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Commemoratives, variations and 
are ailleading to increased interest 

T tH· phCllOlnen;11 rist in Ihe ",.Iue 
of I ug ... r pistols bcginning in Ihe la te 

50~ a lld car ly 60s 1cd Ihe Amcrican 
Interna t ional Armamcnl Cornpan} (1 nle-
rarms) 10 !ll<lkc a ~ a 1c~ s urvcy in lhe 
Umtcd Statc~ and EurolX' 10 dc tcrminc 
[he po,sibili ty or ma rketing [I 11ewl)' 
manufacturcd LugeT PlstOI. 

ThaI sur\'c~'. conductcd in 1963. ind i-
calcd Ihal a subSlanlial markel cxi~tcd . 
,md Il\l cra rm~ Ihell bCg'l11 aSCii reh for a 
IlmllUfacluring ('oneem which would bc 
bOlh wi ll ing and ahle 10 initiale p roduc-
[ion or u nt:w model LugeT. Alter milch 
rCSC:Lrch a nd tost analY~ I$ . o nly IWO lirm~ 
appcarcd 10 bc' ('apab1c or producing ~uch 
a pi'lOl: Mau~cr-Wcrkc of West German) . 
whieh had produccd bu\h commcrcial and 
milita ry Luge .... prior lO 194]. :md thc 
Eidgenossische Waffenfabrik al Bcrn . 
S\\ itlcrland. The Swis~ :L fmcd force' wen: 
the first to employ the Luger even 
before the Oermuns - uno thc ßcrn 
FaelOry had lurncd oul hOlh mil itary and 
eommen.:ial vehions. 

Samucl Cummin~ of Imer;lrms ap-
proaehed both firms wilh Ihe proposlIl, 
alld cach bega n fcasihi li l)' ~ l lIdle~. After 
careful examination 01 COS IS. I ntcra rm~ 

chose Ihe proposcd Mauser i'ar:lhellum 
o\'er Iht' pOlenlially more expensive 5wi:.:. 
gun and awarded ;t eonl rrtcl fur 100.000 
piSIOIs. to bc dcliver ... -d over a se\'e n-ycar 
I~ .. riod . 
A~ M all~er dclwd furlher inio thc 

pmjcct. Ihey n.·:lli,ed thaI .10 exaet eopy of 
lhe PI~ l ole 08 wa~ IJllprnetlcal from a cost 
st:lIldpoint. ewn Iho\1gh thcy had I h~' 

original 1'.08 charts whieh had beeil 
hidden fro m Freneh oee Up:Lti oll forees 
following World War 11. Accord ingly, 
they comaclrd Waffellia bril ßcrn :lnd 
purcha"cd Ihe eomp!cle Swi~~ produelion 
paekage for S50,OOO. Mauscr the n inve:.ted 
an additiona l S750.000 for maehinery li nd 
other :. tart-u [1 eO~ I:.. Pilot models a p-
pcarcd in la Ie 1961'1 and early 1969. whi!c 
full productlon commenced in cMly 1970. 

As can bl' inlagincd . thc fi r~1 M:lUScrs 
closdy rc~emblcd thc much-simpl ified 
Swiss P I~tOI. rathcr thall the Luger~ thai 
," lauser had nlilde previously. The ~ 1 1ll [J ti. 

fic ation~ incllldcd :1 straight fronl grip-
~trap . lack of knurling on the metal pa rIs 
a nd ,lwrtened dismantling ealche~ , man-
ua l \ afelY k vcrs ilnd triggers. The protee· 
\h e ridge abo\ e the scar \\a~ el im1l1<l ted 
and Ihe , ide'plale rib lVa ~ !cf! Ihe ~amc 

oVt! r:t ll height as the plate it~elf. 1 he 
interna I receiver stop was made )quare. 
ra lher th llll given a rounded Tear side. 
i\nd . fi nally. the receiver front \\ra~ 
lllaehllled 10 give :1 e ireular ~te p]led 

appea nlnee. [' roto tyrt :lnd vel'Y C:l rly 
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Justllke It was, way back when . . .. A wor1l:er 
in the Mauser shipping room packages 
Parabellum pistals lor overseas customers. 

guns were virtualJ)o identie:tl to Ihe SW1~~ 

M29. Ihf.' on ly difference other Ihan 
markings be ing thaI Ihe grip safely wa~ 
~h()(te r. 

