Notes on the Abbreviated Test Luger Data Base

I recently obtained a “likely” American Eagle Test Luger at auction.

A B

In investigating the information concerning this pistol I was, frankly, appalled at the
dearth of solid data. I do not care to review what we don't know, which seems to be the
subject of most writing about these pistols, rather I would like to provide a summary of
what we do know and at the same time to include images of documents that support our
knowledge base.

I have not included conjecture or supposition. For example, there is a recurring
reference to 10 pistols that were sent fo West Point. That may well be but we have no
evidence as to which pistols were sent. I have seen the Ordnance Department
document included here (Appendix I) put forth as "evidence" because it contains 10
serial numbers. Coincidence is not evidence. If areader has an additional documented
data I will happily include it.

I have taken what we know and created an abbreviated data base. It does not contain,
nor was it intended to contain, all known extant examples. I will describe it's contents
below.

This is what we know.

1- There are 18 entries that are "Confirmed"”. That is to say that these serial numbers
are tied to Lugers that were in the possession of the US Government as confirmed by
US Government documents or references. The first set (14 Serials) are unquestioned
examples that were issued for testing. These came down to us in three documents
(attached as Appendices I, IT & ITI). The first numbers are 6339 - 6346 (Ord. Dept.
document). The second set is 6167, 6361, 6501, 6541 & 6602 (Orlando). The third is a



single number mentioned in the Cavalry Journal: 6282. Note well that these are the
ONLY serial numbers for Luger pistols where we have confirmation of actual deployment
for testing.

2- The remaining four serials that have been described as "Confirmed” are so called
because they have the necessary physical characteristics AND are or were in the
possession of the Government. It is deemed highly likely that these weapons are, oo,
unquestioned Test Lugers. Two of them are in the possession of the Springfield Armory
Museum (Appendix IV, Serials 6885 and 7018). The last two (Appendix V, Serials 6761
and 7019) were reported as being mentioned in the Chief of Ordnance Reports by an
independent research concern (The Archival Research Group). The precise reference is
being pursued and for this reason the somewhat equivocal ferm "TBD" has been
appended to their entries.

3- Eighty five serials have been included that appear in Michael Reese's book The
Model 1900 Luger: U. S. Test Trials. In the book, he shows 87 entries because two
serials are repeated. Reese notes “these are the only Test Luger pistols still (sic) known
to exist”. He provides no documentation for the claim that the reported serial numbers
are, indeed, those of Test Lugers. These are included for the sake of completeness
(given the dearth of data) and are not to be construed as an identification. That is to
say that if you have an example with a serial number reported by him, all you can say is

"T have a Reese Luger that might be a Test".

4- In asimilar vein, the infamous "Bannerman Serials” are also included as ranges. As
collectors know, there is controversy regarding the interpretation of these numbers
(are they continuous or not?). They, like the Reese numbers, are included for the sake
of completeness. They are shown when a serial from another source (Government or
Reese) coincides with the range or when a serial is the first or last of a range. I have
not assumed that they are continuous so I have not cluttered the chart with all of the
included serials. A listing (the earliest that I have been able to find) is included as
Appendix VI. Note that, in spite of suggestions to the contrary by some noted authors,
there is NO government confirmation of any of these numbers.

5- A fotal of 29 serials are included with the identification "High Probability”. These
pistols were examined physically or photographically by Dr. Mohamad Hassoun and
singled out as having a high probability of being a Test Luger. The reasons for this
identification are:

* Being in the serial range 5978 - 7976



* Having neither proof marks nor import stamps (a given but still ...)

* having grip wear consistent with being carried in the unique holster created for
these pistols at the Rock Island Armory

* Having the metal wear to be expected with undergoing a testing regimen

Twelve of these are within the Bannerman sequence which provides a level of mutual
confirmation.

Please see the references section for a link to discussion of this identification process.

6- Solely for the sake of completeness, Appendices VII a and b show the distribution of
pistols to various Army units for purposes of testing.

A note on the range of possible serial numbers

Dwight Gruber has written an excellent document on the “chaos” (as he calls it) around
the information (or lack thereof) concerning these historically important weapons. I
provide a link in the reference section, it is certainly worth a read. In that document he
cites a number of authorities with regard to their published estimates of the serial
range of the Test Lugers:

- Datig (1958) between sns 5000-11000 (presumptive, undocumented)

- Kenyon (1969) "about” sns 6100-7100 source "U.S. Army archives”
(undocumented)

- Reese (1976) sns 6099-7098 source "Bureau of Accounting” (undocumented)
- Meadows (1993) 6000-7500 “approximate” (presumptive, undocumented)

- Walter (1995) range “conventionally attributed” to be sns 6151-7150
(presumptive, undocumented)

<sigh>
Low High

Mean 5870 7970

Median 6099 7150

I know I said that I would only include data that is solid. But but I think some
boundaries for what we are examining (wobbly as they might be) are useful. As the



saying goes “Good enough for Government work”. Barring real data I like the Median
numbers.

Multiple Confirmations
As a point of interest, only one serial number (6282) is Confirmed (Cavalry Journal)
AND appears in BOTH the Reese data and the Bannerman ranges.

