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Ramblings from Rtop the Soapbot

by Marsh Wise
Editor-in-Chief, On the Wire

ell, it surely must be snowing in Hell! Ur, the

Devil is eating fliss! Or something, because in

thiz issue, we have not one, but TWO AMERT-
CAN articles—damned amazing ain't it? And... I have
another one in reserve for the summer issue (which WILL
gv out on schodule—ne matter what!), This brings me to an-
other subject, our habitual latensss. This time we were
delayed for a couple of reasons—the first of which was
that my Co-Editor, Sue Fischer resigned, due to her job
not leaving her enough time to dedicate to OtW. The
second (and main } reason for this issue's tardiness though,
was our usual forced wait for high-level articles—come
on you guys [the G-7], is it really that hard? All you have
to do is write a short article onee every three months or
so—Hell, it's part of your “job!”

The G-7

This time we did get an article from all bot pne mem-
her of the G-T—actaally not too bad, just late! At this
point, | must say that the first member of the G-T to get
me an article was our treasurer, Mike Mogss (although |
don't think he realized it wes golng to be an articke), this was fol
lowed by Deks and Tim Goodwin, 1 really do try and
encourage the members of the G-7 to send in articles
but, having said this, you should hold the G-7 respon-
gible and if you don't find the info you need, by all means,
call up the relevant member of the G-7 and let him hear
from you!After all, the members of the G-7 were electad
by ¥OU to do YOUR work! To facilitate this, [ have
placed a handy-dandy G-7 Roster on the back cover along
with all of their addresses and phone #s—also included
with this roster is the info for both of the Trenchmasters.
Another option for you to air grievances is to send in a
“Letter to the Editor™—I WILL print them (excopt for per-
worial attmschs thad e,

Thanks

| want to thank a few people for their help—both Riek
Keller and Al Fuerst ALWAYS send in stuff for every
tssue! Herr Fuerst also scanned the photos of Caesar
Krauss that appear in this issue. At that, | have to thank
Mark Anderson for sending in an article with photos
about his prandinther, Caesar Krauss, the man to whom
our battlefield is dedicated. Deksheimer never fails to
have something in QW (except for the time | spaced-it-out wod
forgnt to print his articl:). Mark Grasf has done a lot of the
copy-editing (helpmg Sue Plscher) and has done the final
proofreading for every issue of OtW [ have "sditored.”
Without Mark’s help, On the Wire would surely look a

Iot less professional than it does. Last but not least, 1
want to thank our fearless leader, GWA Prez Marv
Chadab for his unending support and help (uckily, Mary's
a feeal phone call for me ),

Future Stuff

In future issues, you can look for more articles on pe-
riod food, some more neat unit histories, uniform and
equipment how-to's and even more issues of Deks’
Guide to Better Reenacting. Also, Jef Fontana of [R23
has teld me he is working on an article on how to “su-
per-detail” your German field blouse—this looks to be
really great, as he has been doing a lot of research in
this aren. Other future articles will deal with interpret-
ing German dog-tags and Soldbuchs. Hopefully, we will
pet some pearls of wisdom on American kit, uniforms,
ete. and perhaps... the French (7!7) might wade in with
a neat article? For you “Frog-o-philes,” I did find some
neat Frog-type photos and am publishing them in this
izssue, We plan on having a couple of articles on French
stuff (yesit's trus’) in the next issue. Hey Brits, what about
it? Show us how hard-core and dedicated you are—send
in some Limey articles! The next deadline for submis-
sion of materials is May 81 and publication of OtWwill
be in the 1-15 July, 1997 range. Well anyways, look for
this stuff real soon and.,. remember, we always need
MORE articles, photos, and art.

The “Fly-In" Event
and Other Related Items

It looks like the "fly-in” event will happen in Septem-
ber of this year, maybe they [the tiy-boy] will get the air-
strip done by then—but | sure hope we're [the Gwa| not
paying for it!

As to this aircraft stuff, I feel that the tail should not
wayr the dog, i.e, the GWA is an organization that reen-
acts the trench fighting of WWI, not the air battles.
Now don’t get me wrong, watching WWI airplanes whiz-
zing around the sky is pretty cool, but who's gonna pay
for this?? Are the fly-boys doing this like we are, simply
for the love of it, or... are they planning to charge
¥e Olde Publick to come in and wateh (and then mayba s
twa??), And, if this is so, does that then mean that we will
get PAID to help reimburse us for the costs that we
have accrued in putting together our kits? Hmmm, [
sincerely doubts it. Tt's not like I'm trying to cast gloom
on the idea of & “fly-in,” but [ really wonder what is
going to happen to WWI if we start letting “tourons” in
to watch. | don’t mean a few at a time like we have now,
but instead like they do in Civil War reenacting wherein

Ramblings,
contiaued m Page [
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Die Fefdpost <

Hi everybody-

I would like you all to know that | am resigning from
the post of co-editor of O W, Scveral new consulting jobs,
plus a new project ar work make it difficult w ser aside
time to do ¢ W, especially when the re-typing and edit-
ing always needs to be done at the lase minuee.

Please give Marsh your full support and cooperation so
he can continue to prine a newsleceer chat gives you the
event information you need WHEN you need 1e. Unfoe-
tunately, this informanion does not always get w your
editors on ume, making 1t impossible for us o gee it

u.

And for those of you who feel Like making your apin-
wns and knowledge public, keep those arcicles coming. ...
See you in the renches

Sue Fischer

Ediiors Comment: | figured |'d baftar add a nole o fhs nexd lefter
befare some dipshi actually begins ko think that some of the stuff Fenach
5 talking about hars 8 a good ideal ). With this iatter, you will sea the
*subtie and dry” humar of Hem Tim Fensch. Of course, if | balieved
that he was at all serous about this proposal (= ey of theee deas),
| would have him shot &3 @ treitor! The day that W menacling aver
does fum fo shit fike he is dsculiing hee, then if's time to pack it up,
becauss WWI wil ba |ust anothar amusament for fhe touons'—MW,

Decar Kameraden & Allies, now that we finally have our
own site back, thanks to the effores of the G7 and the
generosity of Herr Anderson, it 18 gratifying to see our
ranks swelling due both to the return of many old-umers
ws well as an influx of new recruies. However, as our avo-
cation grows, we will no doubt see adjustments made 1o
accommodate more participants and the vanery of per-
spectives they will necessarily boing to the Grear War
Perhaps we can learn from the many other reenuctment
periods and assimilace the best conceprs from them,

First, of course, will be the change w allow children
under the age of 18 o parucipate. Since we do not use
flag bearers at our events, they can become “runners” or
“couniers.” Imagine the chill of the lictle ones as dhey
scurry around in the mrenches (chey |l leam so much chat way')
in their authenucally altered uniforms. After all, as the
War dragged on, the contnental armies did lower the
draft age, and there 1sn't much difference beeween an 18
year old and a 10 year old anyway except size. They can
also parucipare in a locof ocher ways, like ammo carriers,
red cross helpers, ewc. And for the lucky ones whose fa-
thers can locate redoced size cadet eifles, well, the rese of
us in a spiric of fracernal indulgence can just refer o these
pint-sized soldicrs as "midgets” when chey fall in.

Afver Junior joins us, we will of course want to expand
the roles for the ladies, Thes can be accomplished i the

4

same way other periods of historical reenactment do ic:
there's plenty of room under the helmet for thar hair! As
for what can’t be hidden, well, we can just say thar those
soldiers are carrying extra amimo clips in their brease pock-
ers. However, there's always a few females who aren'e
really interested in the frone lines, so my suggestion would
be for a period dance Saturday evening. A chance o sew
and wear those beautiful Edwardian gowns! Hubbies and
companions can deck themselves out in dress uniforms,
ceremomal swords, Pour le Mérites and ocher such cal-
lecrible minutiae, WW1 reenacting can truly become a
f-a-m-i-I-y event!

At that point, when the event 1s ready for it, we'll need
a family area. Perhaps we can construce @ small scale
French wown, or beteer yet, a refugee camp. The kids could
learn peniod games chere, we could invite spectators in w
soc what life was like back then; why, the possibilities are
endless. Two areas of adjusement will need w be made,
however: since this will be evolving into a Fa-m-i-L-p
activity, some soldiers will need w, how should we say,
“clean up thesr aces” And, if we're going to have a dress
ball, the bacdle will need o stop early in the afternoon so
that we can all freshen up and change uniforms.

These few suggesuons I've offered are provided wath
the best of intennons to see that Grear War reenacung
can become the wildly popular and wholesome sort of
event that other reenacring periods have developed into,
I'm sure chose of you who sce the possibilives can envi-
sian your own excitng addivoens to our hobby. Person-
ally, I'm hoping to see some modern setups in the flea
market at future events, You, know, one of those fresh-
squeczed lemonade stands and & concessionaire that can
sell me my dream icems: a T-share chat has the Imperial
German flag on one side wath the slogan . Erbe, nichie
Hali!", a picture of the Kaiser on the other with the words
“Wilhefm abadicared, bur I didn't!” and possibly even a
bumper sticker thae says “1d racher be shooring Boches!™

Well anyway, these are my ideas.

Bis Unsere der Sieg ist. ..

[ im Feunsah

3. [IR63

Gendeman:

Plcase note char cffecave Friday November 1, 1996 1
will no longer be the Russian Legion Commander. The
new unit commander should be announced duning or
shortly afver che Fall 1996 GWA cvene.

1 wish to thank all who have given their support o the
Russian Legion, especially during our fight o become a
full GWA member unit. Ic has been an honour w work-
ing with you all.

Charles J Nohai

Brooklyn, NY
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Fricnds, | have been a member of the GWA for 31 Spring
and Full events and hoave missed only 1 cvent in thar ame
The timing of many of these events have occurred at ter-
rible times for my family (wife of 20 years and 3 children) of
my business, but notwithstanding, [ have still come. 1
am not unique. Many of our members have been in longer
than 1 and are still coming with regularity. I am wnting
this editorial o suggest thar the date for the fall event
should be moved away from the Halloween weckend.
Many of us would like to spend this time wich our chil-
dren and since this is like Easeer falling on the same week-
cnd as the Spring event, 1 propose thar we move the date
this year forward one week tw the last fulf weekend of
COxcrober (24-25 Oce).

