Holy Nativity Lutheran Church

3 Lenape Trail
Wenonah, NJ 08090

OUR MISSION

Graced by a loving God to be a caring community of faith the fellowship of Holy Nativity is called to support
one another, warmly welcoming others into our community, sharing in the mission of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in word and deed, and reaching out in witness and service to the communities to which we belong as one in the
Body of Christ.

Worship Service for Sunday, July 26, 2026
9 Sunday after Pentecost LBW Holy Communion Setting One

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

In response to God’s overwhelming love, we stand in awe of the wideness of God’s mercy and by God’s Spirit
we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. In faithfulness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, mindful of
our Lutheran emphasis on grace, and rejoicing in the celebration of our shared baptismal journey, we welcome
all as members of our church family including any who have ever felt excluded by the Church for any of the
reasons that too often divide us.

We are so glad you have joined us today!

First-time guests: Please fill out a Communion Card and place it in the offering
plate. Newcomer orientations are held on various days several times a year for those who are
interested in learning more about HNLC.

Restrooms are located in the hallway between the lobby and our fellowship hall.
Today’s Altar Flowers are given by Dot Jeffers in honor of the marriage of her

great-nephew and his wife, Mr. & Mrs. S. Solt.
The Sanctuary Candle is given to the Glory of God.

PRELUDE Brother James’ Air arr. L. Smith

Introduction to the day
% As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith. In today’s gospel
Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering
home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the
riches of God’s reign, the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (The congregation responds with text in bold print.)
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity,(+) one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.



Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your
peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.”
In the name of God, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

ENTRANCE HYMN Gather Us In (WOV 718 v. 1-2)
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1 Here in this place the new light is stream-ing, now is the dark - ness
2 We are the young, our lives are a mys-try, we are the old who
3 Here we will take the wine and the wa - ter, here we will take the
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van - ished a - way; see in this space our  fears and our dream-ings
yearn for your face; we have been sung through-out all of his - try,
bread of new birth, here you shall call your sons and your daugh-ters,
light years a - way— here in this place the new light is shin - ing,
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brought here to you in the light of this day.
called to be light to the whole hu - man race.
call us a-new to be salt for the earth.
now is  the king - dom, and now is the day.
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Gath-er wus in, the lost and for -sak - en, gath-er us in, the

Gath-er us in, the rich and the haugh-ty, gath-er us in, the
Give us to drink the wine of com-pas-sion, give us to eat the

Gath-er wus in and hold us for-ev - er, gath-er us in and
At —— . — 7
f ] = ttd—g— A ———
o Y »
blind and the lame; call to wus now, and we shall a - wak -en,
proud and the strong; give us a heart, so  meek and so low -ly,
bread that is you; nour-ish us well, and teach us to fash-ion
make us your own; gath-er us in, all peo-ples to - geth -er,
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we shall a - rise at the sound of our name.
give us the cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearts that are true.
fire . . of love in our flesh and our bone.

GREETING (LBW p. 57)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



KYRIE (LBW p. 57)
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@ For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to  the Lord.
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@ For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the ILord.
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@ For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the ILord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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@& Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra- cious Lord. A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE (LBW p. 58)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (LBW p. 62)

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. . . .O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants. Open our hearts and
minds to you, that we may live in harmony with your will and receive the gifts of your Spirit; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



FIRST LESSON: 1 Kings 3:5-12 The First Lesson is from the 3™ chapter of 1*! Kings.
Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God gave him what he asked for:
wisdom to govern the people well.

> At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I should give you.”
® And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept
for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. " And now, O LORD my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not
know how to go out or come in. ® And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great
people so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. * Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind
to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?”
'"Tt pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. '' God said to him, “Because you have asked this and have
not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, ° I now do according to your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and
discerning mind; no one like you has been before you, and no one like you shall arise after you.”

Here ends the reading. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 119:129-136 (The Psalm is sung responsively by verse.)
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Refrain: When your | word goes forth, * it gives light and | understanding. (Ps. 119:130)
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Refrain: When your | word goes forth, * it gives light and | understanding.

