Holy Nativity Lutheran Church

3 Lenape Trail
Wenonah, NJ 08090

OUR MISSION

Graced by a loving God to be a caring community of faith the fellowship of Holy Nativity is called to support
one another, warmly welcoming others into our community, sharing in the mission of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in word and deed, and reaching out in witness and service to the communities to which we belong as one in the
Body of Christ.

Worship Service for Sunday, June 7, 2026
2" Sunday after Pentecost LBW Holy Communion Setting One

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

In response to God’s overwhelming love, we stand in awe of the wideness of God’s mercy and by God’s Spirit
we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. In faithfulness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, mindful of
our Lutheran emphasis on grace, and rejoicing in the celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we welcome
all as members of our church family including any who have ever felt excluded by the Church for any of the
reasons that too often divide us.

We are so glad you have joined us today!

First-time guests: Please fill out a Communion Card and place it in the offering
plate. Newcomer orientations are held on various days several times a year for those who are
interested in learning more about HNLC.

Restrooms are located in the hallway between the lobby and our fellowship hall.

Today’s Altar Flowers are given by Tony and Denise DiRienzo in loving memory
of their parents and grandparents.
The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God.

PRELUDE Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above arr. H. DeCou

Introduction to the day

Though Jesus was a devout Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticized for eating with tax
collectors and sinners—the religiously nonobservant. Jesus criticizes the self-righteous and
reminds us that mercy is to be at the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made
known in those on the margins of society, like Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging
woman. As we gather each Lord’s day we receive the healing that makes us well and sends us forth to be signs
of God’s mercy for the world.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (The congregation responds with text in bold print.)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.



Blessed be the holy Trinity, (+) one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word never fails, whose

promise is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have squandered your
blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Righteous God, we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the courage
to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s
mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of (+) Jesus Christ. Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (LBW 543 v.1 & 2)
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre -a - tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de-fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a-dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he your health and sal - va - tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing, sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - ¢y shall dai - ly at-tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore  him!
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Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ©ple a - gain.
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join - ing in glad ad - o ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious  or dain - ing?
if with  his love he be friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a dore him!

GREETING (LBW p. 57)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE (LBW p. 57)
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to

have mer - cy.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men




HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW p. 58)
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al-le-lu-ia, al-1le - lu - ia. I Sing with all the peo- ple of God, and
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 62)

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. . . .O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your Spirit
bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Hosea 5:15—6:6 The First Lesson is from the 5" chapter of Hosea.

Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from the scene until
Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God'’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge this guilt
and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or
meaningless deeds.

“T will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:

o1“Come, let us return to the LORD,
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.

? After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.

‘Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn;

he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”

“ What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
> Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets;
I have killed them by the words of my mouth,
and my judgment goes forth as the light.
°For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

Here ends the reading. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 50:7-15 (The Psalm is sung responsively by verse.)
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Refrain: To those who keep | in my way * will I show the salva-| tion of God. (Ps. 50:24)

Refrain: To those who keep | in my way * will I show the salva-| tion of God.

"Hear, O my people, and I will speak: “O Israel, I will bear wit- | ness against you; * for I am ! God, your
God.
‘I do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices; * your offerings are al- ' ways before me.



’I will take no bull-calf! from your stalls, * nor he-goats out ! of your pens;
'"for all the beasts of the for- ' est are mine, * the herds in their thousands up- ! on the hills.
Refrain: To those who keep | in my way * will I show the salva-| tion of God.

"'T know every bird ! in the sky, * and the creatures of the fields are ! in my sight.
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you, * for the whole world is mine and all ! that is in it.
Do you think I eat the ! flesh of bulls, * or drink the | blood of goats?
" Offer to God a sacrifice | of thanksgiving * and make good your vows to | the Most High.
"> Call upon me in the | day of trouble; * I will deliver you, and you shall | honor me.”

Refrain: To those who keep | in my way * will I show the salva-| tion of God.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 4:13-25 The Second Lesson is from the 4" chapter of Romans.

Paul presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right relationship
with God involves trusting that God’s promises will be fulfilled because God makes the dead alive and calls into
existence what otherwise does not exist.

"“ The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law
but through the righteousness of faith. '“ For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null
and the promise is void. ”° For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there transgression.

'“For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace, so that it may be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham
(who is the father of all of us, 7 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”), in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
'“ Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was
said, “So shall your descendants be.” '” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was
already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), and the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. *’ No
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, *! being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. ** Therefore “it was reckoned to
him as righteousness.” * Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone * but for
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, >° who was
handed over for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Here ends the reading. Thanks be to God.