This will leave no interference with Halloween, it will
b a lirtle warmer and there will be no real conflicts wich
other events (| think) and daylight savings tme. 30, might
I propose we discuss moving the fall National up by one
week? Please discuss this thought with your unit com-
mander and we will bring it up at the Unit Commander's
meeting thus Spring event. Thanks for your consideration.

Enst Deksheimer

3. /IRA3
|| abways thought the Fall svent wes supposed to be on the first full
weenknnd of Now. this = sary—aW]

Wich the Fall 1996 GWA cvent now behind us, [ feel
compelled to relate several concerns and issues myself
and other individuals have with the direction the GWA
seems to be going in. These concerns relate dircedy to-
wards event scenarios, individuals’ and units’ conduct,
and the state of uniform authenticicy.

Having been in the GWA for 8 years now, 1 have ob-
scrved a steady decline in che overall state of uniform
authenticity, particularly among members of the A EF
At the Fall 1996 event, [ noticed the following uniform
EFAfSLTESRI0NS:

l. An A.E.F. officer whose runic was made out of what

appears to be & modern US. Army blanket.

A

2. An A.EFE enlisted man with rubber-soled hiking
boots for feotgear.

3. Anocher A E.F enlisted man with rdicufously long
hair. '

These blatant authencicity violations were readily no-
uceable. Why were chey noc dealr with? [ can remember
4 or 3 years ago when a member of one of the German
uinies was inseructed to cut his hair or leave the event, He
chose to leave but the auchenticity regulation regarding
this was enforced. It scems char there is litele resolve on
the pare of the A.E.E authenticity inspector o enforce
authentciry regulations,

The event scenarios have moved from a living history
approach to a non-stop Western shoot-em-up environ-

ment. | cannot believe that 2 majority of the GWA mem-
bership has lost interest in the living hl&tut}rlappru.w_h to
the hobby. Many of us have noticed chis shift away from
living history and are deeply concerned by . _

In regards tw conduct of many individuals and units, it
seems no one wants to take casualties anymore. There
has been exceedingly bad sportsmanship in regards tw
this an both sides of the line. While this is not a large
issue, being overrun 4 times in one day by the same unit
begins to play itself out before long and it becomes rule
of the day not ro take casualties on either side. [3lame this on
& Mo-Man's Land which & amde 20 mabers soross i mary places— WA What
happenecd to the days when, as Chris Aleo pur ic, "Every-
body DIES!*?? Furthermore, instead of using the rear
urea access roads and communication trenches w get
the front line, many people just walk nghe down the
middle of Mo-Man's Land. This (s enacoe f Com-
bined with people working on top of the trenches during
the active period of engagement, one wonders why we
have bothered w have renches dug.

In conclusion, | believe it is time for the membership
and officers of the GWA to refocus the objectives of our
association and ask ourselves whether or not we are do-
ing the best possible job in keeping alive the memory of
the men we portray.

Rickardl W Naorief

o A, 107¢ch inf. reg.,
27th inE div. N.YMN.G
| et 1 amm sure that this means that Herr Moncriel s volunisenng 1o
help out with authenticity inspections and by being an b9
Contact the GWA VP Rick Blair to volunteer today|
Rermember, 'n you wants to bitch, you gots to helpi—hiw]

All commants ane welcome! Plaase send in your ideas,
criticisms and suggestions for publication,

ON THE WIRE — SPRING 1997
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Ramblings,
Continoed from PagE 3

have 80 bazillion spectators and some dipshit
announcer. [ can see it now:; *Okay ladies and
(rentlemen, here come the Krauts, | wonder
what they're up to? Oh, yee-haw, personally,
| am mot thrilled with the idea of WWI being
destroved like this, but hey that's only an
opinion—af course though, its MY opinion
und thats why it got printed hera!

[ just don't want to see Great War reenact-
ing turned into the grotesque spectacle that
Civil War has become, Next thing vou know,
guys will be wanting to bring out Junijor and
have him in the trenches with as (mini 0
Bpringfield and all), And how long until women
will insiat on fighting with us in the
trenches—portraying men? Here we go with

court cases, lawvers, ete.—just like in Ciwil
War, WALUGH! Even though it is totally in-
authentic, this BS has pervaded most of the
other reenacting periods and if allowed, could happen to
us—that would really be sad as WWI has always been
the “recnactor's resnactment.® To me, and the vast ma-
jority of you that I've spoken with, we do this for US—
not for the Publick, nor for p-r-o-f~i-t 1t's our hobby and
we do it for the love of it. Woe to any bastard who would
deatroy that which is Great War Reenacting!!

Honor

Mark Anderson has done a really good thing here, in
making the Caesar Krausgs Great War Memorial Site
into & reality. Now, it's up to U8 to ensure that this site
and our reenactments are a fitting memorial to the men
who fought (and gove their lives) 10 the Great War, We must
never et this endeavor, our hobby or their memorics be
cheapened or degraded —NEVER!

MPs and such

Frequently, we digcuss the asuthenticity rules, bitch
about haircuts and other “infractions” of the GWA rules,
but is there an answer? Yep—MPa! All armies have them
just as they did “back then.”" There has been talk of form-
ing an MP corps before and [ know from conversations
with you that we have members interested in doing this
kind of impression. Why not get together and start an
MP group on each aide—volunteers first and, if needed,
gay ane man per undt could be drafted (oot for the whals
evant of eourss ). | know that there are Limeys who want to
be a enarling “Red Cap” just as there are Germans who
want to be a Kettenhunde®. Obviously, MPs could be a
big help to the administration in the operation of events.
Mot only could they check passes to keep scumbags from
*sponging-off” of the GWA, but they could also help by
catching the more blatant authenticity and haireut vio-
lntions and then bringing them to the VI, Of course this

isonly an idea, but in some of the conversations I've had,

Training French Red Cross dogs in the trenches. (i Weid cofiection)

members have expressed an interest in this, We have
many members who are in law enforcement and some
who were even “real” MPe. Well, if vou're interested, con-
tact GWA VP Rick Blair and he can help vou get it formed
.

Now T step down off the soap box and say that W
ie my favorite time period and [ really enjoy reenacting
it. In my humble opinion, WWI is absolutely the best
and most authentic time period being reenacted today,
It iz a real privilege to be in the trenches with the cali-
boer of men that we have here in the GWA.

Remember, (EW is produced for vou and can only get
better with your input. T hope to see you here in the
trenches and if you get a chanece, please give me your
mput about On the Wire!

Your comrade in the trenches,

Mavsh Wise.

Editor, On the Wire
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Guidelines for Submission nl:

Material ro 0;" the Wire

We encourage, in fact, absolutely need, contributions of material to this publication Iif it is to continue. This includes, but
is not fimited to, articles, letters, fiction wriling, practical tips, inlerviews with veterans, repors on events, historical
research, original or duplicated art work and photographs. Just about anything 1o do with VW\WI1 and WWI reenacting can
be used. While we prefer thal you submit anticles in electronic format, type-written work is fine.

The editing, design, layoul and pre-press production of On the Wire is done by Marsh Wise, Mark Graef and staff on
their own deskiop publishing equipment, in this case IBM PCs running Windows and output on a Okidata OL410e printer.
PageMaker 5.0a, MS Word 6.0, Photoshop 2.5.1, and CorelDraw 4.0 are the primary applications used lo produce
this publication. This allows for a lot of different options in submitling matenal.

The following is a list of our submission guldelines and policies. Thesae will give you an idea of how to best prepare stuff
before you send i, and what will happen fo it after we get it.

Written Material

General It is the policy of OfW 1o proofread all articles or letters and edit ihem for length, grammar, spelling, punctua-
tion, clarity and laste where necessary. We appreciate receiving material that is as finished as possible, however, do not
worry about getting everything perfect—jusf gef if done, and we will iake care of the polishing! If you are concerned that
our editing might affect something important or sensilive, we will be glad to mail or fax you a proof galley of your aricle
if requested

Hectronic Format

The fellowing are the preferred media and software for the transfaral of aicles wnitten with word processing, in onder of
preference:

1. In MS Word on a 3.5° IBM-format disk

2. In any other software on a 3.5" IBM-format disk

3. Text files done in any Mac software on 8 Mac disk

4. In any other software on a 5.25" IBM-formal disk

If possible, please send a hardcopy with all electronic files. Articles may be sent as E-mail 10 us, our E-mail address is:
joepetenferols.com.

Hard Copy Format

The following is the preferred formal for hard copy articles submitied (in order of preferanca)
1. Typed, double-spaced using upper and lower case style (pleass, not all in capial letters)

2. Neatly hand printed

3. Cuneform writing on clay tablels

4, Witten in legible handwriting

Artwark

Xerox coples of line drawings will work fine. Pen and ink (win black ink) drawings work best; pencil sketches don repro-
duce as wall. Artwork will be retumed on requist

Photographs

Black and White 5" x 7" matte finish pholos work best, however, color photos or photos of different sizes or finishes will
also work. Photos will be automatically retumed to the sender afler the publication of each issue—please mark the back
of the photo with your name and return address (SASE's are greatly appreciated).

O AT A B e s o s, S R RN S et S g
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Words from the @WH President

ear Friends, it has been one year sinee | sat down

and penned my first communication to you for

On the Wire. One vear ago, Newville was just com-
ing to fruition. We wers still in midst of negotiations
with Mr. Mark Anderson, and trying to finalize our lense,
Since that time, 1 am pleased to report that our long-
term lease has been finalized, signed and recorded by
pur attormey in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The
memories of Shimpstown both the pood and at the and,
the bad, will snon recede into folldlore. Expensive in-
vestments in bunkers and revetments now docaying,
useless and since bulldozed-under will not be repeated
in Mewville, Units commiting money nnd sweat into
bunkers can feel confident that these investments will
not disappear. The past two events have gone well thanks
to the efforts of many. Although injuries have been mini-
mal safety is still a major concern

Combat was suspended on Saturday night of the No-
vomber evant beeause of an eyve injury sustained by a
Gierman reenactor. Based on my recent conversation
with him, I belisve that this injury was due to a leveled
revolver which was fired too elose to its vietim. I am
sure that the wielder of this pistel believed that he was
far enourh away to avoid injuring his foe with tha morzle
flash, It turns out that unburned powder coused the
injury. The moral of this incident is that there is no rea:
son to level any firearm at any range. Keeping your
firearm at & forty-five deprree angle does not detract froom
the realistic effect and will insurs that this type of inei-
dent is not repeated. Let me take this one step further
Futting & century old firaarm with o blank which con-
tains God only knows how much powder against your
cheek and pulling the trigger with your eyeball an inch
away from the breech is taking an onnecessary risk. |
strangly recommend that you keep vour face away from
the breech, n habit which i=s as important as keeping
the muzzle out of our friendly foes face. The investment
in shatter-proof lenses for your period evewesar is small
compared to a plastic surgeons hills. Our organization
literally dodged a bullet by a fraction of an inch in this
incident.