2 Your de- | crees are wonderful; * therefore I obey them with ! all my heart.
““When your word goes forth ! it gives light; * it gives understanding ' to the simple.
“I'T open my  mouth and pant; * I long for | your commandments.
“>Turn to ! me in mercy, * as you always do to those who ' love your name.
Refrain: When your | word goes forth, * it gives light and | understanding.

1% Steady my footsteps ! in your word; * let no iniquity have dominion ' over me.

**Rescue me from those ' who oppress me, * and I will keep ' your commandments.

%3 Let your countenance shine up- ! on your servant * and teach ! me your statutes.

**My eyes shed ' streams of tears, * because people do not ! keep your law.
Refrain: When your | word goes forth, * it gives light and | understanding.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:26-39 The Second Lesson is from the 8" chapter of Romans.

These words celebrate the depth of God'’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the
Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God'’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is
able to separate us from such incredible divine love.

*The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with groanings too deep for words. >’ And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.

**We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his
purpose. *’ For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order
that he might be the firstborn within a large family. *° And those whom he predestined he also called, and those
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.



*' What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? > He who did not withhold
his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? ** Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. ** Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or
rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. *> Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? *° As
it is written,

“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
7No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. ** For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, *° nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Here ends the reading. Thanks be to God.

WE RISE TO GREET THE GOSPEL
Alleluia. Many will come from | east and west; * and will eat in the king- | dom of heaven. Alleluia. (Matt.
8:11)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13™ chapter.
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Glo - ry to you, (o] Lord.
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Throughout Matthew'’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is
near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that explore the implications of this announcement for people’s
lives.

‘' [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone
took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

** He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with
three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

““The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and reburied; then in his joy
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

> “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; * on finding one pearl of great
value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

“7¢Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
““when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. *’ So it
will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous *’ and throw them
into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

°1“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” °> And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe



who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord. = f A S — !
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Praise to  you, (o] Christ.

HOMILY (LBW p. 63) Silence for reflection may follow.

HYMN OF THE DAY Be Thou My Vision (WOV 776 v. 1,2 &3)
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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I ev - er with thee and thou with  me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s shel - ter, thou my high tow’r,
thou, and thou on - ly, first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOW’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

APOSTLES’ CREED (LBW p. 64)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell.* On the third day he rose

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to
judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*QOr, He descended to the dead.

UPCOMING COMMEMORATIONS

Johann Sebastian Bach, died 1750; Heinrich Schiitz, died 1672; George Frederick Handel, died 1759;
musicians Tuesday, July 28, 2026

These three German-born musicians have done much to enrich the life of the church. Schiitz was an early
master who focused on settings of biblical texts. Bach wrote over 300 cantatas along with works for organ and



instrumental pieces, and has been called the "fifth evangelist" for the way he proclaimed the gospel in music.
Handel's great work, Messiah, is a setting of scriptural texts.

Mary, Martha, and Lazarus of Bethany Wednesday, July 29, 2026

Friends of Jesus, Mary and Martha are remembered for the hospitality of their home that they offered him—
Martha focused on serving their guest, and Mary on listening to him. Their brother Lazarus was raised from the
dead as a sign of the greater resurrection to come.

Olaf, King of Norway, martyr, died 1030 Wednesday, July 29, 2026

Considered the patron saint of Norway, Olaf went from a life of piracy to becoming Christian and declaring
himself king of Norway. He revised the laws and tried to administer them fairly. Driven from Norway in a
rebellion, he was killed in battle trying to regain his kingdom.

