FROM THE PALACE TO THE PASTURE
Imagine a young guy who decides to open the most expensive, ultra-premium restaurant in the city. He has never actually cooked a single meal in his life, but he watches food television, wears a designer chef’s coat with gold buttons, and owns custom monogrammed knives. He proudly struts into his kitchen, snaps his fingers at his trained staff, and says, "Stand back, peasants. I am a natural-born culinary genius. Watch me create a masterpiece."
He cranks the stove to maximum blast, throws a rock-solid, frozen steak onto the open flame, and drops a five-pound tub of salt into boiling water. Within thirty seconds, his two-foot-tall paper chef's hat catches fire. He runs in circles screaming, knocks over the olive oil, sets off the sprinklers, and his staff flees in terror. Drenched and ruined, he leaves the city in total embarrassment.
Forty years go by. Imagine visiting a tiny, quiet diner in the absolute middle of nowhere. Behind the greasy counter stands that exact same guy. But look closely. Those flashy gold buttons are gone. His designer coat is replaced by a cheap cotton apron with a mystery stain shaped like Ohio. Those thousand-dollar monogrammed knives are swapped out for a beat-up five-dollar house blade. His high paper hat is replaced by a simple hairnet and a bald spot. His hands are rough, calloused, and burned. For four long decades, far away from television cameras and applause, he has quietly learned how to chop onions without crying like a baby, scrub blackened pots until his back aches, and clean up massive kitchen messes he didn't even make.
Suddenly, someone walks up to this old diner cook and says, "Alright, buddy. Remember that royal banquet you thought you could cook forty years ago when you were wearing the gold buttons? Well, I have a massive catering event for five hundred people that needs to be made today. You are finally ready."
The man visibly shakes. Instead of proudly snapping his fingers like a "natural-born culinary genius," he drops his greasy spatula with a loud clatter. He looks down at his wrinkled, calloused hands. Forty years ago, he would have called everyone a peasant and bragged about his masterpiece. But now, he shrinks back and whispers, "Who, me? Oh, absolutely not. I can't do that. I'll just catch my hat on fire again. I just do the hashbrowns."


👑The Fancy Prince (Moses in Egypt)

Main Scripture:
"And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. And when he went out the second day, behold, two men of the Hebrews strove together: and he said to him that did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow? And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us? intendest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said, Surely this thing is known. Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by a well." — Exodus 2:11-15
Supporting Scripture:
"And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel... For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not." — Acts 7:22-23, 25

· The Moses Connection:
· The Royal Status: Moses grew up as a prince in Pharaoh’s palace with top education and power—exactly like the chef's fancy coat.
· The Big Mistake: Moses saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew slave and tried to fix a massive social crisis using only his own temper and strength. He killed the man and hid the body. This was his version of throwing a frozen steak onto a maximum blast flame.
· The Flight: His impulsive plan completely backfired. Pharaoh found out, the alarm went off, and Moses had to flee to the desert of Midian, losing his royal status instantly.

🧼Counting Sheep in Exile (Moses in Midian)

Main Scripture:
"Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb." — Exodus 3:1

· The Exodus 3:1 Breakdown:
· “The backside of the desert…” – This is not just a physical location; it represents being far away from the center of culture, power, and relevance. For Moses, Egypt was the center of the universe; Midian was the middle of nowhere.
· Moses is no longer a prince with his own legacy; he is an employee tending the property ("the flock of Jethro") of his father-in-law.
· The Ancient World’s Grunt Work:
· In Egypt, shepherds were considered an abomination (Genesis 46:34). Moses moved from the highest social caste to the absolute lowest, most offensive occupation.
· This is the ancient equivalent of transitioning from a corporate CEO to scrubbing grease off a diner floor on the night shift.
· The Forty-Year Melt: 
· Moses spent 40 years in Egypt learning to be a "somebody." He had to spend 40 years in Midian learning to be a "nobody" before God could use him.
· The desert heat acts as a physical and spiritual refinery, melting away the impulsive, violent anger that led him to murder the Egyptian taskmaster.
· Learning the Art of the "Slow Cook":
· Patience: Sheep do not move fast. They are easily frightened, stubborn, and prone to wandering. Moses could not force them by royal decree; he had to learn gentle, agonizing patience.
· Survival: The wilderness teaches him the layout of the land, water sources, and terrain. Ironically, he is mastering the exact geography he will later use to lead millions of Israelites.