The five serials reported by Orlando appear in the Bannerman range.

Three serials appear in the Reese listing AND occur in the Bannerman sequence (6620,
6727 & 7047).

Serial 6345, reported in the Ordnance Dept document, also appears in the Reese data.

Serials 6885 and 7018 (Springfield Armory Museum) appear in the Reese data as well as
serials 6761 and 7019.

Some Notes on Reading the Data Base
The serial range of the entries is from 6100 to 7788. This is defined by the Reese
numbers and the High Probability examples identified by Dr. Hassoun.

Note that a Bannerman number only appears if:

* It is the first or last number defining a sequence

» TItis associated with a Confirmed, High Probability or Reese number.
The Bannerman numbers are indicated by the rightmost cells that are filled with red.
Letters are used to identify their significance: S=Start of sequence, E=End, X=only one
number in sequence.

"SPAR", with an inventory code, is the designation that appears for examples that are in
the Springfield Armory Museum.

Individual examples are not generally included in this Data Base: it is not meant to be an
inventory. If an existing pistol is included it is because it is notable, such as being one
that is confirmed as a Test Luger.



American Eagle Test Luger Database

SN Status Reference |B SN Status Reference SN Status Reference
6100 Reese 6758 Reese 6780 Reese
6112 Reese 6760 Reese 6825 |High Prob  |Bannerman
6124 Reese 6432 Reese 6847 |High Prob  |Bannerman
6128 |High Prob 6440 Reese 6861 Reese
6137 Reese 6446 Reese 6865 Reese
6153 Reese 6469 Reese 6885 | Confirmed SPAR 865/
Reese
6164 Reese 6475 Reese 6886 Reese
6165 Reese 6486 Reese 6898 Reese
6167 | Confirmed [Orlando 6489 Reese 6905 Reese
6188 [High Prob  |Bannerman 6497 Reese 6930 Reese
6196 Reese 6501 | Confirmed |Orlando 6965 Reese
6225 Reese 6502 Reese 6974 Reese
6239 Reese 6506 Reese 6989 Reese
6242 Reese 6508 Reese 6992 Reese
6246 Reese 6519 Reese 7006 Reese
6248 |High Prob 6526 Reese 7014 Reese
6265 Reese 6532 Reese 7015 | High Prob
6275 Reese 6534 |High Prob  [Bannerman 7017 Reese
6282 | Confirmed |22 @ Do 6539 Reese 7018 | Confirmed [~ 864/
/Reese Reese
6285 Reese 6541 | Confirmed |Orlando 7019 | Confirmed |TBD
6290 |High Prob 6542 Reese 7027 Reese
6312 Reese 6547 Reese 7031 Reese
6320 Reese 6562 Reese 7044 Reese
6335 |[High Prob 6567 Reese 7047 |High Prob  [Reese
6339 | Confirmed |Ord Dept Doc 6574 Reese 7050 |High Prob  |Bannerman
6340 | Confirmed |Ord Dept Doc 6576 Reese 7051 Reese
6341 | Confirmed |Ord Dept Doc 6582 Reese 7078 Reese
6342 | Confirmed [Ord Dept Doc 6587 |High Prob  [Bannerman 7089 Reese
6343 | Confirmed [Ord Dept Doc 6601 ? Bannerman 7097 Reese
6344 | Confirmed |Ord Dept Doc 6602 | Confirmed |Orlando 7108 Bannerman
6345 | Confirmed [OT9 DeP! 6620 |High Prob  [Reese 7147 Bannerman
Doc/Reese
6346 | Confirmed |Ord Dept Doc 6632 Reese 7179 |High Prob
6350 Reese 6655 Reese 7187 |High Prob
6357 |High Prob 6656 Reese 7263 [High Prob
6358 Reese 6672 Reese 7294 |High Prob
6361 | Confirmed |Orlando 6689 Reese 7352 |High Prob
6372 Reese 6694 Reese 7364 [High Prob
6392 Reese 6703 Reese 7366 [High Prob
6399 Reese 6727 |High Prob  [Reese 7429 |High Prob
6402 Reese 6728 |High Prob  [Bannerman 7472 |High Prob
6413 Reese 6735 |High Prob  |Bannerman 7637 |High Prob
6415 Reese 6745 Reese 7751 [High Prob
6761 | Confirmed TBD 7788 [High Prob




Appendix I
Ordnance Department Document
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Appendix II
Lieutenant Orlando Palmer Document
Serials 6167, 6361, 6601,6541 and 6608
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Appendix IIT
Cavalry Association Document for Serial 6282

Carrain WILLIAM T. LITTEBRANT, Twerrrn U. 5. Cavatny,

The firing-pin spring (illustrated in pamphlet, Figure 2,
constituent part No. 13) should be twice as strong as it is or
else the pin (illustrated in pamphlet, Figure 2, constituent
part No, 12) should penetrate the primer more deeply. On
one occasion I had two cartridges of one magazine charge
fail to explode (pistol 6282) and since then it has occasion-

Journal of the United States Cavalry Association
v.13, #45m p. 351 1902/03




Appendix IV
Serials 6885 and 7018 Documentation
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Appendix V
Serials 6761 and 7019 Documentation

SERIAL MODEL MMDIDYY LUSAGE
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Appendix VI
Earliest Report of the Bannerman Purchase Serials




Appendix VIIa

Shipment of Test Lugers for Testing

LIST OF TRODPS OF U. 5. CAVALRY, TO THE COMMANDING

e M e ——
e —— SRS - -

QFFICER OF EACH OF WHICH & LUGER PISTOLS

HAVE BEEN SHIPPED, ON THE DATES

AMD TO THE FLACES SFECIFIEL.

