Times of Ignorance
If you knew a massive storm was guaranteed to hit your neighborhood tomorrow, what would you do right now? You would prepare. God has issued a global weather warning for the human soul. He has given us the exact steps to find shelter before the storm arrives.
Acts 17:30 — "And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:"
I. The Past: God's Forbearance
Acts 17:30a — "And the times of this ignorance God winked at..."
"Winked at" does not mean God ignored sin. It means He withheld His immediate judgment, patiently waiting for the right time to reveal His full gospel.
Romans 3:25 — "Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;"
Imagine a parent who sees their toddler drawing on the wall. The parent doesn't immediately evict the child from the house; they patiently wait, overlook the ignorance of the toddler, and use it as a teaching moment. God looked at humanity's spiritual infancy and patiently waited for the perfect time to send Jesus.
While God patiently overlooked that past season of spiritual darkness, the arrival of Jesus changed everything, shifting us from a time of waiting to a moment of urgent instruction.
II. The Present: God's Command
Acts 17:30b — "...but now commandeth..."
God is no longer waiting. Repentance is not an optional suggestion for extra credit; it is a direct command from the Sovereign Creator.
Luke 13:3 — "I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish."
Think of a driver heading the wrong way down a one-way street. Suddenly, a police officer flashes his lights and commands the driver to stop and turn around. The officer doesn't say, "Turn around if you feel like it." The command is for the driver's safety to prevent a fatal crash. Repentance is God's emergency U-turn for our souls.
This urgent divine order is not reserved for a select few religious elite; rather, God issues this exact same mandate to every single soul on the planet.
III. The People: Universal Scope
Acts 17:30c — "...all men every where to repent:"
No one is good enough to bypass repentance, and no one is too bad to be excluded from it. It bridges every culture, status, and nation.
Romans 3:23 — "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"
Imagine a deadly plague sweeping across the globe. A cure is found, and the government issues an order: every single person, rich or poor, must take the medicine to survive. Sin is that global plague. No matter who you are or where you live, you need the same cure, which starts with repentance.
God demands this universal change of heart from everyone because He has already set a final deadline that no human being can escape.
IV. The Purpose: Preparation for Judgment
Acts 17:31 — "Because he hath appointed a day, in the the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead."
The urgency of "now" exists because a final court date has already been set by God.
If you receive a subpoena to appear in court next month, you do not ignore it. You immediately hire an advocate and prepare your case. God has set a cosmic court date. Repentance is how we settle our case out of court through Jesus Christ before it is too late.
Knowing that this judgment day is certain, how do we obey God's command today and settle our case before stepping into His courtroom?






Settling the Case
1. Acknowledge the Problem (The Universal Need): You must realize that you are included in the "all men everywhere." You have sinned and face the "appointed day" of judgment.
· Romans 6:23: "For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."
2. Obey the Command (Repentance): Stop walking in "ignorance" and make the spiritual U-turn. Turn away from your sin and turn toward God.
· Acts 3:19: "Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;"
3. Confess and Believe (The Advocate): Believe that Jesus died for your sins and rose again to act as your advocate on judgment day. Confess Him as your Lord.
· Romans 10:9: "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved."
4. Identify with Christ (Baptism): Publicly declare that you have turned around by being buried with Him in baptism. Just as Jesus was raised from the dead in Acts 17:31, baptism shows you are walking in a new life.
· Acts 2:38: "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost."
5. Receive the Gift (The Cure): Accept God's forgiveness today. Do not delay, because the command is for now.
· Romans 10:13: "For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved."


