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"rry 

magazine ptrbli.her to gPl inlo x

Iot of trouble just by mentioning the {act
that crime is on the rise, and that any law-
abiding citizen who feels the need for self-
protection in the form of firearms should
prepare himself. The recent case oI the com-
plete misinterpretation of an editorial in the
Rifleman, in which almost every newspaper
in the country told its readers that the NRA
was advocating armed vigilantes, is an excel'
lent example,

Let's get one thing straight; neither GuNs
Nlagazine or any other responsible metlia says

that everybody should have a gun. As you

and I well know, there are some people-
law abiding as they may be-rvho should not
own firearms. We hope that the article this
rnonth $ill stress this fact; at the same time,
pointing out that no responsible citizen
should be denied the opportunity to some

means of defending his life. his horne, or his
{ami1y"

We are especially proud o{ two features
of this month's GuNs I'Iagazine. The first is
lvhat we con-"ider to be one of the most dra-
matic photos of a Luger pistol ever pub-
lished; you'll 6nd it, and a short article on
page 39. Starting on page 42 you'll find a

comprehensive article on the guns of Jona-
than Browning. Here you'll find not only the
complete story of Browning's early years but
also an interesting story about Browning'
made Dragoon pistols-or were they really
made by Browning?

Just to be mean, I'd like to tease you with
some hints of what is coming up in futurc
issues of Gurvs Magazine. Next month, a

new article on a lnan of mystery; his li{e, his
guns, and his impact on gunmaking. AIso, a

look at how our State Department trains
South American police officers in a unique
u'ax bullet shooting course. Coming up soon
is a first hand report on a brand new sub-
rnachine gun; a test of Russian ,22 catL'
ridges; and a report on the big military corr'
troversy in the news todav. These. and many
more exciting {eatures will be a part of a

new, bigger Guns llagazine, with more
pages, more full color. and just more about
guns arrd shooting. What ever you would
like to see we are ready to deliver. Let us

know your wants,

THE COVER

The photos show a revolving cylinder
rifle and a sliding percussion repeater
designed and manufactured by Jonathan
Browning. Both were made around 1834-

1842. More photos of Jonathan Browning
guns will be found with the feature arti-
cle beginning on page 42. Photog by Nel'
son Wadsworth; Salt Lake City.
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I]INE roGER.
Prqclice wirh the Luger wos port of
codet troining ot Julerbog Artillery
School, Nozi Germony's West Point.

As a military pistol, the Luger is generally conceded to be in{erior to the Colt .45 automat'

ic, -vet ferv modern handguns have gained so wide a reputation. Before the days of James

Bo1d, no lespectable foreign agent in the movies 'ruould be seen without one. Brtt perhaps

tire greatest interest in the Luger pistol has come from gun collectors in the United

States. T|e last collector's list I have sholvs the lorvest price {or a standard

Luger in excellent condition as $95.00; more than double its original

price when nerv. And, this is a standard rnodel. Toda,v the Luger collec'

tor tvho does not have at least 10 different variatiotrs, markings, or

dates, is considered only a beginner.

W'hatever the reasgls for the popularity of the Luger, l:oth to the

collector and the many governments lvhich adopted it as their o{ficial

sidearm, one o{ the major factors u,as the intensive promotional cam'

paigr1 put on b,v its producers, nhich ilcluded these nords on the car'

tridges: "As regards the calibers selected (7.65 and 9 mrn) the

automatic action o{ the pistol does not in auy wa,v depend on the size

of the caliber but on the total erlergy. . .This energy ma,Y varY to a consid'

erable extelt, but its minimum should be su{ficient to disable t}re enetny

. . .who is in ful1 service uliform, protected by all sorts of equipments. . .

and perhaps under additional cover of planks or brushwood, oI'

behind a closed doot." (Frorn the original Luger manual.)
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An ordinory Luger, ploced on on originol
copy of "Our Hindenburg," reflects on o
troubled time in lhe history of Europe.