A second safety 1ssue needs to be nddressed. Grenades
nnd mortars that have not been inspected during the
safety mesting have been found during the Sunday
morning clean-up. It need not be znid but anvone using
an unapproved grenade/mortar round will be tald to
leave the event and will not be weleomed back to future
events. This past event also turned up remnants of hard
plastic Baster egp prenades that shattered rather than
popped. This results in sharp plastic shards posing a
significant safety risk. These grenades can be safely
constructed, but over the years thers have been too many
incidents of examples being too tightly taped and then
shatteéring. | am instructing our safety officer to disap-
prove all plastic egg prenades so don't waste your time

and effort by bringing them to the next event, Greg Peck,
pur mortar magnet, asks that mortar bombs be ns soft
and frangible as possible, it is not true that he will issue
A Kewpie-doll to the next mortar crew that beans him
gmin.

I wish to extend my personal thanks to the participants
in the dedication eeremony held at the last event 1 also
thank the entire membership for their respectful deco-
rum during the ceramony. We once again proved that we
are o tand of Gantlemen {amd Ladies), My nssociation with
with you all is a source of pleasurs and pride.

For the past vear I have been oceupied with finalizing
our |ease, maintenance of the site and the dedication
ceremony. The second year of my term will devoted to
more fandamental issues. | am in possession of authen-
ticity regulations for the American and German forces,
We need similar documents for the BEF., the French
nnd the Austrians. The Russian legion is currently be-
ing reorganized and seems to be in capable hands. Once
theze standards are received and approved there will
be no excuses for “farbisms.” Some things don't need to
b published to be in effect, such as: I your hair length
i8 nut appropriate for your unit, you will be asked to
find a barber before you can participate. IT you wear
Vietnam jungle boots to the next events, you will be
asked to find & Vietnam resnactment to participate in—
not ours! Correot boots, weapons, etc. can be easily
found—don't embarrass yourself your unit and those
veterans whi vou seak to depict, by showing up looking
liko a clown, I wos partioularly disappointed in the AEF,
over the past year. | know what is right, and what isn't,
for an American impression and during this event [ will
gladly inform my fellow Dooghboys as to what needs
improvement. | encourage unit commanders and G-7
membnrs (o do the same for troops that do their impres-
sion. I would also remind you that even though [ am
the President of the GWA., | hold the rank of Private
First Clnss in my unit. As such, 1 obey the instructions
of the officers appointed over me. If 1 want kindness,
respect and tenderness, | would spend the weekend with
my wife. For ovents, | want my corporal to tell me how
worthless | am. | never served in the military 50 1 ap-
preciate the efforts of those who were (are) to recreats
an authentic military atmosphere and include me in
their brotherhood.

I am doing my best. If there are any issues or con-
cerns that you wish to discuss, please seek me out the
event and | will be pleased to discuss them with you, IF
for any reason you can't find me at the event I can be
reached at home most evenings at (703) 360-9537.

See you in April...

Moy
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Raiding and assaulting, the
German perspective

By Rick Keller
12. MWK

n July 3, 1917, a sergeant major of the 261st Re-

ferve Hegiment was captured on an Allied raid

south of Souchez. In his possession was a note-
book containing information taken while at & schoal of
indoctrination on the subject of “trench raiding."” These
notes and their subsequent translation for use by Allied
forces are the basis for this article. Additional informa-
tion came from ancother captured German document of
1917 and dealt with preparations for assaults and trench
raids by machine gun companies. Dennis Conners sup-
plied the documents and will be happy to share them in
their entirety to anyvone who wishes to delve into the
subject in greater detail.

Small raids were well planned nnd executed in o swift
mann#r, withdrawing before the snemy could recover
and counterattack. Soldiers were given the basic articles
preseribed for the task, along with general guidelines
for their transport, but the ultimate decision and method
of transportation was left to the discretion of the indi-
vidual, with efficiency and comfort of paramount im-
portance. In an assault, supplies were constantly
hrought by runners hraving the shell swept area be-
tween the two lines.

For this article, the term “raid” is used to designate a
short term operation, while an “assault” was of a longer
duration, Besides duration, the major differences bhe-
twaen the two types of operations wars the quantity of
supplies initinlly taken, and whether thore were subsn-
quent steps taken for holding captured enemy territory
and supporting the soldiers given that task.

Raids

"Raids" had two purposes: to obtain prisoners for in-
terrogation, and to obtain “booty"—avarything that one
could snateh for intelligence purposes since many items
taken would not reveal their worth until carefully ex-
amined long after the raid.

It wne imparative that accurate knowledge of the po-
sitions chosen for raiding was obtained through patrols
and aerial or ground observations, Successful raids
could only be earried out on & narrow front under fa-
vorahle conditions such as dark niphts, bad weather, or
twilight, and if the habits and weaknesses of the troops
manning an enemy position warranted the chances of
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exploitation. A “weakness" could be a change of troops,
which meant that the new men were not accustomed to
the defense procedures, or low morale resulting from
exposure to extreme elements, constant shellfice, or lack
of essential supplies such as food and water. Roids had
to penstrate the enemy area rapidly at several places
to cause confusion all along the line, getting in and out
in the allotted time with minimum casunlties, since a
counter-attack or shelling of the captured arens was
inevitable.

Preparations for the Raid

In preparation for the assaults or raids, gaps in the
wire had to be created by shellfire or other raids de-
signed solely for that purpose. German machine gun
and artillery fire then had to be concentrated on that
aren to prevent repairs to the wire prior to the planned
attack Signals had to be well established and rehearsed,
with flares fired only from the German lines to ascer-
tain their validity.

The raiding teams were divided into specialized “par-
tie=" responsible for assaulting, mopping-up, block-
ing, mobile explosive charges, escorts for prisoners,
and stratcher bearers. The team removed all identifi-
eation, including shoulder straps, 1D disks, letters,
maps, notebooks, ete. Soft caps were preferred over steel
helmets and armbands were discouraged, due to their
visibility. A password specific to the raid was then es-
tahlishad,

Extra tent shelters were taken to carry back "booty”
and also any wounded. Flashlights, luminous watches,
tape, and wire cutters were a must, along with Vary
light pistols. The pistol was to be hung around the neck
end the “bombs” (gmaades) kept in the handiest places
i hags, pochets, ote ). Daggers nnd knobkerries were consid-
ered the best possible trench raiding weapans,

Small intellipence gathering raids were performed
without artillery preparation, 5o 08 not to announce the
position intended for raiding. 1f as in larger assaalts,
artillery was used, it changed to a "hox" barrage at an
agreed-upon tme, once the attacking party was estab-
lished in the enemy position. Although shelling would
announes the intentions of the nttacker, it also demor-
alized the enemy and obhterated his men and defenses.
The Germans firmly believed that isolated pockets of
Allied resistance would melt or surrender under an ef-
ficient, swift, and overwhelming attack, with defonss
speming useless under =uch odds.,
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Preparations for Assaults

It is important to note that front line troops did not do
the initial assaulting or raiding. All preparations for the
specific task at hand were made in the rear lines with
the prepared troops moved to the front for “jumping-
off”, These men had to be well-restad, well-equipped,
and well-fed for the difficolt task ahead. Specinl squads
within the attacking parties wers designated and traimed
to take out enemy machine gun emplacements.

Troops wore given instructions to smear their helmets
with mud or elay to dull the helmet sheen. They were
alsn ordered to use extra sandbags to carry rations, am-
munition, and other supplies, in place of the pack which
was congidersd too bulky and heavy, The extra sand-
bags, having served their original function as carrying
containers, were then added to the defenses of the newly
won pogition, Greatcoats and Zelthahns were encour-
aped, while blankets were to be left behind.

No mention is made of the special assault-pack con-
figuration, but it was probably in widespread use, with
the restrictions noted. Each soldier then deciding the
method he would employ to transport his allotted mate-
rial, Each man was required to carry a shovel, with ev-
ery section alse carrying a pick-axe and other Pionier
building materials—as well as cold rations for three or
four daye.

RHifles were to be covered at the birssch with the issue
breech covers, or any suitable waterproof material. Or-
derlies, runners, and carrying parties were to be armed
with pistols for ease of running from shellhole to shell-
hole. Lighting equipment (flares, ote. ) was important for
heavy defensive engagements, so once the lines wers
taken, extra flares were supplied in large quantities,
Rations

Food which caused thirst was avoided, and each man
was instructed to carry two canteans full of tea or coft
fes, with "mineral water” carried in separate containers
in the sandbags. Rations were to be bacon, sausage (which
would keeg ), bread, rusks (light sweetoned bread usually crispad
of brewnndd in an oven ), chocolate, inned meats, and thinned
fat. Each man was to pack his rations 5o as to be inde-
pendent of others for survival. Tobacco and cigars in
large quantities were encouraged, as was alcohol in cold,
weat weather. To avoid the misuse of concentrated aleo-
hol, it was advised to mix rum and red wine with the
ten. Solidified methylated spirits were carried to heat
food for their “traveling” kitchens. Candles, carhide
lamps, and electric lamps with spare batteries were a
necessity.

