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Over e yoars, most collectors of Luger Pisiols ane
askid regeatidly the same goestions bY those secking
information abowl the weapon. This pamphbet is oo
attesnpt o list the goestioas mosi commonly asked,
asd plve & brief smswor bo sach,

1. 'Was Georg Luger & citizen of the Unibed SEaleaT

Mr. Luges, the invenler of thi platol taat bears his
name, wEs born in Awstris, in 1348 and died in
Barlia, bn 1023. His designs of the Pistoke Para-
bollum, &5 it was origmally known, Incorporabed
many features of e Borchart pisiol; which is
called by some *The Father of all Lugers=. Al the
time of his invenldon, ke, Lager was in the esaplay
of Dewische Walfen und Munikicnsfabriken, of
Berlin Germany (DWM). Georg Luager visited our
eounkry @n & mumbar of cecasions, but never be-
Cam & cilizen.

2.0ver what period of me were Lagers made?

The Brst Lager was placed on the markst in 1900,
and sovoral million Legers later afficial prodecs
Hon ended in 1942, At thal tlane i was replsced by
e Germany militasy wiin ibe ‘Walther P-38.
Lugirs wire balll i Germany after 1942  However,
i is believed that they were, for the most part,
assombled from previously manufactured pasis.

3. Who were the various manufacturers of Lugers?

DWh (Deutech Wation und Musiticesfabriven) of
Berlin. The Orst manuiscturer of the weapon.
15040 b gpproximately 1930.

ERFURT (Foysl Arsesal of Erfari, Germany}.
1914 to 1918, with some rebullding work dond after
B war. This arséenal was similar to our Spring-
fleld Arsenal, im that it was governmesd owned
and operated.

VICKERS LTD. (Viekers-Armatrong, Limisg.
This English firm made some 10,000 Lagers ender
conkract for the Detch. Circa 1917,

SIMSON & ©O. (Subl, Germany}. Makers of Legers
throughout the 193078 and carly 1530°s. Much of
tholr early work was the rebadldieg of wartime
produttion fof Pelssud to the 100,000 man sEmy
allowsd Germany by the Treaty of Versallles.
Lager they manudsciured Legers for military asd
SO commerelal sales.




WAFFENFABRIKEEN BERN (Bom, Switzerlsd).
LiggaTa muds by tds firm were basically two mo-
dils. The 1006/34 mede in ihe early 1920°s amd
thwe 1929 Barn. The Ratter eonlaing &0 meay doskn
changes that seme say that it looks a3 much ke
Jupenese Nambea as it does a Luger.

MASER (Obersdorf, Gormany). About 1533, this
great German ares maker sequired DWH and
built Lugers up to the end of afficlal prodection in
1943, Mauser Legers are jdenbified by eithor tho
makor's name on the toggle or ome of the following
code marks |8 e same ocabion, 5542, 42 or byl
WOTE: Some very carly Mausors bear e lotlers
DWhl and must b identified by othor moans, such
as proof marks.

KRIEGHOFF (Hiearich Krieghoff Waffendabrick,
Sughil, Germany). In 1953 this fameiss German firm
entered the Leger feld, making (B4 weapon for the
Lufwaffe, asd a small number for the commaoneial
markel. As one mighl expect, thedr Logers wore of
sxcllesd quality. However, comparatively speak-
ing, production quantities were fer loss than those
of othiér majer manufsctirers. For thal roason
Krieghofi Logers are consddered to be &peod itim
for e collecior.

SPANDAU & Gorman Arsenal, similar in#iructore
o Erbert, did mansdseture some Lugers. For many
yuars pothlsg was keows abowt thelr role in Ehe
Lugér story, and for bt mallor wery Mitle has
been docursented as pet, Howower, ssveral pieces
hawe been discovered and are known by b genging
Spanday Lugers. All known examples carry the
dato 1018 on the ckamber. Probably bess than 100
miadis, Ehug a vory rare Lager,

ROTE: Beware of lakes.

4. What woere the different calibers in whick Lugers
wOrE Emaded

Thie firat was 7.68me (30 Lager), then came the
moat common of &1, fmm. Probably a half dozen
or 50 were made in 40 ACF and &ves bss = 32
ACP and 380 cal. A few have been found in Smm
Wambe, byl Gre Moeght o be reworks, not factory
arlginal. Nols: Recenl ressarch indicates that the
Japanese did pot ese, or allow lo be ased thelr
crast, the Chrysant p 84 8 chasmbar moark oa
any handguns. Therefre, 1 follows thet Logers
bearing this mark mast be less than fsclery ari-
plmal. This information comrtesy “Japaness hili-
Lary Colloctor Quarterly”.
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S.In what barrel beogths were Lugoss madey

The comman lengths are: 3-5/8, 4, 4-3/4, &, § and
U-3/4 isches. In the 1920°8 some Lugers wore
made with barrels Fanging a0 Ba way o b 24
inches,

