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F I G H T I N G  M E N  O F  T H E  W E S T  C a l a m i t y  J a n e  

Consort of Wi ld  Bill Hickok and Custer! "Jane" was a brown-eyed western 
amazon who dressed and cussed like a man in Deadwood's heydey. She also 
drank like a frontiersman, reputedly putting away as much as two quarts of 100 
proof daily. Eyewitnesses claim she could shoot as well as a manl too, with 
her Winchester and Montgomery Ward "Frontier Six-Shooter." A rough and 
ready lady, Calamity Jane truly belongs with the fighting men of the West. 
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lightness of uleight,perfection of balance. I t  carries with pleasure, and points itself. 

recoil mechanism reduces recoil eflect on the shoulder-a scientific and proven fact. 

loading princ+le with loading so quick, so  simple, so  effortless-for either 
landed o r  left-handed shooters. 

NEW receiver: the shortest, sleekest receizler ever planned into an automatic shotgun. 

NEW two-finger takedouvz system; press one latch, the barrel merely lifts out of the 
gun. W i t h  equal ease and speed, a barrel of different choke is slipped into place. 
Barrels are interchangeable. T h e  forearm never leaves the gun. 

NEW infallible t k g e r ;  infallible firing; infallibly safe. 

NEW slide safety, which you can see is safe; feel is safe; know is doubly safe. Quick 
to flip on or  off with right or  left hand. 

12 gauge (2-shot)-$123 to $143 

12 or 16 gauge (5-shot)-$I2150 to $15150 

UPERPOSED 
12 or 20 gauge (over-under)-$236 to $615 

Also available with 2 sets of barrels and fitted luggage case4435 to $800 

Prices subjm 10 change wirhouc notice. 

Write for Descriptive Literature-BROWNING ARMS CO,. Dept. 14, St. Louis 3, Missouri 
Please specify literature desired: "Double Automatic Shotguns", "Automatic-5 Shotguns", "Superposed Shotguns", "Automatic Pistols". 

3 



L E T T E R S  T O  T H E  E D I T O R  

"Advanced'' Articles 
C~n~ratulationq on the excellence of your 

publication. I am sure Guw< will prove to 
be infoymative and i n t e r ~ d n g  to a great 
many gun knthusiasts. I notice that yo11 are 
already receiving letters asking for certain 
types of articles. I doubt if these writers 
are aware that if you catered to one class of 
shooters, your list of subscribers would be 
limited. I also have my preferences, but feel 
I can learn something from most articleq on 
guns. 

William Kemsley 
Detroit, Michigan 

I would like to add my voice to that of 
Mr. McElroy, who in the April issue, sug- 
gested some articles of more advanced type. 
I realize that GUNS magazine will probably 
have to have quite a few of the nore ele- 
mentary articles to be able to sell to a wider 
range of readers. I don't go much for the 
sensational type of headings. full of blood 

and thunder. but maybe this is considered 
necessary also. 

On the other hand I would like to say 
that-I think Stuart Miller's column on car- 
tridges is excellent. Jac Weller's article in 
thiq month's issue was extremely well done. 
and one of the best I've seen on this subject 
("Brown Bess"). This type of article is the 
answer to the type I refer to in the first 
paragraph. 

Although hunting subjects do not interest 
me too much, they appear to be well done 
and should please the hunters among us. 
Might add that all of the  illustration^ in the 
mag are excellent. 

T/Sgt M. Olmsted. USAF 
Chicago, Ill. 

Colt Single Action 
Your magazine certainly ranks with the 

best. Of that there is no doubt. 
I would like to make one little observation 

concerning George Pearsall's article and the 

. . .a wise guy! 

This cunning little varmint 
thought h e  was safe. H e  
a n d  his friends had sur- 
vived many seasons under 
the  very noses of anxious 
hunters. Then one day a 
WISE GUY ( o n e  w h o  
loads  SIERRA BULLETS) 
came upon them, ..BANG! 
BANG! BANG! a n d . .  . 
BANG! 4 shots.. . 4  dead 
varmints. 

SIERRA B U L L E T S  . . . uniform in 
weight, sim and shape are used by 
wise hunters euerywhere . . . 

f-1 SOLD BY LEADIM6 6"" DEALERS EVERYWHERE 

BULLETS 
FOR TARGET OR GAME.. . nUE WEIR A M  

letter to the editor from Ronald Echols of 
Willcox, Arizona. 

Some years ago, Ed McGivern of Montana 
wrote a hook entitled "Fast and Fancy Re- 
volver shooting," which is perhaps the most 
scientific and authoritative book on revolvers 
that has ever been written. In it he states- 
and he should know, having shot probably 
millions of rounds of ammunition-that he 
was hardly able to keep his Single Action 
Frontiers in working condition, whereas he 
had no difficulty whatsoever with his modern 
Colts and Smith & Wessons. Now, this is 
not the statement of a romanticist; it is the 
statement of a scientist. These are the facts. 

It would seem to me that this is indis- 
putable evid,ence that the Single Action 
Frontier, while undoubtedly a fine weapon in 
its day, is badly ,outclassed by the modern 
Colts and Smith & Wessons. Mechanically, 
there is no comparison. 

Dale McGee, 
Hamilton, Ohio 

Guns for Boys 
Congratulations to Harvey Brandt on the 

excellent article "When to Buy Your Son a 
Gun." This is the kind of information that 
we need a great deal more of. 

We have a rather fine gun club for boys 
here at the San Jose Y.M.C.A. But our group 
teaching of gun safety can never or will 
never equal that of the father-son teaching. 

Thanks for a swell job, and, a fine maga- 
zine. 

Frank E. Thome 
Asst. Youth Director 
San Jose Y.M.C.A. 
San Jose? California, 

Beard Trouble 
I am sending a clipping from your maga- 

zine, "Guns That Killed Presidents." People 
here, as well as myself, have noticed that the 
picture is not Garfield, but Benjamin Har- 
rison. 

I was born when Garfield was President 
and I also remember the day that Harrison 
was elected President. 

No harm done, only someone made a mis- 
take. 

Ernest G. Hilton 
Bozeman, Montana 

GUNS picture editor, being somewhat 
more immature than reader Hilton, got 
tangled up in the beards of Garfield and 
Harrison and selected the wrong photo of 
the assassinated President.-ED. 

Sports Magazine Favorite 
I find your magazine of far more interest 

than all other sporting magazines to which 
I subscribe. 

Horace W. Weatherbee 
Lincoln, Maine 

E & M Ownership 
This is to reply to a statement in your 

March issue saying that Hy Hunter owns 
'<E & M." 

For your information, we are a nationwide 
mail order house and we also operate a retail 
store opposite the world-famous Farmer's 
Market in Hollywood. This store is operated 
hy Bill Belknap. We handle both antique 
and modern firearms and their accessories. 
We are not connected with Hy Hunter in any 
way, nor have we ever been. 

E & M Firearms Co. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 



THINK OF IT ! a11 the# 
small a 
in one 

the 

SMALL ARMS - 
OF THE WORLD by W. H. B. Smith 

Over 1300 
Pictures 

768 Giant Pages $1 owoo 
ALL G U N  LOVERS 

SPORTSMEN 
AND TRADERS 
NEED THESE BOOKS! 

THEY ARE I N  A 
CLASS BY 

THEMSELVES! 

Clip 
convenient 

[coupon below 1 

The only book that shows you in detail, in over 1300 pictures 
and detailed drawings, how to load, strip, and operate ALL small 
arms of ALL nations of the world. Only such a world-famous 
arms expert as W. H. B. Smith could possibly have access to 
the many sources needed to compile such a comprehensive 
volume. This new, revised and enlarged edition stands preemi- 
nent in the arms field> with more than 250 pages of new material 
added. 

Partial List of Contents 
Part I (Historical) --Gunpowder Principles Semi-Automatic Rifle 
Or i~ ins  of Firearms Evolution of Development Submachine Guns 
Firearms The Cannon Lock The The Revolver The Military Automatic 
Matchlock The Wheel-Lock The Pistol Shotguns in Militkry Use . 
Snaphance The Flintlock The Rockets Smokeless Bail Powder. 
Percussion Lack The Period of Part I1 (Current Weapons)-Argent~nu 
Transltlon Metallic Cartridges Austria Belgium Great Britain 
Single Shot Metallic Cartridge Arms China Czechoslovakia Denmark 
and Lock Systems Early Metaiilc Dominican Republic Dominion of 
Cartridge Single Shots Throughout the Canada Finland France Germany 
World Evolution of Military Bolt Greece Hungary Italy Japan 
Actions The Military Bolt Action in Mexico Netherlands Norway 
Europe Military Pistols Development Poland . Portugal -Rumania Russia 
of Automatic Principles Ln Spain Sweden Switzerland 

The Evolution of the Machine Gun Turkey United States Yugoslavia. 

NRA SMALL ARMS 
VOLUME I-Pistols and Revolvers 
Describes in detail, complete with photographs and draw- 
ings, hundreds of domestic and foreign small arms; tells how 
to identify them and how to operate them, and gives 

Describes in detail, complete with photographs and draw- 
ings, hundreds of domestic and foreign small arms; tells how 
to identify them and how to operate them, and gives 
complete cartridge and ballistic data. 

VOLUME 11-Rifles 
Describes all types of U. S. and foreign 
military and sporting rifles, with complete 
specifications of the arm and cartridge, and 
includes many drawings and photos. Both 
volumes compiled by W. H. B. Smith, one 
of the world's best known arms authorities. 

EACH 
VOLUME 

$1 0.00 

- --.-- ~ - -  - - -  .,A ~~ - -  - -  - -  - 
specifications of the arm and cartridge,- and 
includes many drawings and photos. Both 
volumes compiled by W. H. B. Smith, one 
of the world's best known arms authorities. 

m=wmmmm=m=mm=q F-- 
4 THE MILITARY SERVICE PUBLISHING CO. m 

20 Telegraph Press BIdg.@ Harris8burgl Pa. 1 
Send me the books checked below: 

SMALL ARMS O F  THE WORLD 
a 

I 
1 NRA SMALL ARM!%VoIume I 

a 
NRA SMALL ARMS-Volume I1 B ' SPECIAL BOXED SET NRA SMALL ARMS 4 I 

1 Check or money order enclosed ...... Send C.0.D ........ 1 
1 Name 

m 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Address 
a 

................................................. 
~ i + y  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  state .............. 

4 

SPECIAL ! boxed set $17.50 
Guaranteed to please 
- o r  your money back 



I PRISM BINOCULARS 1 
Now.. . Direct to YOU at 

w a n t  h i g h  
. 

magnification 
plus a wide 
f i e l d  v i e w .  
1445 ft. field 

COMPARE THESE FEATURES & 
at Ioo0 y d s l  PRICES WITH ANY BINOCULARS 

K. .Ã a7 

I 
- 

8 x 30 ' 1 . . .BARRING NONE (8 Power) l p l w  Fed. tax] 

t 1 Central Focusing at no extra cost. 1 ' the hunter and 
(7 PoWer) yachtsman, es. 

peciolly when 
used at twi. 
light. Some 

345 ft. field. 

$66.66 

(plus 10% 

Anti-reflection hard coated optics. 

Sturdy fight metal-jet-black finish 

Choice of 5 models, as illustrated . 
Your "Money's Worth or Money 
Back" Guarantee . 

Compactness, l o  high magnifi- 

(1 0 Power) ~ ~ ' , ~ ~ n ~ n ~ i ~ ~ ;  
6'uUt.^iwn"7, &... 

t ransmission L O W  PRICE PERMITS N O  DEALER DISCOUNTS 
$75*75 i:2bi?d Send check or money order. We pay postage & insurance. 

field of view. 

Q Wesley Goodell, a Springfield, Vt., 
hunter, turned cowboy to bag his al- 
lotted one deer. Out of shots after 
wounding the animal, Goodell tied it 
to a tree and raced to a nearby phone 
to call a neighbor for help. 

0 0 0  
The play "Rain" was supposed to 

open in a Rocky Mountain theater. The 
day of the opening a number of bears 
and cougars-driven along by a raging 
forest fire-were sighted in the area. 
So the performance was canceled- 
probably the first time in history that 
rain was postponed on account of game. 

0 0 0  

In Uganda. a British colony in Afri- 
ca, marksmanship tests were introduced 
for persons applying for licenses to 
shoot game but one-third of those ap- 
plyingfailed to pass the tests. Many 
applicants could not hit the bullseye 
eight inches in diameter only 50 yards 
from the firing line. 

0 0 0  

13 Louis Hoyt was quite chagrined 
when he returned to his farm home- 
near Lake Zurich. 111. Five cars had 
been parked in his driveway during 
his absence and he could hear the hunt- 
ers firing away at birds on his land, 
although his property was plainly post- 
ed. He called state police. When they 
didn't show up right away, he deflated 
the tires of the autos so the hunters 
couldn't get away. 

When the officers did show up and 
Hoyt went with them to the scene of 
the shooting, he discovered that the 
men with the booming shotguns were 
all close friends whom he had invited 
to hunt at his placeat one time or an- 
other. Hoyt , apologized abjectly to 
them. The state police didn't wait 
around to see who pumped up the tires. 

0 0 0  
13 A1 Morkin of Wanamingo, Minn.. 
went hunting, fired one shot and killed 
two does. The bullet went through the 
neck of the first deer and into the heart 
of the second. 



MY FAVORITE GUN 

BY JACK WEBB, famous 
te lev is ion star of the 
''Dragnet" program who 
recently was presented a 
new Smith & Wesson 9 
mm. automatic with his 
badge number 714 inlaid 
in gold on frame: 

My favorite gun is the 
new Smith and Wesson 
automatic pistol. It has 
many more safety features 
than previous automatics. 
Even though cocked and 
ready to fire, the gun 
won't fire if the clip has 
been dropped out. It has 
wonderful balance,  re -  
minding me in this re- 
spec t  of t h e  German 
Luger. It is lightweight 
and easy to carry. 

I received the gun only 
recently and have been 

' BY BURT LANCASTER, celebrat- 
ed movie star last seen in the film, 
"Vera Cruz," who selects an old- 
style Winchester repeating rifle as 
his favorite. 

In the service quite a few of the 
men preferred the classic Spring- 
field '03 to the more modern rapid 
fire weapons. I have the same feel- 
ing about old guns and am ex- 
tremely fond of the old-style Win- 
chester that I used during the 
production of "Vera Cruz." 

Next month: Hollywood star Gary 
Cooper makes his choice of a fa- 
vorite gun. 

NEW! 
WINNING COMBINATION 

light. "sporter" weight 
target r i f le  accuracy 

/-^v- 

Scope only 

Here's the perfect 
rifle for shooters who 
demand more than 
just accuracy i n  a 

Sporter" piece. Mossberg's 
new 140K model. Has all 
the features a good target 
rifle should have. Yet, it's 
lighter than conventional 
target rifles. Excellent for 
plinking and easy handling. 

Note the sleek "Sporter" type lines. . . 
open sights. . . Monte Carlo stock. . . 
24%'' long barrel . . . molded finger grips 
and adjustable trigger pull. Receiver 
grooved for Mossberg 4M4 scope and 
drilled for peep sight. 

The ideal rifle for rifle clubs and informal 
riflemen "outings." See this new Mossberg 
at your dealer's or write to factory for 
free literature. 

Your dealer invites 
you to see this new 
Mossberg Model 140K 

. . 
*$1 higher west of Rockies 

0. F. MOSSBERG & SONS, INC. 
54507 St. John Street, New Haven 5. Conn. 



WONDERSIGHT 
FOR 

S. & W, 

NO GUNSMITHING NECESSARY 
TO MOUNT ON S. & W. GUNS 

COLT GUNS REQUIRE DRILLING 
AND TAPPING ONE HOLE 

CLICK - MICROMETER WINDAGE 
Graduated Long-Range Scale 

WONDERSIGHT IS TO A 
REVOLVER WHAT A RECEIVER 
S I G H T  I S  TO A R I F L E  
THOUSANDS SOLD on l y $4.95 
YOU CAN'T GET A BETTER BUY 
HEAT TREATED & BLUED-WT. 8/10 OZ. 
FIREARMS DEVELOPMENT LABS. 

PRODUCTS DIVISION 
DUARTE CALIFORNIA 

REG. TRADE MARK 

GUN FINISHING PRODUCTS 

SUN RAY GUN STOCK 
FINISH-FAST, BEAUTIFUL 

The fastest, most beautiful 
finish of them all is SUN RAY 
GUN STOCK FINISH. It's used 
exclusively by many stockers, 
gunsmiths and manufacturers. 
$1.25 per 4 oz. kit. 

X2X COLD METAL BLUER- 
for steel, brass, copper and olu- 
minum. Com~letelv new for- 
mula. Never 'before used in a 
commercial bluer. Equals hot 

process in all respects. $1.25 per 4 az. 
kit. 

X2SÃ‘COL BLUER FOR STAINLESS 
STEEL. Also can be used as primary coat- 
ing for X2X on aluminum. $1.50 per 4 oz. 
kit. 

X2 COLD PLATING SOLUTION for small 
steel, brass and copper parts. Plated by 
submerging one minute. Gives heavy blue- 
black plate. Hard, durable. From $1.00 
for 4 oz. to $1 5.00 per gal. 

Popular discounts on a l l  products 
to  the  trade. Exceptional pro- 
position for JOBBERS. Write:  

BLEVINS GUN SHOP 
303 Pine Avenue 

Fresno 4, California 

JuLyr1955 Val. I Guns @ 
No. 7-7 
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A SK ANYONE who is America's No. 1 
detective and the answer will no 

doubt be Dick Tracy, the fabulous 
cartoon characters whose adventures 
chasing after hoods with such imagina- 
tive names as Rughead, Pruneface, 
Flattop, Open Mind and The Brow has 
entertained millions. Aside from prov- 
ing that crime does not pay, Dick 
Tracy also has occasionally paused in 
his pursuit of gangsters to offer some 
excellent tips on how the minions of 
the law get their man. Chester Gould's 
cartoon panels offer much information 
on firearms identification and crime 
lab techniques. Next month in GUNS. 
an article on "How Dick Tracy Gets 
His Man" explains the famed detec- 
tive's knowledge of guns and how he 
uses them to mow down the lawless. 

The Dick Tracy article is part of a 
special police issue that will cover a 
multitude of gun subjects of interest 
to the boys in blue and as well as gun 
enthusiasts in general. Police pistol 
training in different cities varies great- 
ly and a GUNS article will discuss the 
merits and faults of these programs, 
covering cities from New York (which 
has a rather weak target practice set- 
up) all the way out to the West Coast 
(where Los Angeles has one of the best 
training schedules for its police). 
'Why Cops Get Killed" is an eye- 
opening story which spells out graph- 
ically the facts about inadequate police 
training on pistol ranges and what it 
means in terms of policemen's lives. 

Another phase of police work con- 
nected with guns is firearms identifica- 
tion, an exact science that is thoroughly 
probed by staff writer William C. L. 
Thompson. The history as well as the 
methods are discussed in this article. 

Other features in this issue include a 
story on the guns of the most famous 
U.S. outlaw of all time-Jesse James. 
There are probably more versions of 
the guns that Jesse used as well as the 
gun with which he was killed than any 
other collector's item. The claims and 
counter-claims are dissected in a 
highly-provocative article you won't 
want to miss. To make certain this 
special issue of GUNS does not get by 
you and to assure getting your copy 
regularly. mail your subscription in 
today. 

EXPERT ONE WEEK SERVICE-The Simmons Ventilated Rib is custom 
f i t  to all guns and all gauges.. .The Rib is of strong lightweight con- 
struction. NOW IS THE TIME to have all repairs made on your gun ... 
Don't wait! See your favorite dealer or send for Free Catalog. 

SUPER STOCK 
FINISH & FILLER 

Speedy,  Wonderful 0 i l - ~ &  Finish 
1 . 0 0  Each We carry loading and shooting 

pius postage 
supplies, Scopes and gun cases. 

Adjustable, no creep, 
unexcelled for top per- 
f o r m a n c e .  Enjoy the 
best for good shooting. 
Mousers, Enfield, Spring. 
field & Rem. M. 30. 

POSITIVE $1 2.50  
ZERO M O U N T  
most sturdy mount made $15.00 and up. 

MASHBURN PRECISION 
CUSTOM BUILT RIFLES 

NONE FINER 

MASHBURN ARMS CO. ok/&,,Y&,~'$~a. 



Penetration tests on 
% inch pine boards 
p l a c e d  one inch 
apart are shown. 
Three guns are .45 
Colt Automatic,  
short-barrelled 3 5 7  
Magnum and 9 mm. 
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3WERS 

ACTIVE 

:ST1 NG 



Magnum loaded to original prewar velocity penetrated 12% inches in solid block of paraffin. Gun does not have 
that powerful wallop today since manufacturer has reduced load about 10 per cent as indicated in recent tests. 

T HE NATO POWERS may have trouble in getting their 
heads together on some matters but a choice of fodder 

v 

for the sidearm has not been one. By some coincidence, 
strange or otherwise, everyone~even the recalcitrant 
~rench-have agreed that the standard pistol will handle 
the 9 mm Parabellum (we call it 9 mm Luger) cartridge. 

The krauts had a hand in the choice even though they 
haven't yet been taken into the fraternity. For the bully 
boys from the yon side of the Rhine made believers out of 
the powers in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 
The 9 mm saw a lot of use in the original Luger during that 
slight altercation now euphemistically referred to as World 
War I. Then there was another misunderstanding a few 

u 

years later in which the Luger gave way to the Walther 
P-38 but the cartridge hung on . . . hung on and added to 
its lethal laurels by useage not only in the new pistol but 
in the even more venomous Schmeisser burn gun. . - 

Yep, the Germans may not as yet have achieved the 
inner sanctum but their influence has been felt. 

Like the Viscount of Alamein, Field Marshal Bernard 
Montgomery, that is, I have always been a pretty ardent 
admirer of the 9 mm cartridge. I applauded when the 
NATO powers settled on the load. 

I had had little experience with the famous cartridge- 
it is not exactly the No. 1 choice of the discerning down in 
my country along the Tex-Mex border-but wasn't it used 
round the world? Wasn't it the most popular pistol, not 
to mention tommy gun fodder, of them all? Never as long 
as I can remember have I seen anything derogatory written 
about the 9 mm; I accepted almost without reservation the 
goodness of the shell. 

But how did it stack up, I speculated, alongside the 357 
Magnum, our own old bruiser the 45 Auto, not to mention 
the hot 38 Super Auto, and the 38 Special with walloping 
new police loads? Probably right next to the Magnum, 
I thought, but then why not run through a series of tests 

and establish, at least in part, the exact standing of the 
new NATO choice? 

This I have done and while these shooting chores prob- 
ably were not as carefully controlled as though done by 
White and Munhall engineering lab, they were all cornpara- 
tive to fullest degree and so far as I am concerned pretty 
thoroughly bracket the 9 mm. 

Now that all the shooting's over, I'd like to ask: who 
the hell sold the NATO boys-and incidentally the U. S.- 
on this 9 mm. clunk anyway? 

The sad truth about the 9 mm. cartridge is that in com- 
parative testing, it wound up in a dead heat for the tailend 
spot with the 30 Mauser. 

The 9 mm Luger cartridge has been around for almost 
a half-century. It was first adopted by the German Army 
in 1908. It is commonly considered to be a .38-inch. 
actually only runs in the neighborhood of .347" (8.83 
mm), generally utilizes a bullet of 125 grains in a straight- 
sided case, and turns up a velocity in the 1025-1150 feet a 
second class. Muzzle energy, in standard U. S. loading, is 
365 foot pounds. The Wermacht souped up the load to 
step at 1500 feet a second and when they did, the bullet 
was often sintered iron and the case was blackened to 
identify it. These loads were strictly for use in the MP-40 
tommy gun! 

I set up my tests with the 9 mm. by following standard 
operating procedure. I give you the results for what they 
may be worth. 

Cast an eye over any standard ballistics table put out 
by the manufacturer and it will be apparent over near the 
right-hand margin that the handgun load has been sub- 
jected to tests on %-inch soft pine boards. This figure is 
always included. The test is conducted at 15 feet, the 
boards are arranged in a series. 1 inch separating each 
slab. Remembering that before World War 11, I had ran 
a lot of tests with the big 357 Maggie. and that the load 



Effect of different cartridges on helmets is seen in this series. Magnum (left) penetrated both sides of helmet. Old 45 
ACP (center) broke through sizable holes while 9 mm. (right) dented but did not even penetrate one side of helmet. 

went through 12 planks and buried itself in my winter hay 
supply, I tacked together 18 boards, each ^/i-inch in 
thickness, and spaced an exact one inch apart, and deter- 
mined this time I'd catch the Magnum bullet. I needn't 
have bothered. 

Just so it would be a little more fun, I included in this 
shooting-through-the-pine stint, the 30 Mauser (7.63 mm) , 
a shooting iron that has had a good reputation for z-zing 
over the years; the 9 mm. shooting it out of a Lahti auto 
pistol; the 38 Super Colt; 45 ACP in Hi-Way Master 
loading; the 38 Special also with Hi-Way Master cartridge; 
and finally the 357 Magnum, using the Super-X metal 
piercing bullet. 

Any standard ballistics chart will show that the 357 will 
penetrate 12 boards; the 9 mm, 10 boards; 38 Super, 10 
boards. But on the 45 ACP and the 38 Special with the 
Hi-Way Master loadings the penetration in pine boards, 

very strangely, is not given. These loadings are made 
specifically for police use: to shoot into fleeing autos, pene- 
trate armored vests, plate glass windows, wooden doors. 
The bullet is a special zinc-alloyed slug, very resistant to 
deformation, and should have whistled through my 18 
boards and a couple of dozen behind that. 

After the dust and smoke had settle the score looked 
something like this : 

357 Magnum 8 boards 
9 mm 7 boards 

38 Super Colt 7 boards 
30 Mauser 7 boards 
45 ACP Hi-way Master 6 boards 
38 Spl Hi-way Master 5 boards 

In analyzing the extraordinarily poor showing of every 
one of the six guns, I concluded that ~ r o b a b l ~ :  (1)  I 
hadn't pulled the trigger hard enough; (2)  Tar Heel pine 

Colonel Askins checks penetration on pine boards. Author made tests at Fort Bragg, N. C., where he is stationed as an 
officer with paratroops with whom he regularly jumps. Askins is currently doing research on new pistol cartridge. 



One shot from 45 Colt Auton~atic completely shattered 50 pounds of ice in test. Standard American service pistol 
proved most effective among tested guns in shots at ice. Shooting was done at 15 feet and broke ice into small pieces. 

down here in the state of North Carolina must be a heluva 
lot harder than the kind the manufacturer used; (3)may- 
be somebody had been kidding me about how many little 
01' boards his cartridge would zip through. 

The next thing I did was to pick up a bunch of busted- 
up, worn-out and discarded GI helmets. This test was a 
sort of a personal thing; I had a very warm, professional 
feeling about what the helmet would or would not stop. I 
wear one of the things as a regular chapeau, and come a 
shooting war it might stand between me and a busted pate. 

Firing at 15 feet and careful the slugs did not hit on the 
curving surfaces, I whammed away. This is how the test 
shaped up: 

1. 38 Special Hi-Way Master. Penetrated both sides 
of first helmet and one side of second helmet arranged 
immediately behind first. Went on to make large dent in 
far side of second iron hat. While exit hole was not as 
large as either that of 357 or 45 ACP, penetration was 
superior. 

2. 45 ACP Hi-Way Master. Penetrated both sides of 
helmet and placed huge dent in second helmet arranged im- 
mediately behind first. More damage than 357! Subse- 
quent trials produced complete penetration of first helmet 
and one side of second. 

3. 357 Magnum, Super-X, Metal Piercing. Pene- 
trated both sides of helmet and put a very large dent in a 
second helmet arranged immediately behind first. 

4. 30 Mauser, Metal Point. Penetrated one side of 
helmet. Subsequent trials the same. 

5. 9 mm Luger. Would not penetrate the helmet. Sub- 
sequent trials the same. 

6. 38 Super Colt. Not tested in this trial. 
While, for some unexplainable reason the penetration 

of the special Police loads on the soft pine was certainly 
putrid, both had showed up handsomely on metal. The 
9 mm, that sterling choice of the NATO strategists, looked 
like playing into the hands of the Muscovites judging by 
its abysmal failure on a prime target like a tin headpiece. 

The next test was arranged with 50-pound chunks of 
ice. Care was exercised in the selection of the ice to secure 
chunks that actually all weighed the same and were free 
of flaws, fissures, and the like. Shooting was at 15 feet. 

During this shooting the most destructive of the several 
cartridges was the 45 ACP which completely shattered the 
50 pounds of hardened water; on the bench after the shot 
were three small pieces, one weighing 2 pounds, a second 
3.3 pounds and the third 4 pounds. Pieces were driven 
25-30 feet. The next best showing was with the 38 Super 
Auto; approximately 3/5 of the ice square was destroyed, 
particles no larger than 5-ounce pieces were recovered 15 
feet away. Of the six guns tested, the 9 mm finished a poor 
fourth, beating the 38 Special and the 30 Mauser. Order 
of merit shapes up like this: 

45 ACP 
38 Super Colt 
357 Magnum 
9 mm Luger 
38 Spl 
30 Mauser 

I then cut a series of cold rolled steel date. each 12"xl2". 
L ,  

%-inch in thickness, and secured these targets on two 
sides. I did not stand them against any surface but did 
anchor the plating so that it would not afford a mark likely 
to be springy. ~ & t s  of all the weapons on these soft steel 
squares was appalling. Not only was there no penetration 
but the indentation was pipsqueak small! 

