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Words from
the €difors” Desk

by Marsh Wise & Sue Fisher
Co-EFdifors OTW

reetings Friends! Welcome to our stunming
“Ausfrian issue” (Well bot Las Petars in, at this very
maoment, excitadiy up ind down and dancing with
giee’). We have an excellent article; Three Days on
the Isonzo, which is the moving account Dr. Juljus

Pilzer, n vetoran of the Austric-Hungarian Army. Al-

though long, this article is so outstanding we had to

bring it to you in its entirety.

Unfortunately, due to factors beyond our control

our *go-to-press” date on this issue was held up
for important info on the Newville site! But, fear not,
we do plan on heving our next issue out on Hme.

A few notes about OtW. Normally, OtW wouldn't
be this long, but we ended up having to combine the
Summer and Fall issues into one edition and this is
the result. We hope you enjoy it! From now on, we
plan to try and keep OtW to about 24-28 pages.

Another goal, in fact our basic premise is to make
OtW both interesting and informative by having a
variety of useful, educational articles. Hopefully, once
we get the ball rolling, our readers will start contrib-
uting good material,

Some other ideas for OfW are:

* A different theme for every issue, thus trying to keep
our coverage from being heavily weighted towards
one side or the other. So, the next OtW will be
our French issue, followed by the German issue,
with probably the British issue following and so-
on and so-on. Eventually, we will cover all the
countries invalved in the Great War. By the way,
with the American or British issues, we're going
to leave it up to ‘them what knows it best!’, the
Americans and Brits themselves, to write the ar-
ticles. So, when you guys send in enough good
stuff, we'll print them. We thought it was a good
idew foo!

*There is a need to revamp the ad rates to more real-
istically reflect the cost of printing OtW. Hope-
fully, we can find a business manager for OtW to
help out with this. As it stands now, one of our
biggest problems (besides getting good articles) Is print-
ing costs. We are in dire need of somewhere to
print OtW economically! If you are a printer (or
knew of sameona)] who would be willing to print OtW

Editorial
Concinued on PRgE 15
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President’s Address to the Membership

by Ernst Deksheimer
Ok President

m friends, it has bean a very long and hard fight to
get the Newwvills, PA site to be a reality, but we
have been wvictorious! On 13 September [ eigned
the lease with the |lsndowner | ean not express how muoch
work so many people have put into this effort with any sem-
blance of the magnitude. Quite hanestly, 1 would never want
to go throagh this again, ever! The bottam line is that, as of
this date we, the Great War Association, have s permanent
#ite which no cne can take away, guarnntesd to us for 28 years!!

The Newville site which now has been named the
Caesar Krauss Grest War Mamoriel Sits (s a 156 scre piecs
of land isolated by many ncree of trees and hille and i1z 8 per-
foct mite for cur growing hobby. [t is located very convemiently
to the majority of our moembership 16 miles right off I-78 in
south-pentral Pennsyivania. The property (= owned by Mr
Mark Anderson who i= using this land for 8 memaorial to his
grandfather Corpora] Cassar Krouss of the 78th Divisien,
413th Regt. Compeny M, AEF. We will be utilizing sppros-
mately B0 peres of this land for cur battlefisld (ompare this o the
npprox. 3 acres s Shimpetown ), Our lesss with Mr Anderson al-
lows us to shape the battlefield to our needs and to have sehed-
uled Mational Events, as well ss, Rogional Events and feld!
work weekends

As of right now, the land for our trench system, as well as,
the incaming road and parking sres have already beon cleared
and the trenches started. The trenches to be dug have been
eirefully planned and will be totally historical 1o layout and
design. The twe GWA trench masters, Jeff Halder (allis=)} and
Rick Keller (Central Poworsh are in chargs and will be the ones to
ensure ¢very trench, gun emplacement and bunker is correct.
We literally will have o site which will rival the fields of France!
T wm positive that every member who would like to assist in
the preparation for thie first event by filling & sandbag, puot-
ting up wire or revetting walls would be more than waleamae.
We would weleams individuals or whole units who con come
bo work as it will be an unbelievable effort to get things from
s forest and field to the moonscape of France 1817 before 3
MNevambar. PLEASE contact sither of the two trench masters
for enordination of all efforts!

I certminly would ke remiss if I did not persanally thank
Ermie Cowan and Rick Keller who handloed the massive affort
with the lotal township, Pennsylvanie governmentsl officials
ind the two landowners, past and present. While I was work-
ing with the lawyers und landowner, Ernie and Rick did all
the work which made possible the landowner and 1 coming
TI:IE:EIJ.'I.E:I' to =ign the lease Without their salfless afforts we
simply would not have this site for November. Quite honestly,
[ nwed to give an even greater thank you to Mark Anderson, o
man who has put up mare money than you would want to
know to purchase this property and pay for the many subse-
queiit fess for lawyers, surveyors and the [ike Mark, we say i
Beartfelt thank you and a hope you will eome often to our
eventsl!

Friends, thiz will not be an event (o misel H3a puckh will be
guing on at this event which literally demands you to eome. A

great new trench system will be started sand will need svery-
oiie to help, elections for new officers will take place and a
major vote on changes to our Constltution. . all at this svent,
I beligve we will evan havs artillery bombardments. | would
like to go over sach of these last items,
First off, on the new site, here are the main points of the
lwasn;
B o 29 year lesse which gusrintess we can not [ose the
gite,

B all trenches, bunkers, ete... will be historeally correct
and will be dope according to a carefully lmid oot
plan.

B We plope have the right (which s untimbed) to ghape the
battlefield for our own needs. And here et me say
that, having ssen the battlefield, the scenarios are
endiess. Frankly, you can not even imagine the sheer
saze of the proposed trench system both n Jength
and scope

We will be taking cutl substantial liability insurance to
cover both the landowner and osurselves. With the
patential liability invelved, it will be mandstory that
NGO ONE may go onto the site without signing a
Hability waiver

Becandly, the coming election of new officers is o crucial
one. The next sdministration will need the most capable
paople we have to offer in arder to steer through the many
inses which will eonfront us. A grent deal of listening to the
many viewpointe and finding consensus is necessary, [ urge
you to carefully read the biographies and goals for aach of
the nominess na laid out in this OTW in order to make the
hast choies for the next two yaars. The same goes for the
changes propesed 1o the Constitution of the GWA. We need
to continually change as we grow, but want to do so responsi-
bly. Plemse vote but carefully read each proposed change.

Finally, [ wish to express my thanks to the sntire member-
ahip of the GWA for the privilege of baing your president for
the last two years, While there have been times when [ would
have sooner been in 8 Siberian winter, it has been s chal-
lenge and ene in which 1 hopefully have been able to contrib-
ute something te the growth of our organization. While I be-
lieve this sdministration has gotten s lot sccomplished, we
just started the work that needs doing. The [ob of president
{mlsn the viow president. repa, freaswrne end combai commanders ) 18 Tl:l'lilgl'l
one. The many different egos, personalities and issues re-
quires considerable compromise and removing of ons's own
desires. Frankly, our adminisiration has struggled with this
Ope of the frostrations | have had s president s seeing many
of our committess reducs in size to o single member It (s
vital to have vibrant commuittees with diverse viewpoints and
active members, | share thess things with you to encourage
you to not be merely participants st sventa. [ know that many
of our membership truly care about both the hobby and our
arganigation. May T wrge you to get involved. Join o commit-

President’s Address
Continued on page g
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Schedule of Events - GWA Fall 95 Heenactment

Friday — November 3, 19395

Moon - Midnight Open Registration
Noon - G3dPM Work on Trenches and/or Battle Lines
5PM GWA Executive Committee Meeting (Reg. area)
53@ - T3IGPM Dinner (mess tent) / Combat Catering
E18PM Safety Meeting (combat site)
B45PM - TBD Night Tactical (combat site)

Saturday - November 4, 1995

7 - 9AM Open Registration
7 - BIlgAM Breakfast (mess tent) / Combat Catering
T30AM GWA Meeting - Unit Commanders [Reg. area)
9AM Safety Meeting (Registration area)
930AM - TBD All Day Reenactment (combat site)
12@@ = 2PM Lunch (mess tent) / Combat Catering
& — BPM Dinner (mess tent) / Combat Catering

Sunday - November 5, 1995

7 - BAM * Morning Assault (combat site)

7 — 833AM Breakfast [(mess tent) / Combat Catering

8 - 1AM Clean=-up registration, camping & combat areas
12AM Wew Administration takes officell!

* There will be 2 one hour combat scenario Sunday morning for all GWA
*die hards."™ Hot coffee will be available at the combat site!

Note - Individuals are welcome to come Thursday to help revet/sandbag
the trenches and put up wire in No Mans land.
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Words from the GWH Vice President

by Tim Goodwin
GWA Wea President

1. The GWA fall event will be held at our new site, near

Nowville, Pennsyivanin on November 5.4 & 6, Directions
an how to get to the property are included in this seue of
Oni-The-Wire. Signs will alssc be posted along the road.

2. Property Update—Acquisition of the Newville site is pro-

ceeding. We now have a aigned {lung term ) lease agreement
betwesn Mark Anderson and the GWA for use of thie sits
The completion of the numerous engineering drawings,
EPAMsoll teating, legal searches, ote, tock much longer
than eriginally snticipated. Although we have recejved
formal townshp approval to develop this property into a
WWI1 battlefield, we are still awaiting written EPA ap-
proval. The latter should be 8 mere formality, for Mark
has already besn given the verbal go-ahead. Closing
should take place i October Both Mark Anderson and
Mr Cralg (currand lonid owner ) have agroed to allow the GWA
to hold our fnll event at Newville, regardless of the sta-
tus aof ownership. Preparation of the site for the fall event
has already commended (La cisarng sway vegeiation, grading =
romed Lol i Ui pumdtid mpen sevaging e pariong b ete | Coptroe-
tion of the trenches is scheduled to commence the week
of Beptembar 18th,

3. Regstration will take place in & tent near the parking area.

The table will be manned from Noen to Midnight Friday
and 0700 to 0800 Ssturday, The Allies will be handling
registration for this svent (s aeed ndunseess ). The Newville
avant fee is $15.00. To minimize nny confusion for our
first event at the Newwille site, please register immedi-
ately upon entéring the premizes. You ean piek up a site
map at that time, showing the lnyout of the proparty and
the loeation of the varous arepsffneilitios

4. A gingle parking lot is being constructed nsar the highway,

which will accopunodats approximately 150 vehicles. This
area will be seraped, graded and given an addoed shala
topping for firmnoss, Individunls can loadfunlond their
goar at any of the aress, but must then return their car
to the pariing lot. Both the flea market and modarn camp-
ing areas aro near thes lot

6. This will be a L+ day event. We have scheduled s combat

geenario for Friday evening, which will commence at 1845
hire and will continue ns lonp ss thers is interest. A safety
briefing will be held at 1830 hrs st the battls site, for
those individuals who intend to participate in Friday's
might setion. You must attend this briefing, if you want
to play. Unit members are encouraged to aelp 6l sand
bags and string wire during the day Friday, Bath the sand
bape and wire will be provided by the GWA

B, The (WA Site Committee i respansitle for eoardinating

the nrtual development of the trench system. Commities
members have spent many hours degigning the trenches
Unlike Shimpstown, all strong paints, outpests, bunkers,
roveting, ete, muet be historically carrect and pre-ap-

proved by the two trench masters, Please coordinate all
copstruction in your essigned sector with the appropri-
ate trench masier, so as not to waste youor time.

7. The GWA Safety Meeting will be held at 0900 Saturday
morning near the registretion area. All grepnadiers will
bring their grenades with them for inspection. Sample
grenades will be selected and retained by the Safety Of-
fleer for analysis. The GT will try to keep this meeting as
brief ns pessible, so we can get right into the tactical
scenarios, This meeting is mandatory for all pariiei-
pants—plesse be on time! [ Trench Prsses will be checied |

B. Elections will be held at the fall svant for the soven GWA
lendership positions. GWA members will fill out ballote
as they register Thess ballots will be eounted tmmedi-
stely following the Saturday Safety Mesting and the re-
sults announced later in the day Three individuals wrill
conduct the actual count. These will be the GWA Secra-
tary and two others {ona Contral Powers and one Allisd | chosen
by lot. The new administration will aseume office ut the
¢lose of this avant

9. Last Spring, petitiona were circulated proposing 40 changes
to the GWA Constitution. The purpose of these changes
warn to darify severnl gray aress within the GWA Con-
stitution and to add provisions recommended by the
Aspocintion's attorney All 40 changes have received the
required 50 signatures nasded to be placed on the hallot
and will be voted upon by the memberehip during regis-
tration, A copy of thess changes has been forwarded to
your unit commander liong wilh & curpenl WA simstibo gk,

10. Thare will be no time constraints upon Flaa Market howurs
during this svent. Sutlers will set-up their tables in an
ares near the parking lot. Flease keep in mind that the
GWA will not be providing tables, chairs or shelter of
any kind. Additionally, starting with this svent, only GWA
dues paying members can sell items at the Fles Market.
This provision 15 necessary due to liability concerns and
will be strictly enforced.

11, *Combat Catermg” will agein be providing meals. The cost
is 830,00 for the entire weekend. This ineludes five meals
{ Friduy dinoer / Saturdny hreskinnl, Tinch & dinnes £ Swinbiy benibfas: |
Anyone interested in using thie serviee should contact
Lou Ritter at (410) 479-0811 /204 Third St., Denton, MDD
21628, | Reanwmbeer ta bring your vwn miess kit snd sating alensib)

12. TR23 will be sponsoring an authentic fisld mess behind
the CGerman lines. This mess is open te other units. Unit
commanders ahould contact Ken Boice at (4121 445-3647
far details, Arrangements for food must be mads prior te
the evant

13, Although & water buffalo will be on-site for this evant, [
suggast individusls should plan on bringing an extra gal-
lon of water to mesl sny supplementsl peeds.

GWA VP
Cantinued on page 8
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[Tlessage from the
Hilied Representative

Co: Members of Allied Units
From: Hllied Represenfative, Pete Tuttie

Grectings! I hope the summer season has treated you
all well, This will be just a short missive covering sev-
eral topies in preparation for November's event,

1. First, 1 received a letter from Mark Mesder gis month {jape
g5} thal notified me that he is stepping down [rom come-
mand of the 151€ Régiment d° Infanterie do France He
will be participating as a soldier from he rmanks. Mark has
been the commander of the French for quite a while and 1
tnke this opporiamty formally and publicly fo thank him
fior his efforts in suppan of our bbby, Take care Mark—
we' Il see vou in the renches!

2. Recond, the trenches: Hiving recently talked with Rick Keller
and the rest of the 6G-7 on o conference call, | am of the
apinion it events are progressing (owards being able o
peeupy the Carlisle, PA site and fight in November, Hope-
fully, by the tme this issue of Oo The Wire is published,
misre coticrete information will be forthcoming. In the
megantime, unit commanders please consider contacting our
trench master, Jeff Holder, and offering him any assisiance,
If we are able o work on site this summer and fall we will
v 1o coordinate work paries and weekends (o ensure
thit we pul in & maximuom effort to be ready for November
I"d also like 1o publicly thank Jeff Holder and his team (or
puttimg tisgether the Allied ench plan/program.

As | have suggested and reiterated previously, we need w place
maxumun efforts into getting the play ared (e resch. com-
finimications henches, [Bening posts and oo mans laod ) ready for war
his needs 10 be our top pricrty, There will be plenty of
drea for unit dogouts and amiple tme o construct them, bt
wiet e to make sure that we put the majority of the effors
towanls the areas thal beneiii all of us, nol jusi liide por-
Lhoans of us,

IF vou hve gy trench construciion malerials (lumber and sae, b 00
luima! than vou wonld wamt o donate to the canse, please le)
me or Jefl Holder know. We (the GWa) are gaing (o prob-
ably spend beascoup bucks on backhoes and the Tike and it
may be a posilive move (o iry (o see if we cin mitigaie any
cost impacis for initial trench construction. This is jusi &
thomght—mnot an official position

3. Third, Frunce: Some of you may have noticed that 1 was
absent fromm the April event. When my father passed away
in latte March my wife and [ went to Fmnce 1o escape real-
ity for pwo wieeks, Severil other members of the “Khaki
Club,” from the greater Detrodi ared, armved and we spent &

suabi week in the Meuse Argonne sector. [1was a good joar-
mey. We walked where the doughboys walked, drmnk where
they drank and saw their graves at Romage and Belleag
Wood, We also saw a bit of Verdun, Montfaucon, the “Lost
Battnhion's™ ravine, and los of other things.

