FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

LESSONS & CAROLS
Sunday, December 31, 2023
9:30 AM

PRELUDE

+ Gathering +
RINGING OF THE BELL

WELCOME
In the wonder and the mystery of the Word putting on clothes and moving into our neighborhood,
let us gather into this place of worship in thanksgiving of our God, Creator, Redeemer, +F
Sustainer, to Whom be given all honor and praise and glory, from this day and forever more.
Amen, Alleluia.
Amen, Alleluia.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Once in Royal David’s City (ELW 269)
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1 Oncein roy-al Da - vid’s cit -y stood a low-ly cat - tle shed,

2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is God and Lord of all,

3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;

4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’na - bove;
we shall see him; but in heav - en, set at God’s right hand on high;
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Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe 1is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895
Music: IRBY, Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-1876



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together.
Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more
wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to
share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The congregation may be seated.

+ Service of Lessons and Carols +

READING | Genesis 8:6-22
A reading from Genesis

®At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made “and sent out the
raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 8Then he sent out the
dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground; °but the dove found
no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the face of the
whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it into the ark with him. °He waited
another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; 'and the dove came back to him
in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters
had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and sent out the dove; and it
did not return to him any more.

3In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on first day of the month, the waters were dried
up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the face of
the ground was drying. #In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth
was dry. Then God said to Noah, *¥"Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and
your sons' wives with you. 1'Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh —
birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth — so that they may abound on
the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." ¥So Noah went out with his sons and his wife
and his sons' wives. **And every animal, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that
moves on the earth, went out of the ark by families.

29Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird,
and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 2And when the LORD smelled the pleasing odor, the
LORD said in his heart, "1 will never again curse the ground because of humankind, for the
inclination of the human heart is evil from youth; nor will | ever again destroy every living
creature as | have done.

22A\s long as the earth endures,

seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,

summer and winter, day and night,

shall not cease."



Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
CAROL O Lord, How Shall I Meet You (ELW 241)
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1 O Lord, how shall I  meet you, how wel - come you a - right?
2 1 lay  in fet - ters, groan - ing; you came to set me free.
3 Love caused your in - car - na tion; love brought you down to  me.
4 Re - joice, then, you sad - heart - ed, who sit in deep-est gloom,
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Your peo - ple long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s de - light!
I stood, my shame be - moan - ing; you came to hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va tion pro - cured my lib - er - ty.
who mourn your joys de - part - ed and trem-ble at your doom.
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Oh, kin - dle, Lord most ho - ly, your lamp with-in my  breast
A glo - rious crown you give me, a trea - sure safe on  high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, that led you to em - brace
All  hail the Lord’s ap - pear - ing! O  glo-rious Sun, now come,
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to do in spir - it low - ly all that may please you best.
that  will not fail or leave me as earth-ly rich - es fly.
n love, all love ex - cel - ling, our lost and fall - en race.
send forth your beams so cheer - ing and guide us safe - ly  home.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. composite
Music: WIE SOLL ICH DICH EMPFANGEN, Johann Criiger, 15981662
READING Il Micah 5:2-5a

A reading from Micah

Z But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

who are one of the little clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me

one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,

from ancient days.

*Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return



to the people of Israel.

“And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth;

°and he shall be the one of peace.

If the Assyrians come into our land

and tread upon our soil,

we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem (ELW 279)

e » e ————

e T e e
O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in  this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893

Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908



READING 11 Isaiah 9:2-7
A reading from Isaiah

2 The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.

3You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.
“For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.
°For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood

shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

®For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

"His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL Let All Together Praise Our God (ELW 287, verses 1, 2,5 & 6)
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1 Let all to - geth - er praise our God be - fore the
2 From God’s right hand the Son de - scends, is born an
30 ten - der Child, you veil in flesh  the splen - dor
4 Your moth - er feeds you ten - der - ly, sings you a
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high-est  throne; to - day God o - pens heav’n a - gain and
in - fant small, and lies in pov - er - ty, his bed a
of your might; a ser - vant’s garb now wraps the one who
lul - la - by, while an - gels, hail - ing Da - wvid’s heir, your
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sends the on - ly Son, and sends the on - ly Son.
man - ger n a stall, a man - ger n a stall.
clothed the sky with  light, who clothed the sky with light.
glo - ry mag - ni - fy, your glo - ry mag - ni - fy.

5 A wonderful exchange you make:
you take our flesh and blood,
and in return give us to share
the shining realm of God,
the shining realm of God.

