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You'll have to be a different kind of a nut than a target nut, if you can’t find a .22 auto to
your liking in the S&W Model 41 line!

This version with 5%2” Heavy Barrel and Extendible Front Sight is a prime example. It’s
for the particular shooter who likes the chunky, back-in-the-hand feel of a military-style
automatic — yet yearns for the distance from rear to front sight that normally comes
only on a long, or custom barrel. To lengthen the sight radius, you just pull out the adjust-
able front sight and tighten two Allen screws. A mark on the dovetailed slide shows when
you're at 10", Leave the sight pushed in, and your radius is 778",

Weight is 44%2 ounces — Price, $132.00 retail, tax included.

Other options and accessories include:

5%, ” Heavy Barrel with fixed front sight. 5" Medium-Weight Barrel. 738” Medium-
Weight Barrel with Detachable Muzzle Brake. (All barrels interchangeable, avail-
able with or without sights.) .22 Short or .22 Long Rifle caliber. Various
counterweights available.

Of course, accuracy is the big reason to shoot the S&W Model 41. It is the
pistol used for the first official 300-possible. It is the automatic that
performs like a test barrel, machine-resting groups little larger than
those inherent in the ammunition itself!

Ask your S&W dealer to show you the Model 41.
Smith & Wesson, Springfield, Mass. 01101, U.S.A.

If you don’t like
the sight radius
on this slick-
shooting

S&W...

W SMITH & WESSON

b
@ A BANGOR PUNTA COMPANY

@



with brief trial membership in the Conservative

Book Club and your agreement to buy just

three other Selections over the next 15 months, all at
deep discounts of 20% to 75%,

How to Defend Yourself,

Your Family, and Your Home

94 illustrations,

Prevention and protection against all forms of BODILY ATTACK -
BURGLARY - HOLD-UP -
that you, your wife — yes, and your children — must have

as the crime rate continues to soar in the Great Society jungle.

RAPE - ARSON - RIOTS. Guidance

307 pages. Retail
price: $6.95

“AKE NO MISTAKE: this is not a book for the trigger-happy, not for
¥4 anyone looking for trouble. 1t is written precisely for people who want
to avoid trouble. lgcople who feel a growing helplessness as political vote-
rustlers turn every neighborhood in our country into a happy hunting
ground for the thief,-the rapist, the drug addict, the pervert, the arsonist, the
murderer-for-kicks, the looter. It is meant to lessen the chances that you,
your wife or your children may be victims — and greatly improve your
chances of avoiding serious harm if you cannot avoid an actual confrontation.

As with accident insurance, we dearly hope you never have to use what
you will get out of this book. But merely having all this information is the
best guarantee you will never be faced with criminal attack. (Even if you
yourself are a burly ex-Marine and feel no need for this book, remember,
your wife and children are different.)

FBI, Police, Army Information

Whether you live in a big city, a posh suburb (where crime is growing
fastest) or a small town...in a house or an apartment, author George
Hunter understands your security problems. Not only has he written and
lectured widely on the subject; this book is based on data from organiza-
tions like the FBI, the New York City police, the U.S. Army and the
National Rifle Association. How much of the following information do you
honestly know right now? And vet your safety and your very life, your
wife's, your child’s, could depend on your knowing any one of these facts:

* The ort of locking up. (Hunter shows that the overoge home is relying en
“'useless junk’'l)

When to be careful about giving your full name.

Perils of the self-service elevator. 3 woys to avoid danger.

Defensive techniques to protect yourself in your car. Sofety meosures when
driving through dongerous areas.

The $12 device thot con fool prowlers when you're way from home.

The law is not always on your sidel How to deal with the legal pitfolls you
face when merely defending yourself or coming to the aid of someone being
ottacked.

®* How to use time and neise to ward off an intruder.

The home security room: how to secure and stock it. Which room to choose.
®* The best quick defense against o knife. The best follow-up.

", Where to hide valuables and defense devices in o city apartment.

* What to do if your home is burglorized. The one thing you should never do!

Privileges and Terms of New Membership

FREE GIFT BOOK on self-protection described above — in original publisher's edition.
Retail price: $6.95.

ALSO FREE: Your subscription to our monthly Club Bulletin. Brims with publishing
and political news of interest to conservatives.

DISCOUNT PRIVILEGES: Monthly Selections and Alternates are described in your
Bulletin . . . the best in conservative books, both fiction and non-fiction. You accept
only the books you want, at members' deep discount prices — 20% to 75% lower
than retail prices, Selections you want are delivered automatically; you reject books
you don't want on simple refusal form always provided.

SPECIAL SERVICES such as the exclusive Club Omnibus Volumes, containing the
cream of conservative publishing at immense savings over regular prices... ex-
clusive reports on trends in conservative thinking ... other privileges and services
now being arranged for you by the Club.

WIDE BOOK CHOICE: You agree to accept 3 other books from the Club during the
next 15 months, from about 40 to be offered — all at discount, of course. After that
you are free to resign at any time.
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= How the skilled housebreaker differs from the drug addict and the sex criminal.

= How to use ordinary household objects to defend yourself.

= Tips on firearms that moy be new even to an ex-Gl. Special techniques for
defensive shooting.

= Where to buy tear-gaos projectors.

* Helpful odvice on finding a safe neighborhood when you move into a strange
town. Precautions to take when you move inte o new opartment or house.
Ways to protect yourself if you lose your key.

* What to do if you find yourself in o bad neighborhood . . . if you're being
followed.

® Precautions to take when you use public transportation.

= Everything you need to know about locks of all kinds and obout reinforcing
outside doors. Pick-proef locks. Two things to watch out for.

* 5 steps to protect your home if you live in an area that may erupt in a riot.
How rioters and arsenists use even a garbage can to destroy.

= A man's best friend: technique for training o watchdeg . . . picking the right
dog for your situation . . . escaping if the criminal has a dog.

* The hidden danger if an attacker tries a fist fight.

®* Unarmed personal defense: 52 photographs illustrating basic methods, with
captions to explain each move. Myths cbout jude and karate. When not to
kick. Why the karote chop will serve you better than your fists. The finger
spear. The flying mare. Cultivating the right frame of mind in case you are
ottacked.,

= If the worst happens: how to protect against rape,

= A simple, relioble, do-it-yourself burglar alram for your home.

Sent FREE with trial membership
in the Conservative Book Club

Think of what you read on the front page of your newspaper this morn-
ing. Do you dare leave your wife and children unprotected when you leave
for work in the morning — or when they leave the house by themselves? You
need this book. Your wife and older children need it even more.

We'll be glad to send you a copy of How te Defend Yourself, Your
Family, and Your Home entirely FREE, as a new trial member of the
Conservative Book Club, Your membership brings your valuable privileges
and discount opportunities — all specified below. Fill in the form below and
mail to the Conservative Book Club, 81 Centre Avenue, New Rochelle,
New York 10801.

—_-_mll—__———
CONSERVATIVE BOOK CLUB
B1 Centre Avenue, New Rochelle, New York 10801
I Send my free copy of How to Defend Yourself, Your Family, and
Your Home . . .and enroll me as a Trial Member of the CONSER.-
VATIVE BOOK CLUB. I understand that membership entitles me to
I buy Club Selections at discounts of 20% to 75% plus shipping, Each
month you will send me, free, the Club Bulletin describing Selections
I and Alternates, any of which 1 may reject by using the handy form
provided. If I accept a Selection, I need do nothing; it will come

automatically, My sole obligation is to buy 3 books over the next

15 months, after which 1 am free to resign at any time. GMI

Name____ —

Address
City/Zone________________ St T State D
. S SN S S S S TS S S SES S— —



TRIGGER
TALK

FREE GUN DRAWING!

The drawing for the Navy Arms 66
Rifle shown in our November issue
has been delayed so that we will be
able to conform to the new Federal
regulations. The winner will be an-
nounced in the next issue.

* » *

f\ S YOU READ THIS, we will be
entering a brand new year: and a new
era for firearms controls. There will
be no more mail-order sales of guns:
no more importation of military sur-
plus arms: no more importation of
“non-sporting” firearms. There will
be, however, a lot of headaches for
your local gun dealer. He will have
many new rules and regulations to
follow—some quite clear, others some-
what vague—and a lot more book-
keeping. As your local dealer gets
into this new control he will, in most
cases, become frustrated, and he may
develop a short temper. If so, don’t
add to his burdens by demanding
services which may be impossible for
him to give: don’t complain about the
delay in getting you your order; and
don’t blame him for being somewhat
wary about selling you a gun or am-
munition. The gun dealer of 1969 has
it a lot tougher than in the past, and a
little help from you, with patience and
understanding, will make his job a lot
easier.

Coming up in the April issue of
Guns Magazine is one of the most
exciting features we have ever of-
fered; 8 full color pages of some of
the most fascinating firearms you have
ever seen. This will be a must for all
who admire fine firearms: don’t miss it!

™ * *

—Gralffiti—
“Big Tim Sullivan is alive
ing like crazy.”

and laugh-

THE COVER

The Borchardt—the first success-
ful autoloading pistol. Manufac-
tured in Germany, this was de-
signed by Hugo Borchardt, an
American who, at one time, worked
for Winchester Repeating Arms
Co. in Hartford. From this design
evolved the world-famous Luger
pistol. Photo by J. B. Wood.
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These THREE

top NRA
Shooter
Manuals

FREE

&=

Instruction

—as a bonus for joining the =
National Rifle Association of America

Membership Costs only 5 and
you enjoy all these services
for gunowner-sportsmen—

e The AMERICAN RIFLEMAN magazine — America’s
most authoritative journal on guns and shooting comes
to you every month as just one of the membership
services.

¢ FirearmsInformation Service— experts give you prac-
tical answers to your questions on guns and shooting.

e Hunting Service—NRA Hunter Bulletins plus reports
in The RIFLEMAN keep vou informed on game, hunt-
ing laws, shooting preserves. There are hunter awards,
too.

e Recreational Shooting Programs—mean more fun for
vou throughout the year.

e NRA Legislative Service—keeps you posted on new
or proposed gun laws.

e Low-Cost Gun and Personal Accident Insurance—is
available through NRA.

PLUS many other services, such as NRA's Book Service,
Certified Instructor training, range plans for indoor or
outdoor, introductions to NRA-affiliated local sports-
men clubs, invitations to Annual Meetings, Firearms
Exhibits and National Matches.

NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION
1600 Rhode Island Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036

GUNS . FEBRUARY 1969

12 hig issues
of The
AMERICAN
RIFLEMAN —
America’s most
authoritative
journal on

guns and
shooting—

< is included in
your membership

USE THIS COUPON APPLICATION

-

R

ra

TO JOIN NRA TODAY

———

]
To: NRA Membership Division =
1600 Rhode Island Ave., N.W. E
Washington, D.C. 20036 1
]
Enroll me as an NRA member, start my subscription {o the i
AMERICAN RIFLEMAN and send me the bonus of the three I
NRA shooter manuals. Enroll me for— :
[0 1 year — $6 [ 3 years — $16 I
{ Name
ity e St ZIP
[] payment enclosed [] send bill

Confirming application and details will be sent 10349-B

5



Trained To Kill Our Fellow Man

Recent Massachusetts legislation
has made our state’s gun laws the
most severe in the nation. Perhaps if
yvou printed this letter it might cause
some politicians or citizens to wake
up.

In the past few years there have
been three savage assassinations
within our “Great Society.” But who
mentions the rising death rate on the
highways? Legislation has been
passed against the use of firearms, but
what has been done about cars?

As it stands now, a minor can not
purchase a firearm or ammunition in
Massachusetts but he can hold a
hunting license. This is sensible?

As of a man’s 18th birthday he can
be inducted into the army where he is
taught not the correct and safe use of
firearms, but to use them to kill as
many human beings as possible. I
think that this fact is one of the most
absurd in the history of the human
race.

. J CROSSFIRE

If more determined effort were di-
rected toward the ending of the Viet-
nam War and not toward denying the
rights of law abiding citizens this
country might be a little better off.

Bob Hayes, Jr.
Plainville, Mass.

Fust Draw Club Addresses
Portland Fast Draw Club
6530 E. 91st St.

Portland, Ore.

Prince George Fast Draw Club
Prince George, Canada

Thunderbird Fast Draw Club
5384 Union St.
Vancouver, Canada

Calgary Fast Draw Club
4524 20th Ave., N.W.
Calgary, Alberta

Canada

Practice What You. . . .

Which ever Editor wrote the “Trig-
ger Talk” column in May issue of
Guns gets right down to cases, and
huzzahs for same.

A personal experience has stuck in
my mind for many years, and tends to
a commentary in the same vein.

Shortly after WWix I was sitting in a
barber chair in the neighboring town
of Dillon getting a haircut from my
old friend Fred, who was by way of
being a sorta gun crank, and was just
finishing up a fancy carved stocking
job on a .30-06 which he had in the
corner of the barber shop to maybe
show off a bit. A middle-aged, capable
looking man in ranch type clothes,
obviously no stranger to guns, came
in and casually picked the rifle up to
look it over. He stood about five feet
in front of me with the business end
pointed it directly at my middle. I
said, “Mister, if you don’t mind, I wish
yvou’d point that thing away from me.”
He looked from examining the action
and said, rather impatiently, “I know
it’s not loaded.” You recommend that
I should have called him a stupid
S.0.B., (indicated!), but what T said
was, “Now look, Mister, I've been get-
ting paid $136.50 a month for the past
several years to look down those
things, but nobody is paying me now,
so point it away from me! You may
know it's not loaded, but I don't!”

The man put the rifle back in the
corner, pretty ungraciously, and
stomped out, muttering something or
other under his breath. You can im-
agine the silence when he left, eight
or ten men all looking at me, saying
nothing—neither barber making a

Universal’s °

ANOTHER UNIVERSAL “‘FIRST”’

Universal’s new “‘Standard” Riflescopes
offer features found only in
scopes selling for many times their price.

1. Water-tight to protect inner lens from rain or

accidental immersion.

o AW N

changes.

6. Complete line for high powered rifles. Scopes for

.22's include mounts.

. 1" lightweight aluminum alloy tube,

. Available in cross hair or post reticle sight systems.
. Scientifically, optically centered.

- Nitrogen filled to prevent fogging in temperature

Base, Mount and Ring Assortment for 95% of all
popular makes of sporting rifles. Quick and easy to

Standard’

Actual Size
Model SE 4x32 mm 1" tube

$22.50

e

7. Bi-axis, micromatic adjustment. use. Look for the new Universal Sport Gun Line.

LOOK FOR THIS BASE, ,-,93}5}-*7;7,‘,
MOUNT & RING DISPLAY Soon)
‘01070%
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sound, and I began to get the impres-
sion that I had insulted one of their
most respected sportsmen. However,
after an appreciable silence Fred said,
“Larry. I'm real glad that happened,
just yvesterday that man gave a custo-
mer right in here a real dressing
down for careless handling of a shot-
gun, only he wasn’t near as nice as
you were about it!”

I hope the moral of this story is as
clear as it is true. It simply isn't right
to let careless gun handling go by
without calling it to attention, loud
and clear. Also I hope it points out
that even experienced people get una-
ware, and need to keep constantly on
guard, and even perhaps need re-
minding once in awhile. The man I
mention, I've learned since, was expe-
rienced, and quite respected, but that
don’t make a .30 cal. hole look any
better in me! I hope he hasn’t forgot-
ten.

L. B. Preston
Sheridan, Montana

Pro-Gun Organizations

In responce to a letter by Mr.
Angerer inquiring about organizations
to combat anti-gun laws, I strongly
suggest the National Rifle Association
which, through its members, has been
quite effective.

I wrote Mr. Angerer personally
about the NRA. I also intend to con-
tact the organization he was inquiring
about for possible membership.

For the benefit of your readers, I
would like to say the NRA is a fine
organization and can always use new
members. I also hope your readers

were aware of their legislators’ views

when they went to the polls election

day—I definitely was aware of mine.
Donald Baker
Columbiana, Ohio

Reason vs. Emotion

I truly believe that those of us in-
terested in keeping the “Right to Bear
Arms” alive in the United States must
take a more militant stand now! Our
“be satisfied to hold the line” attitude
is failing. Those who would restrict
or abolish this priceless right of the
individual are winning the war.

We have cried, “fact not emotion,”
but our opponents are using pure
maudlin emotion and they are, in fact,
pounding hell out of us and our facts.
It is a fact that emotion not logic rules
the masses. Unless we begin to use
emotion charged editorials ourselves,
[ am certain that we fight for a lost
cause. In short, gentlemen, we must
find the “Tom Paines” and “Patrick
Henrys” in our ranks.

Robert M. Syverson
Matteson, Illinois

Rolling Block Reloads

I would like to add some comments
to the article “Shoot Your .43 Rolling
Block” in this December issue. (which
article, unfortunately, I mutilated in
cutting out the contest coupon). Mr.
Miller has developed a very simple
and ingenious method for reloading
for this gun using the original Berdan
primed brass.

For those who already have con-
ventional loading presses, and parti-
cularly for those who already reload
for the 11mm Mauser (.43 Mauser) a

much simpler methed is to use 11 mm
Mauser brass in the .42 Spanish rifie.
Case measurements, given by W.H.B.
Smith in “The Bock of Rifles”
follows:

are as

11 mm 43

Mauser Spanish
Case length, overall: 237" 2.25"
Length, to shoulder: 1.46 1.55
Diameter at rim: 082 627
Diameter at base: 513 524
Diameter at shoulder: .508 510
Diameter at neck: 463 462

Thus, the 11 mm Mauser case can
be trimmed to the length of the .43
Spanish case. and the other measure-
ments are not mwu;.n smaller to make
any difference. I have cbtained good
results in light and medium loads
even without trimming the case; I
have not yet tried to develop any
maximum loads. Lyman makes molds
for cast bullets for both the 11 mm
Mauser and the .43 Spanish. 11 mm
Mauser cartridges, and I presume, un-
primed brass, with boxer primer
pockets, is available from Dominion
(Canadian Industries Limited). I use
11 mm Mauser dies adjusted so as to
neck-size the case only. The first fir-
ing of the 11 mm Mauser brass in the
43 Spanish chamber reforms the case
to the .43 Spanish size. Although my
dies are the two stage variety, I have
found that it is worth while to bell
the mouth of the case as a seperate
step, using .45 or other suitable ex-
pander buttons, adjusted so as to give
a definite bell to the mouth of the
case. It is quite an experience loading
and shooting these heavy bullets in
the old rifle.

John R. Ledbetter, Jr.

Model SA 4x15 mm 34" $7.95 ., Model SE-40 4x40 mm 40 mm Model SI

Model SB 3x7x20 mm 34" 1285 . Objective Bell $26.50 = Model SI-40

Model SC 2.5x32 mm 1~ 22,50 . Model SF 4x32 mm 17 22.50 -

Model SC-2 2.5%32 mm « Model SG 6x32 mm 1” 23,95 « Model SJ
(Post Reticle) 22.50 . Model SG-40 6x40 mm 40 mm = Model SK

Model SD 4x20 mm 1* 2095 . Objeclive Bell 29.95 = Model SL

Model SE 4x32 mm 17 22.50 Model SH 8x32 mm 1" 26.50 * Model SM

Choose
these 17 dlfferent models

It it'’s
10x32 mm 1 $28.95 ”!';"',r:;m;;s;
10x40 mm 40 mm

Objective Bell 30.95
2.5x8x32 mm 1" 30.95
3x9x32 mm 17 32.95
3x9x40 mm 1” 37.95
1.5x5x40 mm 1 37.95

UNIVERSAL FIREARMS CORPORATION oept. , 3746 E. 10th court, Hiatea, Fia. 33103
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N“W‘ Exciting New Books on Firearms...Targeted to Make Yo

A Magnificent Collection of Rare, Much Sought After
Single Shot Rifles and Actions

ngle Shot°Rifles

and.Actions

Author Frank De Haas / Edited by John T. Amber

From the Sharp's Side Hammer to the Ruger No. 1, author
Frank De Haas takes you on an exciting journey through
the years of trial and error that surrounded the rise and
fall of the single shot cartridge rifle. The 55 copiously il-
lustrated chapters in this big 352 page book will make you
an expert in the field of single shot rifies and actions.

{ An Exceptional

o | 1oncomi it o S5 EXCITING CHAPTERS
$ 95 tary as with its wealth of highly The Sharps Side Hammer and the Sharps-
_ technical information. Borchardt . . . Ballard Rifles, early and
Only ppd. Whether vour interest lies in late . . . Peabody and Peabody Martinis
the technical as grunsmith- 5 Remington-Beals, Remington Rolling
ing k"‘n‘f‘.ni": & “Im';"“m“t":l an Blocks and Remington-Hepburns . . . wide
e M the AnForma range of Stevens Rifles from the Tip-Ups
tion it would ta vou yvears of research and and Stevens Favorite ﬂlrnugh the Little
study of hundreds of books in far flung libraries Scouts, the Crack Shots and the famed

and collections to obtain.

Stevens Schuetzen Rifles . . . Whitney

For the serious single shot man, and do-it- Rolling Blocks . . . Phoenix Rifles . . . the
' yvourselfer, there is a special chapter, fully il- Winchester Singl’e Shots in all their va-
Iustrated, with drawings to scale, of the action
| |

and such accessorie: a palm rest and bolt-on B;E*y L E*hq"HA”:" - é' - ?resce"* o ‘f‘

) y : i pistol grip, in such detail that you can actually avenport . . . opkins Allen , . . Kill-
Single Shot Rifles and Actions is a STeate your gwn fIAe to thik OTiRKE dasiery deer .P. . Lee .. .PPage-Lewis - Sm;fh
vﬁrlttab-lfe' encdy‘:Ioli.edla & of Slngle Critical comments, good and bad, on all LR Afdf L] Deel’ey & Edqe .o Farquhur-
shot rifle an action _mfo_rmatlon actions and functions are related as they occur son . . . Flobert . . . Fraser . .. Guedes
for the collector, the historian, the ing loadi and firing. <o . Heeren . . . Kettner and other Ger-

gunsmith, the admirer and the

shootér of siizle. SHot Fifias! man Single Shots . . . Pieper . . ., lthaca

« «+ Mossberg . .. and the latest of them
With this vast amount of information, you x all, the Ruger No. 1 Single Shot. Plus a
will find it e y identify the odd and rare section of single and double-set friggers

echanisms, the

:\_:_!:51*.- shot rifles and actions that come vour Each of the 55 profusely illustrated chapters « .. a German 4-lever set trigger ... an
- i gives historical background, completely de- appendix of barrel shank specifications
: I\-Is'm(.l\:-ri‘llsmf»lni:‘.l\-mff.:‘hf-, knf tailed, step-by-step functioning and disassem- and books and arﬁcl‘_es on Sin_g!e Shot
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NEW! And loaded
with Firearms
knowledge that
will make you

an expert!

1969
GUN DIGEST

23rd Anniversary Edition
Edited by John T. Amber
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Brand Now! Just Off the Press! 4th Anniversary Edition Best of 20 Years of Gun Digest The world’'s greatest gun book. All new
GUNS ILLUSTRATED HANDLOADER'S GUN DIGEST 1
1969 DIGEST TREASURY for 1969 from cover to cover! :
by the Editors of Gun Digest Edited by Jonn T. Amber
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sultable for

gun experts.
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eir equipment. 208 It . and so will you when you read this great new
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An Authority on Sporting Arms, Ammunition and Handloading!
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NEW!

The New, Enlarged and Revised
Second Edition ‘‘Cartridges of the
World'" contains a wealth of de-
tailed information and illustrations
about old and new ammunition of
all kinds—metallic and paper . . .
rimfire and centerfire . . . old and
new . . . rifle . . . pistol . . . shot-
gun and revolver—factory and
wildcat.

It encompasses over 1,000 cartridges . . .
loads . . . shotshells . . . ammunition com-
ponents . . . ballistics . . . handloading

An Outstanding
Boo

$ 395

New Second Edition! Extensively Revised, Enlarged and
Up-dated With a Wealth of New Materiall

Cartriddes
of the World

Author Frank C. Barnes / Editor John T. Amber
Here in one great complete book is everything on metallic
cartridges and shot shells from the 1870's to 1969! For you
who hunt, shoot, handload, or collect guns and ammuni-
tion, here now is the up-to-date definitive book on ammu-
nition of all kinds, old and new, in 384 giant 82"x11"

details . .. factory data . .. plus
hundreds nf dimensional draw-
ings and photographs.

It also presents the historical
background, general use and ap-
plication, introduction and dis-
continuance dates, the firearms
the cartridge was first introduced
for, and more.

ppd.

A century of cartridge knowledge is included
—as far back as the 1870's to the present.
Everything possible to discover about every one
of the many, many useful, weird and wonderful
types of cartridges is contained in this great
encyclopedic volume | . . including an expanse
of new data, new cartridges and new material
that has been unearthed by the painstaking
efforts of the famed author and editors.

It iz hy far the most comprehensive and im-
portant ammunition book ever written. It is the
only one in which such a vast amount of hand-
loading data is included in this large array of
new, old and obsolete U.S. and foreign ammu-
nition—in addition to all its other valuable in-
formation.

While it
“Cartridges
ae h]l PVem

is indispensahble tn the collector,
of the World" a4 monumental
v\-: llll n from the sporting-shooting
s well. Because it covers all
idge history and development,

d and comparative rating for hunting
|-m]m-| s, the active shooter will find vast quan-
tities of mfulrnuli(:n that will help him to select

FIFTEEN ALL-ENCOMPASSING CHAPTERS—

Revised, Enlarged, Up-dated, Complete

Current American Rifle Cartridges. Centerfire Sporting

Obsolete American Rifle Cartridges. Centerfire Sporting—Black Powder and Smokeless
British Sporting Rifle Cartridges. Current and Obsolete—Black Powder and Smokeless
European Sporting Rifle Cartridges. Current & Obsolete—Black Powder & Smokeless
Military Rifle Cartridges of the World. Current & Obsolete—Black Powder & Smokeless

Wildcat Cartridges. Rifle and Handgun

Pistol and Revolver Cart. Current & Obsolete Centerfire—Black Powders & Smokeless
American Rimfire Cartridges. Current and Obsolete

Shotgun Shells. Current and Obsolete—Black Powder and Smokeless

Paper Cartridges and Muzzle Loaders. Their History, Use and Construction

Primers and Caps. A Survey of Ignition Devices

Gun Powder. Propellant Explosives from Black Powder to Modern Nitro Compounds
Projectiles. Round Balls to Boattails—Lead to Lubaloy

Cartridge Reloading. Rifle, Shotgun, Pistol and Revolver

INCLUDES 32-PAGE DIVIDEND OF NEW FACTS AND CARTRIDGES!
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pages. Complete with illustrations, charts, specifications.

the best ammunition for his target shooting and
hunting activities.

The historieal notations make fascinating
and enlightening reading, and the general com-
ments pull no punches when it comes to detail-
ing both the advantages and drawhbacks of the
particular cartridges or shot shells being de-
scribed.

It would ecost vou thousands of dollars to
duplicate this book. Countless hours of research
and expenditures of time and money in travel
and correspondence with museums, universities
and knowledgeable individuals has gone into
this new second edition. The culling of new
facts and the gathering of new information—
sometimes from the battlefield—all adds up to
an excitingly fresh, new, and totally informa-
tive edition of “"Cartridges of the World."'

‘e to select even a half dozen com-
mon cartridges, 1l try to get their complete
dimensions, illustrations, handloading and bal-
listics data, history, dates of introduction and

If you we

discontinuance (if any), firearms chambered
for, and principal use and comparison with
other cartridges—you would have to consult

this hook. No other book has this information.
No other source treats every cartridge or shot
shell as an individual with its own interesting
story to tell!

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 10 DAY

FREE EXAMINATION COUPON

I Nnow at your sports, book or news dealer, or ]

postpaid from

1
g GUN DIGEST ASSOCIATION I
1 Dept.W248 4540 W. Madison Street, Chicago, Il atlﬁz-ll
B RUSH Book(s) checked below. | enclose pay- I
B! ment in full $—_ . If I am not ||
I thoroughly pleased | can return the book(s) |J|
: within 10 days for ALL OF MY MONEY BAck. |l
r] New 2nd Ed. CARTRIDGES OF I
1 THEAWORLE = ¢ =N mnae Gty $6.95 ppd. |
ILJ All New SINGLE SHOT RIFLES 1
I and ACTIONS ........ ..$7.95 ppd.
I;—] erc}l\lries.;(;lgssg—zmd Edition hob |
ke S GUNZDIGEST & Siths i is .95 ppd.
.{ ] All New GUNS ILLUSTRATED 1969 £
_1 First Annual Edition .......... $2.95 Ppll-l
1 [7] Al New HANDLOADER'S DIGEST_ . ___ I
Ath TEAIION |« o ov e wbiaaie eierara s . Pppd.
li-- GUN DIGEST TREASURY, best from |
| [ ] 20 Years of GUN DIGEST. .. .... $4.95 ppd. |
! 1
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3 |
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THROWING KNIVES

Throw for fun or sporl. Here are fine Solingen,
Germany, throwing knives made of hi-carbon steel
with tempered points for bolanced throwing ot
target or small gome. Prices include instruction

sheet for easy learning. All come in leather sheaths.

Your Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back

Corrado Cutlery

Fine Knives Since 1905
26 N. Clark St., Dept. G-29, Chicago, Ill. 60602

When in Chicago visit our edged w

Factory CLOSEOUT!
Air $495 Wh, o

Pistol

Shoots both pellets and
darts. This fine, well made
177 cal. German air pistol
is just the ticket for target
or Varmints. Accurate. No. CO2 cartridges to
replace, either. Once in a lifetime bargain.
Order several. Supply Limited. Only %4.95
ped. Send cash, check or M.O.

AIR PISTOL, Dept. G-2

1200 North Soto St.. Los Angeles, Cullf. 0033

ppd.

WHITE LINE"®
RECOIL PADS

Mershon’s new “Imperial” smooth side recoil pad
is the latest addition to the family of the popular
“White Line’™ recoil pads. The beautiful
diamond pattern

small
will enhance the appearance
of any shotgun or rifle. Price $7.50

PEAST AR AT L
A2 2257774

Newly engineered patented desizn prozressively absorhs
more recoll, no bottoming out. Molded of oil Tesistant
Du Pont Neoprene, Stays flexible in coldest weather,
A model for every type gun. Insist on ®White Line'
lifetime recoil pads.” Deluxe shown . $1.50 List.

MERSHON COMPANY

1230 SOUTH GRAND AVENUE - LOS ANGELES, CALIF 90015
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Nonte
Handloading

2nel of Experte

Braverman
Modern Arms

S&W M39 Versus Walther P-38
I may well not be qualified to

argue, but it seems to me that all in-

dications are that the Smith and Wes-

| son Model 39 automatic pistol is in no

way, at no functional point, as
preferable to the Walther P-38 as you
like to say it is. The S&W has nothing
(other than finish, and other ‘frost-
ing’) going for it that the Walther
doesn’t. They are chambered for the
same ammunition, have the same
magazine capacity, are virtually iden-
tical in weight and overall length, and
have the same sort of action, includ-
ing the feature for allowing the ex-
ternal hammer to be safely lowered
on a chambered round. They are
about as alike as two guns from dif-
ferent manufacturers can be. Differ-
ences seem to point in the Walther’s
favor: the barrel is an inch longer,
making it a shade more accurate, the
slide ends at the chamber area, mak-
ing it more natural pointer than the
traditional American slide-to-the-
muzzle autoloader. It also has better
balance. I respect your opinions,
Major Nonte, and wish you would
point out to me the flaws of the
Walther and the sterling virtues of
the S&W that I have missed.

Steve Williams

Kannapolis, N. C.

Your comments on the P-38 and S&W
M39 are well taken, but I find the
S&W easier to handle, easier to con-
ceal, to have an altogether smoother
double action pull, and to be fully as
accurate as the P-38. To me the P-38
is unnecessarily boxy and bulky, and
its grip less well suited for fast work,
I might add that the S&W is unu-
sually more nicely finished and fitted
throughout. I've fired thousands of
rounds in both weapons and have de-
cided the S&W suits me fine—G.N.

The Guns Magazine

e Arms

Anti

O Model Walther PP

During the war, I acquired a
Walther Model PP automatic pistol
manufactured in Zella-Mehlis before
1939. The serial number is PP60321.
The pistol has its magazine release on
the bottom of the grip and came to
me without a magazine. I recently
bought a replacement and fired 50
rounds of .380 ACP through it, but

the new mag is evidently cut for the
type of Walther that has a button re-
lease next to the trigger. The gun is
in excellent, near-new condition
throughout. How much is it worth,
and are there proper magazines for it
around?

Peter Sevetz

Wethersfield, Connecticut

An O Model 380 Walther PP with
butt magazine latch is worth $160-200
in excellent shape when complete
with the original magazine. The cur-
rent magazines have a motch cut for
the thumb-button release and work
okay, but repel collectors. The correct
magazine for your Walther is now
selling for around $25.—S.B.

Harper’s Ferry Musket

I have an old muzzle-loading shot-
gun I would like some information on.
At the stock end of the barrel is “U S
OHIO” and near the hammer is an
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eagle and “HARPERS FERRY 1816.”
Is this gun a collectors item?
Edward LaBar
Glasgow, Missouri

Your “old shotgun™ is mot a shot-
gun. but a military Harpers Ferry
Musket of 1816. which is definitely a
collector’s item. As for its worth it is
hard to say without knowing whether
or not it has been modified or cut
down. It could be either in its original
flintlock ignition state, or converted
to percussion, as many were during
the Civil War. But even in fair shape.
it should bring $90 from a collector. If
in fine or better condition, it would be
worth much more.—R.M.

