
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Sunday, January 14, 2024 

9:30 AM 

 

INTRODUCTION 
All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also the 

youngest child, like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. 

Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from 

isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision 

in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he 

himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God. 
 

PRELUDE 
Improvisation on Christe Sanctorum 

 

+ Gathering + 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL                                                                                           The congregation may stand. 

 

A reading from the Holy Gospel, according to Mark. 

 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And 

just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 

like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.” 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Whose Spirit blew over the waters of creation 

the God who gave us a new birth in the waters of Christ baptism, 

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

God, our rock and refuge, 

we pour out our hearts before you. 

We have known you but have not always loved you. 

We have wounded one another 

and sinned against you. 

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 

dwelling in each of us. 

Remember your covenant. 

Renew your creation. 

Restore us, that we might proclaim your good news to all. 
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The voice of the Lord is upon the waters, God has spoken: 

The time of grace is now. 

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near. 

By the authority of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God (ELW 458)               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.                                                                                                                                                      
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless blessings 

and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you 

more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Maker and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

                                                                                     
                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                 The congregation may be seated. 

 

+ Word + 
 

READING                                                                                                                                                                  1 Samuel 3:1-20                                                                         

A reading from First Samuel. 

 
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 

 2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying 

down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the 

temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he 

said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not 

call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got 

up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; 

lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet 

been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 

and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the boy. 
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for 

your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant is listening.” 11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do 

something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears of it tingle. 12On that day I will 

fulfill against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have 

told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his 

sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of Eli 

that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. Samuel 

was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, 

“Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to 

you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him 

everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do what seems good 

to him.” 

 19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 
20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM                                                                                                                          Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 

The congregation sings the refrain and the verses in bold. 

 

Psalm Refrain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm Tone 

 

     

 

  1LORD, you have | searched me out; 

  O LORD, you | have known me. 

 2You know my sitting down and my | rising up; 

  you discern my thoughts | from afar. 

 3You trace my journeys and my | resting-places 

  and are acquainted with | all my ways. 

 4Indeed, there is not a word | on my lips, 

  but you, O LORD, know it | altogether.  

 5You encompass me, behind | and before, 

  and lay your | hand upon me. 

 6Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me; 

  it is so high that I cannot at- | tain to it. 

 

Refrain 

 

 13For you yourself created my | inmost parts; 

  you knit me together in my | mother’s womb. 

 14I will thank you because I am mar- | velously made; 

  your works are wonderful, and I | know it well.   

 15My body was not hid- | den from you, 

  while I was being made in secret and woven in the depths | of the earth. 

 16Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were written | in your   

       book; 

  my days were fashioned before they | came to be. 

 17How deep I find your | thoughts, O God! 

  How great is the | sum of them! 

 18If I were to count them, they would be more in number | than the sand; 

  to count them all, my life span would need to | be like yours.  

 

Refrain 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                   John 1:43-51 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” 
44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said 

to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son 

of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 

Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 

him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did 

you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus 

answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see 

greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 

opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.                                                                                                  

 

SERMON                                                                                                              The congregation may be seated.             
Vicar Alex Linn 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                           The congregation may be stand.             
                                                                                               Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart (ELW 800) 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the church, the 

world, and all of creation. You may assume a posture of prayer through standing, kneeling, or 

sitting. Let us pray. 
 

Silence                                                             
             

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth. Let the leaders of your church be 

trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its resources and outreach bring hope and healing to 

communities. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil. Heal areas of the world 

harmed by human greed. Restore those recovering from natural disaster. Protect our forests and 

waterways and all the creatures that live in them. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God of wisdom. Give them 

visions of justice and unity. Lead them to action that promotes equitable partnership and uplifts 

those on the margins of society. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion. You who know our inner 

hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims of racism or cultural bias, and all who long 

for respite or restoration. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
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Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so inspired and empowered to 

do your work in the world, God of unity. Make us faithful as we build communities of inclusion 

and mutual care. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 
                 

People of God, for what else shall we pray this day? Your prayers are invited now, either silently 

or aloud. (Pause for prayers.)  

