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World of Automatics

by Ralph Shattuck

2-Inch BYF Luger

Q I'have a Luger, BYF dated 41, with
a 2-inch barrel. It has a very faint ring
where it was cut toward the end of the
barrel. Very expertly done! The barrel,
frame and magazine has the letter G
stamped under the matching serial
numbers.

Could this have been done at the
factory or for a special group that
needed a shorter handgun?

I would appreciate any information
concerning this piece and the value.

Edward Purdie III

A1 have grave reservations about
there having been any original two-inch
BYF’s, although I have encountered
some on which the barrels have been
altered by gunsmiths. A research of the
available literature on this weapon
reveals no factory-produced pieces with
two-inch barrels.

Regarding the market value of BYF
guns with two-inch barrels, my exper-
ience has been that they are worth in
excellent condition around $500.

Ralph E. Shattuck

Novel Cleaning Kit

Q A friend of mine turned up a
cleaning kit at a gun show recently that
to me, at least, is novel. In shape and
appearance it duplicates an automatic
pistol magazine; it comes very close to
the .38 ACP 1900 Colt’s magazine.
Overall length is S 5/16-inches assem-
bled.
I would be grateful for any informa-
tion you could provide on this item.
Thomas N. Casey

A 1am in total agreement that it is a
most unusual kit; actually, it is the first
of its kind I have encountered to date.
In my opinion, the style is European
and is similar to accessories displayed
with Portuguese equipment from the
1900-1908 era. I have reservations
about the kit’s having been manufac-

tured in the United States.
Ralph E. Shattuck

P-38 Shooter

Q Would you please try to answer
some questions for me concerning
my Walther P-38. On the left side of
the slide is the following: 5672 m ac 43.
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On the right side of the slide there are
three marks: an eagle with a swastika
underneath and two proof marks with
the number 359 under them. The serial
numbers on the barrel and frame match
that on the slide. The left side of the
front sight has the numeral 4 on it. The
gun has the original grips, although the
magazine is not the original. The safety
may have been altered, since it shows
“F’’ and ‘“S”’ positions. The bluing on
the weapon is poor and the gun shows
many tool marks. There is no pitting
and there are no signs of rust. The gun
does show use, but is a highly accurate
and shootable weapon.

Would you please tell me where and
when this pistol was made. Also, is
there any way to determine which
segment of the armed forces it was
used in? Finally, would you suggest
that I use it as a shooting gun, or
should I preserve it as a collector’s
item? Peter W. Gonzales

Amn my oppinion, from: the coding on
the side, the gun was manufactured
by Walther in 1943, probably in May of
that year. From the proofing on the
right side - eagle, swastika, proof
marks, and three digits - it can be
inferred that it was an Army issue
weapon.

I would definitely suggest, from your
description of the gun that you use it as
a shooter. Collectible pieces should
display a 98% or better rich blue with
excellent or better bores.

Ralph E. Shattuck

Scoped Carbine?

Q I have recently acquired a 1902
Luger Carbine in 7.65 caliber #23896
which is complete, original and
matching.

It appears to be a Special Order
Carbine from DWM. The person I
purchased it from, told me that it was
made to take a Carl Zeiss Electronic
Telescope which was made especially
for the Luger Carbine. He said that he
saw pictures of such a scope in an early
(1920) Zeiss catalog. The scope is not
with the gun. On the left side rail,
above and parallel to the take-down
lever, is a bar with a raised pin about ¥4
inch in diameter. About 1 inch behind

this is a recess also about % inch in
diameter. Logically, it would seem that
the scope mount has a hook which goes
around the pin and a like pin which
snaps into the recess to lock the scope
in place.

Have you ever seen or heard of such
a scope for a Luger Carbine? If so, I
would sincerely appreciate any inform-
ation you might be able to provide. 1
would also appreciate any information
about the Zeiss Company and its
catalogs.

While I am no expert, I have been a
Luger collector for many years, as you
know, and the feature on this Luger
Carbine appears to me to be factory
original. As an expert in the Luger
field, I would appreciate any informa-
tion you can give me.

Jack Chamberlaine

A You have most certainly aroused
my curiosity regarding your Luger
carbine that you believe will accommo-
date a scope. If I did not know you
personally and consider you to be
extremely knowledgeable about
Lugers, I might even suspect you of
perpetrating a hoax!