WE RISE TO GREET THE GOSPEL
Alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord | is upon me,* and has anointed me to bring good news | to the poor. Alleluia.
(Luke 4:18)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 9" chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, O Lord.

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the
dead receive new life.



’ As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax-collection station, and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

' And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting with Jesus and
his disciples. !' When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” ' But when he heard this, he said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but
those who are sick. " Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come to call
the righteous but sinners.”

'“While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader came in and knelt before him, saying, “My
daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” "> And Jesus got up and followed
him, with his disciples. ** Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from a flow of blood for twelve years
came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, *' for she was saying to herself, “If I only touch his
cloak, I will be made well.” ** Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made
you well.” And the woman was made well from that moment. >* When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw
the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, * he said, “Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping.”
And they laughed at him. ° But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and
the girl got up. ** And the report of this spread through all of that district.

The Gospel of the Lord. e g

[c] Praise to  you, (o) Christ.

HOMILY (LBW p. 63) Silence for reflection may follow.

HYMN OF THE DAY There's a Wideness in God's Mercy (LBW 290 v,1 & 3)
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There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide-ness of the sea;
There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;

For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
'Tis  not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in his jus-tice which is more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy with the Sav-ior; there is  heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the e - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg-er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’n.
There is gracee - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;

There is plen-ti - ful re - demp-tion in the blood that has been shed;
If our love were but more sim - ple, we should take him at his word;
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg-ment giv’'n.
there is room for fresh «cre -a - tions in that up - per home of bliss.

there is joy for all the mem-bers in the sor-rows of the head.
and our lives would be all  sun - shine in the sweet-ness of our Lord.
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APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 64)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*QOr, He descended to the dead.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Seattle, chief of the Duwamish Confederacy, died 1866 Sunday, June 7, 2026

Noah Seattle led a coalition of tribes, and convinced them to live peacefully with encroaching white settlers.
When he became a Roman Catholic, he held morning and evening prayer with his tribe. The city of Seattle is
named for him.

Columba, died 597; Aidan, died 651; Bede, died 735; renewers of the church Tuesday, June 9, 2026
These three monks from the British Isles helped keep the light of learning alive during the Middle Ages.
Columba founded three monasteries off the coast of Scotland. Aidan was a pastor who led people to works of
charity. The Venerable Bede was a Bible translator, historian, and hymnwriter.

Barnabas, Apostle Thursday, June 11, 2026

Barnabas was not numbered among the twelve apostles, but the book of Acts gives him that title. After Paul was
converted to Christianity, Barnabas welcomed him to Jerusalem, and later the two traveled together on
missionary journeys.

PRAYER LIST

Prayers for St. Ambrose in Pennsville as they begin their pastoral search, Prayers for our service men and women
serving in the current military actions, especially for those we have lost, Prayers for the victims of the shooting
at Brown University and in Australia, Prayers for the residents in Washington state who have been evacuated
due to flooding, Prayers for the two National Guardsmen who were shot in Washington, DC and their families,
Holly & Duane, The family of Norman Albinson as they mourn his passing, Dawn Allen, The family of Anthony
Assante as they mourn his passing, The friends and family of James Barth as they mourn his passing, Nicholas
Baud, Lorraine Brecht, Wanda Bryan, Madelene Budd, Mike Bundy, Justin Buzby and family, Carol Carty, Sal
Castelli, Jenn Causey and family, Tracey Causey, Lisa Clark, Josh Clarke, Sean Cleavenger, Baby Landyn and
Kristen Compagoni, Sherwood Cotton, Bob Counbs, Craig (diagnosed with cancer), Rocco Cristinzio, Leslie
Criston, Milton Cuevas, Sr., Milton Cuevas, Jr., The family of John Cusack as they grieve his passing, Nicholas
Damiani, Lou Deaine, The family of Tony DelMonte as they mourn his passing, Alicia DiRienzo, Kathy Drew,
Kristen Dymond, Barbara Esposito, Barbara Facchine, Bill Flynn, Francis, Bobby G., Jeannie Gapinski, Alma
Garcia, Maureen Garrett and family, Stephen and Juliet Genovese, Gavin Gigliotti, Lauren Stott Gilbert, Mark
Gismondi, Terry Gismondi, Wilma Gismondi, Jay Goheen and family, Andrew Gordon, Randi Gordon, Collet
Grasso, The family of Steve Harris as they mourn his passing, the Hatcher family, the Hogan family, Ed Jeffers,
The friends and family of Tom Jones as they mourn his passing, Marilyn Kaiser, Corinne Klotz, Clara Kuter,
William & Adrienne Lafleche, The family and friends of Doris Lail as they mourn her passing, Grace Laphan,
Pat Larkin, Joseph Lonia, Bill Ludwig, The friends and family of Jessie MacGregor as they mourn her passing,
The family of Doris Manogue as they mourn her passing, Joseph Mansfield, John Markovski, Caroline Miles, Jim
Montisano, The friends and family of Mary Alice Morrison as they mourn her passing, George Muth, Bob and
Sue Nevins, Laz Orosze, Janet Ostrowski, Lucas Otey, Otis, Donna Paone, Danielle Peters, Debbie Post, Lauren
Rebstock, The family of Bill Reese as they mourn his passing, The family of Lewis Richards as they mourn his



