
FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Sunday, February 9, 2025 

9:30 AM 

 

PRELUDE 
A Rose Breaks into Bloom                                                                                       Johannes Brahms 

 

 

+ Gathering + 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

RINGING OF THE BELL 
 

GREETING                                                                                                                  The congregation may stand. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM                                                                The congregation may be seated. 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament 

of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in 

Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift 

of the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

 

Sponsors: I present William Robert Furness for baptism. 

 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to have your child 

baptized into Christ? 

 

Parents: I do. 

 

As you bring your child to receive the free gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

so that he may learn to trust God, 

proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 

 

Parents: I do. 

 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture this child in the Christian faith as you are empowered by 

God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 
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Sponsors: I do. 

 

People of God, do you promise to support William and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 

People: We do. 

 

                                                                                                               The congregation may stand. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, 

and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are the everlasting 

wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. 
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Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew 

and snow. Your waters are below us, around us, above us: our life is born from you. You are the 

fountain of resurrection. 

 

Praise to you for your saving waters: Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers 

your well. The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing rock. Naaman 

washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never be thirsty again. 

At this font, holy God, we pray: Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that 

saves us in this water. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and into all creation. 

Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. Wash away the sin within us and drown the 

evil around us. 

Satisfy all our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

BAPTISM 
William Robert Furness, 

I baptize you in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 

sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 

 

Sustain William with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in 

your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

William Robert Furness, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

the + cross of Christ forever. 

Amen. 

 

WELCOME 
Let your light so shine before others 

That they may see your good works 

And glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: 

join us in giving thanks and praise to God 

and bearing God’s creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
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GATHERING HYMN                                                           Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty (ELW 413) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray together. 

Most holy God, the earth is filled with your glory, and before you angels and saints stand in 

awe. Enlarge our vision to see your power at work in the world, and by your grace make us 

heralds of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                 The congregation may be seated. 
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+ WORD + 
 

READING                                                                                                                                                Isaiah 6:1-13 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty, and the hem 

of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with 

two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And 

one called to another and said, 

 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. 5 And I said, “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips, yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

  6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with 

a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said, “Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” [9 And he 

said, “Go and say to this people: 

 ‘Keep listening, but do not comprehend; 

 keep looking, but do not understand.’ 

 10 Make the mind of this people dull, 

  and stop their ears, 

  and shut their eyes, 

 so that they may not look with their eyes 

  and listen with their ears 

 and comprehend with their minds 

  and turn and be healed.” 

 11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said, 

 “Until cities lie waste 

  without inhabitant, 

 and houses without people, 

  and the land is utterly desolate; 

 12 until the LORD sends everyone far away, 

  and vast is the emptiness in the midst of the land. 

 13 Even if a tenth part remain in it, 

  it will be burned again, 

 like a terebinth or an oak. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 6 

PSALM                                                                                                                                                         Psalm 138 

The congregation sings the refrain and the verses in bold. 

 

Psalm Refrain 

 
 

Psalm Tone 

 
 

1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will | sing your praise. 

 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your 

steadfast | love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things.  

 

Refrain 

 

 3 When I called, you | answered me; 

  you increased my | strength within me. 

 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words | of your mouth. 

 5 They will sing of the ways | of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory | of the LORD. 

 6 The LORD is high, yet cares | for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty | from afar. R 

 

Refrain 

 

 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save me. 

 8 You will make good your pur- | pose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works | of your 

hands.  

 

Refrain 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                       The congregation may stand. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                    Luke 5:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
1 Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret and the crowd was pressing in on 

him to hear the word of God, 2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had 

gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 

Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the 

crowds from the boat. 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep 

water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5 Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night 

long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When they had done 

this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to burst. 7 So they signaled their 

partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they 

began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees, saying, “Go away 

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 9 For he and all who were with him were astounded at the 

catch of fish that they had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 

partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be 

catching people.” 11 When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed 

him. 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

HOMILY                                                                                                                     Congregation may be seated.   
                                                                                                                                               Vicar Alex Linn 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                                                       Congregation may stand.  

