Holy Nativity Lutheran Church

3 Lenape Trail
Wenonah, NJ 08090

OUR MISSION

Graced by a loving God to be a caring community of faith the fellowship of Holy Nativity is called to support
one another, warmly welcoming others into our community, sharing in the mission of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in word and deed, and reaching out in witness and service to the communities to which we belong as one in the
Body of Christ.

Worship Service for Sunday, August 17, 2025
10" Sunday after Pentecost LBW Service of the Word

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

In response to God’s overwhelming love, we stand in awe of the wideness of God’s mercy and by God’s Spirit
we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. In faithfulness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, mindful of
our Lutheran emphasis on grace, and rejoicing in the celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we welcome
all as members of our church family including any who have ever felt excluded by the Church for any of the
reasons that too often divide us.

We are so glad you have joined us today!

First-time guests: Please fill out a Communion Card and place it in the offering
plate. Newcomer orientations are held on various days several times a year for those who are
interested in learning more about HNLC.

Restrooms are located in the hallway between the lobby and our fellowship hall.

Today’s Altar Flowers are given for God’s blessings on family and friends and
Holy Nativity by Tony and Denise DiRienzo.
The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God.

PRELUDE Sheep May Safely Graze J.S. Bach

Introduction to the day

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites our
undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great “cloud of
witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to look to Jesus, “the
pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (The congregation responds with text in bold print.)
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.



Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily
magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by
your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By
grace you have been saved. In the name of =+ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you
with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

GATHERING SONG How Firm a Foundation (LBW 507 v. 1,2)
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1 How firm a foun - da-tion, O saints of the Lord,
2 “Fear not, I am  with you, oh, be not dis - mayed,
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for I am your God and will still give you  aid;
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What more can he say than to you he has said
ru strength - en you, help you, and cause you to  stand,
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



KYRIE (Read responsively)

Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy: Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy: Lord, have mercy.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for truth.
Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants
and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.



WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:23-29 A reading from Jeremiah.

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God'’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading
distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet who
misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat, the other like worthless straw.

* Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? ** Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot
see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says the LORD. ° I have heard what the prophets have
said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” ** How long? Will the hearts of
the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? *’ They
plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot
my name for Baal. * Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my
word faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. *’ Is not my word like fire, says the
LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 82 (The Psalm is sung responsively by verse.)
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Refrain: A-| rise, O God, * and | rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8)
Refrain: A-| rise, O God, * and | rule the earth.

' God stands to charge the divine coun- ! cil assembled, * giving judgment in the midst ! of the gods:
’“How long will you ' judge unjustly, * and show favor ! to the wicked?
 Save the weak ! and the orphan; * defend the hum- ! ble and needy;
‘rescue the weak ' and the poor; * deliver them from the power ! of the wicked.
Refrain: A-| rise, O God, * and | rule the earth.

> They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander a- ! bout in darkness; * all the foundations of the
I earth are shaken.

*Now I say to you, ! ‘You are gods, * and all of you children of | the Most High;

"nevertheless, you shall | die like mortals, * and fall like ! any prince.’”

“ Arise, O God, and ' rule the earth, * for you shall take all nations ' for your own.
Refrain: A-| rise, O God, * and | rule the earth.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:29—12:2 A reading from Hebrews.

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find examples
of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of witnesses,” we
have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance.

* By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do
so they were drowned. *° By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. °' By
faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in
peace.

> And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David
and Samuel and the prophets, ** who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained
promises, shut the mouths of lions, ** quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made



strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. ** Women received their dead by
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. *° Others
suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. *” They were stoned to death; they were
sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted,
tormented ** of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and
holes in the ground.

“Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, * since God
had provided something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect.

'ZI'Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and
the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, *looking to Jesus,
the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

WE RISE TO GREET THE GOSPEL
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-56 The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s call. The
way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love.

[Jesus said:] “ “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! *°I have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is completed! °' Do you think that I
have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! *> From now on five in one household
will be divided, three against two and two against three; > they will be divided:
father against son
and son against father,
mother against daughter
and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

**He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to
rain,” and so it happens. > And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’
and it happens. °° You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you
not know how to interpret the present time?”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



GOSPEL MESSAGE (It’s So Confusing)

Entering someone else’s conversation halfway through can be disorienting. You don’t know the context, and
you’re confused about the background, so you can’t really make heads or tails of what’s being discussed.
Today’s gospel reading is kind of like that experience. It’s so confusing to hear Jesus talk like this!

But if we’re honest with ourselves, we know our world is already full of the divisions Jesus describes. Political
divisions have only deepened. Religious divisions cause people to talk over one another. We encounter racial
divisions that we’re afraid to talk about or even acknowledge, and economic divisions that isolate people
according to status and means. Yes, our world is already full of divisions. And what about the tone of this
gospel reading? Jesus’ sayings are so provocative! With the kind of rhetoric being thrown around in our world
today, do we need more alarming words?