Seriously though I have never
encountered a Luger that had been
adapted for a scope. I have communi-
cated with my contacts in Germany and
they all assure me that they are totally
unaware of such an adaptation as
having been issued by any of the Luger
factories. The question arises as to
whether your carbine might have been
fashioned by an individual gunsmith.

I would like to think that someday I
may have the opportunity to examine
your carbine. Ralph E. Shattuck

1922 Browning

Q I hope that you will be able to give
me some information on the pistol
described below.

The gun, a Browning Model 1922, in
7.65Smm caliber was found in an old
barn in a flap holster with a spare clip.
It retains 95% of the blue, and has
walnut, checkered, grips. Serial
number, 139,662 appears on frame,
barrel, inside slide, and the slide
extensions. The letters MR, appear on

(continued on page 46)



Persian cutaway—very rare. Only 50 were made.

The Iranian Parabellum

by C. L. Conrad and Ralph Shattuck

Among Luger collectors in the
United States, little is known about the
Parabellums obtained by the Iranian
Government, except that they are
rarely encountered and are concomit-
antly expensive when offered for sale.
Although the total number of pistols
procured and their approximate dates
of delivery are generally regarded as
well established, the historical back-
ground of this transaction remains
obscure. It is, correspondingly, the
purpose of this article to at least
partially elucidate the military and
commercial arrangement, of which the
Luger procurement was but a single
example, that prevailed between Persia
and Germany. An elaboration of this
theme will furnish some fascinating
insights into the international arms
trade, with specific reference to the
rivalry existing among ‘‘Great Powers’’
for the control of developing nations.

The following observations appear in
W. H. B. Smith’s classic study of the
rifles and handguns produced by
Mauser.

‘““Germany infiltrated the entire
South American continent and much of
China by recognizing the elementary
fact that whoever armed the police and
military organizations of those coun-
tries, automatically exercised consider-
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EDITORS NOTE: We are pleased to
note that the Department of the
Treasury has reclassified the Per-
sian artillerys with rig’s as curios or
relics as of June 2, 1977. This
means you can now own a Persian
artillery with the full rig. Our
Thanks to Mr. Mike Morris of De-
vine, Texas in getting this rulling
and advising us at ARMS
GAZETTE.

able control over their politics and
policies. In world areas where police
and military groups dominate, those
who are in a position to provide arms
and equipment and new military
techniques have always been able to
achieve a measure of power entirely out
of relation to either the number of
agents employed or the extent of the
business they have done with those
countries.’’

Smith’s remarks provide a succinct
description of what, to his way of
thinking was a characteristically
German brand of imperialism; under
the circumstances, however, it was
probably the only sensible option open
to a young and vigorous nation which
aspired to ‘‘Great Power’’ status. One
must remember that the Germany of
the late Nineteenth Century had only
recently become a nation state via
unification in 1871. Emulation of the
imperialistic ventures of the British,

French or Dutch was out of the
question, given the priorities and
resources of Bismarck’s Germany. As
regards the value of territories that
might be acquired in Eastern Europe,
Bismarck is reported to have said that
they were ‘‘not worth the bones of a
Pomeranian grenadier.”’” The ‘‘wild
Junker’’ had, if anything, even less
esteem for colonies in Africa or Asia.
For in the last analysis, a state with
imperialistic predilections need not
assume the responsibilities associated
with the overall management of a
foreign land, in order to exert effective
control. The obvious desire for a nation
with the strengths and propensities
peculiar to Germany was a land that:
(1) lacked the requisite technological
sophistication to produce arms domes-
tically, (2) was dominated by some sort
of military establishment, and (3) did
not fall within the sphere of influence of
an established ‘‘Great Power.”’ Un-
fortunately, Persia only satisfied the
first of the three preceding criteria.
Throughout the Nineteenth Century,
Persia was subjected to the continual
territorial encroachments of the Rus-
sians from the northwest and the
British (based in India) from the
southeast. It is apparent that each of
these European nations sought to check
the aggrandizement of the other and



These Rare Lugers Are A Product Of Imperial Germany’s Use
Of Technological Resources To Gain ““World Power’’ Status.

The mystic and elusive Persians - their story is as fascinating as those of ‘‘Arabian Nights.’

’

that, in the absence of such a balance of
power, either Russia or Great Britain
would have come to exert hegemony
over Persian affairs. For its part,
Germany required some severe dis-
ruption of this condition of equilibrium
before incursions into Persia would
prove practicable. World War I
furnished just such an initial op-
portunity.

