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Australian journalists on Israel study tours
hosted or funded by Jewish community advocacy
organisations 1978-present

Executive summary

This report identifies Australian journalists (including editors, correspondents, presenters and certain
opinion editors/columnists) who are explicitly documented as having participated in Israel study
tours / study missions that were hosted, sponsored, or materially supported by Jewish community
advocacy organisations—particularly the AIJAC Rambam Israel Fellowship / Rambam study
programme and NSW Jewish Board of Deputies (JBOD) delegations (some supported by JCA
fundraising vehicles). The principal evidentiary base here is the Australian Jewish News (AJN) online
archive, which repeatedly names participants and organisations and, in some cases, provides month-

"o

level timing (e.g., “last month”, “in July”, “in November”). 1

Across the accessible, open AJN items retrieved for this session, the earliest clearly documented
journalist participation in a Jewish-community sponsored Israel study tour is November 2015. Earlier
(1978-2014) journalist-inclusion is plausible in principle—AIJAC states its Rambam program sponsors
visits by “selected senior journalists” and other leaders—but this report does not assert earlier
journalist visits without named, sponsor-explicit primary sources. 2

Key recurring patterns in AJN's documentation include:

* AIJAC Rambam journalist missions (often described as intensive study tours with Israeli and
Palestinian briefings). 3

+ JBOD-organised journalist delegations (sometimes described as “Study Mission” and explicitly
linked to JCA funding in at least one AJN account). 4

Inclusion criteria and method

An entry is included in the findings table only if a primary/authoritative source explicitly states all of:

* the person is a journalist/editor/presenter/columnist (or a clearly journalistic role),

* the person participated in a study tour / mission to Israel (or Israel-focused study visit), and

* the trip was hosted/sponsored/organised/funded by a Jewish community advocacy
organisation (e.g., AJAC Rambam; JBOD; JCA-linked funding on a JBOD mission). >

Dates are recorded as:

* precise calendar ranges only when explicitly given (none of the core journalist sources in this
dataset provide full start-end ranges),

+ otherwise month/year where directly implied by “in July”, “in November”, “last month” (anchored
to the article publication date), and

* otherwise unspecified. ¢
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State/territory is recorded as:

* the outlet’s primary base state where strongly conventional (e.g., The West Australian — WA),
and marked “inferred”; otherwise unspecified. This is a methodological compromise to avoid
presenting location as fact when AJN does not state it. 7

Chronological table of documented journalist participation

Legend

* Sponsor/org: organisation stated as funding/hosting/organising.

* Seat: journalists are not elected officials = not applicable unless the person is simultaneously
an MP (none in these rows).

* Source type: AJN news feature/opinion/coverage; AIJAC official page (context only).

+ Confidence: High (named + journalistic role + sponsor + Israel visit timing at least month-level);
Medium (named + role + sponsor but timing only “recent/last week"); Low (named + role +

sponsor but timing/location require substantial inference).
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Source catalogue with direct links

The following primary sources were used to identify and corroborate journalist participants and

sponsaors.

+ AJN: “Rambam journos report back” (21 Dec 2015) — names and roles for AJAC Rambam
participants; also names JBOD-joined delegation members.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/rambam-journos-report-back/ 55
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* AJN: “Impressions of Israel” (24 Dec 2015) — explicitly states JBOD “Study Mission to Israel in
November” and lists named journalist participants; also lists parallel AJAC Rambam participants.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/impressions-of-israel/ 9
Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2015/12/JBOD-
journos-640x400.jpg 57

* AJN: “Aussies share insights of Israel” (29 Aug 2016) — names Rambam trip participants and
states trip occurred “in July” and was organised by AJJAC.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/aussies-share-insights-israel/ 24
Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2016/08/
Rambam-talk1-1-640x400.jpg 58

