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The NRA, the foremost guardian of the traditional Ameri-
can right to “keep and bear arms,” believes that every
law-abiding citizen is entitled to the ownership and legal
use of firearms, and that every reputable gun owner
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Interarms’new
Mauser-made
Parabellum
Karabiner is
shown in com-
parison to an
original DWM
model which
lacks its stock.
The ivory-scaled
German hunting
knife, dating
from the 1920s, is properly called a
Hirschfaenger (stag knife or cutlass)
and was used to administer the coup
de grace to downed game. Photo by
Randy Lamson.
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Karabines
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I
g presence of cither a physical handicap or Kaiser
Wilhelm Il would be enough 1o depress most people, and
if’s hard 1o imagine any good coming out of a cnmhman(;n of
the two. Certainly, World War | was no boon to mankind
Historians claim that the Kaiser's bellicose nature caused the
greal war, psychologists claim that his withered left arm caused
his nature
Whether cither claim is justified or not. it is known that Kai-
ser Willie, as he was unaffectionately called, was extremely

defensive about his handicap, which is understandable. and
extremely interested

Two or three thousand were made and sold before the war in
7.65 mm Parabellum cal, and one gun, at least, was reported
made in 9 mm cal. Most had the contoured 1oggic cars. gnp
safety, and flat mainspring of the “old” 1900 Luger, 11.87
barrels, a supplementary recoil spnng in the fore-end, ar:d a
buffalo horn buttplate on the finely checkered stock. The 7.65
mm cartridge used was loaded to higher velocity and pressure
than the standard pistol round. This was necessary 10 obtain
proper functioning of the heavy recoiling parts

The Model 1902 was the first Luger to be supplied with a
stock and the first to

in hunting, which is
landable. It 1s also
known that he used
the Model 1902 Luger
Carbine in deer hunt-
ing on his vast estates
He had more than e
one carbine, appar- —

Automatische Jagd-Karabiner!

be made with a stock
lug, though its prede-
cessor, the Borchardt,
Selbstlade - Karabmer Parabellum was rcgulzrl_\ sup-
phed as a pistol/ car-
bedeutend bine.

ermifigt’ The war presuma-
bly stopped produc-
tion of this sporuing

ently, for he is said to

prior to the war

It is said also, but not proven, that the Model 1902 was
designed specifically for the Kaiser, to compensate for his weak
arm and enable him to hunt successfully and for extended
periods without fatigue

The facts surrounding the design, production, and sale of the
original Luger Carbine are not fully known but are generally
accepted to be as follows:

Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken (DWM) made
carbine prototypes as early as 1900 and production guns by no
later than 1904. These are now known as Model 1902 Carbines

3t
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have given Theodore A 1912 catalog of the German gun-dealing firm of H. Burgsmuller & Sohne referred
Roosevelt one \\.hcn 1o the DWM self-loader as a Jagd-Karabiner, which translates to “hunting carbine.” military application
Teddy visited Willie The gun carried a price of 115 Marks. 40 Marks more than the standard Luger pistol. But around 1920,

upper

pis
has the
that

feature and is made

gun, for it had no

DWM put out an-
other model in very limited numbers. 1t was quite similar to the
Model 1902, but had slightly different checkering and the
“new” symmetrical toggle ears. Some, perhaps all, were made
up from parts, and vanations exist, including those that lack
the fore-end extension assist spring

In addition to the Models 1902 and 1920, DWM produced
transitional models and presentaton picces. Adding all
together, the quantity produced was small, and all are of great
value to collectors today. They are of superlative quality and in
no way comparable in intended use or in numbers produced to
continued on p. T0

tol In each of the groupings above is an original DWM M1902
supplementary recoil lug on the barrel. The “75th Year” Mauser

with coll mainspring and flat toggle grips.
35
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the relatively common \I"'b"“’cked I
barreled, military pistol cafblncg. Ong.
lacked fore-ends Whigh

Lots of people talk about the &
cial Luger Carbines, some collectors Mer.
them, and all would like to, by, feu ;1)“
had a chance to shoot onpe Interg 4'.¢I
recent importation of the Mau»cr»n:.m\
1980 vintage carbine can make Sh()(,lddc
possible for anyone who wants o in
provided one has the $7500 Necessar ‘m‘
its purchase (including the $20q fezi or
transfer tax fee), and provided tp, tra)
are still available when the purchase g:”l\
is accumulated. Of the total p,odufnltc
run of 250 pieces, less than p on
reserved for the U.S. market,