                                                                                                                            Here I Am, Lord (ELW 574) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. You may assume a posture of prayer, through standing, sitting or kneeling. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God of surprising abundance, you call your people to enter deeply into the world. Equip us to 

respond to your call, gather up what we have, and offer it to all. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of creation, provide protection from the elements and other hazards to all whose work brings 

them outside: for fishers, ranchers, line workers, and construction crews. Guide us to live carefully 

alongside the wonders of the land and waters. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Open the hearts of all leaders, especially those who serve in the armed forces, that they respond to 

their commission with wisdom and patience. Ensure that all who serve are kept safe in body, 

mind, and spirit. We pray for an end to all war and armed conflict. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Fill with your compassionate presence all who are suffering from addiction, mental illness, injury, 

or illness of any kind. Draw helpers to their side so that they find relief from their burdens. God of 

grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Call our faith communities to do marvelous things. Bless the labor and efforts of this 

congregation, that we may be a sign of your presence in the world. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you for those who have courageously gone before us in the faith. May we too show a 

deep trust in you throughout our lives. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed 

among the people. 

Amen. 

 

THE PEACE           

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share a sign of peace with one another (wave, handshake, hug, etc.), honoring 

the personal boundaries of all. Those online may unmute and verbally share the peace. 
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+ Meal + 

 

OFFERTORY                                          
We give thanks for your ongoing support of the ministry of  
St. John’s! Gifts may be placed in the offering plate, made  

in the Vanco Mobile app, or given online by scanning the  

QR code. Thank you for your generosity!                            

 
To the Jordan Jesus Came                                                                                            Paul Nicholson 

 

OFFERTORY VERSE                                                                                          The congregation may stand. 

 
                                                                                                                               This Little Light of Mine, vs. 2 (ELW 677) 
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OFFERING PRAYER                                                                                                 The congregation may stand. 

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, Holy One, 

for all good things come from you. 

In bread and cup you open heaven to us. 

Meet us at this table  

That we receive what we seek 

and follow your son, Jesus, 

in whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING AND WORDS OF INSTITUTION                   

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son, Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup 

we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

We look with hope for his coming. 

Live among us as you bless this meal. 

May your Word dwell in us to awaken your people, filling us with your light. 

That we might be a gift of peace on earth. 
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All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us in the many and varied 

languages we hold dear . . .  

Our God in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION                                                     The congregation may be seated. 
All are welcome to commune at Christ’s table without exception! If you are online, serve yourself 

or those worshipping with you by saying, “The body of Christ, given for you,” and, “The blood of 

Christ, shed for you.” If you are communing in person, please proceed down the center aisle at 

the direction of an usher. You may receive bread or request a gluten-free wafer. A glass of wine 

(dark colored) will be placed on the table for you, or you may request grape juice (light colored). 

After drinking, please place your empty glass in the basket before returning to your seat via the 

side aisle. If you would prefer to receive only a blessing, you may cross your arms across your 

chest to indicate this preference. If you would like to receive communion in your seat, please 

inform an usher, and the sacrament will be brought to you. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 13 

COMMUNION HYMN                                                                    Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old (ELW 868)                 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                                                             The congregation may stand. 

Let us pray together. 

Nourishing God, 

at this table you have refreshed us 

with holy gifts of food and drink. 

Strengthen us for service, 

and send us out to embody your good news 

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world. 

In the name of Christ we pray, 

Amen. 

 

 

+ Sending + 
 

BENEDICTION                                       

The Spirit of the triune God 

☩ bless you with joy, 

anoint you with compassion, 

and send you in love. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN                                                                              The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (ELW 538) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
Fanfare                                                                                                       Jacques-Nicolas Lemmens                                  
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Worship materials adapted this day from multiple ecumenical partners including the Episcopal Church, USA, and The 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (2023). 

• SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2013, Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #3706. 

• Other music reprinted by permission under CCLI Annual License #11282942. 

• Scripture readings from the NRSV 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Baptism of William Robert Furness 

William Robert Furness, infant son of Walt and Kelli Furness, will receive the sacrament of Holy Baptism 

during the worship service this morning.  

