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THE PARSON’s TALE
My heart swelled with inordinate pride as our
Church Corporation recently held is first hybrid
meeting on January 24". A small group gathered—
socially distanced— in the Sanctuary and a much
larger group gathered on Zoom. Through the
wonders of modern technology and the tireless
work of the AV Booth, we were able to see and hear
each other, to deliberate on church business, and to
vote.

This experience—which was truly thrilling for
me—prompted me to reflect on how quaint this
accomplishment will seem to those who make up
the First Baptist Church in twenty-five or fifty years
from now. What was a giant technological leap for
us, for them will seem elementary. | think it will be
as twee as the long defunct gaslight fixtures we still
have in the sanctuary and other places around the
building—a reminder that a generation or two ago
our resources and abilities were markedly different.

In 1910 the great American Baptist thinker, Walter
Rauschenbusch, published his volume Prayers of
the Social Awakening. Near the end of this book, he
included a “Prayer for Those Who Come After Us.”
In this spirit, 1 would like you to join me in praying
with Rev. Rauschenbusch for those who will inherit
the church and the world we are building for them.

O GOD, we pray thee for those who come after us,
for our children and the children of our friends, and
for all the young lives that are marching up from

MATTHEW ROBERT RASURE
(812) 455-8913
Church Office: 34 Oakland Street
(781) 396-3811 || (781) 396-5699
www.firstbaptistchurchmedford.org

the gates of birth, pure and eager, with the morning
sunshine on their faces. We remember with a pang
that these will live in the world we are making for
them.

We are wasting the resources of the earth in our
headlong greed, and they will suffer want. We are
building sunless houses and joyless cities for our
profit, and they must dwell therein. We are making
the burden heavy and the pace of work pitiless, and
they will fall wan and sobbing by the wayside. We
are poisoning the air of our land by our lies and our
uncleanness, and they will breathe it.

O God, ... [h]elp us to break the ancient force of
evil by a holy and steadfast will and to endow our
children with purer blood and nobler thoughts.
Grant us grace to leave the earth fairer than we
found it; to build upon it cities of God in which the
cry of needless pain shall cease; and to put the yoke
of Christ upon our business life that it may serve
and not destroy.

Lift the veil of the future and show us the generation
to come as it will be if blighted by our guilt, that our
lust may be cooled and we may walk in the fear of
the Eternal. Grant us a vision of the far-off years as
they may be if redeemed by the sons of God, that we
may take heart and do battle for thy children and
ours.

From the pen of Rev. Rauschenbusch a century ago
to OUR lips; from our lips to God’s ears ...

s



SUNDAY SCHEDULE (SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE)
9:30 a.m. Church School for all Ages. Child care is provided until 12:15
10:45 a.m. Morning Worship in the Sanctuary
~11:15 a.m. Make and Learn for Children in Grades 1-5, 2" and 4" Sundays
(Children leave during the second hymn)

Youth Group for Grades 6 and older, 2" and 4™ Sundays
Following worship, there is Fellowship in Memorial Hall, provided by volunteers.

Services will be held in the Sanctuary at 11:00 a.m.—Attendance Limited—
Reservations required via https://forms.gle/4ABhAKaqCrT68Sj8Y6, by Thursday each week

All Worship Services during February will also be available via Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2021 —HOLY

COMMUNION

Sermon by Rev. Dr. Matthew Rasure

Scriptures: Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c;
Mark 1:29-39

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021—

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY

Sermon by Rev. Dr. Gloria Jean Wright

Scriptures: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6;
2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 9:2-9

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021 at 8:00 p.m.
ASH WEDNESDAY VIRTUAL SERVICE
Only on ZOOM and Facebook
Sermon by Rev. Dr. Matthew Rasure
Scripture: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17,
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021—

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Sermon by Rev. Dr. Matthew Rasure

Scriptures: Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10;
1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021—

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

Sermon by Rev. Dr. Matthew Rasure

Scriptures: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31;
Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38

IN CASE OF INCLEMENT WEATHER. . . ...
Should the Governor declare a State of Emergency related to inclement weather, in-person services
will be moved online. Anyone with reservations for or roles in affected services will receive a phone call
or email as early as possible. Turn
to www.firstbaptistchurchmedford.org, www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMedford, or check your FBC
Updates emails for up-to-date information.



https://forms.gle/4BhAKaqCrT68Sj8Y6
http://www.firstbaptistchurchmedford.org/
http://www.facebook.com/FirstChurchMEdford




HAPPY FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS TO. ..

3 John Wallace Il 17 Steeve Paul
Dante Welch 19 Elizabeth Kehoe
7 Kurt Drauschke 20 Amanda Blake
8 Bradley Day 21 Tom D’Eon
Charles Hurley 11l Alexander James King
14 Craig Drauschke 26 Christopher Stone
15 Jacqueline Rogers 27 Diane Noel
16 Patricia Latham 28 Bradley Gake
William Miller Jillian Hurley

Note from the Editor: The monthly birthday lists
were taken from the Parish List, and last fully
revised in December 2014. Especially for
members who have joined our congregation since
then, if you would like your birthday or those of
your family listed, please contact Barbara
Drauschke.

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBER FOR
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

In case of an emergency requiring immediate
assistance from the church or minister, please
call or text 781-350-4067. This phone number is
on the church’s answering machine, as well. This
local Medford number will go direct to Rev.
Matt’s cellphone or to the phone of whomever is
on call should he be away.

PASTORAL CARE
If you are in need of pastoral care, or know of
someone who is, or are interested in baptism or
church membership, please contact Rev. Rasure,
Ruth Kline or Ken Tarr, Co-Chairs of the
Diaconate.

COMMUNION

GATHERING AT THE LORD’s TABLE ON
FEBRUARY 7

On Sunday, February 7th, we will gather around
the table for Holy Communion. Communion will
be distributed in sterile, pre-packaged,

single serve cups.

For those worshipping virtually, there are two
ways to participate in Holy Communion AFTER
the service.

+ The pastors will be available in front of the
church on Oakland Street from Noon to 12:30 to
distribute the elements from the Table.

+ The Deacons or Communion Ministers will
bring the elements from the Table to your house.
+ If you have registered to attend the in-person
service, you do not need to reserve Communion.

TO RECEIVE FBC EMAIL LIST

If you do not already receive the FBC Updates,
Children’s Chat Double-Takes, and other emails
from the Church, you can sign up at
https://firstbaptistchurchmedford.org/email-sign-

up

