This was the first opporunity for me W see whit ['ve
reading aboui for yvears. | highly recommend a pilgrimage
fior sy thast canes w spend the dowgh o po. Dot hother
tooking for relics—Keller has them all!!! Just kidding,
but | conldn’t resist it. The well known aneas are preity
picked over and the findings wne slim,

4. Fourth, Impressions: Please continug (o work oo vour um-
pressions over the sumimer, Mot everybody corrently biis o
cruckerjnck impression, bt whatever is there con be jmi.
prived. M}l ifp o France, and seeing the graves at Homage
and Bellean Wood, brought bome the point tho we sl
should try (o improve our impressions as much as possible
{ within resson snd fmancial conmreinte. of course] S0 We CEn Prap-
erly honor those wha served o the Gireal War

5. Membershap, [ have bhad more than o few calls from inier-
ested people concerning the GWA and the allies, We may
have some of them atiend for the st ome in November
Take these folks under your wing and treal them righe. Get
them stared off on the nght foof 0 we don’"vend up having
“guality” profems later Umnce the trench site i5 o "go ™ we
ciin huild our units mnd membership up beyond wihost it was
i few years ago, while we were at Shimplown.

6. Mew Uinits: [ lomow there is at least one allied group working
on [omming & oew ol Ceet your umil packel in ASAF so
the G-7 cam meview it and issue @ decision prios m the No-
vember event

7. Last, an apology: This last twelve months has been pretty
challenging for me personally, with the death of both my
puirents and mapor carcer changes, 50 1 have been able 1o
dewioie very little discretionary time towands (iWA activi-
figs. This has been disappointing o me, bécouse | think
each elected officer must muinisin & passion and drive for
the hobby that will both inspire the membership and carry
the GWA through any tough tmes, Hopeally, beiween now
and MNovember, T will ke able to participate a little more
fully,

Hee vou in the trenches.

Peter G Tuttle

Allied Represenlative

e gy el gy i i iy
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From (he
Ceniral Powers Representative

by Steve Fisher
Central Powers Representitive

Kameraden,

bean impossible.

better than Shimpstown!
[ look forward to seeing everyone in November.
e Kamerad,

As you all know by now, the Newville site lease has been signed. Now, the real work by the membership
must begin. [ visited the site last month and it was so heavily overgrown that an event there would have

During the week of Sept. 11, Ernie Cowan made a great effort at clearing the access road and preparing
the site for the event. The backhoe should have started work on Sept. 19. Emie needs help!!! Please
|| volunteerto help with the clearing and preparation of the site for the Fall event. This event will be our first
on our new, permanent site; let's all pitch in to make is a successful event. Be sure to bring shovels, picks,
etc. to the event—there will be plenty of work for everyone.

Access to the site is restricted. Rick Keller must be notified if you intend to do any work there. Only
current, dues-paying members will be permitted on site, since only valid members will be protected by our
insurance. Any structures built on site must be pre-approved by the site committee. Let's make this site

Steve Fisher

GWA VP
Comminued frem page 6

14. For those members who do not wish to eamp in the field
{sitien wi do nost yet have in-ground bunkers), the following is o list
a nearby motels

Maitsl Phone # Location Distance
Shippensburg Inn TI7-530-1234 Shippensburg 18 mies
Universily Ledge Motel  717-532-731 Shppenshurg 18 mies
Hat Paint lan T17-530-858493 Shippensbung 18 mies
Thea's Inn T17-532.555 Shppenshung 18 mbes
Kenmar Mol TAT-423.5015  Exit 1574 Tumplke 11 mides

16. A OWA Unit Commanders/Elected Officers meeting will
be held Saturday morning st 0730 near the registration
aren. At which, the eurrent status and future usage of
the Newville site will be discussed. All units should be
represented al this meeting If you have any gripes, ques-
tiene or suggeshione — now is a good time o talk to yeur
unit esmmander

16. As part of our lease sgreement with the land owner, the
GWA will thoroughly cleanup the site following sach
event, Individual units will be assigned specific sectors
to polics Sundny morning Expended brass will remaln
on the field, but all paper and plastic items need to be
picked up Trash bags will be distribigted and aress as-
gigned during the unit ecommanders meeting. A dumpsier
will be on-gite for trash disposs)

17, Bpeafic areas have been designated for parking. camping
anud fen market set-up Sins will be posted [dentifying these
sress. Period camping near the battle sits i pormitted.

18, No live pmmonition s to be brought onto the Newwille
site for any reason. Let me say this again — Mo live am-
munitiot will be breught onto the site!

19, Mo Drugslll Anyone eaught will illegal drugs will be im-
mediately expelled from both the site and membership
in the GWA This type of nonsense will not be tolernted.
Our hobby i dangerous enough witheut sema diot get-
ting high, then wanting to carry & gun,

20, If anyone hae any extras tables, chairs or canopies that we
can use for registration, please contact Tim Goodwin at
(614} 427-3644.

21. Until further notice, all visits to the Newville sife musi
b pre-arranged with sither the GWA Presidant or Kick
Keller. Pleass kesp in mind that this property has not
yol changed hands All visitation must be strietly regu.
Inted.

22. Thera have been numerous rurmors concerning proposed
legislation by the State of Pennaylvanin suppoaedly ban.
ning the transportation and'or ownership of automatic
weapons. Several of our members have closely followed
thess proceedings and the proposed statutes do not ap-
ply to WWI] ers machine guns. (All current state |aws
remain in effect ) For additional information, you esn
conithel Hick Reller at 717-264-6834.

23. Safety : At the Apnl event, mevern] mombaers recetved “mi.
nor” injuries, most of which could have been prevented
had everyone remained alert nnd strictly adhered to the
+WA's safety guidelines. The worst incident (from » safety
prospectivel was an individoal being hit in the forehead
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Book Review:
Che Salvation Army
in the Greaf War

Harpars Pictorial Library of the Ward War
Hamper & Brothers Publishers New York and Londen, 1920
gepls from pages 379-389

Cantributed by Al Fuerst
116th Inf. H-l-gtJqutrs- Co AEF

an Allled veteran of the Grest War, the subject of the

Balvation Army ususlty comes up. Temmy Atkins and
Dioughboys alike had a aniversal love for the Flapjacks and
Doughnuts that made the Salvation Army famoos in Franes,
-.That and the fact that everything the Salvation Army pro-
vided to the soldier wae free!

One of the best compilations of SBalvation Army stores (s
the Armies of Mercy volume of the Harpers Pictorial Library
of the World War. A few of these stories are as follows :

At the foot of Mantfauesn, on the morning of Sept. 28th,
1918 there was 4 small shack surrounded by shell holes nnd
craters and inhabited by four Salvation Army workers. They
had oecupied it after the 313th Infantry had moved their
line to the base of the hill. As they set up shop te produce
those world famous doughnuts, shells were still falling
nearby. Col. Sweezey, Commander of the 3153th urged the
girls to go back “Ladies,” he said, "This is no place for you
now, The men would far rather do without than to see you
killed. | want to ask you to desert this place, becnuse at any
moment the Germans may open up & barrege. It is too dan-
gerous for you hare”

“Wa will not leave " They eaid!

Sf'}'uu ever have the privilege of speak-ing at length with

At BADO the next moming the men of the 313th lined up for
coffas, rolls and doughnute Half an hour later they went up
Montfaucon took it, and went on. Rabtion partios did not eaich
up with them for four days Their only food being the axtra
rolls and doughnuts pressed on them by the Salvation Army
wirls pnd squirreled avwny in pockets and pecks=.Did the troops
sppreciate those Doughnuts? You can bet yvour life they did

Sprpeant Major Charles Walker of the Princess Pat Hegi-
ment, 10th Infantry, Canadian Forcee relates that the during
the April, 1915 battles around Ypres the men members of the
Salvation Army station in YPRES filled in as stretcher bear-
ers and that the for four hours when he eame out of the
tronches after that battle, two of the Inssies at the Plug Stroet
eanteen remsained on duty, feeding 1000 troops * My but the
coffee, doughnuts and pies they handed us were good "

"BUDDIES", is the name given to Salvstionists by the fa-
mous Devil Doga of the ffth Regiment, U8, Marines. The
title Buddies s considered o big tribute by the front line sol-
dier It implies shared trust and shared hardship snd a com-
mon bond of friendship that the war could net overcome;
“When we landed in Franee,” said o Sergeant of the 5th Ma-
rnes, “wa found the Salvation Army aclive and op the job,
On our armival at the trenches the Salvation Lissies were
already there and served us doughnuts and hot coffee. On
oiir retirn to the States, the first ones to greet us with free
tolegrams to send the folks back home wers the Salvation
Army Lassies.”

Private First Class William J. Proctor, when asked about
the Salvation Army, said “As long as any bey who went with
Pershing has a nickel in his clothes, he'll give it up to the
Balvaticn Armyl We were broke most of the time oversess,
and the Salvation Army gave us things, and didn't oven ask
us io thank them. Thoy didn't bother us about religion, ei-
ther— just kept on the job helping us and making us comfort-
able, AND we won't forget it So, when next in the Trenches,
and you smeall Hot Coffee brewing and the hint of Fresh Dough-
nuts in the mormmg air, think about all that the Salvation
Army did for the common soldier in Franea.

with a rifle butt during the might action. This is Stu-
pidi!! The only physical contact allowed s with rubber
knives or any other wanpon made from soft, pliahle ma-
terial. This is especially true at night whan you ean't see
your opponent very clearly Mewwville is an unfamiliar
event site for the GWA. Be forewnrned, there i= a lot of
poison ivy, thorn bushes, ticks, broken glass and some
snukes on the property. We will begin this upeoming event
with a might action. Be Careful, Wateh the other guy and
let common eenss dictaie your actions, Encugh Said,

24. If you have any guestions coneerning the fall event, unit
commanders can eontact sither

Tim Goodwin (WA Viee President) B14-427-3544
Pate Tuttle (Alhed Representative) T03-622-1686
Steve Fisher (Contral Fowers epreseninsrvet F1T-328-TES1

26 Attached is a "tentative” Schaduls of Events for this weekend
26, This event should be & lot of fun!

7 m Govcdwin

Presidents Address
Comrinaed from page 4

toe. Support each of the G-7. If you sit on the sidelines while
others do the work, you simply do not have the right to com-
plain. In the eoming yvears this organization nnd the site will
bacome internationally known. Wa can and should bs more
than a re-enactment aseioty; [ beliove wo have almost a moral
ohligation to earry the torch to see the memary of WWI and
its lessons learned stay alive. | can see future museums, edu-
cational classes, dealings with the Federal government for
manuments, other parks and memorials developed and a
growing interest in the history of WWI [ostered to many dif-
ferent eountries around the world. | heliave, even in the short
rur, we will see this site grow to accommodate thousands of
participants. Friends, we are sesing the rebirth of the GWA.
Be o port of it and lend your wiewpoint and effort. [ leek for
ward to seeing you in the trenches!

Thank you!

E Deksheimer

e e S S S SV A S VS R
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Storm of Sree/

Federal Class | & 111 Military Firearms Dealer
1050 St1. John Street
Easton, PA 18042
Telephone: (010) 253-9385
Fax: (610) 253-3210

Cupplying all your WWI (rearms needs ineluding:

SMLE Enfield ] Mannlicher

T Lebel .. Carcano

Berthier US M1903/1917
................... Moisen Nagant M1891

e Reenactor tﬁrﬂugﬁ Coflector grades available!

oFair and Aonest service and Pric'mg

eBuy, sell and trade

Jim Michaud
(516) 678-5156 evenings

Michael Moss

"
(610) 253-9385 days R 2TV rules 800y

F.F.L. No. 8-23-048-01-5F-36650

E.LN. No. 23-201-6633
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Some [Tlodest Proposals...

by Glen Dresback
member, R23 & GitA

there are some things | would like to set out for dis

cussion. | am just a member, but would like to point
some things out that we could all work on or discuss, sand
perhaps change, We have seen WWT shrink drastically from
the highs of attendance ai the last Shimpsiown events fo
the lows of the current era, and we must take some steps to
reinvigorate the hobby. There has been a lot of talk about
the new site solving everything, i.e. “the pew site will solva
the attendance problem, or the flare problem, or this
problem.” The lack of a site, however, is only one of the
problems assailing WW1, and we must insure that we do
not become a mediocre hobby on a great site, or [Imit our-
selves so much that evervone loses interest.,

Looking at more then the attendance, one of the non-
casuslties of the last few vears has beon the authenticity
standards, Some unlts have improved, and In fact the Ger-
man line has improved significantly in many arees. [ really
can't write aboul the Allies, sxcept to say that | love seeing
the slowly increasing numbers of French, Russians, and
British. But problems do still exist. Rubber soled boots have
appeared, creeping in from the Farb hinterlands. Some
WWII stuff has appeared. But generally, most units have
improved, not collapsed. While there are still some hor-
rible uniforms on the field. most units have begun to look
far beiter than they had in the pasi, if many are indeed
smaller in slze.

If we're here to reenact, or do living history, we must
gunrd sgainst any collapse in authenticity. If we do not, we
are not dolng anything more than running around a field
with & gun. You might as well bring out vour M-1LA or your
SKS rather than vour Enfield, Mauser, or Lebel, since after
all, it would surely work better! (And they definitely would have
usnd |t hnid thary hiad 7). We elther need to do this right or go do
“resnacting” where you take off your hat to show you're
hit, painthall, or just MTV-style *adventure sporis.” Rubber
soled boots should all go eway now. Period. Hatreuts should
be right. Take a careful look at your impression. [s it Aght?
Why or why not? Dump the stuff that is wrong. We owe it
to each other and to the memory of the men and women
who fought that war. Abave all, always try harder.

Some suggestions that | think would maks reenacting on
the new site better:

H‘E Wwe embark upon customizing & new site 1o our needs,

|} Evaryone needs to realize that our battles are NOT
tacticals. Yes, | know both sides have fallen prey 1o this.
But we should stop this mind-set before it overwhelms the
living histary side of the hobby, We need to decide if the
two trench lines that we are building are the two points of
two salients, so that we can go around to the sides, or if
they are a part of the froni “in a box” so that we can't. They
would be construcied differently, and if we go with just &
portion of the front, we should stop trying to go around the
sides of the enemy trench line. There is no “around” after
all—the race to the sea solved that in 1914. The trenches

extend from the English Channel to the Swiss border, There
is no “flank” to turn. Everyone dies. There are no heroes.
Forget sneaking around behind the position, there & no
way io do that. Forget "winning.” These batiles went on for
months, There should be no clear winners anyway, just the
dead. If yvou're here just to burn powder, you should go
find some other hobby anyway. We should all take more
hits, and help support services gel established for both sides,

2) Mow that we have & site again, lot's make the events
mare realistic! When | came into WWI1, all that | heard about
was that it was a "24 hour” eveni. Well, that hasn't been
true for some time, and isn't likely to be true soon. But
really, most of the attacks started in the morning, when the
sun is dim and the attackers have some chance of getting
to the enemy trench without all getting hit. Most of the days
really were spent on fatigues, sleeping, or just BS'ing with
your comrades. Why? You couldn’t do much above ground
during the day, because of the danger of being hit. As close
as the Ft. Pickett lines are, most of any attacks would be
mowed down in minutes. Extensive artiliery fire would have
helped out a lot.

Why not do more after dark again? It was the best tme at
the old events: nothing farby around vou as the flares, and
the machine guns, flashed. Some of the best and the heavi-
esl action was al nighi, and the mosi correct. [ is cooler,
and wearing vour uniform in action is much more comfori-
able at 6 degrees than at 100°. Sleep more during the
day. It is a thought.

3) Let’s take the some of the opportunities afforded by
the new site and the decline in members and put them 1o
good usa! One thing we should do i break out of what had,
1o an extent, occurmed ot Shimpstown—that we wound up
doing the same months, of the same vears, over and over
again, Due to the makeup of the reenacting force on the
field, {motly American, Britinhand German) we rarely did anything
other than 1918. The “early war" portion of the evenl was
limited to one day of the Spring event, and was mostly just
a change of helmets.