Another series of plates were made from the same cold 
rolled stock, this time the thickness was only ^-inch. If 
you are a little in doubt as to just how beefy the plate 
may have been, simply glance at the front sight on your 
Colt OM sixgun. It is one-eighth, and you'll immediately 
be struck bvthe size. 

Again, not a plate was punctured. 
However, indentation was deep enough so that compari- 

son could be made. I measured (Continued on page 47) 





win the 20 gauge open championship in the national skeet 
competition. 

This Chicago beauty first started shooting at the urging 
of her husband, Colonel Leon Mandel, a Chicago depart- 
ment store merchant. Colonel Mandel is quite proficient 
with a shotgun and insisted on his wife taking up the 
sport, too. She did so with a vengeance and last year 
broke four world's records. In March she was named 
captain of the All-American skeet team . . . all because 
her husband insisted she learn how to shoot! 

Women seem to take to shooting quickly, once they get 
interested. Maybe it's a woman's eye for detail that 
makes them so proficient with guns. Once they catch 
the shooting bug, they become genuine enthusiasts, not 
only to avoid being left out of their husband's hobby but 
also because of the sheer enjoyment, of shooting. There 
is also a thrill in beating men at a man's game. 

Typical of women who have outshot males is Corp. 
Pauline Gauthier of the Canadian WAC'S, who recently 
defeated all men in the Montreal regiment's rifle meet, 
scoring 275 of 300 points. Two men tied for second with 
268. A blonde sharpshooter. Margie Morton, is a member 

Former model Mrs. Evelyn Primm of Los Angeles enjoys 
26-yard trapshooting handicap, highest for any women. 

Blonde sharpshooter Margie Morton is one of best marks- 
man on University of Arizona team, outscores most men. 

of the University of Arizona varsity rifle team and has 
scored higher than any of the men on opposing teams in 
several matches. A similar situation prevails on the 
Tucson, Arizona, High School rifle team where two girls, 
Lucretia Burleson and Gail Winston, are the two best 
shooters on the varsity rifle team. 

Women start shooting for a variety of motives. Of 
course, there are some who resent being left out when 
hubby's friends come over for an evening and retire to 
the gun den while Ma watches television. Others start 
shooting because it's in the family. Pretty Kathy Walsh, 
who finished third in the women's national pistol cham- 
pionships when she was only 14, proved to be her father's 
daughter-her father being Colonel Walter Walsh of the 
Marine Corps, national service rifle champion in 1952. 
Kathy shoots like her pop, left-handed. 

Another crack shot, Ruth Smith, California stale handi 
cap champion, took up competition in skeet, trap and pistol 
just to follow in the footsteps of her brother, who was a 
sharpshooter. Ruth is proof that females can handle large 
calibre weapons and not complain about the kick of guns. 
The Los Angeles shot has an all-around battery including 
a Remington double 12 O/U, a fully engraved Parker 
trap gun, a Winchester Model 12 with fancy wood and 
full engraving topped off with a ventilated rib, and a scope- 
sighted custom Springfield 30-06. And there isn't a muzzle 
brake or recoil pad among them! The Remington has a 
thin cell-type pad, and the Parker and Winchester both 
have thin rubber non-slip pads, but they are all for shoo^ 
ing efficiency-when that gun comes up to her shoulder, 
she brings it in neatly and rocks with the bounce. 

Her pistol work is pretty good. too. Once Harold 



Total of 20 guns is owned by Ruth Smith of Los An- 
geles, women's state champ. Average is 95 out of 100. 

Shooting instruction is given to wife by Milt Hicks, 
prominent shotgunner now with Rhode Island Arms. 

Sharp-shooting coed Lucretia Burleson paces varsity rifle 
team at Tucson High School. She is former polio victim. 

Smith, owner of the nationally-known Harold's Club in 
Reno, boasted that no one had ever beaten him at pistol 
shooting. A friend of Ruth promptly wagered the gam- 
bling club owner that she could outshoot Harold. To his 
surprise this slim lass proved her ability. In esteem of 
her skill, Harold presented her with his personal snub- 
nosed .38 Smith & Wesson, which she had used to score 
higher than him. She also has a K-38 for serious target 
work. 

The wallop of a big gun is sometimes a problem for 
women in competition shooting but they learn to take 
the punishment. Skeet champ Mrs. Mandel, who is 5 foot 
5, admits that she is physically exhausted after a meet: 
"Sometimes when I'm through, I can hardly get to the 
hotel before I collapse. Yet I never think of being tired 
when I'm shooting. You learn to roll with the kick of the 
gun. That's why you lean forward a little." 

Mrs. Mandel credits her husband with getting her in- 
terested in shooting. "I started shooting mostly to please 
my husband," says the Havana-born beauty. "He used 
to take me out once in a while to shoot birds. I honestly 
thought he was over-enthusiastic about it, but I began 
working very hard on my own, and now I just love it. 
Then, late in 1949, my husband thought I should enter 
competition, and that's the thing that did it." 

The Mandels have fun shooting together, but Mrs. M 
says: "We never think about competing against each 



"World's Greatest Shooting Team" was billing for Mrs. Adolph "Plinky" Topperwein and her husband who were spon- 
sored on tours by Winchester. Ad was famous for shooting 72,491 wooden blocks out of 72,500 in week of shooting. 

other. That, I think, is frightfully important between a 
husband and wife. We never even bet a nickel for fun, 
although, very often, when he beats me, he is annoyed. 
He thinks I should do better." 

To keep top honors, Mrs. Mandel uses an all-around 
battery. Recently she got a Browning Grade I1 over-under 
12, a striking hunk of machinery costing $450. She also 
has an L.C. Smith 12, and others including a .410 Savage 
over/under and two foreign doubles in 28 gauge and 36 
gauge. 

Another wife who is typical of the lovelies decorating 
shooting ranges these days is former model Mrs. Evelyn 
Primm of Los Angeles, who enjoys a 26-yard handicap 
in competition, highest for any woman trapshooter in the 
nation. She began shooting three years ago, because "it 
looked like fun." Using a Remington 0/U 12, and re- 
cently a Model 12 winchester skeet gun with curly-maple 
foreend and buttstock. Mrs. Primm has  roved to a 
skeptical male world that she can shoot a s  well as the 
experts. 

The husband-wife relationship has figured in most 
cases of outstanding women shooters. In the case of the 
most famous woman shooter of them all, Annie Oakley, 
outshooting Frank Butler was a prelude to his marrying 
the girl. The sly bet of a hotel owner with Butler started Mrs. Johnny Baker toured with her champion rifle-shooting 
Annie on her way to world fame and Butler on his way husband, won many medals for marksmanship on her own. 



Most famous woman shooter of all time was Annie Oakley, 
in~n~ortalized by Broadway in popular Irving Berlin musical. 

Belle Starr, notorious outlaw, was famed for ability to 
shoot clay pigeons while galloping at full speed on horse. 

to the altar. The hotelman, John Frost of Woodland, Ohio. 
wagered $100 with sharpshooter Butler that he could 
~ r o d u c e  a country kid who could outshoot the pro. The 
year was 1875 and the pro almost tripped over his trig- 
gers when 15-year-old Annie showed up in her country-girl 
best: pleated skirt. fringed blouse, wide-brimmed hat over 
curls falling to her shoulders-and chaperoned by her 
brother. The contestants had rendezvoued two miles out 
in the country. 

'Pull!" shouted ~utlei!, braced at the first trap. He 
pulverized his target. 

"Pull!" mimicked Annie's girlish voice. She, too, 
blasted hers. Butler pulled down his 25th, but the target 
had flown two feet beyond the boundary. No misses in 
between. Now Annie had to hit the next to pay off. The 
target whirred. And young Miss Oakley promptly blasted 
it to smithereens with the family muzzle-loader. 

Frank Butler couldn't believe it. A "kid" female best- 
ing him! This young genius in marksmanship and game- 
hunting intrigued and fascinated him so much that he 
married Annie when she was only 16. 

Born Phoebe Anne Mozee in 1860 in rural North Star, 
Ohio, Annie became perhaps the best-known shooter in all 
our history. No man taught this country girl to handle a 
gun; the hunger in her family prompted her to sneak out a 
weapon to hunt rabbits. Later she earned money bringing 
game birds to a Cincinnati hotel kitchen with their heads 
cleanly shot off. 

Teaming maritally as well as professionally with Frank 
Butler, Annie turned in a half century of some remarkable 
shooting all over the world. On exhibitions, the teenager 
split corks on upside-down wine glasses held by her hus- 
band. Their first sensational tour lasted 42 weeks. 

Then they hit the big combination that put Annie 
Oakley in history books. In Louisville, Ky., on March 
1885, they joined "Buffalo Bill" Cody's Wild West Show 
for 17 jears of touring. People swarmed to see a young 
girl do fantastic things with gunfire. Co-trouper Sitting 
Bull dubbed her "Little Sure Shot." Millions all over 
America saw "Buffalo Bill," amidst Indian whoops and 
blank gunfire, bellow : "Ladies and gentlemen, I present 
to you, tonight . . . Little Annie Oakley, 'Little Sure Shot.' 
Positively, the world's champion shot, the only one of 
her kind . . ." 

She'd dash in on horseback. In a whirlwind, she'd 
shoot-ashes from cigars, drill eyes in nickels, plunk tum- 
bling coins, shoot in the touchiest situations while dan- 
gling from her horse, all under flickering kerosene lights. 

Being with the show world, and having ability to bore 
hoks.with bullets, Annie gave the much-punched "com- 
$imentary ticket" its synonym: an "Annie Oakley." 
Ban Johnson of baseball fame started it by exclaiming: 
"Your pass looks like an Annie Oakley target" 

Back before the turn of the century. this little girl hung 
up records for both men and women to aim at: 4772 
glass balls out of 5000 . . . 945 straight tossed balls out 
ef 1000 . . . 50 straight clay birds; 49 live birds out 
of 50 . . . 943 out of 1000 composition balls (with a .22 
rifle) . . . six balls in four seconds; five in f ivewhi le  
swapping guns . . . used three guns on one lofted target 
. . . split edges of playing cards . . . in 25 seconds, with 
25 bullets. at 25 yards. punch out a design. 

Then there was Dave. the pet dog. Annie shattered 
thousands of apples off his nonchalant head. People dived 
for dimes she plugged between (Cont inua l  on page 5 3 )  





Dogs stir boar from its resting place and dart into the attack. But boar, with its sharp tusks, is fast and whirls so swiftly 
that few dogs, coming too close, escape being slashed. Dogs chase boars down towards stream where hunter waits. 

~usks of boars have been known to 
slash boot leather and leg muscle to 
the bone. "Game" like these cloven- 
fooled fiends is one of the strongest 
arguments for carrying a large caliber 
handgun in the forest. The hunter un- 
lucky enough to find himself wrestling 
with a boar has no time to reach for 
his rifle. Only a big knife or a power- 
ful sidearm can help him then. Pistol- 
totin' hunters are alive today who 
might otherwise have lost their guts in 
a tangle with a boar. 

About 50 years ago some wealthy 
sportsman imported a few of these pigs 
from their native forests in the Russian 
Urals. He thought he was merely 
stocking his game preserve with an- 
other game animal. Perhaps he was 
inspired by accounts of Austrian and 
Black Forest hunters who went after 
the cousins of his Russian pigs, and 
would actually fight these boars with 
a short knife as a test of manly courage 
and skill. But he  soon learned they 

the systematic killing of the European 
game keepers whose job it was to keep 
the animals to a suitable number, the 
Russian boars thrived. Today they are 
one of the fastest, most dangerous game 
animals on the continent, and the way 
they are hunted does nothing to soothe 
their tempers. 

Yearly there is a wild boar hunt in 
the rugged fastnesses of the Cherokee 
National Forest, near Tellico Plains, 
Tennessee, on the southern borders of 
the Great Smokies. Hunters participate 
each Fall in so-called "managed" hunts, 
arranged by the state game and fish 
commission. From all over the coun- 
try they meet at Gatlinburg, a resort 
town and gateway to the famous for- 
est. From here they go to their camps 
or hunting lodges, where local guides, 
cooperating with the forest rangers, 
have planned the hunt. 

Wild boar are one of the few types 
of game allowed by law to be driven by 
dogs. The hunter who runs deer with - 

Enthusiastic boar hunter is Gen. Jona- were anything but storybook pets. dogs doesn't last long, and other than 
than Wainright, Bataan hero (right). Away from their natural enemies and small animals like coon or possum, 
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and varmints like catamounts, the 
boars of Tennessee are the only ani- 
mals regularly hunted with dogs. 
After being chased for two hours by 
hounds, a boar is in a pretty bad tem- 
per . . . and it is then that he first ap- 
pears in your sights! Head of wild boar, fiercest of 

Rifles used in hunting these boar wild game in eastern U. S., 
makes fine wall trophy when 

can be any of the popular medium .25 it is mounted by taxidermist. 
and .30 calibers usuallv found for ex- 4 
ample on the 99 Savage or 94 Winches- 
ter actions. Increasingly popular are 
GI Mauser 8mm's brought back from 
overseas, and the usual variety of cus- 
tom sporters appear each season. The 
hill-folk prefer 20 gauge shotguns, 
loaded with oun'kin b a l l e t h e  solid 
lead slugs possess the knock-down 
punch necessary to set a mad boar back 
on his heels. At the same time the 
shotgun slug may change a graze miss 
into a hit by being two or three times 
as big as an ordinary rifle bullet. The 
dogs bring the boars right up to the 
hunter. He has no excuse for a miss. 
but an autoloading shotgun or a lever 
repeater is a great comfort in close 
work. 

Typically, the hunt starts at day- 
break. As the sun rises above the far- 
off ridge of the Great Smokies, a party 
of hunters and the guide start off into 
the hills. Running close beside them 
may be two or three Plott hounds, the 
lean, short-haired hunting hounds of 
the south. (Continued on page 65) 

After kill, hunter hugs 400-pounder, Carrying boar home, hunters tie their quarry to strong branch and carry game 
which mountaineers call "Rooshian." in sling. National Forest in Smokies of Tennessee is relatively wild country. 



Trigger of Model 88 moves with 
the lever to avoid pinching the 
finger and give maximum lever speed. 
The lug is the clip latch (right.) 

Stock block brings sleek contour 
-- of new Model 88 receiver down to 

the line of the checkered grip. 
Bolt sleeve keeps mud, snow out. 

By WILLIAM B. EDWARDS 

0 NE DAY in 1866 engineer B. Tyler Henry handed a 
new brass-framed lever action rifle to portly Oliver 

Winchester and remarked, smiling, "Here it is, the first 
one with your name on it." Stamped on the top of the 
barrel were the words, "Winchester's Repeating Arms." 
Since then nearly five million lever action Winchester rifles 
have been made. The names of these guns, the "Yellow 
Boy 1866," the famous '73, "the gun that won the west," 
the heavy "Centennial 1876" and the eternal M94 have be- 

come part of America's heritage. Now at last comes the 
successor to a distinguished line, the streamlined Model 88. 

This newest of the Winchester lever guns is about as 
much like any one of these five million as a gas-turbine 
automobile is to a "horseless carriage." 

Artistically, the new Winchester 88, chambered for the 
new .308 cartridge, is clean lined. The symmetrical curve 
of the pistol-grip lever repeats the closed curve of the re- 
ceiver top. The old, classic squareness of the Model 86 and 



N E W  LEVER A C T I O N  

H U N T I N G  RIFLE I S  

AMAZINGLY FAST GUN 

FOR WOOD A N D  FIELD, 

HAS VERY ACCURATE 

TURNING BOLT DESIGN 

Firing the Model 88 Winchester from a bench rest with scope revealed that 
groups of about 3" at 100 yards were ordinary in this light lever rifle. 

94 receivers, with their rugged Mormon design, has been 
abandoned in favor of a curve which is both easier to 
manufacture and is in the trend of modern styling. But 
the insides of this rifle are even more up-to-the-minute 
designing. 

Project engineer Wally Butler at Winchester has licked 
two of the major problems baffling the best talent in the 
gunmaking business for nearly a century. The first prob- 
lem was to have a trigger-lever design which was proof 
against the shooter getting his finger pinched accidentally 
in rapid fire. Ordinary lever guns, with the triggers fixed 
in the frame bottom, were dangerous in this respect. Even 
John Browning tackled the problem without good results. 
His old reliable, known originally as the Model 1886 and 
still produced in modern dress as the Winchester Model 
71, has the trigger fixed to the frame. 

Perhaps the closest approach he ever came to solution 
of this problem was in the Model 95 box-magazine design, 
the forerunner of the Model 88. The Model 95 was cham- 
bered for a line of cartridges including the powerful .405 
WCF and the early hot Pyro-loaded M1906 Springfield 

cartridge. In the .30 caliber, the Model 95's achieved a 
conflicting reputation. Some liked them, others would get 
uneasy about "headspace" resulting from the high pres- 
sures in the long, springy Model 95 receiver. Extraction 
of ordinary GI ball M2 .30 caliber fired cases from my 
Model 95 is very stiff and requires real exertion to keep 
the gun going. Yet the headspace checks out okay. 
Characteristic of the Model 95 is the separately-mounted 
trigger which drops down on a link-bar, as the lever is 
moved "open." 

The new Winchester 88 has features which are entirely 
new to lever action rifle design. The vision of all lever- 
gun designers has been to achieve the action strength and 
solid case support of a bolt gun, combined with the smooth 
speed of the lever action rifle. 

The lever gun has an advantage over bolt action and 
other tvpes of non-automatic sporting rifles. It is the 
fastest manual action for a repeating rifle, and 2 necessary, 
it can be functioned and fired with one hand. This is im- 
portant when firing from the back of a skittish horse at a 
sheep-stealing coyote and was one reason that the early 
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Trigger and lever unit assembly of Model 88 with bolt detail is shown in phantom view. Parts shown include 
(1) rear link, (2) guard latch, (3) firing pin, (4) bolt sleeve lock, (5) sleeve lock pin, ( 6 )  bolt, (7) bolt sleeve, 
(8) hammer lock, (9) guard, (10) front link, (11) hammer catch and (12) hammer. Not numbered, the staggered 
feed detachable clip is shown, with detail of front clip latch for rapid reloading by carrying extra magazines. 

Winchesters achieved such tremendous popularity. 
An early advertisement claimed that "a resolute man, 

on horseback, armed with one of these rifles positively 
cannot be captured." There was some truth to all this, for 
the Winchester grew up as a fighting gun, as much a part 
of the American scene as the plough or the revolver. 

With all this in mind, I unwrapped Winchester's latest 
prodigy. It was clean lined and very handsome. The same 
styling is running through the new Winchester line, with 
the Model 77 autoloader .22 recently introduced setting 
the style. The metal polish was very fine, better than on 
most post-war guns, and the color very pleasing. Lyman's 
new folding elevation-adjustable barrel sight was furnished, 
with a hooded silver bead ramp sight. The left rear side 
of the receiver was drilled for Lyman or Redfield receiver 
sights. 

The style lines of the Model 88 weren't entirely new, 
but the heft and handling sure were. "Man, what a deer 
rifle,'' I thought as I swung it to my shoulder and drew a 
fine bead on an alley cat outside. This was a real hunting 
gun! The lever action was slick and easy, equally as 
smooth as the Model 1886 which has been called "the 

smoothest lever action ever designed." I think the three 
lug, front locking, rotating bolt Model 88 will shake this 
crown some. 

Reason for the smooth action lies with the bolt linkage. 
The entire first half of the lever movement is used to un- 
lock the bolt and break the breech seal: "primary extrac- 
tion" with full force. Then the bolt moves quickly for 
rapid ejection of the fired case. In subsequent firing tests 
all cases extracted eas i l~ ,  yet showed no stretch marks or 
significant deformation from original size. All my .308 
brass was eagerly picked up by a handloader nearby. 

When the lever is reversed, the bolt moves slowly at 
first, picking up the fresh round and when it is in line 
with the chamber, snapping it home surely. With the bolt 
open, a magazine holding five shots can be inserted; 
otherwise, magazine capacity is four, and one in the 
chamber. Light in weight; my Model 88 pushed our postal 
scales down 694 pounds, with iron sights. Being left- 
handed I've always liked the lever action guns. 

I tried the Model 88 at the range on two different days. 
The first day was at once upon receiving the gun. I hiked 
over to George Pearsall's shop and impatiently waited 



Early classic lever gun was John Browning's slick M86. Browning's later Model 95 for Winchester had box mag- 
New Model 88 beats this one for speed and smoothness, azine for pointed bullets, was chambered for hot .30's. 
and unlike the M86, new M88 has trigger in the lever. Both rifles used sliding breech blocks, rear locked. 

twenty minutes while he fitted a Weaver K 2.5 on the gun 
in Weaver detachable top mounts, using the holes already 
drilled and tapped in the top of the Model 88 receiver. 

The ejection port, placed on the right side of the receiver, 
allows a low scope mounting directly in line with the gun. 
This is the first of Winchester's lever action rifles to permit 
this in-line scope mounting. Pearsall checked the general 
alignment and handed me the gun with the exclamation, 
"There, it ought to print on the paper now." The totally 
enclosed bolt keeps things inside the gun, and in case of 
a primer puncture it prevents gas from getting out into 
the shooter's face. 

At the range, I put up a standard 100-yard smallbore 
target for an aiming point, which happened to be the only 
appropriate sized target I could get at the club house. 

The gun functioned well and smoothly. If the lever 
movement was not done briskly and completely, from 
open to close or close to open, it was possible to get a 
hang-up in chambering. This merely required a little 
more beef on the lever to force the gun closed. Lever action 
fans are well acquainted with this sort of thing happening 
in all kinds of older lever guns. There are many contact 
surfaces in a lever gun and the tolerances allow some 
looseness in fitting parts. These tolerances can be taken 
up wrongly and cause some hesitation in the action 
operation. 

On the bench rest, the Model 88 showed good "hunting 
gun" accuracy. With 150 grain .308 Silvertips, a 3" 
group of four or five shots was average. The groups 

seemed to be consistently in one place on the paper-a 
little to the left and high of the bull center. u 

Winchester claims "bolt action accuracy" in a lever gun. 
I did not have a hunting type bolt action gun myself, but 
was able to fire three shots with a .300 Magnum which a 
fellow at the next bench was shooting. It was scope sighted 
of course, a 4x. Completely unfamiliar with the gun, and 
with the strange trigger pull I put three shots into a group 
about lw extreme spread. While this was perhaps not 
a fair test, due to the higher power of the scope, and the 
fact that it was the highly developed .300 Magnum car- 
tridge, I was also able to shoot at the same time, five shots 
through a 30-06 Mauser. This particular rifle was one of 
the post-World War I Kraut-klobbered jobs with the but- 
ter-knife bolt handle, paneled stock sides at the action, 
and a re-re-re-casehardened receiver. The caliber was a 
trifle sloppy for our .30, being a 7.7mm instead of the 
correct 7.65mm. Using a gold bead front sight which ob- 
literated the bullseye exactly at 100 yards, and a Lyman 
aperture of ancient vintage, I put five shots into the paper 
very close to each other. Three formed a triangular group 
about 1" from each other. The other two hit high and 
low making an extreme vertical spread for the group of 
about 2". This was with a rest, and using the double set - 
triggers. 

The .300 Magnum man had a screwdriver and we went 
to work on the stock tension of the Model 88 forearm 
screw. By loosening it from "dead tight," it was easy to 
feel the springing away of barrel (Continued on page 46) 

Winchester's styling is getting that "family resemblance" 
look with the streamlined, modern styling of their 
recently-introduced .22 plinking Model 77 automatic. 



BOY WONDER OF GAY 90's STILL HAS 

RIFLES WITH WHICH HE AND FATHER 

AMAZED THOUSANDS AT EXHIBITIONS 

WITH SPECTACULAR TRICK SHOTS 

By G. H. SALISBURY 

Rifles used by Elliotts in trick shooting included Hopkins & Allen 2 2  (top), Winchester M90, Colt .22 and Colt 44-40. 
Helmet was worn by Elliott during performance, has hole made to convince skeptic metal was slight protection. 

T HE GAY 90's are remembered by old-timers as an era 
of plush prosperity, handlebar moustaches, Little 

Egypt, the first horseless carriages and electric lights; it 
was also the golden era of exhibition shooting. In the 
twilight of the 19th Century, touring shows covered the 
broad expanse of the country, each featuring shooting stars 
whose amazing feats with rifles never ceased to amaze 
thousands. Trick shots were truly in their glory. 

Today's modern-day shooters have a tendency to look 
upon the phenomenal records of some of yesterday's 
marksmen more as legend than fact. Most of the men and 
women, whose names were emblazoned on huge billboards 
around the nation in the 90's, are gone. Stories of their 
deeds are all second-hand. 

But one story that is not is the record of "The Boy 
Wonder Of the 19th Century." He was a five-year-old 



youngster named Fred Elliott, who shot a ball off his 
father's head in one of the most spectacular stunts of all 
time. Today Fred Elliott is a slender, agile 71-year-old 
optometrist in upstate New York, whose interest in guns 
is still intense both from a collector and hunting stand- 
point. Extremely modest, he is rather reluctant to talk 
about his early days as an exhibition shooter. 

Being a confirmed gun bug, I decided I would look in 
on "Doc" Elliott, as he is now known to his friends and 
neighbors. 

The first thing Doc told me when I got together with 
him, however, was: "I'm not a gun collector. These are 
just guns that have accumulated over the years." 

For not being a collector, he has a remarkably fine 
collection. Two sides of the room were lined with glass 
cabinets or open shelves. The light gleamed on the pol- 
ished wood and shiny metal of shotguns, modern sporting 
arms, old rifles and muzzle loaders. All of them are kept 
in perfect condition, considering the years . . . and the 
years have been good to Doc, too. 

On his den wall there hangs a large framed photo of 
a young man in buckskins, holding a "Lightning" .44 Colt 
rifle and wearing a Colt DA Frontier revolver. Beside 
him stands Doc as a boy, a tiny lad of seven, clutching a 
.22 Hopkins & Allen single shot with the stock sawed to fit 
his small size. Underneath the picture were the words 
"Capt. A. B. Elliott and son, Freddie." 

"Dad took me around with him to the summer fairs," 
said Doc, recalling the crowded fairgrounds of New York 
state at Fourth-of-July time. "As a boy I did just what Dad 
trained me to do," Doc told me, smiling. "I never realized 
until years later that every time I ~u l led  the trigger Dad 
escaped death by only a fraction of an inch!" As I listened Poster advertising the Elliott act called five- ear-old ~ o u t h  
in wonder, he explained to me the switch his father had "Freddie," a name which he resents as being too familiar. 

Steam-powered Locomobile was used as part of act, with targets tossed aloft from moving vehicle. Here Elliott family 
gathers on car at Greene, N. Y., Fair in 1902. Fred often shot targets while riding backwards on bicycle handlebars. 



done on the old William Tell story- 
it was Fred who shot a plaster apple 
from his father's head. 

"In front of a crowd of people," Doc 
went on, "Dad would load and cock 
the 2 2  Colt rifle, then place it upon two 
tripods. After walking away 25 feet, 
he would stand facing the gun muzzle. 
On his head he wore a helmet of light 
tin on which was placed a 2% inch 
hollow ball moulded of lamp black, 
plaster or rosin." 

Doc explained that the rear aperture 
sight on the Colt was then turned down, 
out of the way, and the front loop of 
the old-fashioned "Globe" sight used 
to sight through. "In the heel of the 
butt of the gun would be placed a 
vertical lh inch steel rod bearing at its 
upper end a small, highly ~ol ished 
sphere. Dad would catch the gleam of 
this polished sphere through the hole 
of the front sight." 

Demonstrating, Dr. Elliott contin- 
ued, "Dad would raise his hand with 
finger extended. The band which had 
been playing a stirring air would stop 
abruptly. In the dramatic hush which 
followed, Dad would drop his raised 
finger and that was my cue to press the 
trigger. The bullet would speed toward 
Dad and pulverizethecomposition ball." 

Fascinated, I blurted out "But didn't 
You ever miss?" 



"Well, Dad was about 31 years old when we were doing 
the stunt," Doc replied, "and he lived to the ripe age of 86." 

I thought about the black-powder .22 cartridges he must 
have used in that Colt, inaccurate, prone to leading which 
could sometimes make a bullet fly wide or keyhole in less 
than a box of ammo, and thought of the protection he must 
have had. 

"One day at the Chenango County Fair right near our 
home, when we finished that stunt, a skeptic in the audience 
who was slightly inebriated heckled Dad, calling out 
'Captain Elliott, you aren't taking any chance. That helmet 
would deflect a bullet.' " 

Captain Elliott promptly picked up a loaded .22 rifle, 
drilled a neat hole in the helmet sitting on the stage, and 
tossed the headgear contemptuously to the heckler. 

Although this aiming stunt was often the climax of the 
performance, the other marvelous shooting tricks seem to 
almost equal it. One of the Elliott's old posters proclaimed 
some of the shots performed: 

Shooting with a revolver through balls tossed into the 
air while riding a horse or bicycle at full speed. 

Breaking balls thrown into the air, with rifle bottom- 
side up, using lead bullets. 

With revolver breaking three balls thrown into the air 
at once. 