passing, Dan Richardson, The friends and family of Carole Rund as they mourn her passing, The family of Charles
Rust as they mourn his passing, The family of Scott Rust as they mourn his passing, Noreen Ruyuh, Dylan Sauer,
Ken Sauer, The Sauer family, Mark Sauer, Joseph Schiffer, Meleta Seher, Billy Shea, Helen Simkunas & Family,
Joyce and Arvin Skramsdad, The family of Deb Solt as they mourn her passing, Julia Stanz, Nathan Storhoff,
Samantha Sumner, Jane Tallman, Donna Testa, Ed Tutka, Lynne Rasmussen Walker, Sharon Walker, Wayne
Weaver, The Wilke family including Tim & Catherine, Jill Wilt, Glenn Wrigley, The family of Kevin Yandach as
they mourn his passing.

THE PRAYERS
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. A brief silence.

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us in following Christ, that we might
extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of creation, all you have made is yours (local landmarks and bodies of water may be named). Revive lands
in need of healing and make us wise stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call on you. Bring an end to conflict, bigotry, and injustice
in all their forms wherever they are found. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end to addiction. Comfort people as they mourn.
Provide tenderly for those in need (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide varieties of gifts in the body of Christ. Accompany those
who travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God of life, we give you thanks for saints whose lives revealed your faithfulness (/ike Seattle, chief of the
Duwamish Confederacy, whom the church remembers today). May remembering their faithfulness strengthen
our own. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through
Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The Peace is shared at this time or after the Lord’s Prayer, prior to the distribution.

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

OFFERTORY There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy arr. H. DeCou

OFFERTORY VERSE
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to  come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care

and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

DIALOGUE, PREFACE AND SANCTUS (LBW p. 68)
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord,
holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 69)
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION HYMN (LBW p. 72)
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our risen savior Jesus Christ Strengthen you and kepp you now and forever in God's
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (LBW p. 72)
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy with

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with
us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, (+) one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (LBW 543 v. 3&4)

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you;
surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you.

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do

if with his love he befriend you.

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him!

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him!
Let the amen sound from his people again.

Gladly forever adore him!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« Offering received May 30" and 31° - $2484.06. (This amount does not include a memorial donation.)
Weekly amount needed to meet the spending plan--$2614.00. Total received to date—$57231.06.
Amount needed to date--$57508.00. (Please don’t forget the church if you will be away!)

o The weekly bulletin is emailed to members each Thursday or Friday prior to the weekend. If for some
reason you did not receive the email or have trouble opening the file, you can also access the bulletin on
the church’s website.

electronic donation through Venmo or PayPal, it will not be recorded on your annual
giving statement. It is the member’s responsibility to track these donations for tax 2
purposes. Donate

o Shop Rite shopping cards are available for purchase after the services.

o ST.PETER’S COMMUNITY PANTRY is here to help serve those facing food insecurity in Gloucester
County. If you are having a difficult time buying food for yourself, or your family, please let us try to make a
small difference for you. The Pantry is located behind St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at 304 Kings Highway in
Clarksboro. We are open every 3™ Saturday of the Month from 9 AM to 1 PM. Next distribution date:
Saturday, June 20, 2026.