Instead of bifurcating one event, why not have a new event
Just for the early war? In this way, we could keep all camps
happy: those who want to do nothing but 8 months of 1918,
and thosa who want to do the rest of the war! The “early
war” date and location (whers ir's “a1” in Franes or Balgiem) coiild
fluctuate. Really, what would be the sasiest to do would be
the mid-war, sav 1916 This is about all that we ever did
eryway, but if we really want 1o learn about how the uni-
forms & tactics changed during the war, we could go for an
actual early date, say 1815, The armies of the Great War
changed quite a bit from 1914-18, in tactics, weapons, arfi-
tudes, and uniforms. It could be a kot of fun, sspecially if
we change more than just uniform paris, but also the way
that we aci. From flags and swords, to Stahlhelms and
submachine guns—all were present during the war. We
should try to do more, to learn more, The mass charges

Proposals
Continued on page 1

el o el o gl el i gy
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Fall 95 GWH Election Candidate’s Statements

For FWHE Hice-Presddent
eEick Blair
ek mith Saar

For (WA Freaident:
sddarvin Chadal
oStave Fiaher

B Cantral Fhvera For Carrtra) Powers Combal

Eepreasniitie Commander
oErnat Dekshaimer spdichasl Gonzales
sEnb flenta *Tim Coodwin

Marvin Chadab

am the product of 8 mved marriage. My fnther was from
| the small Lithusnian town of Utena, my mother from the

small city of Baranoy, which is noar Erakow, Only 8 mo-
EEnbons event (e Seasil Werld War qualifies] would bring these
totally different cultures together It was very interesting be-
ing the product of & sophisticated educated mother and o
simple rural father who lacked s formal edueation, but had s
great deal of good sense. | suppose it was a combination of
luck, smarts and the hand of God which allowed my parents
to survive the Ghettos, the slave labor cnmps and the death
camps that they were (ncarcerated in. At the end of the war
they found themeelves in Bavaris where the 835 had aban-
doned them Apnin, they showed their inoate intelligence in
deciding that Esstern Europe was no place for a survivoer to
find & life. Subsequent massacres of returning Jews in Po-
land bore out their decision. My parents met in a displaced
person: camp in Feldafing which ironically was a Hitler
Jogend resort. The lack of living space prompted the 1S
gecupation authorities to requisition civilian villas and thay
comfortably settled into villa number one. | was bornin Jann-
ary 1847. The raging debate was whether to lmmidgrate to
Palestine or to the United States. America won out after my
gunt tried unswecessfully to reach Palestine aboard the Exo-
dus. We arrived in Marine Terminal Brooklyn NY. aboard
the USS Ganeral Moars and promptly ssttled. My upbring-
ifig in o one bedroom apartment on the fourth floer of & teem-
ing tenement was in retrospect cne afl the great Incentives in
obtaining an education. There is nothing like poverty o focus
ones vision of the future and to distinguish between what is
important in [ifé and what is superficial.

My education was steady and unspectacular FE 178,
Erasmus Hall High School and Brookivn College. The differ-
ence in the later tweo schools was that the bos tarned right
instaad of [eft

True Education actually started in 1868 at the Howard
University College of Medicne. 1 spent two years there living
ir the Washington, .0, area where | was to eventunlly settls
| campleted my medical school education at the Albert Einstein
College of Medicine in the Brong MY, where | was awarded
my medical degree in 1872, My medical Internahip was st
the Montefiors Hospital in the Bronx where I should have
recelvad o Silver Star or at the very minimum a Purple Heart
I entered the United States Public Health Service for my der-
matalogy treining which incdoaded a year fellowship at Co-
Iumbin University, After the completion of my trniming [ moved

to the Washington ares snd opened s private dermatology
practice. Eightoen yensrs later | am still here

| discovarad WWI reennctment five vears sgo when | toak
my kids to the local Washington day parade and saw
doughbays in the living fesh and moving at normal speeds. |
knew at that moment that my love for history had finally
fiund an outlet. [ had n mere six wooks to get my kit together
and with the help of my unit and Rick Keller [ was able to
look correct. My first event at Shimpstown was cold wet and
physieally uneomfortable; in ahort, I loved it. 1 have not yet
mizsed an event including the superb aviation event at
Shimptstown and the “Siberan” battle at Baaver Falls. [ have
seen our hobby at ite best and when it has [ost jis way, |
believe that with the new site in Pennsylvania we are about
to emberk into 8 renaissance for eur hobby, My vision for the
Great War Association is one of recapturing the glory of
Shimptstown and even surpassing it. [ am not embarrassed
to admit that [ thought the events snd the site at Shimpstown
were superh, Newville con and will excesd Mr Lee's farm.
Fairness, respect for all and the absolute need to demand
safety in the hobby will ensure that goal. There are many
talented intalligent and motivated mambers in the GWA and
by poaling our resources we ean easily mest our goals. The
job of the president of oor organization is to recognize these
tnlents and channel them for the sommon good. Being fair-
minded aceessible and receptive to innovation is my platform

and my promise,

Steve Fisher

amerdden, us moet of you know, T am running for President

of the GWAL T have not tnken this action lightly; heving been

the Central Powers Reprusantative, [ am well aware of the

problems and Fustrations of such 8 pesition. Howeves, my experi-

ence also allows me 1o see whint aress of the GWA need attention
and those that work well s is,

[ am 34 yeers old and hold a BS. in Marketing and & M.A. in
History [ am eurrently porsuing 2 PhD. in Military History at
Temple University, | began reenncting in 1982. 1 have also been a
voluntesr living history interpreter at Fart Necessity (Presch & L
dinn War) and at Antietam and Appomattox Courthowse. [ was a
founding member of IR111, which | now command.

My past sxcperience in the GWA includes going to Fort Pickett to
investigate it s o potential site. As the Central Powers Represen-
tative, ] have put together our new trench guide, gone to the Newville
site when itz use was first proposed. | endorded our [nvestigating
Mr Anderson’s offer and was the first (WA, officer to speak 1o Mr
Andersin about what he had in mind for us and his WWI founda-
tion.

This election is especially important bacawse wa are gaing into
nmar afte—which will require the eooperation of all of our members
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to ansure that an orgenized plan s put in place o develop our
trenches as quickly as possible while getting us the most for our
money, Our organization will begin to grow again as old members
returt and pow meahactors join s

Of primary importance 1 o get back to basice—that is, resnaet-
ing, Administrative chores imvolving the elected officers and wndt
eomnmenders should generally be done prior to the event. Event
dates should be set a8 early as possible and should follow & regular
patiern so everyone can plan ahead. The bureaucracy within the
CWA should be kept to & minimum. The safety mesting should be
kept to 15 minutes. Otber administrative items can be dealt with
Lintar or prior to the event. Our forus should be an what we came to
the event for—living history

My asconid goal i& that we move forward with tha development
of the new wite. Thiv should be done with the least smoant of con-
Mlict- We showld forus on cooparation and getting everyons involved
in the process. My aim is to promiote cooperstion within the GWA
nnd ensure that everyone 15 represented. The elected officials are
there towork for the organization, not for theirown private agends
I believe my experience and |eadership can bonefit the Assoan-
tion. I you support me, then 1 ask that vou also gve your support
toe Bick Bloir of IR92 for Vice President, Rob Tienta of TRZ3 as
Central Powers Representative, and Mike Gongales of [R23 as
Combat Commmander Together we on lend the GWA into a now
future. Thank you.

Fresident:

['I W L I'I'I"f';."'...'-. YiGE

Rick Blair

[ have been a member of the GWA and TRB2, the Brunswick
Regiment, since 1982 [ currently haold the rank of Gefreiter
arld serve gs the editor of Dar Schittzengrab, my unit's news.-
letter

I support Steve Fisher of IR111 a5 & candidate for GWA
president, Steve and [ are fercely committed io the advance-
mant of this hobby and share & vision for its future,

I have been reenacting various periods of military history
for naarly 20 years. [ regularly attend Military Through the
Ages ot Jamesiown, VA with various sward-winming units. [
serve an the WWI liason for the Marching Through Timae
living history event hald snnually st Marietta Mansion, Bowie,
MD

l am m predusts of Penn State and Shippensburg Univer
s1fy, Shippensburg, PA, having earned i BS. degree in Crimi-
nal Justiee. I am eurrently emploved as an administrator with
the Wnshington County Shernffs Ofice in Hagerstown, MID

As a resident of Western Maryland, | live in elose prodm-
ity to the Newville site. | would be able to visit the site often
and work clasely with its developers

If electad, 1 will wark to ensure the Newville site is doval-
oped gquickly and suthentically, | advocate limited bureau-
erncy nnd bureaucrstic authority. [ advoeate sound planning
for the growth of our hobby I will promole safety. As your
¥ice President, 1 would work to ensure a highly organized
and efficient G-T that j4 responsive to the wishes of the mem-
bership. My enmpaign promise to you is this—I will work
with you and for you to make WWI an enjoyable and worth-
while hobhby,

My best to all of you. Hope to ses you in the Falll
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Keith Saari

My name is Keith Saari and | am running for Vies Presi-
dant of the Grest War Association. | have been resnacting
sinee 1980, from French and Indian War to World War (1. 1
joined the GWA seven yvears ago and since then, | have helped
oot with the registration, set-up and clean-up st bath the
Shimpstown and Ft. Picketl sitea.

[ work at Fort Ward Museum (n Alexandrin, Virginle as a
Museum Technician. In this capacity, | have assisted in the
organization of many histore resnactments and events, from
Ruevolutionary reennctments and Civil War Garrisons to Mu-
geum Cpenings. | am & volunteer at Fort Washington as a his-
torie interpreter and am certified na a black powder demon-
stratar

When elected to the Viee Presidency [ will work hard to pro-
mote nnd advance the Great War Association. | see Newville as
the premuer reenactment site of WWI, Like Shimpstown where
suthenticity and friendship were ope. | ask that you please
vote for me in Movember to help make o brightér futurs for

ppr hobby

For Central Fowers

f epresentative:

Emst Deksheimer

(Craig Nordguist)

You know me as Emst Deksheimer. | am running in the
fall elections for the position of Central Powers Represents-
tive. Why, after being President of the GWA for the last two
swars would | want to be your Central Powers Represents-
tive? | have always had a love of our hobhy; from Civil War
clubs aa n 'hn:,t tonm }i‘l|||'||i1'1|,.' History dn-srrm- fromm m'llrgr_ o 23
yeare in battle reennctments. | have spent my last 14 vears
in WWI as 8 Garman and with only one unit—IR63. My love
affuir with WWI and the GWA goes deap. I have bean a pri
vate, squad leader, plateon loader, unit commonder and now
currently am President of the GWA. During my 14 years |
have missed enly one event. | put & very high priovity an my
involvement with the GWA.

Az Presidant of our organization, | have worked hard 1o
melnde all views and reach consensus of action. These last
iwo years have bean very trying for the GWA We have re-
sponded with contiouing eventis, starter tranches st Fi.
Pickett, 8 better Qn the Wire and now, at last, a zite of our
own. Now, having served my time as president of our argani-
gation, [ feel I can best help the GWA by representing Cen-
trul Powers needs. What with the new trenches about to be
dug, alang with bunkers, gun emplacemants and the [iks, the
Central Powers units will have their hands ll We alao must
b copeerned with working toward better uniform and seeou.
trement etandarde, encoura FINg regimants that are woak and
gooing YOUR viewpoints accurntely represented to the G=9
{our leadership tenm). While [ will be concarned for our forces
to maks sure they are taken care of, ['will alzo lock to be part
of the leadership tesm to see the GWA flourieh snd become
the back seat to no other event or arganization. | can and want
to do this for our forces. I ek for your vote i Novembar,
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Rob Zienta

Approximately seven years ago | jmned IR83, where | re-
eeived my traiming a: & Scldat. During that time, | served ns
temparary Cefreiter and unit treasarer Currently, | am the
unit fisld eommander of IRZ3. My fomily b= from Silesia and
that is why | have chosen to be n member of Stlesian units

1 have baon o tencher and school administrator for the past
18 yeare. My primary responsibilities have been to build com-
munity and business coalitions, | have a great deal of experi
ence working with groups and have recgived numerosus -
tional, siate, and city commendations for my work. There-
fore, | feel very confident that 1 can work with the Central
Powern commanders

As Central Powere Rapresentative, [ will make every effort
to strengthen communication and cooperation among Cen-
tral Powers units. [ will serve as liason between the units
and the -7 to ensure that your issues and concerns are ad-
dressed. For that purposs, I proposs that we would form a
unit eommanders’ council. This advisory council would en-
sure that all unite (isrge and small) hed & voice in the decizion-
making process. My desire would be to limit meeting time so
that it would not take sway from eombat. Therefore, most of
our work would be done wia mail, phone, ete,

I believe that communication is sctromely important, be-
cause a8 unit commandars, you and your members need to be
aware of decisions that will affect you before they are madel
To thi= purpose, | intend to pursus every effort to get infor-
mation concerning pending deciaions to you pror to sction
being taken #o that your views will be represented. Be as-
sured that my intention is to represent Central Powers units
s a group; that is why I feel that establishing sn advisory
council is & priority.

There is a great deal of work to be done and it 1a going to
take all of us working together Hegardless of backpround,
we all share the common interest of improving the hobby and
providing the best experience possible for all involved. Please
Join me in this endesvor by supparting my eandideey in Mo-
vember

14

For Central Fowers

Combat Commander:

Michael E. Gonzales.

MM, ACM, AAM, GCM, NDEM, RVnC

1 am & retired Army officer, with active duty as both an
enlisted man and s regular officer, My yoars of service have
taken me from the combat zones of Vietnam to the gunnery
ranges of Germany, where [ was stationed for nearly ten yoars
] am & graduste of several NCO Professional Development
eourses, the Armor Officers’ Basie couree, the Infantry Offic-
grs’ Advaneed course, the Army War College, snd T am Adr-
borne-gualified. Today, | am Curator of the 45th Infantry Dh-
vision Museum, the nation’s largest National Guard/State
military history museum

1 began resnacting in 1979 with thea WWIT HRS. Since then,
[ hove done Civil War and Indisn War reenacting in addition
to Gront War Upon my watch as your combat commander, 1
have improved communisations between this Headquarters
and those of subordinete unite. My organization of the Cen-
tra| Powers into an Abteilung has vastly enhaneed command
and coptrol, simplified interior administrative lines of com-
mumeation, and provided better echesion between member
i s,

1 bring to the field the impression of n Prussinn Infantry
Officer, correct in every detail, 1 possess particular knowl]-
edge of the period, the Great War, its uniforms and tactice
My vision of the future is optimistic and snergetic! 1 foreses a
period of great expansion for the hobby with our ccoupation
af the new trench aite.

It is my mtent, upan reslection, to aid with the expansion
of the Abteilung through incressed membarship within units,
and new unit formation. I will continue to add to the rmalism
of the events through the necurnte reproduciten of maps and
other paperwork, alwaye striving to enhance your ability to
present the best posgible impreéssion you ean, Right now, I'm
in contact with several manufaciurers of period footwear,
hoping to bring you correct, affordable march boots, And as
always, 1 will provide you with an impeceable impresdion,
lendership by example, and tactical proficiency Thank you
for your suppert in the past, and I hope, (n November.

Timothy E. Goodwin

Parsonal Background
@ Oradusted from the US. Kaval Academy in 1978 with e BS
# Gradusated from the Naval Staff War College in 1981
& Have & vears nctive / B vears reserve military experience
@ Former Navy plot
& Currently seif employed and owner of my own salas aguncy
# 41 years old / Married / No Kids

Reanacting Qualificationas
@ Participated in OW / Rov War / WW] reanacting for the
pasi 20 veirs
% Joimed the GWA 1n 1981 / Old Timer
& Gefreiter IRB3 (3quad Lender) 1987-1950
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# Unteroflirier IRE3 | Moty Lowder] THH0-1984

& GWA Treasurer 16911083

& GWA Vice-President 1943.19065

Having an svid interest in militsry history, T am very ox-
cited in what the Great War Association is all about. Tha his-
torical recreation thet we strive to portray le completely dif-
ferent (und in my opmion wore engnymble) than any other period 1
hsve been mvolved with. [ have secepted the nomimation for
the position of Garman Combat Commander, for with my ex-
tensive military background and knowledge of “period” in-
funtry tactics, I believe | can make & good contribution to our
hobby. 1 fwel I have dopne & very eredible job in the past an the
GWA Viae President, Treasurer, and Site Committes mam-
bar. My duties have included the actual coordination/running
of the Inst thres events. | have the time, financinl resources,
and historicil knowledge to fully handle this elected posi-
tion.