Shooting through composition balls held in the hand 
without shattering the balls. (Here the doctor explained, 
"The balls were made hollow with a hole at one end and 
a ball would be held so that the bullet would enter this 
hole and would pass through the sphere without shattering 
it"). 

Cutting sticks of candy in two in the air with rifle. (Here 
he again explained that many of the candies were held 
between the lips as well as the fingers). 

Exploding matches, splitting cards edgewise, held by 
person at target stand. 

Shooting with back to target by aid of mirror. 
Having survived these stunts, Fred and his father had 

an added feature. When he was ten years old, Doc was 
moved forward to star billing on his own. 

"I would sit on the handlebars of my bicycle, riding it 
backwards around the stage. Dad (Continued on page 60) 

Two Colt slide-action rifles held by Doc Elliott were used 
most by father-and-son team in their shooting exhibitions. 

Homemade tubular sight on .25 Stevens Favorite was in- 
vented by Fred Elliott when 16. O n  one hunt Doc Elliott 
got 11 woodchucks out of 13 shots with this old gun. 

Maynard rifle made by Massachusetts Arms Co. has 30 
caliber Millard barrel and Malcolm 10 power scope. Gun 
is still favorite of Doc Elliott for shooting and hunting. 



Even strong modern guns like Remington's M'48 
(top) or Stevens M620 (bottom) will blow when 12 
gauge shell is fired on top of 20 stuck in forcing cone. 

I 

EVEN BEST AND STRONGEST OF MODERN GUNS I S  FAR FROM BLOWUP-PROOF 

IF SHOOTERS ARE GUILTY OF NEGLECT AND IGNORING SENSIBLE RULES 

By E R V I N  P. BARBER 

T HEY SAY that the nut that holds the wheel is responsible 
for most auto accidents. I'd like to add, from my years 

of experience with firearms, that most gun accidents which 
cross my workbench are caused by a jerk on the trigger. 
A gun in good condition can stand a great deal of wear 
without becoming dangerous, but there are limits to the 
abuse it will take and still remain safe to use. Although 
all guns before leaving the factory are proof fired with 
heavy overloads to assure that no hidden weaknesses are 
overlooked, there are still cases of guns blowing up. These 
can usually be traced to one of two causes: carelessness or 
ignorance on the part of the shooter. 

Shotguns are chronic offenders in blow-up accidents. 
Mud, snow or grease in the barrels commonly cause trouble. 
The first two are easily picked up by accident when a 
hunter slips and falls. Often there is no outward sign of 
a plugged bore-until the next shot is fired. Grease in a 
new gun, or failure to remove a loose cleaning patch, can 
also produce similar results, and with the shot charge 
momentarily arrested, the barrel must give way. 

In most cases the barrel blows out just behind the 
obstruction. As the shot charge is slowed momentarily by 
the obstruction, the base of the shot column and the wad- 
ding is immediately compressed under the pressure of the 



powder gas. The shot and wadding under compression have 
nowhere to go but sideways, and the barrel bursts. 

A similar effect can be experienced by shutting off the 
water faucet quickly and listening to the hammering in the 
pipes as the moving column of water is stopped quickly. 
The dynamic energy of the moving column of water is 
changed to a sideways pressure and dissipates itself in the 
blow given to the inside of the pipe. Since the water pipe 
is so much stronger in relation to the pressure, all that you 
get is noise. A shotgun barrel is much thinner, and the 
pressures are greater: so is the resulting hole! 

The next most common way to ruin a shotgun is by 
inadvertently slipping a sub-caliber shell into the chamber 
where it will drop down and lodge in the forcing cone. 
The smaller shell is held in position by its rim just far 
enough to allow a second shell of the correct gauge to 
chamber normally. Shooters who use a 20 and a 12 in 
the field often keep shells of both gauges unthinkingly in 
their hunting coats, and it is sometimes easy to mistake 
one for the other in the hurry of reloading a double. When 
the gun is fired, it is almost certain to blow out the barrel 
over the chamber. 

Pressures alone have nothing to do with this-the charge 
simply detonates with a force like dynamite. Nothing can 
hold it in. The ammunition companies, alarmed about this 
danger, have taken to printing warnings on each shell box 
and sometimes on each shell. The dangerous sub-calibers 
are a 16 in a 10 gauge, a 20 in a 12, and a 28 in a 16 
or 20 gauge gun. 

A shotgunner owning guns of different gauges should 
make it a policy to empty shooting coats and pockets com- 
pletely after coming in from a day's hunting. This way 
the chance of a smaller shell becoming mixed in with a 
larger one is avoided. 

Damascus or twist barrels are another common source 
of trouble. There are many fine guns around with barrels 
of these types, which were very highly thought of before 
the advent of good steel. Some of them were works of art, 
with intricate vatterns of alternate iron and steel worked 
into the metal by repeated forging and twisting. I have 
seen a sample barrel made up in the days when Colt put 
out shotguns: the barrel sample had "Colt Colt Colt" 

. . 
Movie star William Holden, known 
for realism of his gun-movie roles, 
demonstrates elementary safety rule 
of seeing that bore is not obstructed. 

A careless double charge in a .38 . 
Special handload lifted the lid off 
new "Combat" S & W. Shooter was 
fortunately not injured but sure scared. 
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running in a spiral in the metal. 
A very good grade of workmanship 

was necessary to make a barrel this 
way. It was built up by twisting the 
metal around a mandrel and welding, 
and a barrel welded from alternate 
iron and steel bars cannot be any 
stronger than its weakest iron. The 
use of higher pressure smokeless loads, 
in such barrels designed for black pow- 
der, will soon show up this weakness. 

Many shooters claim to have been 
shooting modern smokeless powder 
loads in these guns with no trouble at 
all. Some appear to have been shoot- 
ing powerful express, high-base loads 
for years in "twist" guns. This is like 
driving at high speeds with tires worn 
down to the fabric. You just don't 
know when something is going to let 
loose suddenly. 

About 1900 to 1910, solid steel bar- 
rels came into general use on shotguns, 
but the most exoensive kinds still had 
quality, hand-made Damascus or twist 
barrels. There were shooters who 
would have nothing on their guns but 
Damascus tubes. Some of the  gun 

Fine English percussion double-gun was destroyed by deliberate ignorance companies uhoosiered on them by 
on the part of the shooter when he loaded Damascus barrels with etching or Damascus patterns 
modern nitro powder charge "just to see what it would do." H e  saw. on plain steel barrels. This is one case 

where the customer was sold a superior 
product, under the impression he was 
getting a wanted but inferior kind. 

where hunter disappeared years ago. Blown up gun may have killed him. 

built to watchmaker standards, and 
sold for $35, with several styles of 
Damascus or twist barrels, were adver- 

I tised as having been proved for use 
with smokeless~powder~ 

"Damascus Finish" is usually a 
give-away, and the barrels are prob- 
ably plain steel. But unless it is cate- 
gorically marked "Damascus steel'" or 
"Twist," there is a good chance that the 
old, "dangerous" barrel is actually 
plain steel. This can easily be checked 
by polishing a spot under the foreend 
to a high finish, and daubing some cold 
blue solution on it. The genuine twist 
pattern will apear i f  watched closely 
while the solution is working on the " 

Normal 32/40 cartridge (top) is sometimes fired by mistake in much larger barrel. If no Pattern shows, it is prob- 
30140 Krag chamber which ruptures the cartridge case (bottom), and may ably plain steel, and moderate smoke- 
release gas into the action and damage eyesight or blow up the gun. less loads can then be used safely. 
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Cut-away double shotgun barrel shows the ease with which an unnoticed 
20 gauge shell can fit in a 12 gauge chamber, blocking the 12's shot. 

The spot test is useful to avoid damaging a fine gun 
which has a collector's value, and returns to safe service a 
good gun otherwise thought unsafe. But the true "acid 
test" comes next: loading an express or magnum load in 
the chamber, with the gun tied to an old tire, and setting it 
off by using a long, long string. 

If the gun really has Damascus barrels, it may not be 
mechanically in good condition. But if it is okay, then safe 
loading of black powder charges will give many hours of 
shooting pleasure from a Damascus-barreled gun. 

Shotguns are prone to a danger due to the design of the 
shells. Space must be left ahead of the shell in the chamber 
to accommodate the portion of the shell that is turned in 
to form the crimp. This extra chamber length allows a 
shell longer than the chamber was designed for, to seat 
easily. 

A 3" magnum shell will readily drop into the 2%" 12 
gauge chamber. When fired, the crimp is blown out along 
the sides of the forcing cone ahead of the chamber. This 
taper from the outside shell diameter to bore diameter 
when lined with the thickness of the shell's paper walls, 
forms a constriction that prevents the shot charge from 
moving freely. (Continued on page 50) 

Shotgun barrel (left) split 
from having a little snow or 
mud near the muzzle while 
other barrel burst open by 

Reassembling P-38 auto pistol without its essential locking block (small obstruction in bore, perhaps 
piece separate) will result in severe damage, may be blowing off slide. a forgotten cleaning patch. 



Custer's last stand, portrayed in Budweiser beer poster 
for years, was reenacted in Hollywood movie, "Sitting 
Bull." Film repeated mistakes of poster, showing sabers 
used (there were none in the battle) and Colt Peacemaker 
carried by Custer (he had an English "Bulldog"). Sitting 
Bull's Winchester #I24375 (right) was probably used by 

0 SURVIVORS! No survivors! 
For years that has been the accepted version of 

Custer's last stand-the Battle of the Little Big Horn in 
which Col. George Armstrong Custer and his 264 troops 
were wiped out by 2500 warriors of the Sioux, Cheyenne 
and Indian allies. The legend of "no survivors" has been 
parroted by militarists, historians and writers ever since 
Captain E. Godfrey surveyed the white, mutilated bodies 
which covered a slight hill. The scene looked like a scat- 
tering of boulders and several soldiers asked: "What are 
those." 

"The dead," was Captain Godfrey's laconic reply. 
The ignominy of Custer's defeat was stamped upon the 

nation's mind. The slaughter was emphasized by the report 
that not a single man had lived. Custer's campaign repre- 

sented the most embarrassing, uncoordinated and ill- 
planned campaign in US. history. 

But the facts are that there was a last man in Custer's 
last stand ! 

He was a sergeant named Frank August Finkel and he 
died a natural death 54 years after Custer made his last 
stand in what is now Montana. I spoke to his widow and 
was able to collect the full story of Finkel and his re- 
markable escape from the wrath of Indians in the Dakota 
Territory. But even more amazing was the way in which 
he kept his account of the Custer battle a secret because he 
was afraid of being branded a fraud. 

Listed on the death roll as Sergeant August Finckle, the 
lone battle survivor for years was close-mouthed about his 
role. He changed his name to read Finkel and became a 



DESPITE LEGEND THAT THERE WERE 

NO SURVIVORS IN HISTORIC BATTLE 

WITH INDIANS, ONE SERGEANT DID 

TURN UP YEARS LATER AND TELL HOW 

HE ESCAPED FROM DAKOTA SLAUGHTER 

By KATHRYN WRIGHT 



Only known picture of Sitting Bull standing up was taken 
about 1885 when he was with Buffalo Bill Wild West Show. 

Colonel Custer owned many weapons, such as this special 
Springfield, but carried Remington sporter in last battle. 

prosperous wheat farmer on a northern Montana ranch. 
Once he tried to tell his story. He was called a liar and 

thrown into the guardhouse as a result. That is when he 
vowed to keep silent. 

The story of his escape finally came to light only after 
his death. It proved that Finkel and Finckle were one and 
the same. 

It was after Finkel's death in 1930 that his widow, later 
Mrs. H. C. Billmeyer of Oshkosh, Wis., sorted through 
papers and other possessions belonging to the ex-cavalry- 
man. She turned them over to Dr. Charles Kuhlman of 
Billings, Mont., eminent Custer battle student and author 
of "Legend Into History," an analytical study of the 
Battle of the Little Big Horn. 

In Kuhlman, Finkel's widow found a believer. 
Another with faith in the Finkel escape was the late 

Charles A. Windolph of Lead, S. D., who had served as a 
Seventh Cavalry sergeant under Captain F. W. Benteen. 
Windolph wrote Mrs. Billmeyer: "I knew Frank Finkel 
well and searched in vain for his body." 

Little would Finkel have cared who believed or scoffed. 
He'd learned his lesson at the hands of a questioning officer 
at Fort Benton, Mont., in the fall of 1876; and he knew 
better than to talk about the Custer episode. Only once in 
his later years did he break the silence. That was done to 
keep peace and quiet in his home. 

Only to stop his wife's incessant nagging did this taci- 
turn, grim-lipped farmer ride reluctantly one day in 1921 
into Dayton, Washington, then his home town, to grudg- 
ingly describe for a Kiwanis Club audience his experiences 
as a runaway farm boy, a green recruit among the men 
who followed Custer. 

The Battle of the Little Big Horn was at its height when 
Finkel was wounded. With his line of C troopers, still 
mounted and fighting, carbines and Colts pistols against 
lance and arrow, Finkel tried to hold a ridge south of the 
hill where Custer in the next half hour was to make his 
stand. The ridge faced the river. Beyond that was the 
underestimated Indian camp, from which were still coming 
the 2,500 hundred warriors who were to wipe out Ouster's 
force, almost to the last man! 

The route of Finkel's escape lay from that blood-soaked 
knoll in southeastern Montana to a secluded gun runner's 
hut. "We're trapped like rats," thought Finkel desperately 
as he fired his Springfield .45 carbine at the oncoming 
horde. A bullet, probably from one of the few Winchester 
'66 carbines the Indians had, struck the stock of his carbine. 
The shock numbed him. Another slapped his forehead- 
he tried to wipe the blood from his eyes. His fear-crazed 
horse plunged through a gap in the mass of painted, screech- 
ing savages. Wounded, Finkel lost control of his horse. 
Flattening himself over the horse's withers, the young 
sergeant hung on in a wild ride through cavalrymen and 
Indians battling to the death. 

Three Indians gave chase, and a bullet struck Finkel 
in the side. Another shattered his right foot, but the 
frantic sorrel gathered new speed and outdistanced the 
Indian ponies. The savages fired parting shots and turned 
back to the easier targets on the hill. 

The horse raced on. Finkel at last got a grip on the 
reins and pulling up his horse, slipped to the ground. His 
foot still bled. Tearing a strip from his undershirt, he 
fashioned a tourniquet. In desperation, gritting his teeth 
against the pain, he swung a leg over the light sorrel, and 
rode on. 



Springfield 1873 Carbines fired nearly 25,000 standard 45/70 cartridges against the Sioux in battle. Guns numbered up 
to 45,000 may have legitimate claim to being relics of the Custer battle if with genuine Sioux or Cheyenne association. 

It was afternoon when he broke from the fighting. Now 
purple twilight was blackening into night. In the bottom 
of a draw he saw a glitter-water! Dazed, weak and 
thirsty, he slid from the saddle and strained toward the 
water. It was alkali and twisted his stomach: he vomited. 
Nearby his horse had rejected the bad water and was 
nuzzling the ground for precious moisture. Then its head 
lifted alertly as a whinny sounded in the dusk. Two riders 
approached. Silhouetted against the yellow sky, their war 
bonnets were seen. With a prayer, Finkel slowly drew his 
cocked revolver beneath him, and played dead. 

The Indians spotted the riderless horse, jumped to the 
gound,  and crept up stealthily. Circling cautiously, they 
wave Finkel's apparently lifeless body a couple of kicks. 
Then they moved toward the cavalry horse. Finkel rolled 
over and fired his revolver twice. Struggling to his feet, 
he stumbled over to the prone figures of the Indians and 
fired a shot into each for good measure. 

Hunger combined with the pain of thirst inside him. 
Under sagebrush he saw a huddled shape-a setting prairie 
hen. He killed the hen, tossed the bird aside and reached 
into the nest for an egg. Head tilted back, Finkel put the 
tip to his lips and broke the shell-then gagged at the 

- 
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eacemaker Colt .45 #386 stamped 
U. S. is like those issued Custer's men. 

thing slipping into his mouth. The egg had been ready 
to hatch. The raw bird was no better. Retching, he pulled 
himself up on his horse. 

The short night passed in a daze of weariness and stiffen- 
ing wounds. At dawn, the flat plain was broken by the 
jagged outlines of a wooded area. Riding to the timber, 
Finkel at last found a stream of fresh water. A short dis- 
tance from the stream Finkel came into a clearing, where a 
man was chopping wood in front of a rude hut. "One 
more step, soldier," said the woodchopper as he drew a 
gun, "and I'll shoot you." Finkel, (Continued on page 48) 

Silent gravestones at Montana monument mark places where 26 of Custer's men died, supposedly including Sergeant Finkel. 





GUNSMITHS OF FERLACH MAINTAIN 400-YEAR 

TRADITION I N  TURNING OUT SOME OF FINEST 

HUNTING ARMS MADE ANYWHERE I N  WORLD 

By FRED H. BAER 

Single-shot Pirschstutzen is designed for long range 
accuracy in hunting auerhahn (above), an Austrian 
mountain grouse. It  is favorite of Ferlach hunters. 

T HE CITY of Ferlach in southern 
Austria nestles in the hills like a 

cut jewel in the palm of a great hand. 
Stretching high to the clouds, walling 
the town with slopes of verdant forest 
tapering to glittering snowy spires, the 
Carinthian Alps near the Italo-Aus- 
trian border, have protected this town 
through four centuries. Yet no town 
has needed less protection: every 
workinman in Ferlach and many - 
women are gunmakers. The entire vil- 
lage is one vast arsenal, a city of gun- 
makers. 

Ferlach gunsmiths are specialists in 
supplying a gun "built to order." The 
stock, locks, caliber and barrel length, 
engraving, style of buttplate and trig- 
ger guard, and even the kind of finish 
on the stock, can be to the customer's 
wishes. At present 21 basic types of 
hunting shotguns, rifles, and com- 
bination shotguns-and-rifles are in the 
production program, from .22 Savage 
or "Vierling" up to the big .375 Mag- 
num, from 20 gauge to 12 gauge. 

The mark "Ferlach" on a gun refers 
to no single gunmaker, with the ex- 
ception of the Franz Sodia factory 

which turns out about 1,000 rifles a 
year. Sodia has equipped his four 
shops with modern milling and boring 
machinery and rifling machines ob- 
tained through the Marshall Plan aid in 
1951 and 1952. The rest of the gun- 
makers are individual contractors who 
are members of the Genossenshaft der 
meister Buchsenmacher in Ferlach, a 
v o 1 u n t a r y membership association 
which regulates the work to the best 

advantage of all the members. In the 
Genossenshaft are 23 buchsenmachers, 
meister gun makers, each employing 
from two to 20 apprentices, or jour- 
neymen and some few women. 

Half of all the work done is at 
home, with file and cold chisel, 
draw-knifing a new stock, or the deli- 
cate and exacting skill of engraving. 
With a yearly total production of 
about 3,000 rifles and shotguns, the 

Typical small shop of Ferlach is 
owned by Joseph Franzoi, who has 
been gunsmithing more than 40 years. 
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Teutonic relief carving depicts St. Hubertus, legendary patron of hunters, viewing stag with Cross be- 
tween his horns. Engraving takes over 130 hours work by craftsman, who will do any design ordered. 

Stockmaker Robert Schaschl works on black walnut cured 
five years, which is grown in vicinity of Ferlach. 

the people of Ferlach are working comfortably close to 
capacity the year around. 

The demand for Ferlach guns is based on three qualities. 
First, the accuracy of the rifles and patterning of the 
shotguns places them among the best hunting arms made. 
Their rugged durability is a second attraction. Third, for 
extra finish and special work, engraving or inlay, fancy 
woods and deluxe work throughout, the prices are sur- 
prisingly low. Similar American handmade guns would 
be prohibitive in cost. One wealthy American sportsman, 
the late Ralph Packard, spent $10,000 on just one hand- 

Rifle stock from blank to butt is shown. Owners of 
Ferlach guns include Shah of Persia and other notables. 



Representing about one-third of the gun's cost, Ferlach engraving comes in all styles from the realistic sculpturing 
of animals of the chase, to fine English-type scroll work. The auerhahn and chamois are favorite patterns. 

made rifle which was of a modified Mauser pattern. Yet 
despite the high prices, the desire for such arms exists, 
and Ferlach "buchsenmachers" believe thev will be in 
business as lone as there are connoisseurs of fine arms- 

&, 

fine in finish, and fine in shooting. 
With 70 per cent of their production going for export, 

mostly to America, new life has come in the postwar years 
to a 400-year old tradition. That tradition of Ferlach 
seems as old as the granite hills which rim it, and as ro- 
mantic as the crystal, wine-like air of Ferlach. It is a 
hunter's air. which carries from the forests in season the 

strange cry of the birkhahn and auerhahn, the world's 
wiliest game birds, or the mating call of the red deer . . . 
everywhere is the spirit of "waidmann's heil." It is the 
greeting and salute of the jaeger to the hunter after a 
successful hunt, and carries with it friendly commenda- 
tion of a job well done. 

Now it is the hunt which keeps the forges of Ferlach 
glowing. In the beginning it was another cause, Vulcan 
had Mars for his bellows-boy. 

In the 16th century, Austria's Emperor Ferdinand I 
(1522 to 1564) brought 100 master gunsmiths from Liege, 

Ball vise holds breech with lock plates fitted as Students in the gunsmith school learn engraving by 
skilled Ferlach engraver works out intricate pattern. using stuffed animals as models in Ferlach classroon~. 
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Master gunmaker wearing Ferlach traditional uniform 
instructs ~ o u t h f u l  apprentice in Blitz trigger mechanics. 

a city then under Austrian rule and now Belgium. These 
Flemish and Walloon gunmakers, many of whose names 
survive today in the families, were settled in Ferlach to 
build weapons for his soldiers. 

Each of the 100 was a master in his own field-whether 
barrel-making, lock-filing and fitting, stock making, fin- 
ishing, decorating, assembling or "setting up," adjusting 
and regulating. Each gun passed through the hands of 
eight masters before delivery to the warehouses and the 
Imperial Army. The trade was taught by father to son. 

Since each master produced only a part of the com- 
pleted gun, a governing and coordinating organization 
was necessary. The Ferlacher Genossenshaft, or co-opera- 
tive, was first organized in 1577. 

The Buchsenmachermeisters, or master gun makers, of 
Ferlach were a distinguished company. Formed into a 

Checking straight bore on 3-barrel 
gun is done by means of tight bow- 
string which casts shadow line along 
barrel interior that is warped where 
bore is bent before straightening. p i l d ,  they were virtually the exclu- 

sive arms makers for the Empire from 
1590 to 1815. Special privileges in- 
cluded their own uniforms, and a 
Schuetzen fraternity active until 1918. 
Many of the  resent-day gunsmiths 
still wear the quaint regional uniform 
on dress occasions. 

The industry hummed with orders 
for the Imperial Army. The Thirty 
Years War (1618 to 1648) absorbed 

all Ferlach could produce. Muskets, rifles, carbines and 
pistols replaced bows and lances for the Imperial Cavalry, 
keeping the Ferlachers busy. During the reign of Charles 
VI (1711 to 1740), a state-financed bayonet and ramrod 
factory was added by the nearly 200 licensed master gun- 
smiths then employed. During the next 40 years, the 
height was reached in war production, when the entire 
Imperial Austrian Army was supplied with Ferlach weap- 
ons. Then 300 pnrnakers were listed, and 22 barrel mills 
were in full operation. 

<;n I'mnnrtant wore tho rnilitarv that an army 
was established there, 
rmanent duty. 
i 1800 to 1815, Ferlach 
\s carbines, and 56,956 
ly. Twice, in 1809 and 
French invasion. The 

ie gun parts both times 
m river to safety . . . a 
I1 as weapons. 

lhe  large Army orders were (Continued on page 55) 

"" ,,-*u ..-- - A A A - - v - L  

testing and inspection command 
with one officer and 30 men on pe 

During the Napoleonic wars fron 
delivered 126,752 muskets, 47,044 
cavalry pistols to the Austrian Am 
1.813, Ferlach was threatened by 
Ferlach gunmakers evacuated all tl 
and floated their whole arsenal dov 
considerable saving in cash as we1 

-3 > 1 .. // 



By STUART MILLER 

Rare Allen Lip-Fire Cartridges 

HE DESIRE of gunmakers to get around Smith and Wes- 
s o n s  cartridge patent of 1856 and still make metallic 
cartridge revolvers brought forth some peculiar results. 
One of them was the Alien lip-fire cartridge with the prim- 
ing compound in the projecting lip at the base of the 
cartridge. 

These cartridges were made in four calibers. Each cali- 
ber was given a model or catalog number. The .25 caliber 
was No. 50; the .32 cal., No. 52; the .36 cal. for their 
Navy Revolver was No. 56; while the .44 caliber for the 
Army Revolver was No. 58. The .25 cal. was for a seven- 
shot revolver, and was packed in conventional boxes of 

50 rounds. The .32, .36, and .44 were all for six shooters, 
and as can be seen in the photo were packed in boxes of 
24 rounds to give four cylinders full. 

In the label, the manufacturers place great emphasis on 
the fact that these are "Water-Proof Pistol Cartridges." 
Now we take this for granted, but in those days, when 
most of the pistols and revolvers were still being fed loose 
powder and ball, this was indeed a selling point! 

I was unable to find out what these lip-fire shells sold 
for originally, but found them listed in a James Bown 
& Sons, Pittsburgh, catalog of 1875. They state that while 
these cartridges were no longer being manufactured, they 
still had three calibers available. The .25 calibers sold 
at $1.25, the -32's at $2.50 and the .44 calibers sold at 
$3.00 per 100. There is a chance that these prices may 
represent a close-out sale of semi-obsolete items, rather 
than regular list price. 

All of these cartridges that I have ever seen were made 

ft either by Alien and Wheelock, or their succssors, Ethan 
Allen & Co. both of Worcester, Mass. This latter com- 
pany also made a few varieties of rim-fire ammunition. 

* Multi-Ball For Shooting 

If you've considered the multi-ball as purely a military 
cartridge for guard duty and riots, I have news for both 

of us. The Phoenix Metallic Cartridge Co.-later the 
American Metallic Cartridge Co. of South Coventry, Conn. 
-turned out quite a line of center fire and rim fire multi- 
ball cartridges. Turner & Ross of Boston in their 1880 
catalog gives quite a writeup on them: 

"Three Balls At Once! . . . The greatest invention in 
ammunition ever perfected . . . Dozens of similar car- 
tridges made, but they all leaded the rifle barrel and spoiled 
it. With the New Phoenix Cartridge, this is impossible. 
An envelope of papier mache completely covers the balls 
protecting them from the rifling . . . These cartridges will 
put all three balls through a man's body at 150 yards and 
even farther! The following are the only calibers that can 
now be furnished: .44 S&W Army Revolver, American 
Model; .44 S&W Army Revolver, Russian Model; .44 
M.H.&Co Army Revolver; .45 Colt Army Revolver; .44 
cal. Evans Rifle; and .44 caliber Straight Rifle cartridge, 
all center fire, and .44 caliber rim fire rifle cartridges . . ." 
Prices ranged from $1.80 to $2.50 per 100. 

Personally I take that statement about the accuracy and 
penetration at 150 yards with considerably more than a 
grain of salt! Advertisers were not exactly modest about 
their claims, even in those days. 

Since the company also put out bird shot cartridges with 
the same type paper shot container, the multi-balls are 
usually hard to spot. About the only way I have found, 
is to try to feel the contours of the load through the en- 
velope, but be careful not to damage the paper. 

One of the more colorful means of advertising shotgun 
shells were the display shells. These were generally sent 
out to the hardware dealers, in sets of five or six shells, 
either by the ammunition companies or their jobbers. 
These dummy shells usually had a transparent window set 
in the side of the shell, so that the construction of the shell, 
the powder, shot, and wads, could be shown and explained 
to the prospective customer. 

One of the most interesting display shells that I have 
seen is shown below. Brought out in the early 
1900s, this display shows the various makes of smokeless 
powder that were factory loaded in the Winchester 
"Leader," "Repeater," "Metal-Lined" and "Pigeon" shells. 

The shell is six inches over all, and has the high brass 
base of the 12 gauge Leader. 

The powders shown are: New E. C., Walsrode, Ballistite, 
Du Pont, L & R Infallible, E. C. No. 1, American Dead 
Shot, New Schultze, Rifleite, Hazard Blue Ribbon, New 
Troisdorf, and E. C. No. 2. The colors of these powders 
include black, deep blue, red-brown, green, orange and 
pure white. 



The "Peacemaker" will be produced in 
limited quantity and will be built precisely 
as it was made before World War 11, that 
is it will be a forged gun with case hardened 
frame and the old original hard rubber grips. 
It will be manufactured on limited tooling 
on a more or less handmade basis, and pro- 
duction quantities will be limited. The gun 
is expected to be available in small numbers 

BY H- Jay Erfurth during October. A tentative price of $125 
is announced. 

who have always wanted one of these fine be fitted. 

The proof i s  in the pulling! 

historical firearms. The calibers will be .45 Do NOT write to the Colt Company to 
Colt T o  Make Single Action Again and .38 Special, both 5%'' or "Artillery" order one of these guns. Place your order 

Biggest news of the year is the announce- 
ment from Colt's Manufacturing Company 
that the famous "Peacemaker" single action 
Colt revolver, discontinued in 1946, will 
again be offered to the shooters of America 

We kinda feel that Guns Magazine 
will pull in lots of new readers . . . 
just as easy as our bullet puller 
pulls bullets! 