e GREATER WOODBURY COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES is a joint effort by 13 Faith Communities to
serve people within our area. A major part of the services offered by the GWCM is through our Food
Pantries and Clothing Distribution Center. Clients in need of assistance are given a standard assortment
of grocery items according to the size of their family, plus fresh fruits and vegetables and special treats.
They are also now asking for donations of laundry detergent. They will also be distributing school
supplies in July, so they are looking for donations. Finally, they give packages of boxers/briefs to men
for Father’s Day. These donations may be left in the basket in the Narthex and we will deliver them to
the Cooperative Ministries.

o Coffee hour between services is scheduled for the first Sunday of each month, hosted by the 8:30
service. Come and join us for coffee and fellowship this Sunday, June 7.

o Save the following dates:

*  Saturday, June 13"—4™ Annual Baud/Strong Golf Outing (8:30 am start time)
* Tuesday, September 29" —Red Cross Blood Drive (1-6pm.)

e HOLY NATIVITY MEMORIAL GARDEN ENGRAVED PAVERS--Our congregation created a
memorial garden in our back yard years ago to honor or memorialize loved ones. We are offering the
opportunity once again to purchase a paver to honor a loved one(s). The cost of each engraved paver is
$60. If you are interested in purchasing one please fill out the form found in the narthex and include it
with payment in the offering plate or deliver to Pastor Andy or Kim Theriault. Each paver can have up
to 5 lines/ 15-17 characters per line. There is a sample paver in the narthex for viewing. All pavers
purchased by September 15th will be dedicated on All Saint’s Day (Nov. Ist). Any questions, please see
or contact Kim Theriault (609)420-8453.

e GROWING IN FAITH: THE DIAKONIA PROGRAM Growing in Faith is a ministry within the ELCA
committed to fostering learning environments for followers of Jesus to grow in faith. Lay members of
congregations are integral to healthy discipleship in the church and community. If you would be
interested in this program, check out the website www.njdiakonia.com for more information.

e There are two Planet Aid clothing bins in the parking lot. Clean items may be placed in the yellow bins:
including clothing, shoes, bedding, towels, curtains, sleeping bags, socks, underwear, bras. They do not
accept items that are tattered beyond repair, dirty, wet or moldy.

e If you have someone that you would like on the prayer list, please fill out a form in the narthex and place
it in the offering plate or contact the church office email: hnlc.secretary@hotmail.com.

e The choir is on hiatus until the fall. Watch for details on the first rehearsal. (Choir rehearsals are on
Sunday mornings @ 9:40.) All are welcome to join us.

e Live Sunday School sessions are on hiatus until September. Church school resources continue to be
available on our website on a weekly basis.

DISMISSAL (LBW p. 74)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name arr. H. DeCou

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MESSAGE (To Be Well)

The fourteenth-century mystic Julian of Norwich is famous for writing about a vision of Jesus assuring her that
“all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”

Jesus, in today’s reading, is deeply concerned with the matter of wellness. He uses a metaphor of illness and
wellness to defend his decision to keep fellowship with those whom society has rejected, despised, or cast out.
Just a few verses later, Jesus performs two intertwined acts of healing, saying to one of the individuals, “Take
heart, daughter; your faith has made you well” (Matthew 9:22).


https://gwcm.org/faith-communities
https://gwcm.org/food-pantries
https://gwcm.org/food-pantries
https://gwcm.org/jeanettes-closet
http://www.njdiakonia.com/
mailto:hnlc.secretary@hotmail.com

Wellness, for Jesus, is a holistic endeavor. Physical health is one part of the equation, but so are spiritual
wholeness, mental and emotional well-being, financial stability, and health in relationships and society. Jesus
does not limit his work to any one of these areas. Consistently in the gospels, Jesus is concerned with all aspects
of life. He recognizes and works to dismantle all kinds of barriers to full, whole, peaceful living.

Too often, our contemporary society exploits the idea of wellness to sell us a product, to market an unattainable
lifestyle, or to guilt us into a particular set of behaviors. Jesus, however, is not trying to sell us something. Jesus
invokes wellness as a way of assuring us that he cares deeply about our whole being, and that every part of us is
worthy of God’s care and keeping. Jesus desires that we be at peace in our bodies, minds, spirits, and
relationships.

When our world and our lives are difficult and painful, we can turn again and again to scripture, which
witnesses to Jesus’ deep compassion, empathy, and care for us. He is a living sign of God’s power to comfort
and heal. He is our living sign and symbol of resurrection and restoration. He is the embodiment of our divine
assurance that all manner of things will, one day, be well, and whole, and at peace.
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