6 Unlock the door again today
that leads to paradise;
the angel bars the way no more.
To God let praises rise,
to God let praises rise!

Text: Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561; tr. hymnal version
Music: Lot Gorr, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman
Text © 2006 Augsburg Fortress

READING IV Luke 2:1-7

A reading from Luke

‘In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be

registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of

Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. "He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her

child. “And she gave birth to her firstoorn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL Infant Holy, Infant Lowly (ELW 276)
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In - fant ho - ]y, in - fant low - ]y, for his bed a cat - tle stall;

2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il till the morn-ing new
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ox -en low -ing, lit - tle know-ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
saw the glo - ry, heard the sto - ry, tid-ings of a gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring-ing, tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, free from sor - row, prais-es voic-ing, greet the mor - row:

. .

[/,

Christ the child i1s Lord of all!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.

Music:

W ZLOBIE LEZY, Polish carol

GOSPEL John 1: 1-14

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. “He was in
the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being “in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.

*There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. ®He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light. °The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

'°He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. **He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *?But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, **who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father's only son, full of grace and truth.



The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CAROL Of the Father’s Love Begotten (ELW 295, verses 1, 2, 3 & 5)
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1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be - got - ten ere the worlds be -
2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed, when the vir - gin,
3 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed  of with
4 Let the heights of heav’n a - dore him; an - gel hosts, his
5 Christ,to thee, with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, he is Al-pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, by the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one ac - cord, whom the voic - es of the proph - ets
prais - es sing; pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore him
Ghost, to thee, hymn and chant and high thanks-giv - ing
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he the source,the end - ing he, of the things that are, that
bore the Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’sre -

prom-ised in  their faith - ful word; now he shines, the long - ex -
and ex - tol our God and King; let no tongue on earth be

and un-wea - ried prais - es be: hon-or, glo - ry, and do -
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
si - lent, ev - ry voice in con - cert ring
min - ion, and e - ter - nal vic - to - ry
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
ev - er - more and ev - er - more! A - men.

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.



READING VI Luke 2:21-38
A reading from Luke

“LAfter eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

“When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord “*(as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every firstborn
male shall be designated as holy to the Lord"), “and they offered a sacrifice according to what is
stated in the law of the Lord, "a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons."

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout,
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. %It had been
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's
Messiah. *’Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, “°Simeon took him in his arms
and praised God, saying,

?™Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word; **for my eyes have seen your salvation,

*which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,

*Za light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel."

*3And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. **Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, "This child is destined for the falling and the
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed **so that the inner thoughts of many
will be revealed — and a sword will pierce your own soul t0o."

**There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great
age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day.
At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



CAROL What Child Is This (ELW 296)
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mar-y’s lap is sleep-ing?
2 Why lies he in such mean es-tate  where ox and ass are feed - ing?
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas-ant, king, to own him.
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Whom an - gels greet with an-thems sweet while shep-herds watch are keep - ing?
Good Chris-tian, fear; for sin-ners here the si - lent Word is plead-ing.
The King of kings sal - va-tion brings; let lov - ing hearts en-throne him.
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This, this  is  Christ the king, whom shep-herds guard and an- gels sing;
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne for me, for you;
Raise, raise the song on high, the vir - gin sings her lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mar - y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar - y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898
Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.

READING VI Matthew 2:1-11
A reading from Matthew

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East
came to Jerusalem, “asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." “When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; “and calling together all the chief priests and
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. “They told him, "In
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel."
'Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star
had appeared. “Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child;
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." "When
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they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at
its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ' 'On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
CAROL The First Noel (ELW 300)
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1 The first No - el the an - gel did say was to
2 They look - ed up and  saw . . a star shin - ing
3 And by the light of that . . same star three . .
4 This star drew  near to the . . north-west, o’er
5 Then en - tered in those wise . . men three, full
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cer-tain poor shep - herds in fields as they lay; in fields  where
in... the east .. be-yond .. them far; and to the
wise. . men came .. from coun - try far; to seek for a
Beth - le - hem .. it took .. its rest; and there it
rev - ‘rent-ly ... up-on ... their knee, and of - fered
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they lay, keep - ing their sheep, on a cold win-ter’s
carth it gave . . . great light, and . . so it con -
king was their . .. in - tent, and to  fol - low the
did both stop . .. and stay right . . o - ver the
there in his ... pres - ence their . . gold,. . . . and
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night that  was so deep.
tin-ued both  day and night.
star  wher - ev - er it went. No - ‘el No - el No -
place where Je - sus lay.
myrrh, and  frank - in - cense.
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el, No - el! Born is the King of Is - ra - el

Text: English traditional
Music: THE FIRST NOWELL, English traditional



THE NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our
neighbors, and the world God loves. You may assume a posture of prayer through standing,
kneeling, or sitting.