. What countries used the Luger as & military hand
weapont

Many bested e Lager including the United States,
bgt Swiizerland was ihe first o adopt the gum,
dalng o in 1901, Goermany adopbed it Sor the Navy
in 190 &nd for the mikitary in 1908; tus the Ger-
man desigmation PO&. Brazil, Portagal, The Neth-
@rlands and Bulgaria, used the Lugér along with
Fussia and several other countries on a Umbbed
‘basis. It shodld Be nobed teat Legers have been
sold commarsially trosgh out the workd. Neds: In
late Octobar, 1901 B Unlied Stales ook delivery
of 1000 Americen Eagles im cal. 7.65mm for best-
ing in Ehe field, Shortly thereafter we rebarmesd 50
ol thess lagt plecas W th DWM fsolory In exchange
for the same romber bnocal. Smm. The latter is
knowmn today to collectors as the 1902 Carlridge
Counter. Nope of the test Lugers were found ac-
coplable o our ordnance deparimvent, whereupon
(L7l ] 4 d still ser were sobd at
public guectlos. There are less ot 50 1900 Test
Eagles known today, and vory, Wy Sw Cartridgs
Countors.

- How many differont kinds of Lapors aro dharof

Collectors categorize Lugers as Commercials,
Contracts, Millteries, Prototypes and Reworks.
Thers & will over 300 warfallond of U pas
knawn, dnd as intérest sushrooms and sudenks of
e Luger become more knowlidgeable, the 1t
continses o grow. At this point it s quéstionable
if anybody krows Bow many variatioasof the Luger
uxist.

& Whal dotermines the value of a Luger?

it's the old story of supply and demand. The di-
miiee] 15 Iscreasing ab @ rapid rate while she sugpgly
of op gealiy pleces LS on e decline, The varia-
tios 18 mosal importest. However, | seems (bl
condition 18 the key Betor, Collectors don"l wastl
Jusk ewen L U s & very rareplece of junk. There-
fore, excellent o mint matching Lupers are ihe
bast, regardiess of the variakion. Collectors agree
that oo cas'i go wrong buying mint Lugers.




9.1 have & Lugor st home, whal &5 it worl®

This i5 the most frequontly asked quesiton of all,
It 8 lkw Asying that you have o Car for sabe, what
L i worth? Obviously & answner can’t b0 given
without first knowing what kind of car or Lugor
you have, and withoul seeing s pisce. Don't put o
doaler or colléctor on the apol wilh ihis question.
Imstead, show him the gun s¢ that he cin Clve you
an intelligent answer. Remember; Luger values
range all the way from next o polking for junk, to
ibomsands of dollass for the rarest mink Sodela.

10. Wewre can [ get— Top quallty Lagers for & col-

Mlion: books o Lipers; Lager parts]

Always start with your local gun shops, all of
it Gal o kesow &l the dealers & yoor area,
Don't excluds ond shop becamse yos don"t like the
OuWnNEr, or becawss b never has any Lugers. The
doaler you cross off your Hst may have a fine
Luger hidden away of got one bn, and you woeld
feal rather foolish if you missed getting it becauso
you gawe op 0o soon. I you can't find what you
eeuk kcally, iry cad of s following:

Collection guelity Legers.

. E. Shabiuck, 6661 Castle Dr.,
Blrmingham, Mich.

Prairie Enterprises, Box 4103,

Maonigomery, Alsbams
The above pat owt lists regularly sad are most
reliahle,

Books on Lugers.

Thin Luger Platol (Pletols Parabelbam)
by Fred A. Datig,
Borden Publishing Co.

Luger Varislians
by Harry E. Jones,

by Charlis Keénjyon, Jr.,
Handgun Fress.
U. &, Test Trials/ 1900 Luger
by bllchae]l Raeds,
Coventry Poblishisg Co., Lid,
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Lager Parts

Harold Brafieit,
1 Chugrel Stroct,
Cragwall, Michipan

Mole: The Shotgun News |s & fino publication Histisg
ads for Logers, books aad parts.

Speclal Noto; In closing, & fow worda should bo de-
voled fo ithe subject of “fakes®. Not the fale that
attompls o chargs o common Leger isio & rare
wvaristion, but e for more provelesl fsko which a-
cludos robluing, renusmbarisgor ri-anyihing . Matchisg
numbars are Important to the collecior, and parts
rezembering is & fairly simple procedare. The proper
mothod of roblulng early Ligers 8 comparstivoly
eapanaive, while b labér Manser finish bs easier and
cheaper, Nevertheless, i is wunbikely you will fisd
extonslve profossional rewsrk on o lower pricsd
Luger. Kosp In mind that any work periormed on &
phoce outside the fsctory, for the most part, should
not be clossified as original, The vast majority of
donders sl eollochors are bosost moes asd should be
consilled il Fou hawe any doubls concofnlsg & partle-
wlar Luger. Lastly, have a litbe faith. Don't expect
ovory Luger 80 be o fae. In iodal, the percestage is
axcoadisgly small.

The author of this pamphbet Is 3 collector of Logers
datieg from 1900 o the mid 1920's, and is interested
I= baying Lugers of all kinds.
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