Relief

In major assaults, the troops who had carried out the
assault were not immediately removed or relieved—with
the correct belief that the troops who took the enemy
position would fight more tenaciously to hold on to the

possessions they had so dearly won. Relief was usually
done within 2 or 3 days, depending on the econdition of

the men and the severity of the initial fighting, casual-
ties, sate., and often the front line troops of the positions
from which the assault was made would accomplish the
relief

Machine Gun Squads

Machine guns played an important role in containing
the enemy on the flanks of the major assaults, Officers
of machine gun companies entered the captured area
ns guickly as possible to reconnoiter positions for ma-
chine gun emplacements, Onee determined, they rap-
idly moved the needed guns and equipment forward,
Special attention was given to prepare the machine gun
squad for the assault. Gun teams were trimmed down
to one NCO and seven men. The gun commander car-
ried the water can, a telescope attached to his belt, one
reserve pun barrel in a "roughly made wood box® or
wrapped in a waterproof cloth or Zeltbahn, one con-
denser tube (steam condensing hose ), one spare lock in his
trouser pocket, one “fulding” cleaning rod (which | have
never encoundersd ), And a pair of pliers (possibly the cartridge
retrieval ongs), along with a sandbag which was used to
carry same of the equipment. The Nr. 1 man carried cne
“muxiliary mount” (the wood “artisan® trench mount, the “sled®
teimg left hahind }, and one flare pistol with a large supply
of flares. The Nr. 2 man earriad the machine gun itself
wrapped in a Zeltbahn, a tool bag attached to his belt,
and one spare lock in his pocket. The Nr 3 & 4 men
each earried one 500 round double box of ammo | ail,
grease, and tow (barrol packing & cleaning material) in sand-
bags. The Nr. b, 6, & T men vach carried one 500 round
ammo box and a number of hand grenades in their sand-
bags.

The three Section Commanders (with two orderlies each)
carried {lare guns, cartridges, and water cans. The first
orderly carried a water can and oil can in his sandbag;
the second orderly earried one water can and a belt filler
in hiz sandbag.

The Company Commander's first orderly carried a belt
filler in his sandbag, the second orderly carried one oil
can in his sandbag, and the 3rd arderly carried tow and
a belt filler in his sandbag. The one assistant armorer
carried a “No, 117 tool box in his sandbag, which is more
than likely the one pictured in The Devil's Paintbrush,
page 185, which can now be ssan in the GWM Mussum
collection.

As one can easily see from the above examples, each
man's full load was carefully planned, with the needed
supplies for the initial phase of the assault and the re-
sultant follow-up action to hold the position.

Conclusion

There can be no doubt that the American forces
learned their trench raiding from the Germans by use
of captured and translated documents, as well as through
costly and bloody mistakes, but by the end of the war,

even the Germans acknowledged the Allied Forces' com-
parable ability to wage this type of warfare,

ON THE WIRE — SPRING 1991 mn



Ristory of the Washington Guards

during the Great War

Company K (2* Virginia Volunteers),

3" Battalion of the 116™ Inianfry Regiment, 29th Inianfry Division

by Glenn E Hyatt
Frederickburg, A

grandsons of men who served with the Lee's gray

legions defending the southern cause, answered an-
other call to defend their country. In the two years that
followed, the men of Fredericksburg's Virginia Militia,
Co, K, The Washington Guard, would be called to ser
viee on the Mexican border and the Warld War One
battlefislds of France.

The Great War of 1914-1918 began in 1914 with a
gingle shot from an a2=assin's pistol slaying the Crown
Prince of Austria Although the canses were many this
single incident became the catalyst which drove the civi-
lized world to the brink of destruction and consumed
nearly an entire peneration of the flower of European
manhood. It set into motion a series of events which
shaped the history of the civilized world and would even
draw the sleepy southern town of Fredericlsburg into
the maelstrom.

Stw enty five years ago Virginians, many the sons and

Mexican Border Service

The story of Fredericksburp's Washington Guard be-
gins in 1916 with the influence the War in Europe was
having along our southern border with Mexico, Politi-
cal unrest and meddling by German agents resulted in
violence, bandit raids and bloodshed spilling onto Ameri-
can soil. The 1.8, Army mounted a punitive expedition
under the command of General John (Rlack Juck | Pershing
to drive across the boarder and capture the banditrevo-
lutionary Pancho Villa. Villa eluded capturs but there
were confrontations with Mexican regular troeps. The
situation deteriorated until A near state of war existed
with Mexico, On June 18, 1916 the War Department
called out the State Militia, mobilizing 145,000 National
Guardsmen, including the Virginians.

In a dramatic flare, Co. K commander, Capt. Gunyard M.
Harrison, had the bell at the city court house sound the alarm
fior thie men of the Washington Guard to assemble. The pa-
pers ran announcements that voluntesrs were needed to Gl
the ranks, unifirms wers issued and the men of Co. K mobi-
Heed to defend the southern border fom the Mexican threat.
Un June 23, 1916, Co, K left Frederickshiung for the mobiliza-
tion center in Richmond and by July 6 they were on their
way to the Texas barder town of Brovmnsvills

The time passed with the volunteers of Fredericksburg
spending their days in camp drilling and trying to cope
with the boredom of camp life. War failed to materialize
nnd in February 1917 the Natienal Guard troops were
withdrawn, ordered to return to their homes. Co. K.
returned to Frederickshurg on February 28, 1917 and
the returning haroes were honored with a parade
through the eity to the tune of "Carry Me Back to OI
Virginny." They were mustered vut on February, 28,
1917 with a company strength of 55 men.

The Second Call

Mo sooner did the men of Co. K begin to settle hack
into their roles as civilians than their lives again faced
disruption. Germany resumed its campaign of unre-
stricted submarine warfare, attacking all shipping en-
tering specibied war zones without warning, resulting
in the loss of American lives. German spies were found
active within the U5, many slipping in from Mexico,
and were eredited with several entastrophic munitions
nccidents, A final insult to neutral Americn come whan
the British released the content of a secret Germnn com-
mupication to the Mexican povernment, The
“Limmermann Communication” promisad to cede Ameri-
can territory back to Mexico if she would enter into &
the war as an ally against the U5,

It was time to finally stand with the Allies in Europe,
Onee sguin, the call o the colors went out on Mareh 26,
1917 and Co, K was mustered for service, On April &,
1917 President Woodrow Wilson—loft with few alterna-
tives—asked for a Declaration of War between the
United States and the Central Powers of Europe, in-
cluding Germany, Austrin snd Turkey. In almost the
sami stroke the Nationnl Guard scross the United States
was federalized for training and sendee in Franes,

OUn April 12, in response to the perceived spy threat
and sabotage, Co. K moved to Culpepper, Virginia to
protect the bridges along the route of the Southern Rail
Road. Capt. Harrison posted his command at Culpepper
and former 1st Sgt—now 1st Li—Alexander Stone took
g contingent to Lynchburg.

In August of 1917 the Virginia troops began moving to
Anniston, Alahams for training, The first arrivals in this
sleepy southern town found only 1900 acres of rough wil-
dirniess. They were formed up and marehed miles through
thie dust to a hillside eovered with brush and told this was

g ettt i i il el i et e W g gy i i

12

ON THE WIRE — SPRING 19297



thetr home, Camp McClellan. The men set to work, build-
ing quarters and erecting huge tent cities,

Co. K was assigned, along with the other Virginia NG
troops, to the 116th Infantry organized from the lst,
2nd and 4th VA Infantry. These were the pillars of the
Commonwealth, directly tracing their lineage to the
immortal Stonewall Brigade of Civil War fame. The Vir-
ginians joined with the Maryland, New Jersey and Wash-
ington DC National Guard to be organized as the 29th
Diivision. Since the 29th was composed of units tracing
their lineage to regiments which faced each other on
the great battlefields of the Civil War, they chose as their
nickname “the Blue-Gray Division" and selected the
Korean good luck symbaol, twisting a blue and gray flash
together, as their logo.

Camp building and training kept the volun-
tears busy throughout the winter and spring
of 1918, Co, K, initially composed of the
Fredericksburg Washington Guard vol-
unteers, was filled out to a strength of
250 with other volunteers from the
Covington Virginia area. Under the
enmmand of Lt. Alexander Stone they
were assigned as part of the 58th
Brigade, Third Battalion of the 116th
Infontry.

More than ready to be “Over Thera,”
the 29th struck camp on June 13, 1918
and made their way hy train to the ports
of embarkation on the Enst Const Thay
finally sailed for France on June 15, 1918

aboard the L1585, Finland to join the AEF | Amerion
Exgestitbionary Fogve ),

France

The 116th first set foot on the soil of France at St
Nazaire, June 27th, 1915, after an uneventful voyvage
{although there wers some submarine scares), On Jul:q" 2 I‘.hE}"
waore loaded into box cars marked 40 Hommes—8
Chevaux (40 men or 8 borses | and shipped to a "quiet zone”
in the Alsace Sector near the town of Geuwenheim. Here
they moved into the trenches for their final phase of
training in modern trench warfare.

St. Mihiel

By September 1918 the new lst American Army fi-
nally began operating solely as an American unit under
General John J. Pershing’s command. Pershing'’s AEF
was responsible for the area northeast of Paris betwean
Verdun and St. Mihiel in the Alsace sector of France, It
was a shell torn nightmare, reduced to lunar landscapes
and salted with the bones of hundreds of thousands of
men lost in the ttanic struggles of 1915-1917, In this
area the war had ground to a stalemate behind mile
after mile of hardened fortifications sheltered by for-
pats of barbed wira,

The 28th, still new to the lines, was kept in reserve
during the initial campaign centerad around St. Mihiel,

In this campaign the AEF proved iteelf in n dramatic
stroke, capturing the St. Mihiel salient in a matter of
days. The French were immediately impressed, I:nw_ing
wastad the blood of tens of thousands of its best soldiers
in one unsuccessful attempt after another to capture
the same ground.

Meuse Argonne

Om Sept. 25th the 28th moved north near the town of
Bar-le-Duc, 70 miles behind the Verdun lines, however,
they were still kept in reserve. The AEF was reposition-
ing itself for a British, French and American coordinated
push aimed at striking a final blow before the winter of
1918-1919 set in.

When the storm broke at Zero Hour on Sept. 26 1918,

men of the Z8th reported seeing the horizon
for miles east and west alight with the flash
of blazing cannon. The vibrations shook
the very structures of the buildings
they were in. The curtain was up on

the final phase of the Great War
Assault on Malbrouek Hill October

8, 19118

Finally, on Oct. 3, the 2%th was re-
leased from reserve and nssigned to
the eommand of the French 17th

Army Corps. On Oect. Gth they re-
ceived orders to join with the French
18th Div, for a push east of the Meuse
River. Their ohjective was to attack the
hoights along the river and drive the enemy

from the Consenvoye Woods, and the ruined towns
of Haumont and Ormont. From thess heights the en-
emy guns were targeting the American positions beyond
and around Montfaucon to the west.