TRANSPARENT 

INERTIA BULLET PULLER 
Preven ts  d i s t o r t e d  b u l l e t s  a n d  cases . . . 
saves " loads"  o f  t i m e !  J u s t  p l a c e  c a r t r i d g e  

in p r o p e r  f i t t i n g ,  i n s e r t  in p u l l e r  h e a d  a n d  

s t r i k e  p u l l e r  sharp ly .  Out c o m e s  t h e  b u l l e t  

- jus t  l i k e  m a g i c !  

M a d e  o f  ha rd ,  d u r a b l e  T e n i t e  p l as t i c .  

Price includes complete set 
of fittings for f u l l  range, 2 2  
Hornet thru  .45/70 plus 
most wildcats and magnums. $6.60 EA- 

POSTPAID  

GUNS TRANSPARENT 
POWDER FUNNEL 

NO adjustments - 22 Hornet 

One funnel loads 

full range 

A%%%-- @ -  4116 F a n n i n ,  H o u s t o n ,  T e x a s  

through your local firearms dealer.  lie less 
letterwriting the folks at Hartford have to 
do on this gun, the faster they can make 
them and ship them to your dealer. 

Nosler H-Bullet 
JOHN NOSLER, maker of the famous "par- 

tition jacket bullets," offers a wide variety 
of bullet weights for the handloader. The 
Nosler H-design employs a bullet jacket 
with a solid partition midway in the slug. 
This permits controlled, expansion to more 
than double the bullet diameter for the first 
half of the bullet, but the base will hold 

together instead of flying into fragments. 
This permits good penetration and shocking 
power with bullets of ordinary weight and 
velocity. Bullets in 3 0  caliber are offered 
in 150 grain, 180 grain, and 200 grain 
weights, while 7mm and .270 bullets are also 
in the line. Prices are modest for precision 
bullets. Nosier (382 Wightman Street, Ash- 
land, Oregon) sets prices in the different 
calibers at about $4.50 to $5 per box of 50 
bullets. 

PHOTO CREDITS 
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Times, Tucson ~ i g h  School, Globe; 17Ã‘winchester Brown 
Bros.; 18Ã‘Culve Service Brown Bros: 1 9  t o  21- 
Camera Clix; 22-George Kuf r in ;  23~Winchester ;  2 4  
25-Winchester; 26 to  29-G. H. Salisbury; 3 0 - ~ r w i i  
P. Barber; 31-Paramount Pictures, Alfred J. Goero; 
32-Alfred J. Goerg Erwin F Barber- 3 3 Ã ‘ E w i  P 
Barber; 34Ã‘Uni te  Art ists ~mi thsonian Inst i tut ion- 3 5  
-Brown Bros., United ~ r t i s t s ;  36-Denver pub l ic  L i -  
brary, Brown Bros.; 37-Smithsonian Institution, Brown 
Bros.; 43Ã‘Georg Kufrin. 



F O B  B U R B A N K  

DIFFERENT 
D YARD GUNS 

8 MM AUTOMATIC 

weapon. Only a few left. $19. 2. SAUER -32 CAL. AUTO - Rare double- 
act ion model s imctal lv desired b v  Nazi  JUST PURCHASED! 
officers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  s22.SO 
3. S P A N I S H  E l B A R  .32 CAL.  A U T O  - T h e  beau t i fu l l y  made FalanKiSt favo- ....................... r i t e  .SI~.SO 
4. ORTQfES .32 CAL. AUTO - Pre-war dngfon 6 Rkhordiod, Hopkini Â¥n Alien, W a n d ,  
German. clean lines. Lo ts  f e l l  I n t o  h m a s  
of ant i -Nazi  undere-round. ...... .S19.95 . A t ,  WhilnÃ§y I v r  Jwhnrn, DdÃ§ndw S1.v.~ 

SmokÃ§r Moor*, .It., ek.. hwnddt end h v n d d t  el 

6. LE BASQUE .32 CAL. AUTO - These 
saw l o t  of close quarter. v io len t  act ion 
hig-h in t h e  Pyrenees Mountains of Spain 

DERRINGERS! 

mey'm al! In swd d t m &  4, -1,. -blue mbh -me d.Rel. 
" e ' t  & lie* 10 i-illk ,our upfiemi (49.91 

Till* h the ."IhÃˆni, Itntfl td .*id*. 
"e,u"' rm s1s.w In h m  ,I.% el,,". ,Id b, mum 

A l l  Great Western Fron t ie r  Sixshooter* are 
uncondi t ional ly guaranteed f o r  1 year against  
defects i n  workmarishio and material. 

HY HUNTER'S FRONTIER 
SIXSHOOTER CAT. #4 

condition. ... 138.50 

W E B L E Y , i i i i t t a r y  
Revolv~r. ,455 Cal.. the 
f m s  British Service revolver. 

b i ~  Webley w i t h  t h e  f?-Inch barrel .  The  
la-st ,455  cal iber ~ u n  ever used IÃˆ B r i t i s h  tiers ,,,,, in,,, 
m e  forces ............... .S17.S0 rx'w colt tr- 

IheSe lWaUtlful revolvers. Thw am- in like-brand- 
new mndltion. Thia Is the mn preferred by moat 
U.S. police departments .............. .s37.50 

BEEN SPINNING YET? 

PAMCHO VILLA RIFLE. A -1 wnrÃ§rhotuÃ 1 MU mWm block. 
a t i .  one or thtit would look m*t ore, mu- nml*Ã§ 

.,..so 

MODEL 98 
MAUSER ACTION 

Send soc for each action ordered to cover pottam. $1 4.95 
MODEL 95 MAUSER ACTIONS 

This short action 1s used with m a t  succet t  In buikling s p r t i o c  
f les such i s  the ,300 Savage, 7 MM Mauter. 15 R e m i n p n .  
,308 Winchester. ,257 Roberts and a host of other VÃˆrmmt 
ca!ibers. Gel <rowsell a to& stock and a chambered barrel 11 
o r  favwite caliber and yw'm a11 set 
send 50c tor each actron ordered to c o w  witage. $13.95 
S. A W. TYPE SPANISH-breaktop 455 Cal Good 
C O ~ ~ I U O ~  H ~ ~ ~ ' ~ .  shooter you don t see I" . . . . . . .  many cdlections U e  fitole these 19.95 

HOW TO ORDER GUNS 
Ŝ ld m e w  Ã§d. er chxk mad. paymbl. W Hy HÃˆnWr 
I f  yÃ§ want samlhlng c n l  C.O.0. send a &Ã‘Ã el 
1/3. EASY PAYMENT PLAN: Selett Ih. tyx 4 nun 
merchandlto of your ~hoicÃ led- and pay ff it In fill 
I t e r i  Just rnd 10% of total mic. OH anv Â¥urcha Â¥n . . 
w will immedlotely Â¥pe an account in yur n-. At 
long at one yeor to pay end no carrying chaq i .  Y w  
may pay 01 much as or m i  litti. at you with -h -h. 
WhÃ§ your (xcount I t  paid in full w will tt-n Ã‘IM 

>PLEASE ENCLOSE WITH G U N  ORDERS - 
1 hereby state tha t  I a m  a citizen of the  United States a n d  tha t  I have  never been  convicted i n  a n y  court 

of t h e  United States, the several states, territories, possessions or t h e  District o f  Columbia o f  a crime of 
violence, nor a m  I a t  present under indictment or a fugitive from justice. 

X Y  HUNTER 
3029 West Burbank B o u ! e v a r d  Burbank 53D, CaKfornia 

H Y  HUNTER'S BRASS BOUND 

IRON CLAD GUARANTEE 

I f  you don't l ike it re tu rn  it within 30 d a y  of 
the  date you receive it and the store w l l l  refund 

your money pronto. 



SPARE Send for my unusual collection of 
patterns. Useful for carving, check- 
ering or stippling gun stocks, pistol 

TIME grips, etc. Hundreds of animals, 
birds, decorative designs, initials. 
Plus transfer carbon. Only $2.00 

HOBBY 
postpaid, check or cash. 
C. H. KLEIN, Jr., P.O. Box 2591, 
Roselawn, Cincinnati 37, Ohio. 

High Power 

BINOCULARS 
30 DAY FREE TRIAL 

Fsnest P,e<\5,0" op<, 
Mom" Back Guarantee 

. %mxfau -pasadenas Calif. 1 

WINCHESTER'S LEVER LIGHTNING 
(Continued from page 25) 

from stock. There was a consequent change This same day we timed the gun for 
in group size, the last group fired exceeding "rapid fire." At the "Go!" I pumped five 
five inches for five shots, vertically, and shots from "lever open" to the last shot 
about four inches on the horizontal. fired, in six seconds. With more practice, 

Next day I went out determined to do 
some fine adjusting of the fore end screw 
and see what happened. On this day my 
partner, Herb Erfurth, did the shooting. 
All shots were fired from sandbag-bench 
rest. In the best five shot group three shots 
made a group 1-11/16" by W. The two 
other shots opened these up to 2-13/16" 
high by 1-11/16" wide. Severe trigger creep 
was felt on two shots. 

NOW!= = - L O A D  A N Y  TUBULAR 
. 2 2  R IFLE  I N  S E C O N D S  

W I T H  THE 
D A V I S  CARTRIDGE D I S P E N S E R  

No more fum- 
bling for shells. 
In cold weather, 
load gun with 
gloves on. 
Simple to use. 
No instructions 
needed, pictures 
show how. 
SATISFACTION Set ?f 5 lord- $6.00 GUARANTEED ers ln eennlne 

leather case 

Loaders made of rust-proof aluminum tubes for 
lightweight and  years of service . . . each tube  holds 
10 long rifle cartridges or 12 longs o r  15 shorts. 

Shipped Postage Paid - No C.O.D.'s 
set0f510aders $5.00 D A V I S  D I S P E N S E R  C O .  in weatherproof 
plasti-calf case 3915 Riverside Dr. Chino, California 

1 PECARI BERLIN Vari-Powered Scopes 1 

T w o  new great  scopes t o  give the  American 
shooters t he  finest i n  German  optics a n d  workman- 

- 

Other Pecar Scopes 
2% x 64 ..... 52.00 
4 x 81 ..... 58.00 

receiver assemblies, screwed onto a Mann 
barrel in a machine rest. should keen the 

ship. 
T h e  only  van-powered scopes i n  which i t  is possi- 
b le  fo r  t h e  shooter t o  have the  correct size reticle 
fo r  t he  power desired. 
Nils 0. Hul tgren ,  Los Angeles, custom stockmaker: 
" T h e  Pecar is a fine scope, m y  customers a r e  real  
g u n  nu t s  a n d  i n  m y  sample scopes I have a Pecar 
Scope. T h e i r  choice is usually t he  Pecar." 

PecarIBerlin binoculars will soon be ready for delivery. 
Ask your dealer to show you the Pecar Scope. Free Literature. 

C h a r 1 e S W . L e v e 1 1 Sumter, south Carolina 

Pecar Vari-Powered 
Scopes 

3x to 7x. . . 95.00 
4x to lox.. .100.00 

a shot a second could easily be fired, giving 
a "cyclic rate" of fire of between 50 and 60 
shots a minute. 

The design of the lever which allows you 
to keep your finger on the trigger was 
strange as it is entirely different from the 
familiar lever movement. I t  is perhaps the 
difference between the old hand shift and 
a new Hydramatic drive. 

The three front bolt lugs support the 
cartridge solidly. One of the Model 88 

shots as close as the ability of the ammuni- 
tion to group. The gun is inherently a bolt 
action gun, fast with the lever, and poten- 
tially accurate. The ~ract ica l  accuracy is 
good-yet i t  is not especially better than any 
other hunting rifle, including lever action 
rifles of earlier manufacture. The reason 
for this is the take-down design. 

The stock fore end screw holds the Model 
88 action and barrel into the stock. This ties 
into a tapered block which dovetails into the 
underside of the barrel. There is no con- 
ventional recoil lug on the receiver. The 
barrel screws into a forged, machined re- 
ceiver. At the rear end of the receiver, i t  
is bored with a true cylinder dimension, in 
line with the bolt cover or housing. Fastened 
into the stock, is a solid "standing breech." 

The Model 88 has a ring-like turning ex- 
tending about 1/32" from the solid breech, 
which fits inside of the rear end of the 
receiver. This solid stock block receives 
the blow of the rearward-moving bolt when 
the lever is operated. Through the lever 
arm, around the center of the fore end 
stock screw, a torque occurs. This tips the 
receiver up a few thousandths of an inch at 
the rear end, and changes the stress rela- 
tionships between fore arm and barrel at  the 
stock screw. By grasping hold of the scope 
tube, and pulling slightly, this movement 
was very perceptible. The more times the 
barrel and action is removed from the stock, 
causing wear on these non-hardened sur- 
faces, and the longer the rifle is shot with 
full-load ammunition, the more wear will 
occur at  this point and the looser it will get. 

This looseness will never progress much 
beyond a "wiggle," but it will affect accuracy 
and the grouping ability of an otherwise 
fine rifle. The correction of this design is 
simple. The action must be made tight at the 
rear in the stock, just like a bolt-type ac- 
tion, to achieve reliable bolt-action accuracy. 
A home gunsmith could easily cut a flat on 
the rear radius, and fit a steel block screwed 
to both receiver and stock block at  once. 
This would make takedown difficult, but the 
purpose of a "one screw" takedown seems 
obscure to me. 

The gun is not a "takedown model!' If 
Winchester changes the "takedown" to a 
non-takedown variety, with a solid receiver 
tang screwing securely to the stock, the 
accuracy should increase. If not, they still 
have a rifle to be proud of-a damn fine 
lever gun built on modern principles of 
strength, smoothness, and safety. @ 



THE SAD TRUTH ABOUT THE 9 MM. LOAD 
(Continued from page 13) 

the depth of the punched-out depression and 
based on numerous trials came up with a 
good, solid rating figure. Firing was at the 
customary 15 feet. Order of merit reads 
thusly: 

1. 357 Magnum 
2. 30 Mauser 
3. 45 ACP 
4. 38 Super Colt 
5. 38 Special 
6. 9 mm Luger 

Finding a supply of cement building blocks 
nea: my shooting grounds, I next tried these. 
I found on weighing a half-dozen of these 

unimpressive in tin can testing." 
I very carefully filled a long series of 

paper sacks of peck size with 10 weighed 
~ o u n d s  of sand. These sacks I hung by the 
twisted end of the bag so that pressure in 
each was more or less equal. I then fired at 
each from a distance of 15 feet. The test 
actually was a great deal like the firing done 
on the gallon tins of water. The back side of 
the sack was the point where I expected to 
gather more data. The final analysis of this 
firing showed: 

357 Magnum. Completely destroyed back 
side of sack. Imoressive! 

mm, but less than 357 or 45 ACP. 
9 mm. Small damage to sack. Unim- 

pressive. 
30 Mauser. Damage much like 38 Super 

and 9 mm. 
38 Special. Did not penetrate sack of 

sand. Subsequent trials sometimes produced 
penetration, other times did not. Erratic. 

My firing was concluded. Based on a 
very simple evaluation system, 1 totaled up 
the firsts, seconds, thirds won by each gun 
during the testing and learned, not at all to 
my surprise, that the 357 Magnum was a 
hands-down first placer. It had a score of 
12. The 45 ACP was in second money with 
a total of 20; the 38 Super was every bit as 
good as the 45 insofar as cold figures go, 

targets that the average weight was 36 
pounds for the webbed block, 16"x8%"~8%". 
Tests produced this data in order of rating: 

38 Super Colt. Clean penetration from 
end to end of block. Better than either the 
357 or 45 ACP! 

357 Magnum. Penetration. Considerable 
flaking off inside webbing. Not as spectacular 
or marked as 38 Super. 

45 ACP. Did not completely penetrate 
the length of block but flaked off inside 
webbing very strongly. 

38 Special. No penetration to length of 
block but flaked off inside webbing. 

9 mm Luger. Did not penetrate entire 
length of block. Little flaking within web- 
bing. Unimpressive. 

30 Mauser. No penetration. Poorest show- 
ing of all weapons. 

I strapped four blocks of paraffin together, 
each chunk with a weight of half-pound, 
giving me a target which weighed two 
pounds, and presenting a mark which had 
great depth but little forward surface. Order 
of merit on these tests were: 

1. 45 ACP. 
2. 357 
3. 38 Super 
4. 38 Spl 
5. 9 mm 
6. 30 Mauser 

Eager to evolve some kind of a test which 
would give me an understanding of the dis- 
ruptive effect of the various bullets, and get 
away from solely studying penetration, I 
gathered up a hundred empty paint cans, 
square in contour, and with tightly fitting 
caps. These cans I filled with water. 

The 357 Magnum won this round by a 
head-and-shoulders margin! The 158 grain 
bullet, whipping along at 1450 feet per sec- 
ond, simply compressed that water and when 
oressures rose so high the flimsy seams 
would not hold anymore, the can burst like 
a stick of dynamite was tucked inside. It 
was spectacular, believe me! Despite the fact 
that all the manufacturers have drawn the 
teeth of the good old 357 Maggie, reducing 
velocities from the 1525-1600 feet seconds 
we enjoyed before World War 11, the Doug 
Wesson dream child has still got a lot of 
oomph. 

Second money was claimed by the 45 
ACP. The big gun, according to my notes, 
was only shaded by the 357. Every seam 
was opened and the can was a mis-shapen 
hunk of tin. Very impressive! Third place 
went to the 38 Special; fourth to the 38 
Super; fifth showing was claimed by the 30 
Mauser. And this is what I had to say 
about the 9 mmÃ‘C'Side of can distorted, 
no seams opened. Very ordinary. Highly 

45 ACP.  rea at damage to sack, very with another score of 20. The 38 special 
slightly less than 357. Impressive. was much poorer with 35. The 9 mm and the 

38 Super Colt. Penetrated sand, tore out 30 Mauser each wound up in a tie for hind 
back of sack. Slightly more damage than 9 teat with 38 point each. @ 

"I now have my first shipment of American Lugers out back, 
ready to ship. This powerful shooting gun has been in the works for 
almost 10 years. It is perfect and is better than anything you have 
ever seen! Listen to this. It is a beautiful reproduction of the old 
German Luger (which I always thought should be remanufactured) in  
looks weight point and its genuine dark gun blue European style. 
Its trigger puil is crisp and sharp. The first true-powderless repeater 
ever known or made in the history of ballistics. You can take this 
gun out and shoot varmints and any  small game! (Don't shoot bear 
with any handgun unless you're wearing roller skates.) I took three 
shots to get a jack out on the desert with this gun and I'm not brag- 
ging on my shooting about that. But wi th  any  other powderless gun, 
besides the American Luger you take just one shot and then you 
fish around through your small change for  the next round. 

'This gun uses (all) standard CO; cartridges (both sizes) with an 
entirely new principle. The tremendous metered charge of liquid gas 
goes straight f rom the cylinder to the actual firing chamber. There 
is no storage chamber i n  the middle to dissipate that f u l l  power. 
When YOU shoot the American Luger you'll see what I mean. The 
cylinder toes i n  the butt where the Luter c l i ~  normally toes. 
  he charge is uniform you can shoot a perfect group with thisgun. 
When the last fu l l  charge is fired the residue drains off automatic- 
ally. You get between 20 and 30 'full power charges or about three 
9-shot magazine loads from one cylinder No coin or screwdriver is 
needed to load the gas chamber. 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER 
"On this introductory offer I will include a free American Luger 

extra-high power cylinder and 200 rounds of ammunition. You can 
buy more ammunition from me at $1 Der 200 rounds Postpaid or you . . 
can get it at any sporting goods store." 

HOW TO O R D E R :  Send check cash or money order for $29.95. 
Shipped express collect. For c.'o.D. enclose $10.00 deposit.Dealers 
inquire. Calif. resid. add 4% state tax. 

HY HUNTER 
"In the San Fernando Valley" 

3029 W. Burbank Blvd., Burbank 52D, Calif. 

HY HUNTER'S 

First Time Offered! 

No permit or license required 

W HIGH VELOCITY 
-SHOT REPEATER 

FIRES STANDARD 

MORE EXCLUSIVE FEATURES 
Positive safety Serial numbers 

Molded stag grips Rear sight 
adjustable for elevation and windage 

F u l l  7" precision lands and 
grooves-machined rifling No 
exterior seals, no butt gaskets Fu l l  
8" sight radius Weight: 38 oz. 

Perfect Luger balance i n  center 
of hand 

FULL GUARANTEE 
Every American Luger has a guaran- 
tee against defects in workmanship 
and materials. Hy Hunter's regular 
15-day guarantee also applied: "If 
you don't like it after you've tried it 
send it back and the store wi l l  
refund all y o u r  money pronto." 

EASY PAYMENT PLAN 
Send $5.00 i n  today and I w i l l  
reserve one of these beautiful guns 
i n  your name. Send the balance any- 
time within one year (no  interest 
charged) and I will pick a good one 
out for you and see to it that you 
get it pronto. 
2 0  000 GUNS T O  B E  S O L O  the 
world's greatest collection, allmust 
go. Remingtons, Winchesters, Sharps 
Derringers, Colts, antique and used 
modern. Send for m y  B I G  PHOTO 
CATALOG with prices and photo- 
graphs of thousands. $2.00 POST- 
PAID. I am also now selling brand 
new Great Western Frontier Six- 
shooters. Send for Hy Hunter's big 
New Frontier Sixshooter Catalog #4, 
50c postpaid. 



CUSTER'S LAST MAN elbows. "Rotten or not, it's my foot. It's 

fContin.ued from page 37) my life." The thin man nodded agreement. 
"All right, it's your foot. I don't give a damn 

too weak to reply, rode nearer and then turned back to Finkel. "I kin close this hole if you or die? cried  ill, shaking young 
blacking out fell entirely from his horse. in his side," he grunted, "but I can't do Finkeys shoulder, â€˜<b 1 going to have 

He awoke inside the hut. The man who nothin' with the foot but cut it off." Bill your rotten carcass stinkin, up this place;$ 
had been splitting wood now offered him a rose, picked up his axe, and began sharpen- He lunged across to the fire, and returned 
bowl of broth. A thin, hawk-faced man lay ing it. The methodical strokes of the stone with h e  kettle ~h b o y ,  h i n  body stiffened 
on a bed of boughs and blankets across the brought Finkel alert. under the blanket, his foot exposed, black 
room. Obviously the boss, the thin man or- "No," he screamed, struggling to rise from and swollen. For a long moment he looked 
dered the other to tend to Finkel's wounds. his pallet on the dirt floor. "No! No! By into Bill$s heavy, expressionless face. ~i~ 
The woodchopper put down the bowl. "This God, if I'm going to die, I'll do it with every- fists clenched the blanket, his jaws tightened. 
ain't no hospital fer troopers. I got my hands thing I've got." Then he jerked and screamed in pain, as 
full takin' care o' you." The thin man's voice "Do you want to die, soldier?" the thin Bill tilted h e  k e t t m l t e n  p i t c  i n e  
was low and flat. "This is my hut, Bill. I man queried, his voice cutting through downward on his foot. 
give the orders here and anywhere else as Finkel's ravings. "That foot's rotten. It's 1 ,he days (hat followed, ~ i ~ k ~ l  was 
long as I'm alive." got to come off. Better a life with no leg aware of someone tending his 

The two men stared into each other's faces. than no life at all." wounds. He caught fragments of talk be- 
Then Bill's gaze faltered, and shrugging, he The young trooper raised himself on his tween the two mn, when they thought him - 

NOW AVAILABLE- Extra Small 
hf Gauge Barrels to Fit the 

BROWNING SUPERPOSED! 
/ ;  
i /  
I ,  12 Gauge 
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5 4 

0410Gauge ^S. 
1 i Barrels 

1 A 

i 
i 

/ ,' 20 Gauge 
1 

; i 28 Gauge 
OVER and UNDER 

BROWNING SUPERPOSED 

I I and MATCHED BARRELS 

See your favorite dealer or write today for FREE 
catalog and prices. . . 

SIMMONS GUN SPECIALTIES 
504 East 18th Street Dept. D-15 Kansas City .6, Missouri 

Complete Set-Browning Superposed 12 gauge and 20,28,410 gauge barrels. 
Perfectly matched and balanced set same drop and all equipped with SIMMONS 
DELUXE VENTILATED RIB. Single trigger altered to operate without recoil. 

OVER and UNDER 12, 20, 28, and 4 1 0  GAUGE BARRELS 
CAN BE ORDERED SEPARATELY! 

You can add anyone of these barrels to your BROWNING SUPERPOSED or buy 
the complete set. 

20, 28 and 410 gauge barrels are available i n  26 inch or 28 inch lengths. 
28 inch barrels available with choke desired. 
26 inch barrels available with skeet choke only. 
12 gauge barrels are available in 30 inch, 28 inch and 26 inch lengths. 
30 inch barrels available with choke desired. 
28 inch and 26 inch barrels available with skeet choke only. 

E n r y  karril is perfectly matched and balanced and all an equipped with the SIMMONS DELUXE VENTILATED RIB. 

asleep-talk about wagon trains, guns for 
Indians, ammunition. Sun was blazing 
through the doorway of the hut one morning 
when Finkel awoke, to find the pain in his 
foot almost gone. Wonderingly he wiggled 
the toes, moved the foot on his ankle, then 
grinned weakly. Across the room Bill had 
just stood up, by the sick man's bunk. He 
pulled the blanket over the thin, still face 
and turned to Finkel. "I'll be digging a 
grave," he said. "You can leave at any time. 
Horse is outside." 

Finkel asked to help: "Guess I wouldn't 
be alive if it wasn't for you and him." 

"That ain't nothin' to me," Bill snapped, 
"I did it on his orders. He thought he owed 
you troopers something after . . ." His voice 
trailed to a whisper. Than he cried "Get 
outa here. I don't need no help." 

"Let me do it for him, then," Finkel 
pleaded. "After all, I owe him for my life." 
Bill grinned, evilly. "There's some that owes 
him for their deaths, too," he said, looking 
at the dead man. "All right, shovel's out- 
side." 

Behind the hut the trooper leaned on his 
shovel by the new mound of earth, panting 
from exertion. "Who was he, Bill?" Finkel 
asked, "Seems like we ought to put a marker 
over him." 

Bill threw down his shovel and with 
clenched fists stepped over to the boy. "We 
don't have no names around here. If you 
don't git, there's going to be another grave 
alongside this." His fist lashed out, catching 
Finkel off guard, knocking him to the ground. 
"Fort Benton's that way," Bill said, and 
turned to the hut. 

Early frost was coloring the landscape to 
gold when Finkel, gaunt and weak after long 
days and nights of travelling, living off small 
game, rode into the bustling trader's town 
at the bend of the Missouri in northern 
Montana. He encountered a soldier on Front 
Street, who took him to the commanding 
officer. With an attempt at military brisk- 
ness, he saluted: "Sergeant Frank August 
Finkel reporting, sir, from General Custer's 
7th Cavalry, Company C." 

"What was that?" the officer snapped, his 
eyes narrowing intently. Finkel repeated his 
identification. "You're either lying or you're 
a deserter from before the fight. Custer's 
men were killed with him. No one escaped." 

Patiently Finkel told his story, of long 
months of illness, of riding across trackless 
wastes, most at night, to avoid, capture, of one 
man travelling the hundreds of unknown 
miles between the Little Big Horn and Fort 
Benton . . . many months had passed since 



the wires flashed the message of Custer's 
defeat. Greater disbelief spread over the 
officer's face. 

"You will remain here until witnesses can 
be found to vouch for this. Orderly, take 
this man to the barracks." 

While Finkel wondered where he would 
he able to find two witnesses who knew him 
as a sergeant in the 7th Cavalry, the orderly 
leading him along the street talked, about the 
beauties of the dusty, crowded boom town. 
But Finkel, seemingly drugged with fatigue, 
managed to soak up one important piece of 
information from the stifling dust their hoots 
kicked up. Captain Tim Burleigh of the 
river steamer Carroll told the orderly that 
his ship was loading to go downstream in 
the morning. As the orderly put Finkel into 
a small wareroom which served as "guard- 
house," Finkel's plan to escape was already 
forming. 

Finkel realized that his story would not be 
believed without witnesses. There was no 
reason then for him to continue to press his 
argument that he was really in the Cavalry; 
the sooner be left Fort Benton, the less 
chance he had to be declared a deserter and 
put into a military prison for a few years. 
And quite obviously Fort Benton's com- 
mander didn't like his looks. 

No one paid any attention to Finkel as 
he lifted himself to the ledge of the store- 
house window. He sat there for a time, 
apparently in idle curiosity . . . but when the 
orderly came in the morning with some 
breakfast, Finkel had gone. 

At sunrise the Carroll eased into midstream 
and nosed downriver toward St. Louis. Piled 
high on her decks were hides and bundles 
of furs. Heavy canvas sacks, lined against 
cabin walls, contained a part of the tons of 
high grade Montana gold ore, sent downriver 
to the smelters. Provided with hardtack 
which he had taken from the barracks store- 
house, Finkel hid in relative comfort in a 
hollow space between two bales of hides on 
deck, and managed to steal drinks of water 
from the riverboat's water barrel at dark. 

One morning he was awakened in his 
cramped space by the grinding lurch of the 
Carroll as the flat-keeled ship drove onto a 
sandbar which the treacherous river had 
built up in the channel. The grounded Car- 
roll was equipped with long spars on each 
side, "grasshoppering bars," which could be 
used to lever the boat over shallows. As the 
deck hands strained at  the ropes and the 
donkey engine chugged, working the grass- 
hopper bars, Finkel watched attentively from 
his hideaway. 