Savage 1905 Pistol
I have a Savage Automatic Pistol
and would like to know its value and
if there are parts available for it. It is
marked “MANUFACTURED BY
SAVAGE ARMS CO. CAL. .380,
UTICA N.Y. US.A. PAT—NOV. 21,
1905.” It has a long groove cut into
the top of the slide as a sight, an ex-
posed hammer, and is in nearly new
condition.
Mack Moore
Freeport, Texas

Parts for your Savage 1905 .380
auto pistol are available only on the
search-and-cateh-as-catch-can basis.
You might try Numrich Arms or
Christy Gun Works. 875 57th St., Sac-
ramento, Calif. 95819 for wused parts.
Value of a gun like this is never a cut
and dry matter, especially without
actually examining it, In working
order, a Savage like this would bring
around $30. A collector might go
higher.—W.S.

Cooper’s Patent Pepperbox
I have a revolving-barrel pistol
marked “COOPERS PATENT” with
six barrels and an underhammer. It is
in near perfect condition, and is com-
plete with many of the original acces-
sories such as powder flask and shot
bag. When were these made and how
much are they worth?
Louis R. Schmitz
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania

Your “Copper’s Patent” six-barrel
pepperbox was made by J. R. Cooper
of England, who took out several pat-
ents from 1840 on. Most Cooper’s pis-
tols had ring triggers. Collectors will
pay $90 to $115 for an English-made
pepperbox in fine condition.—R.M.
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Loading the 6.5x68 mm Von Hofe
I have a well made European spor-
ter for the 6.5x68S cartridge. I have
killed two deer, one very nicely, the
other too messy to suit me, and would
like some reload suggestions. I have
been unable to purchase ammo other
than the RWS 93 gr. bullet with 4.55
grams of some special German pow-
der that gives a MV of 3937 fps from
a 26 inch barrel. This is okay for var-
mints, but does poorly with deer
shooting through even thin brush or
twigs. I want to use a 120-130 gr. or
so bullet in RCBS dies.
L. C. Smith
Corpus Christi, Texas

I have no specific loading data tested
for the 6.5068 mm Von Hofe car-
tridge. I would suggest that you ob-
tain a “Powley Computer” from Mar-
ion Powley, 17623 Winslow Rd.,
Cleveland, Ohio, and use it to develop
some basic loads. The Computer en-
ables one to take the case capacity in
grains of water, combined with bullet
weight. and compute basic loads in
the 50,000 psi range. Utilizing 130 or
140 grain bullets, the 6.5x68 mm
should outperform the 264 Winches-
ter by a modest margin. However, the
6.5 burns a lot of powder—G.N.

New Navy Model Colt

Recently I came onto an odd-ball
Colt revolver with many features dif-
ferent from those in the catalogs. The
markings are “COLT.D.A.41"” and
“COLTS PT F.A. MFG. CO. HART-
FORD CT. U.S.A. PATENED AUG.
5H, 1884 NOVEMBER 6TH 1888."
No other Colt grips would fit this one.
There are no notches in the cylinder
and no cam to lock the cylinder. The
cylinder is turned by an odd hand
that binds in its notch, aligning the
cylinder for firing and stopping it
tightly. The only serial number is
#582 and it is in almost brand new
shape.

Herb Snapp Jr.

Grottoes, Virginia

The revolver you describe is what
Colt called the New Navy Revolver
(sometimes New Army or New Ma-
rine Corps) that was introduced in
the summer of 1889 and adopted by
the U.S. Navy the same year. The
original issue had mo “bolt” or bolt
cuts on the outside of the cylinder
until 1892 when a double bolt was
added. Your Colt is a model that is
quite scarce and knowledgeable col-
lectors would pay S$150-175 for a
specimen in fine condition.—S.B.

There is one variable designed
especially for big game hunting.

It's the Weaver V4.5.

From fast snap shots at running game to big game hunting in open
country, the ultra-compact 1.5x to 4.5x Weaver V4.5 quickly adapts
to the type of shooting you do. It's the most useful variable ever
designed for short to medium range shooting. Completely shock-
proof and weatherproof for unexcelled dependability. If your game
and terrain vary, get the scope that offers the last word in accu-

rate, versatile sighting: The Weaver V4.5, $55.

O
DD

100% manen-america avaury MV EAVIE]

@®W. R. Weaver Co.

CHOICE OF RETICLES

Choose from four reticles: Crosshair,
Post and Crosshair, Range-Finder, and
new Dual X—all at no extra charge.

FOR FREE CATALOG WRITE: W. R. WEAVER CO. / DEPT. 43 /EL PASO, TEXAS 79815
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OUR MAN IN

By CARL WOLFF

VOICELESS DOUBLE-TALK

If you ship, receive, or carry fire=-
arms across State lines, you can Consti-
tutionally be convicted of violating
federal law based only on the facts that
yvou have been indicted (not convicted)
for violating a law, then move a firearm
across a State line. Even if the first
indictment is later dropped or thrown
out by the Court, the federal conviction
will stand. Then as a law violator, you
permanently lose the right to carry or
ship a gun across State lines.

This is the result of the Supreme Court
of the United States having refused a
"Petition for a Writ of Certiorari,”
on behalf of Robert Bolivar DePugh. The
petition for the Court to review a lower
Court decision was rejected October 14,
1968. The obvious question answered by
this rejection was that the federal gov-
ernment has the Constitutional right to
make illegal, actions taken by a person
under indictment that would otherwise
be legal for a person not under indict-
ment. Put another way, don't move a fire-
arm across state lines while you are
under indiectment of any charge that
could result in a maximum sentence of
one year.

The County of Jackson, Missouri, on
the 9th of July, 1965, indicted (not
convicted) Robert B. DePugh, charging
that he did "feloniously have in his
possession and under his control vari-
ous bombs and bomb shells$ against the
peace and dignity of the State."

The law Mr., DePugh was charged with
violating reads: "Every person who has
in his possession or under his control a
bomb or bombshell or who carries or pos-
sesses any explosive substance with in-
tent to use the same unlawfully against

WASHINGTON

id LAy

',.-un-urvm

the person or property of another, is
guilty of a felony, et cetra."

The State indictment did not charge
that Mr. DePugh "intended to use the
same unlawfully against the person or
property of another." The indictment

" was left pending for about fifteen

months as no further State action was
taken.

This indictment was still pending
when the defendant, Mr. DePugh, was al-
leged to have transported a revolver
from Des Moines, Iowa, to Kansas City,
Missouri, between the dates of July 23,
1966 and August 20, 1966« On September
30, 1966, a one-count indictment was
returned against DePugh in the United
States District Court for the Western
District of Missouri, charging that
while under indictment by the State of
Missouri for "unlawfully, wilfully, and
feloniously having in his possession
and under his control various bombs and
bomb shells," he wilfully caused the
transportation of a revolver in inter-
state commerce, in violation of the Fed-
eral Firearms Act. On January 27, 1967,
the District Court denied a motion on
behalf of Mr. DePugh to dismiss the in-
dictment. Rejected was his claim that
the underlying state indictment
(against which a motion to dismiss was
pending) was invalid and that the fed-
eral statute was unconstitutional.

On January 31, 1967, Mr. DePugh en-
tered a plea of "nolo contender" (a plea
not contesting the charge but not admit-
ting guilt) to the federal charge and
was sentenced to imprisonment for one
vears.

At the time of sentencing in this
case, government counsel advised the
federal trial (Continued on next page)
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court that if the case had gone to
trial it would have been proven that
on July 23, 1966, DePugh purchased
eight revolvers in Des Moines, Iowa,
and that on August 20, 1966, he was
arrested in possession of certain of
these weapons in Missouri.

On March 9, 1967, about a month
after the imposition of sentence and
notice of appeal, the Circuit Court of
Jackson County, Missouri, sustained
DePugh’s motion to dismiss the state
indictment and quashed that in-
dictment on the grounds that it did
“not contain an essential element of
the statutory offense: (intent to use
the bombs, ete., unlawfully against
the person or property of another).”

On an appeal of the federal convie-
tion, DePugh’s attorneys charged that
the throwing out of the state charges
did invalidate the Federal charges.
The appeal Court held that Congress
could reasonably conclude that when
persons are under indictment for a
serious crime, the potential of their
misuse of firearms is great enough
to warrant barring their carrying of
firearms in interstate commerce.

DePugh's attorney charged that, “It
could well have been that the state’s
inactivity was by reason of its knowl-
edge of some of the federal charges
as it is not uncommon for state
charges to be sometimes dropped
when the same defendant has been
convicted or sentenced under a fed-
eral charge.”

The question of DePugh's convie-
tion came to the Supreme Court on
June 7, 1968. The Court was asked

to rule on four constitutional ques-
tions: (1) Whether in forbidding the
transportation across state lines of
firearms by persons under indictment,
constitutes an infringement of the
right to keep and bear arms in viola-
tion of the Second Amendment; (2)
Whether the conviction constitutes a
discrimination against persons under
indictment, and a prejudgment of
guilt, all in violation of the Fifth and
Sixth Amendments: (3) Whether law
is properly construed as applying to
a state indictment which is “fatally
defective” and “not susceptible of
amendment” under state law, and
which is probably not in compliance
with minimum due process standards;
and (4) If the answer to Question 3
was “yes” whether the law is arbi-
trary and unreasonable and therefore
presents a deprivation of property
without due process of law, in im-
posing discriminatory sanctions
against a person held to answer a void
indictment.

The petition of DePugh was refused
by the Supreme Court without com-
ment as are all such refusals. This
leaves the decision of the lower
Courts standing. Like most actions by
the Supreme Court, it poses more
questions than it answers.

The question everyone should now
consider relates to firearm ownership
and gun registration. Under the prin-

ciples of constitutional law laid down |

by this case, state and federal laws.
if enacted, providing for the confisca-

tion of firearms of anyone in-

dicted may be constitutional!

Is the Traditional “CLASSIC” your Preference?

FAJEN’S Have It! .
. And S:ng!e Shots |

Distributed on West Coast by GUNSTOCK SALES, INC.
5705 Telegraph Ave., Dakland, Calif. 94609

. For Bolt Actions

REINHART FAJEN INC. Box338 G, Warsaw, Missouri 65355

Write for free details
on any particular gun.
Send £1.00 for complete
Gl-page catalog No. 69,

'vvvvvvvvvvvv

’
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Seguin, Texas 78155
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PRECISIONEERED"

UNIFLOW

POWDER
MEASURE

NOW! ANYONE CAN
THROW ACCURATE
CHARGES TIME AFTER
TIME AFTER TIME!

With this tool you don’t have to be an
expert to throw consistentiy accurate,
uniform, volume powder charges! RCBS
Precisioneered measuring cylinder uni-
formly pours powder into case, eliminat-
ing hazards of ‘“overloads” caused by
clogging when charges are dumped. Ad-
justs quickly and simply from one charge
to another. Mounts easily on press or
bench. Powder level visible at all times.
Also available with small measuring cyl-
inder for bench rest and pistol shooters:

complete with stand $2250

plate, large or small
With both measuring cylinders. $27.90

cylinder.

RCBS CASE LUBE KIT

Everything you need for proper case
lubrication! Consists of Case Lube Pad,
2 ounce stand-up plastic tube of RCBS
Resizing Lubricant and RCBS Case Neck
Brush Handle with .22 and .30 caliber
Brushes. Regular $4.60 Value. Additional
Brushes available in 6mm/ 25,270 35 and

45 calibers . . . only 30¢ each.
$420

WRITE FOR FREE CATALCG
Buy from your gun dealer and be sure!




ACH YEAR. Winchester-Western
spends a goodly sum of money to
compile and publish a “Hunting Com-
pendium For The United States.” It's
prepared in regional form and the
copy we have at hand breaks the
areas down: Mid-America;: North-
cast; South; and West. Well-known
outdoor writers intimately familiar
with each area render a report on
the outlook for each major game
species. They don’t pull their state-
ments out of the air, but base them
on considerable research, Their neces-
sarily brief reports can be of great
assistance when you are planning that
“Hunt of The Year.”
In addition, each state is covered
separately; and complete information

HANDLOADING

BENCH

By MAJ. GEO. C. NONTE

a few loading blocks—but that’s about
it.

However, there is a low-cost power
tool I'd sure hate to have to do with-
out. Used primarily for maintenance
and repair on loading equipment and
dies, it makes odious chores easy and
can enable you to salvage otherwise
ruined items. I use the heavy-duty
Dremel, (Dremel Mfg. Co., Box 518,
Racine, Wisconsin) Moto-Tool hand
grinder hundreds of times in a twelve-
month. Its 22,000 plus r.p.m. makes
polishing dies with Gritcloth a breeze.
readily removing burrs or imbedded
grit. Fitted with a brass or bristle
brush, it cleans out holes and recesses
in dies and tools—and with a steel
brush it will quickly remove rust in

s im

o

Just four of the many operations possible with the Dremel Moto-Tool.

is given on seasons, bag limits, license
fees, special requirements, gun limita-
tion, ete. You couldn’t ask for a more
complete compilation of hunting in-
formation between a single set of
covers. Also included is good dope on
W-W shooting films, W-W World-
Wide Safaris, and wvarious shooting
promotion activities. Best of all, you
can get this Compendium by simply
mailing two-bits (.25¢) to Winchester
News Bureau, 460 Park Avenue, New
York, New York 10022. And, if you
need a batch of them, like for club
use, special bulk prices are available.
We realize that by the time you read
this, the seasons will be all but gone
—but, keep the Compendium in mind
for Sept. or Oct. of next year,
. L] L ]

ONE DOESN'T ordinarily associate
power tools with handloading. Of
course, there are the expensive
power-operated loading tools none of
us can afford, and there’s usually a
portable electric drill we might use to
drill press mounting holes or make up

die-hole threads. Using it with an
abrasive cloth-wrapped dowel, vou
can even true up pivot-pin holes in a
badly-worn press, so that new oversize
pins will restore its accuracy and use-
fulness. Shell holders and primer
punch bushings get burred, bent. or
accidentally crushed. Have you ever
spoiled a soft shell holder by ramming
it too hard against a die? A thin cut-
off disc in the Moto-Tool can be used
to clean up and enlarge the slot for the
case rim. You can even use it to re-
work an old holder for another caliber.
I've done that many times when
working with an odd-ball cartridge
for which the holder wasn’t at hand.
One of these little tools at your bench
will also be quite handy for much of
your gun tinkering. A note to Dremel
will get you all the details.

L] L] L]

FOR ABOUT a year now, we've been
using the Speer 125 grain Soft Point 9
mm (.355" dia.) bullet in several 9 mm
calibers, extensively in .38 Colt Super

Automatic, and to some extent in .38
Special and .357 Magnum. As orig-
inally introduced, the bullet had a
very slightly tapered bearing surface
and was uncannelured. Now it's been
changed. A smooth cannelure has
been added, placed correctly for the
9 mm Parabellum (Luger) cartridge.
The cannelure is quite shallow, taper-
ing in depth from rear to front. It
allows for only a slight erimp, but
that’s all that is ever required for the
various 9 mms. Actually, a crimp is
seldom used because most 9 mms
headspace on the case mouth, but it's
nice to be able to if you want, Con-
tinuing the fine accuracy and expan-
sion characteristics of the earlier form,
this bullet is giving us excellent re-
sults in several 9 mm cartridges.

Excellent loads in 9 mm Parabellum
have been developed by Speer for this
bullet. Our favorite is 6.0 grains
Unique, producing 1139 fps from the
S&W M39 4” barrel. Virtually iden-
tical velocity is produced by 5.0 grains
Red Dot: 4.8 grains Bullseve: 6.6
grains HS-6; 109 grains H-110; 7.4
grains AL-5; and 7.0 grains Herco.
These are Speer's top recommended
loads and should be approached from
below.

The same bullet is now offered in
.357” diameter for .38 Special and .357
Magnum use. The cannelure is ser-
rated and located farther forward—to
produce correct length when crimped
in the .357 Maggie case. We don’t
have specific, well-tested loading data
—but it looks like 9.0 grains of
Unique will produce very close to
1600 fps from 6 and longer .357 Mag-
num barrels.

Both of these new Speer bullets are
at your favorite gun shop now, at
$3.75 per hundred.

L] L] L]

WHEN YOU READ THIS—written
in the midst of numerous opening
days, sharp frosts, and first snows—it
will be time to think about spring
shooting. The fall hunts will have
faded to fond memory and most of the
elk and venison will have evaporated
from the freezer, and nobody will
want to hear those same hunting
stories, ever again. Get something
new going. Varmints are the Spring
Thing, and there are at least some
species you can hunt in virtually al-
most any place you might live,
Chucks in the East and Midwest, with
foxes and gophers in the latter as well;
prairie dogs and coyotes in the South-
west and plains country; rock chucks
westward; cats here and there:; and
the ubiquitous crow almost every-
where.

If you've varmints,

not hunted
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vou've missed a Hell of a lot of fun
and the most challenging gun game
of all. It takes the best of marksman-
ship, guns, sights, and—most of all—
ammunition. There is where the
handloader shines. The handloading
varmint afficionado can fire hundreds
of his own carefully-assembled loads
at game each yvear. Compare that with
the big game hunter who has an op-
portunity to use only three or four
rounds for serious purposes. Loads
that will stay on a dinner plate at 100
vards will take venison regularly. but
won’t even ruffle the neckhair of a
wily sod poodle. If you think your
handloads are pretty good, just be-
cause they knock down a buck once
a year, you may be in for a shock the
first time you try them on minute,
varmint-type targets.

Loading for varmints requires the
utmost in care and attention to detail
—from selection of bullet and powder
right on through wiping and boxing
the completed cartridges; The world’s
finest components and rifles are avail-
able to you. Try matching them all
together for some of the finest and
most exacting shooting to be had. As
the season rolls along, well try to
cover some of the more important
aspects of varmint load assembly in
these pages.

L ] L] L ]

THERE AREN'T MANY pistols
around chambered for the long-obso-
lete and now unavailable 9 mm Mau-
ser cartridge—just enough Broom-
Handle ‘96 Mausers that we occasion-
ally get a plaintive call for help. This
cartridge enjoyed only a short produc-
tion life as DWM #487. beginning in
1908. Production of the “Export
Model” Mauser chambered for it
ended in 1914, but the cartridge was
revived in the '30s, when the Neu-
hausen and Steyr-Solothurn S1-100
submachine guns were chambered for
it. It drives a 123-128 grain bullet at
1362 fps (DWM 1934 catalog), making
it considerably superior to the 9 mm
Parabellum (Luger) and. to a lesser
degree, the .38 Colt Super Automatic.
It is, in fact. the most powerful auto
pistol cartridge ever to achieve com-
mercial production in significant quan-
tity.

The case is virtually identical to the
O mm Parabellum except for length,
which is .9787-.984". Head diameter
runs .3877-.394”. The 9 mm Para-
bellum cartridge will enter the cham-
ber, but unless held solidly by the
extractor, will create a condition of
greatly excessive headspace. As a re-
sult it will either not fire, or will be
deformed or ruptured in firing. Moral:
Don’t use any other 9 mm round in a
9 mm Mauser. This doesn’t apply to
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the “Red-9" Mausers of W.W. I, ac-
tually chambered for the 9 mm Para-
bellum.

If your particular pistol will feed
.38 Colt Super cartridges, and the bolt
will close fully on them (some Mau-
sers won't), that eartridge can be used
in an emergency. The .38 semi-rim
solves the headspace problem, even
though the case is about .075"” short.
Pressures will be somewhat higher
than they should, due to forcing that
.357” bullet through a .355" barrel.
However, I know of no guns being
damaged by such use. I don’t con-
sider this good practice, but it can be
done if the urgency warrants.

he 9 mm Mauser ammunition is

easily assembled by any competent
handloader. The simplest way to get
cases is to expand the necks of 7.63
mm (.30) Mauser brass to 9 mm
diameter. Then, load, using .38 Colt
Super Auto data, and the job is done.
If you are in a hurry and don’t mind
the cost, just fire standard .30 Mauser
ammunition in the gun, making cer-
tain each round is held in the extrac-
tor. The cases will expand to fit the
9 mm chamber and can then be re-
loaded in normal fashion. Old cases,
or those of poor brass, will some-
times split at the mouth when so fired,
but I'v never encountered any prob-
lems with those of recent domestic
manufacture.

Alternative solutions require more
work, Take .38 Special or .357 Mag-
num cases and trim to length. Next,
lathe-turn off the rim and reproduce
the rimless Mauser head. Then load.
Or, shorten and expand the mouth of
222, 221, or .223 Remington cases,
then reduce the neck wall thickness
until the assembled round will cham-
ber freely.

Cases made by these two methods '

will be about .010” undersize at the
head, but will expand without split-
ting to fill the chamber if the brass
is of good quality.

Any .38 Super load may be used,
but will produce slightly less than
claimed velocity. The original DWM
load can be closely matched by the
Speer 125 grain soft point 9 mm bullet
and 8.0 grains of Hercules Unique
powder. This will produce about 1350
fps—rather potent performance. Dies
can be had from RCBS on special
order and the 9 mm Parabellum shell
holder works fine. When all is con-
sidered, there’s no reason you can't
shoot a 9 mm Mauser M1896 Export
Model. Make up loads as above. If
yvou're just naturally lazy, George
Spence. Steel, Mo., will furnish either
formed cases or custom-
loaded ammunition.
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T HAS BEEN more than a year

now since we discarded the old big-
bore rifle targets known as A and B.
The first one of these we have been
firing on for the past half-century. It
is for 200 and 300 yards. Target B is
for 500 and 600 yards. We have a
third, this is target C. It is for 800, 900
and 1.000 yards. It is still retained.

Our target situation has been a
mess for a long time. We evolved
some targets before the turn of the
century and have always shot on
them both for qualification and

matches. But these targets are so pe-
culiarly ours that we can’t get anyone

Old “B” target now replaced by M-R.

beyond these shores to have anything
to do with them. The world beyond
our borders shoots on the Interna-
tional target. There is one for the rifle
and another for the pistol. Except for
a little handful of International
marksmen like Gary Anderson, Lones
Wigger and Don Hamilton, scarcely
any American shooters know any-
thing much about the Int’l mark.

The old A and B targets have got-
ten so easy that possible scores have
become commonplace. The perfect
total is 250. There used to be a “250”
club among the hotrocks and it was
thought really something to get into
this charmed circle. Here of late the
club has gone by the board because it
had too many members! Someone in
every shoot of any consequence al-
ways run out a perfect 250 total.

What with better shooting irons,
improved ammo, sharpened up prac-
tice and coaching, it became more and
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| POINT BLANK

By COL. CHARLES ASKINS

more obvious that the old targets had
to be junked. The National Board for
the Promotion of Rifle Practice to-
gether with the National Rifle Asso-
ciation, acted on the recommendation
of the Army that: the old targets A
and B be replaced, that those still in
stock be relegated to the use of re-
cruit firers, and that these no longer
be used for any kind of match compe-
tition. This was agreed to by all con-
cerned and new targets have been
approved.

The new target for 200 and 300
vards is dubbed Target Rifle Compe-
tition Short Range—called S-R for
short—and has a 10 ring. Where old
target A had a bullseye which scored
only 5, the new mark has a bullseye
which scores 10. Within it is an X-
ring, This is to settle ties. The 10-ring
measures 7 inches in diameter, The
older target measured 12 inches
across the bull, Within the black on
the new S-R target is also the 9 ring.
It measures 13 inches in diameter.

Replacing old target B is the new
one, designated Target Rifle Competi-
tion Mid-Range—M-R for short—and
like its twin it has a 10-ring. This
measures 12 inches with an X-ring of
6 inches. Both the 9 and 8 rings are in
the black. The 9 has a diameter of 18
inches and the 8 measures 24 inches.
On the old B target the bullseye
counted 5 and measured 20 inches.
Within it was a V-ring which had a
diameter of 12 inches.

The course of fire for the national
match course remains 50 shots. This
used to total 250 if a perfect score was
tallied. Now those 50 shots will gain
vou a 500 for a perfect total, because,
as you will appreciate, the inner ring
now scores 10 points for a hit where
before this was only worth 5 points.

These changes have upset the rec-
ord score situation, Now you may be
sure the perfect totals that will be
hung up will be few indeed. It puts
the situation with regard to new na-
tional records up in the air, The old
records will be continued on the
books but all the hotrock marksmen
are out to hang up new marks on the
new targets and under the new scor-

ing system. What will happen is that
the record book will, in effect, carry
both the old score and the new ones
as these are hung up. It ought to be
pretty confusing for quite a while.
But the shift to the new targets was
long overdue and will be a benefit to
the shooting game.

The telephone company out in the
open country loses so many insulators
to those marksmen who like to see
the glass fly that in my part of the
country they have put up a planitive
admonition, “Sportsmen, please don’t
shoot the insulators.”” Maybe it ap-
peals to some. Over in Louisiana, the
Olin Corporation owns large tracts of
timberlands and thinking to win the
good will of the local sportsmen put
up a series of signs which invited the
hunter to come in and shoot. “Ah,
there ain’t no shootin’ in them piney
woods,” a native jeered. “If there was
they wouldn’t invite us in.” It's pretty
hard to win some times.

This is the season of the year when
the sportsman tooling down the
back roads in search of a likely hunt-
ing spot is confronted with what some-
times may seem like an endless num-
ber of “No Hunting” signs. This can
be pretty frustrating but if you will
just search long enough you may get,
as I do, a little humor out of the situ-
ation,

The other day I found one that
read, “You Dam Dudes Keep Out!”
Just before reaching this one I had
driven through a sizeable pueblo
where, in the very middle of town on
the main stem which ran therein, was
this one, “This is God's Country Don’t
Go Through it Like Hell!” I liked
that!

Once, shooting along the North
Carolina-Virginia line, below Norfolk
a piece, I broke into a pasture filled
with a dairy herd. Every last cow was
wearing a bright orange blanket of
canvas. Stenciled on each blanket was
the word, “Cow.” This farmer had
lost three of his valuable animals and
these had been shot even though all
bore the bright orange garb with its
lettering. Blaze orange vests are now
becoming mandatory in many states
and one I saw the other day may
catch on. Lettered across the broad
shoulders of the wearer was the word
“Man.” I hope he doesn’t fare like
those Virginia cows!

Scrambling on the shale and along
the glaciers of a tallish mountain on
the Alaska-Yukon boundary one day
I finally heaved myself up to the very
top of the peak. It was a quest for
Dall sheep and this always involves a
lot of mountaineering. There firmly
implanted in a rock cairn was an iron
enameled sign reading, “Brooklyn
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3642 miles.” I suspect some ancient
joker from the old Geodetic Survey.
One time I was south and east of
Fort Portal, in Uganda. In the foot-
hills of the Mountains of the Moon.
There I bumped into some English-
man's humor. I found a wvenerable
shingle beside a mountain trail which
read, “Stanley Passed Here." During
the time of the great depression of the
early 1930s the government
whumped up a make-work program
called the WPA, Sometime after the
WPA came into being I was stalking
elk in northern New Mexico and ran
into a board tacked to a barbwire
gate. It read, “Don’t Shoot Until it
Moves, it May be a WPA Worker.”

A fellow with a sense of humor
made a cut-out of a deer from
sheet-iron and planted his buck sil-
houette at a bend in the road hours
before daylight on the opening day of
the deer season. By sundown there
were 62 bullet holes in the metallic
target. It is against the law to shoot
from a public road and a further vio-
lation to fire from a vehicle on game.
If he'd draped his cut-out with a can-
vas blanket and inscribed the word
“Cow"” in big letters on the sides he
might have trapped even more hunt-
ers. Signs, whether funny or serious,
are oftimes the exasperated expres-
sion of countless landowners who,
imposed upon in the past, are deter-
mined to put a stop to the thoughtless
minorities who make it tough for the
rest of us.

e o o

Now that some of the heat has been
taken off the M-16 rifle as a result of
chromium lining barrel and chamber,
it may be appropriate to speculate on
what the next service rifle will look
like. There is a committee in the
Army weapons command that is right
now working on the specs for a new
model. Two or three years ago it
looked like the weapon referred to as
the SPIW would be it. This was a
revolutionary number and was de-
signed to poop out darts in clusters
and in salvos. Each little dart or flech-
ette weighed only eight grains. Some-
where along the line the SPIW struck
a snag and has apparently been
shelved. On the west coast an experi-
mental laboratory came along with a
miniaturized rocket and rifle to fire it.
Calibers ranged from .30 cal. up to 20
mm. Tests showed the projectiles
were not acceptable because of ex-
tremely poor accuracy. The pony-size
rocket had a lot going for it because it
eliminated the cartridge casing. The
propellant and the primer were con-
tained in the rocket base.

The new rifle, you may be sure,
will not have a bore over .22 caliber,
won't weigh over 6 pounds, and will
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not be over 36 inches overall. Since
the turn of the century we've con-
stantly reduced the caliber of the
service rifle, its weight, and its length.
You can just bet the newcomer won’t
be any bigger. any heavier or any
more lengthy than the current M-16.
It will, if the trend is followed., be
even lighter than the M-16, and it
may be a .17 caliber or may be as
small as a .14 caliber. These lilliputs
with bullets of 17 to 27 grains are suf-
ficiently lethal at close range to kill
an enemy. The trend has continually
been to smaller and smaller bores and
we have not yet reached the mille-
nium. There are those facetious mem-
bers who contend that the day is not
(Continued on page 68)
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HOW “CHARLIE” GOES ABOUT
RAISING HELL, ROOFS WITH ROCKETS

Viet

HE DARK, olive drab gun boat, its propellers churning the muddy waters of a narrow

By JOHN ENNIS

Mekong Delta canal, chugged slowly through the mangrove swamp. On either side of
the vessel the sound of gunfire could be heard as members of the 2nd brigade, 9th Infantry
pursued the Viet Cong through knee deep mud. Overhead, camouflaged Air Force jets
screamed earthward, dropping their cargo of death a few feet above the green tree tops.

“Stay alert down there,” a Chief Boatswain velled through the window of the pilot house.
“They’re driving Charlie out of the swamp onto the canal banks.”

Sweat-drenched crew members manning a 40 mm gun on the bow of the miniature battle-
ship stared into the dense jungle as the 60 foot Monitor approached a bend in the narrow
walerway.

“Rockets, Incoming!™ screamed a young seaman as a loud whoosh ending in an earth shat-
tering explosion drowned out the sound of his voice.

“The Chief’s dead, two more are wounded,” a blackened, burned face yelled through the
window of the flaming pilot house as crew members dashed to the aid of their comrades.

Opposite Page: Viet Cong 122 mm Rocket, shown next to Gl, and RPG-2 rocket launcher which is less
sophistcated than the RPG-7. Above: Markings on Chinese rocket head, copy of Soviet RPG-2 rocket. .
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Rockets

[
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Viet Cong

The enemy rocket had struck the pilot house below the
front window then burned through several inches of armor
plating before exploding an inch from the chief’s face.

That evening, while American 105 howitzer shells ex-
ploded less than 100 yards from another boat, a Navy Lt.
who had been fighting the V.C. for seven months talked to
a GuNs magazine reporter who was moonlighting as a .30
cal. machine gunner.

“First it was the recoilless rifle teams that tore up these
boats. now it’s rockets. Charlie used to fire at the hull,
which is protected by bar armor. The shell would explode
outside the boat and scare the hell out of you but it
wouldn’t kill you. Now he’s found the secret. The pilot
house on these old boats don’t have bar armor and all it
takes to wipe out part of the crew is a Heat projectile.
We're all scared to death of rockets.”

The officer had good reason to be apprehensive. A
classified report issued to a select handful of Naval offi-
cers by the Pentagon reveals that eighty per cent of the
men fighting with the Mobile Riverine Force may be killed
or wounded this year. Viet Cong rockets account for many
of the fatalities not only in the Delta and Rung Sat Special
Zone. but also in 1 Corps where the Marines are.

“The rocket is one weapon we have no eflective way of
combating.” Marine Sgt. Jim Rolland said while sitting in
a bunker during a recent attack on the huge Da Nang air
base. and his comment underlines a very important differ-
ence in U.S. and V.C. battle tactics. The United States
fights primarily from fixed bases. Our main heavy fire
weapons such as the 105 howitzers weigh at least 5.000
pounds and have a very slow rate of fire. The V.C. rely
on hit-and-run operations using mortars and rockets. Their
pride and joy, the Russian RPG-7, can fire six 80 mm
rounds a minute. The effective range for the RPG-7 is
much shorter than the 105, about 285 meters vs. 11,535,
but by the time the American gun crews can train in on the
l_)ri;_'iml[ position of the V.C. rocket team, the enemy can
move and fire from at least three different positions be-

Left: The RPG-7 weighs 15 lbs, and has a range of
285 meters. Above: The RPG-7 rocket, broken down
into components which are easily carried in jungle.
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Marine Private examines captured RPG-7 near Dong Ha in | Corps, RVN area.

Major Viet Cong Rocket Systems
{Data supplied by USMC and U.S. Army)
Name Origin Weight Length Effective Rate of Penetrat'n
of Weapon(inches) Range Fire (rpm) ins. of
(lbs.) (meter) armor
RPG-7/80mm Russia 15 41 285 4-6 1215
RPG-2/40mm Russia/ 63 38 100 4-6
Red China 7
140mm Russia 22 45 10,000 3-4 5
122mm Russia 155 97 11,000 4-5 5
107mm Red China 200 N.A, 5,500 3-4
W/ Tri-pod 5
8Tmm Red China 21 60 183 2-4 5
P-27/120mm Czech. 15 40 100 3-4 7
- 107mm Red China 1500 N.A. 5,500 1-12
multiple rounds
launcher simul, 5

cause the RPG-7 weighs only 15 pounds,

“The RPG-7 is murder against trucks and small Navy
landing craft.” a Marine Gunnery Sgt. said. “And it can
blow the hell out of a patrol that is bunched up. We cap-
tured one several weeks ago and 1 fired it. You press the
firing mechanism and the missile springs from the tube.
Then a rocket motor cuts in and zap. bang, all hell breaks
]Ulﬂ"l'-“

The RPG-7 can penetrate 1214 inches of armor. Its
predecessor, the RPG-2 which fired a 40 mm shell, could
knock a hole in seven inches of armor plate but its effec-
tive range was only 100 meters. Many G.1.’s have a special
reason to r(’mt'mlj('l‘ l]]l‘ [{I)G'z.
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Cpl. John Thompson of Newark. N.J. was caught in a
V.C. rocket attack last year. “Man. they hit us with those
RPG-2’s and before we could figure out what happened
about 30 men were wounded or killed. We called in the
Air Force but by the time they arrived the V.C. had
shagged.” .

