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Shooters! Amerma s Best Selling .30 cal. Carbine

A Now, EXTRA ' Against Water, Friction, Abrasion !
' SUPER-SURFACED WITH AMAZING

Dv Poni TEFLON-S

ANOTHER “FIRST” FROM

Resists the damp-
ness and moisture
of swamplands

Withstands the heat
and sand of the
desert

This “FIRST” from Universal is
making firearms’ history. Imagine
anyone daring to put Teflon-S on a
gun. Universal did, and it resulted
in many advantages for the shooter,

Unaffected by below
freezing tempera-
tures of mountain
hunting

1. Its dull finish and soft colors
avoid reflections that spook
game and bether your aim. 2.
Teflon-S coated parts are self-
lubricating and operate freely
without oil or grease. 3. It's
waterproof and scuff-resistant.
Just wipe off water, don’t worry
about rust.

You can own this new Teflon-S
protected .30 cal. beauty right
now. Visit your local gun dealer.

Receiver and slide coated with 5 shot clip is coated with DuPont
Teflon-S. Tests show that it is self- Teflon-S. It slides into place easily,
lubricating and operates smoothly. never sticks or binds in position,
Trigger guard and other metal parts Even the barrel is coated with
are coated with Teflon-S. It with- Teflon-S, protecting it against
stands bumps, nicks and scratches, nicks and scratches.

*Du Pont’s
ragistered trademark

Specifications

.30 TC Universal .30 cal.
Carbine with Teflon-S
coating. Colors in Camou-
flage Olive Green, Raven
Black, Snow White, Azure
Blue or Desert Tan. Hand-
rubbed, multi-coat lac-
quer finished American
Black Walnut Monte Carlo
stock. Drilled, tapped and
inletted for scope (base
and screws included). 5
shot clip. Weight less
clip, approx. 5 |bs., overall
length 35.5". Semi-auto-
matic or convertible to
single shot bolt action
repeater. -

Ifit's Universal, it's the Best/

UNIVERSAL FIREARMS CORP. pept. 6, 3746 E. 10th Court, Hialeah, Florida 33013
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Instruction

—as a bonus for joining the =
National Rifle Association of America

Membership Costs only 55 and
you enjoy all these services
for gunowner-sportsmen—

e The AMERICAN RIFLEMAN magazine — America’s
most authoritative journal on guns and shooting comes
to you every month as just one of the membership
services.

e FirearmsInformation Service— experts give you prac-
tical answers to your questions on guns and shooting.

e Hunting Service—NRA Hunter Bulletins plus reports
in The RIFLEMAN keep you informed on game, hunt-
ing laws, shooting preserves. There are hunter awards,
too.

e Recreational Shooting Programs —mean more fun for
you throughout the year.

e NRA Legislative Service—keeps you posted on new
or proposed gun laws.

e Low-Cost Gun and Personal Accident Insurance—is
available through NRA.

PLUS many other services, such as NRA's Book Service,
Certified Instructor training, range plans for indoor or
outdoor, introductions to NRA-affiliated local sports-
men clubs, invitations to Annual Meetings, Firearms
Exhibits and National Matches.

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
1600 Rhode Island Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

GUNS MARCH 1969

12 big issues
of The
AMERICAN
RIFLEMAN -
America's most
authoritative
journal on
guns and
shooting—

is included in
your membership

USE THIS COUPON APPLICATION
TO JOIN NRA TODAY

To: NRA Membership Division
1600 Rhode Island Ave., NJW,
Washington, D.C. 20036

Enroll me as an NRA member, start my subscription to the
AMERICAN RIFLEMAN and send me the bonus of the three
NRA shooter manuals. Enroll me for—

O 1 year — $6 O 3 years — 516

[J send bill

Confirming application and details will be sent

D Payment enclosed

1039-C
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FREE GUN DRAWING!

E HAVE finally got things

squared away so that we can
continue the free gun contest within
the requirements of the new firearms
laws. The winners are: Mr. Frederick
Fuller, Laurel, Del.; Winner of the
Navy Arms 66 rifle. Mr. William D.
Rambu, San Francisco, Cal.; Winner
of the Schultz & Larsen rifle and Red-
field scope.

One of the most popular contests, as
far as the number of entrants, was for
the Universal Carbine. Well, if you
didn’t win that one, see page 44 for
another chance. This time, it's a
brand new Universal with modern
Teflon coating. Read all about it on
page 37, then get your entry in the
mail.

* * *

Throughout all of the gun law has-
sle, we have been saying that good
strong laws which would punish those
who use guns in the commission of
crimes would do more to solve the so-
called gun problem than all of the
registration, mail-order bans, import
prohibitions, ete. And, if our law-
makers would have given such a law
a chance, we would have been proven
right. Few people realize that the new
federal law, which went into effect
December 16, 1968, does have such a
provision. It says that whoever uses a
firearm to commit a federal felony,
or who carries a firearm during the
commission of a federal felony shall
be sentenced to imprisonment for not
less than one or more than 10 years.
Second offenses will bring not less
than 5 nor more than 25 years, with
no suspended sentences or probation.
This is great—as far as it goes—but it
does not go far enough! Presumably,
a man could be sentenced to 5 years
for shipping a gun to his brother in
another state; at the same time that a
criminal, who used a gun in a crime
could be sentenced to only one year.
It makes you wonder who they were
really out to get when they passed
this law.

THE COVER
Olive Green is only one of the
colors available on the new Teflon-
coated Universal Carbines. The full
story is on page 37. This excep-
tional double exposure photo is the
work of camera artist Gerry Swart
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Mortar-Totin® Bandit!

I was filling out the federal form to
register a relic World War Two mor-
tar I have when my twelve-year-old
son noticed what I was doing.

“Do you really have to register
those things?” he asked, hardly able
to believe his eyes. He thought a mo-
ment and then said, “Do they think
you are going to walk into a store and
hold it up with a mortar?” and burst
out laughing.

This simply confirms what I have
suspected all along—most of our leg-
islators do not have the brains of a
twelve-year-old boy.

Jerome Mendel
Plainfield, N.J.

MeConnell On McConnell

In reply to a letter by Mr. Dennis
McConnell in the December '68 issue
of GUNS, I would like to say that I
buy and enjoy vour magazine because
it is not a “sportsman type magazine.”

I enjoy firearms and shooting. Each
month I read with interest your arti-
cles on military, police and sporting
firearms. When I have finished with
my copy of GUNS, I usually loan it to
some of my friends so they may enjoy
it also. Their praise of your magazine
i-‘-' unanimous.

Second, I would like to refute the
accusation that GUNS is not a clean
magazine. From observation of the
numerous smutty publications avail-
able on the newsstand today, I believe
GUNS can portray the highest stand-
ards of good publishing tastes. If Mr.
McConnell wants a sportsman maga-
zine let him purchase one of the many
excellent hunting and fishing maga-
zines available at his local newsstand.
As for GUNS, keep up the good con-
tent and I'll keep up my subscription.

Harrison R. McConnell
Alexandria, Virginia

GUNS . MARCH 1969

CROSSFIRE

Business Students For Guns

I have been a gun collector and
plinking enthusiast for the last twelve
of my twenty-two years. I and a lot of
other Business School students agree
with you and your magazine concern-
ing the letter Mr. McConnell wrote.
As business students we believe that
any firm has the right to advertise in
any publication which will accept it.

If Mr. McConnell wants to read a
“clean” magazine. let him blow his
mind on “Field and Stream” or “Out-
door Life.” Furthermore, I and a lot
of other guvs here believe Mr. Me-
Connell could write all he knows
about the tastes of “sportsmen” on the
back of a matchbook cover, in capital
letters.

I look forward to your magazine
every month and enjoy the articles
therein, especially those regarding
weapons used by the enemy in Viet
Nam. Keep up the good work.

Bill Carrell
Louisville, Ky.
“Sportsman for twelve years”

We are flush with humility—and a
determination to keep our loyal read-
ers happy.—Editor

We're “Fabulous.”
Among Other Things

After reading your latest “Cross-
fire”’ column, I decided to write and
tell you I think your book is the best
on the market. I can’t understand why

people write in downgrading your |

magazine. I enjoy your articles very
much. Your color photographs are
fabulous., I
yvour book in two years and 1 wish to
thank you for your good book and in-
teresting articles.

Steven Waller
Lufkin, Texas

haven’t missed buying |

l Dept.

RELOADING
DIES

Each die is “Precisioneered” to ex-
acting RCBS standards to outlast a
dozen modern gun barrels. Hand
finished—no decorative chrome
plating. All RCBS dies (except 4 die
set) have built-in crimpers for fast
precise crimping and minimum lead
shaving. Standard 7s"-14 thread.
OVER 500 CALIBERS
L AVAILABLE!

MEMBEE OF TE

NATIO
SHOOTING
SPORTS

RCBS 2 DIE SET

For bottle neck type rifle and pistol
cases. Includes full

length sizer die and $1 350

seater die. 2 dies

RCBS 3 DIE SET

Pioneered and developed by RCBS
for straight wall type rifle and pistol
cartridges. Includes sizer die,

expander - decapping
die, and seater die.

e

SOME CALIBERS SLIGHTLY HIGHER

Buy from your gun dealer and be sure!
WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG

S RCBS ..

E-3,P.0.Box 1913 Y Droville, Calif. 95965

5




THE MUSEUM OF
HISTORICAL ARMS
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\‘ THE MUSEUM OF HISTORICAL ARMS

r 38 Kton Road, Dept N, Miami Beac

“Famous Knives of India”

A Rare Find

SWORD CANE—with white and black horn werk,

steel hond engraved blade inside. | Overal|
o I e R e R R $5.00
SWORD BATOM—os of above description (24"
Lt s s W il O S $3.15

Note: Add $2 for single and $2.90 for pair for
packing cnd postage. For other national knives,
stilletos, gurkhas, kukri, sabres and artware
gifts, ask for our new catalog. Send 40 cents
by_ check or stemps to cover airmail postage,
Price poyable with orders. Can be remitted by
meney order, check or American Express M.O.
Dealer Inguiries Also Invited

 ORIENTAL ARTS CORP.

49 Subhash Rd P.O. Box 27
Delradun (Indiad

PLATE YOUR GUNS

You Can Dress Up
Your Guns with Gold, Silver or Nickel

With This Inexpensive Kit,

GOLD AND

SILVER PLATE HANDGUNS AND
LOMNG-ARMS in your shop or home as easily as you

lat,

. All
Instructions with

All Wisconsin Electroplat
you neced is 3 dry batteries,

s are comp

every set.

s with 24 karat

|l,fﬂ p.]rﬁ Si

late Nickel 5.40

May be

ols; Nicke .5 2.00

rojar S 1.00
Gold, 24 karat ceuwmmnd 7.00

Make money — Save Money.
Do your own plating.

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE — POSTPAID —
QUICK SERVICE

Additional materials always available
at low cost.

ORDER YOUR
WISCONSIN ELECTROPLATER TODAY

WISCONSIN PLATERS SUPPLY C0.

3256 Milwaukee St., Madison, Wis.
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Galands Self-Extracting Army

I've checked all the books around
but can not find anything on this re-
volver. Do you know the history and
value? It is about .45 cal., has a 51"

octagon barrel with 11 grooves and 12
lands, Belgium proof marks with all
numbers matching. It is in mint con-
dition, all blued, but with no name
anywhere.

Robert C. Flynn
Windsor, Mass.

Your odd revolver is the Galands
Self-Extracting Army Revolver (or
Sommerville and Galand). This
Liege-proved arm was chambered for
12 mm c.f. Perrin cartridge. It was
also made in 7 mm and maybe a few
other sizes. How long this arm was in
production is hard to say, but I would
doubt that it was very long, for as
you can see it was a costly arm to
produce with its rare extraction sys-
tem. I would guess its value to be
around $90—R.M,

Stripping Military Arms

I, like a lot of others who have been
buying military surplus arms, find
myself wondering how to field strip
them. Where can I find instructions on
field stripping an Astra M 600 9mm
and a Belgian SAFN M 49 Tmm

The Guns Magazine

rifle? “Small Arms of the World” by
Smith does not have the information.

George V. Lane
Mt. Clemens, Mich.

“JOHNSON and LOCKHOVEN:
International Armament, Volume 117
(Library of Congress #64-24567) de-
tails the take-down procedure for
your M49 on page 211. “NRA: Fire-
arms Assembly Handbook, Volume
IT” details the take-down procedure
for your Astra 600 on page 33. The
above books should be available to
you at your local Publie Library.—
S.B.

Beals Lever Action

In your July 1968 edition of GUNS
I found on page 43, on the lower right
hand side, a picture of a rifle designed
by Beals. I have acquired a rifle of
the same design and possibly the same
caliber. Could you tell me the value
of the rifle, and if the one I have will
lose any value if I were to have the
stock repaired. I'm very sure that
mine is identical to the one you had in
the July edition of GUNS. Many
times I was tempted to throw the rifle
away not knowing what I really had
and only keeping it to fill space on the
wall with my other weapons.

Frantz E. DeWillis
San Lorenzo, Calif.

If your rifle is a true Beals Lever
Action of the rare type shown in our
article on Remingtons at the Sahara,
its collectors value would be in the
range of about $200 to $450, depending
on condition. I suggest you again
check yours with our picture or with
one from the Remington Museum.—

R.M.
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“Big Goof”

The .30-03 cartridge came after the
.30-40, and they are wvery different
The .30-40 is the rimmed Krag; the
.30-03 was the rimless predecessor of
the .30-06. Somehow my answer to
Joe Strelich (p. 17, Jan. GUNS) as
published. included a statement I did
not make—the U.S. Model 1903 and
the .30-40 Krag are not alike—S.B.

“No Parts Available™

I have a Remington M8 autoloading
rifle in .25 Remington that is in very
good condition. I would like to know
if this rifle can be rechambered or re-
barreled to a cartridge that is still
available from the factory. I would
like to keep the cost as low as possi-
ble.

A. W. Keear
New York, N.Y.

I'm sorry. but there is just about
nothing that can be done for the Mod-
els 8 and 81 Remington autoloaders.
No parts are available from the fae-
tory and in many instances we are
unable to maintain them in the origi-
nal calibers. We have been able to ob-
tain a few parts such as hammer
springs from the Christy Gun Works,
875 57th St.. Sueramento, Cal. You can
handload .25 Remington ammunition,
using .30 and .32 Remington cases,
necked down and trimmed. The .30
cal. cases work the best. Case life is
short, however, The loader must be
experienced and capable of detecting
the beginning of fractures which re-
sult in head separations and the body
of the empty case sticking in the
chamber.—W.S.

Use SMG Ammo In S&W Pistol?

I have been using Canadian 9 mm
Luger ammo in my Smith & Wesson
M39 with good results. However, I re-
cently acquired some Canadian ammo
(9 mm) that has a red ring around
the bullet right at the edge of the cas-
ing. It also has a red painted primer.
Is this sub-machine gun ammo? Is it
safe to use in my M39? If it is safe,
will it cause excessive wear?

Jack R. King
Columbus, Ohio

All  Canadian 9mm  Parabellum
(Luger) ammunition is safe for use in
your Smith & Wesson M39 pistol. All
Canadian military ammunition in this
caliber is loaded to the same specifi-
cations and is intended for use in both
pistols and submachine gun. None of
it will cause excessive wear in your

barrel—G.N.
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American Eagle Luger

I have a DWM-huilt American
Eagle Luger pistol in 7.65 mm Para-
bellum (.30 Luger) with grip safety.
It is in near-new to excellent condi-
tion. I am wondering what it is worth.

Steven A. Janison
Juillet, S. Dakota

The American Eagle Luger is in

great demand, if. as you stated. it is in |

like new condition. As for value, first,
is it the 1900 Eagle or the 1906 Eagle?
The model bringing the best price. of
course, is the 1900 and would com-
mand $350 to $400 on the Luger mar-
ket. The 1906 would bring somewhat
less—in the neighborhood of $250 to
S$300.—R.M.

Rebarrel Or Trade?
Would it be feasible to rechamber
and/or rebarrel my Remington 722

.257 Roberts up to a .257 Magnum? Or |

would I be advised to trade the entire
unit? The present barrel is in excel-
lent condition and has a custom stock.

Max W. Carver
Twin Falls, Idaho

The recessed bolt face and spring
type extractor are somewhat of a con-
version problem when enlarging to
the belted case head of the .257
Weatherby Magnum. I have seen this
conversion made, but I feel a new
Weatherby rifle. or a custom built 257
Wby. Mag. on a good Mauser 98 or

FN Mauser action would in the long |

run serve you much beiter. You will
also find that the ballistics of a .25-06
are in the same class as a 257 Wby.
Mag.. and that this cartridge is more
readily adaptable to standard bolt ac-
tions.—W.S.

Gyrojet Pistol

I would like to purchase a 13 mm
Gyrojet rocket pistol manufactured
by M.B.A. I would appreciate it very
much if you could tell me whether
this pistol is presently available and if
so where it may be purchased.

Earl S. Pruce
Baltimore, Maryland

Any bona fide gunsmith in this
country should be able to service
your rvequirement through Stoeger
Arms Corporation, Ruta Court, South
Hackensack, New Jersey; the Gyro-
jets are in Stoeger’s current catalog,
page 28. A deposit of $100.00 with
your local gunsmith should work
wonders!—S.B.

(Continued on next page) |

‘THE SMASHING
POWER AND

ACCURACY
’ of this

5 M/M .20 caliber
. AMMO

| amazes
even the
experts!

with
it with Sheridan
Williams

Receiver

That’s why SHERIDAN’s
All-American Blue Streak and
Silver Streak pneumatics are the
most popular and powerful
pump-action air rifles available.

| Send for this

free folder
today!

SHERIDAN

PRODUCTS INC. ..
3205 Sheridan Rd. e Dept. 469-C ZT-'-TTE';?-
RACINE, WISCONSIN 53403 £
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| lllustrutes over 500 swords,
g edged weapons, pocket knives
and collectors’ items.

l The new Corrado Knife Album and
Catalog, includes imports from 22
B countries round the world plus
famous American brands: Buck,
B Randall. Puma, and Gil Hibben.

Send today for Album plus four quar-
. terly Knife-O-Grams, the quarterly

knife collectors’ newsletter. All for
l just $1.00. -
f"" e i
fi AONES |
f"}/"ﬂ}' ' L
l '-‘ _f,,f.' ]

§ CORRADO CUTLERY

26 North Clark Street, Dept. G-39
Chicago, lllinois 60602

When in Chicago visit our edged weapons collection at
our Twin Knife Stores, 26 N. Clark & 33 E, Adams

INTRODUCES

BENJAMIN :iseises
NEW AIR RIFLE

... that takes up where
the Ol' Reliable Super
Single Shot leaves off.

A no-nonsense gun that means business
every time you squeeze the trigger, this
New Benjamin combines all the magnifi-
cent Quality and Performance features of
its renowned Predecessor with extra im-
provements incorporated for your shooting
pleasure. Foremost, is a Thumb Operated
Top Safety. The first pneumatic to offer
this Advanced feature every sportsman
wants, it assures more Efficient fire con-
trol, especially when you have only one
shot at a moving target and must take
utmost care to score a hit.

Included also is a rugged new Ramp Front
Sight and adjustable Stepped Leaf Rear
Sight. Together they bring out the full
Accuracy potential of the New Model.

Shoot Target, Small Game. This sleek New

Benjamin stands alone for its Power —

Convenience — Safety — Workmanship —

Reliability. Choice of BB or 177 or 22,
] See it at your Dealer's today!

« ( No. 340 Cal. BB
$35.95 o 342 cat 22 petiet
~ . No. 347 Cal. 177 Pellet
USE BENJAMIN H-C PELLETS
“*Sized and Lubricated””
For greater accuracy,
tighter groups, no
power loss or jam.
ming due to lopsided’

pellets. Fit all other
guns with Standard

PUSH-PULL SAFETY ON TOP OF STOCK

é Rifling.

s BENJAMIN AIR RIFLE CO.

5 881 Marion St. (:I;!I!MEEG
S St. Louis, Mo. 63104 WRITE

~You Can DEPEND on BENJAMIN

|

Nonte Doubted

In his book on cartridge conver-
sions, Maj. Nonte states that the 6.5 x
55 Mauser cartridge can be formed
from .30-06 brass as follows: Trim to
2.157”; run into 250/3000 die until bolt
will close: expand neck to .263”; fire
form: use .263 bullets. RCBS Inc.,
does not recommend forming 6.5 x 55
Mauser cases from .30-06 brass simple
because the .30-06 case is 101 under
the size of a 6.5 x 55 on the base and
this has to be blown out. The case
might rupture at the base while this
is being done and could blow up the

gun. I am rather incline to go along
with RCBS. but would like to get
Maj. Nonte's reaction.

Arthur Zielsdorf

Vietor, Montana

In theory, the .30-06 cartridge is not
considered suitable for reforming to
6.5 & 35 mm Mauser. The reason for
this is simply that the former case is
roughly .010” to 015" smaller in di-
ameter at the base than the latter.
The assumption is that this additional
amount of expansion on the altered
30 case if fired might result in a case
split. This can happen if the case is of
unusually soft brass. or has been over
stressed by previous firings with
higher-than-normal loads. My per-
sonal experience covers the firing of
approximately 2000 rounds loaded to
pressures of 40,000-45.000 psi in such
reformed cases. In all of that firing,
only one or two minor case splits re-
sulted and they did not release gas
back into the action due to their very
small size and placement well into the
chamber. Frankly. I see mo strong
reason for using reformed cases when
Norma-Precision offers new brass in
this caliber at reasonable prices. My
original forming methods were worked
up a number of years ago when such
cases were not available—G.N.

Sodia Combination Gun

I have a combination gun: 166A
shotgun over rifle barrel which
marked 749.32. Also on the rifle barrel
is the number 7.26 VIII 16269. Barrel
length is 24”. On top of the shotgun
barrels are the words, “Bohler Blitz
Stahl.” On the sighting plane are the
words “Franz Sodia Fer.” The gun
has Ferlack proofs and smokeless
proofs. The action, barrel and forearm
hardware are all stamped with the
number 64. The action, locks, trigger
guard and sighting plane are all in
silver, engraved with scenes of rabbits
and deer. The gun is in excellent con-
dition and all original with the excep-

is

tion of the stock and forearm which I
had to replace. Any information con-
cerning the origin or history of this
gun would be appreciated.

George H. Morgan
Trenton, Tenn,

It is impossible to accurately evalu-
ate your gun without physical inspec-
tion, Franz Sodia was active in Fer-
lach from abowt 1946-56. Many of his
guns were of high quality and in the
S600-900.00 price range. Some custom
jobs ran considerably higher—and
featured really superb engraving. I
don’t think that more than a few hun-
dred over/under rifle-shotgun combi-
nations were made: Stoeger imported
Franz Sodia guns for a short time
about ten years ago. Unless the res-
tocking job on your gun was done by
a qualified expert, it will seriously af-
feet its market value, adversely.—S.B.

Building A Bullpup

Could you please give me some in-
formation on bullpup rifles? I realize
these are not too popular and have
never seen any articles on them in
any of the various gun magazines. |
plan to have a friend build a bullpup
in .22/250 with a Mauser 98 action.

What barrel length would you recom-

mend for varmint and target shoot-
ing? What is the most satisfactory
trigger linkage arrangement? Can you
recommend any publications that may
be of help?

Kenneth T. Smith
Allen Park, Mich.

I've seen articles on bullpup rifles
and was even quite interested in one
for myself at one time. I'm unable to
locate the information, however, and
might suggest you write wvarious
gunsmiths listed in the Gun Digest. I
would suggest a fairly heavy 26" bar-
rel. A bullpup brings the muzzle
plenty close to you even with a long
barrel. My personal enthusiasm for
the bullpup isn’t too high. After doing
a lot of thinking about it, I fail to see
any advantages and don’t relish the
idea of having my face right over the
action. And, being an old target
shooter, and still following the game
somewhat, the fact remains that very
few of them are being used. If the ad-

vantages were worthwhile, a great
many would be in use.—W.S."
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“Impossible Question™

I own a .222 Remington and would
like to know if there is anyway to
make this rifle powerful enough to
drop 400-500 1b. black bear with one
shot. If this is possible, what must I
do to the rifle? One other question:
have you ever heard of crosshairs
moving in a Redfield scope? I can't
seem to get my shots grouped at all.
One shot will hit in a 134" circle at
200 yards and the rest will be off to
the left,

Richard G. Urban
Eglin AFB, Fla.

You ask a question impossible to
answer, Your .222 Remington will
produce instantaneous. one-shot kills
on black bear with perfect bullet
placement at reasonable ranges. This
means simply a brain or spine shot.
Without that type of bullet placement,
your .222 just might make a large
bear very angry. On the other hand,
incorrect bullet placement will not
produce either good or quick kills re-
gardless of the caliber used. Generally
speaking, 1 would consider the .243
Winchester or 6 mm Remington car-
tridges of minimum size and power
for black bear. Conversion of your
rifle to either of those calibers would
be more costly than trading it in on a
new one. Redfield scopes are normally
very well made and shifting of eross-
hairs (reticle) is highly unlikely. I
suggest you test the rifle very care-
fully from a bench rest and determine
what type of accuracy it is producing.
Make certain all scope and mount
serews are tight and that the rifle is
properly bedded in the stock. These
factors are more likely to cause trou-
ble you are encountering than any
scope defect.—G.N.

W. Jeffry & Son Rifle

Recently my son forwarded to me a
single shot rifle, caliber .32 Long Colt
or short Colt, with octagon barrel,
and hammer which cocks by hand, tip
open similar to older model hammer
type shotguns. The shoulder stock is
very slender and is finally checkered.
There is a small forestock which is
also finely checkered. The lever for
opening the breech is found on the
right hand side just adjacent to the
hammer. The rear sight is made up of
three (3) pieces. One, for 50 yards, is
fixed and has a vee in the top.The
rest of this rear sight consists of two
(2) leaves which are hinged and just
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ahead of the fixed sight. One i
marked 100 for the 100 range and the
other is marked 150. The butt plate
appears to be a hard rubber material
and is mounted with two (2) screws.
In the center is an indented area
which is reminiscent of the old cameo
pins. This area contains a picture of a
dove on a branch. The top section of
the barrel contains a fine engraved
area for the entire length of the barrel
except for an area approximately four
(4) inches long just behind the rear
sight. In this area one can clearly
make out the name W. Jeffery & Son,
Plymouth. No. 2121. Despite our
searching, we can find no other mark-
ings of any nature on this rifle. Can
vou please provide some information
concerning the manufacture of this
piece, when it was made and where,
plus it's approximate value, if any.
Generally, the rifle is in fair condition
throughout. Both my son and I have
fired this piece and it is as fine and
accurate a piece as one would desire
in something of obvious age such as
this.

John T. Leary

Santa Clara, Cal.

Your W. Jeffery & Son single shot
rifle is of English origin and from
your description sounds like what is
called a Rook rifle used by the gentry
on their estates. I'm sure it is a fine
weapon and it would be next to im-
possible to replace anything of its
quality of manufacture today. Without
seeing the condition of your rifle I
would not hesitate to put a minimum
of 890 as its value and possibly more
if condition merits.—R.M,

Metal Trigger Guard

For Remington 600 Carbine
Can you tell me of a company that

makes aluminum or steel alloy trigger

guards for the Remington 600 Car-

bine.

Ian Swift
Fremont, Cal.

So far, I know of no one making a
metal trigger guard-floor plate wunit
for the Remington M600 Carbine. This
has come up many times and I feel
that if we keep at it, the manufacturer
just might see the light and offer us
this rifle with a choice of metal or
nylon. After all, they are certainly
equipped for the job and could offer it
at the lowest price. Perhaps the pub-
lication of this will shed some further
light on the subject—W.S,

'HUNTERS WON'T
'BELIEVE ME. ..

til they try my new game calling
| sounds and instructions!

I'se the right calling methods . . . make the right
sounds, and deer will almost run over you...
crows will fly to within a few feer of your head
. .. foxes, bobcats, coyotes, wolves, coons and
many others will come to you as fast as they can
run, day or night, year-'round!

SEASON'S NOW OPEN ON MANY OF THESE!

SEND NO MONEY!

If you want to call SUCCESSFULLY with ANY
METHOD or ANY TYPE OF EQUIPMENT,
write me today. I'll send you a FREE folder
filled with game calling photos . . . thrilling
stories about game calling . . . and I'll tell you
the right way to get started.

Send me your name and zip code NOW! A card
or letter will do.

Johnny Stewart
Box 1909, Dept. GM-29 Waco, Teagus 76703

on how to become a

GAME WARDEN

Fish-Wildlife Manager

Forester, Gov't Hunter
or Aid or Assistant Type
Positions that require

OPPORTUNITIES FOR
YOU IN YOUR STATE?

SECURITY-RETIREMENT .
LOW LIVING COSTS-GOOD PAY & :
Mot conservation ¢areers crmii "
- ‘ 49
\i FREE! 3 GUIDES!

Home Study €

HEALTHFUL OUTDOOR LIFE 1tard
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s, bron. i vibrant good N
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JIEETG T
VACATION JOBS FOR STUDENTS
Na erience or | " e

| 4500 Campus Or., University Plaza, Newport, Calif. 92660

Rush 20-page Fact Book on exciting Conservation Career, “JOBS FOR
| P

| SPORTSMEN — How & Where lo get Them" & 3-mo, subscription to
1 Conservation Magazine — ALL FREE! No salesman w
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WINGSHOOTER'S

FHE HANDBOOK

Every shotgun man should read this book. Learn
the straight facts about shotgun chokes and how 3
they Imau Chapters on patterns, ballistics, - -
e

porntlnaandswung gun fit, etc. New Poly-Choke
mndels and Ventilated Ribs illustrated.

04 m EEED Tunxis St., Hartford, Conn. 06101

NEW 63 PAGE

FREE! ciraios

PISI0l Maoazines

& MISC. GUN PARTS

New, hard-to-find imported
and domestic magazines
and gun parts. Over 250
illustrations of pistols and
gun parts. Send today for
this valuable catalog.

