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Australians on Israel study tours funded by
Jewish lobby groups 1978-present

Executive summary

This report compiles documented instances (1978-present) in which Australian politicians (federal
and state) disclosed Israel-related study visits / delegations that were sponsored, hosted, or
materially supported (in cash or in kind, such as flights, accommodation, ground transport, meals) by
Jewish community advocacy/lobby organisations, most prominently the Australia/Israel & Jewish
Affairs Council (AIJAC) via its Rambam Israel Fellowship Program. '

The results are not exhaustive for the full 1978-present period. Publicly searchable, digitised
“register of interests” and travel-disclosure PDFs are uneven across jurisdictions and time; the earliest
clearly dated Israel visit located in accessible parliamentary-interest summaries during this
research is November 2009 (Victoria). A contemporaneous archive record indicates AIJJAC launched
the Rambam Program in 2003 with the explicit purpose of facilitating “educational and fact-finding
missions” to Israel for groups including parliamentarians. 2

Where disclosures provide full date ranges, those are reproduced. Where a disclosure records only a
month/year, duration (“4-day trip”), or simply “travel to Israel” without dates, the table marks the
missing details as “unspecified” and flags the limitation in the “Visit dates” field.

Methodology and inclusion criteria

The compilation prioritised primary-source disclosures in: - the Parliament of Australia 3 registers of
interests (House and Senate statements/forms), 4 and
- the Parliament of Victoria 5 register-of-interests summary publications. 6

An entry was included only if a primary source explicitly indicated: - travel to Israel (or Israel/
Palestinian territories), and

- sponsorship/hosting/support by a Jewish lobby/community organisation (e.g., AIJJAC; occasionally
additional named bodies in disclosures). 7

Entries that referenced a Jewish organisation but did not specify Israel as the destination (e.g., “land
travel and hospitality by AJJAC” without location) were treated as ambiguous and excluded from the
main table (documented in the limitations section). 8

Findings

Across the accessible disclosures reviewed, AIJAC dominates sponsorship/hosting references,
frequently via the Rambam Israel Fellowship Program—a program AIJAC describes as annually
sponsoring visits to Israel by selected politicians and other leaders. 1
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Disclosures vary in the type of support recorded: - Some specify full or substantial support (e.g.,
flights, accommodation, programme expenses). °

- Others specify in-kind components only (e.g., ground transport, guide, some meals). 10

- Some state only that travel was “as a guest of” AIJJAC or “trip to Israel... sponsored” by AJJAC, without
dates or itemisation. 11

The Victorian register summaries also show that disclosures can appear as additions or deletions in

“variations” summaries, meaning the underlying trip may have occurred earlier but the summary
document records the adjustment later. 12

Chronological table of documented visits

The table is ordered by earliest disclosed/known visit date per person (where the trip date is entirely
unspecified, ordering uses the date stated in the disclosure where available, and is labelled as such).
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(exact dates Nardella Leqislative VIC Melton on trip to Israel “trip to Israel in
unspecified) 44 g recorded) April 2016" and
Assembly L
AIJAC hospitality.
45
Victorian
Register
Member, AJJAC summary notin
Apr 2016 Gabrielle L ) I Y J
o Victorian (hospitality/ AJJAC
(exact dates Williams . VIC Dandenong . -
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Fernando House of VIC Holt 74 hosted; dates
Jul 2023 ) full date range
73 Representatives stated)
and host/
sponsor. 75
House Members'
Interests
Keith Member of the AIJAC (Rambam; i .
24 Jun 2023-2 , alteration giving
Wolahan House of VIC Menzies 77 hosted; dates
Jul 2023 . full date range
76 Representatives stated)
and host/
sponsor. 78


https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-sep-2024.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Senators_Interests/-/media/B704EB1A8B41477F997DEE23A8565BC7.ashx
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/Webster_47P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Senators_Interests/~/media/61717B5838F040FBB8D11AA66A6B9D4A.ashx
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/Webster_47P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/KN/Leeser_47P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/Committees/Senate/committee/interests_ctte/Volumes_Tabled/2014/2014July_Register_of_interests_between_131211_and_14070402.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Senators_Interests/-/media/774F4D174B254D2FBC3D483748B798FC.ashx
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Senators_Interests/-/media/B704EB1A8B41477F997DEE23A8565BC7.ashx
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/committees/senate/committee/interests_ctte/statements_2019_46th_parl/rustona_astat_190730.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/CF/Fernando_47P.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496044/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-3250/summary_of_returns_____june_2017_and_summary_of_variations_notified_between_3_august_2017_and_20_september_2017_and_summary_.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/KN/Leeser_47P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/Wolahan_47P.pdf