One of the tactics used by the V.C. is barrage rocketry.
Three or more rocket teams will fire from one position
then dash to another and another before pulling out of the
area. Several minutes after the allied troops pour out of
their barracks and jump into bunkers the attack is over
and several million dollars worth of aircraft are burning
on the runway,

Barrage rockets in the V.C. arsenal are as varied as the
countries from which they originate. The 140 mm spin
stabilized rocket is almost 45 inches long and can carry a
915 Ib. explosive charge for 10.000 meters. It can be set
to explode on contact or after impact. delivering a lethal
surprise to anyone cleaning up the base.

The 107 mm rocket which the V.C. procure from the
Russians or Red Chinese is a deadly weapon that can pack
a wallop up to five miles and has almost double the fire
power of the American 75 mm Howitzer, which weighs
1270 pounds not including ammunition. The weight of the
107 and one round of ammo is only 200 pounds.

A year ago the enemy’s most dreaded weapon was the
122 mm rocket which is fired from an eight foot launch
tube. Like the 107 mm rocket, it is fin stabilized and can
be set to explode like the 140 mm. But let’s pause here
for a moment and go back to the basic U.S. artillery
weapon in Vietnam, the 105 Howitzer. That gun weighs
almost 5.000 pounds and can only be moved by truck or
helicopter. The Communist 122 mm rocket weighs 101
pounds and has a range of (Continued on page 60)
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By CHARLES ASKINS

rl’]”‘: GENT who iz in the market
for a new shooling iron is pretty
confused these ||al_\ s. There are too
many guns, too many calibers. and too
much advice. He doesnt know what
gun is best for his kind of hunting and
looks for some rule of thumb that will
euide him.

The best thing to do is to stick with
the .30 caliber.

There isn’t a better hore size than
this one, nor a greater range of bullet
velocities, energies. casings. powder
loadings. bullet weights and versatility
than yvou will find in the remarkable
thirty. If I had to make do the rest of
my days with only one caliber 1 would
find it no chore at all to settle on the
A0, It would serve My every purpose:
from the Endicolts of Arctic \laska to
the farthermost reaches of distant An-
j_'|||;1: from the “ij_- Bend of Texas to
the Pamirs of the Hindu Kush.

And =0 it is with the great majority

of shooting men. Regardless of the
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THE REMARRABLE

L 1O
CALIBER

Askins fires Ruger’s Farquharson-type .30-06 single shot.

shooting plans of the recruit hunter, the
thirty offers more. With it he can have
a low-powered rifle, a high-powered
rifle or a sort of medium middle-of-the-
number, He
range. long range. or in between. He
can churn up enough smash to stop

road can shoot short

some of the biggest eritters on this
earth or he can go out and pot badgers,
And along with all this. by judicious
selection he can punch holes in largets
with such uniform regularity as to win
matches. The thirty caliber takes a
backseat to no others in the matter of
precision,

There are several score .30 caliber
cartridges: maybe as many as a hun-
dred. Cartridge casings range from a
length of barely more than 1 inch to 3
from bullet weichts of 30
grains to 275: with powder charges
from a squib of 11 grains of AL-8 to
120 grains of H570: with velocities
commencing at 1500 fps and approach-
ing 5,000 feet per second. The .30 is

inches:

fired in every kind of an action: single
shot, lever, pump repeater, semi-auto
and bolt.

The modern .30 caliber is 78 years
of age. The cartridge was whumped
up by army ordnance in 1890 for the
Krag-Jorgensen rifle. adopted two
years later for military use. The car-
tridge was called the .30 U.S. Army,
later on was dubbed the .30-40 and is
identified by this

commonly \
sobriquetl these davs. In 1894, Win-

maore
chester produced another one, the .30-
30. More thirty-thirty cartridges are
loaded. so they say, than any other
centerfire.

In 1903 the military junked the
Krag rifle and adopted the Springfhield.
Along with the switcheroo the older
.30-40 round was kicked out and a new
one. a rimless number came in. It was
first called the .30°03: in 1906 it was
altered slightly and was then dubbed
the .30°06. For the past three or four
hest seller

decades it has been the
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among centerfire cartridges. The ammo
makers like to contend that the .30-30
outsells the 06 but I haven’t seen any
recent figures.

We have fought a gaggle of major
wars with the .30°06 and now that it is
being cashiered by the military in fa-
vor of a .22 there is a lot of bellyache
registered.

The Speer handloading manual pretty
well sums it up. “No other smokeless
powder cartridge ever designed has
achieved the popularity and the world
wide distribution. both military and in
sporting arms. that the .30°06 has
achieved.” The cartridge is loaded by
every ammo maker on this continent.
and is also put together in England.
Germany. Italy. Belgium and Sweden.
It is unquestionably the most popular
round for reloading by our shooting
fraternity. and besides being turned
out in original form is necked up and
necked down for a miscellany of cali-
bers from .224 to .400.

There are other .30 calibers than the
"06. and some of its distant cousins are
among the sorriest. The .30 covers a
very considerable range of perform-
ance and some of those numbers at the
short end of the horn are poor indeed.
Just because the cartridge has .30 cali-
ber stamped on the head don’t mean it
is a world beater.

If wide useage is any criteria the

300 Sav. 180 gr.

.30-30 nudges the .30°06 for all-around
honors. Loaded with a 170-gr bullet
at 2220 fps muzzle velocity. the energy
at barrel’s end is 1860 ft. Ib. This is a
100-yd deer rifle. Despite its lack of
authority, the thirty-thirty has been
tested on every critter in North Ameri-
ca, and it has killed ‘em all. But it has
also accounted for too many cripples.
The .30 Remington is the rimless ver-
sion: it iz as dead as Senator Dodd’s
chances for president of the NRA.
When the model 8 and 14 Remington
rifles bit the dust so did this cartridge.

The Cousin Jacks have an old fa-
vorite. the .303. It is just as old hat
as the Krag .30-40 and about on a par.
In a commercial loading with 180-gr.
bullet. you get a respectable 2550 fps
MV. This in turn accounts for 2580 ft.
Ib.. of muzzle swoosh. Popular where-
ever the John Bull types hold forth,
the .303 is used on every game critter
from woods bison of the NW Terri-
tories to New Zealand’s thar. Parker
Ackley, the eminent barrel-maker.
lifted the hackles of all the British con-
tingent here lately by intimating that
the SMLE rifle which fires the .303
round was an outdated clunk: he may
have a point there.

Another .30 about as worthwhile as
a boot full of river sand is the .303
Savage. This one isn’t as potent as the
303 British.  (Continued on page 59)
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303 Brit. 180 gr.
308 Win. 180 or.

A line-up of popular .30 caliber cartridges,
including “big brother”—the .300 Wby. Mag.
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PISTOL

By GENE WEST

Rm‘ely does a new offering in the handgun line come
along that creates the interest shown in the Contender
put out by Thompson/Center Arms of Rochester. N.H.
Now. in addition to the calibers they initially chambered
this quality single shot handgun for. they offer it in .45
Long Colt with a 6" barrel. and also with a 10" tube de-
signed to handle not only the .45 round. but 410 shotshells
as well. The 67
nesslike looking gun. Due to the unique single shot, break
action. and also the schnobbel forearm. this 6" version
gives a definite snub-nosed effect and appearance. The
longer barrel tends more to resemble something out of
Buck Rogers, but we'll get to that later,

Initially, the Contender was brought out in .22 LR,
22WMR. .22 Hornet, .22 Rem-Jet, and .38 Special. Then,
almost immediately they also barreled it for the .357 Mag-
num cartridge. Barrel lengths were 834" and 10”, Then
the .256 Winchester Magnum was added to the lineup, and
now the two varieties of the block busting .45 Colt. The
gzun 1 initially received came with three barrels—.22LR.
.22 Hornet, and .357 Magnum. Later a .256 arrived. and
also the 6” .45 barrel. More lately. I received the .15-110
barrel with the choke accessory. The barrels are com-
pletely interchangeable. so if a person should decide to
buy the gun. and then as the family budget permits. buy
additional barrels, he can do so with full confidence that
they will fit and function perfectly.

I had always been impressed by the Contender as it is
an accurate, well made, l’xlll.rntl) beautiful. and versatile
handgun. Truly. it iz quality merchandise in all respects.
In many respects, these two latest nﬂum;z:- are the most
prac tical of the bunch. Whereas the 831" and 10” barrels
in the smaller calibers had tended to he slightly muzzle
heavy. both of these new barrels, and most especially the

A5, have excellent balance. For a gun to stick in either

holster or your hip pocket, this 6” job is by far the
handiest.

The 10” model is a different breed of cat. The actual
barrel measures 61%{;”. The muzzle break, to which the
[ront sight is attached. adds another 1%} ;”, and the choke

variety. to me. is a most striking and busi-
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With more conventional Colt SA Army holstered,
West tests .45 Contender with six-inch barrel.
Schnobbel forearm gives snub-nosed appearance.

device adds another 174" to bring the total to 10”7, In hoth
this barrel and the 6”7 one vou will find rifling, making
them legal for shot shells. This rifling. however, varies in
the two barrels. The 6” one has 12 groove. very shallow,
rifling with the twist to the right. as does a Smith & Wesson.
The Innrrm‘ barrel has shallow rifling. but with only six
grooves, .md with the left-hand twist of a Colt. The muzzle
lnal\f-. which incidentally, does a fine job. has four round
holes. on each side. near the top. and close to the front
sicht. The choke device I found extremely interesting. As
the shot comes thru the barrel, the rifling naturally imparts
a certain amount of twist to it and as a result, donut-shaped
patterns normally occur. In the past. I have done consid-
erable experimenting with shotshells in revolvers and in
all cases, this was one of the major drawbacks I found.

GUNS . FEBRUARY 1952




With the shallow 12 groove rifling in the 6” barrel this
also occured. though not as badly as in sixguns with less
grooves, and with deeper rifling. Also, those guns and
loads tended to give a very open patlern and the shot dis-
persed. even at very close range. To alleviate this prob-
lem, the compensator or choke device has been added to
the .45 barrel designed for the .410 shot shells. Looking at
the end of it. it gives all appearances of having very deep,
sharp rifling. Closer examination, however, shows that
this is not rifling, but rather straight grooves. Starting
from nothing, they taper upward to reach a depth of about
142" at the muzzle. There are six of these ridges. or
grooves, and they most effectively stop the sprayed eflect
of the rifling. constrict the shot, and produce good. tight
patterns. As the inside diameter of the barrel is reduced
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TEST REPORT:

Above: The Contender with .410 barrel and choke
attached. Left: Factory pattern with z=7'2 shot.

by these ridges. .15 Colt ammo most definitely should not
be fired with the choke device attached. The results. could.
and probably would, be disastrous. The choke device is
readily removed or installed with nothing more than a 3”
wrench being needed to screw it on or off.

While many may question the practicality of a single
shot gun. I feel that there is a definite niche in the shooting
world for it. Didn’t most of us cut our shooting teeth on
single shot .22’s? And I well remember that the first shot
gun I used with any amount of regularity was a break
action. 20 gauge single shot—1I killed a lot of pheasants and
jack rabbits with it, too! Also. today there is a renewing
trend in high quality single shot rifles: so why not the
same for hand guns? Really. if a person will concentrate
on their shot, is the fast second one (Continued on page 72)
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P‘EW FIREARMS in the collectors field hold as
much interest, or can hold a veteran collector
is such awe, as a pair of ivory stocked pistols.
Although ivory has been used for decoration and
inlays on firearms since the days of the ancient
Egyptians, the use of solid ivory for pistol stocks
was so costly and difficult to produce that only
the nobles of the 16th and 17th centuries could
afford to own arms stocked in this magnificent
material. | would think that it is the dream of
every collector to sometime in his life own a pair
of ivory stocked pistols. It is doubtful that this
would ever be possible, for the price would stop
many, and the fact is that in over 15 years in the
collectors field, | have seen only seven or eight
pairs of quality ivory stocked pistols offered for
sale.

Pictured here are a few of the finest of pairs.
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Some collectors may never in their lifetime see
pairs such as shown here, so | will go into some
detail on each.

(1). A pair of over-and-under pistols of the 1680
period. Dutch made, the barrels are separate,
each inletted into the solid ivory stocks. Barrels
are superimposed, and turn by pulling the lever
in front of the trigger guard. Both barrels and
lock plates are deeply chiselled. The carved
heads, which form the butts, are a perfect like-
ness of Dutch sailors, even to the earrings. This
pair was fabricated in Mastricht during the reign
of William 11l of the Netherlands and England.
Truly one of the finest pair of carved ivory stocked
over/under flintlock pistols in the world.

(2). A pair of Dutch silver-mounted, full stocked
ivory flintlock pistols, with one of the longest one-
piece ivory stocks found on any pistol. This fa-
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mous pair, 24 inches overall with 17 inch barrels,
shows the ultimate in the making of a long full
stock out of one solid piece of elephant ivory.
Only the Dutch, with their world trade resources,
could have secured prime ivory tusks long enough
for the stocks of these pistols.

(3). From the National Museum, Munchen, a
pair of carved ivory stocked flintlock pistols
signed Leonard Cleuter. The Cleuter family was
one of the great gunsmith clans of Western Eu-
rope in the 17th century. This rare pair was fabri-
cated about 1660. The carving of the stock and
butt is of the finest workmanship, with its gro-
tesque face for the butt, a frog on its top, and the
face repeated three times on the stock. This pair
is the ultimate in ivory stock carving.

(4). Although not fully ivory stocked, using ivory
only for the butts and panels, this pair of arms
is so finely done, and the workmanship of such
excellence, that it is perfectly fitting they be in-
cluded in this group of ivory arms. Made by
Michael Maucher, they show the mating of wood
and ivory in the finest of taste. A maker of only
presentation pistols, Maucher arms, in the opin-
ion of many, were much too beautiful to be used;
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and may only have been for Royal Family armory
exhibition. The carved ivory soldiers head is very
well done, and the Royal Lion on each side of the
head is in high relief. The ivory inserts or panels
show scenes of the royal chase—dogs, wild boar,
deer and even small rabbits. The high raised
carving of the mahogany stocks are in design of
arms and armor.

(5). Jacob Kosser of Mastricht, Holland, fabri-
cated this fine pair of full ivory stock and gold
mounted flintlock pistols. The face on the butt is
the Spirit of Dutch Military Might; the 12"
chiselled barrels are gold plaque inlayed with the
wording, “Ein Grosser Helt.” On each side of the
soldier's helmet, a mythical dragon is done in
high raised carving. The lockplates are engraved
and signed. A wonderful pair of ivory stocked
pistols.

The beauty of ivory stocked pistols can not be
completely told in words. Only by holding them in
one's hands and viewing the wonderful workman-
ship, time, and even love that went into the fabri-
cation can one really understand why artistry in

ivory has come to be the
ultimate for many collectors.
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INCE Senator Robert Kennedy’s assassi-
nation in Los Angeles, San Francisco has
become a laboratory for the study of the two
alternative ways of achieving gun control: 1)
by penalizing the sportsman or home owner
through compulsory gun registration; 2) by
punishing the criminal through mandatory
harsher sentences where guns are used in the
commission of a crime.

The city’s leading exponent of the first ap-
proach is Mayor Joseph L. Alioto (ably
abetted by a number of rising young politi-
cians on the make). Alioto is, in about this
order: a member of an old and prominent San
Francisco family, a wealthy corporation at-
torney, a liberal Democrat, the man who
placed the name of Hubert Humphrey in

nomination at the Democratic Convention,
and one of the two most often mentioned pos-
sibilities for the Democratic nomination for
Governor against Ronald Reagan in 1970.
Mayor Alioto got his anti-gun campaign
off to a comic-opera flying start during the
hysterical days immediately following Sena-
tor Kennedy’s murder by instituting a volun-

tary gun collection drive. Its announced pur-
By DEAN LIPTON

pose was to thin down private gun ownership
in the city, and residents were asked to turn
in their guns to the nearest police station, fire
house, or other designated collection points.
During the period of the drive, lasting for a
month, guns could be turned in on a no-ques-
tions-asked basis. The campaign was sup-
ported and (Continued on page

il Issu€ Judge Won't Block
@E"” 4 Alioto New S.F. Gun Law

i > ‘ sership of guns. ha

ior Court Judge with owne guns.

IEIi"‘Z‘:irnan vester- | taken that field of legislatig
== in- | away from the cities

ludge Eyman's

For reasons known only to themselves, politicians ,
continue their drive to punish sportsmen rather than criminals ’
20
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HE OTHER DAY. while looking over a professional

police magazine, I encountered a full page ad for police
body armor. Depicted was an advertising agency concept
of what a policeman in a riot-sniping, or barricade situa-
tion should look like. Hung on this scared looking model
was the 23 Ib. ceramic armor vest that the ad was featuring,
On the head of the man was a “dinky.” little aluminum
helmet that would have been hard put to stop a BB pellet
in flight. Believe it or not. this is the type of equipment in
the hands of many law enforcement agencies and is indica-
tive of the standards of procurement and forethought being
given to arming policemen against criminal and riot vio-
lence, The 8500 ceramic vest was capable of stopping a 30
calibre AP bullet traveling at 2800 ft. per second. while
the ten dollar miner’s safety helmet afforded only minimal
head and face protection against any type of bullet. shot-
gun pellet, or thrown missile. Daily, T.V. depicts similar,
INCONZTUOuSs. protective armor combinations for those who
want to take note. This is not. necessarily. entirely the
policeman’s fault, or that of his department. but it is
illogical and ridiculous to fail to provide adequate head
protection within the limits of reason and budget, while
at the same time paying hundreds of dollars for body
armor.

Police head protection falls into two categories: those
tvpes designed against conventional mob weapons includ-
ing all tvpes of thrown missiles, and those recently
designed for protection against low and medium velocity
bullets. such as are normally encountered in riot actions.
where firearms are in the hands of eriminals and riot ele-
ments. Low price alone should not dictate law enforcement
procurement of special issue helmets for riot-combat
purposes,

Protective helmets for police of one type or another
are as old as law enforcement itself. Modern police have
available to them numerous types of protective headgear.,
Furthermore. any rigid type helmet that will give some
degree of protection is better than the traditional cloth cap.

Ballistic helmet without suspension
installed fitted over a riot helmet.

However, more departmental attention should be given to
procurement of the correct type of special issue headgear
for riot duty.

RIOT HEADGEAR

Clubs. stones. bricks and bottles thrown from a roof top
or from the mob body can cause serious and sometimes
fatal head injuries. The proper type riot helmets should
protect from thrown missiles, blows. cutting. abrasion and
also minimize possibilities of concussion. In addition to
the crown of the head. a good helmet should protect the
temples, ears, forehead. and nape of the neck. It should
be cool and well ventilated to enable continuous wear in
warm weather, and. at the same time, light enough so that
it can be worn without too much discomfort by men who

5
ot)
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By
COL. REX APPLEGATE

are not used to wearing this type of headgear. A chin
strap that is detachable. or pulls loose under combat condi-
tions when the helmet may be grasped by a rioter. is
desirable. The ideal helmet should also be designed so
that it will stay on the head in combat without having to
be anchored by the chin strap. and should stay in place
even though it may be struck on the rim, or the visor, by a
club or missile. -
The helmet suspension system can be either integral
with the inside lining. or anchored to the outer protective
shell in a sufficient number of places so that it prevents the
helmet from flopping around during sudden head move-
ment. The material of the outer shell should be resistant
to blows and impact from heavy thrown objects. It should

not shatter, dent. or easily permit penetration from sharp
objects. Modern plastic materials of the poly-carbonate
class meet this requirement. Fiber glass. used in many
traffic helmets, is relatively tough in relation to weight. but
is more costly and vulnerable to unsightly dents and abra-
sions. Aluminum is the basic material used in industrial
safety helmets. A new military combat helmet of fiber
glass and plastic materials is now under development. The
design objective is to withstand small firearms and even-
tually replace the World War Il metal type. with liner.
The fiber liner of the current U.S. Army infantry helmet,
available in many surplus stores. provides very limited
riot protection. It was designed for protection against the
elements, nn!_\‘.

A thick resilient helmet lining with a slow rebound
effect. attached to the inside of the outer shell. will give
good protection from concussion and help absorhb blows
and sharp impacts. Generally. a helmet designed so that
the force of the impact can be distributed over a larger
area. and not concentrated. will be a much safer type.
Smooth helmets without rivet heads protruding on the
outside of the shell are superior. because the force of the
blow landing on the rivet head may penetrate the shell and
merge on the other end of the rivet. inside.

Many of the desirable features above are found in auto
and aviation crash helmets. They are also found in the
types issued to traffic and motoreycle police. A great deal
of costly design and research has been undertaken in these
fields, directed toward the concussion and head impact
effect against hard objects as occurs in automobile acci-
dents. ete. The higher initial procurement cost of the good
traffic type police helmet used (Continued on page 72)

Extensive tests showed these Defensor helmets able to withstand many types of blows.
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LTHOUGH IT IS a fact that they

have been around for quite some
time. it seems impossible to definitely
establish exactly who made up the first
of the sub-miniature (under .22 cali-
ber) cartridges or rifles. We do know
that several of these small calibers. at
least as small as .12 or .14 caliber size.
were made up early in this century,
although none of them proved at all
popular.

A number of reasons contributed to
this lack of interest in them. One was
the lack of proper steel, and a method
of working it. that would provide the
needed accuracy for such small bores.
Another was the lack of bullets proper-
ly structured to stand up well and
produce good kills. And during this
time there were no proper powders
available for these small cartridges.
Shooters  didn’t stay interested and
even the experimenters soon gave up.

A great deal of the present success
of the exceedingly interesting .17 cali-
ber started when P. O. Ackley. of Salt
Lake Citv. Utah. introduced his .17
PeeWee. about 1945, This was soon
followed by a number of wildcats made
up on cases from the .17/30 carbine to
the .220 Swift. However. there is no
doubt but that the actual popularity of
the new .17 caliber started when: Vern
O’'Brien of Las Vegas. Nevada. made
up his version. using the .221 Reming-
ton Fireball case: A & M of Prescott.
Arizona. using the .222 case: and P, O.
Ackley brought out his .222 Magnum
case, This took place just three or four
yvears ago.

The .222 case head size, with its
various powder capacities and small
size primers made especially for these
cases. proved to be nearly ideal for the
caliber size, Experiments in the use of
larger case capacities. such as the .225
Winchester and the .22-250 Remington,
resulted in very little gain in velocity.
but produced more pressure and short-
er barrel life.

The use of a caliber smaller than the
popular and well established .224s can
only he justified if it does a particular
job as well or better. Shooting a small-
er caliber at tin cans or targets proves
nothing and can get rather monoto-
nous. In order to put the light bullets
of the .17 caliber (from 20 to 26
grains) into a useful varmint killing
category, with a reasonable killing
range also included. it is necessary to
have a considerably higher velocity
than most of the .222s. This is easy to
do with such a light bullet. The result-
ing recoil and “kick™ is practically
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nothing and this, together with the low
report or noise level. makes the caliber
a pleasant one to use.

These higher velocities put the gun
and bullet makers back into a field of
some problems hard to remedy. How-
ever. shooters. experimenters, barrel
makers and bullet makers usually ex-
pect such trobules and work together
to eliminate them. In the past three or
four years a great deal has been done
along this line as regards the .17 cali-
ber. Several of the better known barrel
makers. such as P. 0. Acklev. A&M
and Shilen. are very much aware of
the problems encountered in making
these small barrels and have found a
remedy for them. It is a real art to
drill the tiny .108 hole through a hard
steel barrel blank 20 to 24 inches long
and keep it straight. And to cut the
rifling properly takes rifling buttons of
the finest type. cut very true. Even
after reaming the bore and button
rifling it to .172 groove diameter, it is
still not smooth enough to prevent met-
al fouling unless it is carefully pol-
ished. honed or lapped.

The bullet makers also ran into
troubles in making these small bullets.
Since they will be used at ultra high
velocities they must be structered so
they will hold together well under the
heat. stress and velocity to which they
are subjected, It is interesting to note
that this small caliber hullet rotates at
the fantastic speed of 400.000 revolu-
tions per minute as it leaves the barrel.
Bullets must also be made to function
correctly in order to kill varmints or
predators quickly and surelv. Many of
the early bullets that would stand up to
3000 fps velocity just disintregrated in
these small barrels and would not even
mark a target 25 feet away.

Today we have 15 or so small in-
dependent bullet makers turning out
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H&R Model 317
Wildcat




W' : 1.997
i 34 1.8672 =
1.8072
1.7920 —
1.6109
e R T 7 e e T
14337 ——— |
T —
’- ={ 200
i 01746 |
i ; 1\ £ INCTPI 1S
| [ A ‘ 1
 pur i | \
2 —— e ___i__':__‘__ — | 90° 46° BASIC .3804

7 |

| My

PR i
‘-\“|ﬁ ]

BORE .125 R.  1.001 | ,: L1 - |
6 =330 Datum
[t
A735—| -

Basic .17 cal. chamber (above) and cartridge (below) dimensions. Courtesy, Harrington & Richardson.

e 2.250 —_—
. 1.775 --——————--zﬁ
— . 16303 —————
— 66—
e 1438 ———=—
_ D R o e
23 i

172 | 3554 |
201 | | .330 Datum

[V T ST R
Two average size groups shot by Bowman with the .17.
Rifle used a 600 Rem. action; 3-groove Ackley bbl.

good bullets, They are excellent varmint killers as well as
being very accurate. One of the large independent bullet
companies is now in production of .17 caliber bullets and
two others are giving it serious consideration. One of the
major metal companies. also in the gun and bullet business.
is interested enough in .17 caliber problems to furnish
specially developed metal for bullet jackets for experiments.
Other large gun companies are exploring this interest and
demand. and checking on sales possibility of the .17,

Harrington & Richardson have definitely entered the .17
caliber field with the purchase of Vern O'Brien’s .17 cali-
ber business. They have chosen the .223 case size as their
standard. and have informed me that the first of their .17
caliber production rifles are coming ofl the line right now.
What is needed now to make the .17 caliber a standard
is for one or more of the large ammunition companies to
start producing commercial ammunition. At this time it
is still definitely a handloading operation. although an easy
one with readily available components,

My use of. and work with. the .17 calibers started about
three years ago. P. 0. Ackley had been after me for some
years to try the .17 as we are both exponents of the smaller
caliber sizes and use them a lot. Although 1 knew how
well the small calibers can be made to perform. 1 did feel
that the .17 was a bit of a toy—that its range would he
too short and its killing power too weak. It wasn’t until
I visited my old bullet making friend. Ralph Sisk of Towa
Park, Texas, and learned most of his current bullet pro-
duction was devoted to the .17s, that it became apparent
this little caliber must be darned interesting.

On returning home I wrote Vern O’Brien for information
on the caliber and his rifle. In the return mail I not only
got a letter but also one of his very beautiful, scaled down
rifles in .17 Magnum chambering on a small Sako action.
He had also sent along a set of dies. bullets. cases and other
loading accessories and in his letter he told me to use
them and find out for myself just what the caliber and
rifle was like.

I had already written to several of the .17 caliber bullet
makers and had received bullets in 9 different makes and
from 20 to 26 grains in weight. The result of my first
week’s work with this little rifle made me a very enthusi-
astic advocate of the .17. Tests on the chronograph, the
bench range and on actual (Continued on page 52)
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The 20 Jesson Brothers

By JAMES SERVEN

111" ANKLIN WESSON, younger than Edwin by 17 years,
was born November 8. 1828 at Worcester. He went
down to Hartford in 1848 with Edwin and worked with his
brother in “Wesson’s Rifle Manufactory™ at the corner of
Talcott and Charles streets in that city. Although only 20
years old when he arrived in Hartford. Franklin. or Frank
as he is sometimes called. was already a skilled workman.

After Edwin Wesson’s death early in 1849. listings for
the Wesson Rifle Manufactory, Franklin Wesson and Daniel
B. Wesson appeared thereafter only in the May 1849-May
1650 Hartford City Directory. Franklin soon departed
from 103 Front Street where he had been living. Like
many other :.'lllll!'lill\l'l'h' in the East at that time he became
excited over reports from the Far West which told of rich
zold strikes and the golden opportunities for skilled crafts-
men.

Putting his adventurous urge into action in 1851, Frank-
lin set out for the West. Proceeding north from San Fran-
cisco he arrived at a small settlement called Shasta. advan-
tageously located in gold bearing country a short distance
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Wesson made several derringer models with
rotating barrels, from .22 - .41 cal. r.f;
some were fitted with sliding knife blode.
Top: .44 cal. carbine of Civil War vintage.

east of the famous gold-rush town of Weaverville. Weaver-
ville had a population of 2000 Chinese alone in the 1850s.
Shasta ]:h.\:-fl to be a good location for a gunmaker and
Franklin Wesson was so impressed with the possibilities
that he put up the first brick building in the town. Here
he was apparently kept busy for about six years at the
gunmaking trade. although very little information about
this period in his life has survived.

It is doubtful that any small town could hold Franklin
Wesson for long: he had a lively imagination and creative
ideas that would not be suppressed. When the gold fever
had abated somewhat up there in California’s “Trinity
Alps.” he began thinking of home and friends. He dreamed.
too, of stepping up from a custom gunmaker to the role of
manufacturer and had a design for breech-loading arms
in mind.

In 1858 we find Franklin Wesson back among his family
and New England friends at Worcester. Mass. After re-
turning from California, Franklin visited with his brother
Daniel who had meanwhile started the manufacture of .22

g
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The Wesson Brothers

caliber revolvers over at Springfield with
a partner named Horace Smith. Finding
Daniel already involved in an armsmak-
ing venture, Franklin sought out Nathan
S. Harrington. Franklin’s older brothe
Edwin had married Nancy H. Harring-
ton: the families were close [riends.
With Nathan Harrington. Franklin was
agranted his first patent for a breech-
loading firearm on October 25. 1859.

Washburn’s Industrial Worcester tells
us that Wesson began manufacturing his
first model, a .22 caliber single shol
breech-loading pistol with a tip-up bar-
rel. in the Merrifield building on Ex-
change Street during 1859. The decision
to manufacture this tyvpe of single shot
pistol was a logical one at that time. The
existing Rollin White patent. enjoyed by
Smith & Wesson. was a roadblock to
making revolvers, but the relatively new
.22 caliber metallic rimfire cartridges
had become easily obtainable and small
pocket pistols were in demand.

It was not long before a number of
compelitive single shot .22 breech-load-
ing pistols came on the market, includ-
ing those of Ethan Allen. also a resident
of Worcester. Turning then to a field he
thought would be less crowded. Franklin
Wesson gave attention to the develop-
ment of a breech-loading rifle. By Nov-
ember 11. 1862 he had been granted a
patent that was to serve as the basic
system on which his greatest arms sucess
was built.

This patent actually was an improve-
ment on the original 1859 pistol tip-up
action but was applied to carbines and
rifles. The barrel was hinged to tip up
when released by the trigger located un-
der the frame just ahead of the main
lri;_'f_-’('f'. The gun was soon chambered to
accomodate the 44 rimfire cartridees,
then quite new. as well as the smaller
.22, .32, and .38 caliber rimfire cart-
ridges.

Wesson’s  efforts  were timely—the
War between the States had started and
the Federal and Slate governments were
seeking new and eflicient arms. with at-
tention turned especially toward New
England armsmakers.

Many of the Wesson arms supplied

Typical fine match rifles from the

Franklin Wesson plant, employing a

dropping block action which Wesson
patented in 1877.
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during the war were purchased through
B. Kittredge & Co. of Cincinnati. Some
mystery surrounds the relationship be-
tween Franklin Wesson and Benjamin
Kittredge. but it has been reasonably
established that Kittredge was merely a
general agent for Franklin Wesson’s
breech-loading carbine. The Kittredge
Company was given a government con-
tract on July 1863 for “150 Wesson
carbines. caliber .44 each.” The month
hefore. on June 16. the Ordnance De-
partment had received a letter from Kit-
tredge in which he offered to sell*800
Wesson rifles at $23.

It has been further established that a
quantity of Franklin Wesson’s breech
loading carbines were sold through Kit-
tredge to the states of Kentucky and
Indiana and to various militia compan-
ies in Ohio. Kansas and Missouri.

In 1938 a respected book devoted to
rifles strayed into two questionable
statements about the manufacture of
Franklin Wesson rifles. One was that B.
Kittredge & Co. had manufactured Wes-
son’s early breech-loading carbines, and
the second was that Franklin Wes
moved from Worcester to Springfield in
1865 and operated for a dozen or more
vears in that city.

to manufacture of Wesson car-

by B. Kittredge & Co.. no concrete
evidence has been found that this is true.
From a study of Kittredge’s various
operations, there is no indication that
Kittredge had the desire or the capacity
to undertake the machine work to manu-
facture 800 Wesson carbines, as offered
the government in 1863.

Benjamin Kittredge had moved to
Cincinnati from Chester, New Hamp-
shire, in 1842. He established a gun
store in 1847 on Main Street Cincinnati.
renting premises there for a number of
vears from John Slevin. Later Kittredge
bought the property. In the Centennial
Review of Cincinnati published in 1888,
Kittredge is described as a dealer: in
no instance is there reference to him as
a manufacturer of Wesson rifles. Kit-
tredge & Co. did enjoy a broad field of
retail trade and were agents for many
American, (Continued on page 56)




Above: Ruger Blackhawk with custom myrtlewood grips.
inlaid with Thunderbird; made by Cloyce’s Gun Stocks.