Suddenly, from the deck, he spied a line 
of horsemen on the crest of the bluffs over- 
looking the Carroll. "Indians," he shouted, 
forgetting his own unexplained presence. 
Captain Burleigh stood near, directing the 
grasshopper gang. He whirled, startled, to 
face Finkel. A glance of recognition flashed 
over his face as he gave the orders: 

"Get to the Texas deck," Burleigh bel- 
lowed at the passengers who were beginning 
to fire at the Indians. "Hold those varmints 
back from the bluff till we get her off this 
bar." Finkel ran with the others to the upper 
deck. Long into the sultry afternoon the 
passengers exchanged shot for shot with the 
Indians on the bluff. 

one end of the grasshopper bars. The paddle 
wheel churned sandy water, and the boat 
inched forward until at last she lurched over 
the bar and into deeper water. A yell went 
up from the Texas deck and the Indians, 
seeing the craft was free, gave up the fight. 

"Bring that stowaway down here," the 
Captain called, "and open up a keg. Tim 
Burleigh's buyin' the drinks all around." 
The puffing, red-faced captain looked Finkel 
up and down. "If them Indians had attacked 
earlier, you might have been a hero sooner. 
As is, I'll sign you on for the rest of the 
trip, no questions asked. Just do your work." 

Finkel stared. Then he did a strange 
thing, something he hadn't done in months. 
He smiled. 

Many years passed since Sergeant Finkel, 
technically a deserter from the U.S. Cavalry, 
rejoined civilization and an ordinary way of 
life. He eventually became a wheat rancher, 
and when talk veered round to the Custer 
fight, Frank Finkel learned to be silent. He 
had narrowly escaped, jail once, and now 
scoffers would point to the official records, 
the Reno Court of Inquiry, and other sources 

the 1890's it was stationed at Fort Sheridan, 
Illinois, thirty miles north of Chicago. The 
unit was doomed, however, by gasoline. In 
1940, while our troops were on maneuvers 
with pick-up trucks painted "TANK" and 
broomsticks for BAR'S, the 7th became the 
Seventh Mechanized Cavalry Brigade. In 
1942 the Cavalry was discontinued, and per- 
sonnel of the historic fighting troops were 
reassigned to other organizations. Not the 
Sioux nor the Cheyenne, but the gasoline- 
powered wheels of progress, finally completed 
the massacre of Custer's 7th Cavalry. @ 

which made Finkel's protestations cease. 
Then in 1921 under the urging of his wife, 

The O r i g i n a l  
Finkel told his story before a skeptical audi- I I All FREELAND A n g l e  Tr iood 

ence of the ~ i w a n i s  Club of ~ a y t o n ,  Wash- 
ington. The settled west was full of profes- 
sional "westerners" for years after the last 
Injun was driven onto the reservation, and 
Finkel's story kicked up dust on both sides 
of the trail. 

While Custer and the men who died with 
him became legends, the 7th Cavalry con- 
tinued. Even more persistent than the be- 
lief that Custer's command was wiped out 
is the notion that the 7th Cavalry was en- 
tirely massacred. As recently as April 19, 
1955, flowing-bearded 91-year-old Ed Ryan 
appeared in Chicago for a visit and identified 
himself as a member of the 7th Cavalry. His 
Army name of George Ryan is listed on the 
battleground monument. His story is that 
Custer told him to remain behind to care for 
a sick friend. Ryan's answer nowad,ays, when 
asked why he didn't rejoin his command, is: 
"Gen. Custer's last orders to me were to 
rejoin the regiment. That would be pretty 
hard, considering it was wiped out by the 
Sioux." 

For a regiment supposedly wiped out, the 
7th Cavalry was pretty active. In 1867 it 
was stationed at .Fort Riley, Kansas, the 
main Cavalry post and remount station. In 

1 ment ion scope 
$14.25 

R e d d l n m  S c a l e  
-------. $14.00 
1 9  s c o r i n g  
gauge _..$2.00 
M P I R E  I N D I -  
CATORS $1.75 
L I N G  T E N -  
S I O N  COMBI-  
N A T I O N  $7.50 
Em. 760A Rifles 
- -  $104.40 

A L L  G U N S  & 
CCESSORIES-  & - -  

F r e e l a n d  B e n c h  Rest 
Stand .Ã‘...--. $20.00 

Freeland Olympic Bipod 
........ $15.75 

Freeland Arm Cuff with 
Q. D. Hook ...... $4.00 

F r e e l a n d  A l u m .  Butt 
p l a t e  w l r u b b e r  pad 
. .  $12.50 

Freeland Free Rifle hook 
for above ....... $6.00 

W e a v e r  TOD or  S i d e  
Mount ---- Ã‘ ---- $9.75 

Weaver K2.5 $37.50 B4 
- - - -  $9.75 

Stith 6 X  d o u b l e s c o ~ e  
- -  - - -  $100.00 

Unertl Hawk Scone $52.00 
B & L  Balscope Sr. Spot- 

ting Scope ...-. $95.00 
u s h n e l l  S p a c e m a s t e r  

Scone ~ .________S75.00 
 reela and Carwindow SUP- 
port .----------- $7.50 

Unertl Vulture Scope 8 X  or IOX -.--...------ $80.00 
Inertia Bullet Puller ~,.-...Ã‘..._.-Ã‘.-Ã‘ $ 6.60 
Freeland Shooting Mats ..--...----- $17.50 & $14.50 
Freeland Universal Palm Rest- --------...-. $12.50 
Standard Ruger Pistol -Ã‘Ã‘.-Ã‘--Ã‘.- $37.50 
Ruger Target Pistol- ....-Ã‘Ã‘Ã‘Ã $57.50 
Colt Matchtarget Woodsman ...-----.--_.---- $84.50 
S&W Combat Masterpiece .38 S & W  or 22----$71.00 
S&W ,357 H iway Patrolman -...------------ $85.00 
Pachmayr Pistol Kits 5 Gun RegularÃ‘.---.$33.5 
Redfleld Olympic Receiver Sight $17.50 
Redfleld Olympic Front Sight $ 9.75 

BSA M A R T I N I  .22 Caliber Target Rifle, 
for right hand or left  hand shooter, in 
light weight or heavier weight guns. 
Complete with sights, uncheckertd- .--------- $139.50 
Without sights, uncheckered ---------------. $1 18.00 
Checkered with sights ...-Ã‘Ã‘Ã‘Ã‘ $152.50 
Checkered without iightsÃ‘Ã‘Ã‘ ----- $131.50 

Wholesale to established dealers 

SHOOTERS' SPECIALS! 
Famous Service 

Models 
.38 and .45 caliber Smith fir Wesson, 49 
Colt, Enfield and Webley ~evolvers. 

.303 British Enfield Service Models, Manufactured by 
Remington, Winchester and Eddystone 

Ammunition: 30-06 and 45 ACP. 
At the Lowest Prices ever offered. Shipped Duty Free 

Write: INTERNATIONAL FIREARMS CO. Beneath their covering fire, the crew 
strained and sweated, aiding the powered 101 1 Bleury Street, Montreal, Que. 
capstan which wound the ropes that levered 



WHY GUNS BLOW UP 
(Continued from page 33) 

Any delay such as this in getting the shot 
moving will boost the breech pressure way 
over the safe limits. Most good guns will 
stand this abuse, though will loosen up 
quickly if continued. An old damascus-bar- 
reled gun or one in poor condition will often 
blow up under the strain. 

Sooner or later most every shooter will get 
some kind of an obstruction lodged in the 

barrel of his gun. The usual thing is an 
oversized cleaning patch or a bullet. The 
quickest way to get into trouble is to try to 
shoot it out with a live round. The least that 
can be expected is a bulged barrel where the 
obstruction was jammed. In some cases es- 
pecially with high powered rifles and shot- 
guns, the barrel will completely blow up. 

The proper method is to drive out the 

1 MOST POWERFUL RIFLE THE SUPERBLY ACCURATE 
R. B. MARK I 1 

IN THE WORLD! 

. Completely legal. Plenty of ammunition available. . F i r  a huge .55 caliber belted magnum cartridge, 
capable of driving a 926-grain bullet through 1-inch 
of class A a?mor. ~ - .  . ~ .  . . Made of the finest steels. Probably the strongest bolt 
action ever produced. (A rare and unusual collectorsp G y ~ b u g s !  Read Elmer Keith's report on 
item, suitable either for experimental purposes or hts test of a .50 caliber magnum-on 
for extra long-range sniping). . Page 55 o f  the October RIFLEMAN! 
M I  brake. ~ u i l t - i n  shock absorbing recoil """"7 
mechanism. Extra thick live rubber butt plate. 
Length 63-inches. Weight 3 3  pounds. Special bipod 
adjustable for elevation. 1 COMMAND PERFORMANCE I 

1 You asked for best oualitv caliber 1 
*FOR THE COLLECTOR: We have a few with 
markings indicating "U.S." ownership, which 
differ in the design of muzzle brake, bipod, 
etc. ......................... each $108.50 
A few of the same, apparently new and un- 

AMMUNITION FOR THE ABOVE: 
Ten rounds per box .................... $9.50 

NEW SHIPMENT JUST RECEIVED! 
K I T  OF ACCE'SSORIES FOR THIS RIFLE: Containing 
the original issue breech cover, cleaning rod, dis- 
mounting tool, magazine carrying 
cas-nd 7 extra 5-shot magazines. 
per kit complete. --..------.------------- $9.50 
CONDITION: All guns at least "very good'' outside 
with "excellent" bores. Each â‚¬3 packed I n  a finely 
made container. 
TERMS O F  SALE: A check or money order for the full  
amount must accompany a l l  orders for ammunition. 
C.O.D. orders for the R. B. Mark 1 Rifles wil l  be 
accepted i f  accompanied by a ,13 1 / 3 %  deposit. Un- 

~ ~ ~ ~ z % ~ $ e ~ % ? ~ n  %%y c ~ ~ ~ ! t i o ~ ~ ~ ? ~ ~ d . i f ( d ~ ~ a ~ ~  
i t  please add 2% State Sales Tax to re- 
mittance). 

.30 M2 and 8 M M  ~ a k t = r  ammo at. 
prices you can afford. SSS now offers 
it to  you at world's lowest prices. 
CALIBER .30 M 2  BALL: Packed 
in 20-round commercial type boxes, 
taken from sealed U. S. Govt. ship- 
ping cases. Finest quality-and a t  a 
new record low price-only 86.00 per 
100 rounds. 
CALIBER 8mm MAUSER: Packed 
in original German 15-round cartons 
and made in  Germany's finest fac- 
tories-some bear labels such as RWS 
& DWM. . . .  Boat tail bullets, true 
.323 diameter. Components alone 
worth twice our special price-only 
~ m m o  .sold only in  100-round units. $6.00 
All prices FOB College Park, Md. per 100. 

SPECIAL NOTE: SSS has just purchased from a leading West Coast arms house, the huge entire 
stock of R.B.MK1 RIFLES & SPECIAL ACCESSORIES many never before offered. Thus. America's 
shooters, experimenters and collectors are assured of an unending "fountainhead of equipment 
and service" for the best gun buy in America-anywhere! 
Send lOc, (unused U. S. postage stamps accepted) and self addressed envelope for complete list. 

SUPER SPECIAL BUY 
SOUTHEASTERN has made a super special buy of 
U. S. M1920 CIRCULAR GUN RACKS from the 
USMC. These racks, which must have cost Uncle Sam 
nearly $100.00 each, are made of steel and bronze for 
lasting durability. Made to hold 20 Carbines but rack 
is adaptable for  all types of long arms.* A Super Special 
Buy-only $1 9.95# fob College Park, Md.-while lim- 
ited supply lasts. 

1 *Dimensions: Height 36" base diameter 27". Shipping wt. about 100 lbs. 

obstruction with a flat ended steel rod that 
will just fit into the bore. The closer to bore 
size the rod is, the better. A brass or alu- 
minum rod, especially if of a too small 
diameter, will twist and spring when driven 
in the barrel and usually is more trouble to 
remove after jamming in place than the 
original obstruction. 

A good soaking with penetrating oil will 
often help loosen obstructions so they will be 
easier to remove. In the field where a proper 
rod is not available, it is sometimes possible 
to clear out a sinele obstruction such as a - 
bullet or cleaning patch by using a cartridge 
with the bullet removed and half the po'vder 
poured out. This is definitely not recom- 
mended when there are pieces of twigs or 
wire and such in the bore from previous 
attempts to remove the obstruction. 

A shell is not always correct for the gun 
if it will go into the chamber without forc- 
ing. The only true multi-caliber shell was 
cooked up by Hollywood propmen. I t  is a 
blank called the "5 in 1" designed to shoot 
in 3s-40, 44-40, 45 Colt pistols and 38-40, 
44-40 rifles used so often in "horse operas". 

Substitution of incorrect shells in guns is 
a sure way to end up in trouble. 

In one fine Weatherhy magnum, firing a 
30-06 shell split the case and almost com- 
pletely blew off its head. The gas released 
by the unsupported, case blew off the extrac- 
tor and magazine floor plate, and split the 
stock up the forend and along the maga- 
zine walls. The modern F. N. Mauser action 
was not damaged to any great extent. 

In most instances, this shell would not 
have fired in this gun, but this time the rim 
of the shell happened to catch under the 
extractor and was held back against the 
bolt face so that the firing pin could reach 
the primer. 

Other common cartrid,ges can be fired in 
the "wrong" chamber or caliber gun, creat- 
ing anything from a mild whiff of gas out 
the back to an actual bursting of the gun, 
with hot smoke flashing everywhere and 
wood splinters in the shooter's arm-if in- 
deed the bolt doesn't go back through his 
face or kill him. The rimmed .32-40 can be 
fired in the .30/40 Krag. The long tapered 
.32-40 case will split and release gas into 
the action, unpleasant if nothing more. 

I have removed a jammed .33 WCF shell 
from a Marlin 38-56 chamber, which was 
wedged in so tightly that a section of the 
rim was torn off trying to pry it out. It 
was eventually punched out from the muzzle 
with a rod. Fortunately, the bolt could not 
be closed on it, or there would have been 
a real mess. 

A few years ago perhaps the most common 
offender was the 8mm Mauser round fired 
in the .30-06 chamber. The two cartridges 
look very much alike, and it is difficult to 
say, without direct comparison or measuring, 
whether "this one is the 30-06 or the 8mm." 
The 8mm case is a little shorter than the 
.30-06, so it will sometimes chamber in .30 
caliber guns. But the 8mm bullet is about 
.015" larger than the .30, which runs pres- 
sures up too high if accidentally fired in the 
smaller bore. 

While only four Springfields, listed in 
blown-up gun reports between 1917 and 1929, 
could be directly attributed to the firing of 
the 8mm Mauser instead of the .30-06, Win- 
chester experienced more than enough trou- 



bles with this caliber confusion. One of 
the reasons for the discontinuance of the 
popular Model 1895 lever rifle in .30-06 cali- 
ber was the hazard of blow-ups using 8mm 
ammunition. Some modern rifles will take 
one or two 8mm bullets in their .30-06 bores, 
but pressures developed are well up around 
100,000 pounds per square inch.. .double 
the maximum normal preswres for the 
strongest rifles. In this same category is 
the trick of chewing out the chamber of a 
worn 30-30 to take the .32 special round, 
so as to "improve accuracy." The .32 special 
bullet is also about .015" bigger than the - - 
bore-a real tight squeeze! 

War souvenir guns are a constant threat. 
These guns should all be carefully checked 
before use by a competent gunsmith, not 
by the ex-GI who lives down the Mock. The 
average Mauser rifle picked up  from piles 
i f  captured weapons had the bolt stripped 
out to de-activate it. With bolts in one pile 
and rifles in another, it was a very rare 
instance when the proper parts were re- 
united. Juggled bolts have always been a 
source of danger clue to headspace problems 
which will result in stretched cases and 
blown primers. 

Most guns made late in the war should be 
suspected anyway. In the last couple of 
years of the war in Europe, the German high 
command issued orders that  roof testing 
of small arms was to he stopped. The reason: 
too many new guns were blowing up. Guns 
made in 1942 and earlier were as a rule of 
good quality though. 

The Germans and Japanese w e r e  not 
above a bit of sabotage anyway if they 
thought they could, dispose of a few GIs or 
if they thought they were soon to he cap- 
tured. P-38 pistols have been brought back 
minus their locking blocks. Such a pistol 
looks and handles normally till fired, then 
things start coming apart. The locking block 
is attached to the underside of the barrel, 
but is readily removed. I t  is easily identified 
by the plain caseharden finish. 

While headspace problems in rifles usually 
lead to dangerous flashback, and also to 
probable blowing up of the gun, one type 
of action turned out b y  Remington a num- 
ber of years hack seems to have an unusual 
strength record.. Of course, this is nut to 
claim that these Ren~ingtons, the "rolling 
hlock" model, cannot be blown up, but they 
are very strong. 

One of the Mexican or South American 
surplus rifles sold by a West Coast dealer a 

1 POINTER STOCKS 1 
The  o r i g i n a l  
t h u m b  r e s t  
s t o c k s  $6.50 
and $7.00 pair. 

POINTER PUPS 
stag. no thumb rest 

or left $9.00. 
CLEAR SIGHT LENS CAPS for all 
scopes. $2.95 pr. 
GREAT WESTERN Single Action Guns-most 
cal. in stock. 
Send for FREE CATALOG. Address Box 
360-G. 

S O U T H W E S T  C U T L E R Y  & MFG. CO. 
Montebello. California 

ation rifle and 
spotting scope. Sights are rigidly 
constructed to withstand severest 
recoil without changing adjustment. 
Lenses and moving parts are sealed 
in making Fecker scopes dust and 
moisture proof. 

1 Complete with mounts, bases. . $98.50 
Recoil Spring $3.00 Extra 

J. W. FECKER, INC. 
2016 Perrysville Avenue, Pittsburgh 14, Pa. 

THE NEW WEATHERBY 
IMPERIAL SCOPE 
I N  A BUEHLER 

'nest and largest rifles 
as standard equipment. 



REDFIELD & BUEHLER 
SCOPE MOUNT OWNERS 

PAT. NO. 2.622.329 

Now has for you, this exclusive, auxiliary peep 
sight, to complete your finest of sight combinations. 

AT YOUR DEALER'S-$4.75 
Mfrs. of the World's Finest Checkering Tools 

read ORDNANCE 

America's 
Armament Magazine 

- 
Learn about the latest weapons - 

from handguns to guided missiles - 
in ORDNANCE magazine and other 
American Ordnance Association publi- 
cations. ORDNANCE, published for 
A.O.A. members, reports on the work 
of industry and our Armed Forces in 
developing new armament and building 
national preparedness. 

WHAT YOU G E T  AS A MEMBER: 

Â ORDNANCE magazine (bimonthly). 
Â THE COMMON DEFENSE - monthly 

armament newsletter. 
Â INDUSTRIAL PREPAREDNESSÃ‘ bi- 

monthly report on the activities of 
A.O.A. Technical Committees and 
Divisions (available on request). 

Â Membership In a local A.O.A. Post - where you learn directly from 
military and industrial leaders the 
latest ordnance progress. 

Â Privilege of wearing A.O.A. insignia. 
Â Other benefits - attendance at na- 

tional meetings, embossed member- 
ship card. Ordnance Book Service, 
and plant visits. 

Â Members have the added satiifac- 
tion of actively supporting a mart 
vital phase of our national security - scientific and industrial prepared- 
ness. - 

rnerican Ordnance Association 
704 Mills Building. Washington 6 ,  D. C. 

I a ply for membership in the Association and 
enclose annual dues ($4 for 1-year, or $10 for 
3-years) which entitle me to all publications 
and membership privileges. I certify t h a t  I a m  
a cit izen of the  Uni ted States of America. 

Name.  - - -. ---- .- -. -- -- -- -- -- --- -- ------- ----- 

City, Zone, State ..-------------------------- 

,hart while ago came to my attention. It had 
lassed through several dealers' hands with- 
)ut a shot being fired. Then it was bought 
iy an old timer who had a fondness for the 
Temington action design. He sawed off the 
iarrel, sporterized the stock, and did a home 
lob of "rebuilding." Then, he tried to fire 
t with Mexican 'mm ammo. The gun stuck 
ight and refnied to open. 

He sent it to Remington. They removed 
he fired case, and apologized for not being 
ihle to do anything for him, as they had 
iiscontinued that model (the 1902 ) years 
igo and had no parts. 

Examination of the chamber of the gun 
,bowed that it was enlarged to the degree 
hat the 7mm shell could be inserted a quar- 
er of an inch, base first, with a ring bulge 
which could be seen just inside the chamber 
when the block wai open. When this gun 
was fired with the Mexican 1938 ammo, 
smoke poured out from the forearm like a 
smouldering bonfire. The excess length of 
he chamber, and the brittle old brass, had 
;ombined to produce a case head separa- 
'ion. Gas leaked around the barrel from 
the extractor cut, and evacuated between 
barrel and forearm. 

But no damage was done at all. The 
breech opened a little stiffly, but it was 
initially stiff, anyway. About twenty subse- 
quent shots, all Mexican 1938 7mm stuff, 
were fired with no trouble. Five out of ten 
cases showed a crack or partial case head 
separation, while all casex showed severe 
itretch marks near the bases. All shots were 
fired holding the cut-down rifle at arms 
length like a longstock pistol. Surprisingly, 
fair accuracy at 50 yards was obtained, sev- 
eral aimed shots striking a 1' square board 
half way down the 100-yard rifle range. But 
nothing would have persuaded me to put 
that Remington to my shoulder with my 
eyes in line with all that backflash. 

Pressures in revolvers or pistols are usu- 
ally much lower than those in rifles. Car- 
tridges used are frequently weak, perhaps 
damaged by excess oil or moisture, and 
sometimes may not have force enough to 
drive the bullet out of the barrel. And 
other than because of defective ammunition, 
revolvers often have a bullet lodge in the 
barrel due to rough or leaded bore and an 
oversize gap between the cylinder and barrel. 
Any of these causes combined with a weak 
load can result in the bullet not leaving the 
muzzle. If a second shot is fired with the 
first bullet in the bore, a bulged barrel 
results. Smith & Wesson's shooting chart 
shows a barrel bulged but completely full of 
bullets, one 5ehind the other. Sometimes 
shooters have been known to load the cylin- 
der again, and only then discover "some- 
thing wrong." 

A good policy for any shooter is to check 
the bore of his gun if the shot cannot be 
called on the target. This can save the 
ruining of a barrel or gun and possible in- 
jury to himself or bystanders. 

In the last few years there has developed 
what is known as the "Single Action Colt 
craze." These guns were obsolete for years, 
hut people are willing to pay prices for them 
that would make Colonel Colt turn over in 
his grave. In their prime, these guns were 
as necessary as a horse to ranchers in the 
West but on the average received consider- 
ably less care. Consequently most of the 

unaltered single-actions floating around are 
far from being in top condition. And yet 
today handloaders happily load these old 
veterans designed in the '70s with hot 357's 
and 44 Specials that are considered border- 
line in modem revolvers. 

Things to check are the trigger, hammer 
notches, locking bolt, recoil plate and cylin- 
der gap. The sear end of the trigger is a 
very thin unsupported section that wears 
easily and often breaks off if some "drug 
store cowboy" trys his hand at fanning the 
hammer. If the sear is worn or broken, it 
allows the firing pin to rest on the primer of 
a shell even in the safety notch. It takes 
a surprisingly light blow to fire the gun in a 
case like this. 

A worn bolt in conjunction with an over- 
size cylinder gap can shave off considerable 
lead from the bullet and throw it off to one 
side endangering the eyes of anyone near. 

The papers every day carry notices headed 
"Boy, 7, shoots playmate, 8" and the story 
talks about the shooting "accident." Many 
of these cases are no more accidental than 
leaving a shell in the chamber and pointing 
it at someone as the trigger is pulled. Com- 
mon .22 autoloading rifles are chronic of- 
fenders in these cases. Even operating the 
mechanism to eject the loaded cartridges 
from the magazine will not always empty 
the gnn safely. Dirt and grease under the 
extractor may hold it so that the last 
round is not popped out of the gun. Then, 
a supposedly "unloaded" gun if handled by 
the kids may lead to an accident. Regu- 
lar automatic pistols also may have a live 
cartridge left in the chamber after the clip 
is removed. The only sure way to unload 
a gun is to look into the chamber and see 
whether it is clear, not just rely on the 
extracting mechanism to do the job. 

The great American pastime of adjusting 
trigger pulls is a fine way to get into trouble. 
A pull can be smoothed up or lightened but 
should be done by someone who knows what 
he is doing-not by every jackleg who offers 
to do the job. It is an exacting proposition 
for a good gunsmith to do correctly even 
with the best equipment. I recently saw an 
engraved trap grade M12 Winchester that 
had its trigger "adjusted." Saw what was 
left of it anyway. The trigger mechanism 
had been worked over but the guy who had 
accomplished this masterpiece didn't know 
when to stop. When the owner tried it, the 
hammer dropped before the breech block 
was securely locked. The breech block was 
blown halfway out of the bottom of the re- 
ceiver. Everything else in the receiver was 
messed up. The barrel was about the only 
thing still nseable. The owner insisted on 
having it repaired and paid a whopping 
$108.30 bill. All becauwse of an adjustment 
on the trigger. 

This story could go on and on; it is as 
varied as the hundreds of gun accidents 
which happen every month. Each one might 
seem to have a different cause for it, but 
there is really only one basic cause-the 
shooter. Nobody says that you have to file 
on the trigger to ease it up, or forget and 
drop a 12 on top of a 20. All it takes is a 
little thought, and a little time to keep your 
guns in safe condition. So "12" and "20" 
add up to a lot more than "32"-but is it 
asking too much to add in that, a little com- 
mon sense? @ 



WOMEN SHOOTERS 
(Continued from page 18) 

husband Frank's fingers at 30 paces. "I've 
spent one-third of my lifetime pulling the 
trigger on two million rifle and shotgun 
cartridges," Annie once told friends. She 
went around the world to prove a woman 
could be a "lady" as well as a champ with 
guns. "You are a very, very clever young 
lady," sighed Queen Victoria, while the 
Prince of Wales and Princess Alexandria 
looked on. 

She shot with Duke Michael of Russia, 
knocked ashes off of Kaiser Wilhelm 11's 
cigaret. 

At 60, in "retirement," Annie easily broke 
100 clay targets in succession while instruct- 
ing at Pinehurst, N. C. When she died on 
November 3, 1926 (and Frank 20 days later), 
she had shown the world the fun and com- 
panionship that awaited a man and wife who 
shared their guns together. 

To husbands who would teach wives, Annie 
left this advice: a light 20-bore gun . . . 
light load until recoil is mastered . . . watch 
against womanly tendency to snuggle stock 
and cause overshooting, and against feminine 
tendency to "procrastinate" in triggering. 

Annie Oakley's firearms in the early days 
were a Stevens single shot .22 rifle, and 
Winchester Models 73 and 92, .32 and .44 
bore. Most of her shooting was with a shot- 
gun-especially a couple of Parker 16-gauge, 
double-barrels. However, in later years, to- 
wards the end of her career, she used, a 12- 
gauge Remington and some 2 2  Remington 
rifles. For trap ammunition, Annie recom- 
mended 20-gauge, with 2% drams of powder, 
and % ounce of shot. 

Another husband-and-wife team was the 
late Mrs. Adolph "Plinky" Topperwein and 
her husband of San Antonio. Like Annie 
Oakley, Elizabeth Servaty was a teenager 
when she met her man. Young Winchester 
exhibition shooter Adolph Topperwein first 
saw her assembling .22 cartridges at the 
New Haven plant. After their marriage, Ad 
in typical husband-fashion decided to test a 
woman's ability to handle guns. He was 
amazed, for within a few weeks his wife was 
popping chalk from between his fingers with 
a 22. "Throw up another target and I'll 
plink it," she'd tease, so "Plinky" it became. 
For more than 40 years in a thousand Amer- 
ican towns, Winchester featured Ad and 
Plinky Topperwein as the "World's Greatest 
Shooting Team.'" 

"We were the first exhibition shooters 
employed by manufacturers to show the 
American public the kind of shooting that 
could be done with modern guns and ammu- 
nition," Ad, Topperwein told me recently. 
"In doing this, Mrs. Topperwein shot against 
the best professional and amateur talent the 
country produced. She made many ground 
records, and won many tournaments. She 
could do more with guns than any woman, 
past or present." 

Mrs. Topperwein was the first woman to 
break 100 or better straight over the trap; 
she did this 192 times. She was the first 
woman to qualify as a National Marksman 
with a military rifle at  200,300 and 500 yards. 
For this, President Theodore Roosevelt sent 
her a congratulatory telegram. Another 
world record-still standing-for either man 
or woman was made in 1914 at Montgomery, 
Ala.: 1952 out of 2000 clay pigeons, in con- 
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tinuous shooting; time: five"hours, 20 min- 
utes. Her record at aerial targets with a rifle 
was 1995 out of a possible 2000. The previ- 
ous rifle record was 944 out of 1000 by Annie 
Oakley. 

Plinky was also skilled with the revolver. 
"She scored 100 out of 100 at 25 yards many 
times," he adds. Her timed fired record with 
the .38 was 497 x 500 possible points, at 25 
yards. 