When we look closely at the reading and pay attention to the context, we can get a better idea of what exactly
Jesus is proposing in these inflammatory sayings. Notice the divisions he mentions here: divisions within
families. In the context of the ancient world, the family was the central unit of connection and the source of
your identity. The family told you who you were and how you could (or could not) operate.

It is into that kind of ordering, the foundation of identity, that Jesus brings disruption. His point is that in the
kingdom of God, whether you were born into wealth or poverty, a family of prestige or one of pandemonium,
you are God’s beloved child. The message of God in Christ breaks up the social boxes and social games of this
world, erasing the dividing lines we already set up for ourselves.

In the death and resurrection of Christ, we’re all united in God’s family, enjoying a new ordering of identity that
breaks down what divides us.

Jesus calls us to interpret the signs of the present time. A contemplative reading of Luke 12:56 may invite us to
consider the spiritual practice of discernment, and more particularly, discerning the signs of God’s activity in
the unfolding of our life. In Discernment: Reading the Signs of Daily Life, the Catholic theologian Henri
Nouwen writes, “Beyond the five senses and the faculty of reason, the heart has its own ways of hearing,
seeing, and knowing. Somewhere in the right side of our brains, or perhaps deep within what we call the human
soul, there is a spiritual organ that can be trained to hear the beat, step to the music, and read the signs. God
seldom speaks directly or face-to-face. Instead, God speaks in whispers, signs, and symbols, in a still, small
voice that requires theological reflection and spiritual interpretation.” This gospel text is certainly apocalyptic,
but perhaps it is our selves and our worlds as we know them that pass away, while new selves and new worlds
are born when we discern and follow the signs of God’s renewing call in our lives. (Henri J. M. Nouwen,
Rebecca Laird, and Michael J. Christensen, Discernment: Reading the Signs of Daily Life. HarperOne, 2015,
184.)

HYMN OF THE DAY How Firm a Foundation (LBW 507 v. 3)

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie,
my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply.

The flames shall not hurt you; I only design

your dross to consume and your gold to refine.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Or, “he descended into hell,” another translation of this text in widespread use.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATION

Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux, died 1153 Wednesday, August 20, 2025

Bernard, a Cistercian monk, was a man of great spirituality who wrote mystical works and criticized those
whom he thought took an overly intellectual approach to the faith. He became an abbot, and wrote several
hymns that are still beloved today.

PRAYER LIST

The victims, families and first responders of the Texas floods, Holly & Duane, Dawn Allen, The friends and family
of John Austino as they mourn his passing, Hal Battindorf, Nicholas Baud, Madelene Budd, Carol Carty, Sal
Castelli, Jenn Causey and family, Tracey Causey, Lisa Clark, Baby Landyn and Kristen Compagoni, Sherwood
Cotton, Bob Counbs, Craig (diagnosed with cancer), Rocco Cristinzio, Leslie Criston, Milton Cuevas, Sr., Milton
Cuevas, Jr., The family of John Cusack as they grieve his passing, The family of Rosemarie Daffin as they mourn
her passing, Nicholas Damiani, The family of Tony DelMonte as they mourn his passing, Alicia DiRienzo, Kathy
Drew, Barbara Esposito, Barbara Facchine, Scott Fey, Bill Flynn, Francis, Bobby G., Alma Garcia, Gavin
Gigliotti, The family of Michael Gilletti as they mourn his death, Marie Giliberti, Mark Gismondi, Terry
Gismondi, Wilma Gismondi, Jay Goheen and family, Randi Gordon, the Hatcher family, Ron Herrmann, the
Hogan family, The family of Ken Jakubiak as they mourn his passing, Tom Jones, Marilyn Kaiser, The family of
Robert Keen as they mourn his passing, Elise Kelm and the Kelm family, Corinne Klotz, The family and friends
of Doris Lail as they mourn her passing, Grace Laphan, Pat Larkin, Joseph Lonia, The friends and family of
Jessie MacGregor as they mourn her passing, The family of Doris Manogue as they mourn her passing, Joseph
Mansfield, The McCall family in their time of grief and loss, Rob and Nona McDonough & family, Caroline Miles,
Jim Montisano, Bill Morris, The friends and family of Mary Alice Morrison as they mourn her passing, The family
of Linsey Mullin as they mourn her death, George Muth, The family and friends of Carol Nardi as they mourn
her death, Bob and Sue Nevins (suffering with a brain tumor), Janet Ostrowski, The family of Joseph Ostrowski
as they mourn his death, Lucas Otey, Otis, Danielle Peters, The family of Lewis Richards as they mourn his
passing, The family of Charles Rust as they mourn his passing, Noreen Ruyuh, Dylan Sauer, Meleta Seher, Billy
Shea, The family and friends of Glenn Shirley as they mourn his passing, Helen Simkunas & Family, Joyce and
Arvin Skramsdad, Richard Sylvester, Eileen Simpson, Julia Stanz, Sarah Stanz, Nathan Storhoff, Donna Testa,
Corey Temean, Frank Temean, Ed Tutka, Sharon Walker, The family and friends of Larry Wall as they mourn his
passing, Rosie Ward, Winfield Watson, Wayne Weaver, Dolores Whilleson, The family of Michelle Whiting as
they mourn her passing, the Wilke family including Tim & Catherine, Sue Willard, Jill Wilt, Shirley Yancer, Jerry,
Pat and Kelly who are battling cancer.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. A4 brief silence.

Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global missionaries (missionaries sponsored
by this congregation may be named) with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the
gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Safeguard rivers and lakes (local water sources may be named) from pollution. Sustain the work of
conservationists, policy makers, and advocacy groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.



Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among lawmakers (local elected officials
may be named) who enact policies that protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or detained, those who are fleeing from
unsafe environments, and those who are sick or homebound (especially). Reassure them of your care in all
times and places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire their planning for a new program
year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration and support for their work. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

Here other intercessions may be offered. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By the example of their faith, enable
us to run with perseverance the race set before us, until that day when we join their unending praise. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always receives them; through
Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.
Peace be with you. Peace be with you.

THANKSGIVING
OFFERTORY Take Time to be Holy arr. L. Smith

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING (Read in unison)

Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and ever. Great and wonderful are your
deeds, O God of the universe; just and true are your ways, O Ruler of all the nations. Who can fail to
honor you, Lord, and sing the glory of your name? Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb
forever and ever. For you alone are the Holy One, and blessed is the one whose name is the Word of God.
All praise and thanks to you, holy God! Salvation belongs to our God and to Christ the Lamb forever and
ever.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of
your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world
to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with
Christ Jesus.

Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The God of all grace * bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG How Firm a Foundation (LBW 507 v. 4)

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove
my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;

and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn,
like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne."

ANNOUNCEMENTS

« Offering received August 9 and 10" - $2926.00. (This amount does not include donations for memorial
and Thrivent.) Weekly amount needed to meet the spending plan--$2498.00. Total received to date—
$73215.95. Amount needed to date--$79936.00. (We are currently about $6700.00 behind our spending
plan goal. Please don’t forget the church if you will be away.)

e Donations through Venmo and PayPal--Please note that, per council policy, if you make an electronic
donation through Venmo or PayPal, it will not be recorded on your annual giving statement. It is the
member’s responsibility to track these donations for tax purposes.

e The food pantry needs laundry detergent. They also need men’s briefs and boxers during June. They are
also requesting school supplies for school children. They continue to collect in August and will
distribute at the end of the month. Thank you for your generosity!

e This year’s NJ Synod Bishop’s Challenge asks all NJ congregations to engage in the care of God’s good
creation by choosing one of the following action areas focusing on environmental sustainability,
including Building, Grounds, Programs, Worship & Education, Community Action & Activism. Our
congregation is already engaged in significant work with our church grounds. If you are interested in
sponsoring one of the areas on our property, see the poster in the Narthex or speak to Pastor.

o Shop Rite shopping cards are available for purchase after the services.

o Ifyyou are interested in receiving a daily bible reading by email, visit the following website and click the
subscribe button: Daily Bible Reading - Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (elca.org).

o ST.PETER’S COMMUNITY PANTRY is here to help serve those facing food insecurity in Gloucester
County. If you are having a difficult time buying food for yourself, or your family, please let us try to make a
small difference for you. The Pantry is located behind St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at 304 Kings Highway in



https://elca.org/Faith/DailyBible/

Clarksboro. We are open every 3™ Saturday of the Month from 9 AM to 1 PM. Next distribution date:
Saturday, August 16, 2025.
o Coffee hour between services is scheduled for the first Sunday of each month, hosted by the 8:30
service. Come and join us for coffee and fellowship Sunday, September 7.
o Save the following dates:
* Sunday, September 7"—God’s Work, Our Hands (this is also Wenonah’s Fall cleanup event)
*  Wednesday, September 24--Please join us for one last summer BBQ from 5pm-7pm. Please sign
up in the Narthex if you are able to attend.

o« GROWING IN FAITH: THE DIAKONIA PROGRAM Growing in Faith is a ministry within the ELCA
committed to fostering learning environments for followers of Jesus to grow in faith. Lay members of
congregations are integral to healthy discipleship in the church and community. If you would be
interested in this program, check out the website www.njdiakonia.com for more information.

o There are two Planet Aid clothing bins in the parking lot. Clean items may be placed in the yellow bins:
including clothing, shoes, bedding, towels, curtains, sleeping bags, socks, underwear, bras. They do not
accept items that are tattered beyond repair, dirty, wet or moldy.

e Ifyou have someone that you would like on the prayer list, please fill out a form in the narthex and place
it in the offering plate or contact the church office email: hnlc.secretary@hotmail.com.

e Choir is on hiatus for the summer. Rehearsals resume on Sunday mornings @ 9:40 in September
through June. All are welcome to join us.

e Live Sunday School sessions are also on hiatus until September. Church school resources will continue
to be available on our website on a weekly basis throughout the summer months.

DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render
to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love
and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Allegro C. Franck

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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