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SUMMARY:


$ 

Doctorate in Child Clinical Psychology  
$                     Bachelor of Science in Nursing

$ 

Declared Expert in the areas of Psychology, Clinical and Forensic Evaluations.

$ 

25 years professional experience with infants, children, parents, families.

$ 

Fluent in English and Spanish.

EDUCATION:

2017



University of Miami





Bachelor of Science in Nursing – Accelerated Option Program






Sigma Theta Tau
1990-1995


University of Miami




Doctor of Philosophy in Clinical Psychology 






Specialization: Child Psychology

1990-1993


University of Miami




Master of Science in Clinical Psychology

1986-1989


University of Miami




Bachelor of Science in Psychology (Minor in Biology)






Department Scholarship - Stanford






Dean’s List

LICENSURE:
1997

Licensed as a Psychologist (License PY0005597)




State of Florida

2018 

Anticipated (February) – Registered Nurse License




State of Florida

STUDENT NURSING EXPERIENCE

January, 2017-April, 2017

Medical Surgery (Baptist Hospital)
May, 2017-August, 2017

Obstetrics/Maternity (JMH – North)
May, 2017-August, 2017

Child and Adolescent Health (Jack Nicklaus Hospital)
August, 2017-October, 2017

Advanced Medical Surgery (Ryder Trauma Center)

October, 2017-December, 2017
Advanced Medical Surgery (JMH – SICU)
August, 2017-October, 2017

Psychiatric/Mental Health (Jackson North Community)
October, 2017-December, 2017
Public Health (Residences of United Homecare)
MENTAL HEALTH EXPERIENCE:
1996-present
Archer Psychological Services, PA Coral Gables, FL

Psychologist - Director
· Completion of parenting plan evaluations with adults, children and families for the purpose of assisting the Court in making appropriate decisions with respect to allegations of child maltreatment, bonding, substance abuse issues, domestic violence, etc.
· Assessment of criminally charged defendants for purposes of determining the presence of mental illness and/or intellectual deficiencies as it pertains to competency to proceed.

· Testify routinely in the Family and Criminal Courts as an Expert Witness.

· Evaluation of children and adults for presence of developmental disorders including Autism Spectrum Disorder and Intellectual Deficiencies to assist community agencies in the assignment of benefits.   
· Developed and implemented an innovative behaviorally based plan for reunifying families who have histories of significant parental alienation that have resulted in prolonged periods of no contact between a parent and his or her children. 
· Facilitate co-parenting classes to divorcing and separating couples for the purpose of providing them with tools and insight towards improving communication and ability to work together for the best interest of their children.

· Worked with lead foster care agency in creating a manual standardizing the Level of Care Assessments which are completed with every child entering the foster care system.
1998-1999
Mount Sinai Medical Center Developmental Evaluation Center, Miami Beach, FL

Psychologist
· Completed comprehensive psychological and psycho-educational evaluations with children ranging in age from three to eighteen years.  
· Diagnoses provided included learning disabilities, intellectual deficiency, mood disorders, and autism. 

· Worked intensively with families where Spanish was the primary language spoken.

1996-1998
Juvenile Court Assessment Center/Court Evaluation Unit, Miami, FL

Resident - Psychologist
· Primary responsibilities included completing comprehensive psychological evaluations on family members referred by the Dependency Court following allegations of neglect, physical or sexual abuse, and/or substance abuse.  
· Developed several formal interview protocols that resulted in a standardized assessment procedure used by the team of psychologists and social workers.  
· Evaluations were completed in both English and in Spanish.  
· Provided supervision to several graduate level students. 

1994-1995
The Children’s Hospital, Denver, CO

Psychology Intern
· Provided psychotherapeutic intervention on an out-patient, in-patient, and partial hospitalization basis to children and adolescents.  
· Initiated and facilitated various group therapies.  
· Completed full psychological evaluations on both an out-patient and an in-patient basis.

1987-1994
University of Miami, Infant Vocalization Project, Coral Gables, FL

Graduate Student
· Primary responsibilities included working with infants and parents while collecting vocalization data.  Infants included those who were typically developing, premature, substance exposed, Down Syndrome, and hearing impaired.  
· Implemented system for organizing and storing raw data which subsequently allowed for lead researchers to quickly and easily access desired data.    
· Completed several individual research projects.  
· Published journal article detailing results of thesis.  
· Supervised and trained students in data collection and analysis.  