Mauser ut ililed st ... ...:l forgmgs in thc 
eonstruet ion 01' al1 major pa Tl~. exceptthc 
~ ide-plaH.·. locking boll. tr igge r. ~afe t )' 
le \Cr and firing pin for wh ich the) used 
sleel inVt!~lment ea~lmgs. The grip safcl Y b 
formed from heav}..Juty sheet stee1. It 
\\faps amu nd the metal frame, th u~ 

pre 'venting forcign objects from heing 
lodged in the protruding grip ~afety plate 
a ~ ~ollletinles happened on the o riginu l 
Luger pistoh titted wilh .. gr ip safety. 

-I he fi nis h a pplied to these gun~ was 
initia l1 y advertiscd as MMAUS ER 8 Iue." I1 
eons i~t s of [I Il1ghly poli~hcd. bright b luing 
a p [1 licd hy the hot d ip (sa l t ~) p roec:;~. 
Ahhough thi. fin bh is not up 10 th(' 
~u perb qua lity of the Pre-World Wilr 11 
Luger ru~t btumg, it is nonelhe!css 
excellent by modern :.ta ndard~. The 
trigger, ~afety le\er, locking bolt and 
m<lgadne releusc ure heal-trcated to the 
a llract ive straw eotor tr:td itionally as~o­
ciatcd wi th the Luger p i ~to1. 

One improvcment incorporated by 
Mausrr was the inclusion of two melal 
pin~ in eaeh gr ip :lI the point where the 
r<l ised interior wo od rio meets thc forv.·' lrd 
edge of the grip ~tr:t p . This liohed one of 
the LlIger's ehronie problems Ihal o r 
loose grips resulting from worn orehipped 
wooden ribs. An unfonunate :.ide effcel of 
this change i~ tha I Ihe gnps I\ere made 
somewhat wider ;lnd more squared than 

thc normal luger in ordrf to bl' able 10 
;lecrpl the pins. This deeidedly and 
adver~e l y affreted lhe "fee]" of thc pisto!. 
Thc grips on Ihese earl)' guns had the same 
~mooth border a , sociated with the ~wiss 

11'129. 
Thc early Mauser Parabellum retained 

all 01' the distinetive M29 features. hut 
ahel'ations \\ e re quiekly made to the basic 
drs lgn. cwn as prodUClion commeneed. 
1 hrsc ehanges indudcd checkering the 
thu mbpieees 01' the magazine release, 
dislLsscmbly ealeh. safct)' Ie\'er ,md togglc 
grips. T he origina l rrl:eiver Was soon 
replaecd by a standard angular German 
type, ~lIId the grips 105tlheir plain bordcrs. 
In spit<:' of the changr~ , thcsc guns st ill 
bea r more resemhlellee to the Swiss pistol 
Ihall 10 Ihe more famil;a r derman Pistole 
OB. Most e:lrl)' produetion gun~ were 
;mpnrted by lntcrarms. 

The ma nu faelurer's designation as-
signed tu this first Muuscr Par,l/)cllum 
model is 29170. The fi rst portion of the 
designa llon indie<lles the original pistollo 
whieh it i~ mO~ 1 similur and the seeond 
portion indie:lles the date of geneml 
int roduetion, i.e. the SWI:.S Model 1919 
und the ye:lr 1970. In the U.S. il is 
genrrally known :lS the "Swiss Model." 