TRIPLE K MFG. CO.
P. 0. Box 20312 Dept. B.
San Dlego Callf 92120

DIGITAL CHRONOGRAPH

OEHLER RESEARCH

Measure wvolocity with highest accu-
racy. Proven by experts in  lab
and field tests. Free test data and
feports. S89.95 plus 2.00 shipping.

. Box 9135G
.ﬂu»l n, Texas TB756

fog
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HELL PRIMERS

oo SHOTS
w.ac-rlsnn e

THE NEW AND UNIQUE SELF-IDENTIFYING
PRIMER PACK, “THE QUICK-PICK PAK.” A
SAFETY FEATURE WHICH ALLOWS QUICK
SELECTION OF PRIMERS TO PREVENT
MIXING OF TYPES ON YOUR LOADING
BENCH. ANOTHER CONVENIENCE FOR
THE HANDLOADER . . . FROM CCl.

SEE YOUR LOCAL CC! DEALER OR WRITE
FOR FREE BROCHURE

OMARK -CC/ Inc.

x 856
LEWJ'STON IDAHO 83501

— “a‘-‘;"-'-'-‘n"ﬂ'e OMARK

INDUSTRIES
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| lands shooting.

New Garcia-Beretta Shotguns

The Garcia-Beretta Company, tak-
ing a page from the Remington book,
has developed two shotguns on one
receiver. The first of these is a 12
gauge autoloader, the second is a 12
pump repeater. These are functionally
fine shotguns. Both have the same feel
and balance about them. Sighting is
the same and weight and length is
identical. There is a fifteen dollar dif-
ference in price. The autoloader,
known as the AL-2, sells for $200. The
pump gun, designated the SL-2, for
$185.

The automatic is gas-operated. Two
gas ports, just forward of the maga-
zine tube,

turn slaps the operating rod. There

while the shot
This is

is a fractional delay
charge is still in the barrel.
necessary so that sufficient pressures

will be maintained to surely function
the action. The bolt locks into the bar-
rel extension and there is a positive
disconnector which blocks the firing
pin until the bolt is completely locked.
Both shotguns have a handsome,
streamlined look about them. The re-
ceiver is a lightweight alloy, fetching-
ly blued and mounted with a high
chromium-plated breechblock. A
raised ventilated rib, of alloyed steel,
is standard equipment. Stocks are of
European walnut and nicely check-
ered at pistol grip and forestock.
Barrel lengths range from 26 inches
for the improved cylinder boring
through 28 for the modified and 30
inches for the full choke. Weight is 7
pounds for the 26-inch barrel. This
makes both guns essentially for up-
Magnum loads are not

syphon off the hot stufl
| which impinges on a piston which in

GUN RACK

for this feathery gun weight.

Stock runs 14'5” length of pull by
115" drop at comb by 2'%4"drop at
heel. These are good, useable stoclk
specs. There is no recoil pad, there
should be one. The trigger pull on the
auto was clean with a weight of 375
Ibs. The pull on the pumpgun was
likewise sharp and fast-breaking. It
“broke™ at 3% pounds. The safety is
the crossholt type and is located in
the forward end of the trigger guard.

Four hundred and fifty-two shots
through the autoloader were pooped
off without a bobble. These were tar-
get and field loads. The gun is easy to
load. Also simple to unload without
shuffling the cartridges through the
action. The pump repeater was fired
378 shots. Performance was perfect. A
box of 2%;” magnum loads was fired.
These kicked! The shotgun is too light
for magnum shells.

Both shotguns are bored improved
cylinder. Baretta marks this boring
with 4 Xs on the barrel. Patterns at
25 yards were uniformerly good from
both guns. Fired at skeet the auto-
matic broke 96 targets, four rounds of
24 each. The pump was not shot at

skeet.
These are first-water scatterguns.
Light, fast-handling, highly respon-

sive and accurate shooting. With the
addition of a recoil pad each gun
would be a welcome addition to any
quail shooter’s battery.

A “Minuteman™

H & Rifle

Hopkins & Allen is an old name in
our arms industry, dating back rough-
ly a full century. During the hard
times between our two biggest wars,
it simply couldn’t stay in business, so
H & A arms disappeared from the
scene—though untold thousands from
earlier production continued in use.
Not until the 1950s did the H & A
name again appear on new guns.
Numrich Arms had bought all that
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remained of H & A and begun manu-
facture of new, muzzel loading arms
under the name. Now, a relatively
wide variety of Hopkins & Allen muz-
zel loading guns is available, all com-
pletely manufactured in this country.
Newest is the Minuteman kentucky-
style rifle available in both flint and
percussion form. We've been working
with one of each for a few weeks and,
aside from a couple of minor prob-
lems, have enjoyed the experience.
The Minuteman is full-stocked in
maple, with brass furniture, including
brass fore-end cap. The barrel is

pinned to the stock and the large
patch box cover is attached by nu-
merous screws. The barrel is 39” long,
[ull octagon, no taper, .45 or .36 cali-
Typical

ber. non-adjustable open

better than eight on the caplock.

As for shooting, both guns per-
formed well.
using .451-452" round balls and a
thin ticking patch, a charge of 70
grains of FFG produced groups hov-
ering around two inches. A little
time spent refining the patch-ball-
charge combination would, I'm cer-
tain, produce improvement. The bores
are smoothly cut and loading is easy
with either spit or greased patch.

We do have a few adverse com-
ments to make. The percussion gun
hammer is loose and, as already men-
tioned, the lockplate had to be re-
bedded before firing. Steel screws are
used to attach the patch box and look

quite out of place surrounded by all |
that brass. The butt plates are formed |

sights of the 18th Century pattern are
dovetailed into the barrel. Hammer,
barrel, and breech plug and tang are
blued, furniture and lock plate fin-
ished bright.

Performance-wise, the sample .45
caliber flintlock worked fine from the
beginning—however, the caplock re-
quired some work. The hammer did
not strike the nipple properly until
the lock plate inletting was reworked.
Trigger pulls on both were rather
heavy; about six pounds for the flint,

Revised Speer 9 mm Bullet
Nearly two years back, Speer Prod-
ucts introduced the first domestic fac-
tory-produced expanding bullet for
use in the various 9 mm pistol car-
tridges. Of 125 grains weight and
round-nose form with considerable
lead exposed beyond the jacket, it
performed very well in numerous dif-
ferent 9 mm cartridges and pistols.
This bullet has now been revised.
In 9 mm (.355" diameter) it now has
& shallow, wedge-shape, smooth can-
nelure approximately 0.155” from the
base. In this form, the 9 mm Parabel-
lum (Luger) case may be crimped in
the cannelure to produce correct
loaded cartridge length. Crimping
most other 9 mm cases in the can-
nelure also produces an acceptable
overall length. Crimping in these cali-
bers isn’'t normally necessary, but
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from sheet brass that is cut and bent
to shape sloppily, leaving gappy joints
—something better is expected on a
$180 gun. Neither butt plate nor patch
box are polished. They've been
sanded simultaneously with the stock,
leaving a rough finish that should be
polished on a gun in this price range.

Available in percussion or flintlock,
36 or .45 caliber, maple or cherry
stock, at $179.50 from Numrich
Arms, West Hurley, New York.—Maj.
George C. Nonte, Jr.

some handloaders prefer to and will
welcome the change. This bullet has
also been my favorite for use in the
.38 Colt Super Automatic. In spite of
being theoretically .002” undersize for
.38 barrels, it has given me excellent
accuracy. Our hest loads have been
6.0 grains of Unique in 9 mm Parabel-
lum and 7.5 grains in the .38 Super.
The same bullet is now offered in
357" diameter for .38 Special and .357
Mdgnum use. A deeper serrated can-
nelure is positioned farther forward
to provide correct overall length when
the .357 Magnum case is crimped
therein. Loading data isn’t available
for this one yet, but is promised by
Speer in the near future. We'll pass
it on as soon as it comes in. Both of
these new bullets are at your Speer
dealer’s shop at $3.75 per C.—
Maj. George C. Nonte, Jr.

At 50 yards from rest,

|

QA Free
Spring
Catalog
Ready
February 15

p— = Fully illustrated

: e 100 pages of
camping special-
ties, fishing
tackle. clothing
and footwear
for men and
women. Featur-
ing practical
outdoor items,
many of our
own manufae-
lure.

L. L. Bean, Ine.
242 Main St., Freeport. Maine 04032
Fishing, Camping and Hunting
Specialties

Nnn—Tll)(ll: SURFACE HARI]EHER

for guns, tools and parts
KASENIT COMPOUNDS

Safe, fast and easy to use
Kasenlit Compound penetrates
deep to eliminate soft spots
and warping. Kasenit is abso-
lutely SAF E—non-toxic, non-
explosive. At your local industrial
distributor or write us for free
Booklet R.

KASENIT COMPANY = 52 King st., Mahwah, N.J.

KASENIT

Get higher
skeet scores... $1.95

D. Lee Braun.an 18-time skeet All-American,
teaches you to shoot skeet. He has personally
taught many world champions. Now he shows
you how to be a winner at skeet. And then
directly relates each skeet shot with the kind of
shots you get in the field.

You get 160 pages of practical information.
Together with 129 easy-to-follow photos and
diagrams. Plus a giant (22'5°x 23") pullout chart
of diagrammed skeet fundamentals.

ORDER NOW. Just send $1.95 cash, check or
money order. You will receive your hook by
mail, postpaid. The supply of books is limited.
Mail this coupon TODAY.

Remington,

Skeet Book

P.O. Box 206, Fairfield. Conn. 06430 Dept. J

Please send me copies of “Skeet Shooting
With D, Lee Braun.” I enclose $1.95 for each copy
requested,

Name

Address o i 8

11

City _ State _Zip
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OUR MAN IN

By CARL WOLFF

FIREARMS INDUSTRY TAKES GUTS STAND TO
HEAD OFF REGISTRATION

In a statement presented to the Na-
tional Commission on Causes and Preven-
tion of Violence, meeting here in Wash-
ington during Congressional adjourn-
ment, the major part of the American
firearms manufacturers have publicly
supported an identification card system
for gun owners. It took guts in view of
possible sales reaction. It was, how-
ever, one of the smartest moves the
firearms fraternity could have made.

Supporting the stand are Remington
Arms Company, Inc., Winchester-Western,
Savage Arms, Ithaca Gun Company, High
Standard Manufacturing Company, 0. F.
Mossberg & Sons, Inc., Federal Cartridge
Company, Harrington & Richardson, Inc.,
and Marlin Firearms Company.

The recommendation presents an alter-
native to the Commission instead of reg-
istration of individual guns and their
owners. Under the industry's proposal,
there will be no prospective confisca-
tionlist of firearms. And, card holders
would be able to buy firearms out of his
resident state and ship and receive
them,.

The identification cards would be is-
sued like drivers' licenses by the
state, and the individuals, like the
driver, could operate or own as many
firearms as he chose.

The U. S. has already had two hand-
picked Presidential Commissions that
recommended registration and offered
nothing in return to the gun owners.
Gun owners, would, under the previous
commissions' plans, be listed with the
criminal records division of the Justice
Department's criminal information cen-
ter.

WASHINGTON -

Serving as Co-directors of the new
commission's "Task Force on Firearms,"
are: George D. Newton, Jr., attorney and
partner in the firm of Kirkland, Ellis,
Hodson, Chaffetz and Masters, Chicago,
I11l, ; and Frank Zimring, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Law, Research Associate, Cen-
ter for Studies in Criminal Justice,
University of Chicago. These were the
two staffers who assembled information
for the commissioners on the causes and
possible cures of firearms violence.

The committee's first day of hearings
on firearms legislation set the tone of
things to come. Witness Sheldon Cohen,
Commissioner, IRS, one of the leaders
in the Johnson Administration for gun
control, made his usual comments. Next,
Arthur Sills, Attorney General of New
Jersey, who pushed through that state's
registration legislation, called for
national registration. Regular readers
will recall Sills from the infamous
anti-gun hearings held by Sen. Thomas
Dodd.

The only new piece of information de-
veloped thus far by the commission's
hearings was that since the enactment
of the New Jersey anti-gun law, gun
crimes have jumped several percentage
points. Sills also disclosed that there
is much pressure building in the state
to repeal the law.

The third witness was a real corker.
Norval Morris, from the Center for
Studies of Criminal Justice at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, was the most anti-
gun witness this GUNS contributor has
ever heard in fifteen years of covering
Washington. Registration wasn't enough
forthiswitness. He suggested that fire-
arms should be confiscated and the po-
lice disarmed! (continued on next page)
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Morris, who used to represent Aus-
tralia as a delegate to several United
Nation’s Congresses on Human Rights,
described himself as afraid to keep a
firearm in his home. He used to have
one, he told the commission, but it
worried him so much he got rid of it.

(Maybe you readers have noticed
something in the above coverage. Yep,
the witness Morris and the commis-
sion’s co-director on the “Firearms
Task Force.” are colleagues at the
University of Chicago.)

Into this den of confusion repre-
sentatives of the domestic firearms
stuck their heads. represented by Dr.
Philip Burdett, vice president and as-
sistant general manager of Remington
Arms, the fraternity spoke.

As far back June 1968 many
companies backed his present state-
ment publicly, he pointed out. The
most effective federal controls would
be to regulate interstate shipments of
rifles and shotguns to individuals, he
suggested.

In addition, states desiring stricter
controls might consider the enactment
of firearms owners’ identification card
statutes similar in purpose to those
now in effect in the states of Illinois
and Massachusetts. At the same time,
he emphasized their opposition to the
registration of individual firearms on
the grounds that it has no demon-
strated utility in curbing ecrime and
violence, would require a great deal
of red tape and paperwork, and would
be extremely costly to operate.

Apparently, Dr. Burdett's comments
carried weight. The Commission short-
ly thereafter called for an independent
study on the cost of registration.
While the study, at this writing, has
not been completed, conservative esti-

as

mates put registration at $25 gun.

During the commission firearms
hearings, Luis M. Neco, Deputy Com-
missioner in Charge of Licensing, for
the New York City Police Depart-
ment, stated that the Sullivan Law
had become an expensive proposition
for New York. But, he would not set
a dollar figure for the commission.
The price charged the applicant, he
stated, did not begin to cover the cost.

Later, this GUNS contributor
pinned the witness down. He stated
the city “often spends more than $500
dollars processing an application un-
der the Sullivan Law.” On a federal
level, the cost could double.

Dr. Burdett, on the other side of the
picture, stated that under existing
federal law, the states will now be
able to enact controls on the owner-
ship and use of firearms within their
borders with a reasonable expectation
of compliance. He said that the man-
ufacturers supporting his statement
feel that the only type of state legisla-
tion which can reasonably be expected
to contribute further to the reduction
of erime and violence is the licensing
of all persons who could legally own,
possess, or use, firearms.

He pointed out that such a system
might help to weed out ownership and
possession of guns by some irrespon-
sible elements in our society.

Copies of a Model Firearms Own-
er's Identification Card Bill, which
was prepared by the industry, were
submitted by Dr. Burdett. Under his
proposal, a card holder could own as
many guns as he liked. Thus, there
would be only the initial cost of issu-
ing the card and the government
would not have a prospective
confiscation list of firearms.

|

by F. Wilkinson

The Secretary of the British
Armour

photos from the U.S.,

the three centuries
highwaymen the world over.

bayvonets . .

and other details.

Book Department. GUNS Magazine
8150 N. Central Park Ave.
Skokie, . 60076

Send my copy of
Check or money order enclosed for $4.95

NAME

FLINTLOCK PISTOLS

Arms and
Societyv—with commissioned
England, France,
Germany, Italy, Scotland, Spain—describes
the changes in styles and decorations over
of the flintlock’s use

by soldiers, pioneers, householders,
Includes
single, double, triple barrels; spring

. diagrams of lock mechanisms

i 1 o e e P e T $4.95

FLINTLOCK PISTOLS right away.

and

GB-3

ADDRESS -

CITY _STATE

zip

665
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... only the Hornady Handbook
tells you what your reloads will do!

e
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Stop guessing about
ballistic performance.
The new Hornady Hand-
book gives complete
ballistics answers for your
favorite handload, remal
energy, bullet drop, bullet pat
trajectory —clear out to 500 ):ﬂ’“ Easy tc
understand—available only in the new
Hornady Handbook.

At your dealer’s or send $3.5010:

ornady BULLETS

HORNADY MANUFACTURING CO
Dept. G Grand lsiand, Netr. G8R01

Mustang Grips

STILL HAND
FITTED &
FINISHED IN
WALNUT &
ROSEWOOD

Send 10c For Brochure
MUSTANG GRIPS

P.O. Box 4
Sunnymead, Calif, 82588

‘[m PISTOL CARTRIDGE DIES
USERS REPORT

OVER 1,000,000 GUARANTEED FOR 200,000
LONG LIFE » NO SCRATCHING - NO GALLING

MANUFACTURED BY
Die & Co.

cementeo cazene. CARBOLOY  cmaot many

P. O. BOX 226 COVINA, CALIF.

Build Your Own
GUN CABINET

It’s EASY! With
Guuberth © Plans & Kits

All details on I]nl K'l- and
Hard M els are
listed 1 '\] . ' PAGE
”Hundbook —Cutu!og,
3 lor! Also

v SOLID GUN
BLUE CREME
| srano |

Instant bluing in a
jar. Wipe on — chemi-
cally produces a deep
even bluing that can
be blended into orig-
inal blue.
Won't streak, spot or
rub off. Gives a rich
mirror like finish as
you rub it in.

$1.98

G"’““ Blu

Jet-Aer Corporation, Paterson, New Jersey 07524 usa
excl. Canadian dist., Canadian Ind. Ltd.. Montreal, Que.,




40 TIMBERED ACRES
$1650 TOTAL PRICE
WASH. IDAHO MONT.

|
|
$50 Down - $25 month, in Northern ‘
Idaho, Northeastern Washington,
and Western Montana. In the heart
of lakes and big game country. All
covered with growing timber. Ac-
cess, Title insurance with each
tract. This is select land with natu-
ral beauty, recreational and invest-
ment values. We have tracts of |
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HE NERVES ALL come to an end

in the tip of the trigger finger.
Not in the last joint, now mind vou,
but in the very end. That is the part
of the finger that should be placed
against the trigger. It is the most
sensitive and sensitivity has a lot to
do with a well coordinated squeeze.
Few people, they say, know how tall
they are. An even larger number
don’t know how much the trigger
weighs on their favorite rifle. They
have never put the pull to the test.
They have snapped the gun and reck-
on it is pretty good. It should be
tested.

There isn't anything more important
about the winning shot, whether on
game or target, than the trigger let-
off. Shooters fuss around about the
goodness of the barrel, the bedding of
the stock. the selection of a glass
sight, and the preciseness of the load
and then forget that neither any one
of these nor all together really make
the gun hit. It is more in the trigger
getaway. It should not be slighted.
Nor neglected. Nor overlooked.

A trigger, whether on a rifle, a shot-
gun or a handgun should be weighed.

Not with a pair of fisherman’s scales—
these kind that work against a spring
and show a face calibrated in pounds
—but with a dead weight. This type of
weight is attached to a long L-shaped
rod which rests against the trigger
when the gun is held upright and at
the other end is a series of weights in
pounds and ounces. In using this kind

POINT BLANK

By COL. CHARLES ASKINS

of trigger weight the gun is lifted ver-
tically and carries the assorted
weights with it. The weights may be
added or removed in 1-o0z. increments.
Usually the tester starts with a weight
which is below that needed to break
the sear. He lifts the gun and the
hammer does not fall. He lowers it
and adds a 1-oz. weight to those on
the rod. He lifts the gun again. If the
sear still holds, he lowers the piece
once more and adds another ounce
weight., This is continued until the
sear lets go and the hammer falls. He
then adds up the weights on the rod
and knows exactly what the trigger
pulls. It is mighty surprising some-
times just how heavy it really is!

The pull on a highpowered hunting
rifle should be between three and four
pounds. I prefer the pull to be nearer
the lower limit. A shotgun should be
four pounds. The .22 target handgun
wants to be 214 to 3 pounds and the
centerfire handgun three pounds. With
the .45 auto, four pounds. The pull,
whether on rifle, scattergun or pistol,
must break cleanly with no percepti-
ble movement. And once the sear has
been released there can be no over-
travel—that is movement rearward
while the hammer is falling. Any
creep, movement in the trigger after
the pressure has commenced, any
softness or sponginess or variations in
pull from shot to shot, are ruinous to
good shooting.

There is a certain school of marks-
manship that teaches you should not
want to know when the trigger will let
go. This is pure hocum. You have got
to be so well acquainted with the
trigger that you know within a frac-
tion of an ounce when the pressure is
all taken up. A gun, when it is aimed,
is never still. It is always moving.
Maybe off a benchrest, or from the
prone, the sway is very slight never-
theless it is there. And offhand it is
considerable. Unless you have such
an understanding of your trigger as to
be able to “break” it precisely when
you want, you will shoot mighty
ordinarily.

The same is true of the scattergun.
Just because the smoothbore is fired
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while it is swinging and is not a pre-
cise sort of tool but covers quite an
area with its pattern, does not mean
that the trigger must not be clean and
sweet-breaking. And the gunner has
got to be intimate enough with that
trigger to mash it precisely when the
lead is right. A shotgun pull that is
too hard—and many run six and sev-
en pounds—will account for a great
many misses. And it does not matter
wheather at trap. in quail cover, or in
the duck blind. By the same token a
pull that is long and raspy, with a
creep that cannot be taken up with
one pressure, will ruin the best lead.

Aim with the scattergun is not like
the aim taken with a rifle. With the
smoothbore the aim is something that
is accomplished as a part of a move-
ment. The gun is lifted, slammed into
the shoulder, and all this time the
gunner is swinging the piece from be-
hind and below the mark. As the bar-
rels come into the flight line of the
target the lead should be exactly right,
or very nearly so, the trigger is
pressed in that instant. If the sear
breaks promptly, sharply, and pre-
cisely, no harm will be done to the
lead. The game will be hit and killed.
If, however, the trigger is too heavy,
or too draggy, or is not the four
pounds we have spoken of, the shot
is likely to be a miss.

Many shotgun triggers have a bad
over-travel. That is, after the sear is
released and the hammer commences
to fall the trigger keeps right on mov=-
ing rearward. This backlash is cov-
ered up by the explosion and recoil.
Unlike the rifle and the handgun
where over-travel is a serious thing it
is not so critical in the scattergun.
It should not be there but it does not
do the harm that does occur in the
rifled arms.

Over-travel in the pistol is a bad
fault for it is going on while the bul-
let is traveling up the bore. It moves
the gun and this does harm to the hit.
It makes calling the shot difficult and
confuses the shooter. All the better
handguns these days have trigger
stops in them so that the false move=
ment is halted the very instant the
sear is cammed out of engagement
with the trigger. This is as it should
be.

Many rifles have no trigger stop in
the assembly. There is a movement
that is perceptible when you know

r§) True to the tradition of its heritage . . .

A friend for life!

Want to own a knife that will never let you down, that will trulvy become
a lifetime companion? Then choose a Buck Knife! For three genera-
tions Buck Knives have been hand-crafted. Their blades of high-
carbon Buck Steel are guaranteed to hold an edge better than any
other knife known. And rugged, phenolic handles give unrivaled tough-
ness and durability to these masterpieces of skilled
craftsmanship. See the whole range of Buck Knives at
your dealer today. Write for free copy: “Knife Know-

How;" Buck Knives, 6588 Federal Boulevard,
San Diego, California 92114,

™ —

FAMOUS FOR HOLDING AN EDGE

what to look for. Some triggers now

have an adjusting serew which will |

eliminate all this play. Others do not.
When false movement in the trigger
really plays hob with the shot is when
the shooter must get a shot away off-
hand. The gun isn’t still, and when
he tries to coordinate the swing of |
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the sights with the game, the little
movement in the trigger the
hammer has commenced to fall can
account for a hit much wider than the
marksman had anticipated.

after

There are some excellent accessory
triggers on the market these days for
all the better rifles. These triggers
are made and fitted with a degree of
precision that is a delight to behold—
a good deal like a fine watch. With
an accessory like the Canjar trigger or
the Timney, it is possible to adjust the
pull to three pounds and then elimi-
nate all the perceptible movement in
the trigger. I do not mean visible
movement after the sear has broken
but before. You can press a Canjar
trigger and watch it closely and never
see any movement at all. And yet the
sear will be released and the gun
fired. These accessory triggers are
somewhat expensive but worth all
they cost.

In any consideration of the weight
of the pull, that is whether to be satis-
fied with a five-lb. trigger on the
hunting rifle or go down to only
three lbs., the lighter weight is the
better. It is easier to press away, is
less disturbing to the aim, is done
more quickly, and there is less tend-
ency to flinch with the lighter pull.
The average hunting rifle weighs
eight pounds. If it has a five-lb. trig-
ger this means that 55 of the weight
of the arm must be exerted against
the trigger to get it to go off. This is
conducive to a poor shot when that
poundage is dropped on that curved
piece of iron known as the trigger.

Shooting skeet every week, I was
averaging a regular 949 with an
over/under that had four pounds on
the first trigger and 5% pounds on
the second. After 10 rounds of skeet
I hauled the trigger mechanism out
of the stock and brought the second
trigger down to 4V pounds, the elimi-
nation of a full pound of weight. On
the next 10 rounds of skeet I had an
average of 969 . It would have been
the same in the field with triggers like
that. Despite the fact that the second
trigger—like the first—was clean and
snappy it was simply too heavy.

As a practice for the game fields I
shoot a good deal with a 10-1b. rifle, a
22 long rifle, from the sitting posi-
tion. Sitting is the most useable of
all the positions in hunting game. It
pays to practice it a lot so that those
muscles you use are accustomed to the
pose. You train them to support the
rifle in a steady, strain-free position.
The rifle, an Anschutz, is a target gun
and a good one. But the trigger was a
mite on the heavy side. It weighed
3% pounds on the dead weight test.
My scores, as an average for the last

300 shots, ran 93.4%. I adjusted the
pull, it is readily adjustable, and
brought it down to 214 pounds. The
average, for the following 500 shots,
was hiked to 94.1%,. Trigger pull is a
critical thing and the lighter it is
made, within reason, the less work to
handle the trigger.

The best of the centerfire handguns
for all-around use is the S&W Model
39, the double-action 9 mm automatic.
It weighs only 2615 oz. The trigger as
it comes from the factory is four to
five pounds. When you put four to
five pounds pressure against a gun
that only weighs 114 lbs. you generate
a lot of tremble. And poor shooting.
This was my case until I reduced the
pull to three pounds. This is about as
low as you can go safely. The second
generation pistol in this family, the
excellent Model 52, an automatic for
the .38 wadcutter cartridge, a bigger
pistol weighing 41 oz., has a pull as it
comes from the factory of three to
four pounds. This pull can be safely
reduced to 2% lbs. and at this level it
is then approximately the same as the
weight of the gun. This pistol is the
easiest to shoot of any of the centerfire
handguns, either automatic or revolv-
er. The trigger pull has a lot to do
with its topflight performance.

ONE OF THE PRIME goals of the
ammo maker when developing a new
hunting cartridge is high velocity. Su-
per speed is a big selling point and it
gets a lot of attention from the design
boys. One reason the magnum cart-
ridge is so popular is due to its hyper
velocity. It steps along faster than its
standard counterpart and for that rea-
son has more oomph. Huntsmen, when
they turn to reloading their own, al-
ways seek a hot gamelands load for
its wallop. It is axiomatic that they
strive for plenty of speed.

Despite the interest and the obvious
need for more velocities in our con-
tinuing round of development, the
speedy cartridge has come along pret-
ty slowly. The .30 caliber is a good
example. The .30-06 drives a 180-gr.
bullet 2750 fps. Its big brother coun-
terpart, the magnum. achieves only
3150 feet per second. A difference of
400 fps, it is true, but at the cost of
many years of developmental effort. In
1936, the .220 Swift was born. It hit
4100 fps with a 48-grain bullet and
that was 33 years ago. Nothing to top
this has come along since.

There is a certain amount of inter-
est currently in the .17 caliber. This is
a peewee that fires a bullet weighing
from 18 to 25 grains. The best this tiny
slug can do is to about equal the .220
Swift. Top velocities hover in the
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4100-feet-per-second level. If speed
gets much over this mark the bullet
tends to vaporize. There is no stand-
ardized .17 cal. cartridge. It is a wild-
catter’s proposition. Most of the cur-
rent lot of seventeen caliber cartridges
are made up on the .222 or the .223
cases. It is simple to go to a bigger
case and thus get more propellant but
the pipsqueak slug under velocities
that hit the 4500 fps plateau tends to
break up, apparently along the rifling
marks left in the jacket.

In 1934, Harold Gerlich, a German
engineer, came to this country with
his Halger rifle. It was a squeeze-bore
job. At the breech end it was a .50
caliber but at the muzzle only a .30.
The bullet was a peculiar one with a
folded skirt on it which was pressed
back into the body of the projectile as
it traversed the tapered bore. The rifle
and the cartridge were tested at Aber-
deen, Maryland by the ordnance de
partment and velocities of 5,000 fps

were achieved, but only at the cost of
excessively high breech pressures.
Gerlach died in 1935 and the devel-

rifle and its load
stopped then. It was revived during
World War II when the Wermacht
used to a limited extent an anti-tank
rifle that was a squeeze-bore. The
barrel tapered from 40 mm to 25 mm.
It had the selfsame folded-skirt prin-
ciple on the round as did the Gerlach
bullet. Velocities were reported in
the 4,000 fps bracket. This gave the
projectile a lot of range and a flat
trajectory but it was inaccurate. High-
Iy inaccurate. The trouble was in the
folded skirting which did not press
downward into the recesses smoothly
and evenly. It was rough and jagged
and dynamically played hell with the
flight characteristics of the missile.
But velocities were certainly pleasing
high.

The Army medical corps, while
studying the effect of gunshot wounds,
placed a steel sphere weighing 15.4
grains within a wooden sabot and
fired it at velocities which attained
4330 fps. The sabot was in two pieces
and separated and fell away when the
missile was free of the bore. The fir-
ing was done from a .30 caliber rifle.
Occasionally the wooden shielding
about the steel projectile simply pul-

opment of his
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verized under the pressures gener-
ated.