+ AJN: “Journo delegation reports back” (2 Dec 2016) — JBOD-organised media mission; identifies
specific journalists and explicitly states the mission was largely funded by the JCA Haberman
Kulawicz Wolanski Fund (and supported by JCA 10x10).
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/journo-delegation-reports-back/ 26
Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2016/12/
Journo-delegation-1-640x400.jpg 59

* AJN: “Credlin: Balance lacking in Israel coverage” (3 Aug 2017) — explicitly describes AIJAC-
organised Rambam study tour “early last month” and lists named participants.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/credlin-balance-lacking-israel-
coverage/ 32
Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2017/08/
Credlin-1-640x400.jpg ¢©0

« AJN: “Participants report back” (7 Oct 2018) — explicitly identifies an Australian Financial Review
journalist as a Rambam participant (trip date not given).
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/participants-report-back/ 38
Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2018/10/
IMG_9679-640x400.jpg ¢©

* AJN: “Israel up close for editors” (1 Aug 2019) — explicitly states participation in a Rambam
journalist mission “last month” and lists several named journalist participants.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/israel-up-close-for-editors/ 40
Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2019/08/
lehmann-640x400. jpg 62

* AJN: “Rambam returnees reflect on Israel trip” (17 Sep 2019) — names four journalists and states
they returned “last week” from the Rambam program.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/rambam-returnees-reflect-on-israel-
trip/ 4
(The embedded image link for this item could not be retrieved in this session due to a fetch
error.) 63

+ AJN: “Senator, Journalists struck by feeling of history during Israel study visit” (10 Aug 2023) —
explicitly states named journalists “recently returned” from media study visits to Israel via the
Rambam program.

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/senator-journalists-struck-by-feeling-
of-history-during-israel-study-visit/ 47
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Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2023/08/
rambam-640x400. jpg 64

* AJN: “Journalists share insights from Israel visit” (10 Jul 2024) — explicitly names multiple
“returnees” from the Rambam study program and their outlets/roles.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/journalists-share-insights-from-
israel-visit/ 50

Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2024/06/
F231020YS32-640x400-1-640x400.jpg ¢©5

+ AJN: “Victorian MPs’ ‘life-changing’ visit to Israel” (10 Jul 2024) — mentions a named journalist
who “had himself just returned from a journalists’ Rambam group”.
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/victorian-mps-life-changing-visit-to-
israel/ 54
Image link captured: https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2024/07/
DSC06459-640x400. jpg ©¢

* AJJAC official: “About A[JAC" — describes Rambam Israel Fellowship as annually sponsoring visits
to Israel by “selected senior journalists” and other cohorts (contextual, not participant-specific).
https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/ 67

Timeline of visits by year

timeline

title Australian journalists on AJN-documented Israel study tours hosted/
funded by AIJAC Rambam or JBOD/JCA (named participants)

2015 : Nov — JBOD Study Mission (Lipson, English, Hart, Shields);
parallel AIJAC Rambam (Markson, Campbell, Patrick)

2016 : Jul — AIJAC Rambam journalists/academics cohort (Cater named)

2016 : (unspecified) — JBOD media delegation (Malpass, Massola, Brace,
Clennell, Vishwanathan named; nine total stated)

2017 : Early Jul — AIJAC Rambam journalist cohort (Credlin, Morrow,
Butterfly, Healey, Khadem, Wills)

2018 : (unspecified) — AIJAC Rambam participant report-back (Ludlow
named)

2019 : Jul — AIJAC Rambam editors/journalists mission (Lehmann,
Smethurst, Houghton, Chris Jones, Erin Jones)

2019 : Early Sep — AIJAC Rambam returnees (Chris Jones, Griffin, Erin
Jones, Carlton)

2023 : (unspecified) — AIJAC Rambam media study visits (Nicholas Jensen,
Tognini)

2024 : (unspecified) — AIJAC Rambam returnees (Buffini, Dudley, Power,
Akerman)

