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ROLLING
BLOCKS

. . . defeated Crazy Horse and Red Cloud —
silencing the warhoop of the redman
forever. After winning fame in the American
West, in 1867 during the Imperial Exposition

in Paris, it was awarded the Silver Medal
as the finest military or sporting arm in
the world. By 1870 six foreign governments,
including Egypt, adopted it as their
standard arm. In 1880 it drew blood again
while the mother Nile wept red for her
fallen sons as the Egyptian Military
Rebellion was quelled. The sun can never set
on the Remington Rolling Block, for it is
still in every-day use throughout
the earth’s four corners.

RIFLES  $14.95

Select $19.95
St CARBINES $19.95
RIFLES Select  $24.95

AVAILABLE $19.9

These guns are in the popular .43 Rolling
Block caliber. Ideal for conversion to a .44
magnum. The rifles are NRA fair to good
condition with a limited quantity of select
rifles available.

A small guantity of musketoons available at
$19.95; select model $24.95

NEW MARTIAL REFERENCE EDITION CATALOG
Every sportsman, hunter, shooter or
collector will find something to
whet his appetite. This is the
world’s most complete: modern and
antique ARMS & ARMAMENT CATA-
LOG. Free with every edition — a

genuine U.S. Army .45 pistol dis-
assembly tool worth the price of
the catalog alone! $1.00 L

&2 service armament co.
GnY 685-W Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield, N. J.
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everyhody
talks about

WIMBLEDON

but. . .

SIERRAS
WIN IT!

The Wimbledon Cup Match is
the supreme test of long range
marksmanship. The cup was
first placed in competition of
NRA matches in 1876.

For the fourth straight
year™ Sierra’s Match-
king Bullets have been
used by the winner of
the Wimbledon Cup
Match. This year, the
winner, Larry Moore of
Aberdeen, Maryland
used Sierra’s .30 cali-
ber, 200 gr. Matchking.

*The last 10 out of 11 Wimbledon
Winners shot Sierra Bullets.

SIERRA
BULLETS

10532 S. Painter Ave. « Santa Fe Springs, Calif.

Have you qualified for your Sierra Award?
See your dealer for complete details.

SCATTER
SHOTS

P.O. Box 2990

GATES GREAT
I am writing in regard to The
White Ibex of Bula Khan by Elgin
Gates in your December 63 issue:
I look forward to each issue of
GUN WORLD, hoping that a story
by Gates is in it. I sure hope you
continue to print stories by Gates,
a wonderful hunter and sportsman.
Just one more thing. Please have
Gates’ stories closer together. One
every month would be better than
one story in three months.
Frank R. Baner,
Berwyn, Illinois
(We concur!)

LUGER LOOK

Several days ago, a close friend
introduced me to GUN WORLD. I
am a collector of Luger pistols and
a handgun fancier. I have been
reloading for only several months.
It is unfortunate for me that I was
not aware of your existence at that
time. I feel certain I could have
avoided making the usual beginner
mistakes.

I extend my thanks, as a gun fan-
cier, for your efforts to increase
the safety, knowledge and good fun
of shooting and its allied interests.

Richard L. Smith
Philadelphia, Penn.

GUEST SHOT

In the September 63 GUN
WORLD, I noticed a feature, Guest
Shot. I am not sure if this is the
first time this has appeared in the
magazine, but it is a good idea to
show the better known people who
are associated with firearms and to
print their feelings and views con-
cerning firearms legislation.

Sure, we all know that shooters,
gunsmiths, gun lovers and collec-
tors are against any law or legisla-
tion/registration which contradicts
or side-steps the Constitution of
the United States. However, many

persons in the gun field are un-
aware of the celebrities such as
Audie Murphy who are also op-
posed to restrictive gun laws.
Harry E. Jones,
Torrance, California

BLACK POWDER

Just finished the article by Bob
Furst, Two Centuries of Black
Powder in Slow Motion, (GW, Oc-
tober 63). A fine article and one
that must have taken a lot of work
to set up.

But I was disappointed that
Furst didn’t follow up on his grand-
father’s old saw . . . “Always be
careful; a gun is dangerous with-
out lock, stock or barrel.” Someone
should ask, ‘“How can that be?”
The answer: “You can beat a man
to death with the ramrod!”

Paul H. Adams,
Guantanamo Bay Rifle &
Pistol Club,

Guantanamo Bay, Cuba

NEW ZEALAND TIPS

Thank you for publishing my
letter in the September 62 GUN
WORLD. Many answers were from
prospective hunters to N.Z. and
required information regarding
hunting, the conditions and license
problem.