The Great War, as it unfolded in
Persia, manifested itself in two distinct
theaters. In the North, the Cossack
Brigade, a Persian force commanded
by Russian officers, fought the Turks;
in the southern part of the country, the
South Persia Rifles, an indigenous unit
led by the British, sought to suppress
the insurrections of various minorities
that had grown restive under Persian
rule. These disaffected minorities were
encouraged in their insurgency by a
number of German advisers, of whom

the most prominent was Wasmuss, an
agent sufficiently notorious to be called
the ‘“German Lawrence.’”’ The de-
bilitating influence of the war upon
Great Britain, the effect of the
Bolshevik Revolution on Russia, the

intrigues of various foreign powers,

and the general chaos accompanying
the armed conflict in Persia all
combined to make circumstances
propitious for the appearance of a
““man on horseback.’”” Such a person
was not long in coming; Reza Khan, a
colonel in the Cossack Brigade,
engineered a successful coup d’etat in
1921, became Prime Minister in 1923
and was named Shah two years later.
After coming to power, Reza Khan
had as his most exigent concern the
reorganization and re-equipping of the
native military establishment. Regret-
ably, there is a paucity of reliable in
formation about the weapons with

which the Persians were outfitted
during the early and middle 1920s. One
would guess that a significant number
of British and Russian arms were
pressed into service, but this surmise
cannot be corroborated in any detail.
W. H. B. Smith asserts that the
Persians were equipped with various
models of the Mauser rifle, chambered,
by and large, for the 7.65 x S3mm
cartridge. Inasmuch as the existence of
a Persian contract for 7.65mm Mausers
has never been recognized by firearms
authorities, it is reasonable to conclude
that the rifles in question were
captured from the Ottomans.

As far as sidearms are concerned,
the Persian acquisition of an estimated
1,000 Mauser C-96 autopistols is
firmly established, although scholars
are not in agreement concerning the
date of this contract. For our purposes,
however, it does not matter if the
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Persians came into possession of the
C-96 pistols as early as 1910 or as late
as 1915. The significant point to be
noted is that either year antedates Reza
Khan’s seizure of power and therefore,
the Mauser handguns in question could
not have been among the weapons
procured in the 1920s. By way of
digression, we suspect for the
following reasons, that the Persian
C-96s were obtained for the Cossack
Brigade. In the first place, it is believed
that these handguns were secured for a
genuine military unit in contradis-
tinction to the native militia or some
sort of police agency. The Cossack
Brigade, which was created in 1882,
was the only effective Persian military
organization in existence prior to the
coup d’etat. Second, it will be recalled
that the Cossack Brigade was under the
command of Russian officers, who, one
might reasonably conjecture, would
exercise considerable influence over
equipment procurement. Given the
popularity of the Mauser Model 1896
pistol in Tsarist Russia, the selection of
this sidearm for Persian utilization
appears as a natural choice. In addition
to the C-96s, Germany sold a small
number of DWM produced machine
guns to Persia sometime before the
First World War. In all probability,
these Maxim guns were also issued to
the Cossack Brigade.

Reza Shah (another name for Reza
Khan) is reported to have viewed
Germany as a potentially friendly state
which could serve as a countervailing
power vis-a-vis great Britian and the
Soviet Union. This being the case, it is
not surprising that the first generally
acknowledged Persian rifle contract
was for Model 98 Mausers. Never-
theless, since this contract was
negotiated in the late 1920s, it is clear
that the Mauser firm could not directly
supply the rifles in question. At that
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time, the Treaty of Versailles was still
technically in force and, at any rate,
any circumvention of the treaty that
could have been accomplished by
Germany would have been directed
toward clandestine rearmament.
Mauser, however, was well prepared
for eventualities of this sort, for it had
established ties with several manu-
facturers outside Germany. In effect,
therefore, this arrangement permitted
foreign arms orders to be filled
whenever German weapons factories
were unable, for one reason or another,
to do so. By way of example, the newly
formed Brno Arms Works (also known
as CZ), situated in the equally newly
created state of Czechoslovakia,
obtained blueprints, specifications and
machinery for producing rifles of
Model 98 design from Mauser in 1922.
In addition, the installation of this
machinery was directed by Josef Nickl,
a well-known Mauser designer and
engineer. It is relevant to our story that
Persia purchased considerable num-
bers of Brno produced rifles of basic
Mauser pattern, designated the Model
98/29. These weapons were chambered
for the 8 x 57mm round and were
supplied in both a long rifle and short
rifle configuration. Apparently, Czech-
oslovakia also exported an appreciable
quantity of ZB-26 light machine guns to
Persia. It is interesting to note that
sometime in the 1920s or the 1930s, the
Persians procured rifles very similar to
the Czechoslovakian VZ 24 from FN, a
Belgian arms manufacturer having ties
with the Mauser firm which were
established prior to 1900.