According to Winchester, the guns Mrs. 
Topperwein used in all of her shooting were 
Winchester models of different calibers. Her 
pistols were both Colt's and S&W's, .38 
caliber. In her record-making score on 2000 
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targets, she used a Model 97 shotgun-the 
kind she used in earlier trap shooting. Later 
trap records were made with a Model 12, 
pumpgun. In her exhibition shotgun work, 
she used a couple of Model 12's, 20-gauges. 

In making records with the r i f l ewhen  
she broke 1995 out of 2000 wooden blocks- 
she used a Model 63 Automatic. These rec- 
ords are still the greatest made by a woman. 

The Topperwein story adds proof of what 
can happen when a husband shares his en- 
thusiasm and knowledge of guns with  hi^ 
wife. 

The real pioneers in gun-handling-by- 
women undoubtedly were the tough gals on 
the frontier-not the wives of professional 
exhibition-shots. But here the historical 
archives often make it hard to separate 
legend from fact. 

Was famed "Calamity Jane" (Martha 
Canary Burke, 1850-1903), who always posed 
with a gun, a pioneer sharpshooter? A 
Black Hills historian quotes an old cowhand: 
"I once saw 'Calamity Jane' give the finest 
demonstration in the use of firearms I have 
ever witnessed." A venerable Deadwood, So. 
Dak., muleskinner is quoted: "I saw Jane 
win $50 by hitting, with a pistol, a spot in 
the top of a hat hanging on the far rear-end 
of a saloon." A researcher writes: "She could 
out shoot the average 10 men of her era." 
Perhaps. . . .  

Historians agree "Calamity," disguised as 
a man, actually joined General George 
Crook's 1875 Rose Bud campaign against the 
Sioux, as a meat-hunter and guard. The 
General fired her when he "discovered" her 
swimming nude in a river. An old photo 
shows her with an old Springfield single shot, 
while others show her with a 73 Winchester, 
and Frontier Colt and Webley revolvers. 

In the frontier 70's, Calamity was "the one 
woman who could consistently live off the 
country with a gun by killing enough game 
to keep alive," according to one report.. 
However, other reports say she lived off 
frontier males rather than wild game. 

In America, women shooters can be traced 
back only a relatively few years, but in 
Europe, women have been very much inter- 
ested in the shooting sport, since its very 

. . .  beginning some of them in an entirely 
different way than currently. 

During the 16th century, at the dawn of 
the age of firearms, great shooting festivals 
were held in middle Germany. From hun- 
dreds of miles around shooters came to com- 
pete in the matches on ranges up to 600 yards. 
Prizes were high: honors and purses of gold 
valuable enough to buy an apprentice's free- 
dom or set a young man up as a merchant. 
And then there was sometimes a special first 
prize . . .  invariably a beautiful virgin who 
was usually the favorite daughter of the 
leading burgher of the town. She was given 
in marriage to the winner of the match-an 
honorable wedding with dancing and feasting 
which lasted long into the night when the 
shooting was over. 

Some might think this was a high price 
to pay for attracting a convention to the 
town, but actually it was as moral as any 
"arranged" marriage. At, least the girl knew 
that her future husband would be among 
the best shooters, with a sure path to dis- 
tinction and wealth . . .  an ideal husband, 
in fact. Yes, women have had an active 
interest in the shooting game from the very 
beginning. 0 



CITY OF GUNMAKERS master% or at  least in other m v i n c e s  in 
~ - --. 

(Continued from page 42) the Empire. As token of his qualifications, 
he had to present to the Genossenshaft a 

reduced after the defeat of Bonaparte. The guns and obtain orders for them, hut it, "masterpiece," a rifle or shotgun made en- 
Ferlach industrial capacity was over-ex- too, failed in 1875. tirely by him. from raw wood and metal. 
panded and because of n d u c e d  prices for Arms imported from the more progress;ve AS a master, the gunmaker ususlly chose 
their guns, the town of Ferlach went into a German factories offered strong internal a specialized field. Some were barrel smiths, 
decline. The seeming death blow came competition. Hungar;Ã tariffs skilled a t  the delicate brazing, straighten- 
when the Imperial Austrian Arsenal was and Tnrkey  once a principal c,lstomer for !"& and regulating the double and triple- 
opened in Vienna in 1842. By 1860, Army Ferlach g Ã £ n  prohibited arms imporis en. barrel guns. Others were stockers or action 
orders ceased. The Imperial Navy placed tirely. makers. The cooperative was an essential 
a few small orders, but not enough to keep By 1875, only 12 masters remained in to FerIach living, unifying the work of 
the community active. Ferlach. The rest had obtained jobs these many masters into one finished gun. 

Established when bows and lances were as foremen and ~ u p e r v i s o r ~  in the great arm All work was done at home, in rooms some. 
replaced by firearms as war weapons, the factories of Vienna Prague: i.-nge, ~ f ~ d ~ -  times doing double duty as bedrooms, or 
ferlach industry seemed doomed to ex- pest, and the shops in their rival province, parlors, in addition to serving as the Meis- 
tinction as hand-made weapons were in German Suhl. ter's workshop. Metalwork was by file and 
turn supplanted by machine-made factory Probably the only time in history that a hand drill, and all finished work was chan- 
guns. Three hnndred years after Emperor hank considered the gun business a "kani,- neled through the Genossenshaft to the 
Ferdinand I had settled the low-land gun- iw risk" was when the banks and the gov- customer. 
smiths in Carinthia, their community was ernment of the Duchy of Carinthia in 1887 In  1887, some changes were made in the 
dying. reorganized the Genossenshaft on a new system. Working independently of the co- 

The modern group of 23 Meisterbuchsen- basis. I t  is under this last establishment operative, a few licensed Buc1lsenmacher 
machers of Ferlach are a diminutive rem- that today's cooperative is working. received gun parts either in the rough state 
ran t  of the more than 300 gunmakers who The Genossenshaft of 1887 made from the Genossenshaft warehouse or from 
once flourished there. After the Army be- changes in Ferlach tradition. TO work as other makers who specialized. These parts 
t a n  buying from the Vienna Arsenal, an a gunmaker in Austria, the master had to were struck UP and finished by the inde- 
attempt was made to reorganize the F'er- be Iicensed by the government-a nriu,'7egi- pendent makers, and delivered, on their own 
lachers on a mass-production hasis. A coin- erten. Even before being allowed to accounts to customers. Today an independ- 
ne1 was sent out from Vienna to set up a for a license, the gunmaker had to have a ent maker can offer a complete gun, even 



SIMS "SPORTSMAN" FOLDING CAMPSTOVE 
"Proved in the 

Big Game Country" 
WOODBURNING, it pro- 
vides heat for comfort anc 
ample space fo r  cooking 
Compact, l i g h t ,  s t u r d y  
Clean & convenient t o  car r l  

Reflector Oven $9 plus pos- 
tage  Wt. S# 

SIMS S T O V E S  
Montana & 8th  Lovell, Wyomin; 
(Clip this ad to your order and get a $2 spark arreste 

for FREE!) 

GUN CABINETS PLANS KITS 
I T ' S  NEW! E X C L U S I V E !  

BUILD I T  YOURSELF! 

NEW "Hanflbook" included FREE W i t h  
plans i f  you order now! 

SEND FOR YOUR PLANS TODAY! 

COLADONATO BROS. 

DON'T G E T  LOST! - - 
SE MAP AND COMPASS CORRECTLY.. . 
ost fmuplete uocket-size hook ever written 
n niaDs and compasses. 144 pages of Dracti- 
cal  map a n d  compass methods used by for- 

esters. smoke-chasers. Iiunters. fishermen. 
Easy-to-understand. F u l l y  illustrated. 
Tells how to: Orient a map. P lot  a 
course to camp. Locate your position 
i n  the field. Order today! M a i l  only. 

rters Manual Company, $150 
P. 0. Box 186, Eitacada, Oregon D e p t .  G Ppd. 

BENCH REST 
V A R M I N T  RIFLES 

Douglas barrels, F N  actions, scopes, mounts, loading 
tools. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Write for F R E E  Brochure. 

BRAGG GUN SHOP Ã£ SSn2-i. c. 

1 CLADALOY BULLET CO. 1 
Maniifarturers of the popular new machine cast 
copper clad alloy bullets which can be driven a t  
highest velocities. Available for hand guns and 
rifles. A t  your "ealer or order direct. Wr i te  for 
free list and folder. Immediate delivery. 

B O X  643 N O R T H  H O L L Y W O O D ,  CALIF .  

-BE A GUNSMITH 
Good gunsmiths are i n  great demand. You can have 
your own business as a gunsmith, or work as a gun- 
smith in other shops. Graduates located in 48 
states and three foreign countries. Veterans & non- 
veteran-Veterans Administration approved for P. L. 
16. ,346. 550. & 894. 

For Free l i te ra ture  w r i t e !  
COLORADO SCHOOL of TRADES INC. 

8797 W. Colfax Ave. R. Denver 15. Colorado 

RUGER SLIDE LOCK 
FITS A L L  M O D E L S Ã ‘ N  T O O L S  N E E D E D . .  t 2 . C  
R A Y  C O U T U ,  1535 W e s t  M a i n .  Wi l l imant ic .  Con1 

HUNTERS, 
HAND- 
LOADERS 

TOUGH, PLIABLE 
PLASTIC 

CARTRIDGE BOXES 

W i l l  not wear out. S T O P !  I - rattling, dirty and 1 damp cartridges. Calibers 2 2 2  Reminoton thru 
.300 Magnum. Holds 20 cartridges, only $1.00 
each Postpaid. ENCLOSE R E M I T T A N C E .  N O  

I c.o.'D.'s. m -~ 

1 Dealers' and Jobbers* inquiries invited. 

1 BRAD'S GUN SHOP 
1 204 C A L A D I U M  ST., L A K E  JACKSON, T E X A S  

DON'T ANNEAL THAT 
HARD RECEIVER! 

Carbide Pilot Drills . . . . . . .$2.25 each 
Special Taps . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 each 
Special Drills . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 each 

Stocked in W40 and $6148, Others 
to order. 

COLOR CASE HARDENING- 
48-hour service! 

ALAMO HEAT TREATING GO. 
P.O. Box 7 0 8 1  

HOUSTON 8, TEXAS 

lachinery ready for individual hand finish- 
ig. Although machines are gradually be- 
ig used to do the heavy work, they are ac- 
ually freeing the workmen from menial 
asks and giving them more scope for crea- 
ive, artistic, quality work. The school aids 
a teaching the young. 

Ferlach's gunsmith school, founded in 
878, combines old world tradition with a 
regressive training program. The students, 
nder the instruction of school director 
riktor Landed, learn gunmaking from the 
water table" up. This term applies to the 
oining of the barrel bottoms with the top 
f the solid breech. It derives from the 
rchitectural expression which refers to the 
oining of the top of the foundation to the 
lottom of the brickwork, or wall super- 
tructure. An apt simile for the water table 

the foundation surface of the gun. 
The school, a large stone building with 

oom for 60 or 70 students, begins the four- 
ear course of the young apprentice with 
tudies of mathematics and ballistics. It is 
iretty heavy stuff for thirteen-year-"Ids, 
)ut they get started young and really like 
t. About one in five students makes the 
;rade. The school standards are high. 

Engraving on Ferlach guns is a joy to be- 
lold. Young specializing engravers receive 
~ritical instruction. Bad work is thrown 
put. While there are always a number of 
roung gunsmiths, including about 10 per 
Â¥en each year who are girls, that want to 
lo engraving, not many become masters. 
Physical strength is not the drawback: 
.harp graving tools can push through soft 
inuealed steel without too much force 
leeded. But the exacting skill of the en- 
yaver, which demands that the right cut 
be made, and the right one only, requires a 
high degree of nervous control and concen- 
tration. 

Most Americans who want fine engraving 
are turning to European workmen to have 
their fine guns decorated. Hence the pop- 
ularity of Ferlach guns, where the tradition 
of quality is combined with relatively low 
price. A .30-06 double represents about 130 
hours of engraving work. The breech ac- 
tion may be completely covered with fine 
engraving. On the bottom of a typical gun 
is a stag's head, while the lockplates sport 
a boar family on one side and a moose fam- 
ily on the other. I took a borrowed Ferlach 
gun to the range the other day. Made by 
Josef Winkler, the double 0 / U  .30/06 was 
light and handy. Mounted with a Vienna 
Kahles 4X scope, the gun seemed snub- 
nosed, with its sleekly tapered 23'x6" bar- 
rels. Overall, with rubber buttpad, the gun 
measured 50" and tipped the scales at  8% 
pounds, including the one-pound scope. 

Both barrels were apparently rifled the 
same, 4 grooves left and a twist of one turn 
in 10 inches. Unlike the side-by-side double, 
there is no need to rifle the barrels differ- 
ently to counter act recoil. They do have 
to be aligned in manufacture, "ranged," so 
that they will carry to the same point of 
aim at a given distance. Fixing these har- 
rels together is a difficult task, and one of 
the most time-consuming of all operations 
in making a double rifle. The barrels first 
have to be fitted to the breech, yet be loose 
at the muzzle. A spacer, eventually silver 
soldered in place, is fitted by filing to Put 



You GET the varmint  every ! just the right amount of pressure on the - muzzles, something like the muzzle pressure 
time with the new 1 from the stock of a full-stocked match mili- 

KRXJST BIPOD 1 tary rifle. After they are fitted, they are 
brazed, polished and blued, and ready to go. 

Designed for Varmint Hunters ~ The actions are also chopped out mostly 
Provides the steady support needed for the 
long shots. Pays for itself with more hits! 

by hand. Supposedly, ERP machinery in- 
F e w  misses! Fits all rifles. Cannot mar. 
Adjustable for  height. Non-slip rubber tips. 
N o 1  Black wrinkle finish. Has hook 
for y i g  on belt. Made of aluminum, 
weighs only 6 oz. Sent postpaid 01 a 
money bzck guarantee. 

O N L Y  

$3.98 
with Beaver. 

tail Cradle 

$4.75 
SEE THE KRUST BIPOD AT YOUR DEALER 

OR W R I T E  DIRECT 
W. KRUST 81 CO. RD. 1, BOX G237, OSSINING, N. Y. 
- - - -  

FOR POLICE, GUARDS, WATCHMEN 
New! Sensational 

upside do,,,,, rrHANDI-HOLSTERrr 
for 2" barrel ieny-th revolvers. dive.-. In:lilnins-fast 
draw T o  r a t  Icatlmr. .Mu4 110 born, and used! 
Shmilder stvlf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .510.00 

I Bell style .". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 8.50 
Solder-Belt  combin;ition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.50 

Write for F R F E  Brochure 
S A N  FRANCISCO G U N  EXCHANGE 1 1 91 Fourth Street San Francisco 3 1 

A M M U N I T I O N :  
Lookl Here is the real McCoy1 SPECIAL 0 

rd-to-get ammunition l 
0 

R E M I N G T O N  $ 3 5 0 ~ e r  Box (50 RdiJ : 
RIMFIRE SHORTS 

l 
l Rifle Slings, Web.  New 1 !/4 inch, 
* Gov. Surplus 3 for $1.50. 

{ R E C O I L  B O O T S =  
* f o r  shotgun $ 
:or rifle 3 DOZEN ' ^^ 

Â 

0 Â ' R E M I N G T O N  PUMP A C  Â 
~ I F L E - I ~  Shot R e o e  Â 

Cal 44-40Ã‘Unusua opportunity to  . getthis rifle at a low price. Limited 
uantity Used-good condition. : 4?$40 CAL. CARTRIDGES, 100-$9 

N E W  PATENT PENDING 1- 
I 

I 
I M U Z Z L E  1 
I 
I 

BRAKE 

Tiny, but POTENT! Custom-fitted to look like, 
and actually be, part of your rifle barrel. Write 1 
for literature. I 

tailed in Franz Sodia's works and in  the 
.hops of the Genossenshaft would make 
greater ~roduct ion  of basic components 
sossible. To an extent machines have re- 
placed hand work-yet I saw a gunmaker 
-earning the hole for the barrel hinge or 
oivot. He fixed a t w i ~ t  drill in the head- 
,tack of an engine lathe, and then brought 
he rough action and barrel up to the ream- 
*r, holding it in his hands and pushing it 
into the reamer as it cut! 

This particular gnnmaker, whose hands 
were so steady that he did not need tools to 
?old the work. was making a double "blitz 
action" like the one I had to shoot. 

My ''blit7" top lever double. with the two 
Kersten locking bolt's securing the barrel 
extensions solidly to the breech, should have 
been a close shooting gun. The bottom bolts 
which slide across big lugs on the barrel 
assembly, together with the Kersten bolts, 
make barrel and breech virtually one solid 
block. But on the range, it wasn't up to 
match accuracy. 

At 100 yards, from a lest and sighting 
with the scope. the bottom set trigger barrel 
-.hot approximately 4" to the right with 150 
grain Ball M2 ammo. I tested the bottom 
barrel particularly, because it is ordinarily 
fired first, and has the easy trigger: then 
the top barrel fires. The top harrel grouped 
pretty regularly about 1" to the left and 6 
to 7 inches high, both myself and a friend 
doing the shooting. On the diagonal this 
would give a minimum spread of about 8" 
which is a pretty big 100-yard group in any 
country, scope or not. 

The scope was the source of some trouble. 
I got cut by it until I realized that it was 
set back much farther than I ordinarily 
would have a scope placed on a big rifle. 
The other shooter, a tall, lanky fellow with 
a long neck and the stock crawling habit, 
also tried it offhand. After he shot, he 
turned to me and with a trickle of blood 
down the side of his nose remarked: "I 
don't know as I like them telescopic sights." 

This is all wrong, I thought; here I've got 
a thousand dollar piece of machinery and I 
can't hit the broadside of a barn. Why? 

Next I tried three shots from each barrel, 
quickly. Using the set trigger and simulat- 
ing "hunting" shooting from the rest, I got 
a 1%'' group with the bottom barrel. The 
top barrel, fired by an ordinary trigger, 
grouped a little wider, but under 3". Partly 
this was my fault: the pull was long and 
rather heavy, and I had a tendency to flinch 
something horrible. But it could shoot sat- 
isfactorily, and still it was a lemon? And 
then it dawned on  me . . . 

In Ferlach they hand-make guns . . 
made to order in every sense. A Ferlach 
gun should be specially built and take ad 
vantage of all the tailoring to the individual 
which the Ferlach masters can do. There 
was nothing wrong with the gun I tried: 
when I tested it on both barrels, each barrel 
would make good groups for a hunting gun 
But to take a Ferlach gun from the rark 01 

STORAGE BAG 
STOPS GUN RUST! 

SAFE! SURE! FAST! 
Stop diddling with grease and goo! 
Get the fastest, easiest, surest 1x0- 
tection from gun rust you've known. 
with VPI Vaporizer Gun Bag. Lin- 
ing coated with famous VPI, used 
hy Armed Forces and leading gun 
nakers. Dry, clear TPI vapors sur- 
round all surfaces of gun and mech- 
anisms, and positively prevent rust. 
'ye bag for seasonal storage, n r  
overnight afield. 

WELL WORTH IT! 
Not a sleazy sack, but sturdy, 
heavy-duty and tailored to rc- 
semble a good-looking case 
worthy of your prized guns. 
Attractive plastic bind. Patches 
o r  inscribing name, address and 
the gun inside. A "must." for 
humid climates, damp storage 
places, club lockers. Lasts a t  
least 4 years (less than a dol- 
lar a year). A real value in 
superior design, sure protection 
and your long-run savings. 
Money-back guarantee. 30-day 
trial. Postpaid. Send check, 
MO., today. Sorry, no stamps, 
COD'S, please. 

LARGE $3 95 DEALERS! 
For rifles, shotguns u p  t o  'OBBERS! 
52".  Tokes l o w - m o u n t  order in tirne 
scopes. 11 for hunting 

season. Send 

HANDGUN $ 2 7 5  1 for ca ta log  
SIZE 

sheet today. 

For handguns with barrels is a 
Up t o  9". tered trade mark 

FREDERICK 6 LAURENCE 
Dept. C, P. 0 .  Box 117, Detroit 31, Michigan 

l/̂ L rifle 4 / 
DO Y O U  NEED? 
d A new varmint gun 
d A new barrel 
d A blueing job 
d A new stock 
d New sights 
4 Other gunsmith Services 

'GUNS AND SERVICES FOR 
THE DISCRIMINATING" 

SEND FOR PRICE LIST A 

Custom Gun Dept. 

JOHNSON AUTOMATICS 
ASSOCIATES 

I N C O R P O R A T E D  

H O P E  VALLEY, RHODE ISLAND, 



to settle for one second hand, is like buying 
somebody else's suit of clothes . . . and the 
gun I borrowed just didn't fit me. So now 
1 have a plan. 

I'm going to get me a set of Ferlach guns 
made to order . . . all on one stock and ac- 
tion. First, the blitz action, every part hand 
finished and perfect. It will have a fair 

drop to the stock. I'll get measured in a 
local gunshop to see just what dimensions I 
need and then I'll send my order in. I want 
three sets of barrels. First will be a set of 
.375 Magnum barrels, for real brush cut- 
ting and slugging it out with a Kodiak. 
And if I have to, I'll shoot some Wisconsin 
deer with it. I'll have a scope mounted on 

I NEW GUNS-SCOPES RELOADING SUPPLIES 

those barrels, probably a 2% X with dural 
tube, for lightness. 

No double rifle will shoot equally well 
with all kinds of ammunition. When I or- 
der, I'll decide on the standard load of bul- 
let and powder that I want the barrels reg- 
ulated for, and if I have to, I'll get the im- 
porter to ship over enough of that ammuni- 
tion for the bar re l  man to use for testing. 

AMERICAN WALNUT RIFLE STOCKS $6.50 Poslpaid, 

BELGIAN BLUE. Unconditionally guaranteed to blue your gun better STOCKS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING FITTINGS ATTACHED OR 
than factory blue. $1.00. Nothing like it. UNATTACHED, SPECIFY AT NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE 

out removing sight ramp. $1.55 each, others ask $3.00. 

HERTER GLASS BEDDING. Unconditionally Guaranteed to bed 
your gun more accurately and quicker. Kit for one or more stocks, 
$2.95 postpaid. Special Gunsmith Herter-Glass Bedding Kit, enough 
for 5 guns - $1 1.00 postpaid. ************** 

- 
Then there will be a second set of barrels. 
With a stock which comes up naturally and 
fast for me, I might as  well use it on a shot- 
gun as on a rifle. With a pair of over/under 
twelves fitted to that breech. and a hand- 
filling beavertail fore end instead of the 
slim hunting one, I'd have a real field gun. 

And last but not least, a third harrel- 
just one-that I could really shoot. I t  
should be in a caliber to fill the hill be- 
tween varminter and deer rifle-maybe a 
250/3000 or one of the "improved" 7mm 
calibers. 

Flaig's, of Millvale, Pa., imports these 
things from the Genossenshaft. Right now 
he has an over under rifle, ejectors, with a 
4x Hensoldt scope. With this gun is an 
extra set of 16 gauge barrels. He's got a 
tag of $1100 on it-about half what a com- 
parable English gun would, cost. Add to 
that about another 20 per cent for a single 
barrel in another caliber, and a scope- 
price still runs less than many fine shot- 
guns, alone. Actually, the price of the 
whole outfit, made in Ferlach and paying 
the freight, importer's profit, and Uncle 
Sam's import duties would be about the 
value of the engraving alone if done in this 
country. 

HATCHER'S 
NOTEBOOK 

by Julian S. Hatcher' 
(Mai. Gen. USA, Rat.) 
A storehouse of practical 
gun-dope, compiled hy 
one of America's best 
known - best liked -- 
authors, and subject-In. 
dexed for handy refer- 
ence. Vramnieri with 
fnctual infornliition to 
answer nearly any (111e-s- 
lion that might be asked 
per la in in^ to fireanns 
and their use. 

Price $5.75 

PRACTICAL DOPE 
O N  THE 11 

by Fred C. Ness 
Here's a round-up of 
gun,-dope on a timely 
sub~ect, always interest- 
ing - the Dopular .22 
cartridgf! Actually, this 
hook is a recap of 
Urogress and use of the 
practical "family of 
caliber .22". including 
WILDCAT 2 2 ' s .  Corn- 
piled by Mr. Dope Itae 
himself-Fred C. Ness- 
formerly "Dope - Bag" 
editor of American Rifle- 
man. Price $4.50 

THE STORY OF 
COLT'S REVOLVER 

by Wm. B. Edwards 
Completely n e w, this 
handsome volume con- 
tains a wealth of in- 
teresting material never 
previously published. A 
factual hiograpliy of 
colorful Colonel Samuel 
Colt. combined with the 
exciting story of the de- 
veloDnient of world-fain- 
oils Colt firearms. Over 
200 striking phototwapht, 

Price SIO.OU 
Limited edition-$25.00 

41 A t  YOUR BOOK STORE OR ORDER DIRECTÃ‘FRE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 



But a thousand dollars is pushing the top 
limit for the finest of Ferlach guns. The 
prices in  Austria are low-and they are still 
comparably low when delivered here. The 
over/under rifle and shotgun combination, 
with top barrel in .22 Hornet, through .222, 
.257, 7mm, .270 to .30-06, with 20, 16, and 
12 gauge shot barrels, fully engraved with 
deluxe checkering, lists at  $330. Mausers, 
which with their machine-made receivers 
take much less hand work, sell for about 
$200 up. Ferlach guns can be bought "ready 
made" to standard dimensions, hut  there's 
no saving in price. With a 400-year heri- 
tage of hand-made, special craftsmanship, 
it's missing a bet to get anything other than 
the right gun, built for you. 

Well, it's a nice idea. Maybe soon I'll get 
them to make up such an outfit. I t  would 
approach the ideal as an all-around outfit, 
something only the "shotgun" actions of 
European rifles would permit, with inter- 
changeable barrels. It would be made to 
order, but I've seen these Austrian gunmak- 
ers at  work, and I know of the quality they 
can turn out, patiently, if they have time 
to work at  their own speed. 

And as for money? I don't have to have 
them engraved like a carved silver goblet 
. . . maybe simple line engraving or  one or 
two animals would he enough . . . depends 
on what I want to spend. But if I want to 
shoot the works, and get an outfit which 
would be the envy of every gunner who saw 
it, because it would be built sensibly and 
to American tastes, I'll put in the order. 

Meanwhile, I'll remember a trip on the 

Orient Express through the high valleys of 
Austria, where the Austrian GI's on holiday 
stand in the vestibule with their red hounds 
and Ferlach "bergstutzen"' mountain rifles 
slung across their shoulders and detrain at 
some little way-station. High above, stretch- 
ing to the cotton clouds, are the sheer peaks 

- -- 

of granite, the lagged escarpment which is 
the foot of the Austrian Alps. Beyond the 
peaks to the south, is a peaceful village of 
Ferlach where for three hundred years men 
were gun makers for the Austrian empire, 
and now ale gunmakers for the world . . . 
the Buchsenmachermeisters of Ferlach. @ 

- -- 

FITZ GRIPS NOW WALNUT OR ROSEWOOD 
WORLD'S MOST FAMOUS 
PISTOL & REVOLVER GRIPS 
"INCREASES SCORES l'ICBXOMEXATA- 
LY-Ask any pistol expert. The Fitz 

tures: middle finger support, rec 

mb-rest-and most inwortant, 
ed hand-heel ridge which pre- 

ight of gun off trigger finger. Try it. 
The Fitz grip prevents fatigue, allows 

much more accurate trigger squeeze We ba 
these facts with an unoualifled moneyba 
guarantee. All grips CHOICE GRAIN IiLAr 

Lefts. Bight hand only. 

MODEL: F u l l  check- AVAILABLE FOR: SAW K, Combat, .M.P Snuare er.ng p lus  a n t i -  Kutt, Mamunl. IIi~tiwa~ Patrol, .44 & .45 Tar- 
eel & Ontdoorsman. Colt O.M. and o . ~ . .  Trooper, FLAME-GRAINED ROSE- 

w h i p t h u m b - r e s t  . 3 5 7 ~ i u n n i m .  WOOD (Not Illus.) Any 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  .45 w i n s  listed here made 

i n  E X T R A * F I N E ,  Auto ,  .38 S u p e r ,  2 2  FITZ STANDARD REVOLVER MODEL: F U ~ I  de- M A G N I F I C E N T L Y  Ace, Commander .  luxe checkering' both sides, plain thumb rest GRAINED GENUINE 
$1 1.95 D D ~ .  (walnut). .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95 ROSEWOOD. choice of 

plain polish or deluxe 
FITZ DELUXE REVOLVER MODEL: Larger checker+ 

deluxe checkering both sides plus anti-whip Allow three 
feature on thumb-rest . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$11.95 weeks. PPD.. $25.00 
BOX 49702, LOS ANGELES 49, CALIFORNIA 

\ .--  ̂ u\ Send today for FREE brochure "How To Select Reloading Eoui~ment." It's nacked with inwortant information every handloader should know. 



