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Practice with the Luger was part of
cadet training at Juterbog Artillery
School, Nazi Germany’s West Point.

As a military pistol, the Luger is generally conceded to be inferior to the Colt .45 automat-
ic, yet few modern handguns have gained so wide a reputation. Before the days of James
Bond, no respectable foreign agent in the movies would be seen without one. But perhaps
the greatest interest in the Luger pistol has come from gun collectors in the United
States. The last collector’s list I have shows the lowest price for a standard
Luger in excellent condition as $95.00; more than double its original
price when new. And, this is a standard model. Today the Luger collec-
tor who does not have at least 10 different variations, markings, or
dates, is considered only a beginner.
Whatever the reasons for the popularity of the Luger, both to the
collector and the many governments which adopted it as their official
sidearm, one of the major factors was the intensive promotional cam-
paign put on by its producers, which included these words on the car-
tridges: “As regards the calibers selected (7.65 and 9 mm) the
automatic action of the pistol does not in any way depend on the size
of the caliber but on the total energy. . .This energy may vary to a consid-
erable extent, but its minimum should be sufficient to disable the enemy
.. .who is in full service uniform, protected by all sorts of equipments. . .

and perhaps under additional cover of planks or brushwood, or
behind a closed door.” (From the original Luger manual.)

38 GUNS L AUGUST 1967



e

An ordinary Luger, placed on an original :
copy of “Our Hindenburg,” reflects on a
troubled time in the history of Europe.