PRAYER LIST

Prayers for the friends and family of Lindsay Graham as they mourn his passing, Prayers for Bishop Christa
Compton and her family with the passing of her mother Nancy, Prayers for St. Ambrose in Pennsville as they
continue their pastoral search, Prayers for our service men and women serving in the current military actions,
especially for those we have lost, Holly & Duane, The family of Norman Albinson as they mourn his passing,
Dawn Allen, The family of Anthony Assante as they mourn his passing, Nicholas Baud, Jessica Black, Lorraine
Brecht, Carol (daughter of Laurie Brown), Wanda Bryan, Madelene Budd, Mike Bundy, Justin Buzby and
family, Sal Castelli, Jenn Causey and family, Tracey Causey, Lisa Clark, Josh Clarke, Maverick Cleavenger,
Baby Landyn and Kristen Compagoni, Sherwood Cotton, Bob Counbs, Craig (diagnosed with cancer), Rocco
Cristinzio, Leslie Criston, Milton Cuevas, Sr., Milton Cuevas, Jr., The family of John Cusack as they grieve his
passing, The family of Nicholas Damiani as they mourn his passing, Lou Deaine, The family of Tony DelMonte
as they mourn his passing, Dylan Dinh, Kathy Drew, the family of Harry Duckinfield as they mourn his passing,
Kristen Dymond, Barbara Esposito, Barbara Facchine, Bill Flynn, Francis, Jeannie Gapinski, Alma Garcia,
Stephen and Juliet Genovese, Gavin Gigliotti, Lauren Stott Gilbert, Jay Goheen and family, Randi Gordon,
Collet Grasso, The family and friends of Gretchen Gravinese as they mourn her passing, The family of Steve
Harris as they mourn his passing, the Hatcher family, The friends and family of Jim Hynes as they mourn his
passing, the Hogan family, Ed Jeffers, The friends and family of Tom Jones as they mourn his passing,

Marilyn Kaiser, Chaley Klotz, Prayers for the friends and family of Ralph Konschak as they mourn his passing,
Martha Kryzwonas, John Lafferty, William & Adrienne Lafleche, Grace Laphan, Pat Larkin, Joe Lewandowski,
Joseph Lonia, Bill Ludwig, Bill Mann, Joseph Mansfield, John Markovski, Janaq Minzy and her family, Jim
Montisano, The friends and family of Mary Alice Morrison as they mourn her passing, George Muth, Bob and
Sue Nevins, Janet Ostrowski, Lucas Otey, Otis, Donna Paone, Rita Paul, Danielle Peters, Debbie Post, Lauren
Rebstock, The family of Bill Reese as they mourn his passing, The family of Lewis Richards as they mourn his
passing, Jen Rossi, The friends and family of Carole Rund as they mourn her passing, The family of Scott Rust
as they mourn his passing, Noreen Ruyuh, Dylan Sauer, Ken Sauer, The Sauer family, Mark Sauer, Joseph
Schiffer, Meleta Seher, Billy Shea, Helen Simkunas & Family, Joyce and Arvin Skramsdad, The family of Deb
Solt as they mourn her passing, Julia Stanz, Claudia Storhoff, Nathan Storhoff, Samantha Sumner, Donna
Testa, Ed Tutka, The friends and family of Lynne Rasmussen Walker as they mourn her passing, Sharon Walker,
Wayne Weaver, The Wilke family including Tim & Catherine, Jill Wilt, Glenn Wrigley, The family of Kevin
Yandach as they mourn his passing.

THE PRAYERS
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God our wisdom and our song, we pray for bishops, candidacy committees, those preparing for seminary, those
awaiting call as deacons or pastors, and all who seek to lead your disciples in any way. God of grace, hear our
prayer.



God our breath and our heartbeat, help us to recognize signs of your presence among us. Protect and support
diverse ecosystems, from national parks to family farms, from ranches to wild places. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

God our peace and our guide, help civic leaders hear all their peoples’ stories with compassion and curiosity,
and remind us of your love from which we can never be separated. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our intercessor and our lawgiver, dismantle the barriers to care and recognition of all who live with chronic
illness, mobility struggles, pain, and uncertainty. (We pray especially for . . .) God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our redeemer, may we trust your love above and beyond all else that distracts, annoys, frightens, exhausts,
or divides us. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God who seeks, finds, and saves, for our community’s part in the ongoing gift of creation, and for the riches of
faith and hope which came before, we give you thanks. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the
abundant grace of Christ Jesus. Amen.