What seems to be the limitations on
higher velocities? Is it pressures. bar-
rels, cartridge casings, powders, or the
bullet? Ordinarily we limit our load-
ings to the vicinity of 53.000 psi breech
pressure. To go higher puts a dan-
gerous strain on the rifle action and
it also represents the top limits for
the brass casing. Of course it is ex-
ceeded and a good many experiment-
ers get away with it but it certainly
is not to be recommended. The ac-
curacy life of the .220 Swift is about
600 rounds. This is directly related to
the high velocities attained. Other ul-
tra-high velocity cartridges wipe out

bore in comparatively few rounds.
The propellant is burned in such
quantity and in such a constricted
space that the combination of a large
shell with its over supply of powder
in a narrow bore raises temperatures
so high that the steel in the barrel
is washed out.

Despite these problems which are
well known, there are experimenters
who cheerfully sacrifice barrel life to
attain hyper velocities. They select a
huge casing which will hold an im-
mense quantity of powder and then
settle on a relatively small caliber
bullet, with its attendant narrow
bore, and attempt through this com-
bination to achieve very high veloci-
ties. What they achieve then is not
astronomical bullet speeds but rela-
tively small increases out of all pro-
portion to the quantities of propellant
consumed. For you can finally load
so much powder into a big casing as
to see a good part of the energy gen-
erated by the burning propellant used
up in accelerating not the projectile
so much as all the gases traveling up
the bore behind the bullet. And the
energy delivered to the bullet as it
travels up the barrel cannot exceed
in velocity the escape velocities of the
powder gases.

The escape velocity of the powder
gas depends on the molecular weight
of the gas. Temperature also plays its
part. The molecular weight of the
combustion materials is relatively
high: these include hydrogen, nitro-
gen. carbon dioxide, water, and car-
bon monoxide. The greatest velocity
these gases can move up the bore,
and so put pressure behind the bul-
let, is related not only to the escape
velocity of the gases but also is tied
to the velocity of sound of the com-
bustion materials. The velocity of
sound of the gases is hitched to two
factors: one of these is the molecular
weight and the other is the tempera-
ture. As the molecular weight of the

(Continued on page 73)
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“Like A Tall Tree On A Prairie,
He Drew The Lightnings.
And Like That Tree,
He Cast A Long Shadow.”

By E. B. MANN

Yat Garrett’s bullet-studded campaign against Billy
the Kid and other outlawed survivors of the Lineoln
County War in New Mexico Territory
the man-to-man confrontation with the Kid himself in
Pete Maxwell’s bedroom in Fort Sumner. July 11. 1881
made Garrett one of the most famous of all the
Southwest’s gunfighting lawmen.

l'llflnin;llinj_' in
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That fame. p]tl.-a the fact that he, like most of those
lawmen, carried a Colt's Single Action revolver, makes
Garretl a natural choice for inclusion in that exclusive
the Colt’s Fire-
arms Lawman Series. The commemorative Pat Garrett
Model, Colt’s Lawman Series, Colt’s Single Action re-

fraternity of law enforcement heroes

volver, bedded in golden velvet in its black leatherette
presentalion case, is now on the market, a new “must”
for commemorative collectors. These are truly master-
pieces of gun-making artistry, bright with nickel and
j_tuM and Pearlite ;_'I'ipr-' and memories of tall tales of
tall men who ride no more.

There was nothing fancy. however. about the Colt
Single Actions Pat Garrett carried. They were plain
tools, nicked and scratched by use. bright with holster-
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wear. but functionally perfect as tools are when an

owner’s future depends on their performance. The
most famous of the Garrett guns—"the gun that killed
Billy the Kid™lies today in a safe-deposit box in the
vault of a bank in Albuguerque. New Mexico. It is the
property of Jarvis P. Garrett. Pat Garrett’s son. It is
a Colt Single Action with 714 inch barrel, Serial Num.
ber 55003, and it is nol available for inspection by re-
searchers or writers. Jarvis Garrett has no desire to
contribute in any way to any further publicity about
his father.

Another gun publicized as “the gun with which Pat
Garrett killed Billy the Kid™ is a Colt Single Action
said to have been given by Garrett to a friend. with an
“authenticating”™ letter giving the serial number and

. MARCH 1969

Colt .45 (at left) is supposed to be
the gun Pat Garrett used in killing
Billy the Kid. Below, is the same model
in Colt's Commemorative Lawman Series.

stating that = (This is) the Colt’s forty-five . . . with the
dog filed off. and engraved *Wild Bill" on the handle,
This is the gun I put your friend. Billie (sic) the Kid.
out of business with at the Pete Maxwell ranch on July
14, 1882 (sic). Wild Bill had this gun on when Jack
MeCall killed him. and it was sent to me a shorl time
later by his sister .. ”

What a prize for the collector of “celebrity™ guns:
a gun connected with not one but three of the West's
great figures—Hickok. Garrett, and Billy the Kid!
. . . But there are several discrepancies, to stale it
mildly. Hickok’s sidearms. according to such thorough
researchers as Joseph G. Rosa and others,
either cap-and-ball Armies, or Springlield Armory
conversions. or Richards-Mason conversions to the rim

vene WELE
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Pat Garrett (top left) poses with Lawmen John Poe
(center) and James Brent. Below, William H. Bonney.

PAT GARRETT

or center-fire cartridee . . . There is little likelihood that
Hickok used a Peacemaker . . .7

The likelihood that Hickok ever used this “Peacemaker”
is considerably lessened by the fact that its serial number,
as quoted in the letter allegedly written by Garrett. dates
it (according to various published listings of numbers by
years of manufacture) as having been made in 1891—
nearly ten years after Garrett’s meeting with Billy the Kid
in Fort Summer. and some fifteen vears after Hickok was
killed in Deadwood!

Well. Garrett was known as a practical joker: perhaps
this gun (if he ever owned it) and that letter (if he wrote
it) are products of his wry humor.

But the mere identity of a gun is but a mote in the whirl-
winds of controversy that have surrounded Pat Garrett,
during his lifetime and later. Even his death was to pro-
voke Dbitter. long-lasting, and still unsolved controversy.
The same can be said about his crusade as Sherifl against
the outlaw band captained by Billy the Kid. Garrett was
reviled. on the one hand. then and since. as a publicity
seeking bounty hunter: was passionately defended, on the
other hand. as a dedicated lawman. Even his killing of
Billy the Kid was questioned. proved by one writer. dis-
proved by another. There are still those in the Southwest
who believe that the boy killed that night in Pete Maxwell’s
room was an impostor, that Billy lived to ripe old age and
respectability.

In 1950, a little man wearing the colorful name ol
Brushy Bill Roberts “confessed™ that he was Billy the
Kid and. backed by a highly reputable firm of attorneys.
petitioned the State of New Mexico for pardon “for crimes
commilted. or alleged to have been committed. in the Ter-
ritory of New Mexico under that name.” The petition was
denied. and the press had its heyday of ridicule for Brushy
Bill. Bul there are still those who wonder how Brushy Bill
“knew” some of the things he apparently did know about
questions hitherto unanswered about Billv—who stll ask
in utter seriousness. “If he wasn’t Billy. who was he?”

Be that as it may. Pal Garrett stands tall in the history
fas well as in the legend) of the New Mexico frontier: as
tall as his six-feet-four-inches-plus-high-heels-and-sombrero
stature when he rode the l|am:_-|'rnu:- trails of law enforce-
ment in Lincoln County. New Mexico Terrilory.

Patrick Floyd Garrett was born June 5. 1850, in Cham-
bers County, Alabama. From about 1869, Garrett worked
as a cowhand on various Texas ranches. During the winters
of 1875, 1876, and 1877, he was a buffalo hide-hunter in
the Texas Panhandle and Kansas: and in 1878 he moved
to Fort Sumner. New Mexico Territory. taking employment
as a cowboy on the ranch of Pete Maxwell.

In the fall of 1880. Pat Garrett was elected Sherill of
Lincoln County—a shrievalty larger than some eastern
stales. then comprising roughly one-third of the present
state of New Mexico: the largest county in the United
States. then or since.

But distances were not Pat Garrett’s biggest problem.
The wounds and hatreds, partisanships and fears engen-
dered by the Lincoln County War were still unhealed in
Lineoln County, and many of the principals in that war
were slill very much alive and active—notably a young
man of many names but one alias that made his real name
relatively unimportant: Billy the Kid. Garrett’s election as
Sherifll' carried with it unwritten (Continued on page 72)
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DAVIDSON B3-B

DOUBLE SHOTGUN

By LEE BERRY

OR THE PAST SEVERAL months, | have been using a couple of double

barrel shotguns, called the Model 63-B, made in Spain for Davidson Firearms
Co., 2703 High Point Rd., Greensboro, N.C. 27403. The Model 63-B is available
in 12, 16, 20, 28, and .410, and retails for less than $100.

Before getting into my observations, let’s take a look at some of the par-
ticulars-of the 63-B. These side-by-side doubles have a Anson & Deeley box-
lock action with round cross-bolt (except on the 28 and .410); full floating
firing pins; automatic safety; and manual extractors. The double triggers are
gold plated, and the stock and fore-end are of Spanish walnut, nicely finished,
and checkered. :

The two guns we had were a pleasant surprise right from the beginning;
first because they were in the smaller gauges, 20 and 28, which | like, and
secondly because of the fine packaging which included molded styrofoam
in a substantial outer cardboard carton. Those who (Continued on page 57)
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The Davidson 63-B broken at the action shows “snap caps” included. Also worth
mentioning is the good metal to wood matching and better than average bluing.
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l{lf,\l( JR HAS IT that back around
1886 Daniel B. Wesson of Smith
and Wesson decided to design a re-
volver that would eliminate most of
the “damn fool accidents” that were
taking place daily with the conven
tional type revolver. In order to give
the American public a powerful pocket
revolver he chambered this new hand-
cun for the .38 S&W cartridge that
fired a 115 grain bullet at approxi-
mately 725 fps. He called this revolver
the New Departure. and because he was
so sure that the combination of safety
features incorporated in this revolver
would prevent a child from shooting
it, he took it home. Loading it. he
handed it to his youngster with a chal-
lenge to “see him shoot it.” It is pos-
sible that Mr. Wesson leaned back in
his favorite armchair with a confident
smile. Regardless of what he did,
rumor has it that his youngster prompt-
ly shot a hole in the living room floor.

[ don’t know how true this story is
but the fact remains that the New De-
parture, or Safely
Lemon Squeezer has been widely ac-
cepted as one of the safest handguns
ever designed and Smith and Wesson
continued to manufacture it through
1910,

The late 1880°s and 1890°s were a
period of transition during which the
military was moving from big bore
A5-70°s to .30 caliber Krags and the
then-new .38 S&W Safety Hammerless
caught the eve of the cavalry. Many
Officers considered the .45 revolver to
be too powerful-—a rather strange at-
titude—and they arranged for Ord-
nance |)<’}nall'l|1|¢'nl tests for both the
38 SEW New Departure and the Colt
.38 Long Colt side-ejector revolver.

Neither revolver did too well in these
tests, but the Colt with a 6” barrel was
adopted as the regulation U.S. Army
handgun. It enjoved a brief and un-
blemished career until it ran afoul of
the Mores in the Phillipines who took
a cylinder-full from the .38 Colts and
then |)I'nf't‘1_‘l]t‘{! Lo |'hn|: up the shooter
with their machetes. This brought out
—once again— the big .15’s which had
been put into storage.

The American public quickly nick-
named the S&W New Departure the
“Lemon Squeezer” because of the grip
safety on the top of the grip, and
bought it in reassuring quantities. It
Lkad many advantages over convenlion-
al revolvers. The mechanism is com-
pletely enclosed so that dirt and dust
cannot readily get into the action. The
enclosed hammer eliminates any chance

22

Hammerless. or

of snagging the pocket or clothing. and
because the hammer is hidden this
revolver may be fired from an enclosed
space such as a pockel.

The clean, smooth design has proven
popular with people who must carry
a handgun but who do not want to use
a holster. This Lemon Squeezer slips
in and out of places smoothly. In a
pinch. this revolver may be easily fired
with the hand well up and over the
enclosed mechanism enabling  the
novice or woman to grab it and to fire
it with one or two hands. The action
has been designed to operate both
double action and single action. In
double action firing the shooter grabs
the grip tightly to deactivate the grip
safety then pulls the trigger all the way
back in one clean motion firing the
artridge.  Single action firing calls
for the same approach but as the trig-

JAMMERLESS

By MASON WILLIAMS

ger moves rearward the shooter can
feel the hammer come to a stop. The
double action pull ignores this stop
and goes right on through to kick oft
the hammer. The single action shooter
can hold the hammer safely at this stop
point to allow him to bring the revolver
to bear on the target. Then. by ap-
plying slight additional pressure the
shooter fires the handgun in the con-
ventional
abling him to pin-point his shots.

The Safety Hammerless is a break-
open revolver which has evolved
through five modifications totalling ap-
proximately 262.000 units in .38 S&W
and 243,000 units in .32 S&EW. The last
few handguns manufactured in 1910
are basically unchanged from the first

single action manner en-

cne which shot a hole in Mr. Wesson’s
floor, proving the validity of the basic

design. T have seen. handled. and
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owned many of these Safety Hammer-
less revolvers. They will take a lot of
external abuse due to the fully enclosed
mechanism but they cannot stand dry
firing. As long as the hammer fall is
cushioned by a new primer there is no
problem: but take away the cartridge
and let the hammer fall repeatedly on
an emply chamber and the hammer will
break. I discussed this at length with
Charles Dufly. one of the top Smith
and Wesson collectors in the country in
addition to being an excellent gun-
smith. He went on to tell me that
[Lemon have bheen
ruined by dry firing than by firing live
ammunition. In his opinion. the fourth
and fifth models in .38 caliber from
117.000 up-—are well worth handload-
ing for. providing the handloader does
not exceed the basic minimum loads
listed in the Lyman handbook. Hand-
]ﬂi!t“ll_‘_" enables the shooter to use a
more ellective bullet than that loaded

more Squeezers

by the factories so that without increas-
ing pressures bullet performance can
be substantially improved. Little 125
grain. jacketed. =oft point bullets can
turn this handgun into a effective de-
fense arm for both men and women.
Anyone who is not satisfied with fac-
tory bullet performance would do well
to check into custom handloads and
custom bullets.

Current Remington ammunition
gives the following velocities in my two
handguns, each with a 3” barrel. Five
shots were fired through the tapes of
my Avtron transistor chronograph to
obtain a fair average. The 88 grain
32 S&W bullet averaged 725 fps and
penetrated four one-inch plywood
panels. The muzzle energy was 102
foot-pounds. The larger 146 grain
bullet from the .38 S&W cartridge av-
eraged 627 fps and penetrated six one-
inch plywood panels. Its muzzle energy
was 128 foot-pounds,

These are not impressive perform-
ance figures when compared to the .44
Magnum or other high velocity mag-
num cartridges but when loaded with
custom 125 grain bullets in the .33
caliber handgun to velocities
around 825 fps this cartridge could

give

often act either as a deterrent or as a
severe crippling agent to prolect wom-
en. homes or stores in an emergency,
My favorite handload for the .38
S&W in the New
grains of Unique. the CCI standard
small pistol primer and the Shooting
Associates. Inec.. 125 grain Nuro-Shok
bullet. This load turns out around 86
fps in my particular revolver. 1 do
not recommend using this load in any
New Departure revolver unless the
serial number is over 117.000 and even
then do not exceed this load. When
working with loading tables be certain

Departure is 4.0
I

that vou read all instructions and com-
ments because (Continued on page 66)

With sideplate removed, interior
parts are visible. Photos at left
show three of the variations used
in the hammerless locking system.
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Interlocking foam interior of Challenger hard
case holds rifles in position through hard use.

Pistol rug and scabbard, along with Schoellkopf leather
gun cases are praised by Askins for top gun protection.
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: £
By CHARLES ASKINS

DOZEN YEARS AGO. on my way to Vietnam, [

looked around for some kind of a suitable packing
case for the firearms | would take with me. I planned to
take thirteen rifles. shotguns. and handguns. and more
than two thousand cartridges. This battery was not for
war: Indo-China was between wars in those days. the
Franco-Communist embroglio had wound up and things
were peaceful. 1 wanted those 13 shooting irons for hunt-
ing: some of the best on the face of the earth.

The case | found to hold my armament was an army
rifle chest. intended to contain 12 issue rifles. 1 made it
hold my thirteen. some of which were pistols. and it also
carried most of the ammunition. This was before the days
of hardshell cases which are common now. not that any
of these latter are big enough to hold a dozen shooting
irons,

A gun case for a trip of any length is an essential item
that cannot be lightly regarded. Even on shorter forays,
for instance from the house to the rifle range. a container
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of some kind is desirable. The rifle or shotgun should not
be laid in the trunk, and to stack it in the rear seat is to
invite damage. It should be sacked up in some kind of a
covering.

Besides the army rifle chest, which I successfully shipped
the twelve thousand miles to Saigon and back again. I
fetched with me a number of plastic and canvas gun covers.
These were the kind that have a zipper along one seam
and are lined with pile: fair protection if the going does
not get tough. I was the chiel instructor of firearms to
the Vietnamese army and my duties required that 1 travel
a great deal. I always had with me a rifle and a shotgun
which I put in these plastic cases. It rains some 6-7 months
of the year in Vietnam. and in the highlands of the interior
the monsoon season sees a rainfall of 300 inches. This is
pretty damp. believe me. I soon found that neither the
plastic case nor the canvas one would keep the rifle dry.
The rain entered along the zipper. and once the pile was
soaked up on the inside. the case was useless. | finally
acquired an open-mouthed saddle leather scabbard. such
as we used on jeeps during World War I1, and carried my
guns in these cases.

After my return from Vietnam I was making ready for
an African safari on which I would take four guns: three
rifles and a shotgun. I could not afford to pack these in a
wooden container as I had done on the soiree to Indo-
China for it would be too costly to pay the air freight on
such a box. Instead I had custom-made an all aluminum
chest, This chest was not lined but inside it had built-in
brackets to support the arms at the pistol grip and at the
forestock. There were clamps with turnbuckles on them
to hold the guns in place, The brackets were lined with
sponge rubber and so. too, were the clamps. This alumi-
num chest has now made four round trips to Africa and
is still in good shape. The guns shipped in it have always
arrived in good condition. indicating sound design. Fre-
quently, I have also packed ammunition in the chest and
this has had to be lashed down. The chest travels as bag-
gage and when I step off the plane in Africa the guns and
ammo are ready for the safari. Nothing is worse than to
arrive in the hunting grounds and find the rifles you
shipped 3 months before have never put in an appearance.
This happens, and all too often.

The aluminum chest was okay for shipment but once in
the safari camp it is good only  (Continued on page 54)
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WAS ABOUT 100 )all‘l'.- ahead of

my hunting partner as I walked out
on a rocky imi]l[ of a hill. The lli_:;
mule deer buck had been bedded down
directly under the rock. and immed-
iately jumped up and joined a group
of does that were |'l‘u.-e.-i||;_',' the ]‘n'_ur-
l}.'ill'. F"'.Ill-

basin right in front of us.

2“

ing his horse, was following my trail
through the four or five inches of new
snow that covered the ground, and 1
ran back a few yards and told him to
hurry. because those deer didn’t act
like they were going to stay around
very long.

Dale’s reaction was equally prompl

TER'S GUN

as he pulled the 240 Weatherby Mag-
scabbard.

num from the saddle
grabbed the cap from his head 1o use
as a rest under the rifle. and dropped
down in a shooting position on the
rock before he even tried to |)ii‘l\ out
the big buck from the herd. The big
full 1:[ l”’l[lll'll IJII\\I".
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and feeding deer when I walked out on
the point and now they were all alerted
and heading toward the far side. It
took a bit of time before Dale picked
up the group of does with the big buck
among them and now he had reached
the open grass and was heading for
the far ridge. Dale followed the huck
with the scope and when I asked him
if it was big enough he said. “Yes. this
one I'll try for.”

When I first jumped the big buck
he was less than 100 yards away but
by now he was nearing 100 yards and
coing straight away. As he started up
the far ridge he turned nearly broad-
side to us but Dale still did not fire.
not until the buck paused for that stop
lh(‘}' ]'Il“i”']}' ﬁI\\Zl_\ﬁ T]Ic’.lk(‘ il(’r()rl' (Iib"
appearing over a hill. and then he
touched off the 214 pound trigger pull.
[ had been following the buck in
Bushnell 6 X 30 glasses and saw him
hump up and veer off to the left at a
slow walk.

Dale knew he had made a hit. but he
jacked another 100 grain Norma hand-
load into the chamber and kept the
deer in his sicht. The big buck didn’t
walk far before lving down. By this
time the rest of the deer had topped
the ridge and disappeared. We watched
the buck for a few minutes and he
made no effort to eet up. so Dale de-
cided to go directly across the basin on
foot and I would take the horses
around to where there was a gate in the
line fence (about two miles away ). and
join him. It took me 15 minutes to get
back to Dale and his buck. We found
that the bullet had drifted quite a bit
because of the strong wind blowing up
the basin and hit the deer back in the
liver. had expanded very well. even at
that distance. but had gone on through.
Elevation of his shot placement was ex-
cellent. but drift of eight inches or so
had put the bullet out of the lung area
but still allowed a good kill.

good example of a
modern long range cartridge. in a very
accurate rifle equipped with an excel-
lent scope. being used correctly. When
[ first called to Dale he had responded
promptly but did not run. so he was
not out of breath when he was ready 1o
shoot. He took a rest position immedi-
ill('l_\' when he arrived at a sl}nnlinj_'
range and he followed the buck in his
scope as it ran across the basin. with-
holding his fire until it turned broad-
side and stopped. All it took then was
just a touch to the trigger. He told me
he had held just over the deer’s back
and if he had allowed for drift the bul-

This is a very
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let would have heen a center lung shot.
We were not able to determine what
the wind velocity might be out in the
basin as we had been sheltered by the
trees on the ridge he made the shot
from.

Dale Hegreberg. from Minot. North
Dakota. is a wheat farmer who also
likes to hunt and shoot. He uses a shot-
gun well and is exceptionally good
with his Remington 788 in .22-250 at
killing varmints. out to the limit of
that cartridge. He has learned a few
hasic rules that make a good and ac-
curate shot of any hunter. One is the
use of a rest whenever possible. He
also knows that he or any shooter can
hit game at a much greater distance
and with greater aceuracy if it is stand-
ing still rather than moving. I have
noticed that guml varmint shooters are
also good game shots and tend to be

‘For greater hunting

success, get to
know your equipment.’

(5 ‘-/'(‘.-VL

By LES BOWMAN

more deliberate in their shooting—and
thus more accurate. His big buck this
time was a nice one with a 2814"
spread. and although it wasn't as big
as the one that had out-smarted us the
day before. it was a good trophy and
Dale was pleased with the long and
good shot he had made so successfully.

Dale’s hunt was very different from
several others I witnessed this past
hunting season. One distressing inci-
dent involved three out-of-state hunters.
They were returning from a pack in
trip for elk and were nearing the end
of the trail when they spotted three
t']k, two cows and a calf on the hillside
opposite the trail. only about a hun-
dred vards away. All three hunters
jumped off the horses and started fir-
ing, each trying to get in the first or
most shots. No one took a rest. al-

lhnllgh one tried e‘-hnnlin;z prone. Now.
it is illegal for non-resident hunters to
kill cows in Wyoming and to make it
worse. one of these hunters had al-
ready killed his hull elk. T have no idea
just how the outfitter and guide would
have gotten out of this situation if any-
one had killed one of these cows. hut
fortunately they all missed. These three
hunters were using semi-automatic ri-
fles. which of course does not account
for all of them missing the game. un-
less they had some idea that fire power
alone will place a bullet correctly.

One of my friends who is an outfitter
here had another case of poor planning
for a big game hunt. He had a man
and his wife come out for an elk hunt.
and I was there to take some pir-hll'1=.~:
of the start of their pack-in trip. As 1
am always interested in what type rifle
a hunter is using. [ asked the wife
what kind she planned to use and she
showed me a nice new semi-automatic.
in .30-06 caliber. equipped with the
latest Bushnell scope. [ wanted to know
how she liked it. and was told that she
never shot it and that her husband had
sighted it in for her.

After the finish of their rather ex-
pensive ten day hunt | asked the out-
fitter how they had made out. He said
the wife had missed a good six point
hull. standing broadside. at 50 vards.
Her husband had shot at and missed
several good bulls and had finally
Killed a four point hull. These hunters
were quite obviously not experienced
enough and had not done the proper
amount of practicing with their rifles.
Many hunters seem to think that longer
range. more powerful rifles and car-
tridges or the autoloading rifles are
the answer to getting came. Of course
this is not true. although the flat shoot-
ing. long range rifles of fairly low re-
coil can be helpful in getting a top tro-
phy for a hunter in some cases. When
I speak of long ranges 1 mean the 300
or 100 vard shots. and not the 600 to
1000 yard shots some writers tell about.

This past hunting season I had plan-
ned to make some pack-in trips. mostly
for story material and pictures but 1
found myself spending nearly all of
the season at the <hop and shooting
range. helping hunters get their rifles in
shooting order. Although most of the
rifles or scopes I worked over were of
good quality, quite often the scopes
were poorly installed: the mounts were
loose on the rifles and the stocks. even
on some of the new rifles were badly
warped.

Actually, I (Continued on page 74)



Case before, after fire forming and with equipment
used, including cornmeal, powder, funnel, tamper.
Right: Tastefully engraved action of double rifle.

Left: Same as above. Right: Shown with the .458,
375 H & H, and .222 Remington cartridges.
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A_ LARGE BORE. double barrel rifle is a very useful gun
when you encounter a dangerous cat in the jungle. Espe-
cially <o if the cat is a 7-foot leopard about to eat a meal of
his favorite food—pork. And particularly so if you are
only 30 feet from the carcass of his kill. sitting in a machan
less than 15 feet above the ground. T had such an experi-
ence but my rifle was a Model 70 Winchester. .357 HAH
Magnum, and my shot was one of those freaks which is
difficult to explain. Shooting from above and at an angle.
the bullet entered a trifle behind the leopard’s shoulder.
penetrated the rib cage and exited slightly back of the
brisket without touching any vital organ.

By the time I had slammed another cartridge into the
chamber of my rifle, the leopard had plunged into the
dense jungle. leaving a blood trail which marked his re-
treat for more than two miles. Then followed 12 days of
the most frustrating tracking any hunter can experience
before the wounded leopard was found in a cave. That’s
when I decided to own a double rifle. and this is the story
of the fascinating new world which was opened up to me

after the purchase of this rifle.

American sportsmen rarely need a double rifle for game
on this continent. but Europeans who hunt Africa and
India almost always include it in their armory. So one
must look to the European gun makers for this special
type of gun. My gunsmith son. Jess, offered to locate one
for me. which he did at a gun show. It was manufactured
by Christophe of Brussels and the price was $325. “This.”
[ remarked. “is too good to be true.” and it was. I'd priced
double rifles in London: some could be purchased in the
S1800 to 52100 price range. which made my Christophe
look like a bargain. But when I inquired about ammuni-
tion, there was none available in the United States. The
405 Winchester cartridge would fire, but the case fit loosely
in the chamber and it cross-fired so badly I could scarcely
get on a 21" target with hoth barrels.

For 18 months. the pursuit of a satisfactory solution 1o
the problem was an intriguing.-and at times a frustrating,
undertaking. Some of the facts which 1 assembled. certain
facilities which I discovered to  (Continued on page 70)

Double-trouble Christophe rifle.

By LOREN D. STARK

RIFLE JINX
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IHERE ARE PLENTY OF
LUGERS AROUND TO SATISFY
THE AVERAGE COLLECTOR

A .30 cal. Model 1900 Springfield
Armory contract Luger with serial
number 6532, complete with a Rock
Island U.S. issue Luger holster,

By JOHN H. MORGAN

S O YOU'D LIKE to collect Lugers?

But you say, “There is no sense
in even starting. All the good Lugers
are either priced out of reach or are
frozen in collections.” | say balder-
dash and poppycock! The best Lu-
gers are yet to be found! If you will
look into the past you will find the
same thing was said 25 years ago
and is still said today regarding cap
and ball Colt revolvers and Winches-
ter rifles, yet some of the finest ex-
amples are being uncovered every
year. So it really isn’'t necessary to
give up before you start.

The amount of capital or trading
stock required can be determined by
an appraisal of what you really want
to accomplish in this Luger field. By

setting your sights initially toward a ,
goal that is attainable, you can have
a Luger collection. First, learn all

you can about the Luger, but keep in

mind that almost any positive state-
ment regarding Luger pistol details
can be contradicted by evidence to ER
the contrary; sometimes the evi-

dence is real and sometimes imagi-
nary. Two fine books are available
on this subject, “The Luger Pistol”
by Datig and “Luger Variations” by
Jones, but don't fail to look through
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Six basic Lugers representing
major design changes. A) 1906 9 mm
Navy with factory modified safety.
B) 1900 .30 cal. C) 1914 9 mm.

D) 1906 .30 caliber. E) 1914 9 mm
Artillery. F) The 1908 9 mm.
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LUGERS

old catalogs and price lists,

Let’s examine what comprises the most basic collection
in this field. The first true Luger (or Pistole Parabellum,
which was the factory designation) is the 43" barreled,
7.65 mm (.30 cal.), model of 1900. Some of these have
an Eagle emblem, Swiss emblem, no emblem, ete. over the
cartridge chamber; however, they are all the same pistols,

made with the same tooling. There were some minor varia-
tions during the production of this model which involved ‘
the safety lever and the magazine follower button. but these .

are sienihcant to n|1|) the most ardent collectors. So any
1900 Model plus any 1906 and any 1908 (or 1914 Model)
Luger would reflect the major changes that took place in
the evolution of the Luger, But this is oversimplified and
too basic, with too few pieces to be considered a collection.