Turquoise and silver grips
made up by Dick Peterson.

H:m(lgnn grips. just like rifle and
shotgun stocks, are designed to fit
the average person. Should you. or your
hand. happen to fall into this category.
vou can probably do quite well with the
arips put oul by our arms factories. However, if you don’t
fit the deseription of the average sized American male. and
especially if your hands happen to be on the large heefy
side, a sel of custom grips could be just what the “Doe”
ordered. Many erips are made today to add a touch of
splendor, beauty. or personality to the otherwise nonde-
script sixgun. A handgun. more than any other gun. is
from my point of view a personal and individual thing.
and the proper selection :.f}_’l'i[r:- for it can :-r-:‘luin[_\ make
it even more that way. Personalized grips can also be ex-
tremely functional, as well as beautiful. They can not only
reflect the personality of their proud owner, but they can
also help him to do a better job of shooling, and as a resull.
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By GENE WEST

Color phete by Earl Etter

make his shooting very much more enjoyable.

My personal four-inch Smith & Wesson 41 is now
sporting a new set of Trooper grips, custom made to fit my
hand, by Cloyce Edwards of Cloyce’s Gun Stocks. Box
1133, Twin Falls. Idaho. Although not as well known as
some of the stock and grip makers, Cloyce is one of the
outstanding artists in this field today. Some time ago, |
sent an outline of my hand to another leading grip maker.
only to have him write back. saying that because of the
small size of my hand he could not fit me with grips for
this gun. The outline was recently sent to Cloyee. and in
very short order. the grips arrived. The fit to the gun is
perfect, and the stocks blend with the metal as well as any
I've ever seen. While they are too large for me to use for
fast. double action shooting. they fit my hand nicely for
single action work. The design is such that the gun nestles
right down in your hand. pointing just as it should—that
is. as an extension of your arm and hand. rather than as



a separate entity. Recoil from a .11 especially in double
action guns. can be fairly substantial, and even objectional
if a great amount of shooling is done. These fine grips from
Cloyce do a very good job of helping control this recoil
and make the gun far more pleasurable to shoot, as it’s
not nearly as abusive to the web of my hand between
thumb and finger. Where they help control the recoil. they
also make it quicker and easier to get back on target for
succeeding shots. All in all. they perform most admirably
and they are as pretty a sel as you could hnpv' to see. Made
from a single block of good walnut. they are fitted with
virtually no break in the grain of the wood. and they almost
appear to be one solid piece of wood. They are heavily
hand checkered, with the checkering across both front and
back, where I really like it. to afford a much firmer grip
with far less slippage on the gun. This checkering is fine.
21 lines to the inch. and of top quality. I can find nothing
but perfection in the quality of material and workmanship
that went into these grips, including the finish work.
Probably the nearest thing to what I call custom grips
on any factory gun are those put on the Contender by
Thompson/Center Arms. They are of a very fine grade of
walnut with an adequate thumb rest to make them sullice
for larget work. '”l:‘_\ have ;mn' ('!Il'l'kl'l'}l]‘i{‘ 16 lines to

=N

.”'“h.\ 1"1':' |

A. Inlaid grips made with material from Bone
Grip Co. B. Herrett's target stocks with a
split pattern. C. Enforcer combat grips by
Caray Sales Co., law enforcement suppliers.

the inch on both sides and on the back as well. I would
prefer it if the front of this grip. which is broad and flat.
were ili.‘in t'}‘it'('kf‘]'f'[i. ”1!\ are [l:|||ll'|| off \\i[h 2 I'&l”lt'l'
luxurious sterling silver plate which covers the base. or
butt. of the one piece grip. For a personal touch. I have
had my name engraved on it. as I'm sure many others have
it].‘ill IIU]H’,
Some of the prettiest. as well as functional. sixgun grips
Dick Peterson of 6
entirely of ster-

1 have ever seen are made by Dr.
La Huerta. Pueblo. Colo. They are made
]in;_-' silver and |1jri|1lr}i.~=r'. and many hours go into fitting
them to an individual gun and hand. Making these grips
is somewhat of a labor of love for Dick and he now sells
them for. I believe. $65.00 a pair. Not a cheap price. but
many hours of work go into their making. and they are
as nice a set of grips as vou could want. He starts with a
sheet of silver and first fits it to the gun. Then he builds
it up with silver and turquoise into the completed grip. fil-
ting the stones to fit vour hand. They are extremely com-
fortable. and do fit the individual hand far better than do
normal grips. For the ultra conservative sixgunner they
would undoubtedly he too loud and garish. but for a person
whose tastes run along this line. they are some really
(Continued on page 61)

special custom grips.
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HOLLYWOOD'S

e HIDDEN ARSENAL

By L. G. NORMAN
Photos by Stan Holden

l) EACE really never comes to the

busy arsenal hidden within Para-
mount Studios in world famous Holly-
wood. This is not a make-believe ar-
senal, as one might expect of a busi-
ness connected with the film capital,
but a privately owned collection of
weapons that may well be the biggest
and most diversified in the world to-
day.

Stembridge Gun Rentals is located

in a Paramount building and inside
its well guarded walls are more than
7,000 rifles, 1200 pistols, and over 200
machine guns. The collection is used
by the motion picture and television
industry to provide firearms for its
films. On Pearl Harbor Day their weap-
ons actually went to war.
Top: Fritz Dickie checks a Thompson at a machine gun safe. Below: James Sidney Stembridge came to
Supply of military weapons grows as movies demand the latest arms. Hollywood as an actor around 1925,
just about the time the first really big
western was being made. Stembridge
detected the studios need for guns in
large quantities and borrowed the
money to buy an assortment of 200
rifles, revolvers, and automatics; thus
founding the Gun Room. The enter-
prize is now operated by his nephew
Ed.

Fritz Dickie, who has worked for the
Stembridges since 1926, shows visit-
ors around the place. Guns of every
description are stashed in bins or
mounted on walls from floor to ceil-
ing. Locked in a safe are automatic
rifles, ranging from Thompson sub-
machine guns to British Stens.

“The use of automatic firearms in
movies is closely regulated so we
have to keep those locked up,” Dickie
explained.

The shop must have a powder per-
mit under the Federal Explosive Act.
a federal (Continued on page 54)

42




This gun shop is home for firearms of
Hollywood’s celluloid heros

Historical movies require
the proper weapon of the
period, and Stembridge is
ready. Shown here are the
match-lock musket, wheel-
lock musket and the seven
barrel flintlock mentioned
in the article. These are
favorites of all visitors.

Below: Submachine guns, Western rigs, and revolvers, ready for “lights, camera, action.”
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GUN OF THE MONTH
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&
WIN THIS

STOEGER ARMS

MANNLICHER
-SCHOENAUER

NOTHING TO BUY,
NO ENTRY FEE!

Simply clip end mail the coupon below and
you will be eligible for the “Gun of the
Month’ —the Steeger Arms Mannlicher-5choen-
auer Rifle. The Monnlicher-Schoenauver is o five
shot bolt action repecter, This model is built on
the famous wvelvet-smooth Mannlicher action
with rotary-drum mogozine, spooned bolt
handle, duc! sefeties and detachable floor
plate. The selected walnut stock is exactingly
hand-fited and checkered. The Mannlicher-
Schoenaver is a fovorite with shooting sports-
men everywhere,

For additicnc! information on the complete
line of Stoeger firearms write: Stoeger Arms [
55 Ruta Ct. [ South Hockensack, N.J.

Sponsored by
GUNS MAGAZINE and

STOEGER ARMS

All you do to enter is fil! in the information on
the coupen below ond attach it to a post-card—
or simply put the information requested on o
plain post-card — and return to GUNS Magazine.
DO NOT MAIL ANY ENTRY IN ENVELOPE.
Your name will be entered for the drawing to be
held on February . The winner of the Mann-
licher-Schoenouer will be notified by mail and
announced in the May, 1969 issue of GUNS mag-
azine. To enter it is not necessary to use the
coupon b A glain post-card conveying the
information requested will be accepted.

CLIP
COUPON

GUNS Magazine
8150 N, Ceniral Park/ Skokie/ lll. /60076

Name
Address

City State Zip
G M FEBRUARY Guns MAGAZINE

. «« MAIL IT TODAY!
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THE RAREST STEVENS?

By KINGSLEY P. KARNOPP

NLY TEN OF THESE rifles

were made, according to O.

M. “Jack” Knode, Vice Presi-
dent at Savage-Stevens-Fox. Thir-
ty vears ago when he first came to
Stevens, the old timers told him
that these ten were outlawed on
the famous Bisley range in Eng-
land, because they were “too ac-
curate.” Jack says to take this one
with several grains of salt, but
nevertheless that was the story
the way he heard it.

A typical turn-of-the-century
half-octagon Stevens barrel, in .22
r.f. caliber is mounted on a typical
heavy British Martini action. The
usual Stevens markings are on the
barrel. The frame is engraved
“Stevens Bisley Model.” {=]




By COL. CHARLES ASKINS

Tlll-: SCATTERGUN with all the razzle-
dazzle these days is the over—under.
As a result of this there are now a
haker’s
models. made here at home. in Europe
Asia. All of them rather costiy
but despite the going figure still quite

(i(}ZI'II ur lull‘I‘t'|~:)\'l'l“]ml'rt‘|

and

popular. Shooters who have never shot
game with this kind of smoothhore are
invariably astonished at
how they hit richt from the first.
The over /under is a favorite of mine,
I have a cabinet full of them. ranging
through all the useable gauges from 20
te 10 magnum. The other day I ran
onto another dandy: the Lames. An

pleasantly

Italian-made 12 gauge. resembling at
least superhically, the Browning. It is
imported by L. A, Distributors, 4 Cen-
ter Market Place, NYC. It sells for a
nickle under three hundred dollars.

The woods these days are fuil of
lialian stacked-barrel shoteuns. There
are Fabbris, Perazzis. Berettas, Fran-
chis and now the Lames. The Italians
bid fair to corner the over-under mar-
ket with the high quality of their
current offering.

The Lames—prounced *“Lah-mess”
—is made by the Italian firm. Lames-
Faverzani-Chivari Company. The gun

16

1

r

Askins pattern-tested the Lames at 25, 30 and 40 yds.
and in all instances it indicated good distribution.

is available in 12 gauge only. and it
is to be hoped that it will also be of-
fered in 20 gauge. The model sent me
for field test is an impressive piece.
It looks, as I have like the
Browning. However. an examination
of the ]n!'kllp, the forestock and its de-
sign. and the trigger assembly reveals
that it is of a different design. For
all that. it opens and closes quite as
easily as the Browning. The ham-
mers are brought to full cock and
the auto selective ejectors to full stand
effortlessly. This is more than can be

noted.,

said for some other over-unders that
fetch considerably more lucre.
My Lames is an upland gun. It

weighs a delightful 7 1b. 3 oz. with
28" barrels and a stock that measures
14314” x 134" x 2167, with a down
pitch of 4 inches. There is a gentie pis-
tol grip. sort of a half-pistol as the
English would refer to it. and the
forehead is big. fat and generously
sized. extending 16 inches ahead of the
single trigger. For fast work on close-
rising game. the hand should be weli
extended on the forestock. With the
Lames. a long-arm hold is comfortably
possible.

There is a raised vent rib. 1" in
width. nicely eliminate
glare, The rib is flat and straight and
is a distinet advantage for fast work.

:-‘li1||||r'|| to
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A no-holds-barred investigation of the latest Iltalian

offering fo over/under shotgun fans

There is only one head. a front. but 1
think there should have been a second
about midway of the rib. Bluing on
the harrels is excellent: it is (Im‘]) and
lustrous and adds to the good looks of
the shotzun. .

The barrels have been engine-turned
on the flats and the ejectors likewise
are finished in this manner. The shot-
gun breech is made up in one piece:
that is the chambers and the under
lump which locks up the gun are
machined as a single unit. Subsequent-
ly. the barrels are pressed into this
unit. This means the breechlock is not
welded or sweated to the action but
is an integral part.

Measurement of the barrels. which
were marked 18.4 mm (improved evlin-
der) showed that hoth tubes were un-
der standard 12 guage diameter. Both
measured 7247

—~30} 2
l—' ’-

whereas the common
The choke in the upper
barrel (usually the tighter of the two)
showed the choke as a taper job that

spec is .

started 2 inches from the muzzle and
came down to 6957, This is full choke.
The under barrel showed a choke of
7007, This is also full choke. Ten
patterns from the tube with
Federal plastic target loads, gave an
i!li'l‘l-tiillll‘ 81%
tern sheet at 40 yards, The under bar-
rel indicated 707 for 10 patterns. This
kind of performance would be fine in a
duck gun but was too tight for up-
lands shooting where the marking 18.5
mm (Imp. Cyl.) would have been much
more useful,

upper

average on the pat-

The Lames has a non-automatic safe-
ty which is a boon. The barrels may be
switched in firing by a movement of
the safety thumb latch. exactly as does
the Browning over/under. The ejectors
are automatic and selective and are
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TEST

REPORT

triggered by the fall of the hammer.
Some 240 shots indicated the ejection
is positive and quite strong. Empties
are sent spinning for ten feet or so.
The single trigger is actuated for the
second shot by the recoil of the first
shot. A miniature intertia
readies the second pull instantly. Dur-

hammer

ing the extended firing there was never
a failure of the trigger mechanism. The
trivger pull is short. sweet. and clean.
It lifted a deadweicht of 4 1b. 2 oz,
which is very near ideal. The trigger
is set a mite too far forward in the
tricger guard., Unless the gunner’s
hand is a large one he cannot main-
tain a comfortable grasp of the pistol
arip and still reach the trigger as he
should.

The action is blued. and it is en-
araved with a hird
either flat of the action. surrounded hy
English seroll work, The checkering on
the pistol grip and fore-end is well
done. It is hand-checkered and is not-
able for vood execution. with no run-
overs, lniﬁ:!“_‘_'nllu‘nl. or other hobbles,

The wood in butt-stock and forestock
is of walnut. with a little figure. The
finish is a very dark sort of plastic
that gives the furniture the appearance
of being solid plastic. This is disap-
pointing and is the greatest single eriti-
cism of an otherwise
There is a plastic buttplate, but on a
scattergun as light as this I think there
should be a good ventilated type re-
coil pad.

oame scene  on

fine shotgun.

The over-under shotzun has a lot go-
ing for it: it points better than the
others because of its design. Because
of the arrangement of the barrels. the
cunner eels his hands into position so
that this supporl is very close to the
axis of the bores. The hands point the

shotgun and the closer hoth fists are
to the barrels the more accurate the
pointing. Due to the low position of the
under tube, which fired
first. there is less recoil, The under
harrel is in line with the shoulder and
this dampens the turning motion which
all guns develop during recoil. This
lack of kick on the first shot permits
the shooter to zet off his second round

is alwavs

to better advantage because of less up-
chuck on the first barrel. The Lames. T
noted in handling. was ideally balanced
to give a lively response. The weight
centered between the hands and there
was no feeling of but heaviness. nor
of muzzle preponderance. With a long-
arm grip on the forend and with the
98-inch barrels the gun swung and
pointed heautifully.
Doves were is when the
Lames arrived. After a hundred rounds
or more at the pattern sheet. thrown
targets, and simple function firing,
I took it into the sunflowers for the
winged game. The birds were passing
targets, mosl of them from 25 to 40
vards. I found, after the first hox of
chells. that the harrels were far too
tightly bored for good performance on
the difficult game. Had the gun be-
It}l‘l;_‘l‘l] to me I'd have turned it over
to Ernie Simmons and had him ream
out some of that choke: to modified in
the upper barrel and about quarter
choke, or a weak modified, in the un-
der tube.

season

This is a fine shotgun. A real value
for the dollars asked. It is handsome
in appearance, has an excellently de-
signed easy-working action that opens
and closes like a much more expensive
arm, and it handled a variety of loads
without any signs

of indigestion.



They dress in the buckskin of their ancestors and wield the arms of
the pioneers—though they can hardly neglect occasional comforts.

HOW ONCE EVERY YEAR THE INDIANA
COUNTRYSIDE RETURNS TO THE GUNS AND
GARB OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

NG AT LAUGHERY

By MAJ. GEORGE C. NONTE
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Y OU COULD. just by mere coincidence, stop to stretch
your legs along Highway 62 about 65 miles westward
of Cincinnati. It’s mighty nice rolling, timbered country.
You might even be tempted to stroll up one of the several
crecks trickling delightfully downward over terraced sand-
stone between timbered banks where arching hickories
and chestnuts create inviting sun-dappled tunnels.

If you happen to do so within a week or two, either way.
of Labor Day. there could be a shock in store. You might
“'I’“ comne fﬂi't:‘ Lo fﬂi‘{’ \\’i[]] d pi‘l“’“(‘(’f I}]'ll\'(.‘ in. hr(’.("(']l(.'[[)l”.
fringed leggins. and bristling scalplock. with knife and
tomahawk at his waist. Or. you might jump to a rifle-
crack off on your flank and turn to see a lanky. long-haired
and bewhiskered mountain man in full buckskin rigeing

loading his flintlock long-rifle. as the white. black powder

smoke of the shot dissolves slowly under the trees. Wander
up just the right creek and. if you're slow and quiet. you
might come upon a scene straicht out of the Lewis and
Clark Journals—a half-dozen figures in complete 18th
Century frontier regalia. some lounging with twist tobacco
in clay pipes while a couple idly. but unerringly. hurl
tomahawks and knives into a convenient stump—others
tend carefully to guns and trail gear. And to see a fully-
uniformed Continental soldier trudge up with Brown Bess
or Charleville in hand. or a green-buckskinned Ranger lope
in with powder horn flapping on his rump would just about
convince vou some nuclear cataclysm had blown the
World backward a pair of centuries.

But don’t lose vour cool—it only happens each year in
the heat of late August. At this time. one thousand or
more shooters converge on Friendship. Indiana (most aptly
named ). for the National Muzzle Loading Rifle Association
Championship Matches. A large percentage of the lads who

REEK...
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shoot traditional (as opposed to sophisticated modern
design) muzzle loaders give free rein to their atavistic
urges. They go all the way in suiting dress and action. even
speech. to their guns. Many have killed and tanned their
own buckskin, then made the outfit. from moccasin to
hat, as well as all the sundry items so essential to the lone
frontiersman west of the Mississippi 150 years ago.

Of course, stepping into an authentic teepee and being
confronted with a portable electric refrigerator stocked
with iced beer does upset the picture. But. after all.
not everything of the “good ole days™ was beyond improve-
ment.

The NMLRA (National Muzzle Loading Rifle Associa-
tion) Championship Matches are held each year in late
August at the Walter Cline Range on the outskirts of
Friendship. The Matches had their beeinnine in 1933 when
just a few front-loader devotees f_'alIht’reel to prove what
their old-time rifles could do. Since then. there’s been
continuous interest and growth. The range has grown from
a few targets and log rests to a quarter-mile long covered
firing line. two trap fields. target houses. a fine. big. rustic
clubhouse and the permanent headquarters of the Associa-
tion. The entire complex takes in over 150 acres and
includes hundreds of camping spaces with electrical power
and the necessary sanitary facilities not to mention an
excellent cafeteria and “commercial row™ buildings where
scores of muzzle-loading business firms exhibit durine
the Matches. While the matches are underway. the rang-
population is many times that of little Friendship’s 200-o0dd
souls.

For many reasons. most competitors camp at the Range.
There are tents, trailers. mobile homes and campers in
profusion. While local tourist facilities aren’t really up to
handling the influx. that isn’t the main reason. These
people prefer to camp.

Consequently. my preparations for the trip consisted of
checking out a 1968 Chevrolet Camper Special—a #}-ton
pickup outfitted with a spanking new Wolverine Camper.
The truck had oversize tires. air conditioning. intercom
to the camper. extra batteries to serve the camper. hig 396
cubic-inch V-8 engine (but it burns Regular) and all sorts
of other goodies. Nary a time during the 750-mile trip did
the truck give a bit of trouble. either at turn-pike speeds.
or creeping over narrow. winding eravel roads where fords
replace bridges in the southern Indiana hills. One surprise
was the lack of any problem with the stiff crosswinds
encountered. T]mug]l the entire rig was Ilm\'}'. there was
plenty of acceleration for any traffic situation.

Once settled in at the range with the larder stocked. we
had a complete base of operations—bed and hoard. our
own private john. heat. water. cooking facilities even Lo
making our own ice to partially dilute some good Scotch.

I was envied by many a competitor whose traveling rig
was less complete and robust than this one. For wandering
around to the various muzzle-loading shoots. one could
hardly ask for a better setup. Those affairs are often held
in out-of-the-way places where self-cufficiency such as we
had can really make things more enjoyable.

There are events to cover every phase of muzzle-loading
interest. and the rules are generous enough that almost any
gun you can imagine may be entered in at least one or
two malches. It just has to be loaded from the muzzle using
black powder and fired by percussion cap or flint.

And, that covers a multitude of types. Beginning on the
left Mlank of the line, we lind (Continued on page 62)
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ORE THAN FIFTY THOUSAND

clay target shooters in the
United States and Canda go through
a lifetime of shooting without ever
finding out how good they really are!
Because it seems to me that this is a
shameful waste of time, money, skill,
and energy, I address this column
to the more than fifty thousand clay
target shooters who are not members
of the Amateur Trapshooting Asso-
ciation (ATA) or the National Skeet
Shooting Association (NSSA).

Membership rolls of ATA and
NSSA show steady annual increases,
and the numbers of tournaments and
tournament shooters grow each year.
There are also thousands upon thou-
sands of trap and skeet gunners who
are capable of winning the biggest of
all officially sanctioned tournaments,
but who don’t, simply because they
are not entered! Local club shooters,
capable of winning state., regional,
and national trophies, offer a variety
of reasons for avoiding the “big time,”
many of which are not necessarily
valid.

Some club shooters mention the
matter of costs. First of all in the
matter of cost, the annual member-
ship fee in either ATA or NSSA is
about the cost of a couple of boxes of
shells, so we can scratch that item.
The cost of registering targets is not
nearly so much as many club shooters
imagine, and very often works out to
be less than the charges for meat
shoots or merchandise shoots in
which these club shooters are nearly
invincible.

Let's set up a reasonably typical
example. A shooter can enter almost
any registered tournament (tourna-
ments sanctioned by ATA or NSSA)
for an entry fee of ten dollars per
hundred targets, or less. If the club
shooter will check entry fees of mer-
chandise shoots conducted by the
local club, he will discover that he is
often paying ten cents per target, or
more,

On the trap side of the ledger,

50)

PULL!?

By DICK MILLER

where money awards are more com-
mon than in skeet, any club shooter
who can hold his own in local shoots
or in merchandise shoots can count
on getting all or most of his entry fees
back by playing the optionals, even if
he does not win a major trophy or
championship. To be more specific, a
50 straight will usually send the
shooter home ahead of the game. and
very often, especially in handicap
events, one good round of 25 will re-
cover the investment.

I put special emphasis on handicap
events, because in my own Mid-West
trapshooting days I have tangled with
club shooters in miss-and-out pro-
grams who were tougher than anyone
I locked horns with in state, regional,
and even Grand American tourna-
ments.

lub shooters, when wyou weigh
whether or not to shoot registered
targets, consider a specific example
from my own experience, Less than a
month after winning a major award
in the Grand American (which pro-
vided enough cash to put my oldest
boy through his first year at MIT) I
shot at a small club in Western Ken-
tucky. There was only one other
shooter on the grounds who had ever
competed in registered touraments.
At the end of the day., when neither
of us had been able to win a single
event, I commented to the other tour-
nament veteran that I was sure glad
none of these fellows had competed in
the Grand American! I have heard
some club shooters explain that they
avoid the tournament circuit because
of travel costs. Obviously, if yvou at-
tend all the big shoots in a geographi-
cal area, travel costs could become a
factor (unless vou are a consistent
winner, in the case of trap). It is not
necessary to attend every big tourna-
ment., One, or only a few, will suffice
to prove to you how good you are.
It seems to me that the great ma-
jority of trap or skeet gunners in any
state could make sure to enter their

own state tournament, even if they do
not shoot every day, or all of the
events.

Another factor which is almost uni-
versally overlooked by local or club
shooters in evaluating their chances
in big tournaments is the improve-
ment in shooting conditions usually
compared with local targets. In all of
the big shoots, traps are carefully ad-
justed to throw consistently uniform
targets. With no intent to downgrade
or demean local facilities, I can point
out that their targets are not always
found in the bigger tournaments, as
uniform, I might go so far as to say
that I have shot at some non-regis-
tered clubs and left with the firm
feeling that any man who could con-
sistently break targets on that field is
certainly capable of winning either
the Grand American or the Skeet Na-
tionals any day. More than once, I
have shot on a squad in a major tour-
nament with a club shooter getting
his first look at consistently regula-
tion targets., and been amused at his
comment to the effect that. “These
targets looked as big as wash tubs,
and twice as easy to hit,” when com-
pared with the wild angles and
secreamers he saw at home. And,
more often than not, his score was his
highest ever. far better than he im-
agined he was capable of shooting.

I once knew a better-than-average
local shooter who, when pressed for
the reason why he did not enter some
registered tournaments and put his
shooting ability to work for him, con-
fessed that he felt registered tourna-
ments were the private province of
corporation executives and bank
presidents. Nothing could be farther
from the truth. One of the most ap-
pealing facets of the clay target
games is that while it may be true
that a bank president or corporate
executive might be squadded with
vou, so might also be a truck driver, a
clerk, or a production worker. And.
while they are at the gun club, it's
unlikely that anyvone will be able to
detect which is which.

Then there is the club shooter who
is simply shy and ill at ease around
strangers. I once knew a farm boy
who was an excellent trap shot, but
who always declined any invitations
to attend area registered shoots. One
yvear I was amazed to see him stroll-
ing along the grounds at the Grand
American. Later in the day, I talked
with his wife who confessed that she.
realizing that he wanted to compete
but was too shy, had persuaded him
to take a little vacation trip which
just happened to bring them through
Vandalia, Ohio. Naturally, as long as
they were near Vandalia, they might
just as well have a look at the fabu-
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lous Grand. And, just as naturally, as
long as friend husband was there, he
couldn’t resist shooting. She was a
wise and understanding wife, and her
husband was a proud man when he
won as big as we all knew he could.

Another reason for getting out of
yvour own back yard and competing in
bigger tournaments is that you pick
up shooting knowledge from more
and better shooters. And, for some
shooters the realization that they are
in the big time provides a stimulus
that results in higher scores than they
have ever recorded at home.

I would be remiss if T left the
impression that local shooters should
branch out and take in the biguer
events only in the hope of winning
bigger. More often than not, the fel-
lowship with shooters from other
clubs, whom you meet only at the big
shoots, is more rewarding than the
bare face of winning. I know of no
other competitive sport that provides
as much or more esprit de corps or
just good fellowship than the clay
target sports.

Most shooters are interested in the
economic health and progress of their
own club. It is a well-known fact that
few gun clubs, either trap or skeet,
can survive solely on the shooting ac-
tivity of the club’s own members.
Most clubs must attract shooters from
other clubs if they are to survive. If
yvour elub sends shooters to another
club, that club feels in most cases
duty bound to reciprocate. If your
club is ingrown, and exports no
shooters to other clubs, the other
clubs are not likely to support your
club. It's as simple as that.

So, in 1969, why not resolve that
you are going to find out how good
yvou really are, to learn some im-
proved shooting techniques from
other shooters, to take a look at some
possibly better targets, with conceiv-
ably better background, to make the
acquaintance of shooters from distant
areas, and to support your own club
by supporting some other clubs in
their programs. And 1969 could just
possibly be the biggest year of your
life. You won’t know, if you don't try.

And now. a word for the reader
who is neither a registered clay target
shooter, or one of the more than fifty
thousand club shooters. All the re-
wards of winning. companionship, and
achievement that are open to the
shooter are just one trip to the gun
club away from you. One of the big-
gest winners in the 1968 Grand
American began shooting only a year
before, and one of the Grand winners
began shooting in May of 1968. There
is still plenty of time for you in 1969

(or maybe in 1970:) How will -
vou know if vou don’t start? é
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I WORLD'S MOST COMPLETE

BO-MAR RIBS & SIGHTS FIREARM PRODUCT
Accuracy Products

Custom Made Pistol Accossorics of

Quaiity

SR oS

TREATMENT

® CLEANS YOUR
GUN: Removes
all traces of
rust and leading.

\h © LUBRICATES YOUR GUN: Will not
; freeze, oxidize. or evaporate.

Coe, y Insures perfect firing at extreme

temperatures.
® PROTECTS YOUR GUN: Leaves an
i LOW PROFILE RIBS - for Colt, Browning, invisible magnetic film over
ol a s Hunats s metal_Jeribrotats wninst
F ° IR rust and “‘Finger Print"" damage.

Bo-Mar Tool & Mtg. Co., Dept. G,

Carthage, Texas 75633 Jet-Aer Corporation, Paterson, New Jersey 07524 usa

excl. Canadian dist., Canadian Ind, Ltd., Montreal, Que.,

UPER VEL

the ultimate ammunition
for the handgun hunter.

SUPER VEL, the choice of experienced handgun hunters internationally, has
taken, brown, grizzly, black and polar bear, wild boar, crocodile, elk and moose.

SUPER VEL, jacketed hollow or soft point bullets are designed for high
velocity/high intensity loads. These revolutionary bullets, the results of years
of field testing, are the choice of guides, outfitters and big game hunters the
world over.

SUPER VEL ammunition offers you maximum velocity, superior bullet expan-
sion, and the ultimate in hydrostatic shocking power.

SUPER VEL ammunition is designed to give you the maximum knock-down
potential of your weapon and SUPER VEL always puts your game down.

Ask for SUPER VEL ammunition at your favorite dealer. Handloaders, ask for
SUPER VEL bullets and primers.

Super Vel Cartridge Corp.

Shelbyville, Indiana 46176




can,

CENTENNIAL ARMS CORP.

Sold only to FFL Dealers. Order thru
FFL Dealer or order thru us & we will
arrange to have local FFL Dealer
deliver.

NEW
MBAP.A.15

15-Shot, Self-loading
Acclaimed by one of
World’s great experts,
George Nonte as “‘reli-
able - mild recoil - no
feeding problems, accu-
rate”’

FEATURES: 15-shot magazine capac-
ity; new rotating barrel locking system
in which the barrel neither receils nor
moves vertically; excellent handling
qualities including new large grips de-
signed to permit positive hold for the
brawniest hands; practical service sights
carefully matted and finished of pre-
ferred square notch pattern; sturdy,
durable dependability; superior accu-
racy in firing; designed to use any
military or sporting 9mm ammo
and to continued functioning depend-

No C.0.D. Orders accepted. FFL Dealers MUST
send a certified pholo-copy of your FFL License with
following legend in blank area of the license phote-
copy ‘‘I Certify that this reproduction is a true and
correct copy of the license issued to this business™;

Government requirement.
on MAB & our listings of Surplus Ammo & Guns to
Dept. G-1. Open for retail sales on Saturdays only
(meost Saturdays) from 10 A.M. to 4 P.M.

F. F. L. #36-2716
3318 W. Devon Ave., Lincolnwood, 11l. 60645

SNOW-PROOF

WATERPROOFS » SOFTENS s PRE-
SERVES LEATHER FOR ALL USES.
Stops dry rot. Prevents mildew, Easy
to apply, not greasy, If dealer can't
supply, send $1.00 for large 334 oz,
Money back guarantee. Dealer in-
quiries invited,

Snow-Proof Co., Dept.

N.Y.

14487

17,

Livonia,

£ THE MUSEUM OF |
;  HISTORICAL ARMS \’

¢ Serving collectors for 20 years, offers
the most hard to find and desirable

ANTIQUE FIREARMS
s« EDGED WEAPONS

£
L

-

and related ftems from the US.

aluable book wi
sent to vou immediately via first
' class mail upon receipt of $2.
You don't want to miss it,

THE MUSEUM OF HISTORICAL ARMS

1038 Al
Flerids resid

ad, Dept N, Miami Beach, Fla, 33139
¢ #0d B¢ tax,
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ably for you under the
most severe circum- $10900 [
stances.

include name of firm and SIGN. This is a U.S. |
Send 25¢ for full article | |

Centennial Arms Corporation ‘

THE .17 CALIBER

(Continued from page 34)

kills on rockchucks, convinced me

| that this was a really top varmint rifle

| muzzle.

G

out to about 300 yards and that it was
also a real “fun gun” to handle and
use—low report, very low recoil and
good kills on varmints and, best of all,
the accuracy of this little rifle. The
rifle and my handloads were a very
accurate combination. If conditions
were right, one inch groups were
standard and many five shot groups
were consistently of 24 inch or less
spread.

ontinued use and testing of the
rifle, plus the many experiments I
made with various handloads, revealed
quite a number of the problems one

rockchuck hunting. I loaded up about
100 rounds and we tested a few on the
range before we left for hunting. Tests
gave us 3950 fps and one inch groups
with the load we were using. Twenty
of the bullets were of one make and
the rest were of another. All were the
same weight.

Fred killed a number of chucks, at
short to long (300 yards) ranges,
with the first twenty loads. Then he
changed to the other make of bullets
and in a very short time he was miss-
ing every chuck at which he shot. We
picked out a good rock for a target
and started some checking. The bul-
lets were going in all directions and

could expeet with .17 calibers. The
barrel on this first rifle I used was an
Ackley six groove and although it was
very accurate it had a rough spot
about 25 of the length, toward the
Ackley told me about this
and said it might smooth out after
considerable shooting. Actually, it
might have done this if I had stayed
with my original top velocity loadings
of 3800 fps or less. However, like all
experimenters, I wanted to see just
what maximum velocities could be
safely reached in the .17.