We have already observed that Reza
Shah considered Germany to be a
potentially effective instrument for
frustrating Anglo-Soviet domination of
his native land. With Hitler’s rise to
power, the Shah saw in Germany an
even more attractive possible ally, for
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Right side of Persian artillery, overall
and close up of Tarsi inscription.

he was favorably disposed toward the
Nazis’ blatant militarism and anti-
Bolshevism. For their part, the Nazis
recognized the strategic importance of
Iran (the name assumed by Persia in
1935), both in terms of its geographic
location and its oil reserves. Con-
sequently, in the middle and late
1930s, many Germans emigrated to
Iran, with a corresponding strengthen-
ing of cultural and commercial bonds
between the two countries. It is at this
time that the Parabellum pistol enters
Iranian history. The folklore among
collectors has long been that the
Persian Lugers were not purchased by
Iran, but instead were presented to
Reza Shah for distribution among his
officers. Although this allegation
cannot be validated, it is not a variance
with what is believed about German
policies toward developing nations.
The Iranian-marked Walther PP auto-
pistols also date from this period; quite
possibly, they were offered to the Shah
in the same manner as were the
Lugers.

We shall now pass from the historical
background of the Iranian Parabellums
to the guns themselves. It is not our
intention to reproduce the data on this
variation that appears in standard
references but only to offer such
emendations to the Conventional
Wisdom as are suggested by our
research. The central issue requiring
clarification, in our opinion, is the
frequently cited ‘1942 Iranian order.”
After examining a respectable number
of Persian Lugers, we are convinced
that there exists such an entity as a
‘“‘Late Model Iranian Contract Para-
bellum.”’ To be sure, such features as a
salt blue finish and the distinctive
Mauser ‘‘bulge’’ at the rear of the
frame are scarcely reminiscent of

‘Mauser production in 1936, but their

(continued on page 26)



JUST RELEASED FOR
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

TheGermanBavnet The German Bayonet

Sty Walter A comprehensive illustrated history of the
regulation patterns, 1871-1945

John Walter

THE GERMAN BAYONET, 1871-1945 is illustrated with
photos of weapons in one of Britain’s leading collections,
complimented by the author’s meticulous line drawings. This
attractive and fact-filled book will be essential reading to all
who have an interest in the equipment of the German army,
and invaluable to bayonet collectors.

128 pages, nearly 200 illustrations. ISBN 0 85368 211 9
Fully bound Price $12.50

FOR DELIVERY JUNE 15

John Walter

One of the world’s outstanding military sidearms is the subject
of this comprehensive study.

The result of many years’ diligent research, drawing
extensively on official records, patent data, and the
recollections of employees of the contractors involved in
production of the Parabellum, this new study traces the story
from its origins in the late 18th ceatury to the present day and
the output of Mauser Jagdwaffen Gmbh.

Much new material that has come to light in recent years is incorporated and, as well as discussing the
history, construction, production and performance of the Luger, John Walter provides a valuable
perspective on its variants and adaptations, its rival and contemporary weapons, patents, ammunition,
holsters and markings.

256 pages over 300 illustrations ISBN 085368 131 7
Fully bound Price $27.50

Fortress Publications Inc.
P.O. Box 241
Stoney Creek, Ontario, Canada L8G 3X9

PUBLISHERS AND DISTRIBUTORS FOR:

Arms and Armour Press, England

Almark Publishing Co. Ltd., England

Photo Precision Ltd., (Balfour) Militaria Titles, England
Bivouac Books Ltd., England

The Lyon Press, England

Osprey Publishing Limited, England

Squadron Signal Publications, U.S.A.