Thbe pislols \\'ere o ffcrcd in hoth .]0 
Luga and 9 Olm Luger eals. Those 
ch:lm herrd for thc .]0 Luger rl)und wcre 
available with a 6" barrel. and thosc in 9 
mm Luger were <l va;lahlc \\,; Ih either 4" or 
6~ barrels. lt is inlercsling to notc lhal 
Ma usr r madr frce ust' ofthe word "Luger" 
in ~ tarn]ling ammunition types on the guns 
but wa~ prohi hited ffllm aetuall}' labcling 
Ihe JHstob lIS Lugers. A.F. Stocger owns 
the copyright on the nanle "Luger:' <lnd 
h:1S sincc 192] when lhey II'l're importing 
Luger~ from Germany. Thc gu ns made for 
Interarms ha\'c the Mauser banner and 
MOriginal" ~ I ruek into the front toggle link 
and " Mauser Pa rabcllum/ 9 mm (or .]0) 
Luger" on the lef! frame side. About 
Imlf\l ay through Ihe Swiss model produc-
1I0n. the side-plate m<lrkings were dclelcd. 
The re:lson was purely ceonomieal. Pistols 
imported by Interarms were marked 
" [ n terarm~, Alrx'lOdria. Virgini,j" on Ihe 
right front side of the receiver. taget her 
\\i th the Intcrarm:. Irlldemark. Addilion-
ully. abovc the chambers of these pistols 
appcars lhe eagle from the Oreat Seal of 
thc Uniled States as originally used on the 
1900 Model. Ameriean E:lglc Luger. Alt 
earl}' pistols had their safely ,lfea marked 
"SA FF"' :lOd thcir extTlletors m:trkcd 
"LOADE D." Ltler these markings wrre 
~wi lehed to the respeeti \e German eqlli-
vlllcnts: "GES ICttERr and "OE· 
LAD EN:' 
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scarcity 
in the ... 

SV FRANCIS C. ALLAN 

Thc saks of Ihe Swiss Model pfoved 
somcwhat disappointing. aod this was 
a!tributcd 10 (WO causes. Thc first was that 
ihe priee had ristn from a projecled Telail 
priee of $160.10 an actual Tetail priee of 
$260, in 197 1. Thc second, lind perhaps 
more importUn! reason. was Ihe 29{70 
simply did nOI look Of fccl like a true 
Luger 10 those American consumen who 
constitutcd Ihe Mauser Parabcllurn's 
prineipal market. This latter problem can 
bc tmeed 10 (he 29/ 70's direc! ancestor. 
the Swiss M29. which has becn accuscd of 
having Ihe same faults. 

Nothing CQuid bc done about thc COSI 

that had not airclidy heco done. but Ihe 
possibility of giving Ihe pislo1 a German 
facclift was cJtamincd :Iod evcntually led 
10 Ihe second model of the Mauser 
Parabellum. the 06/73. This numerical 
designation is derived from the pislol's 
overall resemblance to Ihe various Luger 
models of 1906 and the year of intro-
duellon, 1973. AClUally. the pistol could 
bc obtained as early as the elose of 1971. 
bUI it was not very widcly distributed 
until earl)'. 1973. It is possiblc Ihat 
Mauser did not intend 10 release the 06/ 73 
until all the 29/705 in inventory were sold. 
bUI changed its mind when sales of Ihe 

Ten of the 20 or more produetlon variations and commemoraU..,e Parabellum plstols made 
by Mauser from 1970 10 date are plctured on the lollowlng page,. Shown (not In order 
of manufaelure) are: 1. The German Na..,y CommemoraUvB, 9 mm, 6" barrel; 2. A Swfll 
29/70 , 6" barrel, .30 eal.; 3. A .30 eal. Target Model P.08; 4. A 5" .30 eal. Swlll Model, 
made up 01 both 29/70 and P.08 parts; 5. A 9 mm Swlll Model 4" barret; 6. A 6~ barrel , 
. 30 eal. P.08; 7. One 01 250 .30 eal. Bulgarian Commemoratl..,es; 8. The 9 mm Target 
Model; 9. A standard P.08 9 mm 4" barret; 10. A Ru ulan Commemoratlve In 9 mm. 