If elected, my goals would be threafhld:

% PFirst, to make each event #s realistic, enjoyable, and

zafe as possible {thswoulkl inelade the introeduetions of ground burets
to simolate artillory |

# Sacond, to push the development of historically meeu-
rate treniches at our new site.

4 Third. to improve the tactical coordination between the
wvarious German units and the German Command stroe-
ture. Shoold I be slected, I pledge to work hard for the
Cierman cause. If you have any questions, please feel
free to eall me My home phene number is (614) 427-
ah44

Thanks for your considaration!

Is
Conrinued from page 7

and bright flags of 1915 were just a5 much a part of the war
as the Stormtroop tectics and tanks of 1918, and just as
important!

4) Last bt not least, why not move the Spring event to
the end of March rather than the end of April? The weather
is better, (cocier, bur unally not heavy sncw) and for all of our
school teacher and student members, maybe we'd hit
someont's spring break. This last event was a scorcher,
Every Spring event that | can remember has besn a
soorcher. If we want to reenact in 90 degres weather, let's
Just do Gallipoli and get it over with. We should also not
pay so much attention to what other branches of the hobby
are doing, and mind our own when setting the svent dates,
as we have events too seldom to really worry about this.
Those who really want to come, will. Moving the Fall event
would probably be a mistake, since it was originally moved
to Movember because of heat, but why not move the Spring?

Mone of this is intended to provoke anger, but instead to
provoke thought. | earnestly hope that | have offended no-
one, but that good things and improvements come of this.
Let's get to work!

Sdirorial
Continued from mage 2

for cost, you could save the GWA a goodly amount
of money!

*We see a broad horizon for otw and WWI reenact-
ing. W can be a tool to not only educate people
about WWI, but also interesting them in WWI re-
enacting. Hopefully, we can open up subscriptions
to OW to anyaene who is interested in the Great
War, thereby increasing our base for more info on
the Great War.

Once again, this issue is heavily weighted in favor
of the Central Powers, which is why it became the
“Austrian Issue.” It would give us such great joy to
print your Allied (or even Turkish) articles, but first we
need to find them in our Feldpost box. If you have any
photos and cartoons pertaining to WWI or WW1 re-
enacting, we could use them too!

The deadline for the next issue is J Januwary 1996,
so get those cards, letters, photos and computer disks
in to our offices Pronto!

For those of you who have computers, PLEASE
submit your articles on disk! Use something like
Microsoft Word, WordPerfect (Prefered]), PageMaker,
or if possible give it to as a Rich Text Format (.rif) as
a last resort, simple ascii text format {.txt) is good. In
fact, we can take stuff off of just about any word pro-
cessing program, even Macintosh stuff (ick!). A note
on this: Give it a SIMPLE and decipherable filename
and please, send a hard-copy along with your master-
piece of the Journalistic Art (just in cnse we DO have a prob-
lem gerting it off your disk)! Or... if you're really high-tech
and up-to-date, send it to us through the Internet. Our
e-mail address is:

Sanni1 @aol.com

Mail your articles, art, photos (please include o self-ad-
dressed, stnmped maller for mium of the photo [Hey, ot least swe're
honest about this!]) and/or disks to:

Sue Fisher
6658 Longwoods Circle
Indianapolis IN 46254

Weall, thar's our bit for this fime. We ook forward to hear-
ing from you and hope fo see you at Mewwille.

Sue. f Mavsi
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A Guide to Better Reenacting

The First Ferson Impression

By Gefreiter Gerhard Dreisbach,
IR23 _van Winterfeldt”

irgt Person” What'a that® How ean | do 14 Thess

are juet a few of the many guestions that new

recruits might ask in this hobby. Aside from the bewil-
dering mags of new equipment, forelgn commands, and end-
l¢ss searching through surplus junk. the "neocss Helden®
“Paddy"or “Fleisch” coming into the hobby is aleo faced with
oldtimer windbags extolling the virtues of “first persen " “First
parson” out of the trench? The car? The event® Into the food”
Multiple personalitiss? Unfortunataly, this arcane art is of-
ten assumed to arise instinctively in the re-enactor, and few
guestions sre asked or answered about it

Basically, first person is the direct portrayal of a partici-
pant in the Craat War [t is the ments] or non-physical aspect
of all of our impressions. Anyons ean get into 8 uniform and
run around & muddy feld with a helmet and rfle, but having
a good first person impression i3 more diffiealt to do. Tt is
strongly related to charscter acting, or “living the part,* and
is truly “living history.”

It lan’t for everyone, but if even a few practies & waell, the
whole event can benefit dramatically, and everyone will have
a better time. World War One is probably more suited to first
persan portrayal than any of the other eras af reenacting.
The trench, and the subterranean life of the ssldiers in it,
demands a very high level of Living history to make 1t work,
and if we don't try, then why are we here at all7 To really
nchieve the feseling of having seen & small part of the Great
War (s what we are all here to do, and thers is more to this
than jost the uniform and equipient, The ability to pat him-
saif and others in the "period” by using first person is one of
the greatest skills that & re-enactor can possesa, and the fol.
lowing basic steps can help everyone, including the newest
recrult, give it & try

1} Choose & Name: The first thing that you should do s
choose your name. There are two different ways of doing this,
either by using your own name, or creating a new one. Due to
the different naticnelities involved in the wer it is often im-
possible to gse your own name, due to the inappropriateness
of your name for the nationality you're portraying. Many people
simply modify their own name, ustally by adding to i

Selecting & new name can be & lot of fun. You should first
look at the types of people in the ares that your anit was
from, Most of the armies of the grest war recroited units
from particulsr aress of thelr nitions, and certain names may
be especially appropriate for the area that your unit is from,
The second half of chooaing & new name is to broadeast it to
the other members of your unit, 8o that it Is used. This may
take some insistence on your part, but as leng as you haven't
chosen something mmpoessible to say or remember, it will even-
tunlly stick. Just remember to answer to it when called!

16

2) Your age: This is one of the areas that many impros-
sions founder on. When were you born? The best way to find
this is to look at the year that you are partraying, {or the begin.
ning af the war if you are plenning ko stamp your birthedste ot b and
subtract your sge. You can use your own birthday, and a good
Idea to help your impressicn is to check the traditional hali-
days of the nationality that you're portraying o ses if it falls
near a perigd holiday of some sort. This can gve you a good
item for your impreasion, ie barn the same day as the Kaiser,
the waek after a baitle in 1870, the Diamend Jubiles,
Ladysmith, during Fasching, e1c.

3) HOMEI: This is important to soldiers of every war, and
perhaps even more on the minds of soldiers in the muddy
trenches of 1914-18. Where was it for your eharacter” Again,
ook mt where your unit is from. The towne and aties of the
home district make great fodder for this, Chooss one, and if
pusgible, read all you ean abaut it, even studying modern tour
guides for pictures. What is the terrain like? The weather?
The main industry? If you have some major resson why you
don't quite fit or would be unusual, (like English-lungusge
tnttoos in Garmnny or Russia) you will need a cover story as
to how you got there If you choose n hometown cutside your
unit's district, again, you'll nesd s cover story. Business? Wife's
family is from the onit's area? Shanghaied? Unit reputation?
FumilyTriends already in thé unit? Whatever the reason,
vou'll need it, but will enjoy making it

4) Family: Married? Bachelor? Eake? Whe is waiting for
you &t home? How many brothers and sisters do you have?
The size of families had decreased tremendotely in Europs,
especially Western Europs, since before 1850, [t had bocarme
a major pesus in Franse in 1880-1910, as the Generals wor-
ried about the “baby gap” between France and CGermany. Some
in the French military weare even interested in stopping con-
traception, so that more future French soldiers conild ba born

Apiin, study where your unit is from. Southern Germans
{Homun Catholics especially) had |arge familiss. Urban French
genarally didn't. How are vour parents? Grandparents? [s
your spouse living® Is it your first spouse? Are all of your
children alive? Many of the late Victorians! Edwardinns mar-
riid fairly late, usually in their 20%. This {= especially true if
you ware sducated. Unedueated and Hural types might still
gat married younger, ot age 18 or 20, It would be highly un-
likaly for anyone to get married st 16 or younger, except in
Russia, Sarbin, or points {n-betwean. 1t was commaon far many
Germans to put off marriage until after the obligatory two
yenrs service with the colors. Divoree wos generally extramely
difficult, and very uncommon. The education of your family
is also something that you should decide, such as has your
spouse attended any echool?

51 Your Oecupation: Chances are, that this war thing is
not what you do for a living, unless you ware 18.20 at the
start of the war, If you were, then what did your father do?
The rank that you ure will have a great affect on the oceupa-
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tion that you can pick. Ofecors of all armies wers genernlly
either professionals or men of means in dvilian life. The en-
listed ranks held a huge variety of people, nnd people from
every walk of life were brought together in any wnit. Again
Inok st were your unit is from. If farming wes common in
your ared, pick that, or if factories wers common, pick worker.

Above all, pick something that you know semething about,
or study up on the secupation at the local library, so that you
can discuss it, If you have s group of friends thet all live
together, perhiaps you should pick semething that would have
brought you together ss a group in eivilian lifs, and invent a
stary about vour enlisting together! Just makes sure that your
story af your carear can hold water. No-one, then or now, can
make & farm profitable on 12 acre, (legally) and thers wers
precioue few—reed gg —eirmail pilots

6} Your Education: This would probably be tied to vaur jeb
that you held in eivilian life. Almost all of the people in the
viarious nations of Central and Western Europe could read
and write, and most had attendesd secondary sdueation, like
a modern high school, Many were exceptionally well educated
by the standarde of the American Civil War era. Almost any
impression thai you chooss from the Western or Central Eu-
ropean nations should be able to read nnd write. In the east,
the story is different. Russinns and other Eastern troops would
be the opposite, often being illiterate. Germany had a very
good nationwide schooling aystermn, s did Austria-Hungary,
England and France.

7! Your Personality: So, is the persen that you are por-
traying an easygoing ald trench hog, or 8 snapping martinat?
What kind of persen 1z he? You don't have to be the same
kind of person that you are in cvilian life! Actually, the sort
of persan that you are might be partially determined by the
rank that you are nnd the job that you have, A drill-corparal
would very likely be a strutting martinet, while s supply of-
ficer might be a sneering thief Remember though, thet there
worild be far more good or nornial people than the legendary
*Cal. Blimp™ types, and that the SuperHero types were fow
and fnr between

B! What has happened #o far in the War?: Thins is not
absolutely necessary, but helpful. Find out the nominal dates
that the event iz set in, and look up the events of the day
What is the news of the war? What has happened to you or
your family directly? Has your family lost anyone so far? Have
your fartunes prospered or declined? What battle is going an”
We are supposed to be historians, and & hig part of living
history i=s research. Lock it up, Take some notes. It probably
won't take very long, if you can keep from just reading all that
Vou e,

[s there soms saren of the war that you are particularly in-
terested in your real life? Transfer it over! If vou like mir-
planes, look up what the latest models are that each side has
out. If you like trucks or motareyeles, look up what the Intest
:lmrl!lnpml!nl_-i in them were, ar how they were being used. IT
you like artillery or guns, study the newesi things or most
interesting new idea of the day. Maybe the Navy and the com-
merce raiders have your attention, ar the war in the colanies,
Look it up, and you ean talk about it If enoogh of us lock
these things up, it can lead to great diseussions and a beller
experisnce for us all,

8 POLITICS: Yes, the favorite topie of lote of people now,
was the favorite of & lot of people then. What de yoi wanl out
of tha war? What kind of palities did you balleve in before the

war and how have you changed? Remember that politics then
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in Burvpe were far different than politics in the United Statos
now. Communism was a bald new ides, and cne that swept
through the armies and nations of Europe in 1917-18. There
should be communist activists, monurchists, and #ven damoe-
racy activists in the armies of all oations. Deleatists, war
hawks and people just wanting to survive would all be there
as wall. Do you believe in the goal of & greater Empire? What
goal, for you, would make all the deaths worthwhile? Why
did the war start in the first place?

Most of the soldiers in any army should belisve in the sys-
tem that they ame fghting for, or the oation &8 an abstract
idea, But there would alse be many who would not balieve,
such as Commumnists, leftover Bopapartists, and other groups,
especially by 1918

10) Languaga: We portray soldiers of many different na-
tionslities end languages, snd knowing how to speek the lan-
guage of the nationality that you are portraying & a real plus.
Learn it] Chances are, you'll have s fun time doing it, and
will learn a lot more about the people that you sre portray.
ing. ¥You'll also meet a lot of very fun people, and be able to
read all that WW] printed matter that we nll collect

If you know something of the langusge, sven & little bit,
you can truly help the other side have a better event ae well
This is true from the essiest impression on the field, the
Americane, to the hardest to do right, the Freoch or Rus-
sians. If the language of your nationality is English, study
the dialect, Learn the period slang and the way that people
talked then. Remembar that “Black Adder” js a TV saeries,
oot reality, and try to study what the soldiers would have
roally said,

If you don't have the time or the inclination to study the
languages, then just try to speak with an accent, and saftly A
German loudly speaking English i=n't really right, and if
vou've epent all the money and all the tima to get out in the
fisld, why not do it right? We've all been guilty of doing this
at times, and will do it again, whether in the heat of action or
just exasperstion. And of eourse, no-ane ean do this the whels
event. Just using & few words of your lanpuage at the right
time can make &)l the difference. Above all, if vou do speak s
fareign language, don't be elitist abaut it Try to bring others
into the conversations that you are having Yoo might be
smazed at how quickly they start to pick op the langusge!
Remember, we're all out here to have fun topether, not to
show off that Doctorate in French or Russian!

11) ¥our Unit: Just look 1t up and find out some basic facts
about it. I you kKnow what it's done so far, or did in the past,
you ean talk comfortably about it. You might also talk about
same of the things that you've done in it, such as how you got
up to the line this time, what that last fun trip v Etaples
was like, or when the last time that you saw any cavalry in
setion was, You might also discuss something that has actu-
ully happened to your current unit, like an attack sevarnl
yeare ago, a lorry going Kaput on the waoy to the event, (the
front) or someons doing something especially notaworthy, hei-
nous, or atrocious. When talking about an old batile, remem-
ber that just because the histery books say one side or the
other wom it it didn't have to look that way from yoor pont
of view! You would also likely ses only 8 small part of the
battle anyway,

You should also know the names of your (mensctment| som-
manding officer and your ranking 8OO, What do you think of
them? What company do you belong to, and whean did vou join
it? Why? Are you & volunteer or o conseript” How leng are

Bee Hrsr Person,” continued vn pape 28
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Chree Days on the Jsonzo

by Dr, Julius Polzer
Transiation and Annotations by T.W, Grogan

Hoprinted with the kind permission of
Blua Acorn Press from Der AngrifT #18

The fallowing account of the late D Julivs Poleor came by chance
inte the hands of my friend, Sepp Loichl, who served i the
Austrinn Knisorschuteen Regiment Nr. 2 during the First World
War, and haw been tranaleied and pubdished here with his kind
permission. [t should be noted that this accoent originally vas
written in Janwary 1016 and is, therefors, full af the smotions of the
time, Hopefully oo one will take oifense o1 s frunkness,

conduct of the war on the Dnisater had already be-
come entirely "gemutlich,” My God—irench warfare with
1000 paces™ separsting frontlines in a reglon where one
doesn't find & single grain of sand even after having dug three
meters deep. We constructed earth fortifications in the impen-
etrable humus which were formal morvels, and Inid out wire
entanglements again and again and aull alwavs Turther in
order to get rid of the large quoantity of barbed wire, which
they always sent to us from the Divigionskommando, Artil-
lery, we had in substantinl quantity behind ws— oo wonder
therefiree if we already felt ourselves ontirely safe and secure
in our earth sheltors, We worked diligently on the further ex-
tenmion of our positions, Thus resulted sccommodations which
were decidedly more habitsble than the raillway station bar-
rucks in Graz.

uite suddenly we® and the rest of the Gth Infanterie Divi-
sion’ became detached and were sent afler a couple days rest
on A frantic journey to the South.* Below ua the war, which we
had nearly forgotten about while opposing the Russlans, was
again brought into remembrance. [ want o bry to expreas thres
days which | sxperienced “below”™ and to convey the hideous-
neas a8 greatly as possible,

Cur position, which we had taken over sround midnight®
under torrential weather, began at the intersection of our Front
with the Isongo River, easily 500 paces from the lower and of
the mouth of the Wippach™ and rested its right lank on the
stretoh of raflway line between the [sonzo and the foot of the
Kurst Platesu ® From there it extended itself in 8 very angular
ond irregular line seross the edpe of the plateau. At the foot of
the railway embankment were inserted two long and tall wa-
ter passages in the form ol well-built tunnels,* which formed
srcure protection for a Kompanie. Our poaition began there
nnd stretched out across the mountain, This batile position
wasn't worse than any of the other many defensive lines which
stretched themeelves one behingd the other desp towards the
Krain®, | myself thought that our *Herrn Offiziere” hadn't reck-
oned with the [talian artillery, when they created this layout!
It wae decidedly oot all too suitable. How should boarde and
roofing felt withstand week long bombardments? The most ad-
vaneed line may have been the best. But it has unfortunately
been abandoned to the Welschen'' by the *brave and heroic”
Honvedtruppen® How so, if each piece of ground that the en-
emy took from us down there, had “unsurpassable” Honved as
defenders?