Silence

You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at the salvation you
bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all people in the fullness of their being. Raise up
the gifts and the witness of people who are neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing
invisible illness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your praise is sung throughout creation in all times and seasons. As the new year turns, ground us
in your changeless and sustaining love. Keep us attentive to the rhythms of the cosmos and inspire
us to live in harmony with all the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

12



Give hope and stamina to leaders who work tirelessly for the sake of the most vulnerable. We pray
especially for organizations working on behalf of children to provide basic needs, to protect from
abuse and neglect, to address trauma, and to rescue from trafficking. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all people who, like Simeon and Anna, have been waiting for salvation and wholeness. We
pray especially for anyone living with cancer or chronic illness, all people who are in physical
rehabilitation or addiction recovery, and those experiencing complications from long COVID.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Let this community of faith be a joyful and welcome place for all ages and generations. Teach us
to honor the wisdom of children, the inquisitiveness of youth, the thoughtfulness of adults, and the
knowledge of elders. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

People of God, for what else shall we pray this day? Your prayers are invited now, either silently
or aloud. (Pause for prayers.)

Hear us, O God. or  Lord, we praise you.

Your mercy is great. Thanks be to God.

We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and departed this life in peace.
Sustain us in joy until we join them around your throne. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace. Amen.

THE PEACE The congregation may stand.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

You are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (wave, handshake, hug, etc.), honoring
the personal boundaries of all. Those online may unmute and verbally share the peace.

+ Meal +

OFFERTORY
We give thanks for your ongoing support of the ministry of
St. John’s! Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, made
in the Vanco Mobile app, or given online by scanning the
QR code. Thank you for your generosity!

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
O Sing a Song of Bethlehem by W. F. Mozart, arr. Burkhardt
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OFFERTORY VERSE The congregation may stand.
Blessed Be God, the Source of All Life
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Bless-ed be God, the source of all life, the word of sal -
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va-tion, the spir - it of mer-cy. Bless-ed be God, the source of all
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life, the word of sal - va-tion, the spir - it of mer - cy.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together.
God our provider,
by your merciful hand
abundance springs up from the earth.
Receive and bless these gifts of your own bounty,
Let them be a sign of your steadfast love
and faithfulness for all people,
through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.
DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE

“... we praise your name and join their un-ending hymn:”

HoLy, HoLy, HoLY
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho -

y  Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,

[

Du . . . .
e, ————
Gre—pr =S5 ) S+ 1o o
J I ~
heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
Du N
b —— . | | I
GES==e=ssee e ===
) | 4 [~) b b J 7
Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy,
and great is the majesty of your glory.

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.

We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will
and to accomplish all things for our salvation.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Christ has died. Christis r1is - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,

not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
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A - men, a men, a - men.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us in the many and varied
languages we hold dear...
Our God in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION

In this meal is the light for all life, forgiveness for all life, grace sufficient.
Come, for Christ first welcomed us.

COMMUNION The congregation may be seated.
All are welcome to commune at Christ’s table without exception! If you are online, serve yourself
or those worshipping with you by saying, “The body of Christ, given for you,” and, “The blood of
Christ, shed for you.” If you are communing in person, please proceed down the center aisle at
the direction of an usher. You may receive bread or request a gluten-free wafer. A glass of wine
(dark colored) will be placed on the table for you, or you may request grape juice (light colored).
After drinking, please place your empty glass in the basket before returning to your seat via the
side aisle. If you would prefer to receive only a blessing, you may cross your arms across your
chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please
inform an usher, and the sacrament will be brought to you.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION The congregation may stand.
Let us pray together.

We thank you, O God,

that you have strengthened our hearts
through this feast of life and salvation.
Shine the light of Christ on our path,
that we may do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you,

now and forever.

Amen.