A sample carbine, first announceq
the December, 1979, American R'ﬂemaln
was made available for testing by NR:\'
staff members recently. The pey -
resembles the later Model 1920 DWM:1
as it has a coil mainspring and circula,
toggle ears but lacks the supplementa,
fore-end spring. Mauser makes it in 9 m;\
Luger cal. only, complete with the origina|
DWM monogram on the bolt. Ag tp,
number to be sold is far less thap the
number of serious Luger collectors, j

Luger Carbine

continued from p. 35

alf are

| probable that the Mausers will be hoygeq

under lock and key and displayed
valuable curiosities rather than being shot.
That may be just as well, as the sample ye
tried looks good, feels good, but functions
less than well with many types of U§
ammunition.

Several brands of American cartridges
with hollow soft-point and full-jacketed
bullets gave spotty performance in feed-
ing. Some JHPs wouldn’t feed at all, Only
some corrosive, Berdan-primed surplu's
Czech ammunition (like the carbine,

VELOCITY RESULTS
Vel.@15°  Vel. @15  Velocity

9 mm Luger Luger 4" Carbine  Difference
Clﬂﬂdgl - ‘B.r-nl 11.8"Barrel (tps)
Remington

ROIMM1

115-gr. JHP 1089 1348 259
Remmglon

ROMM

124-gr. FMJ 1050 1277 227
Federal SAP

123-gr. FMJ 1036 1203 167
Federal 9BP

115-gr. JHP 1028 1263 235
Speer 3620

125-gr. JSP 1007 1189 182
Speer 3610

100-gr. JHP 1249 1496 247
Dynamit-

Nobel (Geco)

123-gr. FMJ 1178 1371 193

PMC 9A

115-gr. FMJ 1022 1264 242

Canadian

Military 1943

121-gr. FMJ 1185 1412 21

Czech Military

100-gr. FMJ ~ 1238 1435 197
70 AMERICAN RIFLEMAN
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mpoﬂfd and sold by Interarms) and
;janﬂdl-’" military ammunition seemed to

o through the pistol/carbine without
This should come as no surprise
emembered that the early
DWMs required special loadings — and
supplementary fore-end springs in
order 10 function well.

[n the course of firing the sample,
however, we pul aside confusing thoughts
about runnINg COITOsive ammunition
through the beautifully crafted Mauser
and rattled off a couple of hundred Czech
and Canadian shells as fast as the
magazines could be recharged. There was
surprisingly little noise and recoil when
compared to the same loads fired from
Luger pistols with 4” and 6” barrels. When
the carbine was fired with the stock
detached, it felt cumbersome and almost
unpleasant in comparison to the superbly
palanced shorter-barreled pistols, but
there would seem to be no reason to fire
the carbine without stock when its
installation 1s so quick and simple.

The 11.8” barrel length of the Mauser
Parabellum carbine provides a significant
increase 1n velocity compared to the same
ammunition fired in a shorter barrel 9 mm
pistol. As a matter of interest, a variety of
9 mm ammunition was chronographed in
the Mauser Parabellum and in a DWM
1918 Luger with 4” barrel. The average
gain in velocity was about 218 f.p.s., or 28
f.ps. for each additional inch of barrel
length. This compares quite closely with
Technical Stafl experience comparing

n

B

g

other handgun cartridges, when fired in
both handguns and rifles. (See American
Rifleman, February, 1979, p. 35). Results
are shown in the accompanying table

The greatest difference in velocity
between the carbine and standard Luger
pistol was obtained with Remington 115-
gr. JHP cartndges. the smallest difference
was observed with Federal 123-gr. FMJ
ammunition. The highest velocity ob-
tained in the standard Luger pistol was
1249 f.p.s., obtained with Speer 100-gr.
JHP cartndges. This loading also gave the
highest average velocity in the I1.8” barrel
carbine.

Accuracy of the stocked Luger carbine
was quite adequate. Although no formal
accuracy tests were conducted, 10-shot
groups fired casually at 25 yds. during the
chronographing sessions averaged about
2" with the Remington and Federal
commercial loads and with 1943 Canadian
surplus cartridges. Groups were somewhat
larger when firing Czech military, Korean
(PMC) ball ammunition, and Geco (Dy-
namit-Nobel) commercial FMJ cartridges.

Ignoring the underpowered American
ammunition and the questionable practi-
cality of the pistol/carbine, then, we
judged the new Mauser to be a work of art
and an instant collectors’ item.