PEACE

The Peace is shared at this time or after the Lord’s Prayer, prior to the distribution.
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

OFFERTORY SOLO Fairest Lord Jesus arr. K. Kaiser
Soloist—Vince Montana

OFFERTORY VERSE
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God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and these
your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace,
through Christ our Savior. Amen.



DIALOGUE, PREFACE AND SANCTUS

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord,
holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

=z | T f— T —4
| 1 1 1
z T =1 |
| 1 I 17 1 T | ]
! F } !
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - 1ly Lord, God of pow’r and might:
0 . ; A e
I | T I B | L 1 | | —_ ! -
| 1 1N 1 / 1 1| P F
Pl o |
|BNA v 1 1 I b I 7 1
> —_ =) I |
Heav- en and earth are full of your glo- ry. Ho - san-na. Ho - san- na.
0 r
11 T I T ¥ I T T 3 | B | ]
e e ——_—————t
| PN | & & 1 1 ]
< = S | — T
Ho - san - na in the high - est Bless - ed is he who
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THANKSGIVING (LBW p. 69)
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

COMMUNION HYMN (LBW p. 72)
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

COMMUNION
The presiding minister and the assisting ministers receive the bread and wine and then give them to those who
come to receive. As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen.

COMMUNION BLESSING
May the body and blood of our risen savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you now and forever in God's
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (LBW p. 72)
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shouts of thanks- giv- ing. Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with
us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING -- God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick,
homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this



sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, (+) one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN In Thee Is Gladness (LBW 552)
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Our hearts are  pin - ing to see thy shin - ing, dy-ing or liv - ing,
We shout for glad - ness, tri-umph o’er sad - ness,love him and praise him
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

e Offering received July 18" and 19 - $2634.00. Weekly amount needed to meet the spending plan--
$2614.00. Total received to date—$74277.06. Amount needed to date--$75806.00. (Please don’t forget
the church if you will be away!)

o The weekly bulletin is emailed to members each Thursday or Friday prior to the weekend. If for some
reason you did not receive the email or have trouble opening the file, you can also access the bulletin on
the church’s website.

o BREAKFAST MINISTRY—Christ Episcopal Church in Woodbury has launched a new breakfast
ministry. It offers free cold breakfast to the Woodbury community on the 3™ Saturday of the month from
8 am to 10 am in the Parish Hall at 62 Delaware Avenue. Please keep this ministry in your prayers. The
next date is August 15, 2026.

e IT’S GLEANING TIME—The Greater Woodbury Cooperative Food Ministries is seeking volunteers to
sort fresh vegetables for our food pantry. A schedule and complete information can be found at




www.bushelsofblessings.org. Questions? Contact Lori Kershaw (609-221-3880) Or Lenore Cronlund
(609-220-4079).

e Donations through Venmo and PayPal--Please note that, per council policy, if you make an Bl
electronic donation through Venmo or PayPal, it will not be recorded on your annual :
giving statement. It is the member’s responsibility to track these donations for tax 3
purposcs. Donate

o Shop Rite shopping cards are available for purchase after the services.

o ST.PETER’S COMMUNITY PANTRY is here to help serve those facing food insecurity in Gloucester
County. If you are having a difficult time buying food for yourself, or your family, please let us try to make a
small difference for you. The Pantry is located behind St. Peter’s Episcopal Church at 304 Kings Highway in
Clarksboro. We are open every 3™ Saturday of the Month from 9 AM to 1 PM. Next distribution date:
Saturday, August 15, 2026.

e GREATER WOODBURY COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES is a joint effort by 13 Faith Communities to
serve people within our area. A major part of the services offered by the GWCM is through our Food
Pantries and Clothing Distribution Center. Clients in need of assistance are given a standard assortment
of grocery items according to the size of their family, plus fresh fruits and vegetables and special treats.