11th Cavaliry:
Troopa “E"

11th Cavalrye
Troops A"

Hovember T, 19041,

- upe _ WG gpd “HY, Port Ethan Allen, Vt.
e
Movember 9, 1301,

= ®EA . MER gnd DY, Jelfferscn Barracks, Mo,

Troaps “I" = "E" - “L* and "M", Fort Mrer, Va,

iae Cavalry:
Troop "E",
Troops =F"
Trogp “HY,

Lth Cavalry:
Troops A"
Troopa "E®

Trocps "I¥ -

5th Cavalryd
Troopa “E®
Troop °FF,
Troop "HY,

Beh Cavalry:
Troops =AM
Troope “C"

12th Cavalry:
Troops “AS
Troop "D*,
Troopa "Er
Troopa ~HY

13th Cavalreid
Troops “A®
Troopa "B"
Troops "E®
Troopa =I"

Originally appeared in Reese 1976,

e m——

Hovember 12, 1901.

Fort Washakile, Wyo,
arnd "0, Fort Yellowstons, Wyo,
Fort Meade, 3. D.

- =B . "= gnd "Dv, Fort Riley, Ken,
- =@ _ #g* gpd "HY, Port Leavenworth, Kan.
“E" o =L" and "Mv, Jefferson Barracks, Mo,

and "Gv, Fort Apache, Arizona,
Fort Huachuca, Arizona.
Fort DuCheans, Utah,

and "B~ PFort Reno, O. T.
and "D=, Port &Si1l, O, T.

- mEn o n0e gnd *Rr. Port Clark, Texan,

Fort Huachuca, Arizona,

and =0", Fort MoIntosh, Tezas.

- "I" - nEr o =L¥ gnd "M', Port Sam Houston, Texas,

- =Gn - "0 gnd "H", Port Assinibolne, Mani.
apd "DY, Fort Koblnaon, Web.

and "P", Port Keogh, Ment.

= YA - "LF and “W*, Fort Meads, 5. D.

page 97.



Appendix VIIb
Shipment of Test Lugers for Testing

16tk Cavalry:
Troops "A" = *B" = °C" &nd "D", Fort Rilew, Han.
Troopa "I* - *K" . "L® and =M, Port Orant, Arizona.
Troops "E* and "H", Port Logan, Cole,
Troopa "F* and "@°, Fort Wingate, M. M.

15th Cavalry:
Troops "E" and "F", Benicis Barracks, Calif.
Troops "H" .- 1" = "= = SL" and =N, Presgidio, 5, F., Calir.

Hovember 14, 1901
In the followlng cases, The Luger plotola have beaen seEnt in

igts ko mome of tha Troop Commanders for distribution, 5 to each of the

other Troops a8 indicated:

2nd Cavalrmyt
U0 sent to the Commanding Offlcer of Troop "A®, Matanzam, for dis-
tribution, 5 each to Trogpa =AY - "BY - =R . W0= - #wE= _ =F¢
"= and "HY.
20 ment to the Commanding Offlcer of Troop "Iv, Pasa Caballos, for
distribution, § each te Troops =I" - "E® - “Lrand "M".

Teh Cavalry:
&0 sent Eo the Commanding Officer of Trosp "A", Havana, for dis-
tribution, 5 emoh to Troopa “"A® = "B" - "CM o nQe o nEe oonpe o
rrﬂ_q = "H' = -Hrrl- = -Hn ] --Lp i"ld -"-l‘

Bzh Cavalrv:
5 sent to the Commandirng OCficer of Troop “Ef, San Luils,
L aent to the Commanding Officer of Troop "0, Guantanass,
10 ment to the Commanding Offiger of Troop "F*, Zantiago, for
distribution, © each to Troopa “PY and "HY.
20 =ent to the CoEmanding Officer of Troop *I¥, Fuerto Principe,
for distribetion to Troope "I® - K" - "0F mnd FN=,

10th Cavalry
& aent to the Commanding Officer af Trosp “C%, Bayamo, Cuba.
E pent to sath of the Commanding Officers of &‘:'-nupi =A" = Wi gmd
vMe . Manzanilleo, Cuba; and "B - "0D* - =I" and *K", Hn]_g_um'
Cuba .

395 sent to the Comsinding Offlcer, Manilla Ordnance Depot, Manila,
F. I., ror disteibution to the Cavalry Troopa in the Fhilippines,

Making 900 platols 1

a1,

i | AUTHR S WTE Bl 180 rdsfola fn Sradeoddedd dor prefusdve fears.l

Originally appeared in Reese 1976, page 98.
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