DECEMBER 1979 

eadier model conlinued 10 fall short of 
expectations. 

The changes that werc made gave the 
06/13 the appearance of the Pistole 08. 
and it undcrstandably bccame known as 
the P. 08 Model in the U.S. The changes 
included swelling the lower portion of the 
front gripstrap. lowering the side-plate rib 
to approximatcly threc-quarters of its 
original height. enlarging the take-down 
lever button lmd ehanging the manual 
safety from acheckered button to a ribbcd 
reclangle. The trigger was given a full curl 
(thrce-quarler circle) design. In order to 
provide the desi red feel to thc pisto!. the 
grip forward edges were more roundcd. 
Since this resulted in making the grips 
thinner. it beeame impossible to seal the 
grip pins. Ta achieve the same desired 
effect, a raised pin was placcd in the 
middle crossmembcr of the frame and a 
eorresponding hole provided in the inte-
rior of the grips. Mauser had a t last 
succeeded in making thei r Parabellum 
look and feellike a Luger. 

In addition to the two standard models 
already nOled, several variations, proto-
types. and commemorative pislols have 
bcen made. One variation of thc standard 
Swiss Model rcsulted from the production 
ehangeovcr from the 29/70 10 Ihe 06/73. 
Many parts unique to the Swiss Model 
were in inventory al the time il W:JS 
phased-oul, and, although most eould bc 
complcled and sold as sp:Jres for the Swiss 
Model pislOls. 65 frames were on hand . 
whieh. it was feit , should be ulili7.ed. They 
were completed using whatever Swiss 
Model parIs wcre still available and 
substitut ing P. 08 Model parIs where 
necessary and possible. All 65 guns 
rceeivcd 5N .30 tal. bitrrels :Jnd were 
imported by Interarms . 

In 1973. after experimenting with 
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Shown here Is Ihe flrsl pholograph of whal may weil be the 
last P.08- Mauser's Parabellum Carblne. A limIted number 
of Ihe 11 .8" barrelIed carbines, wlth thelr delachable shoulder 
slocks, will be made al Mauser's Oberndorl/Nekar plant In 1980 
and 1981. No further manulacture 01 Mauser Parabellum plstols I. con-
templated. lnlerarms will Import a portion 01 the yet·to-be-delermlned tolal quanuty lorsale In the Unlted 
Stales, and Ms promlsed lhelr "~t avallable speclmen lothe Amerlcan Rlfleman lor producl evaluation and test I1ring. 

various sighting arrangements. Mauser 
released 01 target model on special order 
only. T hese pisiols are fitted with dis line-
ti\'e micrometcr sights and heavy 5- bar-
re ls. The grip safety was eliminated and 
spccial attention was paid 10 Ihe se!cction 
and fitting of pariS 10 aehieve generally 
smoolher funetioning. lt was available 
either in .30 or 9 mm eals .. and only 10 
examples eaeh have reaehc<l the U.S. 

Mauser produecd many prototype 
pistols whilc experimenting wi th Ihe basic 
design, With an eye on Ihe public's interest 
in Georg Luger's personal "baby" Luger. 
the experimental shop al Mauser pro-
duced two seven-shol. 2.9- barreled 
prototypes. One has 01 shortcned Swiss 
Model frame and the other has 01 shor-
tened P. 08 Model frame. Also, a single 
standard P. 08 Model frame was eon-
slrueted with 01 2.9" barrel. No production 
of these inleresting pislols was under-
taken. 

The most interesting protOlype is 
undoubtedly the single.45 AC P speeimen, 
made in 1973. The pistol is cntirely 
different from Ihe .45 cal. test Lugcrs 
made for the 1907 U.S. Army handgun 
trials. The massive nature of the gun is its 
most distinguishing fealure. 1I is filted 
wilh a Ihick. 5- barrel and 01 straighl grip 
slrap. The awkward appcaranee and fcel 
prevented Ihe pistol f rom entering general 
product ion. 