17



+ Sending +

BENEDICTION
The peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding,
keep your hearts and your minds

in -+ Christ Jesus.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:

Cold December Flies Away (ELW 299)
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1 Cold De -cem - ber flies a - way at the rose -red splen - dor

2 In the hope -less time of sin shad-ows deep had fall - en.
3 Now the bud has come to bloom, and the world a - wak - ens.
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A - pril’s crown-ing glo - ry breaks while the whole world won - ders
All  the world lay un - der death. Eyes were closed in

ﬁ

sleep - ing.
In the lil - y’s pur-est flowr dwells a won-drous fra - grance.
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at the ho - ly un - seen powr of the tree which bears the
But, when all seemed lost in night, came the sun whose gold - en
And it spreads to all the earth from the mo -ment of its
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flow’r. On the bless-ed tree blooms the red - dest flow’r. On the tree blooms the
light brings un-end - ing joy, brings the end-less joy of our hope, high - est
birth; and its beau-ty lives. In the flow’r it lives, in the flow’r,and it
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rose here in love’s own gar - den, full and strong in glo - ry.
hope, of our hope’s bright dawn - ing, Son

be - lov’d of heav - en.

spreads in its heav’'n -ly bright - ness sweet per - fume de - light - ful.

Text: Catalonian carol; tr. Howard Hawhee, b. 1953
Music: EL DESEMBRE CONGELAT, Catalonian carol
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
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DiSMISSAL
Beloved of God,
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Worship materials adapted this day from multiple ecumenical partners including the Episcopal Church, USA, and The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (2023).
e  SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2013, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #3706.
e  Other music reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11282942.
e  Scripture readings from the NRSV

SERVING TODAY

Interim: Vicar Alex Linn
Assisting Minister: Alan Swanson
Crucifer Aidan Maglocci
Guest Organist: Leo Radosavlijevic
Cantor: Benjamin Burney
Readers: Alan Swanson

Jan Wendel

Bronwyn Parhad
Chris Maglocci
Cindi Rachowicz
Jason Shutters

Ushers: Buckley Crist, Finny Maglocci
Altar Guild: Cindi Rachowicz
Coffee Hour Host: Jan Wendel
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Year-End Donations

As we approach the end of 2023, we welcome your consideration of an end-of-year gift to St. John’s. An
end-of-year donation helps bolster our financial footing for our ministry here at St. John’s and in our
community. Please note that if you’d like your gift to qualify as a 2023 donation, it needs to be
postmarked, hand delivered, or submitted electronically by December 31st. Checks dated in 2023 but
postmarked or hand-delivered in 2024 will be counted as 2024 donations. December 31st is a Sunday this
year, so if you are mailing a 2023 year-end donation, please mail early!

As you consider an end-of-year contribution, please keep in mind that RMD distributions and stock gifts
are welcome options for giving. These must also be made by December 31 to qualify as a 2023

donation. If you have already met your RMD for 2023, we encourage you to consider this option for your
2024 giving.

Finally, if you are prepaying your 2024 pledge/donation, please make a note of this

when you submit your gift. Donations submitted on or before December 31 st that are indicated as being
for 2024 will be recorded on your 2023 giving statement but

recognized in St. John’s 2024 financial reporting. If you have questions about giving at St. John’s, please
contact our Treasurer, Michel Hauser, michelhauser@outlook.com. Thank you for your generosity!
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Peter Knobel

Rena Leinberger, cancer
diagnosis 11/12/23

Family and Friends of Hing
You Tam Siu, mother-in-law of
Jim Dossa, who passed away
Family & friends of Viola
Gonder, mother of Craig
Gonder, who died 8/7/23
Congratulations to Dano
Johnson & Emily Mock, who
were married June 17, 2023
Family & friends of Richard
Rusz, who died 6/6/23

Family & friends of Karen
Daugherty, aunt of Erin
Rasmussen, who died 5/8/23
Family & friends of Joan
Schinler, who died 5/5/23
Sarah Rink, hospitalized after a
fall 3/8/23

Family & friends of Ruby
Winter, who died 1/10/23
Steve Morrison, son of Tom &

Judy Morrison, recovering from

back surgery 1/1/23

Family & friends of Marge
Bennett, loved one of Kristen
Danielsen, who died 11/17/22

IN OUR PRAYERS

Margaux Tauszig,
granddaughter of Wolf
Peddinghaus

Natalie Domchenko & Hilaire
Sainson, sister of Olga
Domchenko and sister’s
husband, in need of healing
Karen Brunn, daughter of Dave
& Lyn Brunn, recovering from
spinal cord injury

Mindy Davis, seeking
permanent housing, 2/23/22
Lorraine Beutelspacher, moved
to new home in Arizona 2/3/23
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