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factory has experimented with a 150-gr.
soft-point loading at a muzzle velocity of
2650 f.p.s.

.303 Gallery Practice

Little is known concerning this car-
tridge. Full 10-round packets circulating
among cartridge enthusiasts are dated
1902, but it could have been manufactured
over a far longer period. The label reads,
“303 PRACTICE AMMUNITION—for
use in Lee Enfield and Martini Enfield
rifles and carbines—BLACK POWDER—
LEAD BULLET”. Reject brass was uti-
lized for these cartridges, as ‘a packet I
own contains cartridges with three dif-
ferent C.A.C. Mark II headstamps and
even one KN (Kings Norton Metal Co.
England) Mk.IV! Loaded with 10 grs. of
blackpowder behind waxed card wad and
a 90-gr. .301” diameter slightly hollow
based lead bullet. Base of the bullet bears
the letter C.

.203 Dummy

Manufactured from surplus or reject
military cases, these cartridges are com-
pletely blackened and the cases have six
longitudinal body grooves of about one-
inch length. Cartridge has blackened, reg-
ular issue Mark VII bullet, but no primer.
Other versions exist with tinned cases and
coreless bullets or plain brass cases with
four holes and stained, wooden bullets.
Standard military ball headstamps.

7.62 mm. NATO

Manufacture of this cartridge began at
the C.A.C. plant in 1960 and ceased in
1966. Only ball military cartridges were
produced. Tracer, armor-piercing and
other special purpose military ammunition
was obtained overseas. Confusing feature
about C.A.C. 7.62 mm. NATO cartridges
is the headstamp. Four distinct variations
exist. In 1960, the first year of production,
two headstamps appeared. One bore the
capital letter N signifying NATO and the
other carried the caliber designation
7.62L2A2. In early 1961 another variation
appeared carrying the standard NATO
symbol . These three headstamps were
ultimately discarded in favor of the fourth
headstamp illustrated. Reasons for these
changes are not known, but it is believed
that they were the result of the C.A.C.
cartridge not conforming completely to
NATO specifications. The last version pic-
tured was used from 1961 until manufac-
ture ceased in 1966. Earlier variations are
now scarce collectors’ items. New Zealand
armed forces now use ammunition im-
ported from West Germany, the U.S.A.,
Britain, and Australia.

C.A.C. 7.62 mm. NATO ball cartridges
were loaded with a 145-gr. copper-jacketed
boattail bullet. Propellant was an Aus-
tralian nitrocellulose powder designated
AR 2201 and the charge adjusted to pro-
duce an instrumental velocity of 2700
f.p.s. at 90 ft. This was generally about
42 grs.

.308 Sporting

First sporting versions of the 7.62 mm.
NATO cartridge appeared in 1960 and at
that time were no more than reject mili-
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tary rounds converted to hollow-point
bullet type after assembly. Lately, how-
ever, C.A.C. has commenced producing
properly designed sporting bullets includ-
ing a 180-gr. and 146-gr. hollow-point and
146- 180-gr. soft-points. Although early
cases originate from military surplus, all
.308 cartridges of current manufacture
have a commercial headstamp. Except for
the 146-gr. hollow-point - cartridge, which
contains AR 2201 propellant, the other
three rounds are loaded with Nobel’s Rifle
Neonite No. 41 powder. Charges are ad-
justed to produce a muzzle velocity of
2750 f.p.s. in the 146-gr. load and 2530
f.p.s. for the 180-gr. load.

.310 Cadet

This cartridge had a relatively short
life, and specimens bearing the C.A.C.
headstamp are scarce. Manufacture car-
ried out at both Melbourne and Auckland
plants during World War I period and
into the 1920’s. Used in single-shot Mar-
tini Cadet rifles by both Australia and
New Zealand for training officer cadets.
Manufacture of the .310 cartridge by
Australian government arsenals continued
thru World War II. The C.A.C. loading
was with a 120-gr. cast lead bullet and 6
grs. of smokeless powder producing a
muzzle velocity of about 1200 f.p.s. Later
Australian loading was with a pointed,
full gilding metal jacketed bullet.

.22 Rimfire

The Colonial Ammunition Company
does not have facilities to manufacture
virgin .22 rimfire cases and these are im-
ported from Australia in primed, head-
stamped condition. Until recently these
were brass and copper and bore the I.C.I.
headstamps commonly used on .22 car-
tridges of both Australian and English
manufacture. A departure from this took
place in 1966 when a new .22 long rifle
high speed cartridge with nickeled case
bearing the C.A.C. headstamp was intro-
duced. Early in 1967 a further new car-
tridge made an appearance, a special tar-
get load called the “Mark 10”. Both .22
short high speed and .22 long rifle stand-
ard velocity cartridges bearing the old
I.C.I. headstamp are still being manufac-
tured.

Although the range of cartridges cur-
rently manufactured by C.A.C. is insig-
nificant when compared to overseas muni-
tions giants, this company is an important
New Zealand industry and one which has
played a major part in bringing fame to
New Zealand shooters in international
competition. In 1965 C.A.C. was pur-
chased by Imperial Chemical Industries
Limited whose extensive facilities in Aus-
tralia were already producing an impressive
range of cartridges. In 1971 the firm name
was changed to CAC Industries Ltd. With
this backing this firm has expanded its line
to include .243, .270, .30-°06, .30-30, and
8x57 mm in various loads, and shipments
of these calibers as well as shotshells and
rimfires are finding a ready market in
North America and Japan. Not content to
rest on their hard-won laurels, they are still
investigating other calibers and improve-
ments. |

Shoulder Stock
Rules Clarified

MPLIFYING information given in remov-
ing nine makes or models of handguns
with shoulder stocks from the National Fire-
arms Act requirement of a $200 permit or
license, the Treasury Department, in re-
sponse to a question from The American
Rifleman, has stated that Lugers and Mau-
sers already modified so that the shoulder
stock cannot be attached remain exempt
from the requirement and act.

The original announcement referred to
handguns and stocks “in unaltered form.”
(See The American Rifleman, Nov., 1972,
p. 26.) Many Lugers and Mausers were
altered by grinding off Luger stock lugs or
filling Mauser stock slots to make the stocks
unattachable. Of this John J. Caulfield, Act-
ing Assistant ATFB Director for Criminal
Enforcement, said:

“It is true that many persons were en-
couraged to alter Luger pistols by grinding
off the stock lugs and to alter Mauser pistols
by filling in the female stock attaching re-
cesses so that no violations would exist.
By doing this, the person could still possess
the appropriate attachable shoulder stock
and not be in possession of a ‘short barrel
rifle’. When a person accomplished this mod-
ification to his Luger or Mauser, that fire-
arm was immediately removed from the
purview of the act, since it no longer had
a stock-attaching capability.

“This latest action would have no bear-
ing on a person who complied with earlier
recommendations.”

All such arms, however, continue to come
under the general provisions of the 1968
Gun Control Act. |

MINI-EDITORIAL

From time to time someone,
usually in a pessimistic mood, as-
serts that The American Rifleman
in its presentation of the gun own-
ers’ cause is only “talking to itself”
—that it reaches mobody but gun
owners.

If they would only stop to con-
sider, they would be quiet. Any
magazine that goes to a million in-
telligent readers, including high per-
centages with everything from Ph.D.
degrees to old-fashioned American
horse sense, talks to the Nation and
not just to itself. A million NRA
Members are not exactly deaf mutes.
They make themselves heard per-
haps better than any other million
people in the Nation. And they get
a lot of their facts and arguments in
behalf of gun ownership from The
American Rifleman. So let’s not
have any more defeatist remarks on
the subject, please.—A.H.
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