How the Sten Works

The Sten was an incredibly smple weapon that utilized the system known as
'blowback’. The diagram above gives an idea of how the MK.I1 Sten fired 3 rounds
on automatic, only much dower than in reality - in one second, the Mk.I1 firing at a
rate of 540 rpm, could fire nine rounds. A basic description of the operation of the
system isasfollows:

Theweapon isloaded and cocked by drawing back the breechblock or bolt.
The sear holdsthebolt to therear, compressing the main spring.
Pulling the trigger dropsthe sear and the spring for ces the bolt forward.

Thefeed ribsof the bolt strip the top round from the magazine and force it
into the chamber .

Oncetheround is seated in the chamber, the firing pin dischargesit.

The detonation of the round produces a release of gas which propelsthe
bullet along the barrel.

Too much gasis produced to force the bullet from the barre in time, and so
the gas pushes back on the cartridge case, which forcesthe bolt to therear.

Theextractor drawsthe empty case from the chamber asthe bolt moves
back, and the g ector expelsthe case from the weapon.

If thetrigger isreleased, the sear rises and catchesthe bolt, holding it to the
rear.

If thetrigger remains pulled, the weapon will continueto cycle until the
magazine is empty.