The 25th and the 18th French divisions wers ordered
to anchor their right on the Meuse at Samogneux then
sweep east and north. They were to assault the heavily
entrenched positions at Malbrouck, Consenvoye,
Ormont, Molleville Farm, Haumont and Etraye,

The 116th had as its ohjective Malbrouck Hill and Ca,
K was a part of the assaulting battalion. Their initial
front was a quarter of a mile with penetration to be 4.5
miles. The key position was Malbrouck Hill, 336 meters
high. It was rough country, rolling from deep wooded
ravines to steep thickly wooded hills and ridges. The
assault would be over open shell torn ground to enemy
lines hidden in brush and woods along the crest. They
were to drive through the woods toward Molleville Farm
some 2500 meters in the rear then on to the Grand
I'-I![untagnu, clearing the enemy from their fortified posi-
tions.

Zero hour, SAM Oct. 8, 1918, the 3rd Battallion set
out in assault formation: Co. I, (Capt. Robert Conrnd ) on the
right, Co. M. (Capt. Barksdnle ) following 600 meters in sup-
port. Co. L, (Capt. Ewart Johnston) on the left, Co. K, (18 Lt
Alexunder H. Stone of Fredermhksburg) following in support at
500 meters of interval. For further support, a platoon of
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4 machine guns on the right and left along with the
Stokes mortars between the assaulting support lines.
Total strength was 1,100 mon and 21 Officers.

The artillery opened at 0500 with a fixed barrage on
the enemy positions and 300 matere in advance of the
assaulting companies to lkeap the enemy down. The bar-
rage walked up the hillside moving forward as a shield
to protect the assnulting Virginians until they could get
through the wire and into the enemy lines. The men
advanced with rifles at the high port, At the same time,
the 115th Maryland on the left and the 66th Fronch
Colonials on the right joined the assault,

It took the snemy artillery 20 minutes to react, but by
that time some of the lend eloments of the assaulting
units had reached the enemy wire and cut their way
through. The enemy barrage raked the 3rd Battalion
front to rear, and flank to flank but the wide disburse-
ment of the men was an advantage and alloweéd them to
surge forward.

The enemy advance line extended in front of the hill
crest and, as was their custom, thinly held and fall
readily to the skirmishers without much of a problem,
By Zero+2 the 2nd line had been token, apain without
much resistance.

The crest of Malbrouck was the enemy main line con-
sisting of a series of trenches and fortification which
wove through the wooded expanse on the crest over-
lnoking the Meuse River Valley, The assaulting units
reached it by 0930 and found a determined foe, holding
A superior and heavily fortified position. Additonal prob-
lems developed when the French on the right wers held
up, leaving an exposed right flank. Te comphcate mat-
ters contact with the Marylanders of the 115th on the
left had been lost

From just beyvoend the erest, the Virginians hegan to
receive heavy machine gun, rifle, grenade and
Minenwerfer fire. The advance began to slow and the
men coming up from behind began to bunch up before
the wire. The situation they were in was tnking a rapid
turn for the worse. With a determined, dug in enemy in
their front, they began to take sudden heavy artillery
fire from the heights of Bois I)' Haumont now almost
diroctly in their rear. As if things could not get worsa,
the Virginians began receiving long range rifle and
machine gun fire from the right rear in the direction of
the Ormont Farm in the French sector. Enemy planes
dropped from the sky and began to sweep the lines of
the 116th now bunched before the wire on the crest. Lt
Dinges, the only surviving officer of Co, I, turned and
lod an assault on the Haumont Farm, wiping out four of
the enemy heavy machine guns and driving the artil-
]Er‘j‘ AWHY. LFor his nffort he wan awanded o Silver Hrarl

With the fire subsiding from the Haumont area, Capt,
Ewnrt Johnston (s 1.) launched an attack on the flank
of Malbrouck Hill. Lt. Alexander Stone and Co. K of
Fredericksburg lunged into the foray. Stone took a en-
emy MG emplacement by himself using n pistol and
grengdes. Co’s L and K overran the positions on
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Malbroock at the poeint of the bayvonet. The two compa-
nies destroved several key positions, and captured 210
prisomers. In addition they captured 18 honvy MGs,
many light MGs (Lewis type), two 6" guns, three 7TTmm
Funs, as well as a food and ammo dump, For their hero-
iem in mction Capt. Johnston and Lt Stone were sach
awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, a gallantry
awnrd which is second anlv to the Congressional Madal
of Honor.

By the end of the day the 3rd Battalion cleared out
the crest ol Malbrouck and begun to move west through
the woods toward the Molleville Farm, The cost had been
22 killed and 65 wounded.

Detober 9th through the 14 was spent mopping wp
the enemy pogitinne and preparing for the attack against
the enemy dug in on the edge of the Molleville Farm
clearing. One of the keys to the position was a ridgs
known as Bultry Woods which stretched from west to
east into the Malleville elearing from the Gran Montagne
woods on the other side. Driving like a wedge toward
the 29th line it was heavily defended by enemy MG nests
and provide sweeping fire across the entire farm area.

Asgsault on the Molleville Farm,
October 15, 1918

Cold rains fell intermittently all day and night of Oe-
tober 14th. As dawn of the 15th broke, a dense fog
shrouded the farm clearing. From the mist rose the ru-
ins of the Maolleville Farm just in front of the 116th lines,
At 0B00 the first line advanced into the open aAnd =non
was enveloped in the fog. The second wave followed at
L0 meters but as the 2nd wave emerged from the woods
into the field the fog began to lift. The enemy opensd
from the wooded ridge on the right with rifle and MG
fire. The left ndvanced steadily but the right was in se-
rigus trouble, talang intense fire from their front and
the wooded ridge. The men pressed on, with the right in
difficulty, the woods ahead on the opposite side of the
elearing had to be taken; they could not be pinned in
the open.

Battalion commander Maj. H. L. Opie recognized the
developing emergency and brought forward the Battal-
ion HQ Co. complets with all its runners, seouts, signal
men, volunteers from the Sanitary Detachment and the
erews from the Stokes Mortar company, He formed them
into a skirmish line and they advanced toward the
Montagne Woods opposite the Molleville Farm clearing.

Co. [, with Co. K following, secured a foothald in the
wiods to the front left but they were facing hitter resis-
tance, repulsing several counter attacks and in desper-
ate need of support. The HQ detachment, armed prima-
rily with pistols, advanced in short rushes without fir-
ing—their pistols being ineffective at anything except
ghort range.

As the HQ proup closed within 200 vards of the woods
they began to receive oblique fire from enemy guns to the
left of the Montagne Woode Opie wheeled the line and
drove straight into the wood on the left of the farm. The
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drove straight into the wood on the left of the farm. The
enemy, believing they were facing & heavy sttack under
eover of the fog, panicked and hastily withdrew. Althongh
the pressure on the |left had been relieved, the drd Hatt
HG was eompletsly shattered. As they poined the enemy
positions it had become a “pvery man for himsslf” seramble
s the mereiless MG, sniper and Minenwerfer fire hegan
to poar-in, Battalion Adjotant Wills was the only remain-
ing unwounded man with Maj. Opie's unit. He was or-
dered to make a dash for it and et help, The men of HG
company were packed into the diteh along the road board-
ing the woods intermixed with the dead and wounded
Muon escaped with their lives by being buried beneath tha
bodies of their comrades

Mzj, Opie finally made s way across the front to a
sheltered zone where men from Co, [ and K wers fiphting
under the command of L4, Stone. The remander of thess
two companies had crossed the clearing and penetroted
thewoods on the left. Maj, Opie (ovon though paimfully woundsd
with the loss of several fingers) and Lt Stone pathered about 18
men and drove into the woods across the flank, They
cleared the enemy from the woods and routing the MG
nests, saving the remainder of the HOQ company

Through the woods ran o emall 60em rail read, branch-
ing in a “Y" with lines running enst and west. LE. Stone
pnd a small group made up of Co. K and | survivors
encountersd a large group of the enemy at the Y. The
Americans immedintely attacked, destroving the Ger
man position and routing the enemy back down the KR
line, Lt. Stone and his handful of men dug in on
the eastward fork of the RR, fighting for 3
hours in a nearly eontinuous action until 1 I
the line was built up and the front ex- "*-', Ly
tendetd, All afternoon efforts to extend the
front held by Co, I nnd K were met by
intense counter attncks. Ammunition
was pxhausted and they were or |
dered to hald the line with

&

the bayonet if neceéssary

Late in the afternoon there was a break, Cpl. John J
Mezoff of Sussex Co., Va. and 3 men of Co. E reported to
Maj. Opie with 19 prisoners of an enemy MG unit. The
4 heavy MGs had been in position south of the Montagne
woods along the ridge. Thess were the guns which shot
ap the 3rd Battalion so badly when they crossed the
clearing. The enemy Lt explained that he had held his
post until they had been cut off and almost surrounded
Finally opting to save himself and his men by surren-
dering to Cpl. Mezoll and his squad. Cpl. Mezoff won
the DSC and the French Croix de Guerre for his action

As darkness closed, the southern halfof the Montagne
Woods was securely in the hands of the drd Battalion.
Machine Guns were broupght up and defsnsive positions
prepared in the shambles of the forest. Betore daylight
the marning of the 16th, the 3rd Battalion and the sur-
vivors of Co, K were relieved by reserves of the 1st Bat
talion. Although the 3rd Bat returned to combat two
days later and continued to participate to some axtent
in subsequent actions, the assault on the 15th was the
high tide of their advanee and activity in the Great War
The 29th remained in reserve until the Armistice on
November 11, 1918

Armistice, Winter and Return

After the Armistice the 116th remaimed mn camp until
March 15, 1919, The spring brought the long seught
return to home, departing on May 10th aboard the
[T55 Matsonin, They landed at Newport News on May
21, 1918, After o series of reviews and parades, the vet-
granz of the Great War

were releassd on
May 29, 1919
AR the 2%th
Divisian
passad mnt
history

P/

Lan L Arl from “The TTth Infaniry Oivésan, 1817-1916
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the veterans returned to their communities, many to
become the leaders for the next half century, Capt.
Alexander Stone of Co. K was decorated in France with
the Distinguished Service Cross. After the War he be-
came the Fire Chief of Fredericksburg, retaining the
post until his death in the "60s. Co. K, the Washington
Guard, was dissolved, replaced by Battery F, 111 Field
Artillery in the post WWI era.

