
SERVICE OF EARTH’S SEASONS 

20TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Sunday, October 6, 2024 

9:30 AM 
 

PRELUDE                                                                  

Fantasia in A Major                                                                                                         G. F. Handel                                                                      

 

+ Gathering + 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

RINGING OF THE BELL 

 

GATHERING HYMN                                                                                                The congregation may stand. 

                                                                                                              Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733) 
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OPENING DIALOGUE & PRAYER                              

Generous Creator, you are still creating. 

The land has yielded its harvest. 

Our covenant God has blessed us. 

Generous Creator, you are still creating. 

We honor you from the farthest ends of the earth. 

 

Let us pray. 

Gracious and everlasting God of the cosmos, we give you thanks for this day. For the turning of 

the sun to its setting. The shift from warmth of the Summer to the comfort of the Winter’s hearth, 

we celebrate the in- between time of Autumn. The bounty of harvest and the plants who return to 

the earth. Hear our prayers of lament and our call for joy. Call us to live in harmony with all 

creation. Amen. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 The congregation may be seated. 

 

+ Word + 

 
+ LAMENT AND TURNING + 

   

PSALM 67                   Read responsively, the congregation reads the verses in bold.                                                           
1May God be gracious to us and bless us 

 and make Their face to shine upon us, 

 2that your way may be known upon earth, 

 your saving power among all nations. 

Selah 

 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

 let all the peoples praise you. 

 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

 for you judge the peoples with equity 

 and guide the nations upon earth. 

Selah 

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

 let all the peoples praise you. 
6The earth has yielded its increase; 

 God, our God, has blessed us. 

 7May God continue to bless us; 

 let all the ends of the earth revere Them. 

 

 Let us go before God with lamentation and confession,  

 

We confess that we have not paid attention to the whole of creation. In our concern for our own 

species, we have trampled others.  

We have considered the wild, beautiful, life-sustaining ecosystems of the world merely “our 

environment.” 

With industry, we have not understood how our actions influence the lives of bugs, birds, and fish.  

With politics, we have not always cared how our policies affect the whole of creation. We have 

taken for granted clean air, water, and soil.  
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We have elevated our existence over that of even the largest creatures. 

We have ignored our scientists and pushed aside the concerns of our children. 

We beg forgiveness from future peoples.  

We beg forgiveness from our sibling species with whom we share this planet. 

God of creation, have mercy on us and help us.  

We don’t know what we do.  

Turn us, change us, and heal us, that we might be good siblings and generous partners with 

creation. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF LAMENT                                                                                         The congregation remains seated.          
                                                                                                                                       Abba, Abba, Hear Us 
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+ HOPE AND ASSURANCE + 
 

READING                                                                                                                                          Romans 8:18-26 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

 
18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 

be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 

God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 

subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 

obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 

the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 

seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 

that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  

 

Inspired words for an inspired people,  

Thanks be to God 

 

The presiding minister reads a word of absolution: 

Beloved of God, hear this word of hope. As people knit into the life of Jesus Christ, change is 

possible for us. Jesus healed the sick, forgave sinners, and gave aimless people deep purpose. 

Receive God’s forgiveness + for the past and new courage for the future. Knowing God’s great 

love, may we live the way of Jesus. 

Amen. 
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HYMN OF HOPE                                                                                                       The congregation may stand. 

                                                                                                                                              God of the Fertile Fields 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                                           Matthew 6:25-34         

The gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or 

about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? 26Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27And can any of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 28And why do you worry about clothing? 

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29yet I tell you, even 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 30But if God so clothes the grass of the 

field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 

you — you of little faith? 31Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we 

drink?' or 'What will we wear?' 32For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 

your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
34"So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is 

enough for today. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Pause for contemplation. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                                The congregation may stand.             
                                                                                                                                             In Sacred Manner  
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+ WORDS OF INTENTION TO BLESS + 
 

For the sake of Christ and the world, 

we breathe in the generosity of God’s love 

and renew our minds to bless the earth. 