I had just received a new lot of bul-

| lets in 20 to 26 grain weights and I

decided to load some 20 grain ones to
maximum. This proved to be near
4600 fps with one type of powder. I
loaded other weights to their maxi-
mum and in the 25 grain weight, the
one I like best in the .17/223 or .17
Magnums, I reached 4100 fps. Fred
Huntington, Jr., of RCBS was visiting
me at the time and we decided to go

not even coming near the target. The
more we shot, the worse it seemed to
get, so we quit and came home. In-
spection of the barrel revealed a tre-
mendous build-up of fouling, that
proved to be metal and not powder,
at the rough spot in the barrel. Now
I found out another problem facing .17
users. I couldn’t find a wire brush
cleaner. Vern had sent me a cleaning
rod and powder funnel that he had
made for his own use. but now I need-
ed a wire brush. I took two undersize
.22 brushes and brazed them to small
rods and after three hours work 1 got
most of the metal fouling out. I tried
the rifle out on the range and with just
a few shots it fouled up again so badly
that it was hard to get the brushes
through the barrel. This time the bul-
lets were apparently disintegrating as
they went through the barrel because
they didn’t even mark a target twen-
ty-five feet away.

I phoned Ackley and he told me
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there was really no positive way to get
all metal fouling out of a barrel once
it has started. He told me to send the
rifle back to him for rebarreling. I
also phoned Vern O'Brien about my
trouble and late the next day I had
received another of his handsome little
rifles by air express. This one had a
very smooth A & M barrel. T went on
with my tests, keeping my loads below
4000 fps and I cleaned the barrel quite
properly after each 30 or 40 rounds.
Ackley sent my rebarreled rifle back
in record time and I used this one in
testing also. The new barrel had been
polished or honed and I used Brobst
J.B. compound frequently to clean it.
Although I fired over 800 rounds
through it and some well in excess of
4000 fps, I had no more trouble with
this rifle. P.O. had made this one a
22 inch barrel length instead of the
20 inch one that was originally on the
rifle. The same applied to the second
rifle Vern sent me with the A & M.
The extra two inches gave me about
50 fps more velocity, with the same
loads.

decided T would like to try a 24 inch

barrel on a Remington 600 action
in more tests and P.O. suggested mak-
ing one with three grooves instead of
six. He thought this would cut down
friction of engraving the bullet and
resulting heat and should allow higher
velocities without metal fouling. Well,
I sent the action to P.O. and he put the
barrel on it and then Reinhart Fajen
stocked it most beautifully in lamin-
ated birch and walnut, using Ed Shil-
en’s Stock Pattern Bench Rest varmint
type.

This rifle also produced higher vel-
ocities, by 50 or 60 fps, than did the
22 inch barrel using the same loads. I
am not sure whether part of this is
due to less friction of the three groove
barrel but I did raise the loadings to
the 4150 fps level and have used the
rifle all summer, on the range and in
the field, and have killed hundreds of
rockchucks and prairie dogs, with
complete success. All bullets used
were the 25 grain weight.

In a short time I should be receiv-
ing a new .17 caliber in a .17/223
chambering. the same as Harrington
& Richardson’s new rifles will be. My
new one will be on the new Ranger
single shot bolt action, designed for
accuracy and bench rest work. I have
also received notice from H & R that
I should very soon have one of their
production rifles in the .17/223 for
some testing. In the meantime, two of
my friends each had a .17/223 custom
made for them from 600 Remington's.
One has a 22 inch A & M barrel and
the other a 23 inch Shilen barrel. Both
shoot one inch groups consistently and
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neither of them have given a bit of
trouble about metal fouling.

I believe I have put over 5000
rounds through the .17s that T have
been testing. If metal fouling is elim-
inated I see no excessive barrel wear
problem, but I am convinced that .17
caliber barrels must be honed or
lapped smooth before even one shot is
fired. If all roughness is eliminated
and the barrel is perfectly smooth I

FREE
EMBROIDERED
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Detwded sttchang. five boght colors. aversge wize 5 Indwate w

Fiee prue quotation FREE EMBLEM with FREE 16 - PAGE CATALOG
FASTERN EMBLEM MANUFACTURING CORP

P.0. BOX 628 DEPT. G UNION CITY, N. ). 07087

feel quite sure that there will be no
metal fouling at normal wvelocities.
Powder fouling is still a problem with
these small bores. Frequent and thor-
ough cleaning is necessary, at least
every 30 or 40 rounds, but powder
fouling cleans out very easily. There
are nNow numerous accessories avail-
able for cleaning and reloading the
17s that I did not have when I first
started.

armint kills with the .17/223 or the

.17 Magnums can be made quite
effectively out to ranges of 300 yards
on animals up to the 15 pound rock-
chuck size. I found little difference in
the .17s and .224s in this respect. out
to 300 yards. Beyond this range the
224s take over. The hydrostatic
shocking power of the little 25 grain

bullet at its muzzle velocity of over
4000 fps is terrific. It makes just a
small .17 caliber size entrance hole
and no exit hole. It blows up intern-
ally and kills instantly.

Shooters who have never used a 17
always bring up the wind drift prob-
lem. I have done most of my varmint
killing high up, on open windy ridges,
in the Big Horns. I see little difference
in wind drift of the .17 caliber with 25
grain bullets at 4000 plus fps than I
do the .224s at 3600 or slower veloci-
ties. The fact that the sectional density
of the 25 grain .17 caliber bullet is
nearly the same as that of the 50 grain
.224 is one reason for this, and then
the little .17 is going far faster, gets to
the target guicker and sort of doesn’t
hang around for wind drift to bother
it.

I have a great deal more experi-
menting to do with bullets, loads and
actual shooting with the .17s. I have
just received 4000 new bullets for this
purpose. This will give me a fresh
start. I will just mention here that
Fred Woods of Bahler Dies, who
makes most of the .17 caliber jackets
used by independent bullets makers,
has been experimenting with different
jacket materials as to thickness and
core hardness. A new metal he will
soon have for experiments shows great
promise.

There is much to learn yet about

the .17s but I am sure we are over the

big hurdles and the little |

17 is here to stay.

DO-IT-YOURSELF

By Steve Ellingson

)
2

EVEN IF YOU are not an experi-
enced woodweorker, you can build
this handsome cabinet. It holds up
to six long guns and several hand-
guns, plus fishing rods, tackle, am-
munition, and all sorts of sport
equipment. There are drawers and
shelves at the bottom, and these, as
well as the gun rack on top, may be
locked.

This cabinet was built of knotty
pine, but you may use other woods
to go with the interior of your
home. If you prefer glass doors, so
that the guns are visible even when
locked up, the pattern shows you
how to build them.

Building this cabinet is easy
when you use the full size pattern.
You merely trace the pattern parts
on wood, then saw them out and
put them together. A list of required
materials, along with easy to read
directions are printed on each pat-
tern. Simple tools are all you need.
This pattern was designed to be
used by inexperienced hobbyists.

To obtain the full size gun cabi-
net pattern No. 161, send $1.00 in
currency or check to:

Steve Ellingson

GUNS Magazine Pattern Dept.
P.O. Box 2383

Van Nuys, California 91409

Other patterns you will enjoy:
#101 Three-gun wall rack ..$ .50
#184 Western holster

and belt .....
# 54 Catalog of over
400 projects
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AUSTRALIAN LACEWOOD
Very rare fancy elongated lace figure. Sporter
blanks from 45.00 to 65.00. Specializing in
rare fancy and exotic woods. Brochure and
price sheets 25c

Gunstocks for the discriminate

Paulsen Gunstocks & Shooters Supply
Chinook, Mont. 59523
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HOLLYWOOD’'S HIDDEN ARSENAL

(Continued from page 43)

Firearms license, and an International
Revenue license. The police are fur-
nished with records of all machine
guns and they keep cards on all re-
volvers.

The machine gun is the most policed
prop in pictures. In addition to the
police records, an officer always ac-
companies a gun when one is taken
to a Paramount stage, to another
studio or even to the machine shop
for repairs. The law requires that a
guard must be on the set whenever a
machine gun is used and that it must
be under surveillance at all times.

Dickie chuckled as he recalled one
of his favorite incidents.

“In ‘All Quiet on the Western
Front', " Dickie said, “I had to put on
a German uniform and double for a
featured player because the machine
gun used in the scene would not work
for the actor.”

The guns used in the movie and
television industry must be re-de-
signed in the shop so they will shoot
only blank ammo. The employees in
the Gun Room are all experts in their
field. They have to be, for they must
know what makes over 8,000 guns go
BANG! Experts say that semi-auto-
matic weapons are as temperamental
as people. These and automatics have
to be gone over time and time again,
and the ammo painstakingly made so
they will shoot perfectly.

The ammo for Stembridge tommy
guns is made from .30-06 rifle shells.
Many of these blanks are purchased
from the Army. Thousands of these
shells must go through eight processes
to become tommy gun blank ammo:
(1) Blown; (2) Cut; (3) Reamed; (4)
Loaded; (5) Wadded: (6) Shellacked:
(7) Crimped: (8) Boxed.

A special blowing machine created
by Fritz Dickie is used to blow out
the slow progressive powder that is
used by the Army. The shells are
then cut on another Dickie invention,
and at the same time the cannelure
(crease at the closed end of the shell)
is deepened. Another machine reams
the open end of the shell to smooth the
edges. It is loaded and the wad placed
over the powder and shellacked. It
is then left to dry overnite. When the
shellack is dry, the shell is run
through a crimping machine to get
the right erimp so it will feed into
the chamber of the gun. These shells
go through the gun at the rate of 500
a minute.

Most of the general public is un-
aware of the time and effort that is

involved in just the different powder
charges that must be used for dif-
ferent scenes in these Westerns. There
are three different loads normally
used. They are: quarter loads; half
loads in order to work the machine
parts; and black powder for just
about every caliber except .22. Odd
loads must be ordered.

Half loads are used around cattle
by order of the SPCA. They must
show a flash for night scenes and show
smoke for day scenes. A flash will not
photograph by day and smoke cannot
be seen at night. The load fired out-
side must coincide with the shot fired
inside on a sound stage set up to look
like an outside scene. Automatic
weapons shoot only full loads in order
to work the machine parts, so conse-
quently they can never be changed.

The Gun Room carries in stock all
standard U.S. cartridges and a special
cartridge called the 5-in-1. Reming-

ton made this one up special to meet
Ed and Fritz's specifications. It works
successfully in the .38-40, .44-40, .45
Colt revolvers, .38-40 rifle, and the
.44-40 rifle.

Ed chuckled, “I thought we had the
shell problem pretty well licked until
the Bazooka came along.”

During 1941, U.S. scientists devel-
oped an explosive projectile which,
taking advantage of the Munroe ef-
fect, was able to penetrate armor
without the high velocity only a can-
non could produce. For projecting this
explosive a rocket motor was devel-
oped. Launching of this rocket re-
quired only a lightweight, hollow tube
which could be carried by a soldier.
That launching tube, called the Ba-
zooka, was put into production during
1942, and was used during the inva-
sion of N. Africa at the end of the
year.

Ed pointed out that this firing piece
shoots backwards. The tube is loaded
from the back by a companion gun-
man. When the tube is loaded, he
then taps the firer on the shoulder to
let him know that the rocket is ready.
When the trigger is pressed all you
see is the flash from the rear end of
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the tube. Ed now was faced with the
problem of making this gun shoot
without the rocket.

A special gismo was made to hold
just the right amount of powder, and
the right mixture was found, a spe-
cial wad was also made and a squid
was used, connected to a dry cell bat-
tery. When the trigger is pressed the
Bazooka gives the illusion that a pro-
jectile has been propelled from the
front end, If the target is in view of
the camera, the powder man on the
picture sets up a dynamite charge at
the target and the actor shooting the
bazooka aims at the target. The pow-
der man takes his cue from the ba-
zooka shot and trips his explosion.

“Since yvou never know what his-
torical period will be popular, we have
to keep many old and unusual guns
in the collection,” Ed stated.

Perhaps the most valuable is a sev-
en-barrel flintlock scattergun. It was
a British naval weapon and was used
at Trafalgar. Since all seven barrels
fire at once, the gun propels the bul-
lets in one direction and the man who
fires it in the other. The British used
this gun mainly for shooting at
snipers in the rigging of boats.

The matchlock musket made about
1600 and a ivory-inlaid wheel-lock of
1675 two more museum pieces.
The wheel-lock served as a set dec-
oration piece in Paramount’s “The
Emperor Waltz,” with Bing Crosby
and Joan Fontaine.

are

A functioning Gatling gun valued at
$3,000, that has been fired in scores
of movies, is another prized posses-
sion. The oldest gun in his collection
is a circa 1600 German wheel-lock
and the newest, M16's of the type now
used in Vietnam., The MI16’s were
bought for the movie “Seven Days in
May.” The film was supposed to be
taking place in 1970 and the studio
wanted some advanced-looking weap-
ons.

But apparently the problem of au-
thenticity is, to some producers, no
problem at all. For instance, Dickie
continually lets the producers know
that the lever action Winchester is not
the proper weapon for cavalry use,
but the response he gets is always
the same. “The trap door Springfield
is too slow,” say the producers, “and
who knows the difference anyway.
We don’t want to be bothered with
having actors stop and load.” So, of
course, the actors don’t. As far as the
revolvers are concerned, anytime
they are shooting a movie in the per-
cussion period producers think it too
much trouble and too slow to load
them the proper way, so Stemhridge
must convert the revolvers to take
blank cartridges. “Who knows the
difference anyway.”

GUNS . FEBRUARY 1969

Of great interest to visitors are
photographs of past and present pa-
trons. Gary Cooper, known as one
of the best movie gunslingers, and the
unforgettable Wallace Beery, are just
two of the oldtime greats pictured.
Boris Karlofl, John Wayne, Bob Hope
—and John Derek, considered one of
the fastest gunmen in the West—are
pictured in the gallery.

A wall display shows the sidearms
carried by television cowboys; Hugh
O’'Brien-Wyatt Earp, Richard Boone-
Paladin, Jim Arness-Matt Dillon,
along with many others.

“There is always a steady demand
for Winchesters and Colts needed in
Western films and at present we have
over 400 early Winchesters in stock,”
says Dickie.

Some of the biggest rental orders |

by the studios were: 800 rifles for “All
Quiet on the Western Front” (1930);
1,200 World War I rifles used in “Hells
Angels” (1930); and 1000 Colonial-era
flintlocks, Brown-Bess muskets,
Pennsylvania rifles, Dragoons, cmd
single and double barrel pistols for
“Unconquered.” Just recently they
furnished several Winchesters for the
Charleton Heston film, “Will Penny,”

that Paramount has just finished
shooting. For television they supplied
several tommy guns for the once
highly rated series “The Untouch-
ables.”

From the mixture of memories of
Stembridges’ 45 year old history, Fritz
Dickie believes the phone call in mid-
afternoon of Dec. T, 1941, is the most
vivid one he recollects.

*“Is this for real?” Dickie exclaimed,
as he listened to the party at the other
end of the line.

After years of working on make-
believe wars, one could hardly blame
Dickie for his reaction. The rush call
was from the Coast Artillery in
charge of Harbor Defenses of Los An-
geles. They wanted to borrow all of
the serviceable automatic weapons in
the Gun Room collection. By night-
fall the guns which had been used
mostly in gangster movies were ready
for the feared Japanese invasion.
During the next few days, machine
guns, pistols and shotguns were
loaned to the California State Guard
and rifles were sent to the Coast
Guard stationed at Catalina Island. It
was several months before all the
weapons were returned.

With the movie industry turning
out many war pictures during this
time, the gun room was really caught
short. The biggest wartime shortages
were brass for shells, primers, and flash
powder for night scenes. They solved
the cartridge crisis by re-claiming all
fired shells and reloading them. After
each big gun battle, you would see
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men scurrying around the sets pick-
ing up empty shells. Powder was
conserved by eliminating all actual
firing of guns in rehearsal shots. An
all industry appeal to the WPB ob-
tained a limited supply of primers.

“In another sense, we had plenty
of ‘brass’ during the war years. The
Gun Room was always closely
guarded but then we had extra mili-
tary protection. Army and Navy In-
telligence officers constantly visited
us,” recalled Dickie.

Employees helped stage shows for
the Army and Navy and furnished
some weapons for training films.

Proudly hung on one of the few va-
cant wall spaces in the shop is a letter
from the Harbor Defenses Command
which said in part: “Due to critical
shortage of such weapons on Dec. T,
1941, those provided from your stock
were a most welcome addition to our
defenses.”

Rodd Redwing once said, “If it
shoots they’ve got it, or know where

to get it. If there is no such gun
they’'ll make it.”
Rodd is one of filmlands fastest

gunmen and has taught fast draw to

most of Movietown’s star gunslingers.
In addition, he does a great deal of
trick shooting for films, teaches all
types of gun handling and drill work,
and acts as advisor on many ballistic
problems that come up in the indus-
try. At times he has worked in the
Gun Room in order to expand his
knowledge of guns. Although the col-
lection has guns of almost every na-
tion and every historical period, un-
usual requests keep these gun gen-
iuses working overtime.

Dickie remarked about one lethal
instrument which has never been in a
picture. “It’s a double-barreled shot-
gun with a twist in the stock so that
it can be shot from the right shoulder
but aimed with the left eve and we
call it the ‘Ben Turpin’,” he says.

He continued, “One of these days a
left-eye, right handed actor will come
along and his part will require that
he shoot a shotgun. We'll be ready for
him.”

Owner Ed Stembridge and man-
ager Fritz Dickie have an endless
number of exciting experiences to re-

count—and a rightful place -

in each and every one.

THE WESSON BROS. Part Il

(Continued from page 37)

English and European manufacturers
of firearms, accessories and miscel-
laneous sporting goods. The company
was last listed in the 1891 Cincinnati
business directory.

No records whatever have heen
found to support the statement that
Franklin Wesson moved to Springfield
in 1865. The Worcester library veri-
fies that he was listed in Worcester
directories from 1858 to 1900, the last
date providing an obituary notice. He
was listed as a gunmaker in Worcester
up to the 1893 edition, at which point
he went into retirement. All patent
papers from 1859 through 1877 give
Wesson’s address as Worcester and all
advertisements bear the Worcester
address.

Although the sales potential to mili-
tary forces was great when manufac-
ture of Wesson breech-loading rifles
was begun, Wesson did not neglect
the civilian market despite wartime
conditions. Advertisements appeared
in Leslie’s Weekly as early as Novem-
ber, 1861, and continued during the
war years.

Franklin Wesson believed in adver-
tising, and we find that his arms were
advertised in many publications from
the 1860s to the 1880s, In 1864 a Wes-
son advertisement appeared in the
back of H. W. S. Cleveland’s book

Hints To Rifleman. The rifles were
advertised by a New York City deal-
er, J. W. Storrs of 256 Broadway, of
whom we shall learn more later. Many
advantages were claimed for the Wes-
son breechloader, such as: simplicity
of construction; barrels of finest steel;
rapidity of fire (15 shots per minute);
impossible to load incorrectly; and
form of cartridges said to equal the
accuracy of a false muzzle and bullet
starter used with the best target guns.

The length of the barrel was given
in this 1864 advertisement as 24 inches;
calibers available were .22, .32, .38 and
44, Cleveland stated: “For accuracy
and power I have found it superior to
any gun of its size using the self-ex-
ploding cartridge.”

At the Massachusetts state trials for
breech-loading arms at Readville in
the early 1860s, the Wesson rifle put
twenty successive shots in the target
at 200 yards. Fifty shots were fired in
less than four minutes. As Cleveland
had indicated, for a gun of its size
there is no doubt that the Wesson
break-open breechloader was well
made and efficient—a sporting rifle in
keeping with the Wesson family
standard of quality workmanship.

With his rifles successfully launched,
Wesson again turned his attention to
pistols. On July 20, 1869 he patented
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a derringer type pistol which had twe
barrels and a short knife blade re-
cessed between them that could be
slid out into an extended position.
Wesson called this a “Pistol and Dirk
Knife.” The barrels were reversible
by a swivel motion to bring each
chamber in line with a single hammer.
This pistol was also made in .22 and
32 calibers without the blade. The
model with the sliding blade was
chambered for .41 short rimfire car-
tridges.

Almost a year later, on May 31,
1870, Wesson patented a single shot
arm that can be considered an inter-
mediate step between a pistol and
rifle. It was called “Pocket Rifle”
and could be had with a metal skele-
ton-type attachable shoulder stock.

1871. This business was located at 18
Manchester Street, Worcester, in a
portion of the building used by Wes-
son for a number of years as his rifle
factory.

The principal product of the Wes-
son & Harrington partnership was a
stud trigger revolver with bird-head
grip and an odd cartridge e]m,tm lo-
cated under the barrel. The No. 1 re-
volver was of .22 caliber with a T-shot
cylinder: the No. 2 revolver was a 5-
shot model in .32 caliber. Expiration
of the Rollin White patent on a bored-
through cylinder had now left the field
for revolvers wide open.

This venture was short lived, how-
ever, for in 1874 Wesson sold his in-
lelubl to Harrington who then pro-
ceeded to reorganize, taking William

shot
barrel on
this model swung to the side for load-

Unlike his earlier single arms

with a tip-up barrel, the

ing. It was offered in .22 or .32 rim-
fire caliber and with 10”7, 127, 15", 18”
or 20” octagon barrels. Prices ranged
from $12 to 520 depending on barrel
length, An advertisement in Homer
Fisher's 1876 catalogue claimed, “It is
quic[ilv loaded and entirely safe to
carry. Every farmer in the land would
find it exceedingly useful, while as a
piece for amusement, in target prac-
tice, it is delightful.” Perhaps this is
why they sometimes advertised this
model as the “Sportsman’s jewel!”
Particularly noticeable in the Wor-
cester-Springfield areas were inter-
locking or subsidiary arms manufac-
turing enterprises. One of Franklin
Wesson’s adventures in this field was
the formation of a separate company
to manufacture revolvers., With Gil-
bert H. Harrington he formed the
Wesson & Harrington Company in
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A. Richardson as a partner and form-
ing the Harrington & Richardson firm.

Apparently partnerships did not ap-
peal to Franklin Wesson, and he was
not enthusiastic about revolvers. His
single shot arms had been a success
and he was convinced that loading the
cartridge in a barrel chamber was far
better than loading in a separate cyl-
inder.

An advertisement in the 1872 Wor-
cester directory is interesting because
it illustrates the Wesson & Harrington
pistol over the single name Frank
Wesson. Apparently Frank proved to
be an easier name for general pur-
poses than Franklin, although only
one of Wesson's patents was issued in
that form. Another enlightening fea-
ture of this advertisement is that it
read “Manufacturer of Superior
Breech Loading Rifles, Shotguns &
Pistols.” Some of the Wesson arms
were bored out to employ shot shells.
He also bored out muskets to make
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them into shotguns. It is likely, how-
ever, that Wesson was referring to

| double barrel shotguns made by the

Wesson Fire Arms Co. of Springfield
in which he had an interest. His ad-
dress by 1872 had been changed to 20
Manchester Street in Worcester.

It was in 1872 that Wesson, antici-
pating the popularity of reloadable
centerfire cartridges. patented a mov-
and
other minor mechanical adjustments
for his sporting rifles with the result
that they might accommodate either
rimfire or center-fire ammunition.

This improved Model 1872 sporting
rifle and the Model 1870 pocket rifle
with what Wesson called a “detach-
able shoulder-rest” were illustrated
in the 1876 Worcester directory. At
that time the sporting rifle with 24”
barrel cost $30. Each additional inch
of barrel length cost 50¢, and globe
sights were $5 extra.

Always alert to the advancement of
mechanical design and sensitive to
popular demand, Franklin Wesson be-
gan to plan a rifle action which would
safely hold larger and more powerful
cartridges than the .44 rimfire or other
relatively short .44 cartridges used in
his tip-up rifles. The Model 1874
Sharps rifles, with their long .40, .44
.45 and .50 caliber cartridges capable of
hitting targets up to 1000 yards. had
made a deep impression on Wesson's
mind and he decided to build an ac-
tion that woul be comparable or even
better than the Sharps.

In Charles N. Cutter. Wesson found
a man with helpful design ideas, and
together they built a dropping-block
action for which a patent was granted
and assigned to Wesson on July 10
1877. This model developed into the
finest gun to come from Franklin
Wesson’s gun factory. It was made
in the Long Range Creedmoor style,
in Mid Range target size, and as a
sporting rifle.

The 1888 Worcester directory con-
tains the “Frank Wesson, 20 Man-
chester Street, Worcester., Mass.”
signature and also indicates that the
tip-up barrel rifles were still being
made along with the newer dropping-
block model.

By 1893, having spent almost fifty
the armsmaking trade,
Franklin Wesson retired, his firearms
and his reputation for quality prod-
ucts well known throughout the coun-
try. He died on March 6. 1899, a half
century later than his brother Ed\\ in.
By this time the single shot arms
which Franklin Wesson had long
championed were fast being pushed

into corner is by

the repeater.

PART Il NEXT MONTH
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THE REMARKABLE .30 CALIBER

(Continwed from page 23)

It drives a 190-gr. bullet at 1980 fps
MYV; energy stands at 1650 ft. lb.

The .300 Savage, a spittin’ image
forerunner of the .308 (7.62 NATO)
cartridge, has had it. The .300 was
introduced in 1920 by the Savage
Company to provide a round as hot
as the .30'06 but still short enough to
work through the Model 99 lever ac-
tion rifle. The ascendency of the .308,
which looks a lot like it progenitor,
has put the older number in the
shade. The .300 drives a 150-gr. bullet
at 2670 fps but can get only 2370 fps
out of the more popular 180-gr. slug.
The .308, on the other hand can do a
little better than this, with the 150-gr.
it pushes along at 2860 [ps; and with
the 180-gr. does 2610 fps.

The .308—as the military like to dub
it, the 7.62 mm NATO—is fired out of
the M-14 service rifle. This rifle is
still one of our standard weapons. It
is also used by a number of the NATO
signatories. On the sporting side the
cartridge is a hot one. It is gaining in
popularity year by year, is widely ac-
cepted by reloaders, is necked up and
necked down, both by the kitchen
brew boys and by the factories, and
has alarmed a lot of the old guard for
fear it will catch and finally surpass
the venerable '06 in popularity.

The load is a pretty good one but not
quite as potent as the old perennial.
While the .308 whoops the 150-gr.
along at 2860 fps, the '06 boosts it to
2970 fps; for the 180-gr. the story is
2610 fps for the .308 and an even 2700
fps for the .30°06.

Since 1945, the year World War II
ground out, we’ve had an infusion of
foreign .30 caliber rifles. Among these
the 7.62 Russian, the 7.65 Argentine
Mauser, the 7.7 Japanese and others.

The Norma Precision Co. imports a
cartridge for the 7.62 Russ. This
round fires a 180-gr. bullet at 2624 fps
MV with a related energy, at muzzle,
of 2725 ft. 1b. The old Russian car-
tridge is a rimmed job, a vintage of-
fering like unto the .30-40 and the
British .303. The 7.65 Argentine, on
the other hand, is a modern loading,
with a rimless case and excellent bal-
listics. The Norma load is put up
with a 150-gr. softpoint and delivers
2920 fps MV. Norma likewise sells the
7.7 Japanese. This cartridge can be
had with either 130-gr. or 180-gr.
bullets; the 130-gr. at 2952 fps and the
180-gr. at 2490 fps.

In 1914, the Holland & Holland Co.
of England, developed the .30 Super
cartridge, which has came to be called
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the .300 H&H magnum over here. It is
old, senile, and outmoded these days.
At its best it is slightly ahead of the
3006 but not much. The best thing
about the .300 H&H is the empty cas-
ing. It has been the basis for the de-
sign of a number of our better mag-
num cartridges. The casing head has
a big husky belt on it and this length-
ened rim contributes any number of
well understood advantages. It facili-
tates the chore of headspacing, makes
for a stronger closure of the breech,
and accounts for a much more sturdy
cartridge.

The old 1914 Holland casing has had
a tremendous effect on the progress
of our most modern sporting car-
tridges. With it as a basis, most of the
Weatherby line of magnum cartridges
have their beginning. Such new num-
bers as the Winchester 458, the .264
magnum, the .338 magnum and more
lately the .300 magnum all trace their
lineage to the English .30 Super. The
most popular of the magnum car-
tridges these days is the 7 mm Rem-
ington Magnum. If you will study the
belted rim and put your micrometer
on the head of the shell, you will find
that parentage traces back in direct
line to the .300 H&H.

Among the .30 caliber loadings there |

is a series of magnum cartridges.
These are the very cream of the thirty
caliber crop; the best; the most de-
sirable; the super performers.

In looking at cartridges, I always
want to know how much the bullet
drops over average game ranges—
that is out to 300 yards. Secondly, and
just as important, how much punch
does the slug retain at those yardages
where the critter is taken. When bul-
let drop and killing power are used as
the primary criteria, you make out a
case for the .30 magnums that simply
cannot be ignored.

The .300 H&H with an 180-gr. bullet
(its best) starts off at 2920 fps and
indicates 3400 ft. lbs. of energy; at
300 yards the bullet has dropped 23.2
inches. The old perennial, the .30'06,
again with the 180 grain, kicks off at
2700 fps and an energy of 2910 ft. lbs.
At 300 yards it has fallen 33.2 inches.

On the score of energy at the 300-yd. |

point the .300 H&H shows 1970 ft. lbs.;

the 06 but 1210.
Best of the .300 magnums is the
Weatherby; the case is. bigger, holds

more powder, and drives the 180-gr.
bullet faster. The .300 WM starts off
at 3245 fps with 4200 ft. lbs. of energy.
At 300 yards, the drop of the bullet is

PLATE YOUR GUNS

With This Inexpensive Kit, You Can Dress Up
Your Guns with Gold, Silver or Nickel

GOLD AND SILVER PLATE HANDGUNS AND
LOl\a ARMS LI L

All Wisconsin Electroplaters are complete. All
you need is 3 dry batteries. Instructions with
every setf.

Make money — Save Money.

Do your own plating.

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE — POSTPAID —
QUICK SERVICE

Additional materials always available
at low cost.

ORDER YOUR
WISCOMSIN ELECTROPLATER TODAY

WISCONSIN PLATERS SUPPLY CO.

3256 Milwaukee St., Madiion, Wis.

- LN
BOLT BENDING BLOCKS |

Bend Mauser, Springfield and Jap bolts with just
one set of blocks. A must for every gunsmith,
amateur or professional. Our newly designed
milled-steel block will withstand forging without
disforming or breaking. All bolt camming surfaces
and locking lugs are completely protected from

heat. Price fbu[t Insert not shown) $22.50
Mail TS5c fo 4 page gunsmith supply eataloa.

FRANK MI‘ITERMEIER, INC,, (Est. 1936)

3577 E. Tremont Ave., New York &5, N.Y.

DENMARK
Excl. U.S. Dist
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Write for catalog
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GET THE BEST— GET BISONITE! |

RI-88A GUNSMITH'S
RIFLE BEDDING KIT |

h
Designed for nifles suc
as E!agmsm Calibers
308348, etc. :

R1.888 SPORTSMAN
RIFLE BEDDING KIT

Designed for 219 Zipper, 220 Swift,

22 Targel, elc.

the finest KT
Research has made these t PER
Kits on the market. Special feature: ¢

tes before setting up OEEUTs.
'i'.ua:lhm:il peds 4.6 or more rifles. s4.95

JET GUN BLUE !

: 4 . much reseaech l I:
E € 200 N

STOCKPOLISH AND
BARREL PRESERVATIVE '& FOREARM INLAY PASTE

STOCK FINISH

Teugh, ciear ghoss, arresips
Lant crethane finsh.

$1.00

Etches metal fo gwve '
permanent finish  Re
ieased to shooters after |

4-0z.
bottle

| SILVER ALLOY STOCK

Ebiminates fngerprints, rusd, efe.
Wipe on aad wape off foi 3-month l
profechion of metal parts

|
sottie $1.50 |

Now gon buM con easily
ilay gr i
g

w5305

All Prices Postpaid — Money-Back Guarantee — Send Check or Money Order to
Dealer Inquiries Invited
BISONITE CO., INC.
In Canada: Ellwood Epps, Clinton, Ont

2250 Military Rd., P.O. Box 84, Buffalo, N. Y. 14217

BISHOP'S Springle
NEW CATALOG GUNSTOCKS y

AT YOUR
DEALER

U.S. M190343 "
for Rifles and Shotguns — YOU MUST SEE IT!
Leader in creating distinctive stocks — Functional Design

OR SEND 25c¢c FOR MAILING TO:
E. C. BISHOP & SON, INC. P. 0. Box 7, Warsaw,Mo 6535 5 Dept. J59R

GUN
ENGRAVING
REVIEW

By
E. C. PRUDHOMME

This is the new, enlarged second edi-
tion of the only complete reference
ever published on engraved quns and
the classic engraver's art,

Almost 200 poges of crystal cleor pic-
tures illustrating the artistry of over
100 engravers. Detailed descriptions
of engraving styles and inlays. Com-
plete information how to evaluate en-
graved guns before you buy or sell.
This bock has enabled several collec-
tors to make unusual buys of rare guns
because of their ability to recognize
valuable engraving. Basic step by step
instructions for beginning gun engrav-
ers plus illustrations and techniques
for inlays of precious metals.

16 full coler, full page illustrations of
some of the world’'s most handsome
firearms. These superb color prints
won two of the nation’s highest print-
ing awards and are treasured collec-
tors’ items.

dust-

Library-bound with full color

jacket. Less than tweo thousand copies |
available. $21.95 shipped postage
paid.

rBook Department, GUNS Magozine GB-2 }
| 8150 N. Central Park Avenue |

] | Skokie, lilinois 60076

Send my copy of GUM ENGRAVING REVIEW right OWGV-l
ICheck or money order enclosed for §21.95. |
|

| Name. == |
; |

| Address |
) , |

tate. Zip. I
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21 inches, the energy is 2448 ft. lbs.
Note this is twice that of the .30°06
with identical 180-gr. slug.

