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Drawings of the Walther P-38 Pistol

These drawings are a fascinating historical study of the leg-
endary P-38 pistol. Borne out of Germany’s need for an up-
dated replacement for the Luger Model P08 in the 1930s, the
P-38 was developed by Carl Walther Waffenfabrik.

It is a double-action pistol designed to fire the same 9x19mm
ammunition that fed the Luger. It featured an innovative
locking system involving a locking wedge under the barrel.
The wedge holds the slide and barrel together during a short
recoil and then 1s pushed down by striking against part of the
frame, releasing the slide to return and strip another cartridge
from the magazine, which is a single-stack, 8-round design.
A similar locking system is used today in the Beretta 92/ M9
service pistols used as standard by the U.S. military.

More than 1 million P-38 pistols were produced during
World War II. Besides being manufactured by Walther, be-
ginning in 1941, the pistol was also produced by Mauser-
Werke, which 1s the source of these drawings. P-38 pistols
were also manufactured by Spreewerke GmbH starting in
1943. When Walther returned to the manufacture of firearms
in 1957, the P-38 was revived with minor changes as the Pis-
tole 1, which was adopted by many European military and
law enforcement agencies as a standard sidearm.

1. Front sight
2. Barrel

3. Locking-block retainer spring
4. Locking block
5. Locking block operating pin
5a. Slide
6. Firing pin and Iindicator cover
7. Rear sight
8. Automatic firing pin lock spring
9. Automatic firing pin lock
10. Firing pin retainer pin
11, Firing pin spring

12, Cartridge indicator pin
13. Cartridge indicator spring
14. Extractor

15. Extractor plunger
16. Extractor plunger spring
17. Safety

18, Firing pin

19, Hammer lever

20. Hammer lever spring
21. Hammer

22. Hammer lever pins
23. Frame

24, Strut axle pin

25. Trigger spring

26. Trigger bushing

27. Trigger

28. Ejector

29. Safety hammer lowering lever
30. Firing pin lock lifter
31. Trigger bar

32. Trigger bar spring stud
33. Trigger bar spring

34, Sear

35. Hammer strut

36. Hammer spring

37. Magazine catch

38. Hammer pin

39, Sear pin

40. Slide stop return spring stud
41. Slide stop return spring

42, Slide stop

43, Takedown lever

44. Retainer latch plunger spring
45. Retainer latch plunger

46. Recoll springs

47. Recoll spring guides

48. Grip screw

49. Left Grip panel

50. Magazine

51. Right grip panel

MisteryPistolsaw
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