Hungarans were also in our sector of the Front before our
arrival. Certainly they have had to endure much during the
five week long "Ar” (Artillery] preparation of the Itallans, but
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they let the trenches go dreadfully to the dogs. During the
night each and every bombarded trench should have agrin been
duly deepened and improved, every breach in the rampart
ahould have been filled in with sandbags, and every tattersd
obstacle should have besn erected agnin withowt fail. The
Honved apparently did none of this. Generslly, | can never
remember anywhere, where the Hooved left behind s decent
position to us. Everything was dirty, flthy, and in a state of
ruin. | speak the purest truth—all of my Kameraden of the
Sth Feldjigerbataillon can bear witness, that the Hungerians
even permitted the Welschen to remove the wire obetacles from
in frant of esch baitle line on the brightest of daye, as 1 have
just gaid, only in order to not receive any artillery fire, be-
enuse il one of them shot at an Italisn, then they would thereby
run away and thus sllow their “An" to again aim at the Hun-
garians, until no more of them was stirring. The Hungarians
also hadn't hastened themselves with the removial of corpses. ™
Mo one can imagine how our new position appeaned. The cam-
munication trenches to the ferwand battleling were still main-
tained to a depth of perhaps one meter; if one sneakiby ducked
within them, then one was still halfway covered against in-
faniry fire. Naturally these communication trenches wers in-
terrupted by numerous shell holes, as well as by the laying
therein and about of the badly wounded and the corpses of
those which had brolen down on the way to the dressing sta-
tion and died. Although the pround was rocky there lay within
the trenches an extremely thick and greasy brown-red layer of
mud which had washed together from the folds in the rocks
during the down pours of rain. The slough stood in the shell
holes often a8 desp a5 a8 man and was hidesusly intermixed
with pieces of corpaes, such as shreds of hand skin, intestines,
akulls, ribs, and other similar pieces of half-decayed men. Flost-
ing about within these pools were bloated corpses, whose flesh
was already (alling from their skulls in decaying shreds. 1T
then, especially at night, someone who hiad been badly wounded
would want to haul himsell to the Ald Stathon with his last bit
of strength, he might fall into such a pool, which would set ns
g death trap and suffeeate him in misery. 1, who was at thst
time healthy and full of strength, fell into such dreadful mud
troughs several times, and had to summon forth exertions of
all my strengih in order to free mysell from these thick, gue-
gling nnd bubbling mires. The stench (8 unimaginahle The
human sense of emell doesn't hold out and refuses to func-
tion—Thank God—after spending a couple of hours In soch
air, 80 that this infernal vapor can be completely breathed.
Such a plaguing smell must, of course, paralyze the smelling
nerves

Brook Warfare

Now, theso communication trenches had vet another evil side.
For as we occupied our position a thunderstorm gove forth
with pounding abundanee; I thought the down pours in roin-
rich Steirerland ¥ were nothing more than a mild May shower
in comparison, This happens whers molsture-saturated sea
air collides with oy mountain wind aod instantly condenses
itzelf, The bleak rocks absorh nothing, the run off forms innu-
merahle little streams which all become eaught by the oom-
municatinn trenches running conlrary Lo their dirsction. More-
over, the communication trenches had quite a steop slops at
many points, whereby o truly fast fowing, chest deep brook
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wae formed. My Kompanie was insarted ot just such o time. [t
was hall-dark, thus incidantally betwean 7 and 8 o'dlock in the
avening We had to use the trench because the Welachen still
had plenty of shooting light with the smuell dstance between
fromt lines of 30-100 paces.

A hundreed times the tempest threw us to the ground with
its slimy and putrd spray, It bounded upwards at our chests
and hurled wooden debris and shreds of corpses at our heads,
it seepad into our throats and Aowed amongst our legs, where
it rolled stones, wespan debris, wire, and shreds of carrugsatead
iren under our stumbling feet. Such wers the curses which we
thrust aside on this cecasion, material that even the earth
couldn't support. At last this communication trench came to
an end, and we were In the line Oh God, Oh God, Oh God!
Wasn't the Dniester indeed a Paradise! That this should have
beeen ® position! Mot o trace of chest protecticn {f one disre-
gnrided the heaps of corpses which lay in sames spots n layers
four to five deep. The total cover was composed of & depression
that formed the “Schifrengraben” (inmdi ) out of the nomerous
consecutive shell holes that rose up the mountaln one next to
the other. There were cften genuine ponds if one came upon a
erater from u 28 cm shell. Until bursting, the bloated corpees
wotld float on top of the multi-colored opaleseent mire. Next
to and undermeath them were wood debris, shrapnel cases,
twisted rifles, broken bayonets, lime chloride, shrodded sand
bage, emashed armared shields, back packs, reglmental pleces,
roofing felt, coarse blankets, shreds of wire, corrugated iron
debris, roots, splinters, shattered by the exploding shells liks
icicles, and only the Devil knows vet what all elze. Se it ap-
peared as we got there. Thers faintly came the erder “doen!™

—
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Divisinnskommands vision
Palobhen o st a worthless goud-Tor-nnthing
Feldjigerbataillon ... Independent battalion of light nfantry
T L YRR M T R T O S ST e plomsnnt, eoxy
Hauptmann " serese EPARIT
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e = . Comrade
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Lad Fadl wiperngih & Kampamse -mum s o beeped) pppeoe S350 mend
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Consequently, it was into the mud on the edge of a hell hole.
The momss gurglingly closed over my rear end. In this man-
ner we lay there [t became always sver darker, with the rain
becoming thinner and more constant, Here and there s shot in
the vicinity, a chirp of & small Ialian bullet, a clattering or, o
round of rapid fire sbove on the summit, a flare, the rumble of
s Revalver Kanone™ n jutcy curse ssan here, soon thers, agein
a fow secands of quist, then an Italinn search light nosed about
ovar here from Gradisla—nso passed the hours, The cursing
grow and becims heavier

Near to me one said: “You, Unterjiger, | can’t stand this any
lohgar!™"

“Me too]” said another from farther above.

“Btop the chatter” | sald to him, “You must, and 1 must also.”

The one near to me: "You, Il this lasts any longer, then |
might shoot mysell"

“Shit man!™— Agsin it is quiet, Then a Czech, a detailed
d6er' sgain eries down with: “Pane” Unterjage, | ean't stand
this™"

"*Quiet Ceech ™ | said agnin.

But [ miyself was already to the point of howling T drew out
my watch and walted until the Welsche senrchlight was so
obliging, a8 to lluminste it for me. This didn't take long; it
was 10:30, Damnit! I thowght to myself, only three hours
elapsed and we must hold for 24. That has to be what takes
place. The rain also became heavier.

“You," said the one next to me “think the [talisans have it e
wet as we do™™

] think not.”

“Well for heavens sake, do you know what | think would
happen if we blocked the brook up there?™

*Yeal" | roared full of joy. For just & piece further above us
was a favorable point for this, since a section of the rampart
still remained intact there. If we were to remove the sandbags
and block the trench with them, then the brook would shoot
down over onto the ltalinns

After much exertion | suceeeded in extracting my frost-numb
bottem from the rubber-like morass and stoed myself up. There
was no danger with this becaise it was too dark and gloomy
for the [tnlians to see me and the others, Conssquently L waded
up there, with my Kamerad behind me. One after the other we
put the sandbags down thers, and thareby shifted this “Com-
munication Trench Brook ™ The water had already carried the
wildest of tha filth to the vallay, thereby also making the work
easier fior us. Soon the water had broken through the rampart
and the diteh had been shifted. To weigh down our dam we
even threw on & couple of corpses. Immediately we heard the
“Polentahengste™" cursing, shouting, and making confused
noisee, The brook shot again wildly downwards and tore with
it eviry possible filth that was in (ts way The others had also
atood up & littls in the meantime, and we now celebrated like
children, ne, like "Karl May'sche" Siomx Indians® after s victory

We had restored our position, at least a little, since we wore
dlready now busy with our work, However, it appeared to have
been o hopeless begnning. One didn't know where or what 19
tackle first. We certainly didn't do anything in erder ts creats
g defensive bulwark for the coming day, which we all counted
along with certain death, but on the contrary we only did it in
order to be able to have ourselves a little rest. No one ean
relate what it means to be stuck an entireé night in his filth.
Consequently we threw anything that was [oose in front of us
ns ndditional cover, such as stones, corpses, dirt, wood, ete. We
worked and tofled, despite these things tumbling back numer-
ous times, until we had piled n suitable and relatively high
defensive wall before ua.
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Towards morning the Arbeiterkompanie (Labor Company}
brought sandbags up ta us. Indeed the mood had already no-
ticeably improved itself while above in the sky o couplo of atars
stole through some tears in the clouda As dawn broke | or-
dered the rifles to be clesned of dirt, so that thers wounldn't ba
any delays with their losding snd firing Davbreak guickly
dwindled. The sky became bluer than [ hod ever seen it be-
fore. The sun eame and with it the Welschen shells and flyers.
[ could now better review the terrain betwean the teo fronts
The Walsche front lay spprooamataly 60 yards away ronning
parnllel beneath oors. Curiously, we lifted our hesds, which
had become erusted over with mud and peared dovwnenrds
The ecoundrels seemed to have been waiting for this. Rrateshl
Whipped s volley agninst us. The bald head of & worthy old
Jager sark sllently back along with a Czech. A bright red jet of
blood sprang from the mouth of the Patrouillefihrer, Grunauer

"Untarjiger, help mel™ he gurgled to me with a lock that
tarmed me hot and cold. Then he foll back into the deep shell
hole behind him, within which thers already floated a couple
of dend Honved. He eplazhed compietely undar into the mo-
raes. | wanted up so as to pull him out, but the mud and slime
wns 8o sticky, that [ could only bring out my lmbs, after some
minutes of the grestest exertion, for they had become numb
and without fesling doe to the eold and unnaturs] position.
Bloody bubbles twirled slowly upwards in the brown-green
mire. Suddenly, his body jerked once more to the surface. |
saw only the round shaps of his head which was covered with
mornss, the two wide open eyes that seemed to spring forth,
and hix mouth from which there came red and mud-brown
spurts. He eried to me one more ssund that seemed to unite
all tones which could be squeezed forth from human agony—I1
bolieve he wanted 1o seraam “I'm dying!” Then tha high splash-
ing filth again devoured him. To rescue him was not to be, Pity
on the gallant warrior, 1 thought to myself As 1 lookad up to
my left, someons was manng “Medic! Madic!” like 8 mad man.
It was Gspandl, the most lazy and worthless in my Zug. [ truly
disliked him, nnd mareaver, beesus=e he was bad-mouthed and
drwadfuily infested with liee. But now it utterly got to ma since
hia ery was o remarkably piercing. | erawled over to him and
cut off his equipment. He had a threat wound. He assembled
yet enciugh strength ta be able to haul himsetf down to a small
branch of the railway Of course, now if there had only besn
vigihle ong such scoundre] of the Welschon. [ barned with rage
ever thess bandits. ' They had very nice cover nnd shot forth
from tiny alits masked with grass. And how well they shot! No
wander of course, as in [taly esch and every young scamp raced
around all winter with a carbine, shooting hirds that come
form the maledeits term tedesca.

The Italians Attack

Soon the krtillery shells came, too, Shameful Devils! 1 be-
come bad tempered yot to this day when I think aboot this.

How they howlingly crashed into the hesps of corpses that
formed our cover—premm—and the shreds few! [mmeadiately
an it started, | received a piece of intestines from a half-de-
cayed Honved's corpse in my foce. All the languages in the
wirld can't describe the atrocioisness of what came now. Within
n moment, the rampart that we had created in the night was
swirling high into the sir The muck from the shell holes be-
hind was splashing hoose high. There wns an onbroken crack-
ling, erashing, and howling, as well as the lnsane shouting
and gurgling of the wounded and dying. | pressed mymelf to
the earth and thought of nothing other than that each new
breath I took had been s death reprieve which had been granted
to me. All at once everything was still. Wae the bombardment
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or my life ended? 1 looked up, It could hardly be possible that
ofe out of all still lived. And yet, little by little, everyone who
was not weunded raised their heads [ rallied jost sbout half
af them. But, otherwise, it appaared dreadful. A fow steaming
ribs and a plece of sealp lay right next to me. They must have
bean from Marchlar—who had had such beautiful biaek hair
He wag » fanatical Social-Democrat, but also a good and trua
zoldier. Mearly all the other wounded rolled moaning and wail-
ing in the muck. There wasn't the slightest possibility for dress-
ing thair wounds Indead not one time could one ses where the
wounds were, other then when there was 8 limb miseing, sincs
we were 50 heavily covered over with the filth. Some few could,
of enurse, pull themselves together and haul themselves down
to the Sanitdtslern (medieal ordertie). Certainly they often col-
|apsed. Our uniforms were entirely yellow from the “Eskrasit®
smoke, The sandbags had been atomized, and the heavy thick,
stee| plates together with the corrugated steel arches, which
wa hind earried up with great pains and panting lungs during
the night, lmy all around us shredded into little peces as ifan
nngry child had torn up & piece of silk paper. While Istill stared
nbout entirely ailly and not really knowing what my conscious
lnd to be given to understand, [ heard shouted from below
“AVANTIF It went through me like 8 shoek. | peered down
helow and saw them ereeping forward, as quick a= lightning
in large numbers from their trenches, | had aarlier been near
ta msanity, but the moment that T saw and heard that the
nuthors of everything which had brought me ihis far were (n
my vicinity, my hate and anger broke loess with such anins|
farocity that | was with ene stroke ao eold and caleulsted and
thus so prudent, that I am sstonished by it yst to this day I
realized here for the first time the power of anger. All senses
become quist when ite voice roars, and even the hottest in-
stinet for life is hardly an audible whisper next to it. [ jerked
up and shouted

“Shoot—tangent sight 300—the storming ensmy before us!™

Thie regular command tore everyons out of their absent-
mindedness. Good Heavens, we are ance more indeed seldiers!
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And Sth Jéger at thatl—our shots “pietsehed” oul towards the
Welechean

“Tnka deeper aim.” I ghouted. “Aim ot the Devils ™

Even though they already fell mors thickly, I never nimed
eo cold-bloadedly at o pisce of wild game a= now upon the
“Katzelmacher,™ and nevar hove [ so surely held off an en.
emy How eowardly the pigs werel Each sought to eover him-
s6lf behind the other; thus they came henee in erowds and
clumps instead of in decent “Sturm” calumns. They showted to
one another “Avantl! Corrnggio!™ as they shoved themselves
mutually foreard To os this was Justice, for we hit them so
much the better. Unfortunately, they soon turted back. They
threw away rifles and anything else that was losse, and ran
back to their cover like thrashed dogs with their tails retracted
Their wounded cried: *madre, o mia medre!” And the heslthy
ones, which had comw away with their hides unhurt, cursed
and swore most pitifully from their trenches. Now it went easier
with me for [ had peppered off a few magezinas without too
many shots missing,

Blooming Violets

But not for long. In & flash—erack eame the shells again
This time it was the Rovolver-Kanone which again barked st
our flank from over there in Gradiska. However, they always
ehot some meters too far and didn't eause much damage. I
only rained some rocks and earth on us hare, This was as yet
being endured, when all at ones u piecs of turf flaw bafore me
onto my ready-to-fire rifle. | was intending to hurl it sway when
I noticed thros purple spots on (4. They were violets! Actually—
penuinely— hloeming violets! But, at thiz momesnt [ was nat &
human being, but rather only & living creature whose narves
warn of courss too strong to collapse, but wers unabls to grasp
the frightfulness of the moment. [ thought to myself that the
use of feolish talk sbout courage, tenacity, bravery, and con-
tempt of death, in sueh & gltuation as we now found curselves,
is nothing but an anneyving imbecility. Absard! As if humans
ware gentlemanly beings in such situstions. Here it is drill
and military obedience which have become instinet, and an-
gor which brings forth the bast and top strength that suppart,
maintain, and motivate o men. | am not superstitiows, but to
me it was at that time s if providence had thrown them down
before me, and thereby promised theat nothing would happen
to me.