Mauser produeed a special series of Ihe 
P. 08 Model for Signor Renato Gamba. 
whose sholguns arc marketed by Mauser 
in Europe. The guns have clchcd over Ihe 
chambcr an "eagle-RG" monogram asso-
clated with Sig. Gamba's producis and 
"Mauscr P. 08 4" Seri Speeia1c Renato 
Gamba" along Ihe right receiver frame 
T<t il . 

Through thc long hiSlory of the Luger. 
the pistors numcrous manufacturers have 
produced faetory cutaway or sectionalizc<l 
guns. Ihe purpose of whieh was 10 inslrucl 
mililary ordnance :tnd training personnel 
in Ihe mcchanical functioning of Ihc gun 
or for salesmcn 10 ulilize as a visual aid in 
Iheir sales presentat ions. It was naturaL 
for the laller reason. Ihal Inlera rms 
requesled approximately a hund red of 
these skelclonizcd Parabellums from 
Mauser. The guns are marked " Interarms 
/ Alexandria. Virginia" on the right 
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receiver side. bUI no eagle is elched over 
Ihe partially cutaway chamber nor a re Ihe 
guns proofcd. Thcy were sold fitted with 
ei ther 4~ or 6" barrels, and Ihey reached 
numerous relailcrs Ihroughout the U,S. 

Mauser also look 01 page from the Colt 
handbook and real ized thai 01 la rgc profit 
margin existed in producing limited 
production commemoralive pieces. Ad~ 

hering to Ihe basic p, 08 Model. Ihey 
offercd a Swiss Commemorative in late 
1976 which celebrated Ihe 75th anniver~ 
sary of the adoption of the Luger by Ihe 
Swiss government in 1900. The pistol 
dlffers from Ihe slandard P. 08 Modcl 
only in that a 4 J;,\-, .30 caL barrel was 
filled, Ihe Swiss Cross with Sunbursl is 
ctchcd over Ihe ehamber and "75 Jahre. 
I Parabcllum-Pistole/ 1900-1975" is en-
graved in gold on the left frame side above 
the gri p. Only 250 Swiss Commemorali\'es 
wcrc produced and none was importcd 
into Ihe U.S. The pislols came in fiued 
wal nut eases eonlaining Ihe spare maga-
zine, cleaning brush. cleaning rod and 
lake-down 1001. In 1977. following the 
issuanee ofthc succcssful Swiss Commem-
orative, Mauser quickly announeed thaI It 
would offer Bulgarian and Russian Com-
memoralives, The Bulgarian has a 4 J;,\-. 
.30 cal. barrel and , for Ihe firsl lime from 

To add anolher classy louch 10 Ihe producl. 
Mauser packed some Parabellums, along 
with accessones, In simulaled watnul cases, 

Mauser. dished 10gg1es. T he chamber is 
marked wilh Ihe Bulgarian roy:tl e rest and 
the fronl toggle link has the wcll-known 
DWM scroll marking engraved in car-
louche. The safety and exlraclor are 
marked in Bulgarian. Thc lef! frame 
side has "75 Jahre Parahellum-
Pistole/ Königreich Bulgarien" engraved 
in gold. The Russian Commemorativc has 
a 4-, 9 mm barreland thc traditional 
erossed Nagant fifies over Ihe camber. The 
lef! sidc of Ihe frame is marked "70 
J ahre f Parabellum - Pistole i Kaiserreich 
Russland." The extractor is marked with 
the Russian word for "loaded" whilc the 
safelY is marked. like Ihe original. in 
Bulgnrian Cyrillie leiters. The Bulgarian 
and the Russian Commemoralives are 
providcd wilh fitted walnut eases with nlJ 
the usual aecessories. Only 250 of each 
version have been produced. Interarms, 
conlinuing 10 act <lS Ihe exclusivc Mauser 
handgun distributor for the U.S, and 
Canada. recei\'cd approximately one-half 
of the lotal produclion. 