Something New - 
lh 

HIDE-AWAY 
HOLSTER 

This is what they see Here's a really 
GOOD new thing 
. . . the HIDE- 
A W A Y  H O L -  
STER, for  law 
officers, gun en- 
t h u s i a s t s  a n d  
e v e r y o n e  w h o  
w a n t s  a r e a l l y  
practical, conven- 
ient HIDE-AWAY 
holster for a per- 
sonal gun. 
Handcrafted to  
specifically fit any 
t y p e  h a n d  g u n  
YOU request. In- 
visible when you 
w a n t  i t  t o  be. 
D o e s n ' t  b u l g e ,  
kick your ribs or 
wear out your leg 

This is what you know . . no more . . . . . . .-- . . . 

greasy shirts or 
r u s t y  g u n s .  
Weighs only 2% 
ounces, has riveted 
n i c k e l  clip for 
long wear. Fits 
i n s i d e  t r o u s e r  
band.  Made o f  
highest quality top 
grade leather. All 
sizes, makes and 
models. Send your 
w e a p o n  make ,  
barrel length and 
caliber with $2.95 
for postage pre- 
paid shipment. On 
COD, y o u  p a y  
postage. Dealer 
inquiries invited. - Dent. H. 

B & 1' Leather 
Goods Co. 
P.O. Box 990 
Brownsville, 

Texas 

SHOOTING IRONS OF SHOOTING ELLIOTTS 
(Continued from page 29) 

would throw composition balls into the air 
and I would shoot them down while pedal- 
ling." 

"Where was your father standing?" I 
asked him, thinking he was on the grand- 
stand stage also. 

"Oh, no, Dad was down on the racetrack 
in his Locomobile steamer. He would drive 
past the grandstand while tossing the black 
composition balls high into the air for me to 
shoot at." 

Captain Elliott learned about shooting at 
first as a sideline. He was a watchmaker by 
trade, but while in Lockport in the 18807s, 
he met Seth Millard, one of the gunsmiths of 
the days of famed gunmakers Billinghurst 
and Brockway. Millard took a liking to the 
young watchmaker, and taught him much 
about gunsmithing which Elliott then pur- 
sued as a hobby. 

Millard made a .35 caliber breech loading 
rifle for Captain Elliott and Doc has this fine 
rifle today, as well as a heavier bench-rest 
slug gun of .48 caliber built for Dr. Orson 
Reasoner of Lockport and now owned by 
Doc Elliott. He pulled the .48 Millard from 
the rack and handed it tn me. 

"That Millard-made aun is a 
said reverently. Millard built guns from .38 
to .50 caliber, but most of them were .40 to 
.45 caliber." He took the heavy octagon- 
barreled rifle from my hands, and pointed 
to the muzzle face which had four small 
holes drilled in it alongside of the bore. 

'In making false muzzles to these guns," 
began Doc, "about two inches of the rifled 
barrel was cut off. Holes had already been 
drilled to fit the pegs into, and the cut was 
made clean across their four holes so the 
pieces would line up later. The cut surfaces 
were polished and pins fitted to the cut-off 
part. The lands and grooves in both muzzle 
and barrel of course lined up, and loading 
the bullet first through the false muzzle 
protected the edges of the barrel rifling from 
damage by the ramrod. This kept them 
accurate." 

He held the rifle so I could look through 
the rear sight. A small peg stuck up from 
the false muzzle and closed the view through 
the front sight. '"The peg was to keep you 
from firing the gun with the muzzle attached, 
for of course that would blow the muzzle 
piece off and lose it or damage the barrel." 

I watched as Doc slipped the bullet 
starter over the false muzzle. The plunger, 
struck smartly with the heel of the hand, 
would push the bullet several inches into the 
barrel making it an easy job for the loading 
rod to shove it all the way down to the 
powder charge. The bullet fired was a long 
"slug" made from lead of two different hard- 
nesses, swedged together in a special die. 

The original owner, Dr. Reasoner, so Cap- 
tain Elliott once wrote, "was never beaten 
in the many matches he attended during 
these years. He won 27 turkeys in one match 
-distance 80 rods and a four inch target. 
He shot the heads off of six turkeys in suc- 
cession at 40 rods (220 yards) in another 
match. Also he killed four turkeys out of 
eight shots at one-half mile, shooting at the 
turkeys on a snowbank." 

Skeptical of these figures as Doc reeled 
them off, I came to understand that the=e 
were not simply the memories of advancing 
years, but information from his many care- 
fully-maintained notebooks. "Seventy five 
grains of FG powder was the proper load," 
Doc stated, "and this muzzle loader could 
keep five shots in 1% inches at 40 rods." 

Doc's other prized Millard rifle is one 
which belonged to his father. An unusual 
hinged frame which tips at the breech for 
loading, it resembles a conventional per- 
cussion lock rifle on first inspection. Actu- 
ally the front of three triggers opens the 
hreech, while the rear two are ordinary 
double set triggers fitted by Captain Elliott 
himself. 

M y  Big New Gun Sto 
Cata log  i s  now Rea 

carving designs. Send lOc for this big new 
gun stock catalog. Order yours today. 

RE1 NHART FAJEN, Box 1 1  50, Warsaw,  Missouri 

for values? 
RIFLE SCABBARD 

cowhide rifle scabbard, complete uith 
,'.traps. Just the thing to ram-  your 

rifle on horseback or in the car. Will 
fit lever, bolt, pump or semi-automatic rifle 

with room for scope. New, cost U. S. Gov- 
eminent $12.00 each. Yours for 

the sensational mica of $5.95 

SPRINGFIELD RIFLE STOCKS 

VOLUME SALES CO. War Assets Div. 
Dept. G ,  3930 Sunset Blvd., Los Angeles 29, Calif. 

R E B A R R E L I N G  
Douglas Ultra-Riled Barrels 

In most standards and wildcats. Three 
week service. Dealers inquiries invited 

Box 255 
BRAGG GUN SHOP ~ t .  ~ragg,  N. C. 



The gun is a cartridge firearm of the 
"Pope" type. The bullet was first seated a 
constant distance from the breech in the 
rifling by a loading plunger. Then the 
cartridge case, primed and loaded, with a 
cardboard or grease wad holding the powder 
in, was placed into the rifle chamber for 
firing. 

This allowed the super-accurate target 
shooter of olden days to use one individual 
"Everlasting" brass shell, and load it each 
time for constant chamber volume. This 
particular rifle, light enough to be an off- 
hand gun, also had a muzzle rest of cast 
iron which could be slipped over the end of 
the barrel and fastened by a set screw. In  
1884 Captain Elliott won 10 turkeys out of 
19 shots offhand at 20 rods. The target was 
a glass ball 2% inches in diameterÃ‘6'brea 
the ball and win a turkey." 

Doc reminisced further over his shooting 
skills of past days. "With this Savage 250- 
3000 Model 40 super sporter and a Savage 
25-20, I exterminated over 1200 woodchucks 
in the ten years between 1930 and 1940. I 
used a Malcolm scope with both 4X and 6X 
objective glass available on both rifles. Also 
used eighteen kinds of hullets and five kinds 
of powder." 

The 250-3000 Savage is a hunting gun, 
rather than a target rifle, but Doc claimed: 
"I have made numerous five-shot groups of 
about 1% inches in diameter from rest at 
90 to 100 yard ranges, and in 1934, using a 
mixture of light loads, I fired 25 shots in 
succession that made a composite group of 
two inches." 

Turning to another rifle, Doc brought it 
from the rack with an air of great pride. At 
first glance it was "just another Stevens 
single shot," but I looked more closely. Doc 
explained that the scope tube which ran 
the entire length of the barrel was really a 
tube sight: "Does look like a miniature Mal- 
colm, at that, but it's my own invention and 
took me more than a year to perfect it when 
I was about 16. I t  gives accuracy next to a 
scope . . . made it from a tubular rib of an 
umbrella and browned it with a combination 
of acids. That piece at one end is cut from 
a pistol barrel and the brass end which 
carries the cross wires was made from a 
cartridge case. The screws and most of the 
parts I turned on father's lathe. Others I 
filed, blued and finished by hand." 

Small wonder that rifle was Doc's favorite. 
He had borrowed it to shoot in a match 
which if he won would gain him the very 
rifle as a prize. "I had to make 47 x 50 on 
this standard target at 75 feet with open 
sights lo do it. 11's a good woodchuck gun 
-the 25-20 is more effective than the regu- 
lar .22 Long Rifle. I used to pot the chucks 
through the head as they would pop up for 
a looksee. Once I can recall getting 11 
chucks through the head out of 13 shots, 
offhand of course, and I'd usually be about 
ten or so rods away." 

Doc had asked me to go chuck hunting 
the following Monday, at his cabin on the 
lake. Mrs. Elliott told me that he had al- 
ready started out hunting, so I followed his 
trail through woods to farming land. It was 
a sunny day: the hay had been cut and any 
chucks out of their holes should be easy to 
5ee Then in a meadow I found one neatly 

I 
w h o  cou ld  'ge? o u t  o f  t he  depths and b e c o m e  SPECIAL NOTICE leaders i n  the i r  profession. It is  so easy t o  m a k e  

To all gunsmiths in Washington,  Oregon, t he  b reak  i n to  t he  Sunshine o f  Success . . . and w e  

Idaho.  Mon tana  a n d  W y o m i n g  . . . y o u  con help. W h y  not decide NOW t o  m a k e  t h e  b reak  I 
I 

can reduce f re ight  rates, g e t  faster de -  that can assure your  customers o f  their money's 
#ve ry ,  by sending you r  orders t o  ou r  w o r t h  in g u n  refinishing . . . the  BLU-BLAK- 
Distr ibutor, the K & L Co., 2770 76th Street, SUPERBA way .  

MERCER ISLAND, WASHINGTON H. TOM COLLORD, Pro*. 
I 

I LYNX-LINE PRODUCTS DIV. 
Box 3985-AR4 Protect ive Coatings, Inc. Det ro i t  27, Michigan 

I 
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NEW Canada Sportsman's Catalogue 
SPORTING GOODS OF QUALITY 

Hunting, fishing, campini1; equipment. Over 160 pp. 
1000's of illustrations. Goods from Canada. ~ng land '  
France, Spain. I taly, Ccrinany. Japan, u . s . A . - ~ ~ &  
WORLD'S BEST now available to you by mail. PRICE 
5.1.00-refunded with first over $10. ELLWOOD EPPS, 
"Sporting Goods of Quality", CLINTON, ONTARIO. 

EXICAN SAFARIS 
Strange,  u n u s u a l  places, 
people, g a m e  f ish. Sot- 
i s f a c t i o n  and r e s u l t s  
g u a r a n t e e d .  Send $1 .OO 

f o r  p o s t a g e  and fully i l l u s t r a t e d  b o o k l e t  wi th 
c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  

TEX PURVIS DE MEXICO, S. A. OUTFITTERS 
Av. Juarez 64-1101-4.E. Mexico I, D. F. 

Authorized & Approved b y  the Fed. Govt. of Mexico 

I HOLLOW GROUND SCREWDRIVERS 1 

For Gunsmiths-To Fit Gun Screws 
A set of 7 Spring Steel Screwdrivers, accurately hol- 
I (or straight) ground, to f i t  sight screws, guard 
screws, floorplate, etc. Hand-forged and guaranteed 
l o t  t o  twist or chip. Wood handles $5.50 Post Paid. 
Special DeLux Set with Pyrolyn Handles and Chrome 
i t  (Presentation Set) $12.50. 

REGULAR SCREWDRIVERS 
9 REGULAR Screwdrivers (NOT HOLLOW GROUND). 
Blades l,a x 2 to 5 /16  x 10". Guaranteed not t o  
twist or chip. 
No. 1.9 Wood Handles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .S 5.50 P.P. 
N o  P.R.9 Pyrolyn unbreakable Handles . .S11.00 P.P. 

1 GUNSMITH PUNCH SET 1 - -  ~ . -  - 
S pin  punches one starter punch and one center 
punch. mounted i n  a hardwood block holder. 7 
Punches with Holder $3.50 Post Paid. 

Send for our Catalog on Gunsmith Hand Tools. 

Grace Metal Products, Elk Rapids, Mich. 

FRENCHWALNUT 
ALSO INLETTED BLANKS 

WARWICK, NEW YORK 

ALASKA BIG GAME 

ALASKA'S WILD LIFE IN  COLOR 

Big game safari of the north i n  your l iv ing room wi th  
2x2 color slides. Listing over 400 slides. Closeups of 
ive game and a l l  Alaska subjects. Special offer-12 

game slides, free catalog, sent airmail, SS.00. NORTM- 
kRN COLOR FILM CO.. Cooper Landing, Alaska. 

FREE CATALOG 

8 CUSTOM MADE 

8 THE BEST 
SINCE 1897 

P. 0 BOX 5247 
EL PASO, TEXAS 

01 



1 P R E M I E R  R E T I C L E S  The Ultimate in 
Perfection 

The greatest improvement ever made in dot-type reticles, and the ultimate in perfection. A perfectly 
round dot reticle on MICRO FILAMENT lines is now available to your specifications. Fully guaranteed 
and backed by 15 years experience with all types of scopes. For photographic proof of perfection, send 
your name and address to: 

1 ROBERT S. THOMAS, 8402 Fenton Street, Silver Spring, Maryland. 1 

. Altered by Forginq, for low 
w o w  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Polished & Jewelled Precision 

FOR YOUR HANDGUNS 
Q BETTER ACCURACY 

MORE KILLING POWER 
N O  BARREL LEADING with 

HARVEY PROT-X-BORE BULIETS 
PROT-X-BORE BULLETS combine a pure 
lead bullet with a zinc base. Lead provides 
greater killing power. The zinc base keeps 
the barrel perfectly clean and prevents rust 
and corrosion. Heavier loads are possible and 
provide longer effective range than gas check 
bullets, with negligible barrel wear. Both 
swaged bullets and bullet casting equipment 
are  available. 

New accurate 106 Gr. .357 H.P. Varmint bul- 
let at  unheard of 1800fs., velocity energy 760 
Ibs. H a n d  Gun  Bul le t  Swag ing  d i e s  f o r  
Pacific, Ideal Ezy-Loader, R.C.B.S and Holly- 
wood tools. For PROT-X-BORE bullets only. 
New Jugular Xpres jacketed .257 and .38 Spe- 
cial Bullet Jackets and lead wire furnished for 
swaging. Slug moulds also available for cast- 
ing swaging cores. 

Write for FREE folder and mice list NOW! 

30-gr. Spitzer 6 R N  OP, 140 gr. Spitzer 6 RN SP 
4 e hundred t a d .  Oiscount to dealers: 
270, .30 6 8mm calibers available. 
Ohio Bullet Co., 1511 Foster PI., Steubenville, Ohio 

I 

Handloaders Attention 
We are currently manufacturing four very fine 

products listed here. 
The Little Dripper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$2.25 
For adding those last few grains to the scale pan. 

. . . . . .  The Mez-U-Rite Powder Measurer .$1.65 
The only low priced powder measurer on the market 
-works too. 
The Multi-Mezur . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$9.95 
For pistol shooters-throws 20 perfect charges at 
once--no chance of double charge. 
Varmint Rest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$3.95 
Made to telescope from light aluminum for either 
prone or sitting shots. Weighs about eight ounces. 
Write for details. Dealers contact your jobbers 
or order direct. 

SHOOTERS ACCESSORY SUPPLY 
Box 205, Dept. N North Bend, Oregon 

The demandfo r  these world famous handmade 
knives has become so great that at present I'm 
several months behind in deliveries. However, I 
refuse to lessen their quality by mass production. 
Your patience will not go unrewarded. 

Send 209 for descriptions, prices and instructive 
manual. 50t for fighting knife booklet. 
W. D. RANDALL, JR., Box 1988-C, ORLANDO, FLA. 

drilled in the chest, and knew that Doc was 
not far away. 

That afternoon he killed eight woodchucks 
in ten shots. One of the missing shots was 
taken at a small rock which seemed to be a 
chuck's head. The rock was hit. The other 
shot dug up the dirt where a trick of light 
and shade gave the appearance of a chuck's 
head, too. "Doc, you still have your shooting 
eye and steady hand," I told him admiringly. 
"You are remarkable." 

Modestly Doc gave the credit to his Sav- 
age 219 Hornet Single Shot . . .  "and of 
course the four power Weaver scope helps. 
Also I experimented until I found my most 
accurate load for this gun-10 to 10% grains 
of #2400 powder in hack of a 45 grain 
bullet." 

Relaxed, Doc and I talked together as we 
strolled across the cut fields to his lakeside 
cottage. He spoke of Captain Elliott. 

"One of Father's most difficult aerial 
feats," Doc remarked, "was hitting balls 2% 
inches in diameter thrown into the air by me 
or Cad Lefever one of his assistants. He 
would hit these balls with lead bullets while 
holding the Colt 2 2  rifle upside down, the 
top of the stock resting on top of his shoul- 
der, the sights underneath where they 
couldn't he seen. 

"Another stunt I remember from when 
I was quite young. Father would have me 
throw candy balls about an inch diameter 
into the air. Using the .22 with lead bullets, 
he once broke 24 of these candy halls in sue- 

Another time, I would hold a bottle 
in my hands with the cork reversed and 
set loosely on top of the neck, with a buck- 

on top of that. In front of the crowd, 
Father would shoot the cork out from under 
the buckshot, and the shot would drop into 
the bottle . . .  he never hit the bottle! 

"That is literally true, too-Father never 
used alcoholic beverages nor tobacco nor 
have I even to this day." 

"Fred," the captain used to say to his son, 
"to be top notch shots you and I must de- 
pend on our superb eyesight which the 
Lord gave us, on our fine, dependable arms 
and ammunition and on our coordination- 
To have this last we've got to leave tobacco 
and alcohol alone." 

The Captain and Fred travelled from their 
home at  Chenango Forks, north of Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., throughout New York state, to 
New York City, Boston, and Philadelphia. 
They were star featured attractions at thea- 
tres, museums and variety houses in dozens 
of cities. 

"But Dad was a family man," Doc said. 
"He loved his home. His jewelry business 
was growing and more and more people were 
buying hand-loaded ammunition from him 
because he was the best shot they knew and 
his ammunition was loaded accurately. Life 
with a travelling show didn't appeal to him 
as the right environment for a family man 
and his wife, nor the place to raise children." 

Maybe show business wasn't the proper 
place to raise children, but on stage and off 
Captain Elliott and his son, Fred, made a 
father-son team to be remembered. Though 
their names haven't come down to us today 
as popular heroes, they have a recognition 
which is very important. They were but two 
of the thousands of people who more and 
more are turning to the use of guns as a 
peaceful sport and an interesting hobby. @I 



C L A S S I F I E D  A D V E R T I S E M E N T S  

ANTIQUE ARMS 
NEW MANNLICHER Schoenauer 6.5 car- 
bines, custom Jaeger mounts installed, both 
$160. Pecar 2 %  x additional $30. Ford's, 
lll8Ãˆ Kelly Street,  S e w  York 39. 

HAVE A large supply of firearms and military 
equipment-Civil War  and WW 1 & 2. Wr i t e  
for  my free list. Will trade, buy o r  sell. 
Write me your wants. The Knotty Pine 
Antique Shop, 110 Central St., So. Easton, 
Mass. 

-- 

W O R K  I NG MINIATURES : Colt Walkers, 
I'atersons, Kentucky Flintlocks, Astons, Item- 
n g t o n s  and miniature powder flasks. Hand- 
made of t he  highest workmanship. Photo Cat- 
alog $1. Fred Thacker, 444 (;. Cortez Dr., El  
I'IKO, Texas. 

FOR SALE 
AMERICAN CIVIL war  book price descrlp- 
t ion stamp. Wal ter  Westberg, Naugatuck, 
Conn. WE HAVE a Iarce s tork  of new and used 

g ~ ~ ~ , r e l ~ & d i r i g  eq;ipment: SGPFS and-mo~GZk 
Everything the  shooter needs a t  one address. LARGE COLLECTION antique firearms and 

edged weapons. Open 7 days weekly. Right 
on Route 1 a t  2 1  York St.. Kennebunk, Maine 2 COLTS 45 CAI.. model 1917 $35.00. 2 colts 

army & navy revolvers 38 special $38.00. 
1 S & W 45 cal. 1917 army good con. $37.00. 
1 S & W combat Magnum excellent $95.00. 
Emel Mika, Friend, Nebraska. 

Custom reloads a t  new low price. Wrlte for 
free Hat. Ozzie's Sport Shop. Mineral. Illinois. 

-Wnllingford Hall 

GUNSMITH HAND Tools, complete line. Hol- 
low Ground Screwdrivers, Punches, etc. Write 
for  our  Catalog. Grace Metal Products. Box 
277, Elk Rapids, Michigan. ARMS & AMMUNITION 

ACTIVE SPORTING Goods Business. located 
a t  the  foot of t h e  Rocky Mountains in Cool 
Colorful Colorado, the  land of fine hunting 
and f ishhe.  Masche. 528 E. 14th  St., Love- 

,218 B E E  H I  Vel H P 750 rounds. New cases OUT-OF-Print Books t h a t  will in teres t  read- 
ers of "Guns". Wan t s  supplied, Lis ts  issued. 
Ray Russell, 527 Harrison, Rochester, Midi. 

- - - . . - - - . 
Cheaper t han  yon can load your own. J. W. 
Thatcher,  855 Agate St., San Dlego 9, Calif. land. Colorado. 

GUNCRANKS S H 0 0 T E R S Collectors 
Sportsmen. Have America's greatest variety 
unusual ha rd  t o  find goods, usefuls a s  well 
a s  rarities fo r  sale o r  trade. Complete List- 
ings $1.00 (refundable). Carl Bogan, Dahl- 
gwn,  Illinois. 

COLLECTORS FIREARMS. Wes White, 
Rontc 2. l?reevillc, S. Y. 

1WRLACH OVER nnder 2 sets of barrels 1 6  
gage and rifle shotgun scope $450.00. Charles 
Dell Jr.. RITI 4. Annapolis. Md. 

PARTRIDGK COLLECTORS : TAat f fL-204 
BIGGEST DISPLAY of modern and  antique 
guns  in  mid-west. Old Colts, Remingtons, Ken- 
tucky's etc. Buy-trade. Front ier  Trading 
Post. 482-Northwest Highway, Des Plaines. 
Ill., Route 14. 

T'SED GL'NS! 19.74 illustrated 32 page cat- 
alog, 2500 Modern & Obsolete Pistols. 
Rifles & Shotguns. Obsolete & IIard-to-get 
Foreign & American Ammunition. Loading 
Tools. Clips. Magazines. Accessories. Price WHOLESALE PRICES!  Save i,i t o  V ,  and 

more ! ! We will quote prices on any caliber 
vou a r e  interested in. Over 2.000 loads in all 

20c ppd.; Current giant 1 4 s  pnae il lustrated 
catalog-50c ppd. Martin 13. Retting, Culver 
City, 23, Calif. 

RARE COLLECTION books pamphlets, etc. 
duelling, guns. armour. List-25 cents. Ben 
11. Charon, Skippack Pike, Bluebell, Penn. 

calibers. Send 5 0  cents for  complete printed 
vatalog. Northwestern, Dept. ("W"),  3144 
lilenwood. Toledo. Ohio. 

BISLEY ORIGINAL 38 plus Christy 7%.  44 
special. molds. dies. belt, cases. $12.5. G. 11. 
Salisbury. Sidney. S Y. 

.TAP 30-06 CAL. converted rifles. Very good 
-$25.50. German mod. 98  8MM Mauser 
rifles. Very good-$37.50. IT. S. 30-06 cal. 
Springfield rifles. Good-$42.50. Very good 
-$5.7.00. I'erfect-$65.00. Free gun list. 
Freedland Arms. 34 Park Row. New York, 
New York. 

BARRELMAKER 

F I N E  RIFLE barrels, any caliber. s tandard 
or wildcat chambers. Ashurst,  Master liiin- 
smith. Route 1, Boise, Idaho. 

GENUINE BAUSCII & I!omb RALscope Sr. 
demonstrator 20 power with 40x-6Ox-7Rx eye- 
pieces, tripod & mount. Rargain. Ih~Maurior ,  
Stnte St.. Klmira d. S. Y. 

GUN CABINETS 

GUN CABINETS knotty pine finished or 
knockdown free folder. Paul  A. Eekhardt,  
Box 421, Beaver Falls,  Pa. 

t'T7STOM FItKE Rifle Palm Rests. Maple- 
Walnut Marshall F. Fish-llnnnfacturing 
liunsmith, Westport, X. Y. BINOCULARS & TELESCOPES 

- 
COLT S.A. .->I/, BARREL 32-20 chrome- 
plated ? o .  196363Ã‘$S5.00 J. J. Kouba, 
Ennis. I rxas. 

BINOCULAR SPECIALISTS, a l l  makes re- 
paired, including scopes. Authorized Zciss, 
IIensoldt dealer. Tele-O~t lcs .  5,514 Lawrence. 
Chicago 30, Illinois. - 

GUNS SUPRA VARIPOWER scope, 214 th ru  6, brand 
now, S54.93. Floyd Jerdon, Jr. ,  Dowagiac, 
Michigan. 

DOGS 

REGISTERED-BEAGLE Pups  $20.00 Bred 
for hunting. Lin-Carol Kennel, Castalla, Ohio. 

GUNS O F  All Types for sale, modern, antique. 
complete list 20c. Real Harg~iini.  Clines' 
Gunroom, 870 Pleasant. Canton, Massachu- 
S"t 1s. 

FLINT-LOCK Duelers, ornate chiseled gold, 
$.iS.i.OO Pair. Vernons Gun Shop, Sioux Falls, 
S. Dak. 

SIITE BY side 38-.XI and 1 2  gauge VG in and 
nut - $100.00. 22 slide action Huntmaster  
like New $2.7.00. Will ship. 13rucc Thompson, 
liichland f'rnter. Wis. 

SELECTION O F  300 Shotguns, Rifles & Pis- 
tols. foreign and domestic. Il lustrated cata- 

FIREARMS 
-- 

MIDWEST'S LARGEST Gun House. T r y  u s  
fo r  hard-to-get new guns. Sure we t rade!  
Cherry's. Geneseo 50, Illinois. 

- 
logue 23c. Davis & Sons, Inc., 400 E. Jeffer- 
son. Louisville 2, Ky. 

1 0  REM. SLIDE Action write-information- 
Oscar Put t in ,  Lesucur, Minn. 

PREPAID. IMMEDIATE Delivery On New 
I'istols, Rifles, Scopes. Also Ex t r a  Dividend. 
List lOc. Magnum Gun Shop, Irvlngton, New 
York. 

WINCHESTER '73 MUSKET, entirely orig- 
inal and very good. 75.00. Stamp fo r  list. 
The 'Traders' Horn, 129 14:. 37th. Erie, Penna. GUNS FROM Famous Collections-2.000 euna 

listed per  year-some of t h e  best buys in" the  
U. S., Modern, Antique-Your name on our  
mailing list  f o r  one year, send $1.00. Gunroom, 
121 S. Main, Homer, N. Y. 

FOR SALE o r  T rade :  Browning Streamlined GUNS, INCLUDING Mauser. Fox, P a r k e r ;  
list for  stamp. Acuff, 1048-22 St., Rock Island. 
Ill 

autos. $123.00. Winchester M50 autos. $120.50. 
Rem. Mi40 S&W 357 'A 30-06 autos. $124.95. 
Magnums $109.30. All the  above new. M94 
SO-SO like new $59.50. M99EG 300 Savage like 
new $92.50. L. C. Smith  skeet model 12ga. 
double 26" SSTAE, s t ra ight  gr ip  stock, like 
new $189.50. Parker  12ga. double D U E  KO" 
F&M excellent $250.00. Jeff. Trader ,  Poco- 
moke City, Maryland. 

SPECIALIZING I N  Browning shotguns, B & 
1, scopes-The latest fire arms by Winchester 
and Remington-old firearms and  edge wcap- 
ons. Arlington Tackle Shon. 940 Mass Ave.. 

SEND lOc FOR l is ts  either shotguns, rifles, 
handguns  ammunition^ o r  send 2.k for  all  
lists. ~ r & s e t h ' s  Willmar, Minnesota. 

Arlington, Mass. 
WANTED: WINCHESTER and  other rifles 
especially DeLuxe and engraved specimens! 
Price and describe fully. Jack Amber, 925 
.J:ickson, Chicago, Illinois. 

i'K1tFECT I'ANCY curlry maple stocked item. 
inxlon 270 Wwver  KV $1:1:1.1111. Itolirrt Hion. 
221 I:. 1,;iki- Si r fe t ,  T.fwistown, Mi~ntaua.  

FOR F I N E  Guns. Write your needs. Collier, 
!)ti36 liohcrta Blvd., St. Louis 14, Mo. 
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"FAMOUS SERVICE" Models ! 30-06 Rifles, 
3 8  and  .45 calibre Smith & Wcsson, Colt. 
Webley and  Enfield Revolvers, 30-06 and 45 
ACP ammunition. Shipped duty free. Write 
fo r  lowest nrices: International Firearms. 

B & I, 20 POWER SPOTTING scope & free- 
land stand. $85. Custom 257 Roberts. set 
triggers, 6 power unertle $180. Sauer Sohn. 
double rifle l l m m ,  Hammers $100. Bob 
Browner, ( 3 8  I<. Sihley Blvd., Dolton, 111. 

WINCHESTER RIFLES, Shotguns f rom 1866 
to  1990. All models. calibers. f a i r  t o  new 
condition. Wan t  obsolete cartride- c ~ r -  - -, - - - 
tridge collections, car t r idge boards, powder 
cans, gun Looks. Wha t  have yon? Late read- 
e r s  wri te :  Need items for my collection. If 
yo11 have i t  write. .Toe Uesayc, Turner ,  Mont. 