AFFILIATIONS:
Association of Family and Conciliation Courts

Florida Chapter of Association of Family and Conciliation Courts

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS:

1996-present


Archer Psychological Services

Pro-bono therapeutic services to indigent families within the community who are

involved in the family court system
2003-2006


The Children’s Psychotherapy Project - A Home Within

Coordinated mental health professionals within the community to provide pro-bono therapeutic service to children within the foster care system
January, 2016 – January, 2018
11th Judicial Circuit Grievance Committee “I” – Florida Bar – Public Member

Participated in team reviews of grievances filed against attorneys to assess and recommend if cause existed to warrant further action by the Florida Bar
October, 2017 – present

The Residences of United Homecare


Provision of pet therapy (dog and bird) to senior citizens in a residential home setting
AWARDS:

Volunteer of the Year – 2011

Florida Chapter – Association of Family and Conciliation Courts

CERTIFICATIONS:
Basic Life Support - American Heart Association - January, 2017
Human Subjects Research - Collaborative Institutional Training Institute – May, 2017

Introduction to Incident Command System – FEMA- August, 2017
National Incident Management System – FEMA - August, 2017

Non-Violent Crisis Intervention - Crisis Prevention Institute - August, 2017

10 Steps to Successful Breast Feeding - WHO/UNICEF OSCE - August, 2017
Baker Act Basics - Florida Certification Board – September, 2017

Disaster Health and Sheltering Course - American Red Cross– November, 2017
PRESENTATIONS:
Developing Good Case Plans and Services 

Children’s Mental Health Advocacy Training, Barry University, October 18, 2002
Therapeutic Visits: Procedures, Guidelines, and Ethical Dilemmas

Miami Behavioral Health Center, Inc, February 20, 2003
Psychological Evaluations: How to Read Them and What They Mean

Guardian Ad Litem Volunteers and Staff - In-Service Training, DJJ, July 15, 2003
TPR and the Impact on Children at Different Ages

Guardian Ad Litem Volunteers and Staff - In-Service Training, DJJ, May 19, 2004
Psychological Evaluations: How to Read Them and What They Mean

Guardian Ad Litem Support Group, Miami, Florida, April 20, 2005
One Child.  One Therapist. For As Long As It Takes

Child Welfare League of America, New Orleans, LA, May 2, 2005
Level of Care Assessments: Training and Presentation of Instruction Manual

Our Kids, Miami, Florida, July 10, 2007

Family Time: Radio Talk Show (Bilingual)
Disney Radio, Miami, Florida, November 1, 2008

Court Ordered Psychological Evaluations

The Inns of Court, Miami, Florida, March 10, 2009
Children in Court: Establishing a Working Relationship

Dependency Court Judicial Retreat, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, November 6, 2009
Parental Alienation in the Foster Care System

Guardian Ad Litem Support Group, Miami, Florida, December 16, 2009
PRESENTATIONS (Continued):
Domestic Violence and the Effects on Children

The Inns of Court, Miami, Florida, March 9, 2010
Differentiating Between Parental Alienation Syndrome and Verified Abuse

Miami Children’s Hospital, Miami, Florida, May 20, 2010
What Would Solomon Do? The Challenges for Foster Parents When Reunification is the Goal

2010 Dependency Summit, Orlando, Florida, August 25, 2010

Differentiating Between Parental Alienation Syndrome and Verified Abuse

Miami Children’s Hospital, Miami, Florida, October 21, 2010
Supporting the Foster Child’s Relationship with the Biological Parent

5th Annual Regional Child Welfare Conference, Miami, Florida, November 5, 2010
What to Say, What not to Say.  Speaking with Children about Dependency Court Proceedings

His House Children’s Home Retreat Training, Miami, Florida, November 11, 2010
What Would Solomon Do?  Alienation in the Foster Care System

Florida Chapter – Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, Tampa, FL March 4, 2011

Alienation and Estrangement in Family Court

Florida Chapter – Association of Family and Conciliation Courts, Miami, FL April 15, 2011

Children Testifying in Court: Research Findings to Consider

ABA National Conference on Children and the Law, Washington D.C., July 16, 2011
Speaking With Children About Family Court

Family Court Services Lunch and Learn Discussion, Miami, FL, February 15, 2012
Speaking With Children About Family Court

AFCC Ninth Annual Conference – Spirit of Cooperation, Tampa, FL, May 30, 2012

Forum on Psychological Evaluations
Family Court Services, Miami, FL October 12, 2012
Intervening when Parental Alienation is a Concern: Un-Brainwashing the Child.

Family Court Services Lunch and Learn Discussion, Miami, FL, April 17, 2013 

Effectively Managing Your Difficult Clients.

Family Court Services Lunch and Learn Discussion, Miami, FL, May 21, 2014

PRESENTATIONS (Continued):
Autism Spectrum Disorder in the Family Court System

Center for Autism and Related Disorders -University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL, April 30, 2015
Co-Parenting Classes: A New Direction

The Inns of Court, Miami, Florida, February 11, 2016

How to Handle High Conflict People in Family Court

Broward Bar Association, Ft Lauderdale, Florida, April1, 2016

Co-Parenting Classes: A New Direction

General Magistrate Meeting, Miami Florida, June 1, 2016

Understanding Family Court as a Co-Parenting Class Teacher
F.A.C.E.S In-Service Training, Fort Lauderdale Florida, October 17, 2016

Effectively Treating Alienation in an Out-Patient Setting

AFCC 12th Symposium on Child Custody Evaluation, Atlanta Georgia, November 4, 2016