The second best of the .300s is the
308 Norma Magnum. With 180-gr. it
spins out at 3100 fps, with an energy
quotent of 3840 ft. lbs. At 300 yards
the fall is only 21.4 inches; energy at
this yardage is 2427 ft. Ibs. The .300
Winchester Magnum, the third of the
super cartridges, shapes up like this:
Muzzle velocity with the 180-gr. bul-
let stands at 3070 fps, muzzle energy
amounts to 3770 ft. lbs.: drop at 300
yvards is 22.4 inches, energy at this
range is 2380 ft. Ib.

The flat shooting load accounts for
more hits. This is precisely why we
seek out the .300 magnum. It shoots
flatter than anything else in the thirty
caliber field, and indeed shoots as flat
as any of the hunting calibers. The
popular 7 mm Remington magnum,
currently the hottest thing going, fires
a 175-gr. bullet at 3070 fps, with an
energy at muzzle of 3660 ft. Ib. The
drop at 300 yards is 26.8 inches and
energy at this distance stands at 2290
ft. 1b. All the .300’s, even the Win-
chester, do better than this.

It would seem from these ballistics
data that everyone would beat a path
to the door of the .300 magnum, ac-
tually they do not. The .300, despite
all its virtues, enjoys only a so-so sort
of popularity. One reason for this is
that there is a good deal of recoil
wrapped up in the .300 loading.

he .300 Weatherby magnum, best of

the supers, delivers up 38 ft. lbs. of
recoil energy. The .308 Norma and the
.300 Winchester magnum are virtually
the same. Now this is quite a fair
wallop. The .30°06, by comparison is
light indeed, only 20.31 ft. lbs. The
308 (7.62 NATO) is practically the
same. A 12 gauge load with 314 drams
of powder and 115 oz. of shot in a 7 1b.
gun will kick 24.2 ft. lbs. Everybody
thinks the 12 is quite a punisher, and
it is mentioned here so that there is
basis for comparison. The .300 mag-
num has 33 per cent more back wallop
than this shotgun.

For the outdoorsman who wants the
best rifle for the game fields, not only
of America but around the world, the
selection of a .30 and preferably the
300 is about as near an approach as
can be made to the all-around all-
purpose shooting iron. If he can take
the recoil this is a natural. If he
knows he cannot, and few of us fool
ourselves about that glass jaw we may
have, then he should fight shy of the
magnums in the .30 classification and
stick with that old time-honored work
horse the '06. After all, this venerable

number has proven itself .I

over these past 65 years.
FEBRUARY 1969
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CUSTOM PISTOL GRIPS

(Continued from page 39)

While not designed for hard usage,
one of the prettiest sets I have seen
are on my old GI .45 ACP. Made in
Korea, they definitely are of oriental
design. Black, they have a dragon in-
laid in the right grip and a stalking
tiger in the left. Both inlays are sea-
shells of some sort, and most attrac-
tive though not overly durable. Part
of the shell on the tiger is starting to
crack out, s0o when the gun is taken
out to use these grips are replaced by
the conventional GI type.

My silver and brass plated .45 auto
sports a set of Herrett's Presentation
Grade Shooting Stars from Herrett’s,
Box 741, Twin Falls, Idaho. They are
of light, well grained, beautiful wal-
nut, sans checkering. Very pretty,
and functional as well. They are de-
signed to fit either hand equally well,
and do a nice job of it. As does
Cloyce, Herret also makes a com-
plete line of custom grips for just
about any handgun you might have.
However, from what I have seen, and
from what other pistoleros have said,
it seems that the finish and fitting on
Cloyce’s stocks is generally superior
to that of Herrett’s.

My two-inch Colt Cobra, .38 Special
sports a set of walnut “Enforcer” grips
put out by Caray Sales Co., Fort Lee,
N. J. They make combat grips of
either walnut or rosewood for all
series of Smith & Wesson revolvers,
Colt double action revolvers, and the
Colt .38 and .45 ACPs. While they
look unusually large on the small
Cobra, they fit both the gun and my
hand beautifully, and most certainly
are a big help in controlling the lit-
tle gun, especially in fast, double ac-
tion shooting. With an oil finish, they
are extremely attractive.

Mustang of Sunnymead, Calif., also
puts out a good line of grips for Smith
& Wesson and Colt double actions, as
well as for the .45 ACP. I have a set
of their large frame grips with flare
on a Smith & Wesson 337. Designed
to fit either hand, these grips have
large, well defined grooves for each
finger, affording excellent control over
the gun. Mine are of dark African
rosewood, and with the fine oil finish
there is much depth and beauty to the
wood. The old gun is worn and
doesn’t do anything to complement
this set of grips, but I plan one day
soon to gold plate it. With a good
gold plate on the gun, and these deep
red rosewood grips, it should make a
most striking piece.

Incidentally, as you have probably
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noticed by now, with the exception
of the turquoise and silver grips, all
that I have mentioned thus far are
made of wood—either walnut or rose-
wood. I am prejudiced, most strongly,
in favor of wood for grips. Especially
when carried in a belt holster, the
grips take considerable abuse and
wood is far less susceptible to crack-
ing, chipping, splitting and breaking
than are most of the plastic ones. Over
the years, I have had many varieties
of plastic, hard rubber, etc., grips,
and I still have a few sets of them,
but I much prefer wood. It may be
either checkered or plain, and I like
a good oil finish. Also, wood weighs
a little more than do the artificials,
helping to reduce the recoil slightly
and make the sixgun balance a little
better. 1 have, however, seen some
of natural stag that I liked quite well.

Leonard Ross, a cousin of mine up
in Wyoming, has been a rifle and
shotgun nut for as long as I can re-
member, but just recently developed
an interest in handguns. I was up that
way on a varmint safari and was quite
surprised when I stopped by to see
him and he produced a few sixguns
for me to look over. His rifles have
always been his pride and joy and
without exception he has restocked
them all. Most of the stocks are of
exceptionally good wood and many of
them feature beautiful and delicate
inlays. Because of this, I wasn't too
surprised to see the elk horn grips on
a 1911 Colt. Polished and blued, the
old gun looked good, but the natural
elk grips really set it off. They were
slightly thicker than is the normal
grip for the .45 ACP, felt good, and
because of the additional width, recoil
is distributed over a greater area and
isn't nearly as noticeable. In addition,
the natural “grain” of the antlers
works about as well as checkering to |
help provide a firm, non-slip grip on
the gun.

Ivory works very nicely for grips,
especially I think, when it's carved.
A steer’s head, eagle, or grizzly all
make beautiful figures in a good,
dense set of ivory grips. In addition
they help maintain a good grip on the
gun without twisting or slippage. As
the ivory (which is heavy—one of the
reasons I like it) ages and turns to a
mellow yellowish color, I think the
beauty of the grips is enhanced even
more.

If you would like to turn out cus-
tom grips with your own hands, Bone
Grip, P. O. Box 2122, El Cajon, Calif., |

First Choice of
Champion Shooters the
5 World Over.

C’@)

Precision-carved to fit your hond pattern.
Our stocks are made for all Taraet Shooters,
Law Enforcement officers and Sportsmen.
(Dealers Inquiries Invited—Send For Free
Brochure)

CLOYCE'S
GUN STOCKS

Box 1133
Twin Falls, Idaho
83301

CONVERSION KIT

REPOWER with o & or
V-8 Engine. Heavy Duty
ADAPTORS for using
Car, Compact and some
Truck Engines. Conver-
sion Kits $45.35 to $56.90.
Want fast action? Give
us FULL INFORMATION. Send $15.00 Dep. and
we will ship correct kit, bol. COD. Send full
amount for prepaid shipment. Wire, phone or
write today. Details FREE.

MORE THAN 10,000 KITS IN USE
HOOSIER MACHINE PRODUCTS CO.
313 G. S.E. 6th St. Phone 276-3442
Pendleton, Ore. 97801

Your trophies go with you wherever

you hunt with STUDS

Ideal gift. Records kill for proud hunter.

Beautifully embossed.

Caribou  Elk Mule Deer

wCougar Deer Coyote Brown Bear
Beoar Skunk Grizzly Bear

Moose Javalina Mountain Sheep
Wolf Antelope Mountain Goat

GOLD $4.25 ¢a,, MackT. Daer

Turkey

€a. inc. tax,
af steres or erder
direct. Neo. c.o.d's.

Ty
R. J. COFFEY [/
Dept. 2-507A - 1222 Main Ave.
San Antonio, Texas 78212

HOUSE
OF SWORDS

America’s newest and finest dealer
in edged weapons and firearms. Full
color catalogue. $1.00 Address:
823 Walnut, Kansas City, Missouri
64106. Major find in Europe makes
it possible to offer over 4.000 fine
swords circa 1650 to 1870 - Eng
lish, French, German, Spanish, etc.

HOUSE OF SWORDS

823 Walnut
Northeast Corner - 9th & Walnut
Kansas City, Missonri 64106
816 - 421-4516
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— ORDER BY MAIL —
BRAHMA

“Glove soft—mule skin tuff.”
Tops and vamps of smooth
side out retan leather, fully
leather lined., nylon stitching
with undershot heel and nar-
row round toe. A boot that
ean take hard wear. 127
or 4" tops.  No. 70

147 $30%
FREE CATALOG

\\’m o rt]u:m. please give shoe size and width,
i m rement, foot tracing taken “ith—
« and ii tep is regular. hi a.u
% thru 14 or 1'1!‘ meis

Am?m' &.

LOCKING
PISTOL
CABINET

Locks and displays up to 10 weapons
Simple, safe, beautiful - it locks and displays weapons

of any size, antique or modern. Arrange or rearrange
pistols at will - nateral beige or red burlap (specify)
conceals hanger heles in back panel. Special rubber
coated screw-in hangers safequard guns, Large drawer
for ammo, cleaning gear, etc. One key unlocks drawer
and unbreakable sliding plexiglass front. Here js clean,
unobstructed display for the finest hand guns - ideal for
other displays, too. 3034"W. 24"H. &“D. In rich
grained honey tone pine or maple, antique pine or wal-
nut finish. $34.95 Exp. Chgs. Col. COMPLETE KIT:
Easy assembly - at nearly half the price. $22.25 Post-
paid. Add $1.50 West of Miss. This is but one of our
many exclusive designs. Write for free details of our
complete line of original, patented, safe-lock sun racks
and cabinets - floor, wall and table models.

BEAUTIFUL NEW FREE CATALOG - 1000 PIECES
Finished and Kit Furniture in Friendly Pine

- @)dlivuse

Include %
NOT =0LD
IN STORES

Dept. P2-9
North Conwuy, N.H.

THE

/o en f//d on

Anti-recoil Gun Barvel

The de-kicker de luxe that is precision
machined inte your rifle barrel, avoiding
unsightly hang-ons. Controlled escape for
highest liﬂeliz braking, minimum blast ef-
fect and practically ne jump. All but pre-
vents jet thrust (secondary recoil). Guar-
anteed workmanship. Folder.
counts.

PENDLETON GUNSHOP
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and Canadian Pat.
Cmnpl tte job as shown for
Most guns $35 & $40

Dealer dis-

1200-10 §. W. Hailey
Ave., Pendleton, Ore,

-
-

may have what you are after. They
supply a basic handgrip form made
of 707 ground bone adhered with re-
sin. From this basic form you can
saw, file, sand, drill and carve until
you've got exactly what suits you.
And one of the expecially good fea-
tures about Bone Grips is the price—
vou can afford to slip up once or twice
on your way to the final perfect grip.

Without doubt, my favorite set of
grips are those that are pictured on
the opening page of this article. Filler
grips aren’t too often used on single
action six-guns, but especially if the
gun is being used for target work,
they hold a distinct advantage over
the conventional ones. These grips,
on my old .357 Ruger, were made to
fit my hand by Cloyce’s Stocks of
Twin Falls, Idaho. They are of a
beautiful, light, well grained myrtle-

wood. Thunderbirds are inlaid into
both sides and add just enough of a
distinctive touch to really set them
off. The finish is such that it adds
great depth to the wood and it almost
seems that you can look right into it.
These grips, more than any I have
ever seen, are functional, beautiful,
and highly distinctive. They are truly
a fine example of the stock maker’s
art!

Custom grips can be designed to fit
your individual hand, and aid materi-
ally in improving your shooting. They
can dress up an otherwise drab sixgun
and make it a thing of beauty. They
can add an air of distinction, person-
ality and personal taste to your gun.
They can be either functional or
beautiful, or both. Try a set that
suits your hand and taste—

I think you'll be glad you did. -

GUNS AT LAUGHERY CREEK

(Continued from page 49)

100- and 200-yard targets for the big
Slug Guns. Monstrous weapons, they
usually range upward from 45 caliber
and often weigh as much as 50-60
pounds. They can’t be fired except
from substantial rests and some burn
as much as 200 grains of powder per
shott These are precision-built
“shooting machines” developed purely
for maximum accuracy from rest.
They have no other purpose in life.
They are successful in that they pro-
duce better accuracy than any other
type of muzzle-loading arm. Care-
fully hand-swaged lead bullets, se-
lected for perfection and precisely
covered with paper patches are
required,

The gun alone isn't enough. The
shooter must not only be a top marks-
man, he must literally know the gun
and its idiosyncrasies inside out. The
slug gun is known for being the most
temperamental of all firearms. It de-
mands absolute uniformity of every-
thing, including the number of
patches used to clean it. Powder
charges even change—what works in
Spring may have to be cut or in-
creased five grains for Fall or Winter
shooting. If you frustrate easily, don’t
take up the slug gun, or you'll be
couch-bait for certain.

Almost as impressive, but somewhat
less fussy are the heavy roundball
match rifles shot from rest. They, too,
tend toward large calibers and barrels
so heavy a man wishes for help carry-
ing the gun to the line. They'll be
found there in both flint and percus-
sion persuasion, normally fitted only
with iron sights.

On down the line, you'll begin to
run into less specialized guns—the
typical Kentucky being shot offhand
at 50 yards and the heavy Hawken-
type Plains Rifles being shot in the
“Buffalo” matches. For this, a paper
buffalo target is used and the shooter
plants himself on his haunches with his
rifle barrel settled in the “X" formed

_%!

A contestant concentrates on getting
just the right load in his Remington.

by a pair of crossed sticks stuck in the
ground—ijust like the hide hunters did
it nearly a century ago. Most use a
large-caliber, heavy-barrel, half-stock
rifle with lots of black powder driving
the patched round ball.

On this part of the line, you'll en-
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counter many people in full period
costume, The long-rifle fanciers set
more store by such things than do the
rest shooters,

Don’t get the idea there are only
men on this line. In getting this far
along you'll have passed a number of
ladies, ranging from pony-tailed, pert
sub-teens to portly dowagers in poke
bonnets. They have one thing in com-
mon—they can shoot, some of them
better than their menfolk who often
help in loading their long, unwieldy
firepieces. One fellow told me he took
up slug gun shooting because his wife
beat him with all the other guns! I
noted one pretty lass in particular this
vear. For three days, she shot con-
tinuously in Buffalo style, wearing
thicker bandages each day on her
cheek and jaw. Each time that heavy
rifle roared and rocked her back on her
attractive haunches, the stock peeled a
wee mite more skin from her face.
She’ll do to take along! Don't know
what she would do on the Mekong
Delta with an M16. but she sure could
make that Plains Rifle sit up and beg.

By far the most picturesque, sur-
passed only by the official 1968 Piper
in full Highland dress (Fighting
Stuart Tartan), were the trappers and
mountain men mentioned in our be-
ginning. The Illinois contingent had
marched 125 miles in 5 days over the
4th of July, retracing George Rogers
Clark’s route for their State’s Ses-
quicentennial celebration—all in full
buckskin and moccasins, yet! Try
that some time if you think your feet
are tough.

Perhaps more colorful, but no less
authentic, was the Oklahoma con-
tingent, represented by Lee Good of
Tulsa, in full Shoshone array.

These lads came, complete with
teepees, primarily to compete in the
Primitive matches. Most intriguing of
them is the Seneca, designed to simu-
late as accurately as possible a line
scout’s running fight with numerous
enemies. The course winds several
hundred yvards along a primeval creek
deep in the timbered hills. Along the
course are five half-hidden targets.
The contestant must run on signal full
tilt up the trail, spot each target, stop,
load his flintlock, fire, hit, and then
gallop on to the next. When its all
over and if he hasn't lost his ramrod,
broken a leg, or failed to spot and
shoot at all targets, he's scored on
both elapsed time and marksmanship.
It takes flying feet, runner’s wind,
superb shooting, unusual dexterity,
and a goodly portion of Dame For-
tune’s precious commodity to win
this one. If vou think it sounds easy,
just drop down to Friendship some
week-end and try to follow Max
Vickery, long-legged Chief Range Of-
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ficer, over the course. Regular com-

petitors train all year round just for |

this one match, even running bare-
foot in the woods.

Other primitive events consist of
“Shooting the Cross,” both off-hand
and resting over a log; tomahawk and
knife throwing, ete. These boys seem
every bit as good as some of our
legendary frontier heroes.

At the right flank of the roofed fir-
ing line, we find the handgunners— |
the pistoleros with every manner of
short gun one can imagine. A partial
list of what was being used in '68:
Colt .45 automatic converted to per-
cussion single shot; hand-made ex-
ternal copy of the rare Cookson flint-
lock magazine pistol; numerous Navy
Arms copies of Remington Civil War
revolvers; replicas of Colt Army and
Navy sidearms; various home-made
flint and percussion single shots, some
with understriker locks, backward-
striking locks, straight-line strikers,
ete., ad infinitum. Some were finished
like works of art, others looked as if
they'd been half-finished, tossed on
the ash heap, and then retrieved just
in time for the Matches.

The many original designs and con-
versions (like the .45 Auto) indicate
the handgunners are more inventive
and unconventional in thought than
long-gun fanciers. Some of the
matches reflect this feeling, too. Night
shooting, for example. Dimly-lighted
conventional targets, crosses, even ap-
ples dangling from strings, deflated
many a daylight ego. Just try cutting
a vertical string or a playing card
with a caplock revolver some dark |
night, and you'll see what they were |

NEW FORMULA!

SOLID GUN
e BLUE CREME

Instant bluing in a
jar. Wipe on — chemi-
cally produces a deep
even bluing that can

be blended into orig-
inal blue.
Won't streak, spot or
rub off. Gives a rich
mirror like finish as
you rub it in.

$1.96 pp

Jet-Aer Corporation, Paterson, New Jersey 07324 usa
excl. Canadian dist., Canadian Ind. Ltd., Montreal, Que,,

FULLY FINISHED STOCKS
S ¢ ey
EACH 522.15 plus $1.25 postage

TOMIZE YOUR MILITARY RIFLE WITH A
EgsI.LY-INLET’fED WALNUT SPORTER‘STOCK.
Custorn walnut Monte Carlo stock precisely in-
letted and ready for immediate fitting. Hand
checkered pistol grip and forend. Especially suit-
able for scope-mounted ritles. 1-piece stocks avail-
able for: Springfield Mauser Models 93, 95, 98;
E.M. 98, Sako, Sav. 110, B.5.A., Enfield US P-14,
P-17 Also 2 pc. stock for Lee Enfield No. 1
Mark 111, No. 4 & No. 5 Jungle Carbine.

NRA GOOD

RARE SIKH ot
SWORDS —ey
ONLY $19.50 EACH—PAIR %$35.00

4 n CENTURY old
O

Add T3¢ per sword for prepald delivery.

CENTURY ARMS, INC. Dept. G
3 Federal Street, St. Albans, Vermont 05478

by F. Wilkinson

and other details.

Book Department, GUNS Magazine
8150 N. Central Park Ave.
Skokie, TII. 60076

FLINTLOCK PISTOLS

The Secretary of the British Arms and
Armour Society—with commissioned
photos from the U.S., England, France,
Germany, Italy, Scotland, Spain—describes
the changes in styles and decorations over
the three centuries of the flintlock’s use

by soldiers, pioneers, householders, and
highwaymen the world over. Includes
single, double, triple barrels; spring
bayonets . . . diagrams of lock mechanisms

S

$4.95

Send my copy of FLINTLOCK PISTOLS right away. GB-1
Cheek or money order enclosed for $1.95
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY _s STATE = Al Y T >
665
063




THE BRAND-NEW,
COMPLETELY REVISED
1969 REDBOOK OF
USED GUN VALUES
IS READY AND

WAITING FOR YOU!

revisep 1963 epimion

REDBOOK

OF USED GUN
VALUES

PUBLISHED BY

Guns

MAGATINE

" INCLUDING
VALUABLE

GUN BUYER'S
.. DIRECTORY

NOW
ONLY

$2.50

It's bigger, better and more comprehensive than
ever before. Compiled by the editors of GUNS
Magazine, "The Finest in the Firearms Field,"”
the all new 1969 REDBOOK is designed to help
you be a careful, knowledgeable buyer and
trader on the gun market. You'll know what to
look for, how much your own firearms are actu-
ally worth, and how to bargain for the best
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up against. That basketball-size blos-
som of orange-yellow muzzle flame
sure plays hell with one’s night vision
—and subsequent shots.

During my hours on the pistol
range, single-shot guns seemed to
predominate, and all manner of ideas
were in use to achieve maximum ac-
curacy. The owner of the Cookson
copy mentioned used pre-engraved
bullets to avoid seating and ramming
deformation. They were of wadcutter
form, hand-swaged in a die made
from a piece of the same rifled barrel
fitted to the gun. Apparently lubri-
cated with graphite and shot without
any patch. they did right well in that
unusual gun. The straight-line pistols
were designed for maximum ignition
speed and to place the barrel as low
to the hand as possible.

Revolver shooters seemed to have
the most fun. though. After all, they
were the only people there with re-
peating guns. Some shot their slow-
matches using the same care-
fully-loaded chamber for every shot.
They'd tested the gun to know which
chamber had a slight accuracy edge
over the others. All I watched meas-
ured light powder charges carefully,
then metered over them a filler charge
of Cream of Wheat or Corn Meal. This
served to allow firm seating of the
ball without placing it too far from
the forcing cone of the barrel.

By far the most prevalent revolvers
were Navy Arms reproductions of the
Remington .44 Army and .36 Navy
guns of Civil War note. Many were
fitted up the Micro or similar micro-
meter-type rear sights and towering
front blades. Custom-made grips were
in evidence, but not nearly to the ex-
tent seen on comparable cartridge
guns in competition.

The handgunners shot steadily ev-
ery day of the week-long matches,
and some arrived a week early for

daily practice.

Out in the open
the line are two
fields where 10-, 20-, and 25-bird
matches are held. Practically any
front-loading scatter-gun one ecan
carry to the line may be used. though
those who show up with 6- or 8-
gauge cannons draw a few frowns.
Even so, the careful, methodical
shooters with 14- and 12-gauge guns
throwing 7{ or 1 ounce of shot seem
to usually come out on top. I watched
one friendly old gentleman break 26
straight, moving unhurriedly back to
the loading shed after each shot. I
can show you plenty of Sunday shoot-
ers who can’t do that well with the
most modern $1200 trap gun and the
best factory-loaded ammo.

For safety’s sake, all shotguns must
be charged back at the open-sided
loading shed which is fenced in to
keep out spectators and curious fin-
ger-pokers. Shooters leave all their
gear on the loading benches when
moving up to shoot. Anyone question-
ing the advisability of these precau-
tions might just take a look at a
ramrod hole in the shed roof. Some-
one—we won't say who—got a wee
bit careless with his loading and a
lingering ember in the bore caused a
sudden boom as he lost his ramrod
(and composure) through the roof.

Whether you regard muzzle-loading
afficionados as quaint throw-backs or
serious students of marksmanship,
you can’t avoid admitting they can
shoot. And, they have fun while about
it. I'll bet a fifth of good scotch whis-
key that many a budding ulcer has
been wiped out by days or weeks
spent leisurely afield with long-rifle
or front-loading fowling piece. You
can't ask much more than that of a
hobby, especially when it's fun, and

an occasional buckskin mini- .i

skirt shows up. too.

at the far right of
conventional trap

TWO PATHS TO GUN CONTROL

(Continued from page 29)

publicized by both the city’'s news-
papers, the independently-owned
Chronicle and the Hearst Examiner.
Governor Reagan, however, pointed
out at a press conference that it would
make the solution of some gun-com-
mitted crimes more difficult or even
impossible as eriminals would be able
to dispose of “hot” guns without the
necessity of answering the usual em-
barrassing police questions.

Except for such weapons, it is
doubtful that any criminal turned in
his gun. Nor is it any more likely

that the arsenals of the militant ex-
tremists were stripped. The guns that
were turned in ranged from inop-
erable World War II souvenirs to rel-
ics inherited by widows from their
late husbands: although they included
a bazooka in good working condition
and a handful of shotguns and rifles
from guilt-ridden sportsmen. In the
end, the city managed to collect 1,943
guns, and cynics pointed out that this
was hardly an impressive number
considering that there is an estimated
200,000 privately-owned guns in San
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Francisco.

Nevertheless, Mayor Alioto pro-
claimed the drive an unqualified suc-
cess, and said that he planned to call
for more voluntary gun collections in
the future. The paramount question
in certain San Francisco circles last
summer was what was to be done
with the 1.943 guns already collected,
and the newspapers ran frequent bul-
letins on the various suggestions.
Alioto himself provided the winning
one. He said that the gun metal
should be melted down, and the San
Francisco sculptor, Benny Bufano,
famed equally for his grotesquely-
modernistic sculpture and his left-
leaning political views, would then
use it to make a statue dedicated to
peace.

When it became obvious that des-
pite all of the ballyhoo voluntary gun
collections weren't going to diminish
gun ownership appreciably, a fresh-
man member of the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors, named Robert
Mendelsohn, introduced a bill for com-
pulsory gun registration. It provided
that rifles and shotguns as well as
handguns must be registered. Gun
owners were required to pay a licens-
ing fee of $2.00 per gun, gun collec-
tors a flat fee of $15 for their collec-
tion. As could be expected, both
newspapers heartily supported this
legislation. and Alioto put the power-
ful prestige of the mayor’s office be-
hind it. Its passage, therefore was a
foregone conclusion.

However, a group of San Francisco
gun clubs retained attorney J. Ed-
ward Fleishell to fight it. Fleishell
lost in San Francisco Superior Court
where Judge Andrew J. Eyman found
that there were no constitutional con-
siderations involved. But, the Cali-
fornia Court of Appeals didn’t agree,
and immediately granted Fleishell a
temporary injunction against the gun
law. The city interpreted this to mean
that the gun law was in eflfect until
the final hearing. But Presiding
Judge, Daniel R. Shoemaker. took the
unusual step of informing San Fran-
cisco that that was not what the court
meant, and ordering that all enforce-
ment of the gun law be stopped until
the court had a chance to study the
constitutional issues.

Meanwhile, a gun law of an en-
tirely different nature was introduced
into the California State Legislature
by State Senator Milton Marks of San
Francisco. Marks, a Republican, had
been elected to the State Senate from
over-whelmingly Democratic San
Francisco with the vigorous support
and help of Governor Reagan, He was
formerly an assemblyman and a su-
perior court judge. His experience in
the latter position, he claimed, led
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him to believe in the hard approach
to gun-committed crimes.

Marks’ bill first plugged up an ex-
isting loop-hole in previous gun laws
in the state. These laws had treated
only handguns and certain weapons
such as sawed-off shotguns as guns
when a crime such as armed robbery
was committed. Under the new legis-
lation, all guns including rifles and
standard shotguns were included. But
he went beyond this, and provided
that even the threatened or simulated
use of a gun—a toy pistol or a hand
in a criminal’s pocket—would be cov-
ered under the new law.

The gist of Marks' gun-control law
was the provision that the use or
threatened use of a gun be considered
as a second crime with a separate
penalty. In other words, an armed
robber would be sentenced first for
robbery, and secondly for using or
threatening to use a gun in the com-
mission of the crime. Knowing the
leniency of some judges, the law
provided that the sentences must run
consecutively, and not concurrently.
The sentences were likewise manda-
tory, and ranged from not less than
five years for the first offense to not
less than twenty five years for sub-
sequent convictions.

After its passage, it might be noted
that both the Examiner and Chronicle
gave Marks' gun law the same vocal
editorial support they had given
Alioto's abortive efforts. Somehow,
they missed the point that two such
contradictory approaches could not
both be right, but lacked the sense of
selectivity to choose between them.

As this is written, the California
Court of Appeal, in unanimous deci-
sion of its three judges, declared the
San Francisco registration law uncon-
stitutional. However, city officials
have announced that San Francisco
will appeal this decision to the State
Supreme Court.

The tragedy of all this is twofold.
First, that such an important question
should become a partisan issue. Sec-
ondly, that when the statistics of the
future show which of these two laws
served best to reduce ecrime, those
who perpetrated the poor law may no
longer be available to
account for their actions.

Guaranteed
10 Years!

‘\ o . =

fingre
Hal

i g - o TS
% \ 5 T, Hals
.-/ anced for target throwin IF BROKEN
(,- WITHIN 10 YEARS WE LL REPLACE
5 AT NO CHARGE! Use 30 days. b H
not p i

4 . Only B1.08 plt
ORDER NOW! 1 £
m Ave., Dept, RC-1140,
. Established 1936,

NEW!

CARTRIDGE BRASS
SO DURABLE IT SETS
A NEW STANDARD
OF QUALITY FOR
RIFLE RELOADERS

Now . . cartridge brass
made especially for the
reloader! So tough it

doubles case life (even
using maximum loads).
Now available in the
following calibers:

222 Remington, 243 Winchester, 270
Winchester, 7x57 Mauser, 7mm Reming-
ton Magnum, 30-30 Winchester, 300 Sav-
age, 308 Winchester, 30-06 Springfield,
300 Winchester Magnum, B8x57 Mauser.

d

Manuf ing for the rel

is Speer's only business.

Distributed solely in the U.5. by Speer, Inc.
P.O. Box 641, Lewiston, Idaho 83501

40 TIMBERED ACRES
$1650 TOTAL PRICE
WASH. IDAHO MONT.

$50 Down - $25 month, in Northern
Idaho, Northeastern Washington,
and Western Montana. In the heart
of lakes and big game country. All
covered with growing timber. Ac-
cess, Title insurance with each
tract. This is select land with natu-
ral beauty, recreational and invest-
ment values. We have tracts of

many types and sizes from which

to choose, including beautiful
Northwest Waterfront property on
the Pend Oreille, Priest and Kettle
Rivers, and property on Pend Oreille
Lake. Your inspection welcomed.
Write us for free list, maps and com-
plete information. Write to: Dept.
RB.

(N s

REFOR'ESTA'I'ION

: [ P.O. Box 8146, Spokane, Wash, 99203

65



VIET CONG ROCKETS

(Continued from page 21)

[1,000 meters, 155 meters less than the
105. The 122 mm continues to destroy
millions of dollars worth of planes on
every airbase in Vietnam.

“l don’t think anyone has ever sat
down and figured out how many mil-
lions of dollars worth of equipment
and how many lives the V.C. have
destroyed in rocket attacks,” a MACV
(Military Assistance Command Viet-
nam) Public Information Officer told
this reporter while sitting at the bar
of the Rex Hotel in Saigon. “But the
figture must be fantastic. See that
plaza over there,” he pointed. “Last
vear the Vietnamese held a celebra-
tion and the Admiral couldn’t make
it so he selected another officer to
represent him. Two minutes after the
ceremony began Charlie fired a 140
mm rocket and it exploded less than
ten feet from the officer.”

Rockets, like any weapon, have a
very personal meaning to men who
are meant to be on the receiving end
of them.

“I was sitting in my bunker during
an attack at a small base we had built
near the Cambodian border.” Sgt.
Johnny Bishop, a member of an Army

Special Forces said, “when this huge
object crashed through the roof and
landed at my feet. It was dark so I
flicked my cigarette lighter on and al-
most had a heart attack. There stuck
in the ground was a Viet Cong 122
mm rocket. The damn thing was only
about nine inches from me and a
Vietnamese employed by the C.LA.
We just sat there and prayed until the
attack was over. I can laugh about it
now but it wasn't so funny then.”

American fighting men have always
had a unique sense of humor which in
many cases is born out of a necessity
to release immediate tensions. How-
ever, the thing that scares them the
most is the unknown. Before most of
our service men are sent to Vietnam
they are rushed through a “weapons
familiarization course” and given a
glimpse of enemy weapons used in
South East Asia. It is not until they
finally go into battle that they realize
what they are up against.

“So you were asked to find out how
many different V.C. rockets are used
against our troops and how effective
they are,” a bald Marine Captain said.
“Well, I've gone to most of the intel-

ligence briefings during the past eight
months and I don’t think anyone
knows. A lot of the weapons used by
the Viet Cong are left over from the
French occupation. Other weapon sys-
tems date back to the Japanese occu-
pation during World War II, and al-
though the V.C. are forced to make
their own ammunition for these weap-
ons they are still fairly effective.”

o B
~
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come from other Communist coun-
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Effective range of the 87 mm is about
180 meters with a maximum armor
penetration of five inches.

The Czechoslovakian 120 mm has an
effective range of 100 meters with a
penetration rate of seven inches. The
120 mm shell is fired from a 45 mm
launcher from which a good portion
of the projectile protrudes once the
veapon is loaded. The 120 firing sys-
tem is an electromagneto. Standing
behind the 120 when it is fired is al-
most as dangerous as standing in front
of it. As the rocket leaves the launch-
er, a stream of metal filings is ejected
under pressure through the rear of
the tube.

In addition to rockets, at least a
dozen and a half different types of
recoilless rifles and mortars are being
used by the Viet Cong and North
Vietnamese against allied troops.