About 1902 a carbine model was introduced that is
basically a 1900 Luger with an 1175 inch barrel. upon
which is fixed a three-position. tangent rear sight. A stock
lu;: was added to the lower rear of the back strap to ac-
commodate a detachable, checkered. shoulder stock that

A welcome addition to any collector’s stock
of basic Lugers would be either or both of
the above. Top is the 1920 .30 cal. Luger
Carbine. Bottom, 1929 Swiss-made .30 cal.
2 : . i Luger, showing many detailed changes that
came with each pistol. A bar-like projection. added to the supposedly lowered the manufacturing cost.
front end of the frame. projects forward under the barrel
and supports the fore stock. These attractive carbines are
scarce and expensive in almost any condition. In spite of
what you hear to the contrary. the so-called Snail Drum

_..q.;._ ——— . ——

U Patronyn
cur S stiade- Pistole Cai, © 65 . ‘

. '.)3' Eh‘elzgmli‘ {
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- |

Cased .30 cal. 1900 Model Luger above, is one of two sets known to exist. The practice of casing
the 1900 Model lasted only a few months, and was a holdover from casing of Borchardt pistols.
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Magazine that holds 32 cartridges. is not a carbine acces-
sory, for it did not appear until about 1914 with the Artil-
lery Model. and while it will function with twenty or so
.30 caliber rounds it is designed for use with the 9 mm
cartridge only. Incidently. this snail drum was also used
with an early model Bergmann sub-machine gun.

The next variation of real significance was the Model
1902. which doesn’t differ greatly from the Model 1900
excepl that the barrel was shortened from 434 inches to 4
inches and made fatter to add muzzle weight. The caliber
was changed to 9 mm (nominal .354”) and the squeezer
grip safety made wider to minimize its hand pinching draw-
back. As a point of interest. the so-called squeezer safety
was actually known as an “Automatic Safety”™ according
to the book “The Luger Pistol” by Datig. It was automatic
in that it was on “safe” at all times except when the pistol
was gripped for firing. 1f the pistol fell or was knocked
from the hand it would automatically be on “safe” before
it hit the ground. The really significant factor of the 1902
Model was the introduction of the 9 mm Luger cartridge,
which has become the most widely used pistol and sub-
machine gun cartridge in the world.

GUNS . MARCH 1969

The next obvious change is referred to as the Model of
1904. From the infrequency with which they turn up. very
few of these Lugers appear to have been made. The major
difference here is the change from the chamfered to the
flat. fully checkered toggle knobs. while retaining the
toggle lock on the right hand knob. Also. the flat spring-
steel extractor was replaced with a spring-loaded rocking
bar type that also indicates when a cartridge i< in the
chamber. The forward toggle link was redesigned to ac-
commodate the new extractor, A 9 mm 6-inch barreled
Navy Model. with a stock attaching lug. was adopted by
the German Navy at this time as their official sidearm.

l‘:all'l} t';llzll();::-‘ show that this model was also sold com-
mercially but not too many could have been bought for
they are so scarce that most of the advanced collections
do not contain either the commercial or the military issue
model. 1 am not aware of this model being made in any
but 9 mm caliber.

The next change was a major one and introduced the
1906 Model. In this design the double leaf type recoil
spring was replaced with a compression coil type. The

1904 type extractor was used, (Continued on page 61)
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The youngest Wesson brother, Daniel,
founded the Smith & Wesson firm

By JAMES SERVEN

HE THIRD GUNMAKER in the Wesson family was

Daniel Baird Wesson. born at Worcester on May 18.
825. Daniel is the best known of the brothers: the Smith
& Wesson firm for which he was primarily responsible
continues to this day and is one of the nation’s leading
arms manufacturers,

There are books which describe and illustrate the many
types of arms produced under Daniel Wesson’s guidance.
such as: “Smith & Wesson Revolvers™ by John E. Parsons,
“Smith & Wesson Handguns™ by McHenry & Roper. and
“Smith & Wesson 1857-1945" by Neal & Jenks. It will be
the purpose here to trace the interesting course of Daniel
Wesson’s gunmaking endeavors rather than recite and

M

Daniel B. Wesson

describe the long list of weapons with which his name is
associated.

Daniel’s first formal schooling in the gunmaking trade
was undertaken under the watchful eye of his older brother
Edwin in Northborough, Mass.. about 1842, When Edwin
\ 1648, Daniel
and Franklin accompanied him and the three brothers
worked together at “Wesson’s Rifle Manufactory.” Daniel
had married Cynthia M. Hawes on May 20, 1647 and they
now took up residence at 37 Pleasant Street, Hartlord.

The rifle factory at Hartford was short-lived: the Wes-
sons had been established there only a short time when
th= brilliant riflemaking career of Edwin, a relatively young

moved down to Hartford in late 1847 or early
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man of 37 years, was ended by death.

Loss of their older brother left Daniel and Franklin
without the guiding hand on which they had come to rely.
They soon left Hartford and for the several years which
followed. Daniel is reported to have worked briefly with
Franklin at Grafton, Mass., with Thomas Warner of
Worcester. with the Leonard Pistol Mfg. Co. at Charles-
town. Mass.. and with Allen & Luther at Worcester. In
this last association during 1852 he became acquainted
with Horace Smith.

Horace Smith and Daniel Wesson were not only skilled
mechanics. but both had an inventive turn of mind. Their
friendship developed into a partnership which in 1854 saw
them the possessors of patents for a lever action repeating
firearm which emploved a hollow lead bullet into which
was sealed the propelling powder and a percussion disc.
Manufacture was started at Norwich, Conn.. and there
appeared the first pistols to bear the Smith & Wesson name.

It was not all easy sailing: the unique lead cartridge had
most of the handicaps of all non-metallic cartridges and a
few others beside. And there were financial problems. In
order to altract greater capital the inventors and their
principal financial backer. Courtlandt C. Palmer. incor-
porated under the name Volcanic Repeating Arms Com-
pany. At this point (1855) Oliver Winchester of New
Haven became an important stockholder.

As manufacture progressed some minor changes in
desien were made. the frames were changed from iron to
brass. and renewed efforts were made to interest the public
in a lever action repeater, The impotent ammunition
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proved to be a major obstacle to public acceptance. Finan-
cial problems continued and. now doubtful of sucecess with
this kind of firearm. Horace Smith retired from the cor-
poration. In 1850 the Volcanic Company was moved from
Norwich to New Haven and Daniel Wesson at that time
also liquidated his interest in the company.

It may be noted here that Oliver Winchester gained
control of the Voleanic Repeating Arms Company. changed
the name to New Haven Arms Co.. and with the help of
B. Tyler Henry in 1860 developed a .44 caliber metallic
cartridge to be used with the basic Smith & Wesson lever
action system. The result is popularly called the Henry
rifle. and from it in a few vears (1866) came the first
rifle to bear the Winchester name,

Although they had abandoned patents which became the
foundation for one of the greatest riflemaking companies
in the world. Horace Smith and Daniel Wesson had
another card up their sleeve.

Immediately following his withdrawal from the Voleanie
Repeating Arms Company in 1856. Daniel Wesson joined
his old partner Horace Smith in Springfield. Both had
been giving deep thought to the development of a better
self-contained cartridge for firearms. They were resource-
ful men. with ingenuity and inventive abilities, These
qualities. plus an insistence on exacling standards. were
destined to give them preeminence in their field.

Horace Smith and Daniel Wesson knew that Samuel
Colt’s basic revolver patent would expire in 1857, They
planned to be ready with a revolver to shoot metallic
t'm'll‘idge.‘: when the road was clear.

In partnership with Horace Smith, Daniel
Wesson’s early manufacturing endeavors
were undertaken at Norwich, Conn., where
arms of this 1854 patent were produced.

o
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THE WESSON BROTHERS

AL

Under Daniel Wesson’s direction, the top-break revolvers (right) were phased
out and replaced by the improved models with the swing-out cylinders (left).

30

The partners had learned of a patent
granted to Rollin White, then a resi-
dent of Hartford and a former Colt
employee, in which the chambers of a
revolver eylinder could be bored
straight through and loaded [rom the
rear rather than loaded from the front
as in the caplock arms. Negotliations
were undertaken for manufacturing
rights. and these were granted in No-
vember of 1856. In April of the next
vear a shop was rented at 5 Market
Street. Springfield. and preparations
for manufacture of a .22 caliber re-
volver with a tip-up barrel were begun.
Progress was slow in 1857, but the
wheels began to turn with increasing
acceleration in 1858 and at that period
J. W. Storrs of New York was granted
the general sales agency.

Although Horace Smith and Daniel
Wesson obtained several patents on
cartridges they were soon content lo
leave cartridge making to local manu-
facturers such as Charles D. Leet or
Smith. Hall & Farmer. By the end of
1858 approximately 2000 pistols had
come from the S&W workbenches. All
these were .22 caliber pocket pistols.
a very popular weapon of that period.

The year 1859 saw a beginning of a
long line of patents granted for im-
provements or new S&W models. A few
of these palenls were ;_[I'illIlL‘(I to Horace
Smith and Daniel Wesson but most of
them were granted solely to Daniel
Wesson. In later years Daniel Wes-
son’s son Joseph was granted many
patents which were assigned to the
company. It would not be human if
Daniel B. Wesson did not relish the
fact that until 1869 at least he could
block the manufacture of Colt firearms
with a bored-through eylinder, just as
Colt had exercised a Tlllll!:)[lllll\ on re-
volvers by patent rights until 1857,
Wesson had not fnl‘g‘n(lt*ll the bitter
Colt-Massachusetts Arms Company
lawsuit in which his brother Edwin’s
patent had been declared invalid,

Their .22 pistols a great success, the
partners Smith and Wesson. having
moved their plant from Market Street.
.‘“|1|‘i|t;_"iit'|if. Lo |a|l';_f|-l' (quarters on Fast
State Streel. now found these quarters
too small and undertook construction
of a new plant on Stockbridge Street.
Rumblings of a civil war had turned
attention to producing a larger, mili-
tary revolver. The step up in size was

not great—merely an oversize .22 re-
volver made to take the .32 rimfire
cartridges. Whereas the .22 tip-up re-
volvers were called the No. 1 series.
the .32 (Continued on page 71)

GUNS . MARCH 1969



By DAN WINTER
OLYTETRAFLUORETHYLENE. This mouthful

is the scientific name for a product that has become

a household word, Teflon. Yes, the same Teflon (a copy-

right trademark owned by Du Pont) that keeps the eggs-

from sticking in a frying pan. And now, the technology

which helped the housewife has taken on some of the
problems of firearms owners.

From the time they first began to manufacture the M-1 _
carbine commercially, Universal Firearms Corp. has been con-
tinually improving on the original design. The addition of Teflon

coating is only the latest step in this chain of developments. But
why coat a carbine with Teflon? '
First, let'’s examine this material and relate its properties to the
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DuPont approved finish

TEFLON-S

self lubricating,
no stick, easy clean,
no rust

Front and rear sights of the Universal TC
are not coated. Photo at right shows the
scope base in position ready for rings.

firearms field. Teflon is basically a white (color may be
added ), tough plastic. or in more technical terms, a poly-
meric resin. You will recall that when the fArst Teflon-
coated fry pans came oul. thev were easily scratched. and
the housewife had to use a wood or plastic utensil. Since
that time Teflon has been improved considerably. and to-
day it has been strengthened considerably. But let’s forget
the Teflon used in kitchenware. for the Teflon applied to
the new Universal Carbine is a different hreed of cat. The
correcl trade name of this new material is Teflon-S. Tt
maintains the same “self-lubricating™ quality of the origi-
nal. but it is specially formulated for toughness and abra-
sion resistance. When applied. Teflon-S forms three layers.
The top layer is basically all Teflon-S: the middle layer
is a combination of Teflon-S and other chemicals: the
bottom layer is a special mixture which forms a strong
chemical bond with the metal to which the coating is
applied.

The process of applying the Teflon-S coating sounds

o
[==]

simple—material is sprayved on and then baked—but there
is much more to it than meets the eve. Each of the steps
necessary to cover the basic metal are controlled to the Nth
degree. After application. the quality control experts take
over to be sure that acceptable standards are maintained,
Each article must pass the following four tests regularly:
1. microscopic inspection for film imperfections: 2. anal-
ysis for complete coverage and proper bake: 3. precise
measurements of film thickness by electronic instruments:
and 4. destructive tests for film adhesion. Du Pont is quite
careful to see that anything bearing the Teflon trademark
meets their high quality requirements. and that’s one rea-
son vou will never he able to Teflon coat anything yourself.
Universal must send the components to a finishing plant
of Du Pont’s. and the coated parts are then returned to
Universal for assembly.

Now that we have some idea on what Teflon-S is. let’s
apply-it to your gun. As we said. Teflon-S is basically a
plastic, therefore. it will not rust. How would you like a



Photos show old style slide/recoil spring system
(left and bottom) compared to the new Universal
design as seen on a new Teflon-coated Model TC.

rifle that would take on any kind of weather—even the
corrosive salt air near the ocean—and come up without
a spot of rust. I couldn’t make any of the Teflon-coated
parts of my test carbine rust. no matter how hard I tried.

Du Pont. in their specifications, say that Teflon-S is
tough, and abrasion resistant. But just how tough is it?
Here’s a rather startling example: Teflon-S, applied to the
large circular saw blades used in the lumber industry, has
survived being stroked through highly abrasive wood over
two million times! It would be hard to find any other
gun finish which could survive even a small part of this
abuse.

The self lubricating property of Teflon-S is due to its
low coeflicient of friction. The surface feels slippery to
the touch. and two pieces of material coated with Teflon,

when rubbed together, give the impression that you are Test rifle, with Universal Model UD 4x20 scope
sliding two ice cubes together, 1 am sure that anyone who mounted, looks like new after firing 500 rounds.
has fired a carbine will recall the metallic c¢lanking heard
with each shot; some of it is (Continued on page 60)
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You can get some idea

of the size of the Purdey

in miniature by compar-

ing it fo the cigarette
lighter.

Magnificent detail of the
locks, hammers and
stock are evident in this
photo of the action
brokenopen.

The name of Purdey is known the

world over for magnificent workmanship, and
the reasons for this acclaim are evident
in this example of:

SHOTGUN CRAFTSI
IN MINIATURE

By LOUIS KLEBER




From the days of James the Elder, the name Purdey has been
without a peer in English gunmaking. It is one of the few
firms left in the world where the goal is not production, but
rather an uncompromising dedication to perfection. Today,
the Purdey tradition lives in the form of C. H. “Harry” Law-
rence, their Managing Director. From the days of his appren-
ticeship in 1914, he personally served in every phase of the
business. That experience puts him among the elite handful
who can actually build a gun from start to finish, from wood to
metal.

James Purdey & Sons set their knowledge to work on a spe-
cial project to mark the occasion of King George V's Silver
Jubilee in 1935. Harry Lawrence was the principal architect
in this and he painstakingly built a pair of miniature shotguns,
exact copies of the Monarch’s favorite Purdeys. These were
presented to the King, while a third copy was made for Tom
Purdey, last of the direct family line to run the firm. This gun
is kept in the impressive “Long Room"” of Purdeys showrooms
on London’s South Audley Street.

If there were such a thing as a foot tall man, he could take
this shotgun and open the season on butterflies. It is a double
barrel outside hammer model, complete with automatic ejec-
tors and fully engraved. Despite its length of only 712 inches,
the gun's tiny hammers can be individually cocked and oper-
ated separately by the triggers. It breaks in normal shotgun
fashion to permit loading of the minute “Eley Grand Prix”
shells. The checkering and engraving is remarkably detailed.
On the underside of the butt stock is a gold oval engraved
“T. D. S. Purdey.” The right and left lock plates are engraved
“J. Purdey & Sons.”

There may not be many foot tall sportsmen to bid for Harry
Lawrence's miniature gun, but there are plenty of full size men
ready to pay a four figure sum for a full size Purdey. One of
the nineteenth century’s great shots, F. E. R. Fryer, claimed
he could be blindfolded and taken into a gun room where
Purdeys would be identified “by the feel.”

Big or small, a Purdey is unique.
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UNIVERSAL
FIREARMS
CORPORATION

30 T-C CARBINE

NOTHING TO BUY,
NO ENTRY FEE!

Simply attach the coupon below to a plain post-
card and mail it to GUNS Magazine—you will
be eligible for the “Gun of the Month''—the
Universal Firearms 30 T-C Carbine. This fine
gun is a rugged, reliable performer. As the only
Teflon coated firearm manufactured, the 30 T-C
gives you unprecedented weather resistance. A
machined steel forged receiver—certified for
greater structural strength—makes the T-C en-
tirely ‘‘fool-proof’’ under the most severe con-
ditions.

For additional information on the complete line

of Universal firearms and scopes write: Universal
Firearms /3746 E. 10th Ct., Hialeah, Fla. 33013

Sponsored by
GUNS MAGAZINE and

UNIVERSAL FIREARMS

All you do to enter is fill in the information
on the coupon below and attach it to a post-
card—or simply put the information requested
on a plain postcard and return it to GUNS
Magazine.

DO NOT MAIL ANY ENTRY IN AN ENVELOPE.
Your name will be entered for the drawing to
be held on March 10th. The winner of the 30
T-C will be notified by mail and announced
in the June issue of GUNS Magazine. To
enter it is not necessary to use the coupon
below. A plain postcord conveying the in-
formation requested will be accepted.

DON’T DELAY...

GUNS Magazine
8150 N. Central Park/ Skokie / Ill. /60076

Name

Address

City. State Zip

G M MARCH Guns MAGAZINE

- «« MAIL IT TODAY!
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AT THE WALTHER MODEL 9
By SHELLEY BRAVERMAN

HE FABULOUS PISTOL markzst aiter

World War | induced the Walther
factory to expand its line of .25 caliber
pistols; the Model 8 was selling well, but
they felt that there was a market for a
smaller gun—and they introduced the
Model 9, a masterpiece of compact sim-
plification.

The barrel may be considered as being
part of the frame and not intended for
owner replacement; the extractor is de-
signed with a "hooked" tail and is self-
locking, being held in place by its own
tension; the firing pin is ultra-light so
that its velocity may compensate for
lack of mass.

The unusual trigger-bar also serves as
a disconnector while the lower portion
or "tail" acts as a spring, maintaining
upward pressure on the bar at all times
during the firing cycle.

Both the Trigger-bar and the Safety-
lever are positioned outside of the frame;

P “
the right and left grips being relieved to
accept same.

While the slide of the Model 9 is
somewhat similar to the first .25 auto
made by Walther (Model 1) the Bolt-
latch idea could have been suggested by
a little pistol introduced about 1920 by
August Menz, the 4.25 Liliput; in this
gun the latch was fixed, but the prin-
ciple was the same.

The Model 9 is not a rugged gun and
requires careful handling; particularly
vulnerable is its right grip—if broken, it
exposes the trigger and disconnector bar.

The Model 9 is no longer in produc-
tion; replacing it is @ new gun (slightly
larger) called the Model TP.

To Field Strip: Clear gun, remove
magazine and pull trigger. (2) With fin-
ger nail or edge of magazine, lift up
bolt latch catch. (3) Retract slide
slightly and lift rear. (4) Ease off for-
ward. Assemble in reverse order.




WAFFENBORSE-A GUN SHO

By JAN STEVENSON

B()H.“'[':. according to my German-English dictionary.

means “purse” or “exchange.” and it’s generally used
in reference to the stocks, bonds. and securities market.
“Wallen™ of course means “weapons.” and when vou tack
a

the two words together, it’s best translated “gunshow™
rare allair in Europe.

The first German Wallenborse was held in 1968 in
Schwiibish Hall, a picturesque medieval town in Baden-
Wiirttemburg near Stuttgart. and the astounding success of
the show surprised no one quite so much as its sponsors,
the editors and staff of the German gun magazine
*Deutsches Walfen-Journal.”

Considering that the show was the first of its type in
postwar weslern Europe, an area where gun ownership is
often throttled by complex restrictive legislation. attendance
was oplimistically predicted to top the 3.000 mark. By the
time the show closed. it had hosted more than 10.000 yisi-
tors. There were simply no slack hours. and the historic
Neubau—ar. enormous armory of the Middle Ages now

46

used as a convention hall—was constantly packed.

To gain an idea of the significance of the attendance,
its as if some 40,000 visitors were to come lo the NRA
show if you compare Germany’s population with that of
the U.S.. and it’s as if a half million “Rifleman™ readers
attended the annual convention if you compare circulation
ficures with the *Waflen-Journal.”

And it was primarily the lack of a strong shooters’ or-
ganization like the NRA that brought the “Waffen-Journal”
into existence. While the German Schiitzenbund numbers
an imposing 600.000 members or more, it caters primarily
to air rifle competitions and small bore target shooters.
The situation is the same all over Europe. with each gun-
ning sport maintaining a myopic indifference to the fate
and interests of other shoolters.

The Waffen-Journal endeavors to fill this vacuum in
Germany. The magazine is comprehensive in ils coverage
of all gunning interests. and both DW] and the Wallen-
Bérse have shown a willingness  (Continued on page 58)
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FOR EUROPE...
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A constant stream of visitors attended the first Ger-
man Waffenborse, viewing many fabulous exhibits
of both antique and modern arms of every variety.
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F YOU HAVE a ruptured appendix, you don’t call

a plumber. Nor. if you have a stopped-up sewer,
do you call your attorney. You
perls on a given subject.

Conversely, if you are honestly sincere (and sin-
I’{_‘l'(‘l_\ honest) in a desire to serve your counfry. vou
do not recruit. as advisors. people who know nothing
about the problem vou propose to solve. The other
side of that coin is the fact that. in most areas, reput-
able people refuse to support “causes” outside their
field of knowledge or experience. The ethical lawyer
does not diagnose illness: neither does the firearms
expert lecture actors on “the Method.”

Yet “The Emergency Committee On Gun Control.”
Colonel John Glenn. Chairman. offered instant an-
swers to complex problems in eriminology. law en-
forcement. and legislation—by people most of whom
have no qualifications whatever in any of these sci-
ences! Judging by its roster. the determining qualifi-
cation for Committee membership would seem to be
“A Big Name”—whether that name was won in a
space craft. in professional sport. as a comedian, or as
a sexpot in moving pictures. Yes. there are exceptions:
we'll speak of them later. Bul. first—

go for advice to ex-

HE JOHN GLENN

Lauren Bacall. a Committee member. is a beautiful
woman with outstanding phyvsical characteristics. But
what. we wonder. does she know about eriminology. or
cuns. or law enforcement?

What makes Polly Bergen an expert in these sci-
Or columnist Ann Landers? Or conductor-
composer Leonard Bernstein? Or Johnny Carson? Or
farmer Hans Jensen. of Nebraska? Or Frank Sinatra
of the Rat Pack? Or Walter Reuther? Or Joe Dimag-
gio? Or Bill Veeck “as in wreck?” Or Andy Wil
liams? Or Sammy Davis. Jr?
The same Mr. Davis who. only vesterday. sought and
got national publicity for his quick-draw prowess?
What happened. Sammy? Did the newsmen lose in-
lerest? )

But perhaps the saddest example of this Committee’s
exploitation of famous bul naive people is the name
they use (and that word “use™ is rich with meanings)
under the title of Committee Chairman: the name of
Colonel John Glenn. former astronaut and one of
America’s space-age heroes. But is Colonel Glenn a

ences?

(Sammy Davis, Jr?

criminologist. an authority on law enforcement? Is he
even a serious student of the history of firearms legis-
lation ?

COMMITTEE

By E. B. MANN

Editor’s Note

There is little doubt that the Emergency Committee on Gun Control, and other
such groups, were an important factor in the successful passage of the new
federal gun laws. We must wonder, though, if it was the list of star-studded
names or the logic behind their arguments which swayed our lawmakers.—Editor
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We doubt it. If he is any of these. then the state-
ments of his Committee. to which he has lent the
prestize of his name and the weight of his reputation
and popularity. betray. at very least, a strange failure
on his part to study the facts which we know have
been laid before him. We know. because we know that
the National Shooting Sports Foundation wrote Colo-
nel Glenn. respectfully and courteously, and sent him
a thick file of data on the subjects which are the con-
cern of his Committee—a courtesy which. to be best
of our knowledee. Colonel Glenn has never acknowl-
edeed. Yet similarly conclusive evidence regarding the
space program would. we are sure. have stirred the
Colonel to urgent action in the vears of his NASA
engagement.

A s admitted earlier. there are exceptions: men listed
as members of the Glenn Committee who have experi-
ence in law and law enforcement—such men as Quinn
Tamm and Thomas Reddin. the former bearing the
imposing title of Director. International Association
of Chiefs of Police. the latter, Chief of Police. Los
Angeles, California. Quinn Tamm’s affiliation with
this Committee is not surprising: Tamm'’s fight against
civilian gun ownership and his support of Senator
Dodd’s anti-gun propaganda dates back so far that
one wonders if it may not stem purely and simply
from that quaint old police un-truism that “if nobody
but us cops have guns. us cops wont get shot.” But
Quinn Tamm does not represent all. or even a major-
itv. of modern progressive police leaders.

Diametrically opposed to his views are those of the
National Police Officers Association of America, who
urge protection of “the rightful heritage of the law
abiding American citizen to have and to hold firearms
in lawful pursuit of the gun sports and for his self
protection.” Instead of licensing. registration. and
sales prevention, the National Police Officers Associa-
tion urges “strict enforcement of penalties for crimes
committed with or ageravated by the use of a firearm.”
and believes that law abiding citizens “should have the
right to legally purchase, without restriction. any hand-
cun, rifle, or shotgun, excepting fully automatic weap-
O11s.

Further opposed to Tamm are at least three state
associations of law enforcement officers (Wisconsin.
Washington, and Texas) who recently added their
voles to the luli;; list of enforcement ;lgvncics and state
legislatures who have gone on record against strict gun
controls such as licensing and registration. One such
group. in Wisconsin. stated its firm belief that gun
registration. far from keeping guns out of criminal
hands, “will instead add to enforcement problems.”
That same group added a statement that may well have
been directed at Tamm himself when they admonished
all concerned that, “Hereafter, all of you who feel you
need a talking point for these ridiculous gun laws,
please do not claim that law enforcement as a whole
is on vour side—we're not!” We pass this message
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along for Director Tamm’s attention.

As for Los Angeles Police Chiel Thomas Reddin. if
he supports the recommendations of the Committee
of which he is a member., he must have done a remark-
able about-face since his statements. made to the muhi-
million TV audiences following the assassination of
Senator Robert Kennedy in his city, that no gun law
would have or could have prevented that crime. It is
interesting to note, too. that Chief Reddin’s state.
California, ringingly rejected gun registration and the
licensing of gun owners.

Before me is a document of twelve legal-size pages
of single-space typing. mailed to me First Class under
18 cents postage, | am not especially honored by being
a recipient: according to information at hand. this is
a part of a nation-wide mailing of many thousands.
Postage alone, to say nothing of preparation and print-
ing. must have cost thousands of dollars. Is it imper-
tinent. we wonder, to ask who paid it—and why?

This is hardly an imposing document: it is badly
written, marred with typographical errors, cheaply re-
produced, less than worthy of the great names it car-
ries. But the truly shocking thing about it is its blatant
illogic, its hrazen use of false statistics, and its writer’s
abysmal ignorance or total disregard of facts easily
available to all Americans! The arguments are trite,
|)all'k|u.'_\'m]. Llis;ll'ﬂ\‘t"(] so often in these and other pages
that repetition would be wearying. Excerpts from a
two-page section titled “Fact Sheet On The Need For
Stronger Gun Controls”™ are enough in themselves to
brand the document for what it is—a hodgepodge of
lies. distortions, and misinformation. For example:

1- “In 1967. guns were used in 7.700 murders.”
IFalse. Deaths, maybe: and all deplorable. But murder
is a word the lawyers on your star-studded roster
should not permit you to use loosely. The figure
quoted includes accidental deaths. homicides of crim-
inals by police officers in the processes of law enforce-
ment. As for the accidents. we—not you—are doing
something about them. In spite of the steady increase
in gun ownership and the shooting sports. the inci-
dence of firearms accidents has steadily decreased. due
solely to the work of shooters themselves through such
agencies as the NRA Hunter Safety and Home Safety
programs. and others. As for the shooting of criminals
by police officers—we suggest that it be applauded.

2. “Since 1900, almost 800,000 Americans have been
Lilled by guns—more than have lost their lives in all
the wars in the history of the United States.” Gentle-
men, you know that this “statistic” has been disclaimed
by the sources, to whom it was attributed: that it is a
falsehood, invented as a blurb for a viciously anti-gun
publication.

3. “President John F. Kennedy—TUkilled by a mail
order rifle obtained with no questions asked.” TFalse.
Questions were asked. in strict accordance with federal

law, and answered falsely, (Continued on page 53)

XX X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X

1o



THE BRAND-NEW,
COMPLETELY REVISED
1969 REDBOOK OF
USED GUN VALUES
IS READY AND

WAITING FOR YOU!

revisep 1B epition

REDBOOK

OF USED GUN
VALUES

PUBLISHED BY

Guns

MAGALINE

INCLUDING
VALUABLE
GUN BUYER'S
DIRECTORY

It's bigger, better and more comprehensive than
ever before. Compiled by the editors of GUNS
Magazine, "The Finest in the Firearms Field,”
the all new 1969 REDBOOK is designed to help
you be a careful, knowledgeable buyer and
trader on the gun market. You'll know what to
look for, how much your own firearms are actu-
ally worth, and how to bargain for the best
; price. MNever before has such an autheritative
study been put together in one volume. {

The completely revised 1969 edition makes all
other volumes obsolete. Don't take a chance on
incorrect information costing you money! The
1969 REDBOOK has 130 pages of listings, with
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| 6T F I CAN consistently break 96
16 yard targets, why can’t I
break a hundred?” was the plaintive
contribution of one trapshooter to a
sporting goods store Monday Morn-
| ing Quarterback session.
A fast answer to that plaintive
J query would be that any shooter who
is regularly breaking 96x100 is going
[ to break the hundred. and soon.
i One of this particular shooter’s
| quarterbacking friends chipped in with
what was probably the best answer
for his case, which was that this
shooter shot only once a week at best.
The complaining shooter has some-
thing in common with the Sunday
golfer, who can be happy when he
breaks one hundred, which in golfing
parlance refers to an entirely different
set of circumstances. The golfer who
breaks a hundred shoots a score of
less than 100 which is reasonably en-
joyable exercise but which won’t win
| any trophies. Golfers who play only
once a week rarely sharpen all of
their strokes to the point where they
can put together a game near par.
Most once-a-week trapgunners
| must resign themselves to losing a
target here and there, for a score in
the nineties, which, as in the case of
golf, is an enjoyable outing, but which
will rarely take home any trophies.
A respectable proportion of trap-
gunners who score with regularity in
the nineties need only more shooting,
even if it is only of the once-a-week
variety to reach the perfect hundred.
Shooting is, after all, a blend of phys-
ical and mental skills, and requires
some conditioning of the mind and
| body for better performance.