With clarity of purpose, we devote ourselves 

to the care of all creation. 

We intend to pay attention to the soil, air, 

and water of our neighborhood. 

We will live as good neighbors to the creatures 

with which we share this space. 

As a community, we choose to live in harmony 

with the ecosystems that share their life with us. 

Together, we sound our intention to bless the earth. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE               

The peace of Christ be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (wave, handshake, hug, etc.), honoring 

the personal boundaries of all. Those online may unmute and verbally share the peace. 

                                                                    

  The congregation may be seated. 

 

 

+ Meal + 
                      

OFFERTORY                                          
 We give thanks for your ongoing support of the ministry of  

St. John’s! Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, made  

in the Vanco Mobile app, or given online by scanning the  

QR code. Thank you for your generosity!                            

                                                                                                                       

 Deep River                                                                             arr. Mark Hayes 
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OFFERTORY VERSE                             The congregation may stand 
                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER                                                       

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. 

Day by day you shower us with blessings. 

As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts,  

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

DIALOGUE AND PROPER PREFACE                   
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SANCTUS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

. . . to whom we offer all honor and praise from this day forth and forever more. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us in the many and varied 

languages we hold dear… 
 

Our God in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION                                                    The congregation may be seated. 
All are welcome to commune at Christ’s table without exception! Please proceed down the center 

aisle at the direction of an usher. You may receive bread or request a gluten-free wafer. Please 

take a glass of wine (dark colored) or a glass of grape juice (light colored). After drinking, please 

place your empty glass in the basket before returning to your seat via the side aisle. If you would 

prefer to receive only a blessing, you may cross your arms across your chest to indicate this 

preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please inform an usher, and the 

sacrament will be brought to you.         
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                  God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heaven (ELW 771) 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                  The congregation may stand. 

Let us pray together.  

Holy God, 

you have welcomed us to this meal 

and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others 

and to be at peace with one another, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

+ Sending + 
 

BLESSING OF QUILTS AND HOLY CLOSE OF MINISTRY 

 

God, our neighbors around the world are in need of hope. Your Spirit is a mighty 

force, your whispers of hope bring light into the world. Open our hearts and hands 

to see your presence in our neighborhoods and across the world.  

Jesus, help us speak words of hope to our neighbors.  

 

We give you thanks for the pieces of fabric, thread, and sewing machines. May their 

presence be a sign of hope and may these quilts wrap our neighbors in unending 

love.  

Jesus, help us reach out in hope to our neighbors.  

 

We give thanks for all the hands that fashioned hope into a quilt, for the hands that 

collected and sorted, for the hands that continually open wider so that no one feels 

left out.  

Jesus, help us see hope in our neighbors. 

  

We ask you to guide the staff and partners at LWR. May their voices and hands be a 

beacon of hope. Keep them safe. Keep them filled with your strength and 

perseverance.   

Jesus, help us share a taste of hope with our neighbors.  

 

God, be with our neighbors who will receive these gifts. May they be wrapped in 

love, may they taste your goodness, may they touch signs of your hope. Whether or 

not we know their names or where they live, they are our neighbors, our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. We pray all this in the name of Jesus, the One who is our hope. 

Amen.  
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BENEDICTION 
Recognizing God’s abundant hope, go and be a sign of hope to our neighbors near and far: 

offering hands to hold, sweet scents of justice, and a feast of God’s goodness.  

In the name of the Father, + the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN                                                                                    Let All Things Now Living (ELW 881) 
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DISMISSAL 
The worship is over. Now let your service begin. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
Carillon Toccata                                                                                                    Douglas E. Wagner 

 

 

 
               

                             
Worship materials adapted this day from multiple ecumenical partners and The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(2024). 

• SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2013, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #3706. 

• Other music reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11282942. 

• Scripture readings from the NRSV 
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SERVING TODAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

Quilt Blessing 

Today is our final quilt blessing as we prepare to send off our last batch of quilts and close this special 

ministry. These quilts were handmade by a group of very dedicated members and friends as part of a 

project through Lutheran World Relief. 