The Final Count

The battles on the 8th and 15th had besn pure infan-
try actions with specinl weapons and artillery having
little effect. The success was attributed to the unsur-
passed actz of individual bravery and leadership of both
officers and men alike. However, without the heavy fog
cloaking the movements of the assaulting waves from
enemy fire on the 15th it i= doubitful a single man would
have made it across the Molleville Farm clearing alive.
The fog had equalized the enemy ndvantage of position,
shelter, field of fire and that grim reaper of the battle-
field, the Machine Gun. Eight days of almost constant
fghting had reduced the battalion to a more skeleton of
ite former strength. The strength reports for the 3rd
Battalion the morning of the 16th when relieved dem-
mnstrated the intensity of the fighting

Co. I hdd 1 ofTicer and 86 men, Co. K had 1 officer and
5l men, Co. L had 2 officers and 85 men, Co, M had 2
officers and 54 men, Ird Bat. HQ had only 3 officars
laft.

This brought a total of @ officers and 2756 men surviv-
ing out of the original complement of 24 officers and
790 men. They hnd been reduced to nearly 309 of their
orginal streagth.

Fredericksburg lost the following sons in the desper-
ate action:

Olive 0. Olive of Co, K, was operating a captured
MG, holding out against one of the counter attacks. As
deseribed by one of his comrades to his family after the
return of the veterans from France: “Ollie climbed into
a tree to have a better line of fire on the enemy with the
MG His position was located by the enemy and a with-
ering fire cut him down. He didn't suffer but was killed
outright.” Ollie fell at the age of 19, defonding his com-
rades.

Fvt. Harry L. Bowen, another son of Fredericksburg,
died of wounds received at the Maolleville Farm only 16
days before the Armistice,

Pvt, Guy R. Hall, also met his fate, killed in action at
the Molleville Farm.

Pvt. Robert L. Jenkins, a veteran of the old 2nd Va.
and service with Co. K on the Mexican Border, killed in
action at the Molliville Farm.

For the peried of 1008 throagh 10016 the Virginians of
the 116th were awarded 1 Congressional Medal of
Honor (Sgu. Earl [, Gregory. HG Co |, 39 Distinguished Ser-
vice Crosses, and a vanety of foreign decorations.

The men wha went “Over There™ to fipht the War to
End all Wars are nearly all pone now, those once great

legions of Doughboys of the AEF have faded into & thin
ling of frall men all in their 90's. We cannot let their
deeds and valor be forgotten and we cannot let the
memaory of their sacrifice fade into the dust of time.

A Return to the Battlefield

Chver the past few vears | have had the opportunity to
vizit the battlefislds where the men of Fredericksburg
fought so desperately in October of 1918, Malbrouck Hill
and the Molliville Farm lay much the same as they did
in Oetober with only the forest covering the scars of
1818.

The enemy pogitions on Malbrouck Hill lay blanketed
under the jumble of a recent logging vperation. How-
ever, o stroll through the remuining trenches and the
tebris of the logging operation lend a particalarly eerie
realism to the events that took place there long ngo.
Trenches are still defined and shards of barbed wire jut
from the forest floor, The remains of eraters blankest
the area and rusted iron splinters can be found where
the logring operation has cut into the sarth beneath
the forest. Along the old battle lines lay the remaing of
ane time entrances to the enemy under ground galler-
ies and bomb proof dugouts. They lay partially collapsed,
the rotted timbere of the tunnel supports jutting up-
ward like rotted testh. The sound of the guns and the
din of combat has been replaced by the pastoral scenes
af the French countryside,

Tha Molliville Farm has risen from the nshes and boon
rebuilt. However, the farm clearing is the same as it
was in 1918, Along the southern edge of the clearing
the 29th jump-off point was just within the edge of the
woids. A= you step into the cover of the forest the evi-
dence of the battle iz everywhere. The 29th ocoupied
thizs position the night prior to the assault and it is still
strewn with American gear and abandoned ammuni-
tion, | found a pile of US Stokes Mortar rounds stacked
like logs next to one of the mortar pits, its crew pressed
into action by Major Opie. Abandoned grenades, still at
the ready, lay on the top of the foxholes dug by the 3rd
battalion overlooking the farm. T picked up a German
helmet pierced by a bullet and abandoned along the
waonds edge as the enemy fell back to the north of the
clearing.

On the far side of the farm clearing lay the enemy
positions assaulted by the Virginians. They still lay in
shambles, ruined eoncrete bunkers ripped open by some
great force and the area pocked marked by shell cra-
ters, While kicking the leaves in a MG nest | scuffed up
a (erman bayonet abandoned by its prier owner in the
haste of battle 75 vears ago. | located the area where
the MGs had been surrounded by Cpl. Mezoff and his
squad from Co. E. There in the dark pines after all these
decades a rusted “Sled Type” German MG mount stll
stands silent vigil over the Molleville farm elearing.
Behind it, the empty ammo cans lay where they were

Washington Guards
Continued on page 1

B = e .

16

ON THE WIRE — SPRING 1997



by Emst Delksheimer
Central Powers Representifve

last OTW for me to report. The most significant

has bean the memorial service to dedicate the new
site. | was privileged to speak for the Germans at the
ceremony and greatly enjoyed dinner with the Ander
gon family the svening before, Mark Anderson’s mother
{th chnughiter of Caesar Kranss ] and father, along with other
family made for s memorable time. On behalfof the Cen-
tral Powers, | would personally like to thank Mark
Anderson (for the gift of the progerty), Rick Keller and Phil
Behreiar (e working so bard on the memordal detwlls) Ernis
'E'-cm'.'!n Lfor Lha mits g paralinn and mpandimenl | .-'I:I'Ll:! aur hnrd
working president Marv Chadab (swh dreamt up the way tie
cermmaotiy should o). These men had truly enabled our hobly
to go forward with a bright future. On other notes—we
hove one bunker bazically finished (MW12) and another
dug and well on its way to being built (TRed), 1 have re-
caived o request from TR92 to begin constriction of thedr
bunicer which they are requesting to be next to IHG3.
Central Powers Units, as you have the funding and the
drive to get a8 bunker underway, plaase know that you
must submit, IN DETAIL, your request (inchuding desirod
et beidkling tvge, monstructlon plans snd moiterials ) to the Cen-
tral Powers Hep BEFORE vou can procesd. T will for-
ward copies on to the site commities and upon approvol

C here has been a fair amount of activity sines the

Central Powers l

Trenches

ﬁ 32
=
r L]

Cenfral Powers Rep Corner

you can proceed, A bi-partizan document entitled “Site
Regulations for the Great War Association” hins been
completed, approved and sent to your unit commander
and/or unit representative. In order that the site ba die-
veloped with consistency and historical accuracy, these
regulations are vital and folks—mandatory, Please he
warned, if you or your unit build outside of these guide-
lines or do not get Site Committes approval, your trench
ar bunker improvement will he removed. We stmply must
develop this site correctly and with a careful eye to the
landowner's concerns The last area I would like to briefly
discuss 18 the trenches. Both Jeff Holder (the Allied Fepl
and mysell have received numerous comments on how
the tremches are too closa to ench other, We have dis-
cussed this and would like to propose changes which
should remedy this situntion somewhnt. Basically, the
left of the German Lne (right of the Alliss) would be left
alone. The main changs would be in the left and center
of the Allied and German lines. To these we would aban-
don the front line and curve the line away, creating &
larger no-man's land, When finished, the left and right
of the line would have |arper no-man's land, with the
center coming closer together, See the drawing below

Both Jeff Holder { Allis et Commelioe Chalrman) and
I would love to have your comments. It is our intention
to work with the site commitites on this idea and moke
it hnppen. Thus, if you have any thoughts, please con-
tact Jeff Holder at 717-764-0649 or Deks at 513-522-
1131 ASAP

o L4
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-

T~ Old trench linas
o et & oawly il

_-.\-\--__

N Trgrcn [l

*

OMN THE WIRE — SPRING 1997

17



577 E

e

e

The Frederick, Maryland-based "Stars and Stripes Wing" of the Confederate Air Force is in need of
Volunteers to help man key positions for the 1597 "Wings of Freedom” airshow at the Frederick
Airport, to be held 23-24 August, 1997,

This is the fourth year for this huge display of WWII aircraft. Last year over 25,000 people attended
the 2-day show, and this year, we hope to improve on that figure

You can be an inside part of the show with “backstage” access. We need your help manning regis-
tration, ticket and admission gates, perimeter access, reserved seating, corporate sponsor areas,
traffic control, veteran's tents, wheelchair assistants—you name it

Volunteers get free on-site parking, a duty station in full view of the sky, a thoroughly forgettable box
lunch, enough water to stave off dehydration, a really first class tan and complete satisfaction from
helping the Confederate Air Force put on a great event. And... you get to be all "touchy-feely” with
stuff like B-17s and He-111s and Zekes and all kinds of neat things!

We need help every day for a week before the show and at least 2 days after, setting-up and
tearing-down. You'll have an absolute blast, and get some great stories to tell.

If you'd like to sign on and be a part of a great organization, please call or wnte:
Col. Paul H. Smith

206 Montgomery Ave
Mount Airy, MD 21771-5495

(301) 829-2692

%HH_*#—H-*—H.WW
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Words From the

by Tirn Goodwin
Central Powers Combat Commander

have had an enjoyable time at the Fall Event, al-

though this probably won't be ranked as one of our
more memorable events. There were several things
which detracted fram the combat phase, specifically the
lenpthy safety mesting (which necsssitwted o late start], tho
early standown and the unusually high rate of injuries
iwhich broke up several good sconnrdos), The first two things
involve secheduling, which can be handlad batwesn my-
self and the Allied Combat Commander, 1t is the safety
is=ue that I would like to address.