NOVEMBER 1977 25



Close up of Pers seal or chamber
and adjustable leaf sight. Numbers
are in Tarsi 1-9.

presence does not imply a 1942
fabrication date either. The pivotal con-
sideration here is one of the proof
marks. An Iranian Luger bearing
‘‘Eagle N’ commercial proofs
has never come to our attention,
though any contract piece produced in
1942 should be so marked, as should
any Parabellums manufactured for
export after April 1, 1940. Further-
more, it is exceedingly doubtful that
any German weapons were delivered to
Iran in 1942 because of the Anglo-
Soviet invasion and subsequent
occupation. The date on which this
invasion took place is August 25, 1941.
In conclusion, therefore, we believe
that Iranian Lugers were produced
after 1936 but the year 1942 cannot be
accepted as a reasonable date of
delivery.

As our study comes to a close, we
hope that the reader has come to
regard the Iranian Parabellum as
something more than a rare gun that
bears exotic inscriptions. These pistols,
in effect, tell a story about a developing
country, the military elite indigenous to
it and a ‘‘Great Power’’ which was both
technologically sophisticated and ex-
pansionistic in its fundamental aims.
Such a story is not without relevance
today. O
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Top view ofa Persian artillery.

Persian with full shoulder stock/holster rigs. Mike Morris Collection.
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World of Automatics

(continued from page 10)

the left side of trigger and bottom of
chamber. The letter S, on the bottom of
chamber. The numbers 03 appear on
the bottom of the frame, by the
magazine well. The number 6 appears
under left grip. on the slide is:
‘“ FABRIQUE NATIONALE D’ARMS
DE GUERRE HERSTAL BELGIQUE
BROWNING’S PATENT DEPOSE.”’

—H—

WaA [HO
appears twice on the slide, and on the

frame, plus on the back of one
magazine.

appears on the slide, top of barrel, and

frame.
\N—

waa 103
is on the back of the second magazine.

The holster is in excellent condition
with the letters, ‘‘jsd,”’ date, ‘‘1943,”

and this:
H 2 l

on the back of the flap. Inside, several
words are unreadable, but I can make
out ‘‘Browning Kal : 7.65mm,’’ on the
inside of the flap.

I would like to know as much as
possible about these markings, and any
idea as to a ballpark value.

Scott Malloy

A The 1922 Browning was an im-
provement over the 1910 Browning
invloving the lengthening of the barrel
and the grips. It was one of the most
popular pistols among European
police. During the German occupation
of Belgium in World War II it was
issued primarily to German officials
and to the police. It is interesting to
observe that the Browning 1922 sold
originally for $10.

Concerning the WaA140, the WaA
denotes the WaffenAmt Acceptance
proof and the 140 is the Browning
contract number. Likewise, the ‘““WaA-
103’’ incorporates the WaffenAmt
Acceptance proof along with the con-

tract number of 103. New contract
numbers were issued to contracts
initiated in any given year, but pieces
produced in accordance with any
particular contract bore the number
assigned to that contract.

regarding the holster, jsd indicates
that the holster was manufactured by
Carl Leiss of Berlin in 1943. The
number 03 and 6 are inspectors’ proofs.
I am unable to offer an explanation as
the meaning of the letters MR.

In my opinion this weapon has a
current market value of approximately
$90. Ralph E. Shattuck

Shooter

Q I acquired a Luger a couple
ago and can’t seem to run anything
down about it. Could you tell me if it is
a junker or what?

It has a 1937 chamber date, serial
number 2130 on front of frame, 1226 on
side of the chamber, Navy breechblock
with 200 meter adjustable sight, No. 10
on take down latch, No. 30 on piece
behind side plate,

on left side of toggle (can hardly make
this out but that what it looks like.)
Its a .30 caliber, stamped on under-
side of barrel. Barrel and the gun
looks like it’s been reblued but never
buffed, a real nice job. I'm positive it is
a true Luger barrel. There is a name
stamped on underside of barrel, if I can
make it out what seems to be HOLDEN
C.Y.U. Anything you can tell me about
this piece will be greatly appreciated.
Richard W. Smith

A From the information contained in
your letter I don’t believe it would be
classified since, if it is mechanically
sound, it would be desireable as a
shooter.

I further believe you are aware that it
has relatively little value as a collection
piece for the following reasons: (1( the
serial numbers do not match; (2) the
barrel length does not adhere to the
barrel standards set by the original
German manufacturers nor is the
front sight band German; (3) the toggle
is DWM and the receiver (on which the
serial numbers have been restamped)
is Mauser; and, (4) although pictures
can be deceiving, it appears to have
been reblued. Ralph E. Shattuck