In New Zealand, we have no li-
cense at all, and the only permission
you have to obtain is to enter any
state forest or private land. This
would be obtained by your guide in
the case of state land and by your-
self or guide in the case of the pri-
vate landowner. This is seldom re-
fused as long as the hunter doesn’t
shoot hell out of everything in
sight.

There is no law as to what cali-
ber can be used. You can use any-
thing from a .22 to a .650, al-
though the .303, .308, .270, .30-30,
.30-06, Tmm, 6.5mm and 8mm are
the most used. A few of the faster
magnum calibers are making their
appearance, but the old .303 is al-
ways being cleaned after a deer has
been shot.

Although we have most ammo
calibers available, I would suggest
you ship your own when you come
to N.Z. This way, you are sure of
having the right fodder for your
cannon.

We have most types of deer, as
well as the chamois and thar. We
also have wapti, moose and wild
pig and there are a few wallabies
still to bé had in some parts of N.Z.
There is no limit on deer and pigs,
but in most cases, you have to draw
a block by ballot to shoot wapti.

For bird shooting, there is only

(Continued on page 33)
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Here Is An
Experimental Model
That Is Creating
Talk Wherever

It’s Fired!

28

AN inquisitive dip into the in-
ternational cauldron of names
associated with that ‘“Septagener-
ian Selfloader,” the Luger pistol,
reveals a bountiful roster! I was
surprised, for instance, to learn
that Sir Hiram Maxim had more
or less influenced the design of this
gun’s breech mechanism . . .at least
in it’s original concept. This was
the “knee-action” autoloader con-
ceived by American inventor Hugo
Borchardt. After a brief period of

manufacture in Germany, another
now-famous name became associat-
ed with this pistol after Georg Lu-
ger invisited some of his own ideas
on its design.

There are experts on Luger lore.
I don’t count myself among them
... the gun’s a study in itself! Still,
I feel qualified to say that the name
Goldstein didn’t assume any Luger
significance until about a year ago!

My first contact with news of
this most unusual wildcat conver-
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-=me at the very time that

chards, former production
the late J. D. Pederson,

I were discussing the possibil-
o7 ‘catting up a self-loading

5> handle some hot .22 center
idge! The news that some-
-eady done it was in the

- o7 one of those rather routine
-rs to the Editor.” They're a

sight in this room where I
1g and writing, and us-

bend my “Answer Now” bas-

ket like the tottering tower of
something-or-other! Jerry Gold-
stein’s letter was the first of a
series of idea exchanges that ulti-
mately led to having him send the
oun for full tests: When it arrived,
I secrambled back through my cor-
respondence file and dug out my
reply to Goldstein’s first letter. It
was dated April 6th, 1963:

“Ralph Richards, former produc-
tion chief for the late J. D. Peder-
son, has often talked about altering
am auto pistol of the Luger variety
to handle a necked-down centerfire
i .22 caliber. These plans have
never gone beyond the talking
stages, but there is good reason to
believe that such an alteration
could be effected.”

The reply was sent to the post
office, lashed in with other letters
in the “Out-of-State” bundle. There
were reloading experiments with
other calibers and sessions with the
’37 Underwood . . . I didn’t have
time to think much about Gold-
stein’s project. Then, in a letter
dated April 11th, 1963, Jerry Gold-
stein replied:

“The forming and loading dies
are now complete. They were turn-
ed from drill rod using a carbide
tip. The case was necked in three
steps to eliminate loss problems.
Annealing seems umnecessary at
this stage, as the brass works easily.
I'm using a 26 degree shoulder. The
neck depth (or length) then comes
out to about .120”. When a 40 grain
bullet is seated flush with the end
of the meck (inside), the overall
length matches the original load.
I'm using .30 Luger brass, and am
short of it. I've got some more brass
ordered and will send you a case or
two then if you would like.

“Now I'm getting the barrel
turned and chambered. It will be
about twelve inches and have ad-
justable sights. I've got a set of
Numerich ramp rifle sights to be
installed.”

The exchange of letters, the step-
by-step description of developments,
went on through the writing of
hundreds of words. A few months
of this brand of interest-tweaking
and I started to await the coming
of the next ‘“chapter” in the build-
ing of this weird Luger with in-
creased interest. The ¢“.224 Gold-
stein Luger” could be a real var-
mint stomper with a range of bal-
listics that’d equal or exceed ability

to hit over distances in excess of a :
hundred yards.

As I said, the gun had been com-
pleted and sent to me for testing
before I evef went digging back in-
to the letter file for that original
note from Goldstein. When I broke
the seal on the package, I found
that, as promised, the forming and
loading dies also had been included,
as well as fifteen empty .224 G.
Luger hulls. I’d need more brass.

