
Britain's Secret Proof Marks
Udo E Trtister

Editor's Note:^' h ' ; 't"iunt 
lssue of the German magazinc Deutsches

wi'irri.liiiioi coilector tJd, E T.ort.. reverled details o[.the

ill1i;;il'*ir.h. ro. r"ny yesrs' have been-impresscd.n guns

".#f"I'f 
,i'iif .mlngham. So ti"it has this secret been kept_that rerl'

i'#ffi;[fi;;;Tiii;;;[t.n" ur the marks.and evcn fcuer had

L"..,'.6i- t" break the code. By dlnt of detalled research 'lrOster

;;;l; t[. ;rde ano was i'hei able to conffrm hls rindlngs .in
l,nriiinl.-w. .rn nu* reveafitrat the Lontlon Proof llouse hus ulso

adooted a vear code system incorporated ln its prorlf lrrurks und full

ililii;;id;il *ii "i'*ritrrg 
ar'c publlshru frrr ilrc tirsr rrure. 'l'rvo

ilffffift;;;iii'ii'ii.il-d. Ev what authoritv are thesc marks

irnnrrssed and on tttt,r." "uttiorlty 
was the systtm sttrtcd? And

uh'v the secrecY?

1'llt]..SF]CRE,l.I,R0()rIuARKs''ofBirrningltlrtttitrctttllprrltrf
il;;k, ;i';ii'6riginriiy. 

'tir.y *"r" cilltcd '.p-rivare vicw nrilrks"

i,.ii'.'' i"-'fii.r. thty ^rL 
sinr'ply drrtc rr*rrks..'l'.c svstettt wits

i;,i;l,.ii;..j-i;t iliiiningi,,,iii"in'tuii'-r'v tltc thcrr I'rt'rrrI Nl.stcr

L1;;rffi;i i,,ri"iiieiiiiri.i r;iiyiul'. I li. r",,'.rrs itrc rrot cle rtr ittttl

,'.-*r,ji;*iti"n-iiiorttrcoming ribout how and bv whorn thc nrarks

were authorisecl.- ffi;i;;';iik conri,t.tl of crossed su'ortls or scertres rvith il

.rrliiir'iJitJt"i"a-".ii"e"i'v';;;;Jt artd a. nutn["'r o[ tlots

indicatins the sentortty'of th'e inspector wlto viewed tlte r'r'citpttrr

ll;ili;iit;"ir. tii.'vioi.ooi aobt not follow thc calett'Jitr 1'c.irr

iili*itt"i;# iirri-tli lo l'nt' The cocie runs from '\ to v'
;;;.;il;t';#ltttiii't and Q which were.not used'
""t#.'ili,lii;l;;;;l;.Jnj'n'iion with mark No' I from le2l

t" irilr-.i]qalt ,t o*n'uilo'*- Ftom that we can see that.Figure

i."h;il;il;;i;;;d 6v t[. tt.'iii intpettot between 1 Julv 1e26

and 30 Juni 1927.

Coloncl Playflir died in l94l and the nlarking svstcm seenls to

have fallcn into disuse ,,iitifu,i ;ffi;i Proot tvrrsi.r. R.P. Lees.

*,,. 
"r"L-i"rci. 

lie moairiia it i bt,t mark and reintroduced it with

Jtl."''L:#' ii"i,-,,i'iv-iiio' This time the ntark was used for a

;;,j;;;;iii;r;. The letter on the teft sesmcn^t gives the year c.de

i,iio''ir,,.'rd,i. i' a i; t'iJ'ii sii'..ii"ini iiino' roi B i rm i n gh a m' Thc

numeral in thc *rwer t.g?i..il"Jli;"-li.ht "r3''l!(" of t1e viewer'

fli'iiit.i .ode used frdm 195(] to 1974 is as follows:

Code
o
P
o
R
S
'l'
U

w
X
Y
Z

Yeur
1950
195 I
1952
t953
1951

Code
Al
B
c.r
D
I:
r
G
ll
J

K
L
M

1955
1956
1957
l 95n
1959
1960
l96l

Year
t975
t976
t97'7

Year
1963
1961
t965
l9(16
I 967
l 96n
I th9
197()
leT l

1912
t913
t91 1

Yeqr
l97tt
1979
1980

N 1962

' It s"eirs that thi tirst few thousand.gutts.prottfcd in 1952 arc

rit.ruio'trn;. ifrtt. tuti . Thi nrark sh-ouldhave been C for the

X.:;;',,1;.1'it;; iJ' i;;dl;l;,h^m trut''luc t. n tn isu ttdcrstantli rt g'

i;;'";;;;;'li "r'.rt e e'i"ii;io otc u' lt is probuble that this

.rt[ ."niinued in use untlt t-n. aitt were worn' rlhen the new dies

were correctlv cut.-\ih;i;;'[tt.ii 
ot the alphabet were exhausted' a new mark'

.h;;; i;'F;*;;-j, *it irtidauito' tt quicklv becanre .impossible
il";;t"ih'.'.;"ix"r'*iiriiii ii.,i-,tiuirion. irnd sir. the nrarks dividrrrg

the circle into three t ui Jitpinttd with and the current mark'

Fi;u;;;: riri,, i'iiioJr."a. rt'i t,*t sinrple lettcr c.de applies:

A = lJuly
B = lJuly
C = I .luly
D = lJuly
E = lJuly
F - lJulY
G 1 JulY
H = lJuly
J = lJuly
K = lJuly
[ = lJuly
M 1 JulY
N I JulY
O I julY
P = lJuly
R = lJuly
S = lJuly
T = lJuly
U 1 JulY
V 1 JulY

Cocle
A
l]
C

922
923
924
r925
926
927
928
929

1921 to 30 June
1922 to 30 June
1923 to 30 Junc
1924 to 30 Junc
1925 to 30 June
1926 to 30 June
1927 to 30 June
1928 to 30 June
1929 to 30 June 1930

1930 to 30 June 1931

1931 to 30 June 1932
lg32 to 30 June 1933
1933 to 30 June 1934
1934 to 30 June 1935

1935 to 30 Junr 1936
1936 to 30 June 1937
1937 to 30 June 193t1

1938 to 30 June 1939
' 1939 to 30 June 1940
' 1940 to 30 June l94l

Cocla
t)
l"r

F

The system of identifying the viewer by his serlioritv was retained'

ThusFipure 3 is a qun "fi;i'b;iil'cr'itiiniptttirr 
in 1975 and

Fi;;;;,fi;; irlt ,i.*.t bv the chicf inspectoi in leti(l'"til; ffiiofi..ptou,ruuJ. did not intr6duce ir syritem of,secret

**f.inn ,rrtit 1972. That too was-kept. sccrct but no code was

iii:,ililr;[;:riii. ir," ,i,riiio u. r"uhu consisrs of the lerters LP

i;; f;;j;;-i';6f o,.t"ti"'i*ii*" rrunrtrcrs or thc vear' tltus

LP LP
720'17'-fn 

UJtfr cascs, the marks are very.small. indeed and it is

".il';;i;il;k'r;;t .i;;;iiin itre arei in which other marks are

i;;;:;ttt:Th; vir'v smatt'oies wore verv quicklv and the marks

:i;ii;"i,il ; irn.i,it i.' oi.i1ii,;;;-A ;;"d [tais is necessarv w he n

seeking ther,r.
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