Dur hobby is growing at a rapid pace and there are a
lot of new faces on the battlefield. Many of our recruits
are new to reenacting and don't fully comprehend the
dangers associated with GWA sponsored events. I ob-
served reveral safety infractions in the Fall, the most
serinus of which involved two reeraits who had NEVER
READ the Safety Rules. (Not knowing the safety rules ks inex.
cusable ] | am asking everyone to stay alert with regard
to safety and correct any infractiong as they occur.
Should anyone give vou a hassle, then report it up vour
chain-of-command and it will be dealt with! I realize
some of the Safety Rules are a bit trivial, but we don't
want anyone injured. Trench warfare is a lot different,
and in many ways more hazardous, than any other type
of Living History. Our ohjective is to go to Newville,
have a great time and do some serious living history, all
without anyone getting hurt. Enough said—T'll now get
off my soapbox.

Planning has already begun on tactical scenarios for
the Spring Event. It is still my desire to keep the com-
bat going well into the night, so plan to dress warmly.

Gmeﬁng&! Everyone I have spoken with seems to

continued from page 16

thrown out behimd by the crew. At the "Y" of the small
ER 1 found the foxholes from which Stone's group de-
fended the flank, a rotted Doughboy's boot remained
along with discarded ammunition and spent cartridge
CAsEes,

The pristing condition of this battlefield is not a unigue,
much of the Argonne Forest remaing as it was aban-
doned after the War. The practical French farmers in

Central Powers Combar Commander

Utilizing the Chain-of-Command for controlling tacti-
eal evolutions seems to be working and will continue to
be emphasized. Pleass keep in mind, for our overall strat
egy to be effective, participants must follow the orders
of their Unit'Abteilung commanders, We must also keep
everyone up and down the Chain-of-Command informed
ns to what is happening. We have many serious reenae-
tors in this hobby whose sole desire is to act out WWI
living history to the best of their ability! Thus, when-
ever we are on the battlefield, let us all sirive to main-
tain a serious first person impression!!!

I would like to commend GWA President Marv
Chadab and Phil Schreier for all their hard work in
putting together the dedication ceremony for the Cae-
sar Krauss Great War Memorial Site. This took a lot
of work and was well received by evervone! From what
I understand, Mrs. Anderson (ihis site s dedieatid wo her 5
ther) was in tears by the time we had the laving of the
wreaths. (Food Jab!

Congratulations to IR92 in capturing Capt. LoCicero,
the Allied Combat Commander! Per my challenge, T per-
sonally delivered a case of good German beer to TR92's
campsite Satorday evening. 1 think we all had a great
time downing it and singing around the campfire.

As a final note, 1 also would like to thank Dennis
Connore and Les Peters for their efforts in setting-up
and coordinating the field telephone system linking the
Abteilunpgen together. On their own initiative, they ob-
tained the equipment, strung the wire and manned the
phones. The Spring 1997 event will soon be upon us, so
bepin thinking about vour impression. Should anyone
need to contact me for any reason, my home telephone
number is (614) 427-3544. See vou in April!

fosptncm Aot e

i de.n. Timothy E. Goodwin

this rural area look upon the “relics” as just so much
rusted junk. Even though there were post-war salvage
efforts, the tremendous expanse of the Western Front
hans left many pockets just a8 they were when the boys
came marching home again, These battlefields will not
remain forever and | recommend that anvone who has
an interest in this period of our heritape make the trip
“Over There” and enjoy a near time travel experience.

ON THE WIRE — SPRING 1991 19



Caesar Krauss—

Che [Mlan Behind Che [Memorial

by Mark Anderson

esar Krauss was my maternal grand
father. He was & member of the National
Army from Sept, 30 1917, until his hon-
orable discharge on June 7, 1919 Being from
Marvland at the time of his enlistment, he
became a member of the 79th Division in Col,
Claude Sweezey's 313th Infantry Regiment
{“Baltimore's Own“}. His basic training was
completed during the particularly harsh win-
ter of 1917-18 at Fort Meade, Md. He even-
tually earned his Corporal stripes and was
assigned to the 3rd battalion 4th platoon of
Company M.

Born in Eastern Germany in 1889, my
prandfather eventually want on to serve in
the Czar's Hussars at the age of 21. I is likely
that his Russian military service resolted in
his promotion to corporal in the A E.F.
CGrandad immigrated to the United States
eighter late in 1911 or early in 1912, As we
are all aware, America’s Army, at the onset
of the war, was willing and enthusiastic, but
was short of military experience. Grandad'’s
military background would have been ree-
ogruzed and appreciated

The 313th embarked for France on July 8,
1918 aboard the luxury liner Leviathan con-
verted into a troopship and resplendent in
its dazzle camouflage. The transatlantic
crossing took six days. Un the division's ar-
rival in Brest France, on July 14, the inexpe-
rienced doughboys were given combat train-
ing by experienced Allied veterans and lasted
until early September, On Sept. 7, 1918 the
was committed to the inferno. They pro-
ceeded to the front traveling along the well
worn “Sacred Way”. The 313th relieved the
471st Inf. Regiment, who were American Black
troops assigned to the French Army. On Sept. 13
the regiment took part in a defensive action,

The 7T9th went on the offense on the 25th of Sapt.
Their assignment was to capture the towns of
Montfaucon and Nantillais. This action was the
first phase of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive which

20

Caesar Krauss betore he moved to Amernca, Snown dun.ng nis
service as @ Hussar in the Russian Army

invalved simultaneous attacks by four army
groups, American, Belgian, French and British.
My grandfather's picture album which is one of
my prized possessions shows many photographs
of the ground that his unit covered during the of-
fensive. There are photos of Montfaucon Woods
in which Company M captured its first German
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prisoners. There are also pho-
tos of the destroyed Mont-
taucon church, which are es-
sentially unchanged to this day
The town was rebuill a mile
from its original location dur-
g the Great War, Whean | vis-
ited Montfaucon in 1986, 1
found the ruins to be as the pic-
tures taken in 1918 depicted
them. The album alse contains
photos of Chateau Mont{aucon
used by the Crown Prince as an
abservation post during the
battle for Verdun. The 313th
reached Nantillois by the end
of September. Their struggle
was intense and casualties
were heavy and Company M
lost two sergeants, three corpo-
rals and thirteen privates.

Muost of the month of October
was spenl in defensive posi-
tions. The 79th was ordered to
the offensive on Oct. 27. The
d13th was to launch an attack
on Nov, 6, but was their sector
was subjected to an intense ar-
tillery bombardment (high explo-
sives and shrapnell),

My mother remembers that
every year, the week before Ar-
mistice Day, Grandad took the
day off from work. When ques-
tioned about this he told her
that he had been in terrible
hattle and did expect to survive,
He prayved that if God saw fit
to spare his life he would honor
the occagion as a Sabbath day.
(Grandad was a member of the
Choptank of the Masonic lodge)
To our knowledge, Grandad never worked on that
day again.

Caesar Krauss died on his 58th birthday when
I was only thirty months old. He is buried in the
Baltimore National Cemetery. Of all the souve-
nirs and mementos that he had collected and
saved from the Great War, only his picture album
and his medals remain. The rest was, after his
funeral, picked up by the junkman. Much to the
delight of Rick and Dean of Great War Militaria, |
have been trying to replace this loss for most of
my adult life.
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Corporal Caesar Krauss, shown here as a member of the 73th ID, most likely at the
end of the war

This site 18 my lasting tribute to my Grandad
and his comrades as well as to his allies and ad-
versaries. The purchase and development of the
Caesar Krauss Great War Memorial Site in
Upper Muffin Township, Pa. will provide a “liv-
ing" tribute to be used by Great War historians
and enthusiasts forever.
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(from sizes 5 through 15)

MANIFEST DESTINY
75H Pelican Way. San Rafael, CA 94901
Warehouse: (415) 456-1776 * Pager (415) 997-1945

A DESCRIPTION OF OUR ANKLE BOOTS WITH GOOD UPPERS:

POOR Sole tresd may noed reparrs or replacement. Sculfed uppers 515
{greal for German reenaciors needing lenher soles)
WORN Innier sole tread is almost smooth with littke tread showing 520
FAIR Inner sole tread is worn smooth &t the center or nde. 525
OO0 Inner sole tread is worn 50% Edge tread wom smooth. 335
V.G Inner tresd heginning (o wear, Outer edge tread worm. S40
EXC Striching worn off. Shallow culer tread on edge indaci 550
WEW Stitching intact Shallow outer tread on edge inise 60
DESCRIFTION OF OUR ANKLE BOOTS WITH WORN UPPERS (W.L.):
w.uU &l POOE CONDITION ankle boot. Upper has dent bud 18 wearshie 510
W.U =L WUORN 10 FAIK OUND ankle boot. Upper has dent but is wearsble 520
W.U, #3 OO0 w VG COND ankce boot. Upper has dent but 5 wearabic., $30
TOE SHAPES ' SQUARE, ROUND, WEDME
COLORS L1 BROWN, BROWN, RUSSET BRN, Drk BROWN, & BLACK

ALL BOOTS : Squarc woe ankle boots are the most common, Round toe, and then Wedge
Availablity of stzes and stvies limiiod by condition.
Please include an allernative order or phone number 1o expedite orders.
“D" width ankie boots available.

SHIPPING & HANDLING: {add $6.00 S/H per pair for small orders) *(CA Res. add Sales Tax).
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A Guide to Better:
Reenacting

by Emst Deksheimer
I ARG

don't know about vou, but T am tired of plaving “bang-

bang, vour dead!.. No I'm not, vou missed!” at com-

bat events. Mavbe it stems from my passage into
middle age or possibly that T have played our game in
the trench for fifteen yvears now. [ don't know. . but whilse
I must confess my favorite times at WWI1 have bean and
still are the living history that goes on in the trenches
and bunkers. 1 still liks to go “over the top.” But some-
thing must change. Admittedly, we used to have more
land between the trenches where surveillanee and snaak
attacks could form and where before we had less men to
hold the line or make the breakthrough occur. However,
now we have other opportunities such as mass attacks,
artillary bombardments, plane strafing and larger, mors
realistic unite. Dog-gone it! Now [ went and said the *R”*
word, "REALISTIC!™

What is missing in our trench warfars? [ know we are
still shy on bunkers and definitely need more work on
the field, but it is the REALISM that the individual
brings to the event that has really slipped!! Many of us
are historinns, by trade or by sineere love. We know the
statistics.. between a third and a half of those commit-
ted become casualties!! We know the effect of machine
gun fire and grenades how the Germans would use
their MG's to fire in a diagonal pattern which created a
web of fire that crisserossed the field and was almost
gure death; or the simple fact that a single hand-gre-
nade could wipe out an entire squad in 4 confined area.
What about gas...an mwful weapon which killed and
maimed where the wind blew? Comrades,. ] think many
of us sither do not grasp the effect of these weapons or
perhaps more basic here, what we are trving to creats
at this field.