Some shooters who lose the hun-

| dred by only a few birds do so simply

‘ because of fatigue brought on from
shooting one hundred shells. Other
hundred hopefuls miss their elusive

| goal only because they cannot disci-
‘ pline their minds to concentrate on

one hundred separate shots. Ob-
viously, the best way to treat this mal-
ady is to shoot more, so that the
shooter builds stamina and becomes

PULL!?

By DICK MILLER

accustomed to treating each of the
hundred shots as a separate challenge.

Any veteran clay target shooter
will tell you that many a shot is
missed before the shooter ever pulls
the trigger. By that they mean that
the shooters mind has wandered from
the task at hand, namely, breaking
the next target (that one and no
more). More often than not, when a
shooter starts thinking about total
score, the next post, the last few tar-
gets, ete., a big fat “zero” goes up on
the score sheet. How do I know? Ex-
perience, my dear friends, experience.

My first fifty-straight handicap
patch was delayed because, after
breaking forty-nine straight, my at-
tention strayed to one of the factory
men along the fence, and when I
called for the fiftieth target, I was
thinking of asking him for the patch
instead of breaking the target.

The shooter whose hang-up trig-
gered this column said in answer to
my question that his four misses that
produced the string of ninety-sixes
were scattered, and were not predict-
able. I know other shooters, including
myself, whose efforts to go straight
were sabotaged by one post, one field,
or one type of target. For example, I
once recorded a string of 14 consecu-
tive 96x100 scores at skeet, because I
missed the same target each time.
When it became agony to step up to
that post, I got a case of shells, and
stood on that post until I could break
that target without fear.

Early in my trap days, I lost more
good scores than I care to admit on
post five alone. In one Grand, for ex-
ample, I broke every target on posts
one through four and not many from
post five. Because I was unsuccessful
in petitioning the rules committee to
eliminate post five, I had to learn to
shoot it (by positioning my left foot
more to the right of the house, and by
starting my swing from a point more
to the right of the traphouse).

You can easily blow the hundred by
lifting your head off the stock ever so
slightly to see if that shot you concen-
trated so hard on was a hit or miss.
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Scratch one target if you fail . posi-
tion the gunstock correctly on your
shoulder. Record a “zero” on the score
sheet if you stop your swing, ever so
slightly, These are only some of the
more common reasons f{)l' miSSCd far-
gets. There are many others.

A shooter trying to break targets
with a gun which does not fit him
perfectly may hit every target for
which he compensates correctly, and
miss only those for which he fails to
allow for the lack of fit. For example,
it is quite possible to break good
scores, even perfect scores, with a
field-stocked gun, if the shooter re-
members to hold over or “black-out”
each target. But, if in the case of a
hard angle. or just a lapse of memory,
he fires point blank with the field-
stocked gun, scratch that target!

The size or importance of a shoot
often dictates who will shoot ninety-
six and who will break the hundred.
Some shooters shoot better when the
stakes are higher. and others can’t
stand the pressure.

It has always been my opinion, and
an opinion supported by many shoot-
ers I know, that at least one thousand
of the three thousand or so shooters
who compete for the Grand American
Handicap on a given day are of equal
mechanical shooting ability. Since
there are only ten trophies at stake on
that day, the ten shooters who collect
the hardware are those who are least
susceptible, on that day, to the pres-
sures of competing for a national
championship. So far as I know, or
can learn, there is only one way to
improve tournament shooting per-
formance, and that is to compete in
more tournaments.

If you, or one of your shooting bud-
dies raises the question, “Why, if I
consistently break 96, don’t I break
the hundred?” the answer may come
quickly with a few more tournaments.

A very large number of trapshoot-
ers who can break 96 with regularity,
but who find the perfect century elu-
sive, will try to solve the problem
with a new, or different, gun. And,
this can be the answer, It also can be
a figment of the imagination. A new,
or different, gun can have just that
tiny margin of lock time. swing, or
stock fit that will garner more targets
for the shooter. Then again, he may
be kidding himself. The answer may
not be in a new gun, but in learning
to shoot the one he has. It is difficult
to give long-distance, or even close-
up, advice as to whether a new gun is
indicated. Certainly, a new gun is not
indicated on the basis of a single
round, a single day, a month, or in
some cases, even a single year,

Some aspiring gunners may find
that it may take two seasons before a
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gun becomes so much an extension of
themselves that any or all misses need
not be blamed on the gun. More than
one shooting authority has said that
you can learn to shoot any gun well,
if you will stay with it long enough,
and I am inclined to agree.

Where targets are recorded ecan
have a bearing on scores. Gun clubs
make strenuous efforts in most cases
to throw uniform targets. But, it is
next to impossible to throw absolutely
uniform targets, and to duplicate the
same conditions for light, background,
winds, footing, ete. If you or a friend
seem to be in a rut as a result of re-
cording all your targets at one club,
don’'t jump to conclusions regarding
your shooting ability until you have
tried one or more other clubs. I would
probably have quit shooting in favor
of some other sport if I had confined
all my shooting to one of the first
clubs I tried.

This was a small, two-trap club.
Both of the traps seemed to be about
the same, with the same background,
wind, elevation, etc., but for most of
us, scores varied widely on the two
traps. Scores of 25 straight on one
trap and fifteen on the other were not
uncommon. The members seemed to
accept this as a fact of life, but I could
not. When 1 finally prevailed on a
friendly factory man to check the of-
fending trap, he found that it had
been improperly installed, and marv-
eled that anyone had been able to
score as many as 15 shooting over it.
This experience could be a guideline
for any club having a trap over which
it seems too many scores are sub-
standard and for which the reasons
are not otherwise obvious. For still
other shooters who shoot good scores
with regularity, but not quite good
enough, it is well to check to see if
these scores are a blend of practice
and tournament, all tournament, or all
practice. Without being aware of it,
some shooters vary their hold, swing,
ete. enough in tournaments as op-
posed to practice, that they become in
fact two different shooters. It may
also be said that these shooters are
using two different guns. If you cheek
loosely, and hold the gun loosely in
practice, then cheek harder or tighter,
and hold the gun more firmly in tour-
naments, you are, in a very real sense,
shooting two different guns, because
the stock dimensions are changed by
your cheeking and hold.

Because it is early in the new year,
I have devoted this space to the prob-
lems of the shooter who may be just a
few targets away from a great 1969.
For those of you who do not have this
problem, my congratulations, and best

wishes for an even better

year over the traps.
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GLENN COMMITTEE

(Continued from page 49)

in breach of federal laws against use
of the mails to defraud—just as crimi-
nals do and will break laws regarding
guns,

4, “The Reverend Martin Luther
King, Jr.—killed by a rifle in the
hands of an escaped eriminal who was
free to buy and possess the gun de-
spite his known record.” False. Fed-
eral laws have. for years, prohibited
purchase or possession of a gun by
known criminals and/or fugitives
from justice. Again, the killer broke
the law—as criminals are prone to do.

5. “Senator Robert F. Kennedy—
killed by a cheap pistol, the purchase
of which did not require a permit or
registration.” True. But a member cf
your Committee, Police Chief of Los
Angeles, said at the time, that permit
requirement nor registration would
have prevented the crime.

6. “Forty-seven Americans—shot
down from the top of the University
of Texas Tower by a man who
amassed an arsenal of weapons with-
out permit or registration.” True. But
no law even you have advocated
would have prevented that clean-cut,
law abiding, model of rectitude from
“acquiring an arsenal.” His sin was
possession of a brain cancer. Abolish
that, if you can, by legislation.

“In almost all states, guns may
legally be bought by eriminals . . .”
False. In no state can guns be bought
legaliy by criminals (see 4 above).
Why not enforce the laws we have,
instead of inventing new ones? Or if
the laws we have cannot be enforced,
how could we enforce the new ones?

8. “The United States had 5.126 gun

“murders” (or deaths?) in 1963,
whereas England and Wales, with

striet gun laws, had only 24.” This is
akin to saying that fewer people were
killed by automobiles in Bermuda,
where there are no automobiles, than
in the United States, where there are
millions. England’s striet gun laws
have, over many decades, reduced the
incidence of guns in private owner-
ship to less than 1 per cent of that in
the United States (where citizens
have stubbornly defended, and will
defend, their right as free men to own
firearms.)

But you have a point here. The
trouble is that you have completely
ignored it! Permit me to make it for
you:

It is true that England has less
murder than we have. London and
New York City, for example, have al-
most identical populations—and their
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gun laws, too, are almost identical. In
1966, New York City reported a total
of 654 murders. Of these, 184 were
committed with handguns—the spe-
cific type of firearms most strictly
restricted by the Sullivan Law. In the
same year, London reported only 36
murders, with all weapons.

Note, please, that even if there had
been not one single gun in New York
City, New York City would still have
had more than 12 times the number
of murders committed in London!
Gun regulation had nothing to do
with it: in this, both cities are identi-
cal. So—why? Are Americans just
more violent, more likely to kill, than
their British cousins? Yes, probably.
Violence has been our heritage, and if
there is blame for that, let others
place it. But criminologists and law
enforcement leaders point to other
factors:

They point out that, in England, cit-
izens respect the law enforcement of-
ficer, and support him. Courts act
swiftly and with stern justice once a
criminal is caught and convicted. The
British public and the British press
display no maudlin sympathy for the
murderer; they reserve their compas-
sion for the murdered and those be-
reaved by it. The sickish sentimental-
ity, “There’s no such thing as a bad
boy!” never came from England!
There are bad boys, and bad girls, and
bad men, and bad women—and they
do get guns, or other weapons, laws to
the contrary notwithstanding. Let us
by all means prevent, if we can, their
access to any weapon. But might it
not be more sensible, gentlemen, to
direct your talents, and your prestige,
and your money to the promotion of
respect for law, respect for law en-
forcement, and realistic court attitude
and court action toward crime and
criminals—rather than to direct those
powers against an inanimate object
which cannot act except by human
direction, which eannot act criminally
except by eriminal direction?

9. Under “comparative homicide
rates” in states having strong firearm
controls as against states with “weak”
firearms laws, four “strong law” states
are listed in one column, four “weak
law” states in the other. But, gentle-
men, did you forget that the state
having the lowest homicide rate of all
(Vermont) has practically no legisla-
tive restriction whatever on private
firearms ownership? Did you over-
look the fact, reported by the FBI,
that New York City, with the strictest
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firearms laws in the nation, had a
homicide rate higher than that of 131
out of 183 cities specially studied by
the FBI in 1965? Or did your copy-
writers just choose figures to bear out
your contention?

Gentlemen, in the words of the
most powerful of all of your anti-gun
allies (whose name does not appear
on vour roster), “Come, let us reason
together!” If you have read the rec-
ords you know that we who love guns
hate criminal use of guns as much or
more than you do, that we started
years before you did to seek solutions
to that problem, asking for better
laws and better enforcement of exist-
ing laws before you were aware that
there was a problem. We have op-
posed only the harassment of law
abiding people by laws duplicating
existing laws or by laws historically

proven to be useless. What you want,
basically, is what we want: freedom
from fear of guns in the hands of bad
people. But we who oppose your
methods are not bad people. Guns in
our hands will never hurt you.
Thanks to you and your well-inten-
tioned but misguiding efforts, and the
influence your outcries have exerted
on our legislative bodies, some
25,000,000 law abiding American citi-
zens are condemned to useless harass-
ment by laws that will not prevent a
single crime in our country—laws
that will add to, rather than decrease,
the burden of law enforcement—laws
that eriminals will laugh at—laws that
law enforcement itself will be forced
to ignore because it lacks the man-
power and the funds to enforce them!
We suffer—and your country suffers
the waste of millions of man hours

and tax dollars—because you thought
your eminence in your fields gave you
the right and the wisdom to invade
ours. It doesn't—any more than our
experience in the field of gun legisla-
tion entitles us to tell you how to fly
space ships, or play baseball, or wear
a revealing neckline.

It takes far longer to correct an
error than to make one: so there'll be
plenty of time for you to weigh the
results of vour adventiure in propa-
ganda. We suggest that you do that.
Study the crime statistics for 1969
and for 1970. See if the laws you pro-
moted have produced the results you
expected.

Then, in the midst of your disap-
pointment, consider the old adage
about the shoemaker. advising him to

stick to his last. It has a -
ﬁ-

GUN CASES

(Continued from page 25)

for storage. In the hunting car an-
other type of case is needed. This is a
full length saddle leather sheath. with
a closed end fastened with an crdinary
buckle. This type of case is made of
heavy skirting leather and will save a
rifle from a vast number of hard
knocks. It should not be lined but
should present only the flesh side of
the hide to the rifle. The case should
not be made of sheepskin or any soft
leather for if it is, it simply will not
cushion and protect the weapon as it
should. On one safari, I had the
Shoellkopf Co. of Dallas, Texas, make
four of these cases for me. This was
10 years ago, and since then I have
hauled these cases around the world.
In a pinch such a case will serve as a
rifle scabbard for use on the saddle.

Before it got to be popular to hijack
airplanes, it was possible to mount the
loading ramp with your rifle in such a
case, over your shoulder. You could
then stack it in a corner of the pas-
senger compartment and no one
thought anything about it. Later on,
when aircraft were forced to fly to
Cuba, they got pretty tough about
packing your ordnance on board. If
the airline had the policy, the stew-
ardess would cart the rifle up into the
pilot’s compartment and give it to you
at the conclusion of the flight. Now,
it is generally taboo to try to board at
all with the shooting iron draped over
your shoulder. It is required that it
be turned over to the baggage smash-
ers, and this is a hazardous business—
especially if you are going several
thousand miles and will spend as
many thousand bucks for a hunting

5k

foray. I have given my rifle, in its full
length leather sheath, to the baggage
people and then wondered what kind
of shape it would be in after four
hundred pounds of baggage was tossed
into the aircraft hold atop of it. The
leather scabbard is alright for cover
against the ordinary rough handling
of the hunting car but it is not enough
for air travel!

On horseback, the saddle scabbard
is a must. There are many styles and
the most of these are satisfactory. The
quality of the leather should be just
as genuine as the cases made for me
by Schoellkopf; that is of heavy skirt-
ing cowhide. The rifle takes quite a
licking on the saddle and it must be
protected by the thickness of the
sheath. Despite its good quality it
should not be made oversize. You see
many scabbards that are made for a
universal fit. These will accept any
rifle, whether with scope or without,
feature a full length cap over the
stock and altogether are far too bulky
and certainly too heavy. The rifle
swings on one side of the horse and it
usually weighs eight to nine pounds.
If the scabbard which carries the gun
weighs another five pounds, you have
far too much swung on one side of the
animal: it tends to turn the saddle and
will give him a sore back after a few
days riding.

The saddle scabbard should not
have a cover over its mouth. When
the rifle is needed it is usually in a
great hurry. If the case has a zipper
closing the open end, or a bungle-
some cap over the stock, or some
other fol-de-rol, the chances for a fast

core of sound wisdom!

shot are lost. I have my scabbards
made with a minimum of length and
with the stock in the open. I can then
grasp the rifle in the small of the grip
before dismounting. The gun is hauled
out of the leather as I step down off
the horse.

It has grown popular in the west to
equip the pickup truck—the most
common means of transport in the
ranch country—with gun racks. These
are mounted in the back of the driv-
er's cab, over the rear window. These
racks are made of metal and are lined
with plastic so that they do not scratch
or mar the finish on the rifle. This
device works very well; it makes the
rifle easily accessible, it is out of the
way, and the gun may ride there day
after day spared from the vicissitudes
of the weather.

During the past decade a new kind
of travel case has came along. This is
the plastic hardshell, and it has a lot
going for it. It is lined with polyure-
thane and gives the firearm perfect
protection. The better cases have a
ribbed shell that provides extra
strength and protection. Also, the
good ones have a piano-type hinge
along the back side which gives the
proper strength to the lid. The lid is
closed by a series of three snap fas-
teners and there is ordinarily one or
two simple locks. Within the case
there are tie-downs to further secure
the rifle. However the poly-lined in-
terior anchors the gun once the lid is
closed so that the chances of it shift-
ing are virtually nil. These cases for
air travel are the best yet developed.

The larger of the new hardshell
boxes will hold two firearms. These
are arranged so that neither gun
touches the other. There are usually
straps for further securing the guns,
and there is alwayvs room to put in a
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hundred cartridges or so, a cleaning
rod, and some cleaning materials.

I have an all-aluminum case which
is lined with sponge and is of quite
high quality. I have taken one of
these all-aluminum cases from Alaska
to Asia with me and it has provided
perfect protection to the two rifles
within. There is a sturdy lock, three
fasteners, and a full length piano-type
hinge, also a place for a name plate.
After countless long air journeys and
through the mangling which only air
freight handlers can give a piece of
baggage this case has no damage to
show.

While this kind of a case, as well as
the plastic hardshells are alright for
hunting trips, they are not to be used
for firearms storage. Once in 1963,
having concluded a safari in the NFD
of Kenya, I came back to Nairobi and
left my rifles with a forwarding agent,
to be returned by water freight. The
agent stored the gun case, an all-

Rack for truck cab by San Angelo.

plastic hardshell with poly in a ware-
house where during the day the tem-
peratures went to 100 and at night
dropped to 50 degrees. When the rifles
finally reached me, after about 4
months, both were deeply rusted: one
so badly it was pitted on the outer
surfaces. The poly-lined case had
reacted to the temperature changes
and with the condensation that oc-
curred, had collected and held this
moisture and the rust had resulted.
The moral of this tale is simple. don’t
store your guns in one of these cases.
Neither in Nairobi nor at home!

Another bad offender in this regard
is the case, whether of hard leather or
plastic. that is lined with sheepskin.
This stufl is one of the worst offend-
ers on the score of collecting moisture.
They say that sheep’s wool has lano-
lin in it and this will resist the mois-
ture but I do not subscribe to this
theory. In my experience sheepskin
in a scabbard is murderous on any
firearm that is stored in it. Don't
tuck away any gun in a sheepskin
case for long periods of time.

At home, I keep my rifles and shot-
guns in a series of gun cabinets. Some
of these cases are glass-fronted, oth-
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ers have solid doors. During the wet
weather season I place a small bulb
inside the larger cases and permit it
to burn day and night, this keeps the
moisture out and prevents condensa-
tion. The glass-fronted cabinets
permit a look-see without removing a
gun from its rack. Sweaty hands,
especially by some persons, will in-
duce more rusting than an immersion
in salt water. When parties call to
look over the battery 1 encourage
them to gaze on the shooting irons
without handling them. If, however,
yvou get the fellow who simply must
handle each gun, work the bolt, cheek
it, and pull the trigger, then you have
to go over each gun when he departs
with rag containing some type of
preventative.

The gun cabinet keeps dust off the
battery, mitigates changes in temper-
ature, reduces the nuisance of con-
densation and moisture collection, and
makes a good deal easier the job of
keeping a great many guns in good
order. A number of my rifles and
some of my shotguns have been
chrome-plated. This is done by the
Marker Machine Co. of Charleston,
Ill., and is a surefire way to eliminate
the hazard of rusting. There is a black
chrome which is applied to the outer
surfaces which has a high lustre to
it and this together with the regular
chrome job on the barrel and bolt,
makes the rifle impervious to not only
the elements but to those fellows who
simply have to handle the gun as it
stands in the gun case. I seldom oil
these chromed jobs, although Marker
suggests that it be done, especially
the outside. I have never found one
that rusted through its black chrome
yet.

Pistols, I store in a metal chest with
a vertical series of drawers in it, each
drawer holding two handguns. In
each drawer there are two sacks of
silica-jel to absorb moisture, These
handguns are watched for signs of
corrosion for they are handled a good
deal and quite oftens hands are
sweaty. After firing I scrub out the
bore and go over the exterior with an
oily rag. If the gun has not been fired
in some time I haul it forth every
two weeks and inspect it. The bore
will usually require no more oil but
the outside will get a swipe from the
cloth. The drawers are of metal and
while painted are still susceptible to
changes in temperature with the re-
sulting condensation.

Shooters with only a few guns may,
as I do with those rifles and shotguns
which I am shooting continually, keep
them in an open rack just within the
gun room, where there is no protec-
tion. Dust settles on them and pass-
ing breezes deposit moisture. Because

r—- JUST PUBLISHED

For years, Savage Pocket Automatics have been a mys-
tery to all but o few. Models and issues were hopelessly
contused, valuable meces often went for the same price
as common varnehes.,

Mow " 10 Shots Quick’” clears all that up, gives you the
full stary on Savages: What to seek, how to identify
them; how many guns were made; the vorious issues,
the French and Portugese purchases, presentation

guns, oddities, ond much more.
Author Doniel K. Stern, working from factory records,
10 Shots Quack”

is o well-told tole written by a professional for oll gun

spent nearly seven years in research, ™

collectors
Send $8.50, Money Order or Check to:
Book Dept., GUNS Magazine

8150 N. Central Park Ave., Skokie, Ill,
Shipped Postage Paid

AuthenticReplicas
Reproduced in
Actual Size, De
sign and Balance.
Solid Cast Alumi
num, Finished in for Den. R
Gunmetal Black, Room, Cahin F'l

START COLLECTING NOW’

Army .45 Auto — Luger — Colt Cobra
Fast Draw .44 — Mauser Autaomatic — Jap Nambu

LYTLE NOVEI.TY COMPANY, Dept. G

Box 2146
Factory n-[l ‘14745 Rimgate Dr.
Wluttu'r. cal., 90606

He-man trog

RARE MANUALS!

Over 1000 rare manuals on first aid, comp-
ing, fieldcraft, survival, self-defense weapons,
tactics and methods of combat in Viet Mam
special forces opcrations, explosives, demoli-
tions, sabotage, total resistance, guerrilla
warfare, plus many others. FREE CATALOG

. send 50c¢ for postage & handling . . .
refund on 1st order.

PANTHER PUBS.
P. 0. Box 369-B, Boulder, Colo. 80302

HOW TO GET OUT OF DEBT
AND ENJOY YOUR INCOME...

Rills Piling Up? Creditors Pressing You?
Can’t Make Ends Meet? Afraid Of Bad Credit?
This MNew Publication, “"HOW TO GET OUT
OF DEBT AND ENIJOY YOUR INCOME" is
Published By A Lleoding Accountant. Price
Now Only $2.98 plus 25¢ postage & handling.
Complete Satisfaction Or Your Money Refunded
Immediately. Send $2.98 plus postage to:

BATISTA OLIVIERI, P.O. Box 403
Dept. 5-15, Baltimore, Md. 21203

WORLD'S MOST COMPLETE
FIREARM PRODUCT

o GUN
TREATMENT

e CLEANS YOUR n
GUN: Removes {'
all traces of
rust and leading, "%

@ LUBRICATES YOUR GUN: Will not
freeze, oxidize. or evaporate.
Insures perfect firing at extreme
temperatures.

® PROTECTS YOUR GUN: Leaves an
invisible magnetic film over
metal parts—Protects against
rust and ""Finger Print'’ damage.



NEW!

CARTRIDGE BRASS
SO DURABLE IT SETS
A NEW STANDARD
OF QUALITY FOR
RIFLE RELOADERS

Now . . cartridge brass
made especially for the
reloader! So tough it
doubles case life ‘even
using maximum loads).
Now available in the

following calibers:

222 Remington, 243 Winchester, 270
Winchester, 7x57 Mauser, 7mm Reming-
ton Magnum, 30-30 Winchester, 300 Sav-
age, 308 Winchester, 30-06 Springfield,
300 Winchester Magnum, 8x57 Mauser.

Manufacturing for the reloader
is Speer’s only business.

D I

ST

Distributed solely in the U.S. by Speer, Inc.
P.O. Box 641, Lewiston, Idaho 83501

these dozen guns are in constant use,
they are always under my eye and I
am alert to signs of deterioration.
After firing each day. those that have
been used are immediately cleaned
and oiled, and the daily attention
keeps all of them in good shape. A
rack is not a gun case, but it serves
well if wvou will occasionally look
over the battery stacked there.

Occasionally, I get letters from sol-
diers who are going overseas for a
period of several years. They want to
know how to store their ordnance so
it will keep in good order until they
return. There are about as many
things not to do in a storage job of
this kind as there are things to do.
One of the items to avoid is stuffing
the firearm into any kind of a case.
Another is not to run a grease-im-
pregnated cord through the bore and
leave it there. Neither should you
stuff an oily patch in the muzzle. And,
do not store the guns with any cloth-
ing, leather, or plastics,

A chest should be made of lumber,
seasoned and dried, and it should be
large enough so no gun touches an-
other. The rifles, once in place. should
be wedged apart. The chest should be
stored fat, not stood on end. To do
this will tend to drain the grease in

the bore toward the action. It should
be marked so that in storage the fire-
arms are all in a horizontal position.
The gun should be pulled out of the
stock and greased with a heavy pre-
servative. This should be serubbed
into the bore but the barrel does not
have to be plugged with it. The action
should be dismounted and all parts
thoroughly coated. Then the gun can
be again assembled to the stock. The

wood needs no particular attention
unless you want to go over it with a
good stock preservative like Linseed.

If there is a scope on the rifle this
should be removed and stored sepa-
rately. Iron sights can be left in place
and greased with the preservative just
as the gun is treated.

During World War II. T shipped
home some booty rifles. These I
dunked in heavy preservative before
shipping. Some of these guns have
never been degreased to this day. The
metal is still in perfect order. The
grease still just as sticky and persist-
ent. Weapons put up in this fashion
and then locked away in a wooden
rifle chest will withstand several
vears of storage if the place where
the chest is located is reasonably free

from temperature changes, is -I

dry, and free of condensation.
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DAVIDSON DOUBLE

(Continued from page 21)

have had other foreign guns will un-
doubtedly recall that a good many
were packaged in a pulpy pressed
board which fell apart when opened.

I have, in the past fifteen years, ex-
amined and shot many doubles—from
Spain, Italy, etc.—in this same price
range. Some have been good and some
have been downright lousy. For less
than $100 (or even for a few bucks
more if the price should rise), the
Davidson 63-B is one of the better
buys. My reasons for saying this may
not cover all of the factors you might
consider, but it’s my neck.

The first consideration is over-all
finish. My 63-B showed excellent
metal-to-wood matching with only a
few slight gaps. The metal parts which
were not brush-nickle finished showed
a better than average blue job, which
means that the polishing job, done
before it was blued, was better than
average. The action opened and closed
easily, and the safety moved without
the grating sound heard on many low-
priced doubles. About the only thing
I found wrong with the finish was the
engraving, I've got a thing about en-
graving that says if it can’t be perfect,

it shouldn’t be done at all. The en-
graving on the 63-B is adequate for
the price, but I would prefer half as
much done twice as well.

Shooting the 20 gauge 63-B was a
real joy. After I had patterned the
gun—not so much to count pellets,
but more to be sure that it shot where
it was pointed—I took a couple of
boxes of Federal No. 8 skeet loads,
a hand trap, and a willing slave to
operate it, and went into a nearby
field. Being only a fair to poor shot-
gunner, the number of targets busted
is immaterial, and could prove embar-
rassing. However, the fit of the stock
and the general feel of the gun did
much to raise my lowly average. 1
found that the close-in birds were
smashed to bits by the left (modified)
barrel. and busted rather well by the
right (Imp. Cyl.) tube. Those birds
that flew a bit farther were only dust-
ed by the more open barrel, but still
scattered nicely with the tight tube.

In the field, the 63-B did itself
proud on the opening day of pheasant.
The birds were rising close, and the
20 proved adequate enough to get me
the limit before noon. After that,

A fine double barreled shot-
gun at a price a man can
afford! Once a dream, now
a reality. Many years of de-
velopment and design refine-
ments have gone into the

“NEW 63B DAVIDSON DOUBLE”
The long sought result has been realized
—a truly fine quality double, possessing
those undefinable handling qualities of

speed, balance, and feel.

Find out the whole story for yourself—
write today for the new Davidson Fire-
arms Catalogue, giving complete details
on all our new shotguns, rifles and

handguns.

We are now includ-
ing a set of alumi-
num snap caps free
with all new “G63B"
shotguns.

Davidson
Firearms

Available in 12, 16, 20, 28, and .410 gauge.
Also available in 10, 12, and 20 magnum.

Dealer inquiries invited.
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Company

2703 HIGH POINT ROAD PHONE (919) 292-5161
GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 27420

this little 20 connected on the first two
cottontails that scattered from brush
piles. Then I quit while ahead.

Having had some experience with
lower-priced doubles, as I mentioned,
here are some of the things I looked
for on the 53-B, and didn’t find: finish
marred and a poor fit at junction of
buttstock and buttplate; sharp edges
on frame and other metal parts; mat-
ted rib that looks like it had a per-
manent wave: fore-end that fits either
too loose or too tight; rough cham-
bering: rough wood in flutes and val-
ley of pistol grip. There are a couple
of other features of the 63-B worth
noting. These guns are all proofed by
the Spanish proof house at Eibar; but
in addition, are fired at the factory
with American shells (the two emp-
ties are included for your inspection).
There are some imports that will fire
European shells OK, but will hang up
with U.S. fodder. Also, each 63-B
comes with a pair of snap caps at no
additional cost,

All in all, T found the Davidson 63-
B a nice gun at a reasonable price.

There is a magnum version of the
63-B available at about $115, and a
little fancier version of the standard
63-B (called the BDL) at about $110,
which comes in the 20 and

.410 models only.

Davidson Firearms Co.