 

Family Promise Host Week 

Our Family Promise host week begins today! We look forward to welcoming at least one family, with the 

possibility of one more joining the program during the week. They will stay here St. John’s until next 

Sunday, February 16. Your help is important and would be greatly appreciated. If you can help to bring 

breakfast or lunch food items during the week, that would be very helpful. Further details can be found in 

your e-News, and if you have any questions, please contact Jan in the church office. 

 

Raise a Glass for Reading 

Join us on Sunday, March 2, as we Raise a Glass for Reading. St. John’s is hosting a wine-tasting 

fundraiser for Bernie’s Book Bank, one of the organizations we supported in 2024 with a grant from our 

Extended Ministries Fund. The tasting will be from 4-6 at the Bottle Shop in downtown Wilmette, 1148 

Central Avenue. Tickets are $40.00 ($20 for non-drinkers) and available by check at the church office or 

through EventBrite (link in our eNews and website). Let's sip, savor, and support children’s literacy! 

 

Interim Pastor: Vicar Alex W. Linn 

Interim Director of Music: 

Director of Youth & Families 

Cantor: 

Worship Assistant: 

Reader: 

Livestream Camera: 

Altar Guild: 

Leo Radosavljevic 

Evergreen Edwards 

Angela De Venuto 

Alan Swanson 

Jan Wendel 

Michel Hauser 

Jan Wendel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.berniesbookbank.org/
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2024 Statements of Giving 

Be on the lookout for your 2024 Statement of Giving which was emailed to members January 21st.  We 

will mail a paper copy to members who request them. If you have any questions about your statement, 

please contact the church office. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Church Directory 

An updated St. John’s directory is now available.  If you would like to have a copy e-mailed to you, 

please let Jan know. Otherwise, you can pick one up in the church office. 

 

Love Your Neighbor 

St. John’s, in partnership with six other local Wilmette congregations, is selling yard signs as a fundraiser 

for the Wilmette Food Pantry. The message is intentional, “Love Your Neighbor as Yourself,” from a 

pretty familiar piece of scripture (Luke 10:25-37). These signs were the brain-child of your local Wilmette 

ecumenical clergy group and grew as a response to the tumultuous election year we had in our country. 

“People have gotten mean,” was the response from village workers at city hall when one congregation 

asked how their faith community can better support the larger village of Wilmette. St. John’s has a limited 

number of signs for sale at $20.00 each and you can pay First Presbyterian Church of Wilmette directly 

on their website through their giving link in the top right hand corner of their website. $6.00 pays for the 

cost of the sign, and the rest goes to the Wilmette Food Pantry at Trinity UMC. 

 

Welcome the Stranger 

St. John’s is joining Trinity Wilmette as a cooperating organization for their 2025 multi-week series 

exploring the complex dynamics of immigration through diverse perspectives. Join is as experts, scholars, 

and community leaders help us understand immigration challenges and inspire informed action. You can 

RSVP on our website (stjohnswilmette.org/justice-team) or on Trinity’s website 

(trinitywilmette.com/immigration/)  

 

 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

        
• Ann Wagner, recovering from a stroke. 

• Mike Yurkonis, husband of Candace Witt Yurkonis, undergoing cancer treatment. 

• John Hauser, recovering from a stroke that resulted in vision problems. 

• Family & friends of Jean Genovese, mother of Courtney Radde, who passed away 12/18/24. 

• Family & friends of Marie Louise Williams, mother of Christi Wise, who passed away 12/11/24. 

• Skip Cordts, brother of Rachel Cordts, recovering from heart issues. 

• Marlene Leonard, recovering from throat cancer, 9/25/24. 

• Family and friends of Rena Leinberger, wife of Karl and mother of Shayna, Brandon and Jordon, who 

passed away 4/26/24 

• Family & friends of Lorraine Beutelspacher, who passed away 3/6/24 

• Buckley Crist 

• Family & friends of Don Clay, who passed away 3/15/24 

• Margaux Tauszig, granddaughter of Wolf Peddinghaus 

• Karen Brunn, daughter of Dave & Lyn Braun, recovering from spinal cord injury. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A25-37&version=NRSVUE
https://www.fpcw.org/
https://trinitywilmette.com/foodpantry/
http://stjohnswilmette.org/justice-team
http://trinitywilmette.com/immigration/