 

Calling All God’s Creatures 

This afternoon, October 6, from 2:00-3:00 p.m., 5 Wilmette churches (Congregational, Episcopal, 

Lutheran, Methodist, & Presbyterian) will gather for the first-ever Wilmette Ecumenical Pet Blessing. 

Come celebrate under the autumn sun, on the lawn of First Congregational Church of Wilmette (1125 

Wilmette Ave.) This event honors the legacy of St. Francis of Assisi, whose feast day is Oct. 4, and was 

known for his exuberant praise of God in creation. Loving all creatures great and small. ALL pets and 

pets'-people are invited to come get blessed during this drop-in, walk-through pet blessing and social 

hour. Light treats for humans and non-humans will be provided. Questions? Contact Vicar Alex. 

 

Family Promise  

Our final Family Promise host week for 2024 begins today. We will be hosting two of the families who 

were guests in September. Thank you to everyone who volunteered to be dinner hosts and overnight 

hosts. Please know how appreciative the guests are.  

 

Pastor Transition  

If you were in church last Sunday, you heard that the Synod has made an inquiry to St. Paul’s in 

Evanston. This is basically a "notice of intent" to explore a possible shared pastor scenario with them. 

Their council will now discuss this. Ours will too when we meet Wednesday, October 9th. We are open to 

feedback from the congregation, and the Call Committee will continue to host questions and thoughts at 

coffee hour after church. 

 

If both councils are open to this, there is a process for us to go through to determine the best way to 

proceed. The Synod has identified a pastor to lead the process. It would involve a series of meetings with 

leaders from both congregations who would be responsible for mapping what and how this could look 

like.  

 

Interim Minister: 

Director of Youth & Families: 

Vicar Alex Linn 

Evergreen Edwards 

Interim Music Minister: 

Cantor: 

Worship Assistant: 

Reader: 

Usher: 

Altar Guild: 

Livestream Camera: 

Leo Radosavljevic 

Angela De Venuto 

Cindi Rachowicz 

Mae Loesel 

Finny Maglocci 

Jan Wendel 

Luke Rasmussen,  

Kristen Danielsen 
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This discernment is an important step which many in our congregation have noted and spoken to. Please 

share your thoughts with Chad and Mylene so all your thoughts, aspirations, hopes and concerns are 

included. 

 

St. John’s Financial Update 

Year to date we are doing better than budget and we have a slight surplus of $1,410. 

Why? Our expected pledges have come in faster than expected and we have spent less than expected on 

our building year to date – no change from last mont! 

 

                                    YTD Actual                      YTD Budgeted 

 

Offerings                    135,081                             128,766 

Other Revenue/Rent    55,560  56.373 

Total Revenue 190,641 185,139 

 

Total Expenses 189,501 205,299 

Surplus (Deficit)     1,140                             (20,159) 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
 Those who live in and around 

Asheville and Buncombe 

County, North Carolina.   

Friend of Mylene Pollock lives 

there. 

 All others who are affected by 

Hurricane Helene.                                                                                                                    

 Art Wise, recovering from knee 

replacement surgery 

 Family & friends of Rena 

Leinberger, wife of Karl and 

mother of Shayna, Brandon and 

Jordan, who passed away 

4/26/24 

 Tom Fries, friend of Jim Dossa, 

cracked vertebrae 

 Family & friends of Lorraine 

Beutelspacher, who died 3/6/24 

 Buckley Crist 

 Family & friends of Peter 

Knobel, who died 1/13/24 

 Dottye Wolf, sister of Margye 

Smith       

 Family and Friends of Hing 

You Tam Siu, mother-in-law of 

Jim Dossa, who passed away                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 Margaux Tauszig, 

granddaughter of Wolf 

Peddinghaus 

 Karen Brunn, daughter of Dave 

& Lyn Brunn, recovering from 

spinal cord injury. 
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