Model 63B
Side By Side

Double
$99.50

SUGGESTED RETAIL PRICE
MAGNUM and DELUXE

MODELS SLIGHTLY
HIGHER

57



WAFFEN-BORSE

(Continued from page 47)

to come intelligently to grips with the
firearms legislation problem. Unfortu-
nately, it's substantially the same
problem in Germany as in the U.S.,
although their laws are already
harsher than anything that's been se-
riously proposed in Congress.

More than 2800 visitors to the
Walfen-Borse signed a protest book to
register their objection to anti-gun
bills then pending before the Bun-
destag, and more doubtless would
have done so had there not been a
constant line waiting to sign.

Dr. Rolf Hinze. one of Germany's
most erudite lawyers, writes regularly
for the Waffen-Journal on the subject
of weapons law. More than that, he

T ———
< IS('nd my ccpy of GUN ENGRAVING REVIEW right oway.
o IChcck or meney order enclosed for $21.95.

spends a major portion of his time |

travelling the country defending
shooters in court when they've run
afoul of Germany's complex maze of
arms statutes which both the police
and the general legal practitioner are
ill-qualified to interpret.

In order to cut away some of the
haze of misconceptions which shrouds
German weapons law, DWJ held an
evening of lectures at a local hotel the
second night of the Waffen-Borse.
This assumed an attendance of about
fifty people, but at the last minute the
gathering was moved to the banquet
hall of the local gymnasium with a
seating capacity of 250. Over four
hundred people showed up, and al-

'GUN
ENGRAVING
REVIEW

E. C. PRUDHOMME

This is the new, enlarged second edi-

tion of the only complete reference |

ever published on engraved guns and
the classic engraver’s art.

Almost 200 pages of crystal clear pic-
tures illustrating the artistry of over
100 engravers. Detailed descriptions
of engraving styles and inlays. Com-
plete information how to evaluate en-
graved guns before you buy or sell.
This book has enabled several collec-
tors to make unusual buys of rare guns
because of their ability to recognize
valuable engraving. Basic step by step
instructions for beginning gun engrav-
ers plus illustrations and techniques
for inlays of precious metals.

16 full color, full page illustrations of
some of the world’s most handsome
firearms. These superb color prints
won two of the nation’s highest print-
ing awards and are treasured collec-
tors’ items,

Library-bound with full color dust-
jacket. Less than two thousand copies
available. $21.95 shipped postage
paid.

§150 M. Central Park Avenue I
I Skokie, lllinois 60076

l Name.

| Address.

though no standing room was left. not
a single person left until the meeting
broke up at midnight.

The German shooters who made up
the audience were concerned primar-
ily with the rather inexplicable logic
behind the law books. For instance,
any military rifle manufactured since
1898 is classified as war material.
Thus the purchase, transport, or sale
of a 98K bolt rifle is strictly forbidden.
However, if the bayonet lug is ground
down and the graduations on the ra-
dial sight for ranges over three hun-
dred meters are removed, the weapon
is then classified as a sporting arm,
and it may move legally in commerce.
A scope can be mounted, and it’s still
legal. But is it less lethal than when it
first left the plant, and if not, for what
purpose was the law structured?

Any semi-automatic military rifle,
no matter what modifications it un-
dergoes, is thoroughly wverboten. An
M-14, for instance, would be illegal
even if the magazine capacity were
reduced to two shots. Yet the Win-
chester Model 100, which uses the
same White's patent gas system as the
M-14. and fires the same cartridge, is
considered a sporting arm. One is left
with the conclusion that essentially
the difference between a legal weapon
and an illegal one is just a question of
how much wood is attached!

he shooters made their points well,
and T gained the impression that
the German enforcement officials
profited from the opportunity to min-
gle with gunners who were doing
their best to abide by the law. and
who only asked that the law be
founded on logic. On the other hand,
gun enthusiasts were able to see the
police as intelligent individuals doing
a difficult and necessary job as best
they could under unenviable circum-
stances. It was the kind of frank and
friendly exchange of views that
should be encouraged everywhere.
Police and governmental participa-
tion at the Walflenborse was not lim-
ited to speechmaking—their exhibits
at the Neubau were excellent and ed-
ucational. The State Criminal Investi-
gations Bureaus of Bavaria and
Baden-Wiirttemburg cooperated in
producing a fascinating display of
violation weapons: walking stick
guns, zip guns, and home-made sil-
encers. The Staatliche Sprengcom-
mando of Stuttgart. a bomb disposal
unit, presented a table full of deacti-
vated warheads of the type that these
iron-nerved technicians dig up by the
dozen each week. And the Baden-
Wiirttemburg State Proof House at
Ulm displayed a fascinating collection
of arms that had failed the mandatory
proof firing.
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The Swiss Army had a comprehen-
sive exhibit entitled “650 Years of
Military Shooting in Switzerland”
that traced the development of Swiss
military arms from pikes and cross-
bows to the Model 57 assault rifle.
Most interesting was an experimental
prototype of the Furrer M4l subma-
chinegun with the side-mounted tog-
gle-lock mechanism.

All told, there were seventy exhibi-
tors, coming from Germany, Den-
mark, England, the Netherlands,
Austria and Switzerland, and fifteen
more had to be turned down for lack
of space. Some 5,000 arms, valued at
three-quarter million dollars, were on
display, with antiques predominating.

Barthel von Heilbronn, who has
probably the finest Colt collection in
Europe, presented an elegant display
of percussion, transition. and early
cartridge pistols of both European and
American origin. K. E. Skafte, the
Danish antique arms dealer, showed a
fine collection of decorated wheel-
locks. flintlocks. and powder flasks.

The German Klingenmuseum at
Solingen sent three swords. The first,
a bronze dated 500 B.C., was asso-
ciated with King Darius I of Persia. A
Samurai sword with original case had
been presented to Adolf Hitler by
the Emperor of Japan. The third was
Chancellor Otto von Bismarck’s per-
sonal dress sword. These blades were
insured for nearly $15,000.

Of the cartridge collections, Hans
Bert Lockhoven's display of early self
contained rounds which tied in with
lavish illustrations from old reference
books was notable. Hans Erlmeier,
co-author of the Manual of Pistol and
Revolver Cartridges, presented an el-
egant sampling from his vast collec-
tion of handgun cartridges arranged
according to projectile types.

Of the industrial exhibits, SIG of
Switzerland had the most constantly
mobbed table of the show. Set against
a backdrop of mural-sized photo-
graphs, every weapon from the SIG
line was available for handling and
inspection, including a number of cut-
away models.

Steyr-Daimler of Austria was on
hand with the re-vamped Mannlicher
line, and Franz-Sodia of Ferlach had
a first-rate sampling of their fine dou-
bles and drillings. Rheinmettal had an
interesting exhibit on barrel manu-
facture by the hammer forging proc-
ess. And Mauser, though not formally

present, were much in evidence with
samples of their Model 66 bolt rifle,
and prototypes of the not-yet-re-
leased HSec pistol which turned up in
dealers’ displays.

If it was a fine show for the gun
fancier, the long term rewards may be
even more impressive. For the Amer-
ican shooter can only be envious of
the amount of favorable publicity the
Waffenbiorse garnered. Both of the
German TV networks covered the
show twice each for a total of twenty
minutes of viewing on Sunday after-
noon and Monday
evening prime time. Thirty-five news
representatives showed up for DWJ's
press conference, and
write-ups subsequently appeared in
such papers as the “Stuttgarter Zie-
tung” and the influential “Die Welt"”
of Hamburg. “Stern,” Germany's
equivalent to “Life,” worked on a fea-
ture for a forthcoming issue and four
radio stations gave coverage. All
press reports to date have treated the
Waflfenborse well indeed.

One reason for this excellent bit of
press-relations is that the Waffen-
Journal staff are newsmen to the core,
and find the publicity game old hat
indeed. The Deutsches Waffen-Jour-
nal was founded three years ago by
Schwiibisch Hall publisher Emil
Schwend, with Horst Schankliss of
the local newspaper as editor in chief.
The first issues, though admirably
done from a journalistic standpoint,
were pretty spotty on technical accu-
racy. The technical deficiencies have
been cured by dint of three years of
hard study, and by the addition of
German arms authority Richard Hor-
lacher to the stafl. With the assistance
of Schwend-group reporter Hans
Herbert Frank, Schankliss and Hor-
lacher are now turning out a publica-
tion that earns even the admiration of
notably hard-nosed German weapons
engineers with whom I've spoken.

If the future of the magazine is well
secured, that of the Waffenborse cer-
tainly seems so as well. The enormous
attendance figures and the public en-
thusiasm for the event still has its
sponsors somewhat dazed, and several
German cities have made bids to have
the next show moved to their conven-
tion facilities. As the “NRA show” of
Europe, the Waffenborse is off to a
fine start, and for American shooters

attending, it seemed

just like home.

Annual NRA Show and Exhibit

The 98th Annual National Rifle Association Meeting will be held in
Washington, D.C., from March 29 through April 3. If you have never at-
tended an NRA show, you should try to attend this one; if you have attend-

ed before, come again.
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Authentic

! . CIVIL WAR
¢ Cannon
‘ 11 pounder NAPOLEON
t
'.

TRUE COLLECTOR'S PIECE: I/19th scale model of al
wood & metal parts kit of historic Civil War cannes.
complete with 14 steel cannon balls on wood stand.
$9.00 PPD.  Also, 10 pounder PARROTT Cannon, $7.50
| PPD. with matchina LIMBER kit. both §12. PPD. LIM-
BER also fits NAPOLEON 36. PPD. Calif. residents add
5% S.T. Other interesting wall gun plaques, cannon, ete.
Ilustrated catalog 25¢.

Military Miniature Reproductions

Box 1143 N Hollywood, Calif. 90028

YOUR HUNTING
COMPANION #43488

FULLY FINISHED STOCKS
EACH 52215 plus $1.25 postage

IZE YOUR MILITARY RIFLE WITH A
E‘L’lf.-{.?mHLETTEﬂ WALNUT SPORTER_STOCK.
Custom walnut Monte Carlo stock precisely in-
letted and ready for immediate fitting. Hand
checkered pistol grip and forend. Especially suit-
able for scope-mounted rifles. 1-piece stocks avail-
able for: Springfield Mauser Models 93, 95, 98;
E.N. 98, Sako, Sav. 110, B.S.A,, Enfleld US P-14,
p-17 Also 2 pc. stock for Lee Enfield No. 1
Mark 111, No. 4 & No. 5 Jungle Carbine.

RARE SIKH "y e
SWORDS oy

ONLY $19.50 EACH—PAIR $35.00

antigque swords a CENTURY old

complete with “al . Orkgin

v of the
L

Ea

tem.
not confuse ihe
made  imitations),

Add 75e per sword for prepald dellvery.

CENTURY ARMS, INC. Dept. G
3 Federal Street, 5t. Albans, Vermont 05478

BO-MAR RIBS & SIGHTS

Accuracy Products

Made Pistol A
Proven Qua

ories of

Custom

LOW PROFILE RIBS - for Colt. Brownina,

Smith & Wesson and Mi-Standard. BO-MAR

DELUXE SIGHTS - 16 wvarious models.
Dealer Inquiry Welcome

Bo-Mar Tool & Mtg. Co., Dept. G,
| Carthage, Texas 75633
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TEFLON-COATED CARBINES

(Continued from puge 39)

still there with these new coated guns,
but it is greatly reduced. Some of the
reduction may be due to the fact that
the finish is applied to the metal, thus
adding to the tightness of the action,
but a good deal is due to the muting
effect of the finish itself. Pulling back
on the slide of a new coated carbine
is quite an experience, especially for
those who own a standard carbine.
Another factor worth remembering is
that no lubrication is required on any
of the parts coated with Teflon-5;
thus you don’t have to worry about
cold weather jamming because of con-
gealed oil or grease.

Universal is offering the Teflon-S
coating on their sporterized version
of the carbine, not the military style.
Called the Universal .30 TC, it fea-
tures a walnut stock with Monte

VL CECIIPp
PSS S o™

metal has rubbed on metal.

As the photo on the opening page
of this article shows. the new Uni-
versal Teflon .30 TC comes in a vari-
ety of colors; olive green; black, blue,
tan, and white. The finish, discount-
ing the color, is smooth and somewhat
dull. I have not had a chance to see
the black colored finish as yet, but
would think that it would be more
attractive than all but the most highly
polished custom blueing.

Of all of the major components of
this carbine, only the bolt, front and
rear sights, and the inside of the bar-
rel are not coated with Teflon-S. The
coating on the clip makes it snick into
place with nary a sign of sticking or
binding. and the slide works like vel-
vet. I understand that Teflon S, al-

though a lot tougher than its counter-

on the TC with the Universal base,
which is included, and which fits
either the Universal or Weaver rings.

The Universal action, with its re-
designed slide, double recoil springs
and guides, and modified gas piston
and housing. is a far ecry from the
original GI Carbine with its inherent
bugs—and with the crowning touch
of Teflon-S protection, it is about as
fool-proof as it could be made within
the confines of the basic action. If you
have a bad taste in your mouth from
shooting the GI carbine: try a new
Universal TC. And, if vou have never
shot any .30 Carbine before, try this
one before you decide if a Carbine is
for you. Perhaps you'll find yourself
among those of us who have found a
shooting friend, yet cannot say exact-
ly why we like it so. Many gun writ-
ers have tried to explain the “Carhine
Enigma,” and vet no one can pinpoint
the reason for its fantastic sales rec-
ord, With the new Universal TC,
shooters will have the best of the

L

Steps in Teflon-coating process: sandblasting; spraying; baking.

Carlo comb. ideal for scope use. Using
the Universal side mount (the base is
included with the rifle), we mounted
a Universal 4x20 scope, and found
that the comb height was just right.

Shooting the Teflon-coated carbine
was a sheer joy; not one hang-up in
more than 300 rounds, using both
military surplus and new commercial
loads. But it has been my experience
that hang-ups are rare in any of the
Universal carbines—at least in the
half-dozen or so that I have fired.
What really shook me was the ab-
sence of any visible sign of wear or
finish removal on those action parts—
receiver and slide—which were coated
with Teflon-S. Now I will admit that
300 rounds of test firing is not a
whole lot, but even after 50 or 100
rounds in a non-coated carbine, you
can see signs of the blue finish miss-
ing, showing a silvery mark where
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parts used in the kitchen, cannot take
the extremely high temperatures en-
countered in stove-top cooking, al-
though it will most certainly take any
heat generated by sustained firing in
the carbine. It would be interesting
to think about the velocities attain-
able with a Teflon coated barrel and
a Teflon bullet?

But, back to realities. I will be the
first to admit that the new Universal
Teflon TC Carbine will not please
everyone, but I'll go out on a limb to
say that aficianados of the .30 Carbine
will take to this new breed like never
before. The TC retains enough of the
original carbine look and feel, and yet
the “sporter” stock will brighten the
eyes of those who regretted the low
comb and rough pine feel of the mili-
tary version. Those who want a scope
on their carbine will hail the ease
with which they can mount a scope

past, combined with the most modern
technological, design. and material
advances—who could ask for more?

As I said belore, the Universal TC
carbine may not be everyone’s cup of
tea; yet, this is, I believe, just the be-
ginning of a whole new era in fire-
arms protective coatings. It took a
bit of daring on the part of the man-
agement of Universal to introduce
Teflon to the firearms field. I am sure
that Du Pont had been thinking about
it for some time—but thinking and
doing are quite different. I am look-
ing forward to the next few years in
the firearms industry; they may be
wrought with legislative problems,
but I doubt that they will be lacking
in exciting new innovations. And I
will be disappointed if a good many
of these innovations don’t come from

that big “little” outfit -
=

down in Hialeah Florida.
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GUNS .



COLLECTING LUGERS

(Continued from page 33)

but the toggle was further modified
by eliminating the toggle latch from
the right hand toggle knob., The new
recoil spring, being preloaded, made
this latch unnecessary. The frame
hook, used in conjunction with the
toggle latch. was of course, deleted.
This model Luger was offered in 7.65
mm caliber, with a 4% inch barrel, 9
mm with a 4-inch barrel. or 9 mm
with a 6-inch barrel (Navy Model).
Many of these 1906 Navy Lugers were
later modified at the request of the
German Military to make the safety
lever “safe” position correspond with
the 1908 Luger safety. During the
production of the 1906 Luger, possibly
around serial number 39,000, the
frame and barrel extension (receiver)
were each shortened about s inch.
No explanation can be given for this
change, for it seems to serve no pur-
pose, but it did introduce a variation.
Therefore, there are two 1906 models:
the “long” frame and the “short”
frame.

The Model 1908 introduced the lat-

ter day Luger. This was the year of |

its adoption by the German Army and
is the origin of the “P-08" designation.
It differed from the Model 1906 pri-
marily in that the squeezer safety was
deleted and the thumb safety was
redegigned to actuate a sliding bar.
Previously, the thumb safety merely
acted as a locking device to prevent
the squeezer from being pushed in.
However, it should be noted that the
“safe” position of the lever was now
the reverse of all previous models.
For a short period prior to WWI the
toggle hold-open device, which serves
to hold the action open when the gun
is empty., was omitted. When it was
finally decided to retain this feature,
most of the pistols without it were re-
worked. About 1906 the four digit
military  numbering system was
started and around 1910 the chamber
date was added, all of which is ex-
plained in the Luger books. To the
best of my knowledge, the 1908 Luger
was available in the 9 mm -caliber
only, with a 4 or 6-inch barrel in both
military and commercial models.
Changes that introduced the 1914
Model involved the introduction of
the 8-inch barreled Artillery Luger
and the addition of a stock lug to the
lower portion of the rear back strap
of all Luger frames. While this lug
was only of real value when a shoul-
ger stock was attached to either the
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long barreled Artillery. and possibly
the Navy models, it appeared on the
short barreled models as well. It was
in all probability found easier to
standardize the machining operations
on the frames rather than designate
certain ones for the Navy Model. oth-
ers for the Artillery Model and the
balance for standard size pistols. Inci-
dentally, a ground off stock lug can
readily be detected for it does not
leave the same contour on the back
strap as one originally made without a
stock lug. It is extremely difficult to
make an undetectable alteration of
this type for it involves the addition
of metal as well as removal.

In late 1915 or early 1916 another
feature was changed that has re-
mained on all subsequent Lugers and
that is the removal of a slight amount
of metal from the trigger bar. This al-
lows the toggle to be retracted while
the thumb safety is in the “safe” posi-
tion providing the firing pin is
“cocked.” Thus a live round can be
extracted and ejected while the safety
is on. You will find that Lugers made
from around 1918 to 1923 are fre-
quently fitted with light yellow grips.
This is not an indication of an inferior
pistol, it merely reflects wartime
economy in the use of an unstained,
more readily available wood. The
finish is not as fine on these pistols as
on the pre-war models, but they are
just as functional. if not more so.

An interesting feature that will oc-
casionally show up in the 1908 and
1914 model Lugers is a magazine
safety. That is, when the magazine
was removed, a linkage under the left
grip caused a bar to move laterally
behind the trigger. It was a fragile
device that broke readily and thus
will rarely be found complete. It un-
doubtedly was a source of annoyance
to the user and I suspeect that if it
didn’t break it was thrown away. It
was discontinued after a short while.

The 1914 model Luger will be found
in 9 mm and 7.65 mm calibers. The
common barrel lengths are 37s, 4 and
8 inches. But WWI reworks and new
production of this pistol are referred
to as the 1920 Model and were avail-
able in barrel lengths from 33g inches
all the way up to 20 inches. These are
actually true Luger barrels, fitted by
the factory (either DWM or Simson).
However, some American and Ger-
man-made barrels in odd lengths
were installed by A. F. Stoeger Co.,
New York City, for the period be-
tween the World Wars. What it really
amounts to is, if you were willing to
pay for it you could have had any bar-
rel length you wished and they were
not unreasonably priced. The period
between 1920 and 1923 saw many
strange Lugers. Some very odd com-
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binations were put together by DWM
and Simson. Most of these were sold
as new manufacture. commercial pis-
tols. If a particular Luger defies iden-
tification it could be one from this pe-
riod.

When the Mauser Factory took
over the manufacture of Luger pistols
about 1934, only a few changes were
made. One of these was the addition
of a trigger bar safety. When the top
half of a Luger is removed from the
frame, it is still capable of firing a
cartridge. Thus if a cartridge were in-
advertently left in the chamber and
upon disassembly, the forward end of
the trigger bar were pressed in it
would fire the cartridge. The trigger
bar safety was merely a spring-loaded
pin that could prevent the trigger bar
from moving inward, thus precluding
this hazardous situation. It appar-
ently met with little enthusiasm for it
was not incorporated into regular
production, It will be found on factory
reworked early models as well as on
most of the later Mauser emblem Lu-
gers. Other changes such as the pol-
ishing and bluing methods
changed.

were

If you are in doubt as to whether a
particular Luger has been reblued;
field strip it. If it was made before
1937 it should not show blue inside
the receiver or frame. The early
Luger bluing process involved swab-
bing the solution on the exterior
rather than dipping, which is the
common practice today. Krieghoft Lu-
gers will show interior blue even in
some early models, for they went to
the dip method of bluing earlier than
the Mauser factory. Eventually all
parts were blued instead of heat col-
oring (gold) such parts as the trigger,
safety lever, ejector, magazine release
button, and disassembly lever. The
grips of the latter day Lugers appear
to have coarser checkering, are
thicker and do not fit frame contour
as neatly as the earlier pistols.

Thus far the attempt has been to
point out those Luger variations that
are of real significance. Thus, a truly
basic collection would consist of the
following:

. Any Model 1900

. Any Model 1906 (7.65 or 9 mm or
both)

3. Any Model 1908 (commercial or
military)

. Any short barreled Model 1914

(9 mm or 7.65 mm)

. A 6-inch barreled Navy Model

(1906, 1908 or 1914)

. An 8-inch barreled artillery mod-
el

The preceding six pistols represent
the major design changes that oc-
curred in the evolution of the Luger
pistol with the exception of the ex-
tremely rare 1904 model.

You may ask, “How much would
these six pistols cost me?” Well. that
can’'t be answered without knowing
what will satisfy you regarding exter-
nal and internal condition, complete-
ness of the piece, originality of parts,
ete. It would be wise to collect only
Lugers that have matching numbers,
which will be explained later. Avoid a
reblued Luger unless it is o rare that
vou may never find another of that
variation. Even then be cautious be-
cause it may be a reworked common
model that of necessity had to be
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reblued to hide the counterfeiting.
Getting back to the cost of these six
Lugers. In cash, it would represent a
great deal to most of us, so try and
trade some of those items you are not
really interested in keeping. You say
yvou haven’t anything to trade! How
many times have you turned down a
bargain gun deal simply because you
weren't interested in that particular
weapon? This was a mistake! Re-
member the gun that doesn’t appeal
to you may become the pride and joy
of another collector. Gun collectors
are a funny lot; many will trade guns
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for items not related to the gun field. T
have seen them accept such trade
items as: coins, watches, diamonds,
antique toys. cut glass, binoculars,
cameras, musical instruments, Indian
artifacts, jackknives, swords, daggers,
bayonets, military medals (American
or foreign), books, etc.: the list is
endless. Surely you have something to
trade. So for the sake of economy and
challenge, try and defray some of the
cash outlay with trades. This can’t al-
ways be done. but if you have pa-
tience and don’t let your emotions
rule your wallet, you can have that
basic Lugu collection.

There is quite a difference between
collecting guns and buying guns, If
you have unlimited funds to put into
Lugers you can have a mighty fine
collection in short order, but where is
the challenge? Is there any feeling of
accomplishment? You would not be a
collector, but rather a gun buyer!
Don’t feel that you must grab the first
Luger that fills a gap in your collec-
tion. Be patient.

An average condition 1900 model
Luger can be found at gun shows
priced from $100 to $150. An average
1906 Luger should be worth between
$85.00 to $125.00. A 1908 military
model should go for $75.00 to $100.00.
A 1914 model for $60.00 to $90.00 and a
1908 or 1914 Navy Luger should be
available at $125.00 to $200.00. The
Artillery Luger prices are rising rap-
idly, but an average one should still
be available for $85.00 to $110.00.
Luger buffs reading this article will
probably disagree with these values,
but let me stress a point. I am not re-
ferring to “mint” Lugers. but those in
average condition. This means that
they may only have 60 to 80 percent
of the original finish. There may be
minor chips in the grips and the bores
may be only fair to good. but these
pistols should be in sound mechanical
condition with original parts and ca-
pable of being fired safely. Some of
those just mentioned would sell for
fifty to two-hundred percent over the
values stated in *mint” condition.

Now, as to matching numbers, let
me explain. During the manufacture
of Lugers all parts are machined
within a tolerance range. Some of
these parts will be slightly larger or
smaller than others. It is required that
they be selectively fitted to the mat-
ing part of a particular pistol during
assembly. Since additional operations
are to be performed, such as polishing
and bluing, the unfinished pistols of
necessity are disassembled and the
parts become intermixed with other
similar parts, Therefore, to identify
these so that they will be reassembled
in the pistol to which they have pre-
viously been fitted, the last two digits
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(sometimes the last three) of the as-
signed serial number are stamped on
each of the individual major parts. It
becomes obvious that the pistols
would have to be segregated into
groups of not more than 100 each. A
Luger with mismatched parts ob-
viously is not factory original, but it
may function perfectly. However, it is
best to avoid these for they are not
held in very high esteem by collec-
tors. Non-matching magazine num-
bers have little effect on the value of
Lugers for it is intended that they be
interchangeable in practically any
Luger; however, the magazine should
be from the same era as the pistol.
Getting back to the collection of six
basic Lugers, you may want fo ex-
pand beyond this stage. The next logi-
cal piece to try and obtain is the 1902

fat barreled 9 mm or the 1902 Luger |

Carbine. Both are scarce and expen-
sive. As of now, even a fair to good
Carbine is bringing from $400 to S700,
and the fat-barreled 1902 prices start
at about $350.

There are many collector-type Lu-
gers that have been omitted up to this
point, mainly because they are very
scarce and high priced and they do
not necessarily show an evolution in
the development, but rather, have
some rare marking that all too often
may have been added to a common
model by someone other than the fac-
tory. You would want a 1904 model
for it does show the development, but
they are so rare and expensive that
vou would have to rely on luck to get
one. Only the most advanced collec-
tions can boast of having one of these.

There are prototype, experimental,
and presentation Lugers whose values
are established by how much the pur-
chaser is willing to pay. Probably the
most desirable Luger is the .45 cali-
ber, of which at least three originals
are known to have been made, but
they are out of sight for all but the
wealthy collectors. However, hope
springs eternal and I have chased
phantom .45 caliber Lugers the same
as many collectors have. A very
strong rumor has persisted for over
20 years that there were at least six
.45 caliber Lugers in France at the
end of WWIIL The story goes. that
back when the .45 Luger was submit-
ted to the United States for trial
(1906-1908) that after some testing an
order was placed by the Springfield
Armory for additional pistols, but the
German factory (DWM) hesitated
and then decided not to accept the
contract. It is entirely reasonable to
assume that some small quantity of
.45’s was started before the project
was abandoned and that they subse-
quently reached France rather than

(Continued on page 63)
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§3. ALL ABOUT CAMPING
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{Continued from page 63)
the shores of the United States.

I do not believe that a factory en-
graved Luger exists. Presentation en-
graved and or plated Lugers, even if
presented by Georg Luger himself,
had the fancy work done on contract
by an outside agency. Genuine pieces
in this category are quite limited in
number so the chances of finding one
are pretty slim. The majority of these
fancy Lugers are the result of Ger-
man or America G.I.'s trading off cig-
aretts, coffee, rations, etc. to have a
European engraver du some carving.

Thus far eight Lugers have been
suggested as a collection and these
eight guns will represent every

change of consequence that took place

during the manufacture of this pistol |

(excluding the Model of 1904). I per-
sonally have never seen the logic in
collecting every Luger that bears a
different emblem or date or infinitesi-
mal mark of some kind, and claiming
that each of these is a variation. Ex-
panding a collection to obtain one
Luger from each manufacturer cer-
tainly seems logical. These might in-
clude the Erfurt, Krieghoff, Mauser
(with the Mauser emblem), Waflen-
fabrik Bern (Swiss), Simson and
maybe a Vickers (made in England).
Also, to obtain any Luger that shows
an obvious variation in design is wise,
provided it is a factory variation. The
1929 Swiss Model is a good example.

Why not try collecting Lugers now?
It isn't easy and it takes time, but the
thrill of finding a rare one at a rea-
sonable price is undescribable and it’s
like money in the bank.

You may say, “Where do I start
looking?” The answer is—“every-
where.” Gun shows are an excellent
source for rare guns. Pawn shops,
sporting goods stores, gunsmiths and
on occasion, bars! Question other col-
lectors, friends, relatives, ete. There is
an old saying, “guns is where you find
'em!” A typical example of this is that

I once acquired a nice 1893 Borchardt |

pistol that was hanging on the wall of
a little mountain grocery store. All 1

traded was a rough, old, common, sin- |

gle action Colt. After the deal was
made the sharp old trader cautioned
me to be more alert in my trading ac-
tivities because it had been so easy to
take advantage of me.

Even if you get discouraged you
can always hold the pieces you have
acquired for a while and then trade or
sell them for more than you have in-
vested, even if you've paid top prices.
All good automatic pistols have been
and still are going up in value at a
rapid rate. Therefore, in the long run,
the only thing collecting Lugers

should cost you is time.

Why not give it a try?
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Is the Traditlonal “CLASSIC” your

.. . And Single Shots ;

Distributed on West Coast by GUNSTOCK SALES, INC.
5705 Telegraph Ave., Oakland, Calif. 94609

REINHART FAJEN

Write for free details
on any particular gun,
Send $1.00 for complete
Gl-page catalog No, 69,
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THE TARGET THAT GUN SHOOTERS HAVE

BEEN WAITING FOR
“MOKENA NOISELESS BULLET TARGET"
New! New! New! New!

“MOKENA" (Noiseless) BULLET TARGET

None metallic compound
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Non-complete penetration
Self-healing composition
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S&W HAMMERLESS

(Continued from page 23)

many current loading tables cover
only solid frame handguns which have
considerably more inherent strength
than the break-open New Departure.
As a matter of interest I have found
that the above load using the little
frangible nose Nuro-Shok bullet will
expand the bullet to a half inch upon
impact in sand, showing that these
revolvers with this load are effective.
This is one of the reasons why the
New Departure in .38 S&W is well
worth bothering with today.

