The Next 100 Years
"For three weeks, we have explored what it means to live counter-culturally.
· Week 1 challenged us to tame our tongues in a world of online outrage.
· Week 2 warned us to guard sound doctrine against cultural compromises.
· Week 3 called us to bridge societal divides through radical Christian unity.
Today, we conclude by looking forward. A truly counter-cultural church doesn't just survive the present cultural moment; it anchors the next generation. To build a durable faith for the future, we must look to our past."
· Main Text: Joshua 4:4–7 / Psalm 78:4
· Big Idea: Honor the past by building a faith that outlives us.

The Century Oak
In the spring of 1926, an old farmer named Jedidiah stood in a rocky, barren pasture carefully planting an acorn. His neighbor rode by, saw him patting the dirt, and laughed out loud. "Jedidiah, you're nearly eighty years old! You’ll be in the graveyard before that acorn ever grows large enough to shade a squirrel, let alone a man. Why waste your back on a tree you'll never see?"
Old Jedidiah didn't stop digging. He looked up and said, "I ain't planting this tree for my own shade. I’m planting it so that a hundred years from now, my great-grandchildren can sit under these branches and know that someone they never met loved them enough to dig a foxhole for their future."
The neighbor smirked, thinking the old man had lost his mind. He couldn't see past the current season.
Exactly one hundred years later, in the summer of 2026, a massive, unshakeable oak tree stands in that exact same pasture. Its roots run deep through the rocky soil, its trunk is thick and unyielding, and its sprawling canopy provides life-giving shade.




Looking Back to Move Forward
· The Memorial Stones: Joshua set up stones from the Jordan River so future generations would know how God saved them.
"Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom he had prepared of the children of Israel, out of every tribe a man: And Joshua said unto them, Pass over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of Jordan, and take ye up every man of you a stone upon his shoulder... That this may be a sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by these stones? Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD..." — Joshua 4:4–7 (KJV)
· The Legacy Shared: The stones weren't for the people who crossed the river; they were for the kids who weren't there yet. We recount these miracles to connect our children to the faithful generations who guarded and kept God's Word intact, giving the youth a reliable truth to stand on.
· The Foundation Fixed: If we want to stand firm in the future, we have to look back and remember the Rock that brought us this far. Remembering what God did yesterday gives the next generation a reliable pattern for trusting Him tomorrow.
· The Roots Honored: We enjoy blessings from faithful Christians who came before us. We honor their sacrifice and preserve our spiritual heritage by keeping the gospel pure today as they did yesterday.
"We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done... That the generation to come might know them, even the children which should be born; who should arise and declare them to their children: That they might set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments." — Psalm 78:4, 6–7 (KJV)






Looking Forward: Sowing Today for Tomorrow’s Harvest
"We do not guard the truth of the gospel just to hoard it inside these walls; we preserve the seed so that we can faithfully scatter it into the soil of our community."
· Outward Mission: We cannot just maintain the church. We must reach out and share the gospel with new people.
· God Speaks to the Young: God can use anyone at any age to bring revival, just like He called young Samuel.
"And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was precious in those days; there was no open vision... And the LORD came, and stood, and called as at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth." — 1 Samuel 3:1, 10
· A Family Legacy: Real faith is passed down intentionally from person to person, just as it was to Timothy.
"When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also." — 2 Timothy 1:5
· Faithfulness over Numbers: We do not measure church health by crowd size, but by true discipleship. We tell God’s truth to the next generation, even if that generation is represented today by one single child.
"We will not hide them from their children, shewing to the generation to come the praises of the LORD, and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath done." — Psalm 78:4










Taking the Next Step: Actively Planting for Tomorrow's Harvest
Work for the Future: Like Jedidiah, we must do the work now to prepare for a future we might not see. As our congregation stands at the threshold of our next 100 years, the decisions we make today will determine what this church looks like a century from now.
· The Challenge of the Short-Sighted Neighbor: The neighbor laughed because he could only see a patch of dirt and an old man. He lacked the eyes of faith to see a future harvest. Will we be short-sighted like that neighbor, looking only at empty seats, or will we work like Jedidiah to build long-term faith as we launch into this next century?
Evangelism Focus:
· The Mailing Harvest: God has given us a tactical tool to launch our next century. Through our mailing program, we are actively scattering invitations across this community to bring new families under the sound of the gospel.
· Encouragement to Continue Sowing: Do not let slow responses discourage you. A farmer does not dig up a seed just because it didn't sprout overnight; we measure our work by eternal faithfulness, not immediate results. Every card sent is a seed planted in God's perfect process.
"I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour." — 1 Corinthians 3:6–8 (KJV)
· The Personal Invitation: The mailbox is only the first step. The mailers can reach the home, but God expects our people to reach the hearts. We launch our next 100 years by pairing those mailers with personal action—actively inviting our closest neighbors and friends to sit with us in the pews.




Closing Remarks
"As we stand at the gateway of our next one hundred years, look around you. The future of this church is not a distant, abstract hope—it is actively being written right now through your hands.
I want to pause and deeply thank each of you for your faithfulness. Every letter folded for our mailing program, every bold and loving invitation extended to a neighbor, every conversation shared to bring a friend under the sound of the gospel—these are not mere administrative tasks. They are holy, deliberate acts of spiritual cultivation. You are not waiting for the future to happen; you are actively planting it.
Please, do not grow weary. Do not let the silence of a seed beneath the soil convince you that nothing is happening. You have proven that you honor the heritage of our past, and by continuing to relentlessly share the good news of Jesus Christ, you are constructing a durable faith that will outlive us all. Keep sowing, keep inviting, and keep expecting the increase, knowing that the same God who brought us this far is already moving ahead of us into tomorrow.”
Invitation
As we lift our voices in song together, the invitation of Jesus Christ is extended to you right now.
If you are here today without a personal relationship with the Savior, the very same gospel we are mailing to our community and sharing with our friends is available to you in this moment. Do not leave this place today without securing the anchor for your soul.
And for our church family: as we stand together at the start of our next century, will you commit right where you stand to be a faithful worker in this harvest? Will you yield your heart to the Lord today, asking Him to use your voice to reach your neighbors and your friends?
Whether you need to accept the Savior or renew your commitment to the sowing, the invitation is yours. Respond today as the Lord leads.