🔥The Royal Banquet Request (The Burning Bush)

Think back to the young chef from Part 1. Arrogant. Bulletproof. Give him an impossible assignment, and he would have said, 'Watch me.'
But forty years in the wilderness strips away the swagger.
Then, God sets the stage. A bush bursts into flames, blazing bright but never burning up. Out of this spectacular opening act, God drops the ultimate, high-stakes 'royal banquet' request into Moses's lap: 'Go face Pharaoh and bring my people home.'
The young chef would have jumped at the chance to show off. But this older, wiser Moses looks at the heat of the kitchen and freezes. Listen to his response in Exodus 3:11...
“Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt. And Moses said unto God, Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of Israel out of Egypt?”— Exodus 3:10-11

The Big Task
· The ultimate high-stakes catering request: God calls Moses from a burning bush with an impossible mandate.
· The assignment: Confront the ultimate authority on Earth—Pharaoh—and lead millions of enslaved people out of Egypt.
· The pressure: This is the most elite, high-stakes "royal banquet" request imaginable, and failure is not an option.
"Who, Me?"
· The contrast: The young, arrogant "chef" we met earlier would have jumped at this chance to show off his skills and command the kitchen.
· The reality check: Decades in the wilderness have broken his pride.
· The posture: The older, wiser Moses is absolutely terrified of the heat in this kitchen.
· The confession: Instead of saying "Watch what I can do," he drops to his knees and asks, "Who am I to stand before the king?"
🧑‍🍳 Desert Training: The Broken Servant
· The resume stripped: For forty years, Moses relied on his royal Egyptian education and elite chef resume.
· The broken ingredient: God didn't need his self-confidence; God needed a broken vessel emptied of pride.
· The lesson learned: He discovered he couldn't deliver a single soul in his own human strength.
· The shift in power: This exact brokenness created the space for almighty power to step in.
· The ultimate trust: God could finally trust him because Moses no longer cared about the gold buttons or the glory.
· The true chef: The arrogant cook finally learned how to truly serve.
· Our story: This is the timeless pattern of how God breaks prideful hearts to prepare them for His kitchen.












🩸The Three-Week Pattern (Peter, Paul, and Moses)
Key Scripture:
"Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall... God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble." — Proverbs 16:18, James 4:6
· The Divine Pattern: Over the last three weeks, we have seen the exact same divine pattern: God must empty a vessel before He can use it.
· The Peter Pattern: Two weeks ago, we saw Peter brag that his loyalty was better than everyone else's, only to collapse in fear and deny Christ three times. He had to be broken down into a humble fisherman crying on a shore before Jesus could use him.
· The Saul Pattern: Last week, we saw Saul strutting with religious pride, only for God to knock him into the dirt and blind him. Proud Saul had to become humble, dependent Paul.
· The Moses Pattern: Today, we see Moses try to deliver a nation using a quick temper and his own strength. God sent him to a desert diner for forty years just to wash the palace out of his heart.









🍳 Dropping the Spatula: Exiting the Kitchen of Pride to Serve the King

"Brothers and sisters, the divine pattern is clear. Whether it is Peter on the shore, Saul in the dirt, or Moses at the burning bush, God must empty us before He can use us.
Too often, we try to be the chefs of our own lives. We step into this world full of pride, saying, 'Watch me.' But Scripture warns: 'God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.'
If the wilderness of life has broken your pride and left you asking, 'Who am I?'—take heart. God does not need your strength. He wants your submission.
The ultimate sacrifice has already been paid by Jesus Christ on the cross. Today, He invites you to step out of the kitchen, drop your pride, and surrender to Him.
If you are ready to respond to the New Testament gospel pattern today, the call is simple:
· Hear the truth of His word. (Romans 10:17)
· Believe that Jesus is the Son of God. (Mark 16:16 / John 8:24)
· Repent of your sins, turning from your own strength. (Acts 2:38 / Acts 17:30)
· Confess the name of Jesus. (Romans 10:9-10 / Matthew 10:32)
· Be Baptized for the remission of your sins. (Acts 2:38 / Romans 6:3-4)
If you need to put on Christ in baptism, or if you are a Christian needing the prayers of this congregation for forgiveness and strength, the invitation is open.
Come forward now, as we sing."