God of grace,       or       Lord, we praise you. 

receive our prayer. Thanks be to God. 

 

Trusting God who raised Jesus and will also raise us in spirit and truth, we remember all who have 

died and are at peace among the saints, especially the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. whose 

faithful advocacy for peace and justice continues to embolden the church. God of grace, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent prayers of our 

hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE               

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (wave, handshake, hug, etc.), honoring 

the personal boundaries of all. Those online may unmute and verbally share the peace. 

 

 

+ Meal + 
                      

OFFERTORY                                          
 We give thanks for your ongoing support of the ministry of  

St. John’s! Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, made  

in the Vanco Mobile app, or given online by scanning the  

QR code. Thank you for your generosity!                            
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                    
Here I Am, Lord                                                             arr. by Jack Schrader 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky 

I have heard my people cry 

All who dwell in dark and sin 

My hand will save 

I have made the stars of night 

I will make their darkness bright 

Who will bear my light to them? 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Refrain: 

Here I am, Lord - is it I, Lord? I have heard You calling in the night 

I will go, Lord, if You lead me. I will hold Your people in my heart 
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I, the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people's pain. 

I have wept for love of them 

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone, 

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them 

Whom shall I send? 
 

Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame 

I will tend the poor and lame 

I will set a feast for them 

My hand will save 

Finest bread I will provide 

'Til their hearts be satisfied 

I will give my life to them 

Whom shall I send? 

 

Refrain 

 

OFFERTORY VERSE                                                                                          The congregation may stand. 
                                                                                                                                       Blessed Be God, the Source of All Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                       

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, Holy One, for all good things come from you. 

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek 

and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 
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DIALOGUE                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
“… we praise your name and join their un-ending hymn:” 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
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Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Live among us and bless this meal. 

May your Word dwell in us to awaken your people and Fill us with your light. 

That we might be a gift of peace on earth. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us in the many and varied 

languages we hold dear… 

 

Our God in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION 
In this meal is the light for all life, Come, for Christ first welcomed us. 

 

COMMUNION                                                     The congregation may be seated. 
All are welcome to commune at Christ’s table without exception! If you are online, serve yourself 

or those worshipping with you by saying, “The body of Christ, given for you,” and, “The blood of 

Christ, shed for you.” If you are communing in person, please proceed down the center aisle at 

the direction of an usher. You may receive bread or request a gluten-free wafer. A glass of wine 

(dark colored) will be placed on the table for you, or you may request grape juice (light colored). 

After drinking, please place your empty glass in the basket before returning to your seat via the 

side aisle. If you would prefer to receive only a blessing, you may cross your arms across your 

chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please 

inform an usher, and the sacrament will be brought to you. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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COMMUNION HYMN                                                                             Thee We Adore, O Savior (ELW 476) 

                   

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                  The congregation may stand. 
Let us pray together. 

Giver of every gift, 

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 

Raise us to life by your power 

for the benefit of all and to your glory, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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+ Sending + 
 

BENEDICTION 
God who names you, 

Christ who claims you, 

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you, 

☩ bless you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                                              Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak (ELW 676) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE                                   

Voluntary in G                                                                                                          by Henry Purcell 
 

Worship materials adapted this day from multiple ecumenical partners including the Episcopal Church, USA, and The 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (2023). 

• SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2013, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #3706. 

• Other music reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11282942. 

• Scripture readings from the NRS 
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SERVING TODAY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Children’s Church 

Today is a childrens’s in-service Sunday, and children will remain in church, taking various roles during 

worship. 

 

Tuesday Bible Study 

Bible study meets on Tuesday mornings, 11am-12:00pm. with Vicar Alex Linn.  Everyone is welcome to 

attend. 

 

Call Committee Update 

We will kick off the Call Committee discovery process with Survey Sunday on January 21. The survey 

will be emailed on Friday, January 19. We will have printed surveys available on Sunday, January 21 and 

there will be time after church to complete and turn in the survey. Members of the Call Committee will be 

available to answer any questions on Survey Sunday. 