I hecame antirely more cheerful nod lnughed abont the shells
erackling in here. I sow again all at once the blue sky and the
golden sun and started—I"'m not Iying—to hum a faverite
melody. [ stuek the three violets into my eap rogette and imag-
ingd therewith to possese a sorf of camoufleped cap agrinst
tha thousand fold threat of death.

My humsn requirements nlso arose nto my senses upon
this oocasion. Namely, as foture certainly demands, | had de-
veloped & colosss] appetite. [ grabbed the breadbag of one of
my fallen Kameraden and found it agreeably filled with three
excellent tins of meat, n piecs of cheese, and a half loafof bread
With this I'was again satiefled, but most anfortunately not for
long. The southarn November sun 158 already dully hot for us
ool Northerners, but | had also already proceeded to po into
this podition thirsty; my mtion of black coffee having already
been consiumed. [n addition, there had pnow come the enor
mous thirst-produring tinned foods and the sharp cheese which
I had enten.

Imagine now for yourselves the scorching thirst that [ had
to endure. [f was maddening ™ The need for water which we
experienced (n this Isonzo Hell was a great deal more irritat-
ing than on the endless marches in Galacia during the mid-

gummer heat; alsa certainly no tnfle. My hoart s atill and-
dened today when 1 think sbout how my brave, warthy, and
mortally wounded Kameraden cried incessantly “Water! Wa-
ter!” with their hoarse and inhumanly ringing sounde. And
how they—besause there was none 1o be had, drank from the
murk in the shall holes, which wae intermixed with blood and
dismolving corpses, until they died

The day went on under continuous bombardmant. Ino longer
knew how many men | still had, or whether even one of the
Tth Jager, which were attached to my Zug. was alive. My four
Knmernden to my lefi were still healthy I ordered that the
word be passed to report back who, if anyone, was still alive to
our left. My God, even that wae also dended. Onir posttion was
constantly snveloped in the clouds of the artillery =hells; our
ears had already spent theselves in the hellish noise caused
by the exploding of the big Italian shells. The exploding of o
ehell came to me &5 if from & small paper cannen and the erack-
ling of rifles was no longer sudible. To me this was & justice of
soris, for at least | couldn' hear the surely spine tingling wail-
ing of those two Jiger above me who had had their guts torm
wut by a shell fragment. T only saw the veine in their throsts,
which were swollen to the point of bursting, the blood gur-
gling from thelr mouths, the whites of their eves, and thair
hands which were hloodied from rooting about on the stomy
ground with genuine agony

Sa it now continued for hours, [ thought of nothing and acted
unconsciously. Whon the Welschen would try nnd start an at-
tack, I would seream the order to ehoot snd shoot good! There
ware few who escaped whom [ had taken my sights on. We
nlwaye threw them back sgain. And how easily’ Our numbers
were always dwindling. but despite this, they always run back
again. Towards afternoon they suspended their artillery fire
With & sense of terror; | harbored the nmmunition which 1
now percelved was threatening to run cut, Quickly, | sent two
men down to the Tunnel after & full crate of cartridges and at
the same time, [ also gave tham the situnstion repart to pass on
to the Obereutnant. 1 permitted the removal of ammunition
from the dead and wounded; thus we were again able to as-
gamble a8 very small supply. Twelve of my men were still
healthy. The ethers Iny dead or dying in their flthy troughs, or
they had already drowned nnd sunk to the bottom of the peals
in the shall holes.

I now wanted to perscnally inguire far myself as to what
was wrong to our lefl. So, | slid on my belly up towards their
position like a plantworm. Again and again [ cam upon the
dead and dying

“Watar!™ “Help meé!” “Bind me!" “T'm hit, my end has come!”
“Mother!™ "Greet my family back hame!™ —"Must 1 die!® Thus
and similarly they had callad to me. Naturally there were also
other dreadfal scourges down there which | haven't written
down — T conldn't linger unywhere nnd wasn't able te help
anyone. My God that was difficult. Dear, dear, BEamerndan ware
down there, splendid men body and soul

More Fearsome than Death

At Inet, [ agnin hit onto s fresh Zug of the Tth Jiger Batail-
fon. Hesven halp us! Batween here and my position there was
o stretch of about 200 paces in which thers wasn't n single
battleworthy man. To be sure, the “Katzelmacher” could stroll
throagh there in a parade mareh, without us being able to do
them much harm. A hot flash passed through all my [imba.
The Walachen eonld storm us at any momsent—then the posl.
tion which had been entrosted to me would be in the care of
the Devil himself Ceartainly [ couldn't defend it sgainst the
innumerable [talisns with only & handful of men. [ ran down
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to my men, not onee teking the time to waich the ground and
protect myself 1 at all times stared only down at the Italinns
to ses whether or not they were already coming, and thersby
kicked a dying Kamerad right in the face. | eouldn't do sny-
thing about it. It had done me more pain than him; namely in
my heart. Having arrived back down to my position, | saw
that the ammunition also still wasn't there, [ velled to my sec-
ond in command that he should immedintaly go back to spead
up the ammunition earriers and tell the Oberloutnant that he
should, no he must, under all cireumstances, send mo a Zug as
reinforcement, otherwise the poaition would be Jost. Tt seemaed
to ba too Iste, for down by the Welechen the pagan uproar had
started—as they were already coming forward, crouching and
darting guick ns cats. | thought not of danger, daath, of baing
wounded, or af being taken priscner. | thought only about the
disgrace of it being related to the Bataillon, that it had been 1,
under whose command the position had been |oat. Just not
that, God willing, just not that! The fear of this was more vex-
ing than the fear of death. | rosred like 8 madman to my men
“S8hoot! Bhoot! Shoot!® The Welgchen scoundrels seemed to
know the unoecupied portion of our front precisely, as their
attack was almed exactly thereon. A lump of mud fell into the
breech of my rfle which I had just opened and beeame stuck
therein. I didn't take the time to thoroughly clean it out buot
hit the breech shut with all of my might and shot. Again one of
them threw his arms high and then collapsed. | wanted to re.
cock but the breech wouldn't open. 1 pulled like 8 madman. To
the left of us the enemy wos almast in our trenches—buat the
breech didn't come out

“Nienta granatal”

“The ammunition ia exhausted ® criod the men next to me
Some had loaded dirty cartridges so they were now having the
same problem as myself, On our left, the men of the Tth Jager
coildn't support oor flank due to 8 natural traverse, | grabbed
8 rock and pushed on the bresch bolt with all my weight—it
thereby sprang epen. | tore sut the magazine and wanted o
clean the casing contaiming the feeding mechanism—but of
course with what? Thers wasn't a thresd on me that hadn®t
been coversd over with & thick erust of mud. Then—I don't
know how—p thought came to me, | ook off my cap and tore
out the lining which still hadn't become muddy and used it io
wips the dirt ouf of the eartridge casing. But in the meantime,
the enemy was already in the trenches to our left. They scur-
risd in like ants by the dozen. “Let's po. If we sit any langer
wir'll be taken prisoner?” the man st my side cried to me “Mount
Bayonets!™ I roared to him as my answer, with lungs nesrly
bursting with rage. This was an unnecessary order, i one toak
it iterally, for we had anyhow already fixed our “Pokers" sar-
lier. It served merely 85 the call for hand to hand fighting
Just then the twos men with the ceate of ammunition whisked
behind me. [ flew off to it like & hawk and tore the lid off And
Hurray! They had also brought hand grensdes! [ laughed with
Jjoy as I threw the cartons of cartridges to my men. Despite
thie, I wouldn't have had anymore time, had the Welschen not
been as cowardly as dogs. But each of them wanted to protect
himseélf against us behind some sendbegs and consequently
no ong wanted to ba the first to come at us They strove to
create & covering against our flanking fire with reels of wire,
instead of coming straight at ue along the trench with hore
iren, If we had been [n their position, we would have cleaned
out the 30 or so men that we still had in the trench, without
hesitation, Naturally, we didn't allow this gang any time to
earry out their intention, but on the contrary, we blaw off 4
very strong fire ot them with our new ammunition. This soon

got to their nerves; for we had hardly concentrated our good
and well aimed rapid fire upon them than they started some-
thing of & pagan hullabaloo over there. One couldn't really
make out what they screnmed as each strove to push the cther
forward end thereby atilize him as cover. We peppered our
shots into the crowd with bestial delight. A Czech behind me
struck & hand grenade and threw it at the Ttalians Naturally,
it fell much too short despite the fact that this Czech wae 8
good *hurler” the “Ceskey” could all throw wall. [ was already
wanting to cursé back to the “Bohm,™' on secount of this fit-
taring nway of the munitions, when I saw with joy and aatan-
ishment that the “Katrelmacher” were hurmed]y running away
“Nianta granatal” they eried in high Carnso-tones s= they ran
back towards their original position, having thrown everything
which was loose from their bodies. We cheered and bawlad like
silly Berliners. The “Bithm®said: “joje kaketoors™ ne he stuck s
“Pfriam” of tobaeco to his seal like smout. In any case, he cer-
tainly attributed the enemy's flight to the effect of his gre-
nade. If he survives the war he will no doubt ralate this to his
countrymen in Caslau or Leitomicl with proud sstisfaction. |
don’t begrudge him the glory. He was furthermore ane of the
best from wmong our 36er.

Thi attack had hoon beaten off, though of course 1 had a
foreboding, that it might not be the last, which would be made
an our position today So 1 went with the proper assumption
that the Welschen would now at any moment bring together 8
violent srtillery fire upon the point on which we leid, lnas-
much as it was from there that we had expelled them through
our flanking fire. For this mason | shifted my men and myself
sliding on our bellies, to the left, into the same portion of the
trench from which they had just taken flight, Frem there on |
distributed my men appropristely for the defending of the area.
We found therein, s considerable number of enemy dead and
wounded, which were comforting themselves by moaning and
erving "grazie!” while they wallowed in the mire. We wearen't
nble, nor did we dare, rescue them from the shots with which
we had just “redeemed” tham, for we would have given away
our position, which the Italinns presumed 1o be unoecupied.
The “Bahm” took 4 stons inte his hand and used it to hammer
about on the head of the ene who ered out the most until he
was silent. The Jager Pichler, who was in eivilian [ife o shos-
maker and conviet, took his extra sharp bayonet down from
his rifle and stabbed to desth the remaining wounded. I didnt
desire to look on, Thie guy wis the most brutal beast that |
knew. He had already distinguished himselfin the early battles
in Galacia through his eruslty and techmuenl skill with the
hanging of trajtors, As 6 soldier he was othorwise vary brave
and extremely obediont. As a Kamerad he was immensely gpen-
erous, cheerful, and trus, To his grim joy he discovered all kinds
of treasures on the dead Walschen, whom he thoroughly
senrched. He examined each object which he found and re-
joleed over it Hke o child under a Christmas tree. He didn’t
perceive one whiff of the hidecusness of the momaeni.

My hypothesie proved itsalf correct. There cracked & salvo,
one after the other, into the position that we had oceupied ear
lier They seemed to want to thoroughly smoke us out and 1o
bombard ue steadlly into nothingness. We didn't bodge an inch,
sxcept to prepare the nmmunition and hend-grenades | was
bacoming anxious again. The reinforcements, which must be
toming at any moment, couldn't advanes forward sinee the
*Hatzelmacher”™ were keeping the approach path to cur posi-
tion under artillery fire. Soon down below an entire wave of
men surged forward from the enemy trenches and rolled them-
selves against us. We shot like fools. But what was the use,
even If we did also cause many Italinns to tamble head over
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hoaels. “Hand grenades” I eried, as they came onto the oppro-
priate distance. They hesitated slightly st this point and sven
seattered and ducked but then they again jumped up and for.
ward Ever closer this “wawve" rolled toward us, Our kills al.
most could no longer overtake them. When all at once I heard
a comforting and lively erackling to my right. A Zug of rein-
foreements had arrived from the 1st Kompanie The robist
Lugfithrer immediately grasped tha situstion and allowed his
group of men to guickly desh into the enemy's flank, There
arosd & murderous whirlwind to my left, where there was al-
randy hand to hand fghting, but the Welschen now felt horror
aver the flanking fire, and were undecidad e to whether they
ghould storm our trenches completely or fles backwards, In
any case they would rether have done the latter, but their re-
serves sprang forth st once out of their trenches. | noticed a
gnbre (atlll permiiied by the liallans) sparkling in the evening sun,
down with the reserves, I brought it forth exactly on my sight
and shot down this officer. He must have been & superior af-
ficer, since five, six, then seven of his men sprang instantly to
him, or in any case they jumped to save themselves from our
lead. So it now went exnctly ne it had so often with tha Hus-
sinns: hardly was the “Capitano” gone than the noble Romans
fully lost their dash and turned themselves around to a hur-
ried retreat. We crackled into the crowd around the fallen of-
ficer, which then slso promptly and bowlingly broke itself up
This then was the penersl sipnal for the retreat. Where one of
them turned around, he was immediately joined by a Inrge
number of sther. There now cams something very comical up
to the laft whore they had already ponetrated and suppressed
the two men that | had posted there. Thess Italinns, who saw
the flight of their comrades pext to and behind them, now didn't
know what they should do. We hurled some hand grenades
ovaer thers and they then sprang out of the trenches like scalded
cate. They wanted to run wfter their comrades, but wa shot
down the first of them. As the furthest of tham collapsed, the
others played dead, almost as if on & common “Down” tom.
mand. That seemed absolutaly suapicious to us, so the Jager
Wash] broke cover taking o hand grenade in each fist, and
mioved towards these “dead” men. Coming anto about 20 paces
of them, lie hit the two hand grenade detonators together and
threw them aver to the Walschen Whersupon they ruse up

“Wasn't the Dmyjester indeed a famadise!”™ Awstro-Hungarian soldigrs relaging on the
Kussian Fromi, 1915, (T W Grogan phodo)
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and ran serenming horribly down towards their trenches. Of
courss, we shot them all down as they ran back down townrds
thair own lines. All except one that ia, who hadn't the presence
of mind to disappear bafore the fuses of the grenudes burnt
down and exploded He stood fearfully motionless and only
cried: Mot hand grenadas!” Wheareupon both exploded and
killed him

A Brief Respite

The Welschen had had enough fer this day. Their artillery
wps also silent, Mevorthaless | remained at my post [or sev-
eral mors hours and then went back down to the Oberleatenant,
in grder to report the day's events to him. He gave me o glass
af vary fine Schnapps, which comforted my throst in an an-
tirely snitable way. Then he sent me to the Bataillon
Kommandanten with & report. [ ran into the acting Oberjhger
nlong the way. [ was to be most pleasad by what came from his
mouth, as he ordered me to resemble the men of the 4th Ko-
mpanie, for we ware to now agnin come into the reserve for the
might. Imagine for vourselves the effect this angelie tiding had
upon me. | was physically and mentally drained, eshaustod
and debilitated, erazed by thirst ond hunger, and generally
suffered from all that only o human being could pessibly en-
dure But | agnin beenme antirely well with the order from the
Obendger