This eighty-year-old handgun and
cartridge can still find a place in to-
day’s world and another reason is
price. In my area these handguns can
be purchased for around $30.00 in good
condition. I imagine this price would
vary from perhaps $20.00 in some
parts of the United States up to $35.00
in other sections. Frankly, I believe
these revolvers—in .38 caliber—are a
bargain at these prices but only for

those people who need a small, cam-
pact, safe handgun that will be fired
by novices a few times a year. They
make excellent home protection fire-
arms. They are reassuring to carry
in the pocket when taking large sums
of money from the store to home or to
the bank. For the money this revolver
iz hard to beat.

The Safety Hammerless is probably
the safest handgun ever devised for
use by just ordinary people who
seldom fire a handgun and yet who
wish to keep one on hand. Many acci-
dents happen when people commence
playing with the hammer of a conven-
tional revolver, cocking it, lowering it
or even leaving it on full cock. This
cannot be done with the Safety Ham-
merless. In my opinion. anyone who
fires a Safety Hammerless has done so
deliberately. I say this because it takes
a combination of calculated motions to
deactivate the grip safety and pull

back the trigger all the way to fire
the cartridge. What's more it takes
strength. It's not something that can
be done casually.

I have not said much about the .32
S&W New Departure revolver be-
cause, even under the best of con-
ditions, this handgun and cartridge
cannot be considered as an effective
defense combination. The 38 S&W is
so far superior that I cannot recom-
mend the purchase of the .32 for de-
fense purposes. There is relatively
little recoil or noise connected with
the .38 so that these details can be
disregarded, and novices and women
can handle this cartridge handgun
combination without difficulty. In most
instances where such a handgun
would be used the mere sight of a
weapon or the firing of a shot into the
air or floor would tend to discourage
the eriminal.

Before closing I do not want to
overlook the collector. All models of
the Safety Hammerless are basically
the same but for those readers who
are interested in the differences be-
tween the various models let me check
off a few. The First Model had a slid-
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ing push-type bar that locked and un-
locked the barrel assembly so that the
revolver could be broken open for
loading. About 5,000 of these First
Model revolvers were made. The
Second Model serial numbers run
from 5,000 through 42,480. The break-
open catch in the Second Model was
changed to a push button type. Press-
ing down on the release button located
at the rear of the top strap opens the
revolver, The Third Model had a
break open catch that worked by
pressing against a projection at the
rear of the top strap. This Model took
in serial numbers up to around 116.-
000. For this reason I have given the
starting number of the Fourth Model
as 117,000 order to be absolutely
safe. This Fourth Model finally in-
corporated the well-known twin
knurled knobs that, when raised, allow
the revolver to be opened. Only a few
minor changes were made in the Fifth
Model with serial numbers starting
around 220,000 and continuing on up
to 261,493.

Of particular interest to collectors
are the 100 revolvers of the Second
Model New Departure that Smith and
Wesson shipped to the Ordnance De-
partment tests in May of 1890,
These revolvers were blued and fitted
with six inch barrels to conform with
Government requirements. The serial
numbers run around 41,333 to 41.470.

Collectors are also finding that it is
more difficult to unearth good ex-
amples of the first three models and,
as Charlie Duffy pointed out to me,
today's cheap bargains will soon be-
come sought-after collector’s items in
another 10 to 15 years. So keep your
eves open.

To sum up, I believe that the .38
caliber Lemon Squeezer is a real buy
today as a home defense handgun or
for pocket use when walking home
the day’s receipts or simply as an
emergency arm in the store or office.
Because of its construction and design
it is a unique handgun which has en-
dured despite the changing times and
the trend towards large size and large
caliber handguns. The New Depart-
ure is a of American history

in

for

part

which is gone forever so let's
preserve it and appreciate it.

Guaranteed
10 Years!
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the ultimate ammunition
for the handgun hunter.

SUPER VEL, the choice of experienced handgun hunters internationally, has
taken, brown, grizzly, black and polar bear, wild boar, crocodile, elk and moose.

SUPER VEL, jacketed hollow or soft point bullets are designed for high
velocity/high intensity loads. These revolutionary bullets, the results of years
of field testing, are the choice of guides, outfitters and big game hunters the
world over,

SUPER VEL ammunition offers you maximum velocity, superior bullet expan-
sion, and the ultimate in hydrostatic shocking power.

SUPER VEL ammunition is designed to give you the maximum knock-down
potential of your weapon and SUPER VEL always puts your game down.

Ask for SUPER VEL ammunition at your favorite dealer. Handloaders, ask for
SUPER VEL bullets and primers.

Super Vel Cartridge Corp.

Shelbyville, Indiana 46176




FOR THE FIRST time in twenty-five
vears, a rare set of four Currier and
Ives shooting prints are being made
available, in limited edition, by the
Remington Arms Company, Inc, Pub-
lished originally in 1875, the prints
portray in caricature the famous in-
ternational rifle matches of that year
held in Dollymount, Ireland. A quar-
ter of a century ago, these famous
lithographs were republished by the
Remington Library of Fine Prints.
Out of print since, they have become

\J['
i
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collector’s items, eagerly sought by
hunters, shooters and sportsmen. The
prints are faithfully reproduced in
their original color on fine paper.
Suitable for immediate framing, they
measure 15” by 19” including border.
Titles are: 1. Erin Go Bragh! 2. E
Pluribus Unum! 3. The Highland
Fling. 4. The Queen’s Own. A set of
four can be obtained by sending $4.00
in cash, check or money order to:
Prints, P. O. Box 731, Bridgeport,
Connecticut 06601

NUMRICH ARMS now offers a beau-
tiful all steel Winchester Forend Cap
for 94 Winchesters. It fits all Centen-
nial Models, replacing the less expen-
stve pot metal furnished by the man-
ufacturer. It is also an ideal additional
accessory when converting an original
round barrel '94 to the new Winches-

ter octagonal barrel manufactured by
Numrich Arms. Completely ready for
installation, the forend caps retail for
$3.95. For further information about
this and the many other fine products
manufactured by Numrich Arms
Corp., write to them at Broadway,
West Hurley, New York 12491.
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PACIFIC GUNSIGHT Company, one
of the oldest names in reloading, and
originator of the 7s x 14 threaded die
which standardized reloading, is now
releasing production quantities of its
latest improvement in reloading dies.
Tradenamed “Durachrome,” the new
Pacific dies feature a super-hard
satin-chrome exterior finish, guaran-
teed not to chip, crack or peel as do
decorative chrome finishes. The inte-
rior of the die is hand polished to a
mirror finish and precise dimensional
specifications. Durachrome dies are
guaranteed for life against defects in
workmanship and dimensional
changes caused by wear. Other fea-
tures of the new Durachrome dies
are: hexagon spindle heads which
allow more positive adjustment and

permit easy removal of stuck cases:
new two-piece steel lock rings with
lock screw, to simplify die adjust-
ment; and built-in provision for
crimping on all bullet seating dies.
Pacific Durachrome dies are available
in 94 different calibers in two-die sets
for “bottleneck” cases and three-die
sets for straight-walled cases, All
two-die sets are available with a
choice of full length or neck sizing
die. In addition, a #1 carbide die is
available separately or as a part of
the three-die set. Highest grade steel
construction is used throughout with
machining to minimum tolerances,
followed by special hardening and
polishing process to insure perfect di-
mensions and smoothest interior
finish. Both Durachrome two-die sets
and three-die sets are retail priced at
$13.50 and are packed in heavy-duty
plastic storage boxes. Write: Pacific
Gunsight Company, Box 4495, Lin-
coln, Nebraska 68504.

THE THOMPSON/CENTER Con-
tender, proving itself an exceptionally
versatile firearm, will soon be avail-
able in the .17 Bumblebee cartridge.

The first Bumblebee Contender,
tested by Dean Grennell of Gun
World, went a 450" maximum

spread at 50 yards with an 18.5-gr.
bullet and 7.0-gr. of 4227 powder—ex-

R
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ceptional performance considering the
gun was hand rested on a rifle shoot-
ing stand! Intended for use on small
varmints, the diminutive .17 Bumble-
bee Contender will be offered with
standard sights, or without for those
who intend to scope this needle shoot-
ing beauty. Price on application.
Write: Thompson/Center, Farmington
Rd., Rochester, N.H.

THE BARREL OF the Charter Arms
.38 Special Undercover, in both the
two and three. inch models, is now
button rifled with eight grooves in-
stead of the conventional six. This
new rifling provides one complete
turn in a linear 17 inches, rather than

the conventional 1:16 ratio. Charter
Arms states that this relationship be-
tween the number of grooves and the
turn ratio provides better twist which
in turn results in higher velocity and
flatter trajectory. See your dealer, or
write: Charter Arms Corp., 265 Asy-
lum St., Bridgeport, Conn. 06610,
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NOW, for everyone who enjoys out-
door activities, from the weekend
hiker and camper to the serious
sportsman. Silva, Inec., is introducing
the new “Polaris” compass. It can be
used to travel unmarked trails, ex-
plore the wilderness, pin-point game,
and locate choice fishing spots. The
Polaris is precision-made to provide
accurate, reliable readings under all
kinds of field conditions. It features
transparent housing and liquid-filled
needle action that stops from full
swing in just four seconds. Sapphire
jewel bearing and hairline meridian
lines assure accurate, fast plotting of
transfer of angles. And there is a con-
venient inch scale on the beveled end
of the base plate and a millimeter
scale on the side that let you plot the
distance or record the route you trav-
cled on your map. It's your best com-
panion on any trip into the field. Watch
for it in your sports shop or write:

Silva, Inc,, La Porte, Ind. 46350.

HORNADY HAS released the latest
in its series of Bullet Display Boards.
The display is designed for reloaders
who want ready reference to various
bullet types and calibers, as well as
those who can use a handsome deco-
ration for their den or reloading room.
Inside an attractive ‘“weathered”

- Hgrmady f
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wood frame. the display features the
complete Hornady Bullet line mounted
against a backeround of an authentic
map of the early United States. The
73 bullet display is permanently
bonded thereby retaining its new ap-
pearance indefinitely. At $11.50 from:
Hornady Manufacturing Co., P. O.
Box 1848, Grand Island, Nebr. 68801.
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THE RUGGED 52” Nel-King Gun
Case is foam cushioned to protect
your valuable firearm from the var-
ious perils of transit. Deep-cushion
urethane foam cradles a fully assem-
bled gun, including scoped rifles,
gently yet securely. Other features

include double carrying handles, key
lock, sturdy molded construction and
a leather-grained vinyl finish. A must
for the active sportsman, if you do
any traveling at all this is the case to
keep your favorite gun safe and se-
cure. A real value at $29.95. Specify
black or brown. From Nel-King Prod-
ucts, Dept. GU-39B, 811 Wyandotte,
Kansas City, Missouri 64105.

CHALLANGER IS NOW manufac-
turing an ideal case for transporting
your favorite spotting scope into the
field and to and from the range. The
new case is large enough to carry all
commercially known spotting scopes
including mounting stand. The case.
No. 2200, is 22”7 long, 10”7 wide and
5%" deep. Its generous size will even
allow shooters to take more than one
scope to the field, giving greater
choice of optical power. The newly
designed interlocking foam interior
holds the spotting scope rigid in
transit and multi-sub layers of foam
permit the shooter to vary the inte-
rior thickness allowing one case to be
used for a variety of scopes and other
items. The exterior is handsome and
rugged having the outdoor look that
real sportsmen appreciate. Price
$24.95. Unconditionally guaranteed.
Write: Challanger Manufacturing Co.,
105-23 New York Blvd., Jamaica, N.Y,
11433.

NEW SOUND SENTRY ear canal
caps that protect against permanent
hearing damage have recently been
introduced. Designed to combine
maximum hearing protection with
comfort and safety, the Sound Sentry
reduces sound intensity throughout

the audio range and is said to be 907}
muff

as effective as quality type

hearing protectors. The Sound Sentry
caps all ear canal openings but does
not enter the canal itself. It can be
worn comfortably with eye glasses
and hats and a stainless steel head-
band holds the conically shaped caps
in place. Get full information from:
H. E. Douglass Engineering Sales Co.,
3400 W. Burbank Blvd., Burbank,
Calif. 91505,

A NEW second edition, enlarged and
revised, of “Cartridges Of The World”
classic standard reference is now
available. This definitive book in-
cludes all kinds of cartridges—paper
and metallic, rimfire and centerfire,
old and new, rifle, shotgun, pistol and
revolver, factory and wildcat—{rom
as far back as the 1870's. Complete

data includes historical background,
ballisties, illustrations, dimensions.
and introduction and discontinuance
dates. The 384 big pages of the second
edition are a must reference for the
cartridge collector and reloader alike.
Now at your local sports or book
store, or $6.95 ppd. from the Gun Di-
gest Association, Dept. G, 4540 W.
Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 60624.
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DOUBLE RIFLE JINX

(Continued from page 29)

be available and the achievement of
several technical operations which re-
liable experts said were not practical,
all add up to a fund of information
that could save others, confronted
with similar problems, a lot to time
and money.

The first step in exploring a source
of ammunition was the making of a
chamber cast which showed the cali-
ber to be 10.75 x 65 R mm Collath.
“The American Rifleman” furnished a
long mailing list and additional names
were supplied by those to whom I
had made inquiry. These included
both gun and cartridge manufacturers
as well as suppliers located in Eng-
land, Switzerland, Germany, Italy,
France, and the United States. One
firm, which specializes in manufactur-
ing unusual cases offered to undertake
the job but the tooling-up costs made

the cases too expensive. The search
was thorough but when the replies to
my inquiry were all received, it
looked like I'd come to a dead end.
Instead of giving up, I sought the ad-
vice of several recognized authorities
regarding the reboring of the barrels
in an attempt to solve the ammunition
and cross-firing problems in one op-
eration. One reply stated:
“When a double rifle eross-fires,
it almost certainly means that you
are using a wrong load. The type
is extremely sensitive. The barrels
are regulated for one exact load.
Any slight variation can throw
them off. Even such a negligible
detail as the installation of a recoil
pad can do it. It can be caused by
a wrong choice of powder, or a
wrong charge. Any variation in
bullet type,weight or diameter can
do it.
No one is prepared to rebore a
double rifle; and I certainly
wouldn’t advise any rechamber-
ing. After such a modification
there would be little chance of

0

finding a load that would match
the barrel regulation. Neither is
anyone prepared to correct the
regulation of those barrels. That
is a highly eritical job. It accounts
for fully half the cost of a double
rifle.”
This was certainly sound advice. but
1 didn’t take it. Jess continued to ex-
periment with various cases which
might be adapted to my rifle and he
finally concluded that the .450-.348
Improved (Ackley) could be fire-
formed to solve the problem if the
rifle were rebored and rechambered.
Westley Richards & Co., Ltd. of Bir-
mingham, England had advised us that
so far as they knew, there were no
facilities anywhere which could per-
form such a reboring job. But Jess
knew about the excellent work of
which Ward Koozer of Walterville,

Oregon was capable, and he was given
the assignment.

When the reboring was finished,
Jess rechambered the rifle and then
fire formed some .348 Winchester
cases. This was a most unusual opera-
tion. In order to avoid possible dam-
age to the barrels, which might result
from firing a .348 bullet through the
450 barrels, Jess built a special tool
out of an old rifle with the barrel only
14" longer than the case. Into empty
primed cases, he put 10 grains of
Unique powder and then filled and
firmly packed in corn meal up to and
level with the mouth of the case.
When inserting the case into the
chamber, holding it perpendicular, he
exercised the utmost care to avoid
dropping grains of the corn meal into
the chamber. Such misplaced bits of
the meal would result in a bumpy
disfiguration of the case. Then when
actually firing, he maintained the
perpendicular position in order to
assure uniform expansion of the neck.

In spite of the most meticulous
handling of the fire forming proce-

dure, there was some unevenness in
the length of the reformed cases. This,
of course, was easily corrected with
a case trimmer. However, a small
number of the cases came out with
cracks in the neck and had to be dis-
carded.

The next problem was the deter-
mination of an appropriate load. The
barrel walls were unusually thin be-
fore reboring and, of course, even
thinner after they were rebored. This
fact emphasized the need for extreme
caution. Fortunately the loading data
contained in Ackley’s “Handbook for
Shooters and Reloaders™ is very re-
liable but instead of using the mini-
mum 64 grains of 3031 powder and a
350-grain Hornady Round Nose bul-
let, he used 60 grains of 3031. Every-
thing was all right when the rifle was
test fired except that the barrels still
cross-fired about the same as they did
before being rebored. It now appeared
that the advice I had received about
reboring a double rifle was quite val-
id. However, I had gone too far to
stop, so for weeks I carried on exten-
sive correspondence trying to find a
gunsmith equipped with the knowl-
edge and experience to undertake the
correction. Westley Richards & Co.,
Ltd. was the only firm that offered
any encouragement. However, after
they had examined the rifle, I received
the following letter:

“T have looked at this rifle and
I feel we must advise that we are
not very hopeful about regulating
its shooting. We have never done
this work on a rifle which has
such thin barrel walls. It seems
likely that these tubes will buckle
if we try to bend them from the
muzzles with a new taper wedge.
Also we think they may vibrate
so much that they will not hold
onto their spacing pieces.

In addition to this worry these
barrels are not in very sound con-
dition, The left-hand tube is con-
siderably bent towards the right.
over 14” or so and the right tube
has two considerable bulges about
12” forward of the breech. I doubt
if it will ever shoot very well
even if we could carry out the
regulating.

I wonder if you have fired this
348 ammunition in this weapon
since it was rerifled? Presumably
this round is developing some-
thing approaching double the
pressure of the original 10.75 x 65
mm round? I think this may be
seriously close to the safety limit
and I would certainly want to
have it fired a few times in a
Proof Chamber at our Proof
House before I sent a man out on
the range with it. :
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All this means that I think we
should not spend any of your
money on this rifle. If you want
us to go ahead we must proof fire,
remove ribs and try to straighten
the left barrel and then replace
ribs—and perhaps $50 spent be-
fore we start shooting.”

This conclusion from so reliable a
firm could have closed the last chapter
on the story of my double rifle. But,
since we had already test fired the
load, Westly Richards was willing to
proceed and in due course the rifle and
a test target with a good pattern were
received. Incidentally if you have
never shipped a foreign made gun out
of the country for repair, you should
make the proper customs declaration
on Form 4455 so as to avoid payment
of customs duty when it is returned to
vou. Of course. Customs will collect
the usual 147 on the cost of the re-
pairs,

Finally, my prized double was back
in my armory. Its sleek design, light

weight (6 pounds including the sling),
2415" barrels, delicate engravings on
the breech and the intriguing mottled
pattern of the grain in the stock were
indeed my pride and joy. But could I
use it? Was the cross-firing corrected?
How about the recoil? And iron sights?
What muzzle velocity? The killing
power? In short, had I gone to a lot
of trouble to end up merely with a
show piece?

You can be sure I didn’'t wait long
to test it on the rifle range. I got a
tight pattern with the impact at the
point of aim, the recoil was comfor-
table, the iron sights were no problem,
the muzzle velocity was 1908 fsp and
the energy was 2826 foot pounds. Now
all T need is to meet a dangerous cat
in the jungle and I shall be properly
armed for the occasion. However, by
far the most rewarding part of the ex-
perience with my double rifle is the
information and know-how which it
forced me to acquire before it

could be of any use to me.

D. B. WESSON

(Continued from page 36)

caliber now was called the No. 2. By
June of 1861 deliveries were being
made, and a considerable number of
these revolvers (which with a 6" bar-
rel were called the No. 2 Army) were
to see service in the ensuing War
between the States.

Following the war, Smith & Wes-
son's first ambitious advertising was
undertaken and they exhibited their
revolvers in London and Paris, creat-
ing an international demand.

A little-known adventure into mak-
ing shoulder arms was undertaken at
this time by a separate corporation of
which Daniel Wesson was president.
This announcement of the new com-
pany appeared in the Springfield
Daily Republican of July 10, 1867: “A
new organization and one which
promises to contribute not a little to
the thrift and prosperity of Spring-
field is ‘the Wesson fire-arms com-
pany.” It is a joint-stock concern and
is composed of Messrs. Horace Smith
and D. B. Wesson of the firm of Smith
& Wesson, J. W. Storrs, late of New
York and now of this city, Cyrus E.
Buckland, also of this city, and Frank
Wesson of Worcester. The company
has ordered its machinery and in a
few months will occupy a portion of
Smith & Wesson’s factory for the man-
ufacture of a new breech-loading,
double-barrelled gun, and shot-guns
of various sizes and capacities. The
double-barrelled breech-loader com-
prises several peculiarities of con-
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struction invented by D. B. Wesson,
and all who have seen it are loud in
its praise.”

The Wesson Fire Arms Company
survived from the 1867-68 Springfield
directory to that of 1870-71. It proved
to be a rather costly venture and per-
haps its short life may best be ex-
plained by a quotation [rom the late
Douglas B. Wesson, a one-time neigh-
bor of this writer and grandson of
Daniel Wesson. Recalling a story told
him by his father Joseph H. Wesson,
Doug told of how Daniel Wesson had
come bustling into Joseph's oflice one
morning in the best of spirits, smacked
his son on the shoulder, and ex-
claimed: “Jodie, I've been studying
the shotgun situation, and I've decided
that if we go to work full blast and
double our output of shotguns, we'll
go broke in one-half of the time!”
Needless, to say, with little more dis-
cussion the Wesson venture into shot-
gun making was closed down.

It had become apparent to Daniel
Wesson that his “No. 2 Army” re-
volver was not large enough to serve
the purposes for which pistols like
the Colt and Remington caplock .36
and .44 caliber models were employed
during the Civil War. The result of
considerable study, and the acquisi-
tion of several additional patents fi-
nally led to production of Smith &
Wesson's big top-break revolver offi-
cially called the “No. 3.” Early in
1870 these were ready for tests and
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in December of that year an order for
1000 No. 3 revolvers was received
from the U. S. Ordnance Department.

The No. 3 revolvers had an 8" bar-
rel and a 6-shot cylinder. They were
chambered for a new centerfire car-
tridge which came to be called the .44
American. A few revolvers were made
in .44 rimfire, especially for the Mexi-
can trade. This was the first large
caliber revolver especially designed
for metallic cartridges, and until Colt’s
Single Action Army model became
available in 1874 it enjoyed a wide-
open market.

No. 3 Smith & Wesson revolvers
were due for considerable alteration
following introduction in 1870. Two
top-break models (chambered for the
.44 Russian cartridge) were produced
for the Russian government, and a
modified design called the *“Scofield
Model” in a .45 caliber was produced
for the United States government.
Subsequently service and target mod-
els were produced in special .32, 38
and .44 centerfire S&W calibers.

The year 1874 was a crucial one for
Daniel B. Wesson. On January 1,
Horace Smith, at sixty-five and sev-
enteen years older than his partner,
decided to retire from the business.

Daniel Wesson became the sole pro-
prietor although the name Smith &
Wesson was retained. The profitable
Russian contract helped pay off Wes-
son's obligations to Horace Smith, who
invested wisely and at his death in
1893 is said to have left a quarter of a
million dollars to charitable institu-
tions.

Important, too. in 1874 was the ob-
solescence and discontinuance of the
small No. 1 tip-up barrel revolvers
and a decision to manufacture a .38
center-fire top-break revolver and
other advanced pocket models. Plans
were set in motion during this yvear to
design and produce a “revolver-rifle”
—a top-break revolver with a 16 to
20 inch barrel which might be used
with a detachable shoulder stock. It
took until 1880 to complete the manu-
facture of these arms and. as with
most revolver-rifle arms, the model
did not prove to be a howling success.
Only about one thousand were made
—in a special .32 center-fire caliber
with a straight 114" case.

As the years passed new patents
and new models gave further evidence
of Daniel Wesson's genius. Always
he demanded high manufacturing
standards. His sons Walter, Frank and

Joseph entered the business, and
grandsons followed. With capable
management secure, gradually Daniel
Wesson began to enjoy some of the
outside pleasures. He liked good
horses and often he and Mrs. Wesson
took long driving trips throughout
Massachusetts and the adjoining
states. He enjoyed hunting and fish-
ing and had a trout hatchery at his
farm outside of Springfield.

Interested in many civie affairs,
Daniel Wesson shared his abilities and
his wealth with the city in which he
had built his success. Memorials
throughout Springfield are numerous,
including two hospitals endowed by
Daniel Wesson with gifts of $250,000
each. His life span was ended at 81
yvears on August 4, 1906.

The endeavors of Daniel Baird
Wesson produced one of the outstand-
ing success stories in American indus-
try. While his accomplishments per-
haps overshadow those of his brothers
Edwin and Franklin, it was they who
showed Daniel how to take his first
steps up the ladder. Each in his field
helped to give a very good reputation
to the Wesson name: all contributed

stantially to the advanc
sub vt e

of a growing America,

PAT GARRETT

(Continued from page 20)

and even unspoken though it may
have been, an inflexible mandate:
“Get the Kid!" Garrett was keenly
conscious of that mandate, well aware
that his place in history, his success
or failure as a lawman, depended al-
most solely on its execution. His job
was to kill or capture Billy the Kid,
and to break up (again by death or
capture) the crew Billy had gathered
around him, It was a task to which
Garrett devoted his full time as Sher-
iff.

If Garrett was a controversial fig-
ure, Billy the Kid was the enigma of
his century. Literally scores of books,
millions of words, have been written
about him, some painting him as a
fiend incarnate, others depicting him
as at least a near hero, and still oth-
ers choosing the middle-of-the-road
conclusion that he was a misguided
but predictable product of his time
and place and of the circumstances
which surrounded him. Today, re-
searchers still disagree even as to his
real name, to say nothing of the date
and place of his birth, how many men
he killed, or when he died.

Pat Garrett himself, with the liter-
ary assistance of a free-wheeling jour-
nalist named M. A. “Ash” Upson,

72

wrote the first “factual” book about
Billy. It was titled, “The Authentic
Life of Billy the Kid, The Noted Des-
perado of the Southwest, Whose Deeds
of Daring and Blood Made His Name
A Terror in New Mexico, Arizona,
and Northern Mexico. By Pat F. Gar-
rett, Sheriff of Lincoln Co., N. M., By
Whom He Was Finally Hunted Down
and Captured By Killing Him.” The

book was originally published in Ap-
ril. 1882. by the New Mexico Printing
and Publishing Company of Santa Fe,
and an authentic copy of that First
Edition will fetch, today. in the neigh-
borhood of $300. Many reprints have
been issued down through the years,
the latest being by Horn and Wallace
Publishers, Inc., Albuquerque, 1964,
in which is included some 50 pages of
Biographical Foreword (more accu-
rately, an apologia) by Jarvis P. Gar-
rett, Pat’s son.

In contrast with Garrett's 6 feet

four inches, Billy was only some 5 feet
8 inches in height, weight possibly 140
pounds. But none can deny that Billy
had the gift of leadership. Small, still
in his teens, a newcomer to the Ter-
ritory, he was nevertheless an ac-
knowledged captain of the fighting
segment of his faction in the Lincoln
County War—that bloody, many-fac-
eted vendetta, outgrowth of incredi-
bly tangled personal, business, and po-
litical interests involving many of the
major figures in New Mexico'’s Terri-
torial life and history.
Repercussions of that conflict
reached all the way to Washington.
D. C., and “on or about September 1,
1878.” President Rutherford B. Hayes
appointed Lew Wallace—hero of both
the Mexican and Civil Wars, author,
several times “favorite son” Presiden-
tial nominee by Indiana at Republican
National Conventions—to assume the
governorship of New Mexico Terri-
tory “and put an end to the trouble
in Lincoln County.” Wallace was not
enthusiastic aboui the appointment:
he knew little or nothing about the
West, its people, its customs, or its
wars; little indeed about the Lincoln
County War in particular: but he de-
termined to do the best he could with
the assignment, in the hope of better
things to come. At least he would find
time in New Mexico to finish his book,
“Ben Hur.” Fortunately for him, the
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book would bring him greater acclaim
than did his efforts to unravel the tan-
gled skein of New Mexico politics.
But local feuds have a way of wear-
ing themselves out, if only through
depletion of man-power, and the Lin-
coln County embroglio was no excep-
tion. A state of uneasy truce was in
effect when Garrett was elected Sher-
iff—except, of course, for the right-
eous indignation on the part of some
over the depredations committed by
(or charged to) Billy the Kid and
those of his war-time compatriots
who, having refused Governor Wal-
lace's offers of military escort out of
the Territory and permission to start
new Ii\'[.‘.": {']Hl.'"\\'h(_‘l'e. were now out-
laws. The depredations were not spec-
tacular: no train robberies or bank

hold-ups; but a few cattle and horses
did disappear on occasion, and Billy
and his merry men did seem to have
money to spend in the cantinas.

Here again Billy’s knack of leader-
ship was apparent. He was the small-
est and youngest of a group which
included some fairly hard-bitten char-
acters—Tom O'Folliard, Doc Skur-
lock, Charley Bowdre, Dave Ruda-
baugh, Tom Pickett, Billie Wilson, and
others—yet Billy was the leader. “Get
Billy and the others will scatter,” was
a unanimous opinion throughout New
Mexico. “Get Billy, and all of us—all
of us who fought against him in ‘The
War, and those of us who didn’t but
who do own horses and
‘attle—can breathe easy.”

Continued Next Month

POINT

(Continued

gases increases the velocity of sound
drops off. conversely as the tempera-
ture rises the velocity of sound is
hiked. The molecular weight is usual-
ly pretty high and this is the deter-
mining factor. This makes the veloci-
ty of sound comparatively low. Be-
cause of these limitations we are up
against a stone wall when it comes to
lifting bullet velocities above conven-
tional levels with our current offer-
ing of rifle powders. It is believed that
velocities cannot exceed a top of
about 6,000 fps.