Sponsor /

Visit dates Job title at time State/ Seat (federal/ ) Primary source
Full name - ) sponsoring ,
(start-end) of visit Territory  state) o link(s)
organisation
House Members'
Interests
alteration giving
ADAC (Israel 9-14 Dec 2023
9 Dec 2023- travel with dates Israel dates and
14 Dec Andrew Member of the stated for 2023; .
. AIJAC provision;
2023<br>2017 Wallace House of QLD Fisher 80 2017 Rambam
(dates 79 Representatives participation also statement also
. . records 2017
unspecified) recorded without
Rambam
dates) e
participation
without dates.
81
AIJAC (Rambam
. House Members'
Israel Fellowship
Interests
Bert van Member of the Program; “Study i .
8 Mar 2024~ o alteration giving
Manen House of QLD Forde 83 Group visit to
14 Mar 2024 . full date range
82 Representatives Israel”; dates and
. and covered
covered items .
items. 84
stated)
Victorian MP
travel report
Member, Southern AIJAC (host listed listing
31 May 2024- David Victorian VIC Metropolitan  for Israel leg; delegation
12 Jun 2024 Davis & Legislative Region (Vic delegation travel membership,
Council LC) report) travel dates, and
host (Israel):
AJJAC. 21
Victorian MP
travel report
Member, AIJAC (host listed listing
31 May 2024~ Brad Victori forl I leg; delegati
y ra. |c9nah vIC Berwick or ya§ eg eegalon.
12 Jun 2024 Battin 86 Legislative delegation travel membership,
Assembly report) travel dates, and
host (Israel):
AJJAC. 21
Victorian MP
travel report
Member, Southern AIJAC (host listed listing
31 May 2024- Matthew Victorian VIC Metropolitan  for Israel leg; delegation
12 Jun 2024 Bach &7 Legislative Region (Vic delegation travel membership,
Council LC) report) travel dates, and

host (Israel):
AJJAC. 21


https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496116/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-1532/summary_of_returns_2014_wffrb6b5.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496044/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-3250/summary_of_returns_____june_2017_and_summary_of_variations_notified_between_3_august_2017_and_20_september_2017_and_summary_.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/Wallace_47P.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496044/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-3250/summary_of_returns_____june_2017_and_summary_of_variations_notified_between_3_august_2017_and_20_september_2017_and_summary_.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496116/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-1532/summary_of_returns_2014_wffrb6b5.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/van_Manen_47P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/Wolahan_47P.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-sep-2024.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/Webster_47P.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-sep-2024.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Senators_Interests/~/media/61717B5838F040FBB8D11AA66A6B9D4A.ashx
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-sep-2024.pdf

Sponsor /

Visit dates Job title at time State/ Seat (federal/ ) Primary source
Full name - ) sponsoring ,
(start-end) of visit Territory  state) o link(s)
organisation
Victorian MP
travel report
James Member, AIJAC (host listed listing
31 May 2024- Victorian ) for Israel leg; delegation
Newbury L VIC Brighton . .
12 Jun 2024 a8 Legislative delegation travel membership,
Assembly report) travel dates, and
host (Israel):
AJJAC. 21
Victorian MP
travel report
Tim Member, AIJAC (host listed listing
31 May 2024- Victorian for Israel leg; delegation
McCurdy . VIC Ovens Valley ) ,
12 Jun 2024 o Legislative delegation travel membership,
Assembly report) travel dates, and
host (Israel):
AJJAC. 21

Timeline of documented visits

timeline

title Documented AU politicians' Israel study tours supported by Jewish
lobby/community orgs (selected; 2009-2024)

2009 : Kronberg (Vic) 16-19 Nov

2012 : Angus (Vic) 12-20 Jul; Miller (Vic) 12-20 Jul; Southwick (Vic) 12-
21 Jul

2013 : Foley (Vic) Mar; Shaw (Vic) Jul; Southwick (Vic) 5-12 Jul; Andrews
(Vic) Dec

2014 : Wong (Cth) 29 Mar-5 Apr; Ruston (Cth) 26 Apr-3 May; Wyatt (Cth) (4
nights, dates unspecified); 0'Neill (Cth) (dates unspecified); Seselja (Cth)
(dates unspecified)

2015 : Edwards (Cth) 2-8 May; Mitchell (Cth) (4 days, dates unspecified)

2016 : Nardella (Vic) Apr; Williams (Vic) Apr; Watt (Vic) 5-12 Jul;
Southwick (Vic) 5-12 Jul

2017 : Dick (Cth) 13-17 Mar; Hastie (Cth) (2017, dates unspecified); Guy
(Vic) Jul