[n early 1979 Mauser released Ihcir 
mOSI ambitious eommemorative ~ the 
Naval Model. The pistol is fiUed \Vilh a 6", 
9 mrn barrel, special ndjus ta ble rear sighl 
simi!ar 10 Ihe one on ils namesake, a 
!anyard loop and stock lug. T hc left frame 
side has "75 Jahre / Parabellum-
Pistole/ Kaiserliche Marine" engravcd in 
gold. The guns come in oued Jealher 
allache eases containing the take-down 
100L cleaning rod. spare magazinc and a 
copy or John Wallers excellent book 
Luger. Again lnlerarms has received only 

01 smali number - 10 - of thc tOla l 
prodUClion of 250. 

There a re two basic proof marking 
patterns encountered on production guns. 
Early guns received on!y the Mauser 
house proof known as the FßM banner 
proof. The name is derived from Ihe 
placement of the leiters F HM in 01 banner 
similar 10 Ihat used on the Mauser 
t rademark. This proof ind icates that the 
pistol was assembled al thc Mauser 
factory in Oavaria, (FBM = Fahrikanter 
Bayern Mauser). 1I can bc found on Ihe 
barrcilOp. frame rail and on the slide stop. 

The second Iypc of proofing earne into 
general ust: in 1973. repl<lclng Ihc F ß M 
Banner praof. I1 eonsisls of the new 
Eaglel Nitro (aelUally Eagle/ Normal) 
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proof on Ihe barrel. lefl receiver, rear 
logglc link and together with a da ted Ulm 
proof on the frame rail. The original 
Eagle / Nitro proof first appeared in Ihe 
late 1801h on guns capabJc of handling Ihe 
incrcascd pressures of smokclcss powder. 
Thc Ulm DiSlrict ProofllOuse mark is 
dcsigned to apPcllr like a stag's aniler, lind 
is usu,llly preccded by two digit s indical-
ing the )'ear of application. In the easc of 
the Naval Commemoralive, the alpha 
ehamelers " HI " preccde the Ulm proof. 
These letters indicate Ihal the pisiols were 
assembled in 1978. 

Mauser utililes a ser;;.1 numbering 
system unlikc any previously employed on 
Luger pisiois. Standard produelion mod-
els chambercd for the 9 mm round are 
prdixed "'lI"' :md Ihe first number used 
was 11.001001. Those in .30 eal. are 
prcfixed "10." Ihe sequence beginning at 
"umber 10.001001. The serial number 
.I(( ries was nOI affeeted by Ihe change-over 
from Ihe Swiss Model tn Ihe P. 08 ModeL 
:tnd Ihere is no dupliealion of seTial 
numbers. The full serial numbers are 
stamped in the right frame trigger weil and 
on the right receiver abo\"e the extraclor. 
Most guns have Ihe [;I.'il three digits of Ihe 
serial number roughly clchcd on the 
under~idc of Ihe rear toggle link. 

Scveral exceptions to Ihe normal serial 
numbering practiee exis!. F"'lch eommem-
or:llive ~cries pislOl received a scrial 
number indieating its placc in the limitcd 
produclion run. For examp!c: ""001 von 
250" for the fi rst gun in the limiled ~cries 
of 250. Anolher devialion is Ihe Renato 
Gamba Special serics of pislols. The seri,11 
"umbers u~ed consist of four numerie 
digil~ preceded by the letten> ""RG."" The 
FuH seri;ll number appears in eartouehc in 

the usual loca tion ~. The manufacluring 
run for the Renato Gamba Specials was 
initially expeeted \() bc a Ihou~and unils 
but was finally reslriclcd 10 200 pisiois. A 
thOUs,lnd frames were a lready serialcd 
bcfore the decision 10 reslriel Ihe sile of 
the run was made, howevcr. and these 
were returned 10 Ihe regular produetion 
line. At least 100. equipped wilh 4~ .30 cal. 
harreis. were imported by Inlerarms. 
Imving been marked in their usual 
manner. 