 

On Sunday, February 4, we will have some congregational round tables to further discuss what qualities 

are important in a new pastor. If you have any questions please let Chad Johnson know 

at cejohnson160@gmail.com. Thank you for your continued support during the long process of getting to 

this point. 

 

Save The Date 

Have a Heart for Holy Family School Luncheon & program will be Saturday, February 10, 2024, 11:30 

am at Trinity Lutheran Church. You're invited to a festive luncheon and inspiring program to support 

Holy Family School's scholarship fund.  We invite you to bring a friend. Mark your calendars and watch 

for details on how to RSVP soon! 

 

 

 

 

Interim: Vicar Alex Linn 

Assisting Minister: 

Director of Music: 

Cantor: 

Reader: 

Ushers: 

 

Communion Assistant: 

Altar Guild: 

Livestream Camera: 

Alan Swanson 

Luke Duroc-Danner 

Audrey Neace 

Sam Novak 

Tom Morrison 

Ben Rasmussen 

Brandon Leinberger 

Caroline Novak 

Jan Wendel 

Michel Hauser 

  

  

mailto:cejohnson160@gmail.com
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NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC 

 

 

Jack Schrader (b. 1942) is an American arranger, composer, conductor, singer, and organist. Born in St. 

Louis, he graduated from the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago in 1964 with degrees in Voice and Organ, 

and he later studied at the University of Nebraska. He also went on to be ordained in 1975. He began 

working at Hope Publishing Company in 1978, and he would spend much of his career composing and 

editing music for Hope. He served on the editorial committee for the hymnal, Worship and Rejoice 

(2001). His choral works, both original and in arrangement, have been widely popular among church and 

school choirs. 

 

Henry Purcell (1659-1695) was a major English composer of the middle Baroque period. Relatively little 

is known of Purcell's personal life other than that his father was a member of the Chapel Royal, where 

musicians were trained for royal service. Henry Purcell himself first appears as a chorister and assistant to 

the keeper of the king's instruments alongside other odd jobs. His first major commission came when he 

was appointed to be the organist of Westminster Abbey in succession to the composer John Blow. He 

retained this post through the reigns of several monarchs, but died at 36 from tuberculosis and was buried 

beside the organ at Westminster. The most important composer of his day, Purcell composed music for 

the church, the stage, the court, as well as private entertainments. He blended influences from his 

contemporaries alongside styles popular in Italy and France. Today, he is most remembered for his 

opera, Dido and Aeneas, his incidental music for A Midsummer Night's Dream also called The Fairy 

Queen as well as a large catalogue of songs and anthems. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
 Peter Knobel 

 Rena Leinberger, cancer 

diagnosis 11/12/23 

 Family and Friends of Hing 

You Tam Siu, mother-in-law of 

Jim Dossa, who passed away 

 Family & friends of Viola 

Gonder, mother of Craig 

Gonder, who died 8/7/23 

 Congratulations to Dano 

Johnson & Emily Mock, who 

were married June 17, 2023 

 Family & friends of Richard 

Rusz, who died 6/6/23 

 Family & friends of Karen 

Daugherty, aunt of Erin 

Rasmussen, who died 5/8/23 

 Family & friends of Joan 

Schinler, who died 5/5/23 

 Sarah Rink, hospitalized after a 

fall 3/8/23 

 Family & friends of Ruby 

Winter, who died 1/10/23 

 Steve Morrison, son of Tom & 

Judy Morrison, recovering from 

back surgery 1/1/23 

 Family & friends of Marge 

Bennett, loved one of Kristen 

Danielsen, who died 11/17/22 

 

 Margaux Tauszig, 

granddaughter of Wolf 

Peddinghaus 

 Natalie Domchenko & Hilaire 

Sainson, sister of Olga 

Domchenko and sister’s 

husband, in need of healing 

 Karen Brunn, daughter of Dave 

& Lyn Brunn, recovering from 

spinal cord injury 

 Mindy Davis, seeking 

permanent housing, 2/23/22 

 Lorraine Beutelspacher, moved 

to new home in Arizona 2/3/23 

 

 