2019 : Chandler (Cth) 7-14 Dec

2022 : McGrath (Cth) 27 Aug-4 Sep; Hughes (Cth) (dates unspecified);
Leeser (Cth) (dates unspecified); Webster (Cth) (dates unspecified)

2023 : McLachlan (Cth) 24 Jun-2 Jul; Wolahan (Cth) 24 Jun-2 Jul; Fernando
(Cth) 24 Jun-1 Jul; Wallace (Cth) 9-14 Dec

2024 : van Manen (Cth) 8-14 Mar; Vic delegation 31 May-12 Jun

10


https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-sep-2024.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-sep-2024.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/van_Manen_47P.pdf
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-sep-2024.pdf

Gaps, ambiguities, and limitations

Although the requested timeframe begins in 1978, publicly accessible, digitised registers and travel
disclosures are incomplete for early decades; this research found no reliably linkable primary-source
entries (within the limits of accessible online records) before 2009. The Victorian register summary
documents explicitly cite the governing “Register of Interests” framework dating to 1978, but do not
themselves supply a comprehensive, digitised, person-by-person back-catalogue to 1978. 6

Several disclosures (especially “summary of variations” documents) record “delete” entries (e.g.,
“hospitality and transport in Israel provided by AIJAC") without stating the original travel date. Those

trips are included above only where Israel is clearly stated; otherwise, they were treated as ambiguous.
90

A number of AJJAC-related entries (for example, in Victorian summaries) state only “land travel and
hospitality by AJJAC” without specifying Israel, and were therefore excluded from the main list to
avoid inference. 91

For several federal disclosures, trip dates are not provided (e.g., “study tour to Israel” or “travel to
Israel... as a guest of..."). In these cases the table records dates as unspecified, even where the filing
date of the form is known, because filing dates are not always identical to travel dates. 92

Finally, the user's scope includes “public figures” beyond parliamentarians (e.g., journalists, advisers).
While AIJAC's program description and early press coverage indicate the Rambam Program was
intended for such cohorts, this report does not enumerate non-parliamentarians, because
comparable systematic disclosure registers and primary-source lists (1978-present) were not
identifiable within the accessible parliamentary disclosure corpus used here. 93

1 https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/
https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/

2 10 14 15 16 22 23 24 25 27 49 79 83 VICTORIA

https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496116/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-1532/
summary_of_returns_2014_wffrb6b5.pdf

3 4 7 9 47 54 https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/
Register/45p/CF/DickM_45P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/45p/CF/DickM_45P.pdf

5 50 78 & https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/
SZ/Wolahan_47P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/SZ/Wolahan_47P.pdf

6 8 12 13 17 20 30 36 44 45 46 51 55 56 58 59 76 80 8 90 91 https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496044/glob
documents/tabled-paper-3250/
summary_of_returns____june_2017_and_summary_of_variations_notified_between_3_august_2017_and_20_september_20
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496044/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-3250/
summary_of_returns____june_2017_and_summary_of_variations_notified_between_3_august_2017_and_20_september_2017_and_summary_.pdf

1 70 77 Full Statement of Registrable Interests
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/47P/KN/Leeser_47P.pdf
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https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/Committees/Senate/committee/interests_ctte/Volumes_Tabled/2014/2014July_Register_of_interests_between_131211_and_14070402.pdf
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/262944333
https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/
https://aijac.org.au/about-aijac/
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https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/496116/globalassets/tabled-paper-documents/tabled-paper-1532/summary_of_returns_2014_wffrb6b5.pdf
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18 31 74 https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/committees/senate/committee/interests_ctte/
statements_2019_46th_parl/rustona_astat_190730.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/committees/senate/committee/interests_ctte/statements_2019_46th_parl/
rustona_astat_190730.pdf

19 26 38 https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/44p/TZ/
WyattK_44P.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/03_Senators_and_Members/32_Members/Register/44p/TZ/WyattK_44P.pdf

21 34 37 52 53 60 65 8 parliament.vic.gov.au
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/4ae241/contentassets/85207c87e9284c85911a2b08f51e4f14/reports/davis-travel-q1-
sep-2024.pdf

28 41 42 63 66 73 https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/
Senators_Interests/-/media/B704EB1A8B41477F997DEE23A8565BC7.ashx

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Senators_Interests/-/media/
B704EB1A8B41477F997DEE23A8565BC7.ashx

29 32 33 35 48 64 71 92 https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/Committees/Senate/committee/
interests_ctte/Volumes_Tabled/
2014/2014July_Register_of_interests_between_131211_and_14070402.pdf
https://www.aph.gov.au/-/media/Committees/Senate/committee/interests_ctte/Volumes_Tabled/
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