Having mgain reached our position, | summoned down &l
the men of the 4th Kempanie The front line duty was then
takan over by the Zug of the let Kompanie, that had come as
reinforeementa. [ assemblad the men below, | was barely ahle
to bring together one Zug from the entire 4th Kompanie, | had
furthermore experienced, at this place, the deaths of many
many dear Kameradon nlong with the entire Unteroffiziere of
the Kompanis, with the excsption of the acting Oberjiger and
nryualf

W nl] allowed sursélves to be taksn inte of ane of the previ-
ously described tunnels and fell immedintoly into 8 drained
and exhsusted half slumber All st onee T heard my name. |
wie already wanting to [nstinctively shout “here™— however,
it suddenly occwrred to me that my tired bones and [ would
perhnps again have to carry out an order. 1 therefore pulled
my damp Zelthiatt over my head and positioned mysell as (]
were aaleap in the hope that no ome would
find me through the enormous epnfuzicn
in this nearly dark tunne] Unfortunateiy,
a manl blockhead next to me shoobed
“Here he is™ T indignently snaried and
cursed and asked just for what in the
devil they would slready ngnin be want-
ing of me and my il trested joints. The
Oberjager nnnounced to me that the
Hauptmann had ordered that 1 should
go and fetch our Pioniere from Gabrye
Gormje. ltwas nine o'clockin the evening
[ slandered hesven, earth, and hell for
this order which [ had just peceived
Naturally it didn't help, Ouch, poin! My
jointa! It seemed to me likeo they had been
rusted for a long time | handed my rock-
anck to the dumb devil next to me, wo-
gering and damning all the while At lnst
the Oberjager recommunded that 1 shuat
up and | then took up my rifle snd am-
munition pourches and sat mysel{in mo-
tion with a sigh. It was again pouring
horribly outside. Gabrje Gornje lay about
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two hours into the Wippach Valley: The road within this valley
eoiild bicome constrained by the Welschen through shell fire
any time day or night It was over this path that cur poeor, poor
medical personnel now hed to meke their wey with sll the
wounded men- The entire length of the road was full of groups
of tired figures dragging themselves forward. The night was
raally ravon biack.

From across the Isonzo two [talian search lights coused o
very subdued reflection of light to come back dewn to aarth
Onie wone now able to see the growps of wounded as thay dragged
themsalves along this shell ravaged road. There were many
whio wore sighing and moaning as wall as many who were as
pleased as punch since they were only lightly wounded und
had now overcome this “witchee"abbot” | eouldn't take the tima
to linger with the various nequaintances that T met from my
Bataillon, but on the contrary, | marched straight on like o
good soldier, despite the fact that it made my head spin. Be.
hind the ‘-'!lluﬁu af Ruhin, this otharwise HI:HJIj road bhecame
very normow os it squeered itsell through a thicket af all types
of bushes. This village was bambarded day and night by the
Welschen shells. But despite this, all types of military require-
ments, such &z honrds, water, sand bags, splints and other sueh
things neaded at the front, were brought up during the night
from the main supply staticn to this village, from where they
could then be hauled into the front lines by the men them-
salves

A Magyar gets his Due

A Hungaran supply column consisting of about 8 dozen
wagons was just starting to maks it way back to the main
supply station, having just brought up boards and some other
things required for the constrietion of a defensive shaltor 1
overtook the entire column behind Bubin at the paint in the
road which | just mentioned as baing hemmed in by 4 thicket,
The horse drawn caris ook up the entire width of the road so
that | had a hard time pressing past this eolumn in the dim-
nese, 88 1t slowly wormed its way through 1 now moved for-
ward with difficulty, pushing sside the wet plants which were
continually peppering me in the [ace, all at once 1 saw white
bandages become (Huminated. They belonged to wounded sol-
diers who had been overtaken by the supply column, For bet-
tor or worss, they wers now pushing themaelves Into the
thicket in order to avoid being trampled down by the horses
[ called to them. They identified themselves as men of the
Tth, Bih and Sth Jager Bataillons, while they cursed in their
Steirisch, Karnterisch, and Krainersch tongues about the
steeds, | waen't surprized by this; ae the rudeness of the
Mogvars was sufficiently well known. I wondorod why the
wounded didn't sit themselves up onto the ampty wagons,
instend of trying to press past the column with such diffi-
culty. | asked one of the Jagers why they hadn't done this
With abusive language, he then related to ma that the driver
wouldn't allow them wp ente the wagon, and that he threat-
aned therm with his whip, With that [ felt anger swirling within
me. I called up to the driver, who was guiding the cart next to
me. “Nemdudem,” he anarled back. I shouted to him once more
Az his answer, he cut loose on his horses, [ did & quick jump
forward and descended onto the bridle and the reins. The
horses stood up an their hind legs and then stood motienless
The eolumn faltersd to a stop. “Sit yourselves up there,” |
eried to the Jager, several of whom didn't allow me to say it s
wecond time for they had immediately gone about getting up
agnto the wagon. At that the noble Megyar shouted,
“nemsabatl™ and grabbed for his whip. [ didn't coneern my-
gelf about that and continued to urge the Jager onto the
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wagen. With this the
Hungarian snatched
out his whip and fel]
upon the wounded
with it. I felt the blood
surge and nse in my
throat, It enma forth
as a strangling lump
with my rage. | have
never been hot tem-
pered, but here | fully
lost my self-cantrol

With a furious cry of
raga, | let go of the
reins and flew at the
driver of the eart. 1
tore him down from
the wagon, wrung the
whip from out of his
fist, and then flung, oo,
smashed him onto the
rocky edge af the road

l then procesdad to
let the lashes whip
down on this “Kanaille
with all my avallable
strength, so quickly,
one alter the ather,
thet I had already put
it to him three to four
timee bafora he could
even think abeut
standing back up,
Howaver, the lash soon
bacime caught in &
trea branch above me,
and thus the Hungar-
ian sought to use the
resulting pauss to
jump up at me. But 1
gave him such a juicy
kick, that he sgain flew back to the ground. | pulled with all
my might an the entangled whip until finslly the lashes tore
apart. I then proceeded to let loose onto the “Faletten” on the
ground with the resulting whip handle. Ha rollod himsalf to-
gether there like o hadge hog and howled like a dog when 1t
hears musie. The more T hit on him, the more frenzied [ be-
enme. | soon broke the whip's handle. | slammed on his head
with the atub end of the whip and then flaw at the
“‘Sehweinhund” with bare fists—that is to say that my fisis
did less here whereas my feet did more, [ had thrown my rifle
aside when | had restrained the horses, This was his good
fortune Otherwisa, | would have smashed his hesd in with
the astock. | stepped on him, stomped on him, and knocked
areund an him, in the places where I had just hit him. At the
start he defended himsalf ns he dreadfully screamed and
cursed; but soon ha became stiller and stiller and gave up &l
opposition. T don't know how leog [ had cut loose on him in
this menner At list he bacame completaly still and uncon-
scious and [ became tired and breathless from the snger and
the exertion. “*Now he is finished.” “Ha deserved it," zaid the
wounded Jager who had just witnessad this as they callad
duwn to me their appreciation and approval. T wasn't at all
smbarrassed by them nor by what [ had done. On the con-
trary, a focling of boundless satisfaction came over me

- = Rl
Dated 23 September 1915, this photo-
graph shows a fully uniformed and
equipped Austrian infantryman. Of
interest s Hs original caphon; “Frane
Schitirer of kuk. Landwehr Infantry Hegi-
mient 24 writes hame bo his mother in Bock-
esler, Mew Yook, for conldes and chocolate,
commplains aboul lack of cash,™ (Fhaie mour
ey of Richand | Lundarsm)
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I wondered groatly why the other drvers hadn't hastened
to the mid of their Kamerad. Sines they didn see o rifle or a
backpack on me, and since | had pulled 8 “Billroth-Battist” of
an Oberjiger over my usual cont, they sesmed to have mis-
taken me for an Offizier This is very easily understood when
one congiders the confosion, the dimness, and my threatening
roar of mge with which | let my blows whiz down, Further
bnck there were two drivers sitting on one wagon. [ lsapt back,
fatchad one of them down from the wagon, and gave him charge
of the vacant team of the s0 badly mauled supply hand. [ then
loaded the wounded onto the smpty wagons and went on my
way. Let no ane who reads this call me a brute! It wonld have
been a pitiful ehap who would have handled it differsntly had
he been in my position. Yet to this day [ still feel sincere satis-
faction ovar this behavior of mine. Thrashing en the woonded
with s whip! Is there anything over which one conld becsme
more wild? A man who had it better in war than in peace, who
slept whan we kept wateh, who was dry when we were swim-
ming for days in the damp morass, whe was safe behind he
firing line whils death threntensd us a theusand times over,
who drank and ate himself full while we were with thirst and
hunger, and who attacked the woundaed with a whip! [ hove
paid him back with his ewn stuff The dog wasn't dead, but |
discovered |ater on the next dey that because of bone bresks
and eontusions he would have to be sent to & hosptal,

1 arrived in Gabrje Gornje arsund midnight and fetehed the
man. Nothing spocial came to pess on the way back with the
e

Back to Hell

Having again arrived back at the Tunnel, T dutifully handed
the men over to the Battailonsadjudanten, and then disap-
peared to sgain take my place in the Tunnel, which someone
elee had oerupied during my ahsence. Bot 1 was ruthloss
enough to fling him down from that pertion of the woaden
framework that was mine, and again ocoupy my place. Natu.
rally, guickly fell ints s bear's slumber, from which [ wouldn't
be nwakened again until the next afternoon— that is, the af-
terneon of the same day namely when it was commanded:

“Fourth Kompanis keep battle alari!”

I alung my rifle and gathered my litile horde outside, or as
one may want to say, behind the Tunnel. However, thers
wouldn't be anything in the way of a battle engagemant on
this day, for they didn't require anything more of us,

It wasn't too Jong befors night time came thet we took up
the duties of the Reserve Kompanien. That is, the enrrying of
fond nnd drink to the men in the firing lins, the filling of sand-
bags, the repairing and adjusting of the bulwarks, the burying
of the dead, and other such similar thinge. These tasks were
extremely laborious. Around midnight we recsived our rations
ne ustal,

The morning eame and we had to again steal curselves inte
the finng line, *Good God, recelve my young lfe with favor”™
we snch thought to surselves. | even spolee it out loud. *Up the
stairs! Up! Upl cried the Oberleutnant, yet he was barely an-
dible amidst the hellish noise of the enemy’s rapid firing artil-
lery, which was 8o loud that his otherwise very good voice of
command was outdone by all the erackling. A half-Zug from
ane of the other Kempanien, the 2nd 1 beliave, led by an
Untarjager, ran up to the wooden step which led up over a
recky precipies and inte the threatened position. Upl Upl”™ he
erigd-—mors to himsell I believe, than to his men. He ran,
fellowed by a Schwarm of his Jiger, blindly up towards the
position throtigh the obstacle of the exploding shrapnal which
the Welschen had placed in the way Hio, Hiu, Hin—prem,

prem, eame the shots as they howled up there and whist]ed
smack into the crowd of men who were just preparing to exit
from the upper portion of the steps, There came o simulta-
neous crying out and five torn and tattered bodies fell back
down the steps, tearing with them several others who were
about 1o make their way up, and finally plunged with o hugs
aplash imto the pool of Morass which stretched jtsell out in
frant af the foot of the steps. Sanititer ran to them thers—hbuat
it was in vain. The Oberlentnant again ered *Up! Upl Up®
and thus onee again the balance of the half-Zug sprang forth
and up the stairs. Hardly every other one made it to the posi-
tiom.

“Unterjiger Palzer, up the stairs with the 1st and 2nd
Schwarm!® the Oberleutnant commanded. 1 shouted to my men
that they should pass over the steps inta the position one at a
time, as otherwise, it would have gone the same for us aws it
had before with the other | then flew up the stairs, 58 three
shrapnel shells again cracked into the top of the steps, just in
front of me. | seirried through the foul eloud of pewder smoke
and wae again in the front ine. Naturally, | immediately threw
myself down to the ground. Behind me [ conld hear my men
hastening up to me. | shouted to them to lie down to my left.
Nearly every other one was hit on the way up.

I now became entirely unsware of anything. This seemed to
me to be like 8 Grammophone record on which life itself had
bean loudly scratched, 1 felt no trace of arocousness nor fear of
death, no thought of God nor the eternity, nor snything slse
that would otherwise lead my memory to bring thoughts of
doath before my eyes. [ ncted imstinctively, in that [ pulled oot
my spade and begnn to dig censelessly and laboriouely, with
my head pressed down to the ground. How diffieult it wept!
The earth was thoroughly interwoven with clothing, human
shrods, rifle debris, and pieces of iron. Thess things were all
over the place and continually hampered the peneteation of
my space. Moreover, thers (s no way to relats how difficult this
waork was for me, 68 my right wrist jsn't very strong and is
quickly sxhausted because of & bone break that didn't haal
properly, It wasn't long before | came upon yet even another
obetacle. | had struck onto a corpse with this strenuous dig-
ging Not that | shudderead with its presence, since such feel-
ings weren'{ suitable for the moment | was merely annoyed
by this obstacle, which as again restrcting my spade. | had no
other choice than to unearth and take out the corpee After
some time of much exerticn, 1 had, | hoped, seraped away
enough earth so as to be able to extract the dead man. [ care-
fully knelt mysell up, that is, | supported mysell with my nght
knee on one edge of this excavation and my left knes on the
other, sa that the corpse came to lay betwesn my fest. Then |
grabbed st him. My heavena, this guy was heavy! 1 pulled and
tore, and tore and pulled so much thit the shattersd rbs of
the dead man were erackling and grinding. OF course T wasn't
able ta bring him out, so | declded to stand up in order to be
able to employ more strength. Thus [ exposed myself to the
Welschen down below, but with thet | sueceeded. | rolled the
cadaver out in frant of me in such n way to improve the little
bit of cover that | already had.

