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THIRD SATURDAY OF EASTER 
Saturday, April 25, 2020 

5:00 PM 
  

+  Gathering  + 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING SONG                                                                                                                                     Sanctuary     

Lord prepare me, to be a sanctuary,  
pure and holy, tried and true. 
With thanksgiving, I'll be a living 
sanctuary, for you. 
                                                
                              

+  Word  + 
 

READING  Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
 A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 

14aPeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, 36“Therefore let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus 
whom you crucified.” 
  37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, 
saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

 

Word of God, word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Silence for reflection follows the reading. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
GOSPEL                                                        Luke 24:13-35 
  The holy gospel according to Luke. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Now on that same day when Jesus had appeared to Mary Magdalene, two disciples were 
going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, 
Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
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17And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” 
They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 
“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place 
there in these days?” 19He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his 
body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said 
that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see him.” 25Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27Then beginning 
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures. 
  28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 
going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening 
and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, 
“Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 
opening the scriptures to us?” 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 
they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, “The Lord 
has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” 35Then they told what had happened on the 
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Silence for reflection follows the reading. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

All are invited to pray, silently or aloud.  Each petition concludes with: 
 
Lord, in your mercy,    or   Lord, we praise you, 
Hear our prayer.                                           Thanks be to God. 
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+  Meal  + 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC                     “Tambourin,” from Aspase, by Andre E. Gretry 

Pastor Allison Bengfort, violin 
 

This offertory time is an opportunity to receive the gift of music and to reflect on how we might 
practice gratitude and generosity towards one another.  It is in gratitude that we can find solace 
during this time, by seeing goodness in the face of despair, hope in the midst of anxiety, and joy in the 
midst of fear.  One aspect of practicing gratitude and generosity is stewarding the financial resources 
in our care.  If you would like to make a gift to the ministry of the church, you may visit 
stjohnswilmette.org/give to donate online.  You may also write a check made out to St. John’s 
Lutheran Church and mail it to 1235 Wilmette Avenue, Wilmette, IL 60091.  St. John’s is deeply 
grateful for the generosity of our members and supporters, which allows us to be generous to others 
through our ministry.   

 
DIALOGUE 

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 God our Mother, God our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray. 
Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal, 
you have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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+  Sending  + 
 
SENDING SONG                                                                                                        A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life,  
fill you with hope, and turn your mourning into dancing.  
All-loving God, Creator, ☩ Christ, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  
Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37064. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

 The family and friends of Helene 
Tadros, Olga Domchenko's sister, who 
passed away on 4/6/20, and especially 
for William Sciarrino, Helene's caretaker 

 Natalie Domchenko & Hilaire Sainson, 
sister of Olga Domchenko and sister's 
husband, in need of healing 

 Sylvia Cushing, cousin of Olga 
Domchenko, in need of healing 

 Doris Regan, mother of Jan Wendel & 
Sharon Regan, cancer diagnosis 

 Michael Rager, brother of Christi Wise, 
in need of healing 

 Virginia Milnikel, broken arm 
 Susan Crist 
 Bob Oakes, recovering from 

hospitalization 
 Lani Miller 
 Doug Peters, managing cancer and 

recovering from broken bones 
 Linda Bengfort, mother of Pastor 

Allison, ongoing back pain  

 Fred Rudolphi, friend of Bill Kaspar, in 
need of healing 

 Steve Aschbacher, friend of Bill Kaspar, 
in need of healing 

 the officers of the Rogers Park police 
district 

 Greyson Nester 
 Margaret (Maggie) Oxland 
 Marty Anderson 
 Chad Johnson 
 Ellie Basnik, mother-in-law of Chad 

Johnson, cancer diagnosis 
 Ross Johnson, brother of Chad Johnson 
 The family of Paul Escamilla, friend of 

Elias & Stephanie Abudayeh 
 Sydney Johnson, her work 
 Mark Voosen 
 Margaux Tauszig, granddaughter of 

Wolf Peddinghaus 
 Ed Price, friend of Sarah Rink 
 Jodi Kretzman, friend of Peter Knobel 
 Jessica Sandoval, friend of the Radde 

family 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Face Mask Challenge 
Join the 75,000 Face Mask Challenge! COVID-19 is threatening vulnerable communities, and Lutheran 
World Relief urgently needs cloth face masks to send to them. The cloth mask you sew in your living room 
will provide love and protection to a neighbor in need halfway around the world. How many will you make 
to help stop the spread?  Click here for more info.  
 
Draft Social Message - Your Input Desired 
The idea of government was already very much in focus because this was an election year, and the pandemic 
has focused it more so. But what does the ELCA teach about the nature and function of government in 
relation to God’s purposes? What is a faithful Lutheran response regarding citizenship and civic 
engagement?  To help guide our church on these questions, the 2019 Churchwide Assembly asked for the 
preparation of a social message. At this time, the message is in draft form. Through May 27, you are invited 
to provide feedback on how to strengthen the message. Click here to read “A Draft Social Message on 
Government and Civic Engagement: Discipleship in a Democracy.” To offer feedback, please fill out 
this survey. You may also choose to email comments to draftsocialmessage@elca.org. The comment period 
ends May 27. To learn more about what social messages are, click www.elca.org/socialmessages. 
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The Men's Lunch group has resumed weekly meetings on Thursdays at noon via Zoom.  Click on the 
"Livestream" button on the church homepage to participate (same button we use for worship). 
 
Holy Week Videos & Sermons 
After a wonderful Holy Week, we have many, many videos to share!  Please subscribe to our new youtube 
channel here, where you can view the videos made by families for the Easter Vigil, the amazing choir videos 
made by Robert, and videos of our services.  Pastor Allison's Good Friday and Easter sermons can be read on 
the church website here. 
 
Member Milestones 
Do you have a special event taking place in your or your family's life that you would like to share with the 
St. John's community?  Please let us know, and we will include it in our new "Member Milestones" section 
of the newsletter.  Milestones may include happy occasions and other serious life cycle events, including but 
not limited to graduation, wedding engagement, illness, surgery, death in the family, job change, award 
received, etc.  Also, please send us your birthdays and anniversaries so we can include those as well!  You 
can e-mail your information to churchoffice@stjohnswilmette.com. 
 
Like to color?  Coloring can be a wonderful spiritual practice to help us relax, meditate, and 
reflect.  Click here for a set of adult coloring sheets (could also be used for some children) titled "Prayers for 
When You Feel Anxious." 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
TODAY 
 9:30 AM  Online Worship with Children’s Message 
 11:00 AM-12:00 PM Adult Forum Online 

 
WEDNESDAY 

10:00-11:00 AM Bible Study Online 
 

THURSDAY 
 12:00-1:00 PM  Men’s Group Online 
 

SATURDAY 
 5:00 PM  Candlelight Service Online 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 3 
 9:30 AM  Online Worship with Children’s Message 
 11:00 AM-12:00 PM Adult Forum Online 
 7:00-8:15 PM  Confirmation Class Online 
 