They are also now asking for donations of laundry detergent. They will also be distributing school
supplies in July, so they are looking for donations. These donations may be left in the basket in the
Narthex and we will deliver them to the Cooperative Ministries.

o Coffee hour between services is scheduled for the first Sunday of each month, hosted by the 8:30
service. Please come and join us for coffee and fellowship on Sunday, August 2™,

o Save the following dates:

* 1% and 3" Thursdays through September—Wenonah Farmer’s Market. Vendors, food trucks, etc.

*  Saturday, August 29" —Potluck following the service, sponsored by the Saturday night
attendees. All are welcome.

* Tuesday, September 29" —Red Cross Blood Drive (1-6pm.)

e HOLY NATIVITY MEMORIAL GARDEN ENGRAVED PAVERS--Our congregation created a
memorial garden in our back yard years ago to honor or memorialize loved ones. We are offering the
opportunity once again to purchase a paver to honor a loved one(s). The cost of each engraved paver is
$60. If you are interested in purchasing one please fill out the form found in the narthex and include it
with payment in the offering plate or deliver to Pastor Andy or Kim Theriault. Each paver can have up
to 5 lines/ 15-17 characters per line. There is a sample paver in the narthex for viewing. All pavers
purchased by September 15th will be dedicated on All Saint’s Day (Nov. Ist). Any questions, please see
or contact Kim Theriault (609)420-8453.

e GROWING IN FAITH: THE DIAKONIA PROGRAM Growing in Faith is a ministry within the ELCA
committed to fostering learning environments for followers of Jesus to grow in faith. Lay members of
congregations are integral to healthy discipleship in the church and community. If you would be
interested in this program, check out the website www.njdiakonia.com for more information.

e There are two Planet Aid clothing bins in the parking lot. Clean items may be placed in the yellow bins:
including clothing, shoes, bedding, towels, curtains, sleeping bags, socks, underwear, bras. They do not
accept items that are tattered beyond repair, dirty, wet or moldy.

o Ifyou have someone that you would like on the prayer list, please fill out a form in the narthex and place
it in the offering plate or contact the church office email: hnlc.secretary@hotmail.com.

o The choir is on hiatus until fall. The first rehearsal is September 27", (Choir rehearsals are on Sunday
mornings @ 9:40.) All are welcome to join us.

e Live Sunday School sessions are on hiatus until September. Church school resources continue to be
available on our website on a weekly basis.

DISMISSAL (LBW p. 74)
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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POSTLUDE Trumpet Air arr. D. Paxton

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

GOSPEL MESSAGE (It’s the Small Things)

Children like to collect things: rocks, sticks, and more. Adults tend to pretend-love the items that are brought to
them: “Oh, how beautiful!” “Oh, that’s a good one.” Children, encouraged, continue their collections, finding
the smallest of things and displaying them like they are the most valuable items in the world.

Jesus’ parables in today’s gospel reading teach the disciples about things that are so small they are often
overlooked: a mustard seed, a little bit of yeast, a tiny pearl, and even a net that is quite small until it is filled
with fish. These little things in his parables are treasures important for understanding the reign of God.

Adults tend to overlook the small things while seeking larger things, heavier things, shinier things. We walk
right past the tiny flower in the crack of a sidewalk, which once would have caught our eye. One pearl? A full
necklace is better. A shrub that provides creatures a home? It’s now in an inconvenient place.

But Jesus teaches that in God’s reign all things, large and small, matter. All people matter. It is a wise disciple
who recognizes this. Even King Solomon, with all his wealth, prayed for wisdom. Wisdom helps us see more
clearly and begin to understand the depth of God’s grace.

And that grace Jesus displayed immediately. “Have you understood all this?”” he asked. The disciples answered
simply, “Yes” (Matthew 13:51). What a bold answer! They were too worried to admit they did not understand.

A little yeast, though, goes a long way. Jesus knew this. Each parable would build on another until the disciples
understood the entire collection.

For us today, understanding God’s grace takes study, prayers for wisdom, and walking the path while looking
for the small things that matter. The reign of God is like a rose among a bramble bush? A child’s picture of their
home? However you visualize it, it is a treasure to cherish and to share.
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