Seeley Lake Rural Fire District
Chief’s Report
August 19, 2026
Call Volume:	
July ’26- 45 calls,  YTD ’26- 210. July ’25- 72 calls, July YTD ’25- 240. In July of 2025, there were 17 wildland fire related calls including illegal/ abandoned campfires, Richmond Ridge fire and lightning caused fires. There was one heavy equipment fire and 2 structure fire calls at Pyramid Lumber. This would explain the disparity of call volume between 2025 and 2026.

Recruitment/ Retention:
· We currently have 20 volunteers. One just finished training for driving ambulance. One of the volunteers that received a letter has reached out wanting to talk about re-engaging. As of this writing, I have not spoken to them. I have posted FB posts asking for volunteer EMTs to apply; also mentioning the stipend as an incentive. We just received an application from a local EMT, newer to the area. 
· We have been approached by a diesel mechanic that would like to help us with fleet maintenance/ repairs. He is willing to volunteer his time. I have reached out to our VFIS insurance agent, and he recommended we bring him on board as a volunteer “firefighter”. 


Grants Update:
· No word as of this writing on any of the pending grants.


Updates/ Actions:
· Stage II Fire Restrictions are in effect as of August 6, 2026. Lolo National Forest put restrictions in place before the County announced. This makes our public information very confusing. 
· I would like to utilize the stipend to double the amount for Saturday nights ($120). Due to the lack of sign-ups, we are not spending the allotted amount of budgeted stipend monies. Saturday nights are one of our busiest nights. If we get to a point where we are filling the calendar, we could agree to not staff the slowest night(s) to hopefully shift staffing to weekend nights.
· Havoc Roofing has completed the roofing repair on station 1. All screws have been replaced. They estimated another 5-6 years of life on the existing roof at station 1.
· 719 Ambulance continues to have issues with DEF codes. Met with Dawson about deleting the DEF system. Kit available for about $1800. 
· Training- EMSConnect is working well. Folks are really taking advantage of their self-paced classes and assignments. It is being received well. Tuesday fire training in July was pumping and drafting with the wildland engine. Lessons learned. EMS training was an assignment on platform- heat related emergencies. Unfortunately, a few folks aren’t using it at all. They are also not meeting the active membership qualifications. This is costing us money. Considering shutting off their account at some point (turn off after 3 months of no usage?).
· Responses to illegal campfires after hours. In discussion with DNRC and USFS, we are not sending engines to enforce Stage II restrictions on state or federal grounds that don’t have structures. DNRC and USFS are not responding all the time to their own jurisdiction for these calls. They will go if it’s an escaped fire. 
· I obtained a new Chief’s cell phone as per the Board’s vote last month. This is the phone I carry during business hours for calls, texts, etc. Please use this number to contact me, not my personal phone. I have my personal phone silent for everyone except family. Thank you. If the board wants this number published, I will add it to the website.
· 