Prototype pislols were eilher un-
serialed or had unique serial number 
blocks assigned. Serial number 10.0012 
fo r cxam plc i~ pari of a prc-proouetion 
b:.lleh of Swiss Models proofed in 1969. 

Inlerarmslmpol1ed guns In 9 mm end.30 Cal. 
wllh 4- , 5-, or 6-ln. barrels. All but \ha lr 
cutaway (I.) bore Ihe 1900 Amerlcan eagle. 

j 
Mauser's lalest Parabellum recreate, the 1904 German NeOfY Luger. Commemoretlng Ihe 
75th Annivert:ary 01 Ihe adoption 01 the Nevy model, BaCh 01 the 250 plstols bean a gold 
inlaid tegend and special serial number. Each comes in Its own lealher a llaehe case. 
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The 29/70 baby model prototype has the 
serial number 10.000001. 

At first glance the cutaway pistols 
appt:ar not tn havc rec ... ivcd scrial 
numbers. Only after dismantling ean the 
ser\:11 !lumber bc nOled. roughi)' elehed on 
the insides of the grips, side-platc ;lnd on 
Ihe underside of the receiver and rcar 
logglc lin k, This number also appe:\I"s on 
Ihe rC,1r side of Ihe special magll7.ine. 

In 196 1 whi1c doing research in Ger-
many for the reYised ed it ion of his book 
71//, l..I.l/:i'r PiJIUI, Fred DlIlig visi ted the 
Mauser factory al Obemd orf where he 
discussed Ihe po~sibility of resuming 
produclion of Ihis famous design. Thc 
managing director of Mauser-Werke 
informed hirn thaI any proposed plan of 

. retooling and produeing .. (a Luger) 
which would haye 10 compete on 

toda)"s market with !ess eomplicatcd and 
cerl<!!nly Icss expensive pi~tols would 
warrant .. . immediate rejeclion ." Appar-
enlly the inereasing yalue ofthe Luger as a 
eollcctor's item. togcthcr with Ihe prc-
viously ncred sur\"ey taken by Interarms. 
was suffidenlto change the opinion ofthe 
Mauser hiemrchy. Hindsight teils us thaI 
Ihi~ was proba!>ly nol iI wise decision from 
1I fi naneial viewpoinl . for c"en whilc Ihe 
produetion of the P. 08 Model w:!s 
bcginning, Mauser ilnd luteflmns were 
queslioning Ihe fin ancial advisnbility of 
eonlinuing large scale produetion and 
adverliscd the P. 08 version as being a 
lim ited produelion model. No eX:lcl 
figures hilve been rclc,lscd to indiC,l\e how 
limited the m,mufacturing run was. but 
regular produetion eeased in laie 1975. At 
thatlime approximalcly 30,000 pistols OUI 
of Ihe initial order for 100.000 had bccn 
dc!iwred. In Ja nuary. 1976. Intcrarms 
announccd the canccllation of its original 
contrael wilh Mauscr. Thc f,l CI was, thaI 
rising manufacluring eosts. eou pl{'d with 
,10 increasingly unfayomble exchange rate 
bctween Wesl German)' and Ihe U.S .. had 
Forced Ihe pistol out of Ihe competil!\'e 
marke!. 

Although Ihe succes~ful commemora-
live pistols will undoubled ly continuc to 
be produeed in limiled numbcrs. il is 
highly unlikely Ihallargc<seale producllon 
of Ihe Mauser Parabellum pistol will ever 
be resumed. The aeeounl of the J"lroduc-
tion of the Mauser Pa rabellum provides 
the final chapler in the faseinating hislory 
of the Luger Pistol. 
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