1011 Bleury, ~ o n t r e a l ,  Que. 
-- 

WESTLEY-RICHARDS commercial Mauser 
action No. 46918. Standard length opened for 
magnum cartridges in England. Some en- 
graving. Dural  guard with button magazine 
release. Perfect-$80.00. Rupert Bennett, 
1020 Plunias St., Keno, Nevada. 

V. N. MAUSER 220 I<-6 EXCELLENT $125.00 
Remington 'ill excellent $60.00 prepaid. I<. 
W. Scifert ,  Box 104, Utica, Minnesota. WINCHESTER. H I  Walls wi th  octagon top 

receivers. Actions o r  guns. Henry and  Win. 
Mod. 66 rifle. Carl Locker, Route 1, New 
Madison, Ohio. KENTUCKY RIFLES-list lo t .  Norman 

Tremper, W. Winfield, New York. 

OLD FIREARMS-powder horns-decorators 
-junkers-muskets--anything old-western 
-or unusual. Antique lighting fixtures. S. 
Parks, IIampton, Iowa. 

GUNS ! ! ! 3000 GUNS ! ! ! Winchester 
Colts, Liugers, Arms, Armour, Big ~ a r g a i n s  . . '. 

Catalogue 50 cents. Agramonte's, 201 War- 
burton Ave., Yonkers 21<, N.Y. 

TRAVEL 

YOUR J A P  rifles altered to 30-06, $6.00. J a p  
skills $3.75. Catalog 54. T P  Shop, West 
Ilranch 16, Michigan. 

"SEE ALASKA in Color." Largest selection 
of game and a l l  Alaska subjects. Free catalog, 
over 400 2x2 slides. Special-12 game slides, 
airmail. $5.00. Northern Color Film Co., Box 
6, Cooper Landing, Alaska. 

WANTED-RARE. odd. unusual automatic 
pistols. Kriegboff Lugers, Hammerless Walther 
Armce 9mm automatics. Sid Abermap l"*n(: ., A--"- 
Beechwood Blvd., Pittsburgh, Penna. 

ENGRAVING-.GOLD plating silver nickel- 
bluing. Carved ivory-pearl-stag grips Fron- 
tiers,  antiques restored. Gunreblu, Kiltmore 
15, North Carolina. 

WANTED 

W E  WANT antique guns. Will buy single 
pieces o r  whole collections. Immediate cash. 
Cherry's, Geneseo 50, Illinois. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

INDIAN ARROWHEADS ELECTRIC PENCIL:  Engraves a l l  Metals. 
$1.50. Beyer nIfg., 10511-Q Sprlngfleld, Chi- 
cago 43. 

5 F I N E  INDIAN arrowheads $2.00. Large 
spearhead $4.00. Peace Pipe $5.00. List free. 
Lear's, Glenwood, Arkansas. FREAK AND Oddity A n t l q u ~  Firearms, By 

Specialty Collector Write : Eddie Relder, Box 
191, Rochester, Pa. 

BEAR RUG 4x5 feet Black, lined Perfect 
940.00 M l  Carbine. excellent, a l l  pa r t s  re- 
blued, S t r ap  and  oiler plus extra  Magazine 
$65.00 Nazi Helmet-French Helmet y. W. 
2 $8.00 for  both. $100 11.0. for  all  items. 
Louis Northrop, 1977 North Ave., Bridgeport, 
Corm. 

LEATH ERCRAFT MODEL 1855 SPRINGFIELD Pistol-Carbine, 
H i n t  Civil War  cn rb lne~ .  Raymond Wefing, 
1046 Black Forest Rd., Pittsburgh (33 )  I'a. 

LEATHERCRAFT FOR Pleasure or Profit. 
Make easy-to-assemble purses, belts, gloves, 
woolskin toys, 100 other items for  gifts or t o  
sell. Send lOc today for  big catalog. Largest 
Leathercraft  stock in  U. S. J. C. Larson Co., 
820 S. Tripp, Dept. 5158, Chicago 24. 

INVENTORS: WHEN you aresat is f led  t h a t  
WANT TO buy shoulder flred military anto- 
matic weapons and  their pa r t s  a n d  acces- 
sories, Lauchli, Route 2, Collinsville, Illinois. 
Phone 1-1-3195. 

450 ALASKAN WORLDS most powerful. ac- 
curate  lever action. .457 400 gr. bullet at 
2100 ft .  velocity. 8 %  Ibs. Gun built on Win 
7 1  action. Conversion on your gun $85.00 
o r  new rifles from stock convprted for $185.00 
postpaid. At once. Conversion includes new 
Buhmiller ble, new f o r ~ e n d  tip. Sourdongh 
f ron t  sight receiver sight. sling swivels. 
recoil pad and action tuned. Also 348-30 cal 
built a t  same cost. We build over 25 dif- 
ferent calibers of rifles. 3 3  Win rebarreled 
with new Win 348 hbls. $30.00. .Tohnson's 
Kenai Rifles. Cooper Landing, Alaska. 

WANTED-1'I~;RCTTSSION and IWntlock hand 
guns. Tur re t  Wheelock or revolviiig rifles, odd- 
ities, freaks and  unusual firing systems re- 
gardless of condition. .TOP Noel, Rox 236, 
Kingston, Tenn. 

RELOAD1 NG 

RELOAD and  Save. Send For  Your Free Cata- 
log. K. W. Kleinendorst, 39 Welcome Rd., 
Rochelle Pa rk ,  N. J. WANTED-I HAVE paid over $100.00 for  

Colts pistols made before 1910 and  w a n t  t o  
buy more-send description and price to  Cal- 
vin Hentsen I'harr, l exas. 

RUST REMOVER 

REMOVE RUST From Metal. "Rustoff Con- 
centrate" Mixed with 9 pa r t s  water,  simply 
dissolves rust. Completely safe. non-toxic. 
non-abrasive, non-explosive. Salvage Precision 
tools, gun parts,  anything rusty. Send $1 for 
introductory bottle. Money-hack guarantee. 
Midwest Projects, Inc.. Box 451B. Columbus, 
X fb. 

l ;IiSS WANTED for resale. (iivp description 
and  lowest price. Texas Shop, Clinton, Mich. ATTENTION SMOKERS : Imported cigarette 

cases from Guatemala. Hand-tooled hand-laced 
cowhide. J u s t  inser t  pack. Tuck-in flap type, 
fits sh i r t  pocket, Regular $3.25; King size 
$3 50 Tax  included. postpaid. Natural o r  tan. 
"\l&w$-bach guarantee. (Charles K. Funderburk, 
Importer,  Box 571, Aberdeen, Mississippi. 

BUY SURPLUS direct  from Government. 
Hoat. motor truck. jeep, hnnting. fishing 
camping, sporting Equipment Radio Photo- 
graphic. Power tools. machinery & hundreds 
others listed in our  13iilletin "Surplus Sales". 
I'rice $1.00. Box 1601111, Eas t  I I t fd  8. Conn. 

'1IIl.AI)A. DERIXOI~CR-Colt Colverleaf 
\Vi~i('Ii<ster carbines. Russell Hook, IIardins- 
linra. Ky. 

WANTED: GERMAN G-41 semi-automatic 
rifles. Price and details first lcttcr. Marthwz. 
:!O:<F Eas t  Court, Aberdecn, Maryland. 

- 

SELL OR TRADE 
MODKI, CANNONS ordnance books. Hampton 
Howell, \Vest Hampton Hthach. N. Y. 

- -  - - - -- - - 

LARGEST STOCK of new and used guns  in  
the  s t a t e  and all of them a re  for  trade. Write 
now what  you have to  t rade and I'll do  my 
best t o  work ou t  a deal. Life Member N.R.A. 
Suddith's, Gladys, Va. 

SHOOTERS: IF you a re  interested in learn- 
i n s  Giinsmithlnc and  a re  willing to  ~ n o n a  5) 

PERRY, SCHUBAR'I'II. Frowirth and other  
carbines, bayonets. Japanese Samurai swords, 
long or shor t ,  blades. mountings. ornaments, 
describe, condition, price. Charles Krowne, 
2OlK) Hopkins. Houston, Texas. 

..v"-- .- 
few hours in your home shop f o r a  handsome. 
accurate 2 2  target  pistol. send 3 cent s tamp 
f o r  complete information. P.O. llox .W2. 
Terre IIiuite, Indiana. 

., . 7 I LXA S LONUHORNS, polished or unfinished. 
lengths t o  seven foot six indies. Trade for  
guns  antique o r  modern. George Shnl'clt. ri.i2:3 

.4rTIII~;NTIC C 0 N F E D E R A T E  weapons. 
items. William Bobbins, 3666 Sutherland. 
Shaker Heights, Ohio. 

FULL SCALE blueprint of t he  Walker Colt, 
Showing detail  measurements of each. Pa r t .  
$1.50. Pioneer Gun Shop. 2225 W. 7th S t .  i'orby St.: Omaha, Nebraska. . -- ... 
'l'exarkana, Texas. 

REMINGTON 740 AUTOMATIC 30/06. new. 
$124.95. Schultz and  Larson 7 x ($1 sporter,  
new $125.50. Colt commnnder 38  super. ex- 
cellent $45.00. Astra 2 2  cub. excellent $22.00. 
We give a minimum $15.00 for  any gun taken 
in t rade on any new Winchester, Ilemington 
Hipower Rifles. .T. & (1. Itiflc Ranch. Turn- 

COLTS FRONTIER'S, Bisleys, percussions 
cartridge types converted to  a l l  calibers. Per- 
cussions restored nearest original known. 
casehardening, l ight o r  dark, mirror blue like 
oris'inal. Combination nlatinc. blnir- 

WINCHESTER LOWALL. 25 and 32 long rim 
fire single shot,  excellent condition thruout.  
David Smith. Route 1, Corfu, New York. .- -...,- 

hardening. You name it ,  w e d o  it. Perfect 
satisfaction - guarantced-Reg. finish $15.00. 
Other prices on application. Catti? hrnna 

LARGE CALIBER "Mauser Werke Oberndorf" 
bolt action rifles, also other high-grade shot- 
guns and rifles. Carroll Ilaines, McQueeney. 
Texas. 

rr .  Montana. - - .- -. - 
and floral engraving o r  mixed. Antlque and 
modern guns  for sale. Critser's Gun Haven. 
New Gloucester, Maine. 

SWAP SHOP, Biiena Vista, Ohio t rade for 
anything ; whatcha go t?  

GUN CRADLE. a l l  metal, ready to  assemble 
$11.20 complete. Make your own checkering 
tools, 2.7 tell how. BOG 234, XIargaretvillc, 
New York. 

RELOADING OUTFIT, complete, .38 and 3 0 -  
H i .  fine condition, $200.-worth. Want  Michigan 
wild land or good s'uns. Dr .  TTlr:ch. I 1  1 .;.'> 

WANTED GUNS, gun parts,  broken o r  com- 
p l e t ~ .  also military hinocnlars. knives, ac- 
ccssories. curios. 1. Joffe, 5114 Sprnce St.. 
I'1iil:idelphia SO, I'a. Hvwgrcen. Drtroit .  Michigan. 



HUNTING ROYAL CAME 
(Continued from page 21) 

Plott hounds, although a distinctively 
American dog, are not a breed, recognized by 
the American Kennel Club. The Plott fam- 
ily, old time settlers in the North Carolina 
part of the Smokies, have been breeding 
these medium-weight hunting dogs since be- 
fore 1800. Short haired, weighing about 65 
pounds, and standing about 23" high, the 
Plott hound is all fight and muscle. The 
PIott family claims to have rid the Smokies 
of panthers, by hunting them with these 
hounds, and frequently they are used after 
bears today. A hill-man with his 20 gauge 
pun'kin roller and his Plott hound is all 
set for bear . . .  or boar. 

The hounds are taken into the hills, where 
the "Roosians," as they are called by moun- 
taineers, have been sleeping all night. Their 
furious yelling as they scent the pigs starts 
the boars downhill. The hunters, carefully 
placed in separate hollows to avoid shooting 
one another, wait along trails or at the bot- 
tom of the ravine, for the pigs to rush past. 

When a porker hoves into sight, he usually 
has three or four hounds at his heels. or 
hanging from his cheeks. A 400 or 500 
pound boar can travel pretty fast, even with 
a dog or two trying to pull him down. Tired 
at  last, he stands at bay. His great head 
swings from side to side, covering his neck, 
as the dogs circle warily to close in. 

Mr. Hunter has a choice of finishing off 
the boar. He can let the dogs do it-which 
ruins a lot of good dogs. Caught on the 
boar's lower tusks, a dog can be gutted like 
he had a zipper on his belly. But the hunter 
has an alternative-one demanding courage 
even though the outcome for the boar is a 
certainty. The pig will get killed, if neces- 
sary being shot by the dog handlers. But 
with the dogs called off and the boar break- 
ing for the brush, the hunter has to be a 
good shot and fast to nail him. A shoulder 
shot is good, but if you miss, or only wound 
him, beware. The boar will swap ends and 
head for you with all the affection of a 
driverless truck. 

If you lose your balance, slip and, fall, you 
are a goner. Boars are known to have killed 
unlucky hunters. The only thing to do is 
hold your ground and down him with the 
next shot. Buck fever, pumping five shells 
through a lever gun without squeezing the 
trigger, won't kill any boar. Most hunters 
don't expect to be charged by the animal 
they hunt, or get into an encounter with a 
beast who has taken a personal dislike to 
you. If that sort of hunting is too much for 
you, better practice tree climbing, fast! 

Pig meat is edible, but not as flavorful as 
domesticated ~ o r k ,  and a lot tougher. Prin- 
cipally, the Tennessee Russian boar is 
hunted for his trophy head. In the old hunt- 
ing lodges of Europe, where for centuries 
the wild boar has been among the highly 
prized game trophies, mounted heads glare 
fiercely from the walls. Now in America 
more hunters, searching for an animal not 
quite as sweet tempered as the deer, and 
possessing the fight of a mountain lion, turn 
to the Russian wild boars of Tennessee for 
sport. A centuries-old European game ani- 
mal, combined with a century-old American 
breed of hunting dog, produces a hunt with 
unparalleled challenge, sport and adven- 
ture. @ 

? 4 3  DIFFERENT BULLETS - Accepted Everywhere for Depend- 
able Performance. Many popular types: spitzer soft point, 
round nose, flat nose cannelured for game, varmint or target. 
Tops for accuracy.. flat trajectory.. and reliable expansion. 
'Tops' with sportsmen all over the world. 

------------- 
FIRST EDITION . . AND ALREADY IT'S 'TOPS1- Contains the 
EXACTING information every handlwder has asked for. .  an 
invaluable reference book . . fully illustrated handloading 
instructions . . aver 1650 actual chronographed loads . . 
covers 37  different cartridges . . ballistic tables and load- 
ing data . . yours for just $2.00. 

------------- 
... FOR PERFECT GUN CARE - SPEER PATCHES ARE 'TOPS' 

NEW special silicone oil treated . . prevents rust and bore 
corrosion . . lubricates for smooth operation . . protects ex- 
terior gun surfaces . . effective a t  all temperatures and will 
not evaporate. Rifle sizes: .22 - .270 and .270 - .35 Cal. 

!COLTS! I COLTS! COLTS!' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I -antique guns-flasks-relics! : 
I Send $1 today for NEW '55 illustrated 1 : catalog. Refundable on 1st. purchase over $5.00. 1 

Order now. I I 
I 
I PONY EXPRESS Sport Shop : 

17460 Ventura Blvd. Dept. R Encino, California 
L--Â¥mm---- -mÂ¥--- - - - - - - - -Â 

1 ADEX Gun Covers 

1 $3 9 5  Postpaid 

1 Full Money Back Guarantee 

Quilted, Cotton Filled, Heavy 
Duty Material. Fits any Rifle 
or Shot Gun 50" long. 

A D E X DEPT. R C  
2507 Richelieu Ave.  

Los Angeles 32, Cal i f .  
Cal i f .  Residents A D D  3 % Tax 

- flgB M A K E S  T H E  G U N S M I T H ' S  
W O R K  E A S Y  

d e a l e r  . . .  or  use  t h e  
coupon below. 

L O C K S  A N D  H O L D S  I N  A N Y  P O S I T I O N  
ROTATES 3 6 0 '  H O R I Z O N T A L  O R  VERTICAL 

w '$y i lhe  Will-Burt Company, Box 530, Orrvi l le ,  0hioi  

postpaid. 1 
TRY IT- See how 

I 
................................................................................ $13.95 west  me I 

VERSA-VISE gives of Rockies. ............................................................................ you a "third hand" MONEY-BACK h d r e s *  1 
...................................... ........ ................ I GUARANTEE /city Z O ~  , 
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! I CHRISTY SIGHTS! 

STREAMlINED BAND : 

I I 
STREAMLINED CAT. RAMP 1 

1 Plain Line Ramp standard Dovetail $1.50 
I 

I MAUSER I 
I I 
I Front Sight I 

#I29  Low and #I31 High-$1.75 each : 
I SPRINGFIELD BLADE I 
I I 
I Christy Cold Bead Front Sight I 

#50 Low and #50 High-$1.75 each 1 
I 

ENFIELD RECEIVER SIGHT EN-30 : 
I Requires no dri l l ing or tapping t o  install. Fits I 
I i n  place of bol t  stop spring rest. Held in place I 
fl wi th  set screw from rear. $5.00. ! 

Red & White Shotgun ; 
SIGHTS I 

I I 
I I 
I $d5 Bead has 3-56 thread-$6 Bead has 6-48 I 
I thread. Be sure to specify Red or White. Price 1 
I each, $1.00. Band Ramp diameters .575, ,600, 1 
I ,620 and .640. Reaming charge for other sizes 1 
I reamed. Heights 'A", %", Y2 and 9/16" not  1 
I counting bead. I 
I I 
I From your dealer or direct. Regular Dealer 1 
I Discounts. 
I 

I 
I : CHRISTY GUN WORKS ; 

I 875-57th Street Sacramento 16, Calif. 1 
&----------m--------------d 

. I 

"Oh boy-moving targets!" 

"Rollins, this is no time to bring up the whites of his eyes!" 



GUNS GUN PARTS SCOPES AMMUNITION 
GUN STOCKS AND BLANKS 
GUNSMITHING SERVICE 

"On the I f I I I e -  
MILLVALE, PA. 

I .  6 m i l e s  North of P i t t s b u r g h  

Rt. 19-Near Super H i g h w a y  

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111~ 

ACE SPORTER & AJACK 7 % ~  

SEE YOUR DEALER OR ORDER DIRECT 

Barrel, Med ium Heavy o r  Sporter Weight. Select Pennsylvania o r  French W a l n u t  Stock. Calibers 
22-250, 2 2  Swift, 250 Savage, 270 Win. o r  30-06. Rifle complete, $196.00; t h e  b i g  AJACK 7% x 5 0  
$96.00 - a n d  Leupold Top M o u n t  o r  Jaeger Side Mount, installed, $30.00. Special orders invited. 

BARRELS AND ACTIONS 

( S h o w n  on r i f l e )  
Price $96.00 Price $64.00 Price $57.00 2'/2 x 70 Price $49.00 

Takes Redfleld or Leupold top mount: Excellent for big game or The ONLY 4 x 90 scope. 33- Ideal for fast, dependable off- 
Jaeger or Griffin & Howe side mount. Eye- varmints. W,.H. fleld at I 6 x 4 2  

ft. field at 100 yards. I 4x90 
hand shooting. 51-ft. field at 

relief 3'1~". 19-ft. field at 100 yds. 100 yards. 
-- - - - -- .- - 

100 yds. 
- 

3- JJLWL&L STOCKS & BLANKS 
FINEST PENNA. BLACK WALNUT BLANKS & STOCKS: STOCK S P E C I A L  L A M I N A T E  
Rifle blanks a l l  grades $4.00 to $20.00. Walnut shot- 
gun blanks: $1.00 to $15.00. Walnut inletted stock 
for most rifles; standard $5.00. xx  grade (butt) $7.00; 
others $10.00 t o  $12.00. ~ l s o ~ e n n a .  burls and rare 
burls available NOW: x x x  grade $17.50-$20.00, 
xxxx  $25.00; super Burls up to $35.00. 

OREGON MYRTLE BLANKS & STOCKS: Rifle blanks, CURLY MAPLE Super fancy hard rock Maple blanks 
$5.00 to $7.00. Inletted stocks for a l l  rifles, $7.00 to Blanks Turned & Inletted: We turn and inlet your & stocks~S35.00; Shotgun blanks $15.00-$20.00. 
$12.00. Fancy Myrtle Blanks; $20.00; turned and rifle blanks, $5.00 each; six or more, $4.00 each. Fancy blanks, $12.00 to $20.00. Blanks turned in- 
inletted $25.00. Rare Myrtle Blanks $35.00 to $50.00; One week service. Seconds minor defects, b i rd pecks, letted $15.00 to $25.00. Other curly maple stocks, 
turned and inletted $5.00 more. etc.-50% off. - -- - ~ $7.00-$12.00. -- .- -~ 

--- 
8 mm M A U S E R  SPECIAL b 

.45 Rem. Auto, 230-gr. M.C., boxes 50.. . .......... .$6.50-100 

c o ~ ~  E R ~  .22 Rem. Hornet, 4 5 9 .  S.P., boxes 50. ............. 6.50-1 00 
3 8  Rem. Spl. 158-gr. S.J., boxes 50. . ............ 6.00-100 

............. Non-Corrosive .38-55 or .303-Sov. 195-S.P., boxes 20. 9.00-1 00 
45 Colt Auto, late date, GOVT. S.P. 50.. ............ 4.50-100 

4 GR. KRAG BARRELS chambered 6 threaded.. 18.00 
4 GR. ORDNANCE BARRELS-NEW 23" 

t ia l l y  chamlbercd not threaded ..... 
FOR MAUSER OR KRAG ONLY. 

NOTE: W e  will mion have Oct. Ribbed Barrels in ,257 
.:~IJ, 7mm 1x1~~ lmw fcm ~ m n i ~ m ~ ~ r  rifles): Caliber 
257-R, 250-:1000, 308-Win.. :;OO-Sav. and 7mm. 
i c e  S45.00 .  same as on 24" harrcls.  lace order now.. 

.................... 2 2  Win. H.P.-S.P., boxes 20.. $9.00-100 ..................... ,219 Win. Zipper 5.P. boxes 20. 9.00-100 ..................... 25-35 Win. S.P., boxes of 20. 9.00-100 

.................... 25-20 Peters S.P., boxes 50.. 6.00-100 .................... .32 W.S.L. (auto), S.P., boxes 50.. 8.00-100 

IMPORTED HVA ACTIONS-BARRELS, blued with ramp. 
.308 ,270 .30-06 $99.95. 
H V A  ACTIONS O N  A C K L E Y  CHROME MOLY BAR- 
RELS 24" sporter (or less), head spaced, test fired, 
whiteÃ‘i most calibers. $85.00. 
IMPORTED F.N. BARRELLED-ACTIONS, .300 H&H and 
.37S HSH, blued, $89.95. 
SAKO ACTION an 26" 41/2# med. heavy ACKLEY 
chrome moly barrel, white, $84.00. 
SAKO ACTION or imported medium heavy barrel, 
blued, no sights, Ready for stocking. .222 Rem. 
caliber $90.00. 
BOEHLER BARRELS, proof steel, semi-octogon, ribbed, 
matted entire length. Made by  FRANZ SODIA o f  
Ferlach Austria in .25 ,270, 7mm, .30 and Bmm. 
Wt. 3 ' Ibs. Highly accurate-in the white, $45.00. 
F.N. ACTIONS, Boehler proof steel round barrels, 
gradual taper. Highly accurate, mode by  FRANZ 
SODIA. Coliber ,270. White, $75.00. 
F. N. ACTIONS IMPORTED-LITE WGT. vanadium 
steel barrels, blued with ramp (.220 Swift, ,257-R, 
.250-3000, ,270, 7 mm or .30-06), $74.00 PREPAID. 
F. N. ACTIONS, Boehler 24" proof steel barrels, 
semi-octogon ribbed, matted. Sheared bead in  ramp. 
Coliber ,270, ,308 Win. or 7 mm. 30.06, 22-250-220 
Swif t  26" $95.00 
F.N. MAGNUM ACTION on .300 H 8 H  Boehler oct. 
ribbed 26" barrel, $1 10.00. 

F E R L A C H  O V E R - U N D E R  GUNS 
Immediate delivery 16-go 22 Hornet o r  .222 Rem. 
TURKEY-GUN, finest F E R L A ~ H  lightweight 'over-under' 
-$330.00. 

ALWAYS I N  STOCK 
ONCE FIRED CASESÃ‘RELOADIN TOOLS. HORNADY 
& SIERRA BULLETS. 

AMMO SPECIALS :30-06 M.C. 160-gr. 4 2 - 4 3 ~ ~ i n .  or Rem. s.P., boxes of 20, $6.00 per 100. lots o f  500 or more, 10% less. CASE LOTS SPECIAL: 
Cose of 1,000 rounds, $50.00; Cose of 1500 rounds, $72.00-f.0.b. Millvole. 

b less. Case of 1500 rounds $90.00-f.0.b. Millvale. 

i 

- ........... - ....... -. ... 
lorted 8 mm Mauser ammunition. 8 x 57 SMK (M. C.) B.T. 
-gr. bullets, brass cases, late date manufacture. Packed 

"TIME SAVER" SPECIAL 
rounds per box. $7.50 per 100 rounds. Lots of 500 or more 1 ON SHOTGUN BLANKS 

NORMA BULLETS I 

Turned shot gun blanks, w i th  cheek piece, f u l l  
P.G., large enough to make any type shot gun 
stock: 99 Savage, 71 Win, 760 Rem. etc. 
Standard w i th  sun-burst P.G. cop-$2.00. XX 
GradeÃ‘$3.00 

1 
AMMUNITION 
UNPRIMED CASES ENFIELD PARTS-NEW 

v 

Available for 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 

Fitted to your Mauser 98 or F.N. Action-$6.00 more. 

I JOBBING: Sako barreled-actions, rifles (sporter and 
Monniicher type), and Sako ,222 actions. Lyman; 
Weaver: Unertl: Leuoold: Pacific; BM; Reddina: Red- 1 
field; ~ & c h m a ~ i ;  ~ i l l i a m s ;  ~ a r b l e ;  Echo; Bibhler; 
Joeger; Sierra; Hornody; Boyt; Tri-Pak; King; CSH; 
Wilson: RCBS; G8H; Mershon; ACE Products; Husq- 1 
varna actions; new style HVA Guns ,270, .30-06, 
308 Stith Scopes Hoppe's Argus McKinzie, 

~orster, Un-Speed, k rchwood and F E R ~ A C H  GUNS. 
Norma and Thalson. 

Please Mention GUNS Magazine 

ENFIELD EXTRACTORS. NEW _.------- $ 2.00 
ENFIELO BOLTS. Complete. New .....-.. $ 6.50 
ENFIELO ACTIONS. Complete ........... $25.00 
ENFIELO ACTION WITH 5-groove v.9. 

barrel. issue Win.-Rem. make .......... $34.00 
DITTO-with milled ears as on Rem. 30. 

flushed trigger guard & box cut to 5 cart..S40.00 
ENFIELD ACTION ONLY. issue ........ $25.00 
DITTO-with ears milled, flushed tr. guardÃ‘$32.0 
ENFIELD BARRELA-5  groove. v.g. ..... $13.00 

OTHER ENFIELD PARTS: Flushed trigger guard 
blued with screw $3.50. Bolts with extra collars $1.56 
ea.. $15.00 per d02. Magazine boxes. followers trig- 
ger guards stripped, each $1.00. $8.00 oer doz. Firing 
pins, 55C. $4 doz. Safes, .75. $6 doz. Safety block 
with screw. .50. $4 doz. Electors. .75. $7 dm. Man 
springs or mainsprings each .30 '$2 doz.~iector b o x  
screws, 25. $1.80 doz: Sear o r  Safety springs, .15. 
$1.00 doz. 

SPRINGFIELD PARTS: Bolls, late style stripped, 
new $5.00- complete $10.00.  rigger guards 
milled, stripped, NEW $3.00. Sniper bolts, ( low 
scope), stripped, NEW $8.50. 
KRAG PARTS: Bolts, stripped $7.00. Firing pins, 
NEW $1.50. Trigger guards $2.50. Follower springs 
$1.50. 

COLT .45 AUTO PARTS: Slides, used, v. g. $5.00. 
NEW magazines $1.50. 

Mouser 98, Springfield, Enfield, 
Krag, .45 CA PARTS. 

. Â¥ Write for FREE List No. 25 - 
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There is no single action revolver made, nor has a gu 

\ been made, which can compare with the RUGER Si 
this on the basis of durability, reliability, accuracy, and accurate fitting a 

of component parts. Materials throughout are the best for the purpose 
that can be obtained. The finish is neat and uniform, as only the most 
experienced polishers can make it. The lines of the gun are handsome 
-its balarike superb. trigger, every detail, in fact, which *, 

' contributes to real pc s been designed by and for experts. 

ce, the Single-Six i 
n antique collectors 
ping in a bureau dra 
it should be carried 
thousands of roun 
y sensible design. 

e Dept. G-6 for 

Â 
% ,  , manufactured entirely in the United States of America by 
Â¥,< 

'Â¥ ' 
i'̂  

?s STURM, RUGER & -"sa .. COMPANY, INC. 
OUTHPORT, CONNECTICUT 
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