Further into the Depths

But se | then |ooked back into the pit—Heaven helpl—thers
lay inside yot another corpse. | was only able to see it then,
after 1 had removed the Oret that had lald over it Even as [
was gtil] considering whether I should pull it out too, there
pliffed over there from the flank— sississiesiss] —. As quick
as lightning 1 threw mysalf into the hole on top of the other
corpse. It was already fully seized by decay and as I lay with
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my weight caompletely on it, there gushed oot onte my boedy a
most putrid excremant through a bullet hole in the dead msn,
There was nothing 1 could do. T had to remain lying in this
hole because the enemy machine pun didn't cease firing at our
flank. Damn, the shots were barely fipping over my back, and
ivery momant there howled 8 man who had been hit. Natu-
rilly, there wasn't any helping the poor devils, sinee anyone
who raised himeelf up was instantly peppered by bullets, One
man went to turn himself onto bis ether side, but sven though
his twisl was lightning quick, he still cought three bullets in
his showlder This continuous fire lasted aurely an hour al-
though the time that | spent on this swoellen, draining, sod
gurgling eadaver whose black skin was already beginning to
lposen itzelf from skull, ssemed to last o thoosand sternities
There simply aren't words and sentences which are sulficient
for the portrayal of such hideousnese

1 lsarned from a ammunition earrier that our Artillery shot
the Walache machine gon section 1o puoces with o few wall
placsd shells. I then crawlad esutiously out from my pit and
drew a deep breath since 1 had hardly dared to breathe for as
long ns 1 had bad to lay therein. It appeared to me as if [ were
elimbing out of my own grave. | forced mysalf to algo lift the
second corpse from out of the hole. However, the hand that 1
grabbed it by tore off becsuse |t was already rotted through
So pow 1 had to again take hold af the slippery and slimy torso
and roll it out. There then came & third cadaver into view |
had had enough. | dido"t take it out, but an the contrary, 1
threw a thin layer of dirt over it and then lnid oyself on this,
It seemed to me that T muast have laid down on a shell hole
that had been flled up with corpses and so employed as a
mass grave, as was generally the custom down there, As al-
ready previously mentioned. it wasn't possible to recover the
corpees during the time of the lsonzo Battles, which went on
non-stop seven days & week One had to eover them lightly
with dirt right on the spot and in this case a welcomaed shell
hole was utilized for this purpose,

Imminent Doom

Our nrea had become noteworthily quiet. What does this
stillness mean? Hod the Welschen been convinced of the fu.
tility of their prinstaking exertions or had they some now
devilry in mind, having used the pause in the struggie for the
collection of their strength”® I was right, a5 | hed assumed the
lattar. Soon it came: wrr-wre-wrr—I had already come to know
this noisa very thoroughly, When we wers out on the Dnieater,
we were sincerely gratified to tnke eareful note of this noise
whenever our heaviest Morser would shoot aver our heads to
cause 8 hot hell for the Russians. It sounded sort of like the
rollers of & slowly driven tram, only amplified mnmy times
ovar. The following explosion sounded like & salvo from s thou-
sand guns. 800 meters away from the point of impact of such
8 giant bomb, there stil] resulted scldiers badly wounded from
being struck by stones. They shot over here with their Naval
Guns from Cormons. Our Batterien couldn't engage them be-
cause of the continuous fog and mist, Their shots howled far
sbove nnd Innded into whers the 11/ e (ersatz] Kompanile nnd
the 8th Jiger impacted a little bit further bahind the first,
then the third, the fourth, the fifth, ete, with each continu.
ing on in this way That 1= to say that there wae alwayn a
eteady interval from one sudden impact to the other and thus
each explosion eame ever onwerd and closer to my loeation.
They ware genuinely thorough and cleaned out tho tranches
with complete precision. My gaze was firmly fixed upon the
points of impact. [ had counted approximately nine shells
whaen the tenth exploded yonder, whers the midpoint betwean

me snd the first point of jmpact woold want to be. Conse-
guently, I thought to myself, ten more and I'm a dead man
Moreovar, | had already prepared my own grave. | looked all
pround mysell at the corpses of many, many familiar and un-
familiar Knmersden and thought of how [ would also soon be
among them as n rotting mass of fesh, over which my Kam-
eraden, who would sl continue to live, would cursingly trip
during the night. My best comrade in arms wouldn®t recog-
nize me sny more since my face was already covered over
with the morass. He might possible trampls on my face, alip
aft my akin as it became slippery from decay and locsened
from my skull, and then curee insaltingly about the damn
corpes ohatructing him in his erazy mad rush of hurrying from
ane pdace to another, as [ had done on so many others. There
was no possible rescus. The abandonment of the position didn't
come 1o mind. To make myzelf scarce, no, not even at the
price of my life.

I counted the bombs end sstimated after each how much
thi distanes hetween the previeus impact and myself had been
reduced, Premm— six more yet—Premm—~five more yet—
Premm—still four more—. As they came ever closer so the crash
of their explosion became more unbearsbls to my ears. Their
detonation was nearly egual to & blow to the hesd with a club,
Whewee—Premm—I was neariy stupafied and was only roused
by the blotches of earth which pattered down on me. The stones
whistled over my head as they wers foreibly vaulted high into
thi air That one was the third to last by my caleulations. One
mare and then it's my turn. There wouldnt be much trace of
m left, I told mysell Theard the second to last coming. [ am off
the opinion that it was the lnst which was of Any iImportance
to me; a howling whistls that made my hesrt stand still, s
crunching biow to my ribs and spine, and at the aame ome,
zingle flash of thooght that was ultimately expressed all at
once and cried forth: Death! P'm dying’ Father! Adiew! Home!
Future! Finished! Night! Nething!

Resurrection

“Hull, but s this one heavy®

“He has slways crammed himaelf full”

These ware the two voices | heard as | awoke. | felt as if |
exteted morely out of pleces and fragments which someone had
thrown together onto o stretcher Tt took awhile before T eould
foree my badly confused brain to parcwive that | was still alive
and laying on a stretcher being lugged by two *Sanititlern.” 1
ventured hardly a breath and kept mysell from saving any-
thing or from otherwise stirring, and sagain sooh sank into &
stupor that lested the entire night.

I sm merely able to remembar & room with fine shavings af
word spread out on the floor whose furniture and accommoda-
tiome had been built from s few boards and crates. There was
plways n steady stream of new and freshly wounded soldiers
flovwing in.

The freshly arriving wounded related how our last reserves
of all, nemaly the Picnlere and the Talegraphisten, had alsa
nlrondy boen inserted into the line, The Komprnia of
“Sanititsmannschaften” had alss been so drained and ex-
hawuted that some of them dropped to the ground. T was then
loaded onto & wagon and lead to Volee-Tragn, where we wers
londed into n train, and procesded to the Hospital.

Thus ware my three unforgetiable days during the Fourth
Hattle of the lsonzo®. &

[ Dir. Poleer survived the war fo become & success-
fial singer and appeared many times at the Bavarian State
Opera.

B s e A
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A Retrospect

by Unteroffizier Erich (Rob) Zienta
FARZT

began our trip to the spring event. T was tenching in a
school five miles away when [ heard and felt the blast;
Jef’s wife would have been in that building two hours later,
and Mike knew it was s bomb blast but eauldn’t tell whers it
came from. We appreciate the suport and condofences receivad
from everyons at the event and during our travels to and from.
Perhapa it is boenuse of this recent tragedy in our city, the
focus of the national media on state militins and para-mili-
tary groups, and comments overheard at this last event that
started me thinking about our hobby. There were complaints
that nothing happened at this last event, that there wasn't
enough fighting, ste
Thers has long been a debaté between those who are in-
volved in "living history™ and those who are perceived as “pow-
der burners" | ean understand the tatter group’s enthnsiasm;
andrenaling pumps and it's easy to get carried awnay
In view of the Oklshoma City bombing, it is imparstive that
we draw o clear distinction between whe and what woe are,
and those pars-military, militia, or whatever groups that sd-
vocate violence. These fringe groups carry weapons—sao do we.
Thoy practice military assault and defense tactice—so do we.
They are anti-pun control—so are we They wesr military or
military-style uniforms—so—do—wel
Ours, by nature, is & hobby that depicts viclence. To an ob-
sarver ot one of our evenits, all of us could appear ns lunatic
fringe militis units Even beyand that, there are those who will
consider us as part of the violent militaristic fringe just bacause
we belisve n the Second Amendment and own firearma By fo-
rusing only on finng weapons and not on the aspects of living
history, we are providing them with evidence that supports their
view, Therefors, it is in our best interest to ensure that thers
in 8 cloar and definite distinction betwean why we do what we
do and they (varuus oer groups) do what they do
To engage in living history requires knowledge. It is impor-

Chl day after the tragedy in Oklahoma City, Jef, Mike, and
1

tant to understand that, ss nermted in many first-person sc-
eounts, there were long periods of boredom marked by short
pennods of fighting. Therefore, there are things that can be dons
other than combat, that will provide a rich living histary expe-
rience.

After T got bome from this last event and | began to read
and listen to media coverage, particularly interviews with
militin members, the negative way in which these and similar
groups wers being partrayed and the eall for more sontrol. 1
eguldn’t help but imagine what would be thought of us? How
would we and oar habby be portrayed?

Az o result, | asked myself some serious quostions about
pur direction. Are we practicing living history when some Ger-
man units become so frustrated by the lack of action that they
attack their own lines in the guise of “Belgian resistance fight-
ars?" Does this mean that there's no living history if thers's no
shooting? Do we not have encugh restraint and singerity in our
hobby that we can forege combat and still have & goed time?

The battle commanders on both sides mede wise decisions
nat to have extensive combad, for the health and welfare of the
participants. They don't control the weather apd had to play
the hand they were dealt. In cases like this, thinking about
alternatives as to what we could be doing as Soldats would be
in ordsr. Unita eould use their ime productively by working
together to improve their position, having mail eall, and gon-
erally deing much of what you have found in o trench pesition.

Mo doubt thers will continue to be stronger initistives to
ban guns, limit the Second Amendment, and expand the pow-
ers of enforcement agencies, You can be assured that Gun Con-
trol, Ioc will be at it ngain. At some point, like it or not, we
may be fnced with having to respond to those wishing to elimi-
nile our organization.

My comrades—dJef, Mike, and Glen—have taught me the
valuable lesson that you don't have to be pulling the trigger to
have s great event, | hope this is something that all of sur
fellow resnmetors will lenrm, or ot least think about If we don't,
then | fear that our hobby will be looked upon as nothing maore
than ope of those extremist para-military groups, and we will
b redueed to playing in Billy's backyard and yelling, "Bang!™ &

Hrﬁt Dcr'.im, eomtinued from page 7

you signed up for? Whers were you indueted into the unit? Yoo
should be able to come up with a shart history of the eompany
from the soldiers point of view, and the others in your onit
should halp with this. You should also be able to explain the
different distinguishing points on yeur aniform, from bayonest
knots to patches, to people from other units. What is the kis-
tory behind all that stuff?

12) ¥our Religion: Last, but certainly not least, religion
played and still does play an important part in many peoples
liwves. You ean stay with your own, or you can do am impreasion
of someone else's, Keap in mind though, that if vou are taking
on some one alsa’s, (o make sure it s period (o Moonies exised
thesi! &nd that you do it Fight. Your use of it may be limited to a
religious medal or book, or may even involve daily ritual, like
Indisn or Jewish troops’ religious dietary scruples. Whatever
yon decide to do, remember to do it right and have fun!

28

This list is not all-encompassing, and can't be But it may
start you o the Aght direction, and hopefully, sven help a little
Doing first person can bring our impressions to life, and lond a
whole new dimension to our hobby Tt is not easy and in the
beginning, you'll have a tendency to elip back into the ourment
time There will even be those who will purposely try to mnks
you slip out of charscter When you have mastered it though,
youll have & much better time with your comrades, and even
with the enemy.

1 wish to encourage every one to give first persan & try. World
War One i , again, perfact for it We have fow spectators, and
none vigible insides the trench linee. Ifwe ever do, ranning eandle-
ligght tours through the trench, in which everyons [s in first per-
gon except the guide, would be o wonderful way to show what
we do. But since we are all in the trenches together at amy svent,
we can all gve each other o better time by practicing first por-
son in the trenches and bunkers of the front. I you give it a try,
stick with 1t, and ask others thet have done it for peinters and
tips, The end result is Living History, which is what we're all
hiers to dol &
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The Velerans of World War |
in Observance of the Conlinuing Celebration
"A Grateful Nation DOES Rememiber™
the 77th Anniversary of the "War To End All Wars,"
acknowledges and sincerely appreciales your response

1.4
F AN
i.l‘l' H. Iul'bs o
Mational Commander
D

£ 'iul ;'IT,"LLQQ_.F | ':r""l:fi-.
Dana J. Pyle =
Mational OM-Adjulani

3 Tor (doce.

fo our special appeal for
the continuation of VWWI and its programs.

Classified Ads

wth OF D, This gffer dhied gt meply T Uealdrs. 1y are @ JBelaer, o

'Wanted: Fhotosopies of your Garman Soldbuch(a)
for a fulure geries ot in-depth articles—%o appearin
oew

PASTE-INS ANd [LamMS Which are

n the Germian Solkdbuch, Fleass copy amy
ncluded with the book,

hope to have this written for the Spring iBsue [mad: by

Fetruary | of CHMW

have been Told That somesne in The GWA has

iR,
a Soldbuch from IRG3, ' this is true, | would really
appreciate a copyl In fast, a photocopy of a Soldbucn
frem sy of the oriainal unite That are being representad

WoLIG B dreat

£y A= a mamber of the WA, you s sntitled 1o ona (1] free classified el in OEW. The ad s limited 1o mambers of the WA ol sl g |imitel &

g gl e

T Takn ouT @ reud e sl e CEW

Send the copies Ta: On the Wire cfo: Marsh Wisea,
PO Bow 1408, Annandals, VA Z20035-2408. My

phigrie Aurmber i 705642 2267 if you want to call

and can Relp with The artlcles, Thanks for your help an
I

Lrisl
BT = =
LS For Sale: French Eit

| i t, Fack, =tc,, ca

- & T -
INEILEA S LAYEILOE L, |7

t stuff to concentrate on

|| - - e o 3 - .
for BT and prices. Llzaring aut T4 L

GErTAn

Call Steve Fishar (A7) 325-7881
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“Field-Grey Uniforms of Jmperial Germany, 1907-1918:
A Collector’s Guide” ||

—A 5 hour video presentation consisting of twe UHS tapes and a companion Guidebook—

period has been largely ignored or inconsistently documented. Because oniginal references are difficult to
obtain and expensive if found, the serious uniform collector/researcher has had to content himself with
out-of-print modern publications and general studies of the Kaiser-era military machine

unlil now, the study of field-grey uniforms worn by the Imperial German armies during the First World War

But now that has changed! This detailed five-hour video program answers many of the questions raised by
collectors about field-grey uniforms. The topics of discussion include:
* the origins of Impenal Germany,
* the development of the M1207/10 field-grev uniforms,
* the M1910/15 simplified tunics (often called “hybrids™ or “10/15™)
* the M1915/16 Field Service and Future Peacetime uniforms,
* post-war 15sues that impact collecting field-grey uniforms;
* and reference matenals available to the collector/researcher

This wealth of information is the result of 20 vears of collecting and researching the subject. During the five
hour program, the viewer will see almost 200 surviving field-grey tunics in color, hundreds of mostly previously
unpublished soldier photographs and get rare glimpses into hard-to-find original reference works. Volumes of
little-known information are also presented to the collector; valuable information that couldn’t be duplicated by
purchasing any combination of modern or contemporary WWI references—even if they could be found'

The price of authentic field-grey uniforms can rival—and in some cases surpass—the cost of a spiked helmet
from the same regiment' Today's Impenal German collector needs to have access to as much documented infor-
mation about field-grey uniforms as possible. and this video series does exactly that!

This tape set could save you thousands of dollars! Protect your military investment and learn all you can from
this convemient resource. before you make an expensive mistake!

H M

Please send sel (%) of :

“Hield-Ghrey Uniforms of Imperial Grermany, 1907-1915: A Gollector's Ghuide™
at $59.95 (NTSC) each plus $3.00 postage to:

Name

Please make checks payable to:
Address Marshall Aris Creations, Inc.
: P.O, Box 14763
City Scottsdale, Arizona 852674763

State

**—H—*W—*—H—H%—M*W
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The World War I Memoir
of a German Lieutenant
FRITZ NAGEL

Edited by Richard A. Baumgartner
In 1962, exactly hall a century after he first joined the Germin

field artillery as o one-year vobanteer in 1912, Frite Nags!
begin writing down his experiences as o soldier of the First
Warld War,

Based upan a collection of diaries he kept for all but the first
four months of the war, Magel's finiched narrative documesnisd an
pspect of that conflict seldom encountered in print. For nearly
four years Nagel served in & succession of anti-aircraft batleries—
fiphting Fremnch, Kussians, British, Australians and Americuns—
eveniually becoming an officer who received credit for shooling
down twa Allied planes.

FRITZ is s compelling account of Nagel's experiences as a
green recruit in the pre-war Imperial German artillery; of exhaus-
tive marches and hrutal fghting through Belgium and France in
1914; of seemingly endless days of dust, rain, sow and alternot
ing German and Russian attacks in Poland; of desperate combat _
an lund and in the air during 1918°'s Western Front offensives; -
anid of hard times and fighting in the strests boack home in -
Germany from 1919 o 1921, Nagels namative also features an

umusual wanime romance between the aunthor and an English T i
waman, whose love culminated i martiage in 1917, desplis the F 4 B
fact that their countries” prmies were killing each other whaole- - - -
sale - =5

Supplementing this widely praised memoir are 60 rare photo-
graphs—many of which were taken by Nagel himself.

Hardcover with dusi jacket A“MLE Hﬂm

180 pages * 60 photographs * Index

ISBN 1-885033-15-X Published by
BLUE ACORN PRESS
P.O. Box 2684 = 5589 Shawnee Drive
$24.95 postpaid Huntington, West Virginia 25726

(304) 733-3917
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