“Today You Will Be With Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43)

Introduction:
This lesson delves into the meaning of Jesus’ words to the repentant thief on the cross, focusing on salvation, grace, and eternal hope. Through thought-provoking discussion questions and answers, we will
explore what this passage teaches about faith and the assurance of heaven.

Opening Reflection:

+ Have you ever wondered what happens immediately after death? What comfort do Jesus’ words in Luke 23:43 bring to this question?

Scripture Reading:

* Luke 23:32-43 (Read aloud as a group or individually)

Lesson Overview:
Jesus was crucified between two criminals. One joined in mocking Him, while the other acknowledged His innocence and authority, asking, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom” (Luke
23:42). Jesus responded with an astonishing promise: “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). This exchange highlights profound truths about salvation.

Lesson Points & Discussion Questions

A. The Thief’s Faith: A Model of True Belief
The thief demonstrated an extraordinary level of faith at a time when Jesus appeared weak and defeated. While the world mocked Christ, the thief recognized Him as King. This moment
highlights that faith is not based on what we see but on the truth of who Jesus is. Despite his circumstances, the thief believed in Jesus’ kingdom and authority, even when Jesus was dying
beside him.

+ Discussion Question: What do you think made the thief realize Jesus was truly the King? What might have been different about Jesus compared to others being crucified
- The thief may have seen Jesus’ calmness, His forgiveness toward His enemies, and His divine authority even in suffering. Unlike the other criminals, Jesus did not fight back or curse those crucifying Him,
which may have revealed His true nature to the thief.

B. Jesus’ Immediate Assurance: Salvation is Instantaneous
Jesus did not hesitate to offer salvation. The moment the thief expressed his faith, Jesus assured him of eternal life. This interaction shows that salvation is not a process that takes years to
achieve—it is immediate for those who believe in Christ. There is no delay, no probation period, and no conditions other than faith in Jesus. This should bring great comfort to believers, knowing
that we are secure in Christ the moment we trust Him.

- Discussion Question: How does this passage challenge the idea that we need to “work” for salvation or go through a process to be accepted by God?
- It clearly shows that salvation is based on faith alone. The thief had no time to perform religious acts, be baptized, or earn God’s favor, yet he was saved. This proves that salvation is a gift of grace, not
something we earn through our deeds (Ephesians 2:8-9).

C. Grace Over Works: The Gift of Salvation
One of the most significant aspects of this passage is that the thief had no opportunity to perform good works, yet he was saved. He could not be baptized, join a church, or live a righteous life,
yet Jesus welcomed him into paradise. This moment reinforces the truth that salvation is by grace alone through faith, not by human effort. If salvation depended on works, this thief would have
had no hope. Yet, through God’s grace, he received the greatest gift—eternal life.

+ Discussion Question: How does this story encourage those who feel they are “not good enough” to be saved?
- It reassures us that no matter our past, salvation is available to all who believe in Jesus. The thief had lived a sinful life, but his faith at that moment secured his eternity. This teaches us that God’s grace is
greater than our sins.

D. The Meaning of “Paradise”: What Awaits Believers?
When Jesus spoke of paradise, He referred to a place of rest and fellowship with God. The term “paradise” is used in 2 Corinthians 12:3-4, where Paul describes it as the dwelling place of God,
and in Revelation 2:7, where it is associated with the tree of life. Jesus’ words assure us that believers enter into the presence of God immediately after death. There is no uncertainty—those
who trust in Christ are with Him forever.

+ Discussion Question: How does knowing about paradise shape the way we live our daily lives and view death?
+ Knowing that paradise awaits gives us peace and confidence, removing fear of death. It encourages us to focus on eternal values rather than temporary struggles, leading us to live with purpose and faith.

E. The Urgency of Faith: No Second Chances After Death
The story of the thief on the cross reminds us that while salvation is available to all, the time to respond is now. The thief made a last-minute decision, but many people assume they will have
time later in life to turn to God. However, we are not promised tomorrow (2 Corinthians 6:2). This passage urges us not to delay in making a decision for Christ and to share the gospel with
urgency, knowing that eternity is at stake.

- Discussion Question: Why do people often delay putting their faith in Jesus? What are some ways we can encourage others to see the urgency of salvation?
+ Many delay due to distractions, sin, or the belief that they have plenty of time. Some believe they must “fix” their lives before coming to Jesus. We can encourage urgency by sharing testimonies, emphasizing
that tomorrow is not guaranteed, and demonstrating the joy and peace that come with salvation.

Key Takeaways:

+ Salvation is through faith in Christ alone, not by works.

+ Jesus’ grace is immediate and sufficient for anyone who truly believes.

+ Eternal life is assured for those who trust in Christ.

« There is urgency in responding to the gospel —tomorrow is not promised.

Final Thought:

Jesus’ words to the thief remind us that grace is available to all, even in the final moments of life. This is the hope we carry and the message we share.



	Introduction:

