The Execution of the Old Me
Scripture Text: Acts 2:37-39 (KJV)
Main Idea: Sin carries a mandatory death penalty. Do not try to reform your past. The Gospel demands the total execution of your old self through baptism so you can walk free in Christ.

Introduction: The Polite Burglar
Imagine waking up to find a burglar packing your TV into a bag. Instead of calling the police, you say, "Excuse me, if you promise to swear less, do five push-ups, and read a self-help book, I’ll let you stay."
The burglar would laugh and keep stealing. You do not negotiate with a criminal, and you do not try to teach manners to a thief. Yet, we do this with our sin nature. We try to put our old self on a behavior modification plan. God does not want to reform the criminal living inside you. He wants him executed.
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The Courtroom of Truth
I. The Arrest: Caught Red-Handed by the Truth
· The Indictment: The truth exposes our ultimate guilt before God.
· The Verdict: The Word pierces the conscience and shatters all human defenses.
· Scripture:
"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?" (Acts 2:37)
· Supporting Scripture:
"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." (Hebrews 4:12)
· The Plea for Mercy: A desperate cry from a condemned sinner who knows they cannot survive their own sentence.
II. The Sentence: Signing the Death Warrant of the Flesh
· The Divine Command: God demands total surrender, not a plea deal.
· Scripture:
"Then Peter said unto them, Repent..." (Acts 2:38a)
· No Reformation: Repentance is not community service. It is a confession of total guilt.
· The Execution Order: You stop making excuses and sign the death warrant for your own pride, ego, and lifestyle.
· Supporting Scripture:
"I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." (Luke 13:3)





III. The Execution: The Baptismal Death Chamber
· The Order: The sentence must be carried out immediately.
· Scripture:
"...and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ..." (Acts 2:38b)
· The Watery Grave: Baptism is a burial, not a bath. You do not rehabilitate the old criminal self; you bury him.
· Supporting Scripture:
"Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin." (Romans 6:4-6)
IV. The Pardon: Erasing the Criminal Record
· The Order: Complete erasure of the past crime.
· Scripture:
"...for the remission of sins..." (Acts 2:38c)
· Supporting Scripture:
"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;" (Colossians 2:14)
· Illustration: The Erased Chalkboard:
Imagine a massive chalkboard covered from top to bottom with every bad thought, lie, mistake, and rebellion you have ever committed. The list is so long and shameful that you could never pay the fine to clear it. But when you enter the name of Jesus Christ, it is as if God takes a wet sponge and wipes the entire board completely clean. When the enemy tries to come back and read your criminal record to accuse you, there is absolutely nothing left to read. The blood of Jesus didn't just cover the writing; it completely dissolved it.



V. The Witness Protection: A Divine Identity
· The Order: The Court grants the newly acquitted believer an immediate, permanent spiritual inheritance. 
· Scripture:
"...and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38d)
· The Living Promise: This awesome power extends to every generation that answers the call.
· Scripture:
"For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call." (Acts 2:39)
· Supporting Scripture:
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new." (2 Corinthians 5:17)
· The Divine Injection: When God fills you with the Holy Ghost, He seals your spirit with his own eternal presence to guarantee your safe arrival at the end. This means holy living is not an agonizing human chore; it is the natural byproduct of a God-powered life.












Conclusion & Appeal: The Choice at the Gallows
Every single one of us faces a spiritual death sentence because of our sin. You cannot fix, reform, or negotiate with the criminal nature of the old self. The courtroom door is shut, the verdict is in, and the execution is mandatory. But the beautiful power of the Gospel is that Jesus Christ did not come to put your old man on a behavior modification plan—He came to bury him so that He could raise a completely new creation to life. You do not have to leave this place carrying the heavy, rotting corpse of your past mistakes and guilt.
God has provided a perfect, complete plan of salvation to set you free today. If you want to walk in newness of life, the scriptural verdict is clear: you must repent, turning your back entirely on your old ways and signing the death warrant of your pride. You must be baptized immersion-style in the name of Jesus Christ for the legal erasure and remission of every sin you have ever committed. And you must receive the gift of the Holy Ghost, allowing God to inject His divine life directly into your spirit to carry you all the way to the end. The watery grave is ready, the chalkboard is waiting to be wiped clean, and the power of the living God is available to you right now. Step forward, let the old man die, and receive the new life that only Jesus can give.