The fact that the Asiatic race is
skilled with these weapons is not un-
usual. Rockets were said to be in-

beams transmit signals to a scope over
which two azimuth and range strobes
are installed. The heart of the system,
a highly sophisticated computer, de-
termines the location of the weapon
and the information is sent to the
officer in charge. The system sounds
good on paper but some servicemen
point out that by the time the officer
receives the position of the rocket
launcher, the enemy may have already
moved to a new location.

The radar system is being designed
so that it will fit into a vehicle. Three
years ago the Army junked a similar
project in which it had invested sev-
eral million dollars because the radar
weighed 60,000 pounds and would
have been heavier when completed.

Today American G.Ls are using the
same methods to locate V.C. rocket
teams their fathers used in the First
and Second World Wars.

“We string several microphones up
in the compound,” a technician at Cu

The 122 mm rocket launcher used by VC to shell military bases.

vented more than 725 years ago when

Chinese inventor whose name has
apparently been lost to history manu-
factured the first rockets ever fired in
anger,

Viet Cong rocket teams haunt the
American forces like a fatal disease,
and so far a satisfactory cure has not
been found. “The @-4 radar can
track high trajectory mortar rounds
back to their launchers but it's use-
less against rockets,” an Army re-
search officer said. “We've been work-
ing here at the Combat Development
Command for several years, and may-
be next year or the year after we’ll
find the answer.” The system present-
ly being dev elnped by the Army at
the command’s Fort Belvior, Virginia
headquarters is similar to the Q-4.

An incoming rocket round will fly
through several radar beams. The
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Chi said, “in an effort to pinpoint
range and direction by sound waves.”
The base at Cu Chi is the home of the
25th Infantry and still gets clobbered
by rockets. A favorite target area is
the helicopter landing pad. It attracts
rockets like a giant magnet. So do
other airfields, like Da Nang where
twenty per cent of the Vietnamese
workers employed by the Navy and
Marines are believed to be Viet Cong
or V.C. sympathizers.

The city of Saigon is also a primary
target for V.C. rocket men. Recently
soldiers from the U.S. 9th Division
and the South Vietnamese 25th Divi-
sion were conducting a sweep-and-
destroy operation 16 miles south of
the capital when they captured a
North Vietnamese Officer.

The commander of the VN 25th
regiment deployed with the American
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troops, Lt. Col. Tran Van Huyen,
questioned the young 2nd Lieutenant
for several days. Huyen learned that
the enemy soldier was one of approxi-
mately 150 highly trained North Viet-
namese rocket officers who had infil-
trated South Vietnam through the
Plain of Reeds. A mass infiltration of
rocket specialists could mean only one
thing. The enemy was planning to
shell the hell out of South Vietnam,
and the city of Saigon was a major
target. Huyen's prisoner also spoke
about a “Super Launcher” that would
be used in the attacks, and offered to
lead the South Vietnamese to the vil-
lage of Tan An where one of the
weapons was buried. Huyen quickly
organized a raiding party and led an
assault on the village. Six enemy sol-
diers who had sought refuge in the
small settlement were killed during
a brief but intense firefight and min-
utes later the government soldiers
uncovered hundreds of rocket launch-

er parts buried 18 inches under-
ground.
The Vietnamese had found the

super rocket launcher, but the Ameri-
cans were assigned the task of assem-
bling it.

“We worked all night putting it to-
gether, just like an erector set,” said
Col. Ira Hunt, commander of the 9th
Division’s 1st Brigade.

The 107 mm launcher weighs about
1500 pounds and has 12 tubes grouped
in four vertical rows. Hunt estimated
it requires at least six men to carry
it plus more bearers for the 42 pound
rockets.

“Good God Almighty,” were the
first words uttered by General Creigh-

ton Abrams, Jr., when he saw the
weapon. The senior American Com-
mander was visibly surprised.

The electrically fired weapon can
send its 12 destructive rockets 5500
meters. The deadly projectiles can be
fired singularly or simultaneously by
remote control cables. This means the
operator can be dug in underground,
safe from air strikes, or perhaps 500
vards away from the launcher when it
is fired.

Several years ago, many of the
weapons used by the V.C. were home-
made. Then the Soviets, Chinese and
North Vietnamese began sending
modern arms down the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. Recently American troops have
been quite successful in locating hid-
den enemy supply dumps and this is
putting the squeeze on old Charlie.
He may be hurting but he hasn’t for-
gotten that “necessity is the mother of
invention.” During a recent search-
and-destroy mission, 16 miles south of
Saigon, American soldiers uncovered
what may be the biggest rocket
launcher ever made. The G. Ls who
found the home-made weapon nick-
named it “Trash Can” because it looks
like a giant pregnant garbage can.
The launcher has to be propped up on
wooden sawhorses to be fired and its
220 pound warhead is designed to im-
pede allied shipping along Vietnam’s
many waterways.

“The . V.C. are the most ingenious
enemy we have ever fought,” said
Army Sgt. Bill Jackson as he ex-
amined the Trash Can. “I only wish
they weren't so damn rocket happy.”

“Amen,” muttered his com-

pany commander, “Amen.”

POINT BLANK

(Continued

far distant when the Army will be
firing darning needles. This may well
come to pass.

For years the Army has toyed with
the idea of a military cartridge which
would have as the casing a shell or a
plug of propellant. This has been
done experimentally and the Daisy
caseless round as well as that one by
Smith & Wesson are essentially what
the Army has in mind. There would
be real advantage in such a cartridge
for when fired there would be no
empty casing to extract and eject
from the rifle. The bullet would be
propelled down the bore by the burn-
ing of the propellant and remaining in
the chamber would be a little ash. In
theory this looks good but in practice
problems arise. The propellant does
not withstand the hard useage and
exposure which a soldier must give it.

from puage 17)

[t cannot be crimped about the bullet,
cannot successfully hold the conven-
tional primer, and some means would
have to be found to extract unfired
rounds. Too, what would be done
with the exploded primers? These
certainly could not rattle around in
the chamber after the round has been
fired.

As for the rifle apart from the car-
tridge, it will be of improved design.
The present gas system will be elimi-
nated. In its place there will be the
application of electric power to func-
tion the weapon. A motor suitably
transistorized and powered by a bat-
tery likewise miniaturized will pro-
vide a reliability of operation we've
never realized before in any auto-
matic firearm.

It has been the history of the de-
velopment of our service rifles these

GUNS . FEBRUARY 1969



past three-quarters century that no
extraordinary breakthrough has oc-
curred. While technological progress
has been rapid what with the impetus
of almost constant war since 1941 it
would be unduly sanguine to specu-
late that the Army weapons command
is going to crash through with a super
model capable of anesthetizing the
enemy out to 300 meters. Or firing
discarded C rations cans as a gesture
toward the current cost consciousness
of the administration.
° . °

A couple of Minnesota game de-
partment technicians have completed
a fascinating study on the effective-
ness of game calls on their local foxes.
The biologists tried eight different
commercial calls which included one
of the expensive battery operated
record playing kind. All the calls put
out the usual rabbit-squeal signal.
The amplified job, it was discovered,
was poorest of all. The users believe
it was not so effective because of the
background neises.

During some 13 months our pair of
technicians found they enjoyed suc-
cess during 159 of their callings, Of
those little reds who heeded the call,
757, were so curious they came up
within 50 feet. Likewise of these some

749 came within three minutes of
hearing the first squeal. If no fox
showed after 25 minutes the boys

found they might as well fold up and
go home.

Once they had three foxes come at
the same time and on 13 different oc-
casions called up a pair together.
Calling from a car was quite success-
ful—apparently the little predators
did not associate the car with man at
all. Calling from a tree perch was
none too good.

The biologists learned that they had
best success if they used a loud
reed-type call at first and once they
knew the fox was coming in switch to
a small rubber squeeze-bulb type
which gave a more shrill altho less
strong note.

The best time for hunting, they de-
termined, was during those hours just
before darkness and after dark, when

it was necessary to use a light to spot
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the game. Early morning calling was
poorest of all and if the wind was
high it was decidedly a waste of time.
Along these same lines the duo dis-
covered that foxes responded best
during the mating season, that is dur-
ing April and May. They found, too,
that August was a good month altho
they could not explain why.

The deeper the game technicians
went into the woods to do their call-
ing the higher the degree of success.
This is not to say that they did not
call up many foxes while operating
close to human habitations. Some-
times they were within an eighth of a
mile of houses and roads. An inter-
esting fact which the investigators
fully developed was the fact that the
man doing the calling does not neces-
sarily have to be concealed. He can
sit out in the open but he must sit
god-awful still!

If the game spots the slightest
movement it will never complete the
approach. The better course, reported
our game people, is to conceal your-
self in the corner of a fence row, in a
stand of brush, or under a windfall.
The caller should not hide himself,
however, so completely that he does
not command the various avenues of
approach. Foxes, our boys observed.
frequently approached so cleverly
they stood for many minutes within
30 feet and neither caller saw them.

At times the game people had the
good luck to spot a fox from far away
when he first heard the siren call. On
one occasion they observed a fox trot
in from a distance of 1100 feet. On
another ocecasion during the winter a
second responded from 650 feet and
approached to within 15 feet. There
was a snowstorm raging at the time.

The study is quite fascinating altho
hardly anything new has been turned
up. To those of us who have hunted a
great deal with the predator call the
results simply bear out old experi-
ence. What makes the findings such
mealy reading is that the sport, its
percentage of success, the times of
day, the wind and weather, the best
seasons of the year, and the kinds of
calls used are all reduced .

to hard figures.

TAKE A
SAFARI to ALASKA

Now booking 1969 & 1070 hrmH for all Alasks
game, Modern hunting I . Alrplanes & Sa
wagons for your transportation,

ELDON BRANDT & SON

Master Guide & Outfitters
Route C, Box 150, Palmer, Alaska
Tel: Glennallen 822-3276

STOP FLINCHING
IMPROVE SCORING

PROTECT

your HEARING

ONLY MECHANICAL HEARING PROTECTOR

Acclaimed by champion shooters and recom-
mended by Ear Specialists as the best protection
against harmful nois Lee Sonic EAR-VALVS let

you hear everything r-vrrn.;,._v while they elimi
nate the harmful effects of gun blast noise. A
precision engineered, patented mechanical hear.
ing protector. NOT EAR PLUGS, Only $3.95 a pr,
with money back guarantee. ORDER TODAY or
write for FREE Medical Proof and literature

SIGMA ENGINEERING COMPANY, Dept. G-2

11320 Burbank Bivd., Calif. 91601
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GUNSMITH'S SCOPE AND SIGHT JIGS

Floorplate release buttons, Anti-slack trigger and
sear boots. Engine-turning tools. Beoutiful com-
pounded inlays, plastic inlays, relief inlays, arip

cap and tip blocks, exotic weods, plastic sheets,
inlay tools and stockmaker supplies. See your gun-
smith or dealer, If he can’t supply, write for bro-
chure. COUGAR AND HUNTER, 116 E. Main,
Flushing, Michigan 48433.
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Dept. G-29 Hazleton, Pa.
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FINEST PERCUSSION SHOOTING RIFLE ON THE

MARKET TODAY! NEW FORGED BOLSTER.

CENTENNIAL ARMS CORP.

3318 West Devon Ave., Lincelnweod, 1l.




THE FIRST EDITION of the Gun Di-
gest’s new “Guns Illustrated 1969 is
now off the presses. Sure to be-
come a collector’s classic reference
like the pioneer 1946 Digest, the Il-
lustrated is a completely new guide
to current model rifles, shotguns,
handguns, air arms, scopes, sights and
reloading equipment, components and
ammunition manufactured or im-
ported for sale in the U.S. Clear illus-
trations, up-to-the-minute retail

values and full specifications are
given on every item backed up with
the authority based on fact that every
gun buff looks for. Popular military
arms generally applied to sporting
uses are included in detail. Perfect for
anyone updating their collection, this
192 page giant format treasure trove
of firearms data sells for the modest
$2.95 at gun dealers everywhere or
postpaid from the Gun Digest Asso-
ciation, Dept. G, 4540 W. Madison
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60624

PUKKA KNIFE, the revolutionary
new Finnish blade exclusively sold by
Norm Thompson, brings the famous
durabhility of a stainless steel “Swed-
ish razor” edge to the American
sportsman. This super keen knife, and
all Norm Thompson items, is sold on a

complete money-back guarantee, At
7Y inches in overall length, with 33§
inches of whet, this product weighs
only two and a half ounces. It will run
you $10.50 complete with its top grain
steerhide sheath and brass trim from
Norm Thompson Outfitters, 1805 N.W.
Thurman, Portland, Oregon 97209,
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THE NAVY ARMS Kentucky Per-
cussion Pistol is a faithful reproduc-
tion of one of the most prized and
rare items in the American gun-col-
lecting fraternity. Every Kentucky
pistol is custom hand-crafted to the
most exacting specifications; so much
so. in fact, that these replicas could
easily be mistaken for the real thing.

In .44 cal. with rifled and blued ord-
nance steel barrels, the pistol runs
151%” over-all. The handsome walnut
oil finished stock is offset by highly
polished brass furniture and a case
hardened lock. It carries a retail price
of $80.00 and is worth every penny.

For information write: Navy Arms

Co.. 689 Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield, N.J.
07657.

PREVENT MISUSE or accidental
firing of your guns—buy a Cesco
Trigger Lock for each of them. This
safety device is a useful, common-
sense attachment that precludes trig-
gering. It can eliminate unauthorized
use, unappreciated dry-firing, and un-
intentional discharge for less than the
cost of a carton of cigarettes. This
patented safety device will fit almost
every firarm except lever action types
and antiques with wide guards. Order
from Flipjack Enterprises, 1675 Wil-
son Street, Saginaw, Michigan 48603.

ns

A NEW SPORT CLOTHING catalog
from Fredericks Rubber Co. lists 12
illustrated pages of rainproof parkas,
ponchos, fishing shirts, hunting and
boating suits, golf jackets and skirts,
football sideline garments, inflatable
beach and sleeping equipment. A
complete deseription of each garment
is accompanied by the approximate
retail price. Outdoorsmen may obtain
a copy of this idea book without
charge by writing Fredericks Rubber
Company, Hudson, Massachusetts
07149.

STURDY CARTRIDGE BOXES of
durable lightweight plastic, made to
withstand all natural temperature
changes without danger of warping or
cracking are the new thing in the
Dickson line. The Model 770 Handgun
Cartridge Box (415x2%5x15s) has 50
shell compartments suitable for .30,

.32, .357, .38, .380, or 9mm. The Model

780 Small Rifle Cartridge Box
(4%5x216x114) accomodates 20 shells:
.30-30, .308, .30, .243, .244, .257 and
6mm. Retailing for about 79 cents
each, these Dickson boxes are im-
ported by the American Import Com-
pany, 1167 Mission Street, San Fran-
cisco 94103. A catalog is available.
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PRACTICAL SHOTGUN COURSE, a
complete basic instructional booklet,
has been prepared for law officers by
The High Standard Manufacturing
Corporation, originators of the revo-
lutionary Model 10 police scattergun.
This revamped edition of the original
contains more complete information
and treats the latest applications in
detail, guiding law enforcement agen-
cies in setting up a vnm])]utc shotgun
training course, from basic body posi-
tions to live firing at moving targets.
Sections on safety, shot loads, handling,
shooting and aiming at mass and lone
targets make this free guide a wel-
come addition to the policeman’s libr-
ary. Write for yours to The High
Standard Manufacturing Corporation,
1817 Dixwell Avenue, Hamden, Con-
necticut, 06514,

HERTER’S HUDSON BAY California
Model 7 ultraviolet ray filtered 35mm
objective lens binoculars are an-
nounced in two versions. These finest
quality American designed binoculars
have a deluxe charcoal grey leather
covered body and are just the thing
for all sporting events, hunting, fish-

ing and general use. With BKT

prisms, the Model 7 retails for $37.95,
and with the BAK4 prisms, sells for
$40.95 plus postage on direct orders,
complete with strong carrying case
and strap. Fron Herter's, Inc., Dept.
L4, Waseca, Minnesota 56093. The lat-
est full-line sportsman’s catalog, 570
pages of outdoor pastime equipment,
is just 50¢ postpaid.
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VOCATION OPPORTUNITIES for
men aged 17 and up are discussed in
three free guide booklets offered by
the North American School of Con-
servation. North American training
prepares qualified sportsmen for ca-
reers as game wardens, government
hunters, foresters, and wildlife man-

agers throughout the U.S. and Can-
ada. Adventure and public service
combine with good pay. low living
costs and job security in this prestige
sports field. Write for your free book-
lets to the North American School of
Conservation, Dept. GP, University
Plaza, Campus Drive, Newport, Cali-
fornia 92660.

WARM AND DURABLE 10077 heavy-
duty cotton flannel makes the new
Alaska shirt a superior garment. The
soft fabric is Sanforized against
shrinkage and completely washable. A
seldom-available article, this solid
color heavy shirt is ideal for all cold
weather wear, work or sport. Well
tailored, it sports two breast pockets
with buttoned flaps and a six button
front with sturdy stitching. The collar
is trim and well fitted and the yoke is
double ply along with the front facing.
Cut extra long in the torso, the shirt
is long-sleeved only and comes in a
choice of navy blue or bright red,
neck sizes 14 through 171%. Price $4.95
postpaid from Alaska Sleeping Bag
Co., 701 N.W. Dawson Way, Beaver-
ton, Oregon 970035.

THE 1969 GUN DIGEST is easily the
best Editor John Amber has ever
produced, Jack O'Connor, well-known
hunter, writer, and long-time Arms
and Ammunition Editor for Outdoor
Life magazine tells us, The all-new
world’s greatest gun book will ap-
peal to hunters, target shooters, col-
lectors, law enforcement officers, and
handloaders. This year’s version has
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been enlarged to 416 jampacked pages
(or a whopping two and a half
pounds) of varied, fresh, and authen-
tic information about virtually every
phase of the guns and gear world.
This 23rd Edition includes, as has be-
come expected, a complete catalog of
new guns and shooting accessories
with full specifications and the most
current retail prices. Now available
at only $4.95 from your local dealer
or postpaid from the Gun Digest
Ass'n, Dept. G, 4540 W. Madison
Street, Chicago, Illinois 60624.

COLT PERCUSSION fans can find
their ignition key with no problems
these days thanks to CEV Productions’
Quick-Draw Car Key and Chain. The
three-dimensional reproduction in
antiqued nickel finish is available as a

blank, attractively cased for gift-giv-
ing, and can be cut for the collector’s
auto by any locksmith. These classic
stems are available for GMC 1935-68,
FoMoCo 1959-68, Chrysler Corp. 1957-
68 for $2.98, postpaid, from CEV at
452415 W. 162nd St., Dept. G, Lawn-
dale, California, 90260.



WE built our 200 yard
underground test tunnel in 1960 for
only one purpose: to improve our
product. Since then, over 200,000
rounds have been shot down it to test
the accuracy of the 74 different Horn-
ady Bullets for reloading. This quality
control measure has resulted in a con-
tinual improvement of our products.

We chronograph every load. Shoot
hundreds of production test targets
for all the lots of bullets we make
in a year. Use our fine, match
accuracy stainless steel test barrels
only so long as they maintain gilt-
edged accuracy.

Our quality ==
control =
personnel
are at
work in
the tunnel
constantly.
They use
the finest
equipment »
possible and they enjoy their work.
We're investing countless hours

and effort in this program, because
we guarantee the very best bullets for
our customers. The Hornadys you buy
today are the finest we've ever made.
We'll keep shooting down the tunnel so
they will stay that way.

74 Bullets for Handloading
Send for list

HORNADY MANUFACTURING CO.
DEPT G
GHRAND ISLAND. NEBR. 68801

THOMPSON/CENTER .45-410 CONTENDER

(Continued from page 25)

so vitally important? I am prone to
feel that that first shot is all impor-
tant, and if we realize that we're go-
ing to have to reload again before
firing the next round, we're going to
take far greater efforts to make sure
we place that first shot where we
want it.

In testing the Contender shot bar-

| rel, I first patterned it on lifesize tar-

gets of cottontails and quail at various
ranges, For this game, the most prac-
tical range seems to be from 15 to
about 25 yards. At 10 yards, the pat-
tern is still far too tight and it would
simply tear anything edible comple-
tely to pieces. Bevond 25 yards, the
pattern starts getting too thin for sure
kills every time. I tried Remington,
Winchester, and Federal shells in it,
and could notice no appreciable differ-
ence in the patterns that each pro-
duced if the same size shot was used.
My shooting was done with 3" shells,
and in the .410 I feel that No. 7'2 shot
is far the best for this small gauge.
From my tests so far, I am sure that
it will work very well for quail. doves,
bunnies, grouse, and similar sized
game if the range is kept under 25
yards. For rattlesnakes. which are us-
ually killed at ranges of less than ten
feet, it will prove outstanding. At
this close range it would be hard to
miss, vet a hit would literally blow
their heads off,

I have recently been doing a bit of
experimenting with a tape recorder
crow call put out by the Burnham
Brothers of Marble Falls, Texas. This
seems to work equally well on calling
in both erows and magpies, and both
will quite often swoop in very close
if you're well concealed. It's great
sport to knock them out of the sky
with a shotgun. but even more fun

and a greater challenge to do it with
the Contender pistol.

As a heavy handgun. the old .45 is
still a great one. Factory ballistics for
a 250 gr. lead bullet show a muzzle
velocity of 860 fps and corresponding
energy of 410 lbs. For comparative
purposes, the muzzle energy of some
of our other handgun rounds are as
follows: .38 Special—256 lbs.. .357
Magnum—696 lbs., .44 Special—311
lbs., .45ACP—369 lbs., and .44 Mag-
num—1150 lbs. While this energy fig-
ure certainly can’t be used solely as
the ecriterion by which to judge or
compare one round to another, it does
give a fairly realistic comparison of
the various calibers. If vou're a re-
loader, far greater versatility can be
obtained from the .45 cartridge. I
would recommend, however, loading
only bullets of quite heavy weight,
The 255 gr. Lyman 454424 bullet,
sized to .454. and loaded over either
10.0 gr. of Unique or 22.0 gr. of 4227
makes a fine load, moving the big
slug out at an initial velocity of ap-
proximately 1000 fps. For a lighter
small game or target load drop down
to 6.0 gr. of Bullseye.

So, by judicious loading you can
come up with accurate, mild and
pleasant to shoot small game and tar-
get loads. You can develop some hot,
heavy loads that will do an adequate
job of stopping an adversary, be it
man or beast. By resorting to the
shotshells, you have an outstanding
snake gun, as well as a fine one for
taking small game for the table. And
the joy of it is, you need only one gun
and one barrel to do all this—and the
gun is one that you can stick in your
hip pocket if you so desire. Versatile!
That’s the Thompson/Center ;
Contender in .45-410 caliber.

GUNS AND THE LAW

(Continued from page 31)

by many departments for riot issue, is
justifiable especially when used for
general duty purposes. However, this
type helmet is generally too heavy
and too costly for procurement in
quantity for riot issue, only. Com-
pared to the traffic type, plastic hel-
mets of special design for riot duty
are relatively inexpensive, and gen-
erally superior for special issue riot
duty.

In close combat situations, a man
instinctively strives to protect his

eyes, abdomen, and groin. If these
areas, and his head, are protected, he
will perform in combat in a much su-
perior and more aggressive fashion.
The ideal helmet should have a short
integral visor protruding over the
forehead to protect the forehead, eyes
and bridge of the nose from blows and
thrown objects descending from above
the line of vision. Riot actions taking
place at night, where men cannot see,
cause many injuries if visors and face
shields are not on the helmet. In many
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recent mob actions, police have been
subjected to dirt, sand, gravel, pepper,
and acids thrown at their faces. Riots
which have involved students and
women, especially, have subjected
police to attacks of this type.

Any police helmet of good design,
providing adequate and complete
head protection, must also enable use
of a clear plastic face piece, or heavy
rigid type plastic goggles to protect
the eyes and at the same time enable
the mounting of gas masks. The clear
type plastic face shield that provides
full facial coverage is the best. This
shield is made of a heavy, clear plastic
material that has good optical quali-
ties, and provides full eye, nose and
mouth protection against all blows,
thrown objects, acids and other dan-
gerous liquids. The best type face
shield will also provide a degree of
protection against the smaller size
shotgun pellet. These may crack or
shatter when the pellet impacts but
will stop them completely, ete. Such
face shields are now available
mounted either integral with helmets,
detachable, or hinged so they can be
upraised.

The color of riot helmets is subject
to departmental preference and ex-
perience. White helmets are pre-
ferred for crowd control and psycho-
logical purposes, in many areas. Other
police agencies prefer dark helmets
for use in violent riot action, as they
present less of a target to rioter and

sniper. Departments equipped with
white helmets can secure, or have
made, dark cloth covers for their

white helmets, if indicated.

BALLISTIC RIOT HELMETS

Counter sniper team members and
other selected police units should be
equipped with helmets that provide
protection against small arms fire of
the low and medium velocity range.
It is illogical for a department to
spend a considerable sum for protec-
tive vests and not, at the same time,
provide the same kind of head pro-
tection, when it is available.

The current “pot” type metal hel-
met being issued by the U.S. Army is
principally designed for protection
against fragmentation from grenades,
artillery and mortar projectiles, ete.
It will also protect against low veloci-
ty, light bullet weights and small arms
fire, such as .22 caliber. This helmet
can be penetrated by the various pis-
tol magnum calibers and 9 mm pro-
jectiles. The slow moving, heavy .45
ACP bullet generally will not pene-
trate the military helmet, but will
cause a deep dent, and possible
concussion.

Some departments have been able
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to procure from military surplus and
other sources the U.S. Army helmet
and liner for riot issue. Until recently,
this was the best type of helmet pro-
viding some bhullet protection, avail-
able. At the time of this writing, such
inventories are exhausted and future
procurement is doubtful. Police agen-
cies offered the army type helmet in
the future are advised to test all such
helmets prior to purchase. Inferior
copies of the military helmet are re-
ported to be in manufacture for sale
at bargain prices, ete.

One ballistic fiber glass helmet has
just been introduced to the police
market, and others are reported to be
in development. This helmet provides
protection against all projectiles up to
the 1300 fps velocities and is generally
superior to the U.S. Army metal type
helmet in this respect. Its weight is
approximately equal to that of the
U.S. Army helmet with liner. Ceram-
ic-fiber glass helmets that will pro-
vide protection against high velocity
rifle projectiles are on the way. but
their excessive weight and cost prob-
lems have not, as yet, been solved.

The value of an officer’s life is not
calcuable, but his loss to the depart-
ment in time ond money. as a result of
injuries or wounds received in riot or
other duty, is. It is now possible to

provide the officer with both body and
head protection against the type of
small arms fire most anticipated in
the future. This can be done at a cost
level of less than $200 per man, de-
pending on the degree of protection
desired. Body protection can be se-
cured against high velocity projectiles
at a higher cost. Police exposed to the
hazards necessitating this kind of
equipment should be given all the
protection possible and budgeting
provisions, planned accordingly.

POLICE SHIELDS

Police shields in current use are of
two basic types: riot and barricade.
They are a special issue item of vari-
ous types and configurations. The riot
shield should be light and maneu-
verable and, afford protection against
rocks, bricks, other missiles and blows
directed at the police by rioters. The
barricade shield is heavy and de-
signed for police protection in situa-
tions where gunfire is directed at them
by persons barricaded in buildings,
or in counter sniper operations.

Riot shields are used on a large
scale by police and paramilitary riot
units in South America, the Far East,
Africa, Japan and, more lately, in
some parts of Europe. Such shields
can be locally improvised at low cost
from reeds, plywood, hides and light

342 Sﬂpéi‘é
"ALPINE"

Looks, Shoots and
Handles Like A
Custom-Made Rifle!

HANDSOME, accurate and light-
weight - truly a superb sporter
at surprisingly low cost.
DESIGNED to meet the exacting
standards of America’s most dis-
criminating hunter-sportsmen.
BUILT on the ““GRENADIER
MARK X" modern Mauser-type
bolt action - none finer.

MADE IN ENGLAND BY
SKILLED GUNSMITHS.

Featuring extra plus values usual-
ly found only in custom-made
rifles.

See Your Gun Dealer or
Write For Literature

(No Mail Order Sales)

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS, INC.
7290 S.W. 42nd St.
Miami, Florida 33155
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(ILLUSTRATED)

RETAIL 5‘]69.5’0

PRICE
The Deluxe Grade

also available

for slightly less

CHOICE OF POPULAR CALIBERS
,22-250, .243 Win,, .270 Win., TMM,
7MM Rem. Magnum, .308 Win., .300
Win., 30-06 & .308 Norma Magnum.
BARREL: 23" Belgian steel barrel
tapped and drilled for scope mounts.
SIGHTS: Williams adjustable rear;
hooded front ramp. (Available with or
without front sight in calibers .22-250
& 270 Win.).

TRIGCER: Adjustable single trigger;
side safety.

FLOORPLATE: Hinged-type for in-
stant unloading.

WEIGHT: Just 72 pounds.
CUSTOM R[FLE FEATURES

Solected Fren h Wal

Dealer inquiries invited

Dealers:
Visit Our Booth
No. 2462
At NSGA Show
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HOW TO GET OUT OF DEBT
AND ENJOY YOUR INCOME...

Bills Piling Up? Creditors Pressing You?
Con’t Moke Ends Meet? Afraid Of Bad Credit?
This MNew Publication, “HOW TO GET OUT
CF DEBT AND ENJOY YOUR INCOME,” is
Published By A Lleading Accountant. Price
New Only $2.98 plus 25¢ postuge & handling,
Complete Satisfaction Or Your Meney Refunded
Immediately. Send $2.98 plus postage to:

BATISTA OLIVIERI, P.O. Box 603
Dept. S-15, Baltimore, Md. 21203

HIGH SPEED

& AT Linseen on

FOR
GUN STOCK FINISH

Easy to apply by fin-
ger tips or brush ap-
plication. Self leveling

—fast drying formula.
Produces a mirror like
finish or deep satin
finish as desired.
$1.25pp

Corporation, Paterson, New Jersey 07524 usa
excl, Canadian dist., Canadian Ind. Ltd., Montreal, Que.,

| metal. Fiber glass and a tough clear
plastic are the favored materials for
shields used in the United States.
Generally, the design of such shields
is little different from those used
during the age of chivalry. However,
most modern types are made of tough-
er light weight plastic and fiber glass
materials, Some also have low velo-
city bullet resistant qualities and are
recommended for all original police
procurement of shields of the light
weight, manueverable riot type.

A round “buckler”, or oval riot
combat type shield, developed in the
United States, is made of fiber glass,
bullet resistant armor. Its weight and
size enables it to be employed as a
ready maneuverable protection against
thrown objects and blows. It also is
useful as a shoving instrument in
crowd control or, in some cases, as a
weapon for striking, thrusting or cut-
ting blows with the front or edges.
This type shield weighs about six

| pounds and resists all bullets travel-
ing up to 1100 fps.

NOTHER model riot shield in cur-
L Arent use is made of clear plastic
and is slightly curved and rectangular
in shape. The extremely tough trans-
parent plastic material is called
LEXAN and is of the polycarbonate
family. This shield affords good pro-
tection, due to its larger size and has
the “see through” advantages. It is
not as maneuverable as the buckler
type and cannot be used as effective-
ly. offensively. It also lacks the bul-
let resistant qualities possible by con-
struction using fiber glass.

Police using shields in formations,
or individually. will perform more ag-
gressively in mob confrontation. How-
ever, when a protective shield is car-
ried strapped to the forearm, it limits
the use of that arm, leaving only one
free hand for use with a short baton,
or other weapon. When used in for-
mations with short batons, shields
enable close rioter contact to be es-
tablished. Short batons in this form
of mob combat are usually used to
thrust or strike overhead blows. The
protection the shield affords the for-
mation members is good; however,
when men are to close together in
the ranks, this hinders use of the free
hand with the baton and forces the in-
terval between ranks to become
greater and subject to rioter pentra-
tion,

Generally, shields in mob opera-
tions are best emploved in formations,
when the men carrving them are
equipped with liquid tear gas projec-
tors such as the CHEMICAL
MACE'"™ in the weapon hand (Mark

IV or Mark IX). With this combina-

tion, the shield permits close range
use of the chemical projector, while
at the same time, the formation re-
mains tight and out of actual physical
contact. The CHEMICAL MACE'"!
(Mark VII) baton is also a very in-
dicated weapon for shield-formation
type use.

Police barricade shields are made
either of steel or fiber glass armor.
They are relatively heavy due to the
fact that they must provide the max-
imum bullet protection possible, while
at the same time be portable enough
to be carried rapidly over short dis-
tances. The best type barricade shield
should be large enough so that a six
foot officer can kneel behind it re-
ceiving total frontal protection. The
notch or firing port in the shield
should be large enough to permit
aimed firing with all classes of side
arms.,

SOURCES
OF
SUPPLY

Information on riot helmets,
shields and vests discussed in this
article can be received from:

Defensor Protective Equip, Co.
Box 256
Media, Penn. 19064

P. M. Tabor Co.
2083 Laguna Canyon Rd.
Laguna Beach, Calif. 92651

The Carborundum Co.
Box 339
Niagara Falls, N.Y. 14302

Rowlann Produects, Inc.
Kensington, Conn.

With due consideration for the
weight, mobility and protection fac-
tors, the 20 lb. barricade shield that
will stop all bullets traveling at velo-
cities up to 1500 fps, has proven to be
the best tactical type. Such a shield
will stop all handgun calibers includ-
ing .44 magnum and all shotgun loads
including the 12 gauge rifled slug. Due
to impact angles and ricochet prob-
abilities, some protection is also af-
forded against higher wvelocity pro-
jectiles, especially when they are fired
from longer ranges. Barricade shields
can be made of special 74" armor steel
or ceramic-fiber glass armor that will
stop .30-06 armor piercing ammuni-
tion. However. the excessive weight
(60 to 100 lbs.), cost and lack of
mobility are limiting factors making

their use, usually,

impractical.
GUNS e  FEBRUARY 1969



ROBERT ABELS INC.

