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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, December 27, 2020 

9:30 am 
 
INTRODUCTION                       

The psalmist calls on the natural world, celestial bodies, fire and earth, creatures, and all 
humanity, to praise God. The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna join the chorus today, 
recognizing what God is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often sung after communion, for we 
have seen God’s salvation in the assembled community and have held Jesus in our hands in the 
bread. Then, like the prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the healing of the world. 
 

PRELUDE                                                               
                                                                                     
                                                                                     

+ Gathering + 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
RINGING OF THE BELL 
 
GATHERING HYMN                                                                                 Love Has Come, ELW 292                                          
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 
All-loving God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonderfully 
restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, your Child, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

+ Word + 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
READING                                                                                                                                        Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
 A reading from Isaiah. 
 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 
 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM                                                                                                                                                         Psalm 148 
A reading from the Psalms. 
 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!  
 

READING                                                                                                                                            Galatians 4:4-7 
A reading from Galatians. 
 
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5in 
order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as children. 
6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                          
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GOSPEL                                                                                                                                      Luke 2:22-40 
The holy gospel according to Luke.                                                
Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, Joseph and Mary 
brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the law of the Lord, 
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” 
  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26It had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many 
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a 
great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as a widow to the 
age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and 
day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, 
to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the 
favor of God was upon him. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON                                                                                                             Pastor Allison Bengfort         
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                   Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming, ELW 272   
 
 

                           
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                          
 Response:  
  Lord, in your mercy,         or  Lord, we praise you, 
  Hear our prayer.   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

+ Meal + 
                           
OFFERING MUSIC                                                         

We give thanks for your ongoing support of the ministry of St. John’s! Gifts may be made online at 
stjohnswilmette.org/give.  You may also write a check made out to St. John’s Lutheran Church 
and mail it to 1235 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, IL 60091.   
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DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

God our Mother, God our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name.   
Your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.   
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins  
  as we forgive those who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial  
  and deliver us from evil.   
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever.   
Amen. 

 
COMMUNION  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us from your very self 
with the body and blood of Christ. 
Through this mystery, send us forth 
to proclaim your promise to a world in need, 
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
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+ Sending + 
 
SENDING HYMN                                                                               O Lord, Now Let Your Servant, ELW 313  
                                                       

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 

All-loving God, 
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus!  
 Thanks be to God!   
 
VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37064 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

 Ann Wagner, recovering after 
hospitalization 

 The family of John Genovese, father of 
Courtney Radde, who died 12/17/20 

 Barry and Hope Kellman, friends of 
Diane Kastman, for healing for Barry 
and comfort for Hope 

 Jeremiah Allen, student of Stephanie 
Abudayeh, recovering from injuries 
after being hit by a car 

 Norma Adkerson, stepmother of 
Courtney, diagnosed with COVID 

 The family of Doris Regan, who died 
11/25/20  

 Stanley Smith, brother-in-law of 
Margye Smith, and his family, 
experiencing several cases of COVID 

 The family and friends of Carolyn 
Rasmussen, grandmother of Luke 
Rasmussen, who died 10/9/20 

 Art Garcia, friend of Chad Johnson, 
recovering from a heart attack and 
pneumonia 

 Tony & Alissandra Swanson, friends 
of the Abudayeh family, as they mourn 
the death of their 7-year-old son 

 Alan Williams, stepfather of Christi 
Wise, recovering from surgery 

 Frank Ziegler, in need of healing 
 Iden Nowlin, friend of the Abudayeh 

family, recovering from cancer surgery 
 The families of Salwa Sous and Kevin 

Anderson, family members of 
Stephanie & Elias Abudayeh, as they 
mourn the loss of their loved ones 

 The family and friends of Pastor Bob 
Stout, former pastor of the Abudayeh 
family, who died 9/12/20 

 Rachel Cordts, recovering from cancer 
surgery  

 
 

 Cam Wise, for physical and emotional 
health 

 The family and friends of Matt Dossa, 
nephew of Jim Dossa, who died 6/7/20 

 Sylvia Cushing, cousin of Olga 
Domchenko, in need of healing 

 Janet Witt, cancer diagnosis 
 Virginia Milnikel, broken arm 
 Lani Miller 
 Doug Peters, who died 11/19/20 
 Linda Bengfort, mother of Pastor 

Allison, ongoing back pain 
 Greyson Nester 
 Margaret (Maggie) Oxland 
 The family and friends of Marty 

Anderson, family friend of Dave & 
Lyn Brunn, who passed away 11/15/20 

 Ellie Basnik, mother-in-law of Chad 
Johnson, cancer diagnosis 

 Gil Basnik, father-in-law of Chad 
Johnson, in need of healing 

 The family of Paul Escamilla, friend of 
Elias & Stephanie Abudayeh 

 Sydney Johnson, her work 
 Mark Voosen 
 Margaux Tauszig, granddaughter of 

Wolf Peddinghaus 
 Ed Price, friend of Sarah Rink 
 Jodi Kretzman, friend of Peter Knobel 
 Jessica Sandoval, friend of the Radde 

family 
 Fred Rudolfi, friend of Bill Kaspar, in 

need of healing 
 The family and friends of Helene 

Tadros, Olga Domchenko's sister, who 
died 4/6/20, and especially for William 
Sciarrino, Helene's caretaker  

 Natalie Domchenko & Hilaire Sainson, 
sister of Olga Domchenko and sister's 
husband, in need of healing 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching & Presiding Minister: 
Music Director & Organist: 
Cantor: 
Ministers of the Word: 
Virtual Usher: 