If, as has been rumored, the Kaiser is to
be credited for the existence of Parabel-
lum Carbines in the first place, we can’t
say, “Willy, all is forgiven,” but we can say
with some reservation, as Teddy Roose-
velt probably did, “Thanks.” n
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Pistol or
Rifle Press

CH Corbide

Sizing Die,

ing Die,
Post

Complete os illustroted
with 4 shell holders,
Pistol
C-H Push
Button Powder Meo-
sure, (-H Hollow Bell
one Primer
C-H Automatic
Primer Feed including

1 primer tube,

Speed Bullet §
Seater and ”“uum
C-H Toper Crimp Die.

$269.50

When ordering specify
coliber — 38-357,

Maog, 45 ACP, .45 Colt,
9mm Luger, 380 Auto,
32 S & W Llong. (M-1
corbine available, but
not with carbide)

$158.00 For Tool,
4 shell holders ond 1
primer tube only.

(Standard 78"

rifle meosure will fit
in No. 1 station and
ony stondord set of We
rifle dies can be used)

X

(JOBBER INQUIRIES INVITED)
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new!

C-H 444

C-H

44

This teol is powerful
enough to full length
resize all stenderd
cases (375 H & H or).
14 It should not be used
however to reform
cases or swoge bullets.
recommend that
you use ome of our 0
presses for  these
operations.

SEND FOR NEW CATALOG
See your favorite
sporting goods dealer first

C-H TOOL & DIE CORPORATION

Box “L”, Owen, Wisconsin 54460

CLOSEOUT...CLOSEOUT..

* From the Estate of Mr. SE

* %% A Commemorative Drag

HY-SCORE*

Colt-Navy .36, Steel, 1851 e
Colt-Army .44, Brass, 1851 Reb. .
Remington .36, Steel, 1858
Kentucky Rifle .45, percussion ..
Kentucky Rifie .45, fllnf..
Kentucky Pistol .44, percussion
Kentucky Pistol .44, flint e

Black Powder Guns

%% The Inventory of Hopkins &

_SW COMPANY DOES IT AGAIN!...CLOSEOUT... CLOSEOUT...
Here’s Your Opportunity To Cash In On A Spectacular Selection Of Quality
And Accessories At Unheard-of Low Prices!

Laszlo, President of Hy-Score Arms — thelr black powder Inventory.
Allen & Ultra HI, who have discontinued their black powder businesses.

oon Serles.
CLOSE OUT HOPKINS & ALLEN & ULTRA Hix« CLOSE OUT
S— LN Kentucky Plstol Kt .45, percusslon ... § 25.00
..... 50.00 Kentucky Pistol Kit .45, filnt.__ 35.00
...75.00 Kentucky Rifle Kit .45, percussion ... 60.00
~425.00 Kentucky Rifle Kit 45, fint . ... 6500
Kentucky Plistol .45, perc. Assembled...._.___50.00

Zouave Rifie Kit .58, percussion

Kentucky Plstol 45, fiint Assembled.________55.00
Kentucky Rifle 45, flint Assembled.
Boot Underhammer Pistol .45, Kit

The Kentucky Rifle 425.00
Buffalo Hunter .58, percussion .. ....12%00 R e o )

Ol e 08 e i’ who wpply Lyman & EMF MISC. ACCESSORIES CLOSE OUT
BCuIIIeLh;oulds - 3 &d45cal.(each).._________§ 6.00

olt emington Powder Flask (each).... o y
COMMEMORATIVE DRAGOONS ##*  CLOSE OUT Zouave Bayonet (Hy Score) ( ] s

First, Second or Third Model ... ey 89,98 Complete w/Scabbard (each).—c 20,
Collection — of One EQCh * ....250.00 Frontlersman'’s fringed Possible Bag — oo

### Al Serial No's under 500 - Two holes in gri allions (nof Inc.) exact copy of the original In

New Condilon authentic Colorado Blue (each).....__..._______ 6.00

Ordering Information: Plea
Money Order. Add $5.00 per
Is brand new and willl be shippe

Yo w SW

se follow Instructions so your order wlll not be delayed. Send Cashlers Ch
Rifle, $3.50 per Pistol, $1.50 per Accessory. No C.0.D.’s or Freight Collect. All mer%hggglg
d via U.P.S. Subject to limited quantity on hand - A ONCE IN A LIFETIME BARGAIN . ... ...

COMPANY, 815 22nd Street., Union City, New Jersey 07087 3¢ ¢
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