2024 : (unspecified) — AIJAC journalists’ Rambam group return (Campbell
mentioned)


https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2023/08/rambam-640x400.jpg
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/journalists-share-insights-from-israel-visit/
https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2024/06/F231020YS32-640x400-1-640x400.jpg
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/victorian-mps-life-changing-visit-to-israel/
https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2024/07/DSC06459-640x400.jpg
https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/

Assumptions, gaps, and limitations

This report is not a guaranteed census of all 1978-present journalist study tours, for several reasons:

+ AJN archive access and discoverability: AJN's site has topic pages and search that may require
interactive “Load more”, and some items may be behind subscription/login limits. The dataset
here reflects what could be located and opened in this session via targeted searches, not a
complete scrape of all AJN results. 68

* Trove digitised AJN content: Some Trove items were intermittently fetch-blocked or returned
errors in this session, limiting systematic retrieval of older print-era reporting that might name
journalist delegations prior to AJN's modern online archive. Where such access issues occurred
(e.g., an embedded image fetch failure), they are explicitly noted. 63

+ Date precision: Many AJN items describe timing as “last month”, “in July”, “in November”, or
“recent”, without start-end dates. This report records those as month-level (where confidently
anchored to publication date) or unspecified. 69

« State/territory coding: AJN rarely states the journalist’s state explicitly. Where included, state is
either unspecified or inferred from the primary base of the named outlet (clearly marked as
“inferred”). This avoids presenting geographic location as fact when the underlying source does
not provide it. 7

+ Journalist definition edge cases: Some participants are described as columnists, opinion
editors, or political “contributors”. These are commonly journalistic roles, but the boundary
between journalism and commentary/think-tank work can be porous. Where inclusion relies on
such roles, this is signposted in the confidence notes. 70

* No allegations / no inference of undisclosed sponsorship: The table contains only entries
where the sponsor/organising body is explicitly stated in a primary source. (For example: JBOD
mission + JCA fund; AIJAC Rambam program.) 71

T3 5 11 14 18 25 37 42 48 51 55 69 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/rambam-journos-
report-back/

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/rambam-journos-report-back/

2 67 https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/

https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/

4 6 8 9 44 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/impressions-of-israel/

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/impressions-of-israel/

7 10 17 20 28 32 36 46 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/credlin-balance-lacking-israel-
coverage/

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/credlin-balance-lacking-israel-coverage/

1229 33 45 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/rambam-returnees-reflect-on-israel-trip/
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/rambam-returnees-reflect-on-israel-trip/

13 15 16 22 34 40 68 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/israel-up-close-for-editors/
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/israel-up-close-for-editors/
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19 58 https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2016/08/Rambam-talk1-1-640x400.jpg
https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2016/08/Rambam-talk1-1-640x400.jpg

21 39 47 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/senator-journalists-struck-by-feeling-of-history-
during-israel-study-visit/
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/senator-journalists-struck-by-feeling-of-history-during-israel-study-visit/

23 26 53 71 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/journo-delegation-reports-back/

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/journo-delegation-reports-back/

24 43 70 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/aussies-share-insights-israel/

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/aussies-share-insights-israel/

27 30 35 41 50 52 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/journalists-share-insights-from-israel-visit/

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/journalists-share-insights-from-israel-visit/

31 38 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/participants-report-back/
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/participants-report-back/

49 64 https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2023/08/rambam-640x400.jpg
https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2023/08/rambam-640x400.jpg

54 https://www.australianjewishnews.com/victorian-mps-life-changing-visit-to-israel/

https://www.australianjewishnews.com/victorian-mps-life-changing-visit-to-israel/

56 https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2015/12/AlJAC-journos-640x400.jpg
https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2015/12/A]JAC-journos-640x400.jpg
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62 https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2019/08/lehmann-640x400.jpg
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63 (no title)

65 https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2024/06/F231020YS32-640x400-1-640x400.jpg
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66 https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2024/07/DSC06459-640x400.jpg
https://static.timesofisrael.com/ajn/uploads/2024/07/DSC06459-640x400.jpg
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