The stuff that came with the gun
was Remington brass, already neck-
ed down and fired. Wanting to try
another kind of brass, I tried to
get a box of Western empties for
reloading. The Winchesters adver-
tise the stuff as available for $7
per hundred, unprimed. I found
that it ¢s available, but only on a
special-order basis. I wound up
buying a box of .30 Luger loads and
pulling the bullets. They're $5.75 a
box of fifty. My curiosity still did
not suffer much of a dent . . . I
wanted to find out what this rascal
would do! Besides, I used the
RCBS bullet puller in the A-2 press
and the little 93-grain .30 Luger
bullets are still in good shape. I'll
save ’em for some velocity testing
with some .30 caliber rifle in the
future!

Goldstein lists strength of the
case as one of his chief reasons for
choosing the .30 Luger cartridge
for his necking-down operations. I
might add that the shoulder on this
round, slight as it may be, makes
the mouth-squeezing by steps a
snap. The “tricks” next to mouthing
down .8357 Magnum cases for .22
caliber bullets gave people fits for
quite a while. It’d be even tougher
with these shorter .30 Luger hulls
were it not for this slight shoulder.
The diameter at the shoulder is .374
inches, about the same as for the
.357 hull, and what might turn out
to be a “hull” of a job is softened
by the fact that the neck diameter
is only about .332 inches! Taking
’em down in three steps cuts case
loss to zero if you're careful.

The first of Goldstein’s “drill
rod” dies is a two-ended affair,
fully threaded. I ran it into the A-2
press from underneath, or, inside
the “O” configuration of the cast-
ing. Using the large end of the first
forming die, I ran the empties
through the first step in necking-
down. This reduced the diameter of
the neck to about .308 inches. First
run complete, the die was turned
around for the next step. This one
took ’em down to .275 inches. The
final forming step is done in the
regular full-length sizing die. What
you wind up with is a thoroughly
rare looking little fatso that, even
if it didn’t shoot, would be worth
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the carrying just for the curiosity
of it! But shoot, it does, and we’ll
be coming to that later.

As Goldstein pointed out earlier,
the shoulder angles from body to
neck at about: twenty-six degrees.
The case is about three-quarters of
an inch long and measures roughly
.388 inch at the base and is of the
rimless variety. It’ll hold too much
(11.5 grains) 2400, since I found
that about 9.5 grains is tops with
40-grain bullets. Even this amount
of 2400 — moreso 10 grains of
4227 — requires the use of CCI
#550 -(small pistol, magnum) prim-
ers to prevent the occurrence of un-
burned powder flakes in the barrel.

Speaking of bullets, I tried a 45-
grain spitzer (pointed) type in this
case, but it’s just a bit too long.
The overall length of the loaded
round can’t exceed around 1.125
inch if they’re to feed through the
magazine clip. Then, too, those
pointed lead tips get a thorough
bending when they’re rammed
against the feed ramp. The best bul-
lets, because of length and nose
shape, are the 40 grainers. One of
the ones I found particularly well
adapted is the .224 40-grain Hor-
net bullet by Sierra. We'll turn it
loose by saying that the bullet will
have to be short and blunt nosed.
There are several that meet those
requirements.

That original letter had also
asked me what I thought of pres-
sure limitations of the Luger. I had
replied that I felt that 40,000 psi
was about the outer limit for this
one. A subsequent letter from Gold-
stein indicated that Fred Datig

30

(another name that is closely associ-
ated with the Luger) in his Luger
Variations has spotted 40M psi as
the limit in pressures. None of the
loads tested indicated signs of ex-

cessive pressures . . . Signs, yes,
but not dangerous. There was some
mild cratering of primer firing pin
marks with the hottest of loads.
This would indicate that, using 40-
grain blunts and the right powders,
this .224/.30 Luger will make a
significant bid for attention in the
performance efficiency category.

When I got ’hold of the gun and
those fifteen empties, its originator
was a jump ahead of me on the re-
loading scene, having written:

“The gun is exceptionally strong:
While experimenting with loads I've
blown brass apart without injur-
ng myself or the pistol. I still don’t
have too much information on
loads.

“It seems that 6.0 or 6.5 grains of
Unique with a 40-grain Sierra gives
good accuracy and reasonable pres-
sures. I have loaded all the way up
to 8.0 grains (of Unique) but it is
way too hot and destroys the cases
every time.”

Luger and selected loads were
sent by Goldstein to Alcan of Alton,
Illinois last spring. Alcan’s reply
reads thus:

“Dear Mr. Goldstein:

The testing on your .224 Gold-
stein Luger loads for welocity has
been completed and the welocities
are as follows:

TEST NO. 1.
40 Grain Speer Bullet
6.0 Grs. Unique Powder
W-W Swmall Pistol Primer

Author uses brace at range to deter-
mine capabilities of this wildcat in-
sofar as accuracy is concerned. Re-
sults were less weird than gun design.

Remington .30 Luger Case

1) 2247 ft/sec.

2) 2247 ft/sec.

3) 2204 ft/sec.

4) 2216 ft/sec.

5) 2228 ft/sec.

Average: 2228 ft/sec.
TEST NO. 2.

55 Gr. Speer Bullet

7.5 Grs. #2400 Powder

W-W Small Pistol Primer

Remington .30 Luger Case

1) 1643 ft/sec.

2) 1688 ft/sec.

3) no reading

4) 1633 ft/sec.

5) 1677 ft/sec.

Average: 1660 ft/sec.
TEST NO. 3.

40 Grain Speer Bullet

9.0 Grs. #2400 Powder

W-W Small Pistol Powder

Remington .30 Luger Case

1) 2162 ft/sec.

2) 2222 ft/sec.

3) 2235 ft/sec.

4) mo reading

5) 2122 ft/sec.

Average: 2185 ft/sec.

“The above welocity figures are
instrumental and are taken at tenm
feet.

“All fired shells, but one, was ex-
tracted and ejected by hand. The
second shot of Test No. 2 ejected
the shell clear of the gun.”

These empty shells were replaced
in their original sacks, marked by
the loads they had contained prior
to firing and returned to Goldstein.
He had forwarded them to me with
the gun. I examined them and found
little more than mormal pressure
indications.

I duplicated the loads tested by
Alcan and found the loads using
6 grains of Unique powder per-
formers, accuracy-wise.

As I have already said, I don’t
believe in loading long bullets in
this little wildcat. There’s just too
much of ’em! They have to be seat-
ed so deep that the base is almost
touching the primer from the in-
side before the overall cartridge
length can be short enough for the
magazine clip. Weight is also an en-
cumbering factor with this rela-
tively small capacity hull, as is evi-
denced by the mundane 1600-odd
ft /sec. velocities obtained. It is pos-
sible to double the velocities one
can get with the regular .30 Luger,
but only with 40-grain slugs.

(Continued on next page)
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Above: As illustrated with this steel
tape, the overall length of the Gold-
stein Luger is an even 16 inches.

o

Below: Cofterman took the gun into
the bush for some serious plinking
to learn that this hold gives results.

e

Left: Cariridge redesigned for this
experimental model appears strange-
ly disproportioned to design of gun.

Back now to the reloading I did
with this cartridge, I list the fol-
lowing :
Bullet

224 Amt. Est. Vel.

Sierra Powder grs. ft./sec. Remarks

40 gr. AL-5 5.0 1,900

Could be worked
up to about 6.0
grains.

Use CCIl #£550
primer.

Excellent loading.
Good. Might be
increased to 5.5
grains.

Absolute Maximum
load! Used CCI
#550 primers.
Absolute Maximum
load! Used W -W
primers.

40 gr. 4227 10.0 2,100

40 gr. AL-8 8.0 2,250
40 gr. Acapnia 5.0 2,000

40 gr. 2400 9.5 2,250

40 gr. Unique 6.3 2,275

I also ran some loads using Hi-
Skor and Bullseye, both fast burn-
ers, but found them not particularly
suited to a cartridge of this type,
at least for the long-range shooting
this pistol was designed for. If you
build one of these and like to plink
around, 3 grains of Hi Skor and the
40-grain bullet will do the job. This
load, however, cannot be expected to
work the action of this gun. The
gun I worked with is, as of this
time, not altered for the lighter re-
coil of this cartridge. That makes
it necessary to hand-eject all but an
occasional hull. One in several will
work the action, but it can’t be
counted on. There’ll have to be
some lightening of resistance.

The last communication I re-
ceived from Jerry Goldstein, just
prior to this writing, exposed a
few more facts:

“This barrel blank was made by

Nu-Line Guns in St. Louts, (they

bought out Ted Holmes, the

benchrester from Matoon,

Illinois. ).

“Finished barrel length is 11%,

inches from the breech. (Effec-

tive length is eleven inches.)

“My good friend Ken Merritt of

Champagne (Illinois) helped me

with much of the machine work

and deserves credit.

This latter alteration might bring
about the action functioning I men-
tioned earlier. As Goldstein said,
“Functioning is still not perfect and
you might mention that the gun is
still being developed.”

Personally, one of those develop-
mental additions I'd like to see is
the advantage of a pistol scope.
There are several good ones, any one
of which should turn this rakish
looking handgun into a fine long-
range varminter! @
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