The Rev. Allison Bengfort 
Dr. Robert McConnell 
Hannah McConnell 
Craig Gonder, Jan Wendel  
Luke Rasmussen 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
End-of-Year Giving 
As we approach the end of 2020, we welcome you to consider an end-of-year gift to St. John’s.  This has 
been a year of adaptation and adjustment, and despite the challenges, our congregation has grown as a 
community in numerous ways.  As revenue exceeds expenses for 2020, your gift will offer our church 
family a solid financial footing for the continuation of ministry at St. John’s in the years to come.  If you 
have questions about stock gifts or other alternative forms of giving, please contact Cindi Rachowicz 
(att41623@sbcglobal.net).  Please note that if you’d like your gift to qualify as a 2020 donation, it needs 
to be postmarked or submitted electronically by December 31st.  Thank you so much for your generosity! 
 
Go Fund Me Update from Mindy 
As some of you know, I was lucky enough to find a job contract last month and was told I’d start working 
in December.  Since I’ve been unable to make rent beginning in September, I told my landlords I would 
pay December’s rent later in December from my first check.  I’ve just been told my start date has been 
pushed back to 11 January 2021 and will not have a paycheck this month.  I’m facing eviction any time 
after December 31; any money I can give my landlord’s this month will help me renegotiate my rent 
payments and I’m hoping will stave off eviction in the new year. Please pray for me that I can remain in 
my home, and if you can donate any amount towards my December rent, please contribute to my Go Fund 
Me. God bless you for your prayers and support this past year, and may next year be a better year for all 
of us. 
 
Fair Trade Olive Oil 
Great tasting, Fair Trade, Extra Virgin Olive Oil from Palestine makes healthy eating and adds wonderful 
flavor when used in cooking.  St. John's helps to support oppressed West Bank farmers, and will help you 
to give appreciated holiday presents and hostess gifts.  It is available for pick up from Peter Knobel (847-
494-2815) or the church office (847-251-1730) for $20 a bottle. 
 
Bishop-Led Epiphany Service on Jan. 6th 
On Wednesday, January 6th at 7 pm, a group of ELCA bishops, including our own Metro Chicago Bishop 
Yehiel Curry, will lead our denomination in an Epiphany of Our Lord service.  The service will be 
streamed on the Metro Chicago Synod Facebook page as well as the Southeastern Synod’s YouTube 
channel.  All are encouraged to tune in to celebrate the coming of the magi! 
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Dismantling White Supremacy in the Church: A Conversation with Rev. Lenny Duncan 
On Wednesday, January 13th at 7:00-8:00 pm, Lutheran Campus Ministry at Northwestern is hosting a 
conversation with Pastor Lenny Duncan, author of Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to 
the Whitest Denomination in the U.S. and the recently released United States of Grace.  Pastor Lenny is a 
nationally recognized writer, speaker, preacher, thinker, and agitator who has centered most of his 
theological work in the task of dismantling White Supremacy in Christian community, especially in the 
ELCA.  Please register here for this Zoom webinar by Monday, January 11th. 
 
Stewardship Update 
We are incredibly thankful to report that we have now received 61 intent cards, which means we have 
qualified for a bonus gift of $3,000 from a generous donor!  We have also received $5,000 in matching 
gifts because so many people who currently give $50/week or less chose to increase their gift next year.  
Thank you!  Because of the outpouring of generosity, we have also exceeded our overall appeal goal of 
raising revenue by $700/week.  We are pleased to report that the total amount pledged for 2021 exceeds 
the amount pledged for 2020 by 25%.  This is an incredible response!  Every pledge received allows us to 
move forward with our goals for next year.  If you have not done so already, please visit 
stjohnswilmette.org/give to complete your intent card today.  There is so much more ministry we want to 
do, and you can help make it possible. 
 
Children’s Social Time 
We have begun offering time for children to connect with one another in an unstructured way before 
worship.  This Children’s Social Time begins at 9:15 am on our regular worship zoom link.  If you have a 
young person at home, please log on and say hello! 
 
Children’s Bulletins 
Children’s bulletins for each Sunday are now available on our website under Worship Bulletins and at the 
bottom of the eNewsletter each week.  Check it out! 
 
Amazon Smile 
Amazon Smile is a nonprofit founded by Amazon that donates a small percentage of your Amazon 
purchases to a charity of your choice.  If you plan to make any orders on through Amazon, please 
consider using smile.amazon.com rather than amazon.com to make your purchases.  There, you can 
search for all the same products and have access to all your prime benefits, and when you place your 
order, you can designate “St John Evangelical Lutheran Church” as your charity.  Please note that we 
recommend Amazon Smile to be used only as an alternative to Amazon.com.  Whenever possible, St. 
John’s encourages all its members to make purchases locally. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
TODAY   

9:15-9:30 AM  Children’s Social Time 
9:30 AM  Online Worship with Children’s Message 
10:30-11:00 AM Virtual Coffee Hour 

 
WEDNESDAY   

   Bible Study Cancelled 
    

THURSDAY 
 12:00-1:00 PM  Men’s Lunch Online 

 
SATURDAY 
 5:00 PM  Contemplative Service Online 
 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 3  

9:15-9:30 AM  Children’s Social Time 
9:30 AM  Online Worship with Children’s Message 
10:30-11:00 AM Virtual Coffee Hour 
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