In an attempt to find some other
propellant, one that will have light
weight and a high velocity of sound
quotient, Helium has been tested. It
has some of the ideal characteristics.
It is one of the very lightest gases, is
inert, and has a velocity of sound of
3170 fps. The only problem with Heli-
um is to compress it and to raise the
temperatures. A special laboratory
type gas gun has been developed.

These so-called guns are not guns
at all but bear some resemblance.
Forty feet in length the device has no
application to a conventional sporting
rifle. No attempts are being made to
adapt the principles to a shoulder-
fired firearm. Its reason for being is
to test hyper-velocities, mostly for the
sake of the National Space Agency.
At any rate, it is of interest to small
arms experimenters because of the
velocities attained. These speeds reg-
ularly go over 10,000 fps and have
attained velocities as high as 20,000

fps. Barrel life is exceedingly short.
A steel projectile is used.
The gun has at its breech end a

firing chamber which is loaded with a
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charge of rifle powder. When this is
ignited it burns, builds up a high
pressure and this pressure in turn
exerts force against a piston which is
forced forward down a long tubing.
In front of the piston is a volume of
Helium gas. This has a static pressure
of from 1,000 to 2,000 psi. The piston
is slammed into this Helium gas and
compresses it, at the same time raising
the temperature. At the forward end
of the tubing is the gun barrel. This
barrel has a steel projectile lodged in
its breech end. This bullet has a flange
about its base so that the rising pres-
sures generated by the compressed
Helium gas will not force it up the
barrel.

Just before the piston reaches the
end of its travel this flange shears off
and the projectile commences its
travel up the gun bore. The exceed-
ingly high pressures generated by the
compressed Helium, together with its
good velocity of sound characteristics,
produce tremendously high velocities:
regularly, as I have said, of 10,000 fps
and lab experiments have developed
speeds of 20,000 feet per second. Gas
pressures, incidentally, sometimes go
as high as 150,000 psi.

With the limitations on conventional
propellants due to velocity of sound
characteristics which are immutable,
plus the somewhat ungainly dimen-
sions of the 40-ft. gas gun, it appears
we are going to be bound to current
velocities for quite a while to come.
The 4110 fps of the .220 Swift is
now more than three decades with-
out a peer, and it looks as though

we are stuck around

these levels.
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HUNTER’S GUN

(Continued from page 27)

seldom get a new rifle with bedding
that entirely pleases me, but in the
past year or so, I have found a num-
ber of new rifles with warped stocks.
Perhaps some of this is due to real
good stock wood becoming more scarce
and inferior wood being used, and
some of it to the large demand for
firearms that results in less thorough
seasoning of stock blanks.

I am very sure that guns do not
leave the factories with warped stocks,
they get that way afterwards. I re-
member some years ago when Lenard
Brownell, at the time still in business
in Sheridan, Wyoming, stocked a
custom rifle for Fred Huntington of
R.C.B.S. and another for me. He used
blanks cut from the same log, at the
same time, for both rifles. Len is one
of the best of the custom stock makers
and I'm sure both guns left his shop
in perfect condition; but three weeks
later both rifles were shooting ter-
rible groups. We returned both rifles
to him, and a barrel inlay was made,
the rifles rebedded, and sent back. My
gun performed excellently and is still
one of my most accurate rifles.

I am completely sold on full floating
barrels and have them on all my
bench rest, varmint, or hunting rifles.
If they are not that way when I get
them they certainly are before I use
them much. These stocks have far
less warpage trouble. Since I use my
rifles in all hunting areas of North
America, and under all weather con-
ditions, I am sure that they are pro-
perly sealed, right from the start of
using them,

The scope mount problem is an-
other story. Needless to say. they
must be installed “tight.” Rifle recoil
will shift a scope if it is not tight, but
the rough handling of your rifle, when
hunting in jeep, pick-up, or on horse-
back when the rifle is carried in a
saddle scabbard, can loosen one in all
directions. Loose mounts are only one
problem with scopes, another is the
location of the scope fore and aft, as
measured from the rear lens to the
butt of the stock, Manufacturers build
a scope with an excellent field of view
and the owner can ruin this by mount-
ing it too far forward. On several
rifles I checked this fall I found the
available field of view only half of
what it should have been. This lack
of field of view can slow a shooter
down considerably in finding his aim-
ing point. One should remember that
a scope mounted so that the user

i

must “creep” up the stock in order to
get a field of view puts the eye too
close to the scope, and can cause cut
eyebrows from the recoil. A properly
mounted scope, with the right field of
view for the individual shooter, will
eliminate this trouble,

Stock length is also something to
which few shooters pay much atten-
tion. The average 1314” length stock
is very seldom changed, although
many women shooters would do
much better with a 12 or 1214” stock.
I have instructed several women
shooters this past summer and find
that they all shot and handle a rifle
faster and better with a properly
shortened stock. There are certainly
women shooters who can and do shoot
the standard 1314” stock very well,
but I am a firm believer in a properly
fitting stock, for both male and female
shooters, and most females do take a
shorter stock.

This last fall —I was going to guide
a young lady on a Big Horn sheep
hunt in the high mountain country. I
told her she must come out to the
range and practice enough so she

would know her rifle and how to han-

dle it well on the hunt. For two
months she practiced once or twice a
week; first, from the bench, to devel-
op feel and trigger pull, using the 100
vard range, then from the prone po-
sition, using a stock mounted rest, at
the 100 and 150 yard range. Some time
was spent at off-hand shots at 50
vards or less. Considerable time was
spent shooting from a sit, with no
sling, and then with a hasty sling. The
results? Well, this young lady can
now make groups of 114" at 100 yards
and 215" groups, from a sit, at 100
vards, or groups of 215" from prone,
at 150 yards.

The rifle I had her using for this
practice is my wife’s 6 mm Reming-
ton custom, with 124" pull and 114"
distance from rear scope lens to stock
butt. We used about 250 rounds of
ammunition during her practice ses-
sions, but at the start she did a great
deal of dry firing practice. She will
get a lot more pleasure from hunting
now that she is confident that she can

hit what she aims at. During all this
practice shooting I made no attempt to
have her shoot at a moving target as
I think this sort of shooting can come
later. The small amount of time spent
at off-hand shooting was just good
practice for quick and easy handling
of the rifle. Few hunters are qualified
to shoot game off-hand at any range
over 50 yards, and many hunters
shouldn't even try that.

The hunter of today is most fortun-
ate in being able to buy and use the
best in guns, ammunition, and acces-
sories, He should see that he knows
how to use them well and with con-
fidence because it is going to be hard-
er and harder to find game. Hunting
pressure is growing every year as
more and more hunters take to the
fields. This has become very evident
in our state. Although 1968 was a
poor hunting year from the standpoint
of weather, there is no doubt but that
the large game herds are diminishing,
particularly the elk herds. It is rather
easy to increase the deer herds in spite
of hunting pressure and -civilization
but the elk just don’t prosper like the
deer.

This reduction in elk numbers can
be checked by a survey of the animals
taken in different areas and checked
through game stations. I will list three
different areas, the Wood River-Grey-
bull (Meteetsee), the South Fork Sho-
shoni, and the North Fork areas. I
can remember when an area kill on
elk would approach 1000 in numbers.
In comparison the area kill in 1967 was
only 417 elk for the Wood River-Grey-
bull area, 583 for the South Fork area
and 256 for the North Fork. a total of
only 1256 animals for all three areas.
The 1968 area kills were Wood River-
Greybull, 296, South Fork, 220 and
the North Fork, 251, total kill, 767.
This is quite a reduction, and cannot
be blamed on weather and hunting
conditions alone. This year there were
groups of 2 to 8 hunters who hunted
the Thorofare area and never got a
shot at an elk: this is a summer range
of elk herds and they stay here dur-
ing the fall, until driven out by the
heavy winter snows.

I believe we will have to get ac-
customed to finding less big game in
our hunting areas, and so it will be
well for us to become more proficient
in the use of our hunting arms and
learn to take advantage of all the help
we get from the good equipment now
available, in the form of good scopes,
good fitting rifles, and good ammuni-
tion. And we should spend more time
in learning how to use these things
more accurately. It will be a big help
in eliminating some of our wounded

and lost game and give us -!

batter hunter success.
GUNS e  MARCH 1969
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GAME SHOOTING by Robert Churchill. The extraordinary theories
of England’s famed drillmaster bring a new perspective to the shotgun
scene. It offers to novices and experienced shooters the step-by-step
soaching of one of the world's greatest shooting instructors. 272 pages,
67 illustrations. Regular price, $8.95. Subscribers pay only $6.25
Order No. 710

STORIES OF THE OLD DUCK HUNTERS and OTHER DRIVEL by
Gordon MacQuarrie. Edited by Zack Taylor. First in the Stackpole
Easy-Chair books for your fireside entertainment. These are 19 of the
treasured and most remembered stories of the Old Duck Hunters. Full
of humor, grim endurance, joyful victory, and empty-creel disappoint-
ment that are a sportsman’s lot. Save an evening or two to spend with
this master storyteller of the outdoors. Regular price, $5.95.
Subscribers pay only $4.45 Order No. 1682

SMALL ARMS OF THE WORLD by W.H.B. Smith. Revised and en-
arged by Joseph E. Smith. The international, one-place showcase of
in-use military firearms. ldentifying characteristics, operation, parts,
methods of disassembly and assembly, calibers, ammunition, loading
specifications, safety factors, evaluation, construction design. Covers
42 countries. Over 700 pages, 1800 illustrations. Regular price, $17.95.
Subscribers pay only $11.65 Order No. 1565

CHECKERING AND CARVING OF GUNSTOCKS by Monty Kennedy.
The complete home workshop reference with ready to use patterns...
detailed instr s and techniques for making gunstocks look better,
feel better, grip tter. Covers virtually every basic pattern, tool,
method. Using more than 470 technical illustrations, some of the top
men tell ab all the checkering types from flat style to American
n't waste time with fancy words and impossible art. Large
ular price, $10.00. Subscribers pay only $8.00

Order No. 630

INTRODUCTION TO MODERN GUNSMITHING by Harold E. Mac-
Farland. In this handy, workbench reference you get easy-to-follow,
ouble-free for solving problems of malfunction, picking and
improving getting the best pull and accuracy, choosing and
working dif 2els, COrre ng and mounting scopes and sights,
loying reliable methods with metal finishes, creating sporting
s, licking assembly confusion. It's every gun owner's pinpoint
guide to successful gun fixing. Regular price, $6.95. Subscribers pay
nly $4.85 Order No. 918

SKILLS FOR TAMING THE WILDS by Bradford Angier, Wise ways to
coax comfort from nature. Learn energy-saving ways to travel, how to
cook delicious meals, techniques for traveling light, how to read nature's
weather reports, make shelters, sleep warm, use woodsman's tools.
An indispensable reference that takes even the uninitiated into the
lush backcountry—and back—comfortably and safely. Regular price,
$6.95. Subscribers pay only $5.20 Order No. 1550

I you're not already a I

GUNS subscriber, use the start
coupon you'll find elsewhere i
in this issue to subscribe pgmporlng
and to send along with your with
order for books. Otherwise these
pay the regular book

prices. and SAVE

20% or more
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' choose your own
look-it-up bookbench
of when-you-want-them
facts about guns,
shooting, ammo,

HATCHER'S NOTEBOOK by Julian S. Hatcher. Provides the unusual
in unchangeable details and all that's recent and important for safe
and easy gun handiing. For shooters. hunters. ballisticians, gunsmiths
historians, collectors...the personal reference notes and experience
of more than 50 years that made the author one of the few top tech-
nical authorities about guns and how they work, about ammunition
and its peculiarities, and about the accessories necessary for complete
gun interest. Reqular price $10.00. Subscribers pay only $6.50

Order No. 795

GUNSTOCK FINISHING AND CARE by A. Donald Newell. A paint and
varnish technician whose avocation is gunsmithing—especially stock
finishing—filis in the investigated, tested tips on ways with gun wood
Beginning with a detailed introduction to the kinds of wood, you learn
about preliminary finishing and refinishing; stains, staining, and grain-
ing; drying oils; varnishes, lacquers, shellac, plastics; driers, thinners
and solvents; waxes, polishes, rubbing compounds; special treatments
and recommendations on equipment. Regular price, $9.50. Subscribers
pay only $5.70 Order No. 780

THE HOME GUIDE TO CARTRIDGE CONVERSIONS by George C
Nonte. Ammo for many old guns, or those available through surplus
channels, becomes increasingly difficult or too expensive to obtain
and many a fine gun would otherwsie be destined never to shoot again
With this book, however, you see easily how to make cases for prac
tically all calibers—foreign and domestic—and for pistols and rifles
Hundreds of charts, tables, photos. Regular price, $8.95. Subscribers
pay only $7.15 Order No. 345

SHOTGUNS by Elmer Keith. Third revised edition of the classic tech
nical review of shotguns and accessories. More than 40 new illustrations
support this ever-popular ook at guns, ammunition, and how to care for
and shoot them with accuracy. Includes new dope on plastic ammunition
components, buckshot load improvements, chrome plating of bores
modern magnum loads, powders and primers, long range loads, the 410
gauge, and the details on domestic and foreign made guns. Regular
price, $7.95. Subscribers pay only $5.55 Order No. 9530

AMERICANS AND THEIR GUNS compiled by James E. Trefethen
edited by James E. Serven. The National Rifle Association story
through nearly a century of service to the nation, Whether you're a
member of NRA or not, as a gun owner you'll be thrilled with this life
history—from the first venturesome steps in sponsoring marksmanship
training to present day activities of service to those who use firearms
for defense and recreation. Regular price, $9.95. Subscribers pay only
$7.50 Order No. 118

IDENTIFYING OLD U.S. MUSKETS, RIFLES and CARBINES by Col
Arcadi Gluckman. For the collector, buff, or dealer. _an easy-to-tell-
them-apart guide to details of caliber, length, barrel markings, fittings,
production, makers, arms inspectors and their markings. Regular price
$10.00. Subscribers pay only $6.00 Order No. 903
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REVISED EDITION

REDBOOK

OF USED GUN
VALUES

INCLUDING
VALUABLE
GUN BUYER'S
DIRECTORY

2 FREE ISSUES of

Guns MAGAZINE

GUNS has added more pages, more color, more in-depth editorial fea-
tures and nationally known firearms experts. And for the first time in
any firearms monthly, GUNS is now loaded with realistic, full 4-color
reproductions of famous firearms. Long recognized internationally as
“The Finest in the Firearms Field,” GUNS has now created an entirely
new dimension in firearms publishing. Take advantage of this offer
now! When you confirm your order with payment, two FREE issues will
be added to your subscription. Receive 14 issues for the price of 12.

$
15—0 SAVINGS OVER THE NEWSSTAND PRICE

Subscribe during this special offer and you will also be saving $1.50
over the regular newsstand price for GUNS Magazine. Here is how this
added savings bonus works to your advantage, If you purchased individual
copies of GUNS on your favorite newsstand, you would pay 75c per issue,
or $9.00 per year. But, by entering your subscription now, you pay only
$7.50 per year—a $1.50 savings on one-year subscription! And that’s
not all. If you do not agree that GUNS is invaluable, just tell us. We will
immediately cancel your subscription with no charge whatsoever. You
can't possibly lose. You must he satisfied or it won't cost you anything.
Subscribe now!
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THE GUN MARKET

Classified ads, 20c per word insertion including name and address.

Payable in advance. Minimum ad 10 words.

Closing date May

1969 issue (on sale March 23rd) is Feb. 10th. Print carefully and mail
to GUNS MAGAZINE, 8150 North Central Park Blvd., Skokie, lllinois.

“BOOKS

ALL GUN BOOKS AND RELATED TITLES, Save on
our “Baker's Dozen Free Premium Plan™ and ““Un-
beatable Values,”” Send 50¢ for year-around mailings.
Ray Riling Arms Books Co., 6844 Gorsten Street,
Philadelphia, FPa. 19118,

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
REPAIR ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES Thousands of
Servicemen Needed! Free Detalls: Magna Enterprises,
Mount Vernon, Ohlo 43050,

EARN UP TO £2.40 hour. Assemble our products, Sup-
plies Furnished, United, Box 55392 BW, Indianapolis,
imlllnn 162

DEALERS — request free catalog on letterhead, com-
plete foreign military medal line. Extreme discounts.
International, Box 303G, Jamaiea, N.Y. 11

_COLLECTORS

VISIT DIXIE GUN WORKS, for Antiyue Arms. Sorry,
no lists.

ACHTUNG! UNIFORMS, MEDALS, field equipment.
Rought - traded - sald, l'ﬂ!ﬂ]l\l{ 10, N Panzer Death-
head Pin and ::mt:lng 2100, German Field tunic button
20¢: IRON CROSS, 57 May Drive, Chatham, N.J. 07928,

3‘.

NEW COLLECTOR SERVICE — Rare military books,

manuals, war relies, weapons, uniforms, helmets, ac-

coutrements, medals, insignia, documents, photos, paint-

ing, prints. 50 Page Illustrated Catalogue 50¢ refund-

able wJ:IJ purchase, Peter Hlinka, Ili.-:mrizosal Americana.
L}

Dept. G, 226 East 8Jth Street, N. Y.
I'l"ll“'l(h\;\h FIREARMS RECORD BOOK $2.00, 2/
3.5 Clenzoil rustproofer, pint $3.25, 2/$6.00, Pres-

2/
Bllrl‘ \('ll‘»illll‘ handloader labels, 150/32.50. PFREB, Box

201G, TPark Ridge, Illinols 60068,

T ENGRAVING

PRUDIIOMME'S ARTISTIC ENGRAVING, Folder $2.00,
302 Ward Bldg., SBhreveport, La. T1101

__FORSALE

—

BTATE IMISTOL LAWS. Booklet deseribing current pistol
regnlations of all states §1.00. Federal Gun Laws Booklet
ll nrl Hetlr\ Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd S:., New York

CANNON FUSE 3/32" diameter, water proof, 25 feet

$1.00—125 feet $£4.00 postpaid. Free catalog, Zeller
Enterrises, Box 632, Hudson, Mich. 49247,
DETAILS of construction, operation.

CROSS BOWS:
O 50¢ “inlln[al‘tlﬂn or rnnunl
Ave,, Brooklyn, N.Y. 112008

Lanlois, 546 Ovington

FIREWORKS FUSE 3/32% diameter. Burns underwater,

underground, 40 feer £1.00, 170 feet 34.00 postpaid. Free
?aanlfu._ Rilton, RBox 309G, Hasbrouck Heights, N.J.
1780

FREE . . 32-PAGE Spring 1069 CATALOG! Describes
and pictu hundreds of farms, ranches, town and coun-
try homes, by esses coast to coast! hpm-lf\ Fpe proper-
ty and location preferred. Zip code, please, UNIT
{}A]Ii’;g A;FICK('\'. 612-MG West 47th St., Kansas City,
Mo, 112,

REAL HORSESHOES AND wrought
three gun wall rack attractive for den ete. $3.00 Deposit
$0.95 Balance plus postage and C.0.I). Money back
iﬁ::]rf:mrc. Ben Norman, 4205-3Tth, Lubbock, Texas

iron handmade

GUNS & AMMUNITION

1888 SUNPLUS

ARMY, NAVY store lllustrated eatalog.
Bend 25¢ (refund

ble with first £5.00 order). Ruvel, 707

WINCHESTERS, MUSKETS COLTS

., Der-
Send 25¢ for

TORE YOUR Worn Out 22RF Darrels and make it

It
1

ringers, plus many others. Will Trade. ike new. Liner kits — chambered liner, drill, and in-
list., Fulmer's Antique Guns, Rte. %3, Detroit Lakes, structions £6.95.  $.50 postage and handling, installed
Minnesota 56301, $16.00. Hoffman Rifle Barrel Co., Bucklin, Kansas 67834,
FREE CATALOG—Saves you money on Reloading Equip- BUILD .22 Target Pistol, .22 Camper’s Pistol, Gun

Maolds,
Ohio,

Archery, Fishing Tackle,
Finnysports (88), Toledo,

ment,
Tools,
4614

Calls,
Rods,

Decoys,
Blanks.

ATRR ATIMS: New 68 page book provides independent an-
5, specifications, supply source in-
st pellet rifles, plstols, ammunition

and related aceessories available, 25¢ handling allow-

ance appreciated, Air Rifle Headnuarters, Grantsville,

West Virginia 26147,

STOr! LOOK NO FURTHER. Centennial Arms might
have the items you are looking for. Send 25¢ (no stamps)
to Dept. G-1 for our listings: black powder guns, sur-
plus arms and ammunition. Centennial Arms Corpora-
tion, 3318 West Devon Ave., Lincolnwood, Illinols 60845,

TS for eatalogue on guns, knives, swords,
curios, ete. Freedland Arms Co., 34-03
Route 4, Fair Lawn, N. I

REND 25 C
police suppl
Broadway,

BUEHLER GUN COLI
rel rifles 400 to 600
ceptional scope  mounted
Hend 25¢ for list, Maynard
94563

ICTION Sale, Fine double bar-
ro. 500 to 8-Bore Black. Ex-

magazine rifles and pistols,
Buehler, Orinda, Calif,

DIRECTORY. Buy Direct from
European Sources, Be-
Box 11211-GN,

WHOLESALE GUN
Manufacturer! Lists American,
come Dealer! Send 2100, Continental,
Indianapolis, Indiana 46201

LISTING 30¢,
g tool for Lugers $1.5
Bhattuek, Box 471, Franklin,

Luger tie clasp ss
0; Luger Manual $1.
\Ih h.

WHOLESALE GUN DIRECTORY tells you how to be-
come & Firearms Dealer and buy at tremendons Savings
for yourself and sell to oth Includes application
lank for a Federal Firearms License (Which you must
have to buy Firearms Wholesale). Has name and ad-
dresses of Manufacturers, Wholesalers and Importers in
8. A.. Europe, Japan and Canada of Rifles, Shot-
Handguns, Machine Gu Underwater Guns,
4, Bayonets, Ammunitions, ks, Parts, and much
Price 22.0 Alrmail £3.00. E & O Publishers,
114, Box 4037, Dallas, Texas 75208,

DtIJI'

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSED Dealers: Write for
sensational offerings most popular military rifles-ammo,
Send ecertifled copy FFL. Century Arms, Ine., St. Albans,
Vermont,

THE EXPERTS AGREE that dry firing 15 necessary to
proper training in the use of the handgun. Rut, dry
firing without snap-caps may damage your favorite gun,
For maximum safety, use “SAFETY-CAP' snap caps.
Six for $1.00, ppd. (.38 Cal. only), Dept. G, Controlled
Action, Box 793, Youngstown, Ohio 44501,

MERKEL - GERMANY'S FINEST Shotguns, over/under,
side by side, drillings, 1r| 12 and 20 gauge. We offer
merkels eustombuilt to your speeifications. Dealer inquiry
Invited. Dl rlhutur for Merkel sporting arms. J. L.
Quick & Son Company, 1301 Lauence Street, [iirmlm:lnun.
Alabama 35210, 205-595-4491,

GUN EQUIPMENT _

SCOPE MOUNTS—Catalog 23G will help you select the
proper mount for your scope and vour rifle. Includes Low

Safetys, Gun Screws, Gun Taps, Gun Drills. Loctite,

Maynard Buehler Ine., Orinda, Calif. 94563,
GUNSMITHING o

f— —

WANT A PRECISION Rifle Barrel guaranteed to shoot
15" groups at 100 yds., barrel fitted and test fired to your
action $36.00. Magnum $3.00 extra. Enclose stamped,
self-addressed envelope for i‘letaiia, Hoffman Rifle Barrel

Racks, Cabinets. and blue guns - with hand tools. Send
6¢ stamp for illustrated information. Post office Box
362-G, Terre Haute, Indiana 47308,

~ LEATHERCRAFT

FREE! World’s largest leathercraft catalog. Hundreds of
Make-TIt Ideas. Tandy Leather Co., Dept. V-68, Fort
Waorth, Texas.

~ MISCELLANEOUS

NAZI ITEMS Bought,
Lenkel, 1060 Anderson,

List 35¢.

Soll,  Originals only.
Palisade, N.J.

TREASURE HUNTERS! PROIPECTORS! Tteleo’s new
Instruments detect buried gold, silver, coins, minerals,
historical relles.  Transistorized.  Weighs 3 pounds.
£19.05 up. Free catalog. leo-A6, Tox 10859, Houston,
Texas 77018,

CENUINE BUCKSKIN JACKETS, Gloves, Moceasing,
Send G0¢ for Genuine DBuckskin Money Poke amd g
B.“]DH?" Berman Buckskin, Minneapolis, Minn. 58401,
ept. 32,

CROSSBOWS
#1805 Factory
Kansas 67052,

for Target, Hunting and Carp-Shooting,
Direct-Price. Jay Co.. Rt. 3, Goddard,

00 ASSORTED SWEET Onion Plants with free plant-
Ing gulde, postpald. Toneo, *“*home of the sweet
onjon,' Farmersville, Texas T5031.

o

KNIVES 1m
(50¢.) Friedmar
aa640.

IMPORTED Novelty Knives Catalogue
Imports, Dox 535, Montebello, Calif.

NAZL W,
$2.00 cash,

It SOUVENIRS, Tatest
Diseco, Box 80385-M,

illustrated eatalog
Milwankee, Wis, 53223

n:,n FRUIT JARS bringing from $£1.00 to $200.00 each,

For list of over 100 kinds, prices and where to sell, mafl
SL.00, Alrmail $£1.25 to - E & O Publisliers, Dept. 216,
Box 4047, Dallas, Texas 75208,

BILVER COLORR. METAL, bandzome and rltm:ml.
boxed ball point pen SI 00. 12 metal refiils - £1.00

ball point stick pen 1.00, Ball point pen gift boxed
De Sabato, Tox 4ll7 Middle Village, N.Y, 11379,

::irr
;12

Sl¢. E,
LAMESKIN FUR RUGS. 16 cuttings of fur, showing
colors, sent by writineg imo Comfort Mfg., 199 Broad-

way, Derlin, Wis. 548523,

BOOMING AUSTRALIA WANTS You! Good jobs, Ad-

Forms and Australlan Handbook (18968) de-
Australian  Assisted passage, passport-visa, ad-
Opportunities $100, Buckeye, Box 1032ZM,
Ohio 45324,

Bes,
Fairhorn,

EXOTIC. FULLY ILLUSTRATED catalog of German war
S0¢ Alrmailed, 88 Identifleation Booklet and card,
ed and rare: Special $4.00 XO REPRODUCTIONS]
unusual items! George Theoflles, Seaford, Delaware

REAL ESTATE

_ ——a

GOVERNMENT LANDS . . . LOW As §L.00 Acre.
Millions Acres! For Exclusive Copyrighted Iteport .

plus “Land Opportunity Digest™ listing lands avallable
throughout U.8. send $L00. Batisfaction Guaranteed!

Junior Terrace, Dept. 9-D, Chicago, 11l. 60813, Co., Bucklin, Kansas 6783 Land Disposal. Box 9091-GN, Washington, D.C. 20003,
Shotgun Barrel - CLARO WALNUT
Polishing Head Very fine special select grade. Black

Let your electric hand-
drill, polisher or grinder
do the polishing. Re-
moves lead and polishes to a mirror-like finish, from
breech through choke to muzzle without resetting the
ead. Use it in 1'_'. 16 or 20-gauge barrels. No over-
hc-lllnz of ba et a mirror-like finish in a short
Pu]le-lum. hc:ul with 34”-long xlv.‘cl rm! and 4

“of polishing strips for only $4.7 SMITH
ﬂ[ LY l[F’:\I)uUa\ﬂTFIR“' - Mail The l'ur I’Il.‘w ﬂ
68 Catalog, NK MITTERMEIER, INC
ISJB] 3577 E. Trsmnnt Ave., New York 65,
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ltll.lS DEER, FOX.ETC.

fishing arraws. Fisking attach., leather quiver. 3
BILL'S MILITARY STORES. 224 W. FORSYTH. JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 32202
New Exciting Cataleg 25¢ - FREE With Order

marble & color stripe, $15.00 to $45.00.

Rare two-toned very fancy crotch cuts

$30.00 to $45.00. Brochure & price

sheets 25¢.

Paulsen Gunstocks & Shooters Supply
Chinook, Mont. 59523

=3
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Redfield

Rifle Scopes.

They've always had the world's best optical system.

So what's new?

@ New “Super Seal” Power Ring. Precision engi-
neered for maximum strength at this point on all
variables, the new seal positively prevents leak-
age of air or moisture. Adjustment knob on ring
simplifies operation, with or without gloves.

® New turret design. Double “O’-Rings protect
positively against leakage. Rust-proof, dust-proof,
moisture-proof...even without turret caps. Deep-
knurled for easy thumb-and-finger or standard
coin-slot adjustment.

® New, magnum-strength internal components.
Designed to take maximum punishment of mag-
num recoil...theworld'stoughestscope gets even
tougher.

Now, more than ever, Redfield scopes, mounts
and sights set the highest standards of quality,
performance and dependability for the shooting
industry. Gunsmiths recommend them, leading
gun writers praise them, knowledgeable shooters
demand them. Add the world-famous Redfield
lifetime warranty—and you're assured 100%
satisfaction.

See your dealer or gunsmith—or write for free
32-page full-color catalog.
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Redfield

5800 EAST JEWELL AVE., DENVER, COLO. 80222

SIGHTING EQUIFMENT NOT SUBJECT TO THE FEDERAL GUN CONTROL ACT OF 1068




says:
embers
shadows
shapped twig
confidence

A Colt says a lot of things. Little Big Horn, Dodge
City and Cripple Creek. Frontier marshal and Wyatt Earp.
For a Colt is no ordinary handgun.

Rich in heritage, uncompromising in quality, Colt's revolvers made
today still reflect Colt's 131-year tradition of superb craftsmanship . . .
plus all the refinements and design improvements that modern metallurgy and
precision manufacturing techniques make possible.

Isn't it time you had a better grip on American history? Visit your nearby Colt's
Registered Dealer today. Heft and handle some of his Colt's revolvers. See for
yourself the handguns that have a heritage of excellence.

Colt Industries Colt's Firearms Division

Hartford, Conn., U.5.A. 06102
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