AUSTIN BOOT COMPANY

BILLS MILITARY STORES ..

E. C. BISHOP & SON INC.
BISONITE COMPANY INC.

BO MAR TOOL & MFG. ..

ELDON BRANDT
BRECK'S OF BOSTON
CARBIDE DIE & MFG. CO.
CENTENNIAL ARMS CORP.
CENTURY ARMS INC,

R. J. COFFEY
COLADONATO BROTHERS

COLORADO SCHOOL OF TRADES
CONETROL SCOPE MOUNTS
CONSERVATIVE BOOK CLUB
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 10

D. CORRADO INC.
COUGAR & HUNTER
DIXIE GUN WORKS

EDWARDS
REINHART FAJEN

R. C. FESSLER & CO.

ALASKA SLEEPING BAG CO.

CLOYCES GUN STOCKS ..

EASTERN EMBLEM MFG. CORP.

FEDERAL INSTRUMENT CORP.

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

FIREARMS INTERNATIONAL CORP. ........ 58
FLAYDERMAN & CO. INC. .. .... R e T 4
GENERAL SPORTING GOODS CORP.
(MORMA-PRECISION DIV.) ............. 17
HARRIS ENGINEERING CO. .............. 56
HERTERS: IHC. .. icarsiamasnnsvsponivis 57
HOOSIER MACHINE PRODUCTS CO. ...... 61
HORMNADY MFG. CO. ......covviuinnnnnn 72
HOUSE OF SWORDS: .. .cvmimemassmmenes 61
DOM HUME LEATHERGOODS ............. 55
HUNTERS. LODGE .vvosiasiaiinvsies Cover 3
INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS INC. ...... 73
JET-AER CORP: L.iiavinmisamms 51, 63 & 74
KLEINS SPORTING GOODS INC. ...... 8 &°7%
LEN GO e s R AR i s a s o aTa 54
LEUPOLD & STEVENS INSTRUMENTS ....... 66
HARRY Me GOWEN .............ccnuuns 58
MERCHANTEERS INC. ........ccivvuunuan 10
MERSHON CO.. o uprmnmisinsivsmnnies i msmns 10
MIDWEST CROSSBOW CO. .........o0unn 67
MIDWEST KNIFE CO. . .iiviunvuniisnnnnis 65
Fi MITEERMEIER . ov:vasmnaiciis aodanin 59
MODERN GUMN REPAIR SCHOOL .......... 54
THE MUSEUM OF HISTORICAL ARMS ...... 52

S. D. MYERS SADDLE CO. .....covinunanas 68
NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION

Guns

Volume I, First Edition
GOLFER'S DIGEST
Roblnson and Graham)

Price

6-15

GUNS ILLUSTRATED

Price .

6D-19

DIGEST

LIBRARY

All-New 1969 23rd Edition
GUN DIGEST (John T. Amber,

BRAND NEW FOR YOUR INFORMATION
1969

(By the Editors of GUN DIGEST)

NO. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF

CONSERVATION  o.iiiiiivaviawa s ssivss s 0
NORMOUNT ARMAMENT CO. ............ 74
BATISTA — OQHVERD L iooiiiiiineesisanso 74
PACHMAYR GUN WORKS INC. .....c.0vv.. 95
PANTHER PUBLICATIONS ........vuvennns 77
ERNEST O. PAULSEN ... .....ccvvnnnnnnss 54
PENDLETON GUN SHOP' ... ...ccnsmnssns 62
BEZZINI | uiovivrmmsonia o et i e Tma it 77
POLY-CHOKE 'CO: ING.. ovnnsosiaisas e simmsiae 68
ROES ING: e st M s e e s 13
REFORESTATION' INC. :ivacwassavmnsinsais 65
SHOTGUMN MEWS ... ..iviiaivadnasneniess 67
SHOOTER SPECIALTIES ........ccovevunes 57
SIGMA ENGINEERING CO. .............. 69
SMITH & WESSON INC. ............ Cover 2
SNOW PROOF CO. . .onsasvsviamiies i 52
SPEER PRODUCTS CO. ........ 65 & Cover 4
SPORTS MG ool s e ssans 68
SUPER VEL CARTRIDGE CORP. ............ 51
TRIPLE K MFG. CO. ........covvvvuennn ..68
UNIVERSAL FIREARMS CORP. .......... 6 &7
W iR, WEAVER GO cioiivii e iiiiyyisaes s 1
WISCONSIN PLATERS SUPPLY ............ 59
WOLF SPECIALTY: CO. . vuianvwivsmaansiios waias 54
WORLD COMPANY ... .....c.cciiirnnnnnns 56
YIELD HOUSE covivssiviomasiios i naininte suss 62

of Gun Digest!!!
GUN DIGEST

Ed.)

Volume 1l, Brand New
GOLFER'S DIEGEST

ar
320

w
nner!

..53.95

The Best From 20 Years

TREASURY (Amber, Ed.)

4th Anniversary Edition
HANDLOADER'S DIGEST
(John T. Amber, Editor)

This comprehensiv

Volume 111, 3rd Edition

COLFER'S DIGEST

(Tom M|cl|.)c1 Ed.) =
£ nyg hithey

GD 18 " Price $4. 95

ORDER YOUR BOOKS TODAY!

GUNS .

FEBRUARY 1969

i 1
[} Book Dept. / GUNS Magazine /8150 N. Central Park Ave./Skokie/Ill./60076 g
1 1
1 Enclosed is S in full payment for the books ordered 1
[ | below. | understand that you will pay postage. Dept. GD-2 [
| 1 ]
[ ] Book # 1
1 1
1 Book % 1
1 1
1 NAME 1
L 1
I  ADDRESS 1
! 1
1 CITY _STATE ZIp H
'.--------------------‘---.------.-------‘



revisep 1S & € epimion

REDBOOK

OF USED GUN
VALUES

INCLUDING
VALUABLE
GUN BUYER'S
DIRECTORY

2 FREE ISSUES of

Gunc MAGAZINE

GUNS has added more pages, more color, more in-depth editorial fea-
tures and nationally known firearms experts. And for the first time in
any firearms monthly, GUNS is now loaded with realistic, full 4-color
reproductions of famous firearms. Long recognized internationally as
“The Finest in the Firearms Field,” GUNS has now created an entirely
new dimension in firearms publishing. Take advantage of this offer
now! When you confirm your order with payment, two FREE issues will
be added to your subscription. Receive 14 issues for the price of 12.

$
15—0 SAVINGS OVER THE NEWSSTAND PRICE

[/ | . [
Subscribe during this special offer and you will also be saving $1.50 ‘ Al I [
over the regular newsstand price for GUNS Magazine. Here is how this i ”
added savings bonus works to your advantage. If you purchased individual
copies of GUNS on your favorite newsstand, you would pay 75c per issue,
or $9.00 per year. But, by entering your subscription now, you pay only ) s =
$7.50 per year—a $1.50 savings on one-year subscription! And that's “ J
not all. If you do not agree that GUNS is invaluable, just tell us. We will VL |
immediately cancel your subscription with no charge whatsoever. You

can't possibly lose. You must be satisfied or it won't cost you anything. 1 l| . | i \ l
Subscribe now! vl

. FEBRUARY 1969




THE GUN MARKET

Classified ads, 20c per word insertion including name and address.
Minimum ad 10 words,

Payable in odvance.

Closing date April

1969 issue (on sale Feb. 23rd) is Jan. 10th. Print carefully and mail to
GUNS MAGAZINE, 8150 North Central Park Blvd., Skokie, lllinois.

= BOOKS
ALL GUN BOOKS AND RELATED TITL Save on
our “*DBaker's Free Premiom Plan” and “*Un-

Doen

beatable Values. Semdd SU¢ for year-around mailings.
Ray Ik Arms  Books o, 6844 Gorsten Street,
Phlladelphin, Pa, 181185,

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

CAL A'PLIANCES Thousands of
Detalls: Enterprises,
L

iLEFAIR KL
Bervicemen Neede

1 i Magna
Mounr Vernon, Ohio

4

fe our products, Sup
W, Indianapolis,

\' I. 1* T 32,40 hour.  Ass
. United, Box

repuest free catalog on letterhead, com-
wilitery medal lne.  Extreme discounts.

International, Box 303G, Jamalea, N.Y. 11431

- COLLECTORS 3 e
VISIT DIXIE GUN WORKS, for Antlgue Arms. Sorry,
no lists,

NEW COLLECTOR. SERVICE Itare military books,
manunal [ \\Hlpnn-\ ummrm-\

coutien docu

ing, |

able with
Dept. .

RECORD

FLRE \]{\1\

ISONAL SO0K SZUU 27
2 2,

I rusty lat i, Pres-
Bl se1 o handloasd, FIRE, Hox
201G, 1 LRidge, Illinois
i ENGRAVING = _

PRUDIOMAL
302 Ward 1L

Folder §2.00.

ARTISTIC ENGRAVING,
Shreveport, La. 71101

FOR SALE

ribing current pistol

STATE PISTOL LAWS. Booklet (e
$1 I al Gun Laws Booklet

regulations of all i,

FLOG.  Henry Se nger, 415 East 52nd St., New York
220, N
CANNON FLU " diamerer, water proof, 25 feet
125 feet $ postpaid.  Free catalog. Zeller
rrises, Box . Hudson, Mich, 49247,
GUNS & AMMUNITION 0

NAVY rated catalog.
Iuvel, 707
G613,

1068 SURPLUS ARMY,
Benid 2 K
Junior

fundable with tirst §
Dept. 0-D,

Terrace, Chicago, I1L

WINCHESTERS, Lugers, Der-
£ I Send 25e
Detroit L

FREE CATALOG noney Rel Equip-

ment, Calls, 1 Tlhlr-L Tackl AMilda,

Tools, Wads, Bl (88), Toledo, Ohio,

43614

AIRR AR \I'-

l]u\

PISTOL CARTRIDGE DIES

USERS REPORT OVER 1,000,000 GUARANTEED FOR 200,000
LONG LIFE » NO SCRATCHING « MO GALLING

MANUFACTURED BY

Carbide Die & Mfs.
couenteo caseoe. CARBOLOY  «rave mann

P. O. BOX 226 [ ] COVINA, CALIF.

GUNS . FEBRUARY 1969

LOOK NO FURTHER,
items vou are looking for, Semd 35¢ (no stan
G-1 for our listings; black powder gun:
s and ammunition. Centennial Arms € -
West Devon Ave., Lincolnwood, 1linois 60645,

Centennial Arms might

W W, 11 Italian ot with liner 2
WoW, French & with lml-r
Cond, “ 11 Run-lun 1 helmets wit
Coned. §7 Good € :lrl-l

& with

with  scabbard i (ol

neh shovel V.G, Cond. § | 58
Luger Grips like new

¢ holster new 5

\ill 84¢ postage for helmets only. We

riders same day we receive them, Loren Swihart,
. Montana, Chicago, 1llinols 60614,

Conil,
48 Ihl\un&t
. 1 German

\(. ( “ond S I
i U

holsters V.

45 CENTS [n: catalogue on guns, knlves,
suppll eedland Arms Uo.,
Sroadway, Rout - Lawn, N. L

swords,
wi. i

IH I,]Il:lall GUN COLLECTION Sale, Fine double bar-
300 0 Nitro. 0 to ®-DBore Black. Ex-
seope minted rifles and  pisto
for Maynard  Buehler, Orinds, s

DIRECTORY. Buy Direct from
ant, European Sources. Be-
Continental, Box 211 GN,
1

tle clasp 22.50;
Manual $1.10;

LUGERS
stripplng  tool
Shattuck, Hox

GUN EQUIPMENT

BCOPE MOUNTE-—Catalog h \\111 hely 1 wll(‘t the
I Toyour untlr and ¥ "
) iun Serews, Gun Taps, I.num-
] d DBuehler Ine., Orinda, i.nlll HELTIRR

s GUNSMITHING

ANT A PRECISION Rifle el guaranteed to shoot
5" groups 100 vds., bar I anid test 1 o your
\qumun $3.00 extra. Enclo amped,

for details, Hoftman Hitle Barrel

il make it
and in-
el

RESTORE
e new, Liner Kits

YOUR Worn l:ur 22
nmkb

‘u 2 and ‘l|:|l|’||
Bucklin,

.00 pos
e Barrel I'u..

.22 Target Pistol,
Cabinets, and hllw Ru with hand te
ip for  illustrat information. Post

erre Haure, fiana 47508

.22 Camper's Pistol, Gun

BUILD
I s

LEATHERCRAFT

FREE! World's largest leathercraft catalog. Hundreds of
Make-Tt ldeas, Tandy Leather Co., Dept, V-6, Fort
Worth, Texas.

MISCELLANEOUS
NAZI ITEMS Bousht, Solid. Ol als only. List 35¢.

Lenkel, 1060 Anderson, Palisade, B

Relen™s new
inerals,
ponnds.
Houston,

TRE HUNTERS! PROSPECTORS!
s detect buried g

ilve

1
10
Texas

i, Box

7018,

GERMAN NAZI and
ITALIAN FASCIST items

not post war made, but sur-
plus of Wehrmacht and Mil-
izia. $1 for illustrated catalog
PEZZINI C. CASELLA
POSTALE NO. 104
FERROVIA 10100
TORINO, ITALY

l.]-'\l I\I BUUKSKIN JACKETS, (
S0¢ ror Genuine DBuckskin Mo
Berman Buckskin, Minneapolis,

Mueeasins,
o amid g
Minun. mllrl.

p-Shooting.
Goddard,

Tor get, Hunting and Ca
Direct-Price. Jay Co., Lt

r for
Ladeo,

o
Abiing

tox 41,
l'llllll

il
ton, I'a;

Plants with free plant
o “homwe of the sweet

MILITARY ANTIQUES. Nazl and  otiiers
only, List subseription 15#. George N
G, Box 543, Jackson Heights, N, Y

SHver o

CROSSED-PISTOL  Tie-Tack
Gold I‘]a:l-rl Send for Lit
Ball Co., 10, Box 56117,

i 13 lhll'T
Chie

Send 100 for sample S8 photo aod

1121 Hobart

NAZL P linlnx
1=t liam Griffs,
Calif. 95901,

Dirdve,

SELECTION ¢
risals Int E

\1l'l‘-'f‘ COMPLETE
Pl i
Newark,

Pens,

s proviuets.
Is. ) i
istributors, Tox 406-A,

ensive

WANTED: We will pay cash
210,00 per thousand F.O1
Munitions ( Inc., T 1 Box

consin 53076,  Other brass write for

Kniv

101 IMPORTED Novel 1
Montebello,

Friedmar Tmports, Hox 5

ang ll’l

NAZI WAL SOUVENIRS Sold Bought. Tatest large
11lust deatale $2.00  cash Diseo, Box  SO0G-M,
Milwaukes, Wis, 5

REAL ESTATE
FJOVERNMENT LOW As 3L 2

Milllons Aeres! Iy
plus “Land Oppor nmin rm
T]t uu.hmn L g

vidghited Report
i ting lands
Gn

eribes lIJl

VACATION
10,00
Il

RARE MANUALS!
Over rare manuecis on first aid
ing, fieldcraft, survival, seif-defense w
tactics and methods of combat in Viet '\ﬂm
special forces opcrulmns, explosives, dcmoli-

tions, total -resistance, ‘guerrillc
warfare, mnn\f others. FREE CATALOG
send 50c for postage & haondling

1st order
PANTHER PUBS.
P. 0. Box 369-B, Boulder, Colo. 80302

refund on




GUNS subscribers...

pamper your
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look-it-up bookbench

of when-you-want-them
facts about guns,
shooting, ammo,

the outdoors
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GAME SHOOTING by Robert Churchill. The extraordinary theories
of England'’s famed drillmaster bring a new perspective to the shotgun
scene. It offers to novices and experienced shooters the step-by-step
coaching of one of the world’s greatest shooting instructors. 272 pages,
67 illustrations. Regular price, $8.95. Subscribers pay only $6.25
Order No. 710

STORIES OF THE OLD DUCK HUNTERS and OTHER DRIVEL by
Gordon MacQuarrie. Edited by Zack Taylor. First in the Stackpole
Easy-Chair books for your fireside entertainment. These are 19 of the
treasured and most remembered stories of the Old Duck Hunters. Full
of humor, grim endurance, joyful victory, and empty-creel disappoint-
ment that are a sportsman’s lot. Save an evening or two to spend with
this master storyteller of the outdoors. Regular price, $5.95.
Subscribers pay only $4.45 Order No, 1682

SMALL ARMS OF THE WORLD by W.H.B. Smith. Revised and en-
larged by Joseph E. Smith, The international, one-place showcase of
in-use military firearms. ldentifying characteristics, operation, parts,
methods of disassembly and assembly, calibers, ammunition, loading
specifications, safety factors, evaluation, construction design. Covers
42 countries. Over 700 pages, 1800 illustrations. Regular price, $17.95.
Subscribers pay only $11.65 Order No. 1565

CHECKERING AND CARVING OF GUNSTOCKS by Monty Kennedy.
The complete home workshop reference with ready to use patterns...
detailed instructions and techniques for making gunstocks look better,
feel better, grip better. Covers virtually every basic pattern, tool,
method. Using more than 470 technical illustrations, some of the top
craftsmen tell about all the checkering types from flat style to American
style. It doesn’t waste time with fancy words and impossible art. Large
format. Regular price, $10.00. Subscribers pay only $8.00

Order No. 630

INTRODUCTION TO MODERN GUNSMITHING by Harold E. Mac-
Farland. In this handy, workbench reference you get easy-to-follow,
trouble-free ways for solving problems of malfunction, picking and
improving actions, getting the best pull and accuracy, choosing and
working different steels, correcting and mounting scopes and sights,
employing reliable methods with metal finishes, creating sporting
stocks, licking assembly confusion. It's every gun owner's pinpoint
guide to successful gun fixing. Regular price, $6.95. Subscribers pay
only $4.85 Order No. 918

SKILLS FOR TAMING THE WILDS by Bradford Angier. Wise ways to
coax comfort from nature. Learn energy-saving ways to travel, how to
cook delicious meals, technigues for traveling light, how to read nature's
weather reports, make shelters, sleep warm, use woodsman's tools.
An indispensable reference that takes even the uninitiated into the
lush backcountry—and back—comfortably and safely. Regular price,
$6.95. Subscribers pay only $5.20 Order No. 1550
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GUNS subscriber, use the start

coupon you'll find elsewhere H
in this issue to subscribe pqmperlng
and to send along with your with
order for books. Otherwise these

pay the regular book

prices. and SAVE

20% or more

HATCHER'S NOTEBOOK by Julian S. Hatcher. Provides the unusual
in unchangeable details and all that's recent and important for safe
and easy gun handling. For shooters, hunters, ballisticians, gunsmiths,
historians, collectors...the personal reference notes and experience
of more than 50 years that made the author one of the few top tech-
nical authorities about guns and how they work, about ammunition
and its peculiarities, and about the accessories necessary for complete
gun interest, Regular price $10.00. Subscribers pay only $6.50

Order No. 795

GUNSTOCK FINISHING AND CARE by A. Donald Newell. A paint and
varnish technician whose avocation is gunsmithing—especially stock
finishing—fills in the investigated, tested tips on ways with gun wood.
Beginning with a detailed introduction to the kinds of wood, you learn
about preliminary finishing and refinishing; stains, staining, and grain-
ing; drying oils; varnishes, lacquers, shellac, plastics; driers, thinners,
and solvents; waxes, polishes, rubbing compounds; special treatments;
and recommendations on equipment. Regular price, $9.50. Subscribers
pay only $5.70 Order No. 780

THE HOME GUIDE TO CARTRIDGE CONVERSIONS by George C.
Nonte. Ammo for many old guns, or those available through surplus
channels, becomes increasingly difficult or too expensive to obtain
and many a fine gun would otherwsie be destined never to shoot again.
With this book, however, you see easily how to make cases for prac-
tically all calibers—foreign and domestic—and for pistols and rifles.
Hundreds of charts, tables, photos. Regular price, $8.95. Subscribers
pay only §7.15 Order No. 345

SHOTGUNS by Elmer Keith. Third revised edition of the classic tech-
nical review of shotguns and accessories. More than 40 new illustrations
support this ever-popular look at guns, ammunition, and how to care for
and shoot them with accuracy. Includes new dope on plastic ammunition
components, buckshot load improvements, chrome plating of bores,
modern magnum loads, powders and primers, long range loads, the 410
gauge, and the details on domestic and foreign made guns. Regular
price, $7.95, Subscribers pay only $5.55 Order No, 9530

AMERICANS AND THEIR GUNS compiled by James E. Trefethen,
edited by James E. Serven. The National Rifle Association story
through nearly a century of service to the nation. Whether youre a
member of NRA or not, as a gun owner you'll be thrilled with this life
history—from the first venturesome steps in sponsoring marksmanship
training to present day activities of service to those who use firearms
for defense and recreation. Regular price, $9.95. Subscribers pay only
$7.50 Order No. 118

IDENTIFYING OLD U.S. MUSKETS, RIFLES and CARBINES by Col.
Arcadi Gluckman. For the collector, buff, or dealer..an easy-to-tell-
them-apart guide to details of caliber, length, barrel markings, fittings,
production, makers, arms inspectors and their markings. Regular price,
$10.00. Subscribers pay only $6.00 Order No. 903
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Book Department, Dept. GB-2
GUNS Magazine, 8150 N. Central Park Avenue, Skokie, 111, 60076
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ONLY
NRA

| $50 GOOD

[CAL. 9mm PARABELLUM

(RADOM M35 AUTOS!

IJA durable modification of the Colt/
||Browning locked-breech system a lim-

ited standard sidearm to German
forces during WW Il. Rugged and reli-
able—chambered for 9mm Parabellum.
All NRA GOOD. A fine collector's/
shooter's piece

ALL SALES TO LICENSED DEALERS ONLY!

ORDER ALL ITEMS DIRECT FROM YOUR LOCAL DEALER.
DEALERS: WRITE FOR SPECIAL MARKETING AND PROMOTIONAL PROGRAM.

DELUXE MAUSER SPORTER

ONLY

*89

Manufactured exclusively for INTERARMS. Combines all prime features de-
manded by American marksmen. Smooth, incomparable, hand-selected M98
Mauser actions with all-milled parts. Low scope clearing bolt handles and
safety. Drilled and tapped for Weaver mounts. Brand-new, six-groove, 22"
barrels. All stocked in select American walnut with “Monte Carlo comb
complete with sling swivels and black "“Texite'" butt plate. Weighs only 712

NRA

-30-'06 PERFECT

Ibs. Factory proofed. Commercially boxed. All stamped with ‘KP' proof mark!

ONLY
BRAND-

s96 NEW

CAL. 9mm PARABELLUM

WALTHER P38

Finest pistol in the world! Brand-New!
Latest model used by todays West
German Army . . . Non-reflective black
matt finish. Guaranteed brand-new and
complete in the original factory box
with extra magazine, test target, in-
struction manual & cleaning rod. A
bargain never to be repeated.

Swiss
Cal. 7.5M

SWISS M11 RIFLES
Rugged as the Algs . . . Smooth as a precision-
made timepiece. One of the most accurate mili-
tary arms ever made. Craftsmanship uneguailed
to this day! Soft point sporting ammo $4.50/20.

NRA GOOD

“ Bayonets $2.50!

Cal. 7MM

7ZMM M93 MAUSER RIFLES!

NRA GOOD. Target accuracy. All milled parts,
7 mm ammo (MC), $7.00,/100. Soft point $3.50,/20,

NRA GOOD
Bayonets $2.50!

i| Swiss
Cal. 7.5MM

SWISS M11 CARBINES

Cal. 8x50R
Siamese

RARE SIAMESE-MAUSER RIFLES!
NRA GOOD

Enfield excellence plus top collector appeal
of Royal Thai (Siamese) crest unknown until
now! Best of the Enfield series. Very limited!

$35
~ Spike Bayonets 50c

ONLY Made in Tokyo arsenal! One of the rarest arms  owLY
Durable, dependable arm of the elite lgl{_:lna $ in collector circles. Sliding bolt cover—Tokyo &
troopers. All milled parts. NRA GOOD condition. 24 ULTRA-RARE proof mark. 8 x 50R Siamese ammo Wwith
With mizzle cover. Issue cleaning kit—$1.00. Siamese neadstamp only $8.50/100. Very rare!

RARE cal. 8MM

L—ﬁﬂ
% GEWEHR M98 MAUSERS!

ROYAL THAI ENFIELD NO. 4 RIFLES ONLY NRA GOOD Arsenal-reconditioned — genuine early Mausers.

Superior production from such famed arsenals as
Oberndorf, Amberg, Danzig, Spandau, etc. One of
the top rifles on today's market! A real bargain.

Bayonets $4.00!

cal. .30-'06

ONLY

! DANISH MADSEN PARATROOP CARBINES! 554

|

' Rare, unknown in the U. S. until this shipment. Made by the world-famed Dansk Industri
?Srmlilczt and originally sold for $135.00. Only 812 lbs. and fitted with thick, rubber recoil
| pad and precision-machined integral muzzle brake. Peep rear sight adjustable for elevation
|_. and windage. A rare find in any condition, these are NRA Good. Bayonets only $3.00 each.

NRA GOOD

Cal. 7.65MM

M91 CAVALRY CARBINES! '"'antgm’
One of the trimmest, light-weight carbines in
the warld. Only 7Y Ibs, and 37” long. S-round 9

Argentine Mausers magazine, Mannlicher stock and Argentine crest.

|I Cal. .30-'06

FN .30-'06 SEMI-AUTO RIFLES!
Finest semi-automatic ever made! Designed for

elite NATO units—too costly to ever dupli-

ONLY
s89
Original
cate. NRA GOOD. VERY GOOD only $10 more,

Bayonets $4.00!

KAR 98a MAUSERS!
Easiest Military rifle to sporterize. Small diam.

Bayonets $4.00! recyr. ring and tapered barrels! All NRA GOOD.

| DECO SPECIALS!

ONLY

15

19TH CENTURY LONG RIFLES!
Fine arsenal-reconditioned Italian VV70 Long
Rifles. One of today's most popular bargain

Cal. sMM

M43 (M98) MAUSERS!

Late-production M98 Mausers. All NRA GOOD.
Styled after the rare M98 Standard Model

Bayonets $2.50!

Long or short bayonets (specify) only $2.50 ea.

— @

M98/09 ARGENTINE RIFLES! HAR aoaD
The finest Mauser of them all! Gunsmiths' s

choice for precision craftsmanship. Target-
length barrel & Mauser commercial hinged
floor-plate. All complete with unaltered crest.

Cal. 7.65MM

Rare Argentine Mausers e

ONLY $59 |

()

NRA GOOD
ONLY

44

Cal. 7.65MM

M98/09 CAVALRY CARBINE!
Oberndorf commercial styling with hinged floor-
plate and full Mannlicher stock. Perfect hunt-
ing rifle as-is, Complete with rare Argentine

Argentine Mausers crest. Order now—watch your investment grow.

Cal. 7.65MM

M98/09 MOUNTAIN CARBINES!

Issued to elite mountain units., Another varia. NRA @oop
tion of the incomparable M38/09 with Obern- LCH'%
dorf commercial hinged floor-plate and un- $
altered Argentine crest. Order yours today!

Argentine Mausers

NRA GOOD decorators. Served with the elite Bersaglieri.
| N BARGAINS!'
L]
|| Minimum order below (except as noted) 100 D F'INI’E PISTOL l::\nfﬂlnn[‘s
rounds. All prices below (except as listed E 7.82 Tokarev (Plstol) M.C, ... 25,00
otherwise) per 100 rounds. SHIPFED R.E.A. 1;{‘-“ !‘\_l;:lm-r <Pism{% C{M.c.} =3 3 ?'33
EXPRESS. SHIPPING CHARGES COLLECT. P gy nrowning Long (V.Co) s 6.00
FINE ISSUE MILITARY RIFLE CARTRIDGES E 943;3! I!r(:r!;'glefm:;::n)'al'd (M.C ;ggg
| fargain Priced Practice Ammo N Remington Commercial .45 ACP .. % B.50
I ﬂif;:tﬁglm:y:;{’f; Sehoenauer (M.C.).. ;‘33 SOFT POINT SPORTING CARTRIDGES
¥ AL A o B R 4 o argain Price unting Ammo
7.35 Italian LC." (with one elip) . 00 D 6.5 swedish Soft Point (40 rds) s 6.00
B AT :‘."]“- (M.C.) (non-cor) --“}gg A M Mauser Soft Point (J0 Ids) : 3:50
. ussi AMLC. - # . Swiss So oint (2 5. - “
T.65MM Mauser (M.C.) L B 7.65 Mauser Soft Point {20 rds.) . % 3.50
Bmm (M.C.) Berd «30-'08 Soft Point (20 rds.) ... -% 3.50
HEMM German Ma L 4303 British Soft Peint (30 rds.) 5 4.50
Boxer primed, non-corrosive. BMM Mauser Soft Point (40 rds.) 5 6.00
8x56R Mannlicher (M.C.) E Bx50R Mannlicher S.P. (20 rds.) .. $ 4.50
SALES INFORMATION—READ CAREFULLY: All guns and Minimum oraer §5.00.
ammo shipped REA, UPS OR TRUCK i:ihlgplng charges col- °
lect). Send check or Money Order. NOT SEND CASH. receipt. All
Sorry, no C.0.D.'s. Prices good Dec. only—subject to prior sale,

MEMBER OF THE
Filoreims gﬂm/
“WORLD LEADER IN ARMAMENTS"

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE NUMBER 54-572

*‘Money's Worth or

guarantee when goods are returned. prepald two days after °
Sales to Federally Licensed Dealers only! Sales

limited te continental U.S. Va. Dealers include Sales Tax No.

UNTERS LODG

LAFFILIATED WITH CUMMINGS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATES)

Money Back' EIGIS(TIR!D DEALERS: Write on ¥our official business letter-
or I

ea ew sensational discount list. Visit our Alexandris
Warehouses for on-the-spot inspection of the finest available.
Not to be confused with any other source—order from the leader.

DEPT. G-2, 200 S. UNION ST.
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313
AREA CODE 703 548-2323

Copyright (§ Hunters Lodge, 1968




SPEER-DWM Unprimed Cartridge Cases

Retail Retail

Primer Price Primer Price

Cartridge Type per 20 Cartridge Type per 20
222 Remington American $1.67 300 Savage American $2.40

243 Winchester
270 Winchester
7x57 Mauser
Tmm Rem. Mag
30-30 Winchester

American 2.40
American  2.52
American  2.52
American  3.12
American  2.16

308 Winchester
30-06 Springfield
300 Win. Mag
8x57 Mauser

American 2.40
American  2.52
American  3.16
American  2.52

SPEER-DWM unprimed
brass offers a new stand-
ard of quality in reload-
able cartridge cases, Im-
pact extruded and neck
annealing produce a fin-
ished product with supe-
rior case life.

1966 SPEER LINE

OF RELOADING COMPONENTS

BULLET JACKETS & LEAD WIRE

45 Cal. Half Jackets  $15.80/M 30 Cal. Wire (.250") . per Ib. .74
30 Cal. Half Jackets $13.80/M 38 Cal. 3% Jackets . 15.80/M 38 Cal. Wire (.301") _ per Ib. .74
38 Cal. Half Jackets ___ 13.80/M 41 Cal. 3 Jackets 17.60/M 41 Cal. Wire (.338"") .. per Ib. .74
44 Cal. Half Jackets . ... 15.80/M 44 Cal. 3 Jackets ... 17.60/M 44-45 Cal. Wire (.365") per Ib, .74

spasadsd 12000 a0
SPEER suuars

padd aaddd aadl 2

Sub-velocity ammunition saeadddhoanial

with reusable case and bullet

Developed for the Air Force, extensively used by law
enforcement agencies and enjoyed by thousands of
handgun shooters, Target-38's, 44’s and 45’s are an

| and ing aid for practice
and fun. No powder is raqmrsd No tools necessary
for reloading. Use over and over again.

Target-38, 50 Bullets $1.50 50 Cases $1.50
Target-44, 50 Bullets $1.75 50 Cases $1.75
Target-45, 50 Bullets $1.75 (fm use in standard

BULLET DISPLAY BOARD

Beautifully illustrated in full color by
historical artist Jack Woodson, the
new Speer Bullet Display promotes
the theme of the citizen’s right to
keep and bear arms. Handsomely
framed in imported Borneo hardwood
(11”x21”) it is a decorative addition
to den or loading room. A handy
reference to all Speer Bullets. $8.50

ACP metal cases) ppd.,

or at your dealer.

SPEER MANUAL

for Reloading Ammunition

The Speer Manual #7 is the most complets and
autheritative reference hondbook available. Many of
the nation’s leading authors and shooting authorities
discuss such timely subjects as: big game loads; re-
loading for your favorite varmint rifle; internal and
external ballistics; loads for shooting the old time
cartridges; velocities vs barrel length; handgun and
new shotshell data, and many more. Fully illus-
trated, the 7 Speer Manual contains over 7000
chronographed loads for commercial and wildcat
cartridges, moany with new powders. $2.95 ppd.,
or at your dealer.

SPEER

PLINKERS

The original low-cost 30 caliber bullet for
VARMINTS, SMALL GAME & PLINKING.
Large exposed lead nose produces instant
exp ts ri ts. Widely used
for M-1 Carblne reloads. Exclusive Speer
crimped-on jacket. $2.95 per box of 100.

SPEER BALLISTICS CALCULATOR

Accurately computes bullet
drop and remaining velocity
from 100 to 1000 yards. Per-
fect companion to the Speer
Manual. Complete instructions
for easy use, §1.50 ppd., or at
your dealer,
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