Cwer the next issues of On the Wire we will discuss
the affect of some of these weapons of destruction that
were 50 successful on the field of battle. It is important
that we know their effect in order that we can respond
in & manner of realism. It is to the second portion of my
thoughi—that perhaps many do not kmow what the GWA
is tryving to create at the Cassar Krauss Great War
Memaorial Site—that [ would like to briefly discuss

Many, if not a majority, of the members of the GWA
have and still do participate in other reenacting units
and periods. But what made WWI reenacting so spe-
cial, so different, was the realism that we brought to
this one period of history. Look at the uniforms of Civil

War, WWII, Rev War, etc. Only here in WWI have I ever
bean chalienged on my kit. We have great debates,
squabbles and out and out fights over how authentic in
appearance we can make ourselves. This is the only or-
ganization | know that enforces a haircut rule! And
why. because we have the desire to make ourselves into
the best! It is what drew me and many others to this re-
enactment society. We have trench masters to ensure
our bunkers and treanches are reproduced in an histori-
cal manner and authenticity inspectors to torrect our
uniforms. Then we walk on the field and blow the whole
thing with a lack of attitude and a “bang-bang”™ mental-
ity! We have to some degree always had this problem,
but with inereazing numbers and a lack of bunkers, itis
becoming an epidemie.

Let's talk specifics. Trench life. Soldiers of the period
did not talk about battles much from what I can tell;
they talked about everyday life., homa, family, career,
politics, religion, crappy food, poor leaders, and just com-
mon occurrences. | can't tell you how annoying it is to
spend tons of money to get outfitted and drive for ten
hours to stand in a trench and then hear people talking
about how neat the last Civil War event was! We only
live in the trenches for three days, twice a year
folks.. make an affort!!! Put your mind in the early 20th
eentury while the uniform is on, Bullets. If the bullets
waere real, would you be walking in a short section of
trench standing upright? I would be on my knees, crawl-
ing! Crsualties. When vou have an enemy aim right at
you and fire, you probably would have been hit. Go down,
geream or lie stll I hate it when I see casualtiss, kneel-
ing or gitting talking with each other during an attack.
If you are hit, stay down until the battle passss you. It
is ineredibly annoying to ses the dead rize up as you
pass them by and shoot you, It makes it very difficult to
have a succesaful attack when there are no absolutes. A
dead man is no longer your enemy! By all means, once
the action has passed by, get up and rejoin the battle,
Howevar, vou must start from behind your own men. In
other words, remove yourself from the heat of action,
get behind it and start again. Thiz simple rule would
remove BOF of all the childlike games played during
hattle scenarios

The “Bang-bang” rule. At thiz lnst event, I laid nmong
the dead in the enemy trench and watched with aston-
ishment at & German who had o jammed rifle, dispateh
three Americans with a simple vell of “bang” and the
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Conscience Bound
Pis Career

by Mel Gussow
from Ihe New York Times, January 1, 1997

to fame as a disillusioned German soldier

in All Quiet on the Western Front in 15930
and was also celebrated for plaving the titls rle
in Young Dr. Kildare and the series of films
that followed it, died on Monday in Los Ange-
les, where he lived. He was 88,

In a case of life imutating art, Mr. Ayres was a
conscientious objector during World War II and
fur that reason became a Hollywood outcast.
Before the war, he had been one of the most
popular leading men in the movies. But when
he announced his patifism, which had a reli-
gious basis, he was shunned by the studios, and
in some eities exhibitors refused to show his
movies, He said that to bear arms would cause
him “to live in a nightmare of hypocrisy”

After two months in a labor camp, he entersd
the Army as a noncombatant, serving for three
and o half vears in the Medical Corps and win-
ning three hattle stars. After the war, he re-
sumed his career and made scores of movies,
but nevar reached the peak of his early Haolly-
wood stardom.

On screen and off, he projected a sincerity and
gtrength of character, all which suited him well,
especially when he played doctors. He was also
cast as a lawyer or journalist and occasionally
played a pangster, but his archetypal role was
as a wise and compassionate phyzician. In
Donovan's Brain in 1953, he mixod two worlds:
he waz a doctor transformed into a fiend.

He played opposite many of Hollywood's lead-
ing ladies, including Lana Turner, Lorgine Day,
Ann Sothern, Ann Sheridan and Alice Faye, On-
gereen he did not always marry his co-star, but
off sereen he married Ginger Rogers; they were
Inter divoreed. His first wife was the actress Lola
Lane, He is survived by his third wife, Dinng,
and & son, Justin,

[ iw Ayres, the movie actor who skyrocketed

24
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in Al Qesied on the Westam Front (1930), Lew Ayres’s portrayal of a sensilive
soldier made a riveling smpression on (he movegaing public

In his career, which spanned more spanned more than sixty
yoars, Mr. Avres seesawed between stardom and character roles,
and often seemed to be in n state of constant revival, There were
many high points, beginning with his first major movie role in
1929, opposite Greta Garbo in The Kiss, and including a perfor-
manee as the sweet-tempered alcoholic brother in Philip Barry's
Holiday (1834), with Cary Grant and Katharine Hepburn. For
his role as a doctor in Johnny Belinda he received an Academy
Award nomination; Jane Wyman, who starred in the film, won
an Oscar as best actress

In 1962, under the direction of Otto Preminger, he became
President of the United States in the movie Advise and Con-
sant When the President (Franchot Tone) died, his Vice President
[Mr, Ayree) was elevated to that office. For the director and the
actor, thers was a certain justice in that event, More than many
actors, Mr. Ayres seemad to suffer from the moral judgements of
the movie industry,

Levwis Avres was born in Minneapaolis and went to high school
in San Diego. At the University of Arizona, he studied medicine,
a career that he later undertook with dedication on the screen.
At Arizona, he also played in a university jazz band, and he con-
tinued as a musician in Los Anpgeles, where he was discovered
by and agent who had seen him dancing with setress Lily Diamita,
Within a year, he was playing Garbo's vouthful lover.
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Cast as Paul
Baumer, the sensitive
young soldier in
Leowis Milestone's dis-
turbing film version of
Erich Muria
Remarque's antiwar
novel All Quist on
ths Wastarn Front,
Mr. Ayres made a riv-
oting impression on
the movie-going pub-
lic, The scene on the
battlefield inwhich he
reaches for a butter-
fly remaing one of the
most heartbreaking
in screen history.

Many of his subse-
quent films were
lighter and less demanding. In typical studio fashion,
he simply went from movie to movie, In 1933, he was g
reparter in State Fair and a plumber who bets on horsas
in Don't Bet on Love (with Miss fogersl. He also played
opposite the Enplizsh actress Lillian Harvey in the mu-
sical My Weaknesa. Though his movies were often mi-
nor, he seemad to approach them with sasze,

Young Dr. Kildare in 1933 was a popular break-
through, followed by eight more Kildare films, In the
first film, the young doctor turned his back an his father's
small-town medical practice and became an intern in a
large general hospital. Earmest Dr, Kildare came under
the tutelage of the irascible Dr. Gillespie ( Lisnel Barrymors ).
Years later, television was periodically flooded with hos-
pital dramas, from adaptions of Kildare and Ben Casey
through St. Elsewhere and E.R., but the big-sereen
Hildare wns there first: pnassuming but flled with ex-
pert medical knowledge.

After the war, Mr. Ayres returned to the sereen, play-
ing, naturally, a doctor: opposite Olivia de Havilland in
The Dark Mirror, directed by Robert Siodmak. He fol-
lowed that with The Unfaithful (with Ann Sheridan and
#achury Scott | and Johnny Belinda, in which he played o
doctor who teaches sign lanpuage to o deaf young woman
L diss Wy maanl.

He left the screen in the 19505 to direct a religious
documentary, Altars of the East, returning in 1962 at
the request of Mr. Preminger. He continued acting for
almaost 30 years, appearing in, among other films, The
Carpetbaggers, Battle for the Planet of the Apes and
Battlestar Galactica

It was often suppested that as an actor he sacrificed
his career for his principles. Onee, thinking about the
highs and lows, Mr Ayres said, "A fellow's never through
e . P

Lew Ayres in 1877

This artichs wink st i by O Donald Crosby. Many of us sl moun the passng
ol “Pail Beumar ™ Although Me Sires weas not reslly in WW, s performance s
et e priany of U im0 thia hobly e vt phace Aleo, B he goes 50 do

mriany of fha “raal” wis that we Bonor wilh our hobbiy—Lat's remambsar them 1oo!

Berter Hun.w:l:ing,
continued from page 23

genital-like throst ofhis useless rifle at the snomy, Mony
have heard of the "bang-bang” rule, It was the inven-
tion of those who wished to see more safety in close quar-
ters. The problam with the rule is that it creates a rifle
with an endless supply of ammo and one that can be
fired as fast as an MG-08, | would like to propose that
wie g0 back to equally safe rule of *when in the trench
with an snemy present, all weapons muost be fired
straight up in the air” In this way, realiem to a greater
degree is mamtained with safety, Grenades. We all know
that the Allies do not have a gquorter of the number of
MGs that the Germans do. They have mads up for this
diserepancy by use of the grenade. While T do wish the
manufacturers would at least spend an additional one
minute and paint the grenades (ploes! ], it is5 uonderstaond-
nble why the Allies have so many. However, the result
of this plethora of exploding devieas is the almost uni-
versal ignoring of the results of the explosion. I ean not
tell you the number of times 1 have geen Germans re-
ceive a grenade at their feet which leaves them, amaz-
mgly, still standing after detonation. They screnm, langh
and go on. Likewize, the Germans feel frustrated, be-
cawss after spending nlmost an hour per grenade in tum-
ing the handles, making friction fuses and carsfully con-
structing grenade boxes, they see the Allies trent a pre-
nade in the same way. Ifa grenade explodes within threse
feet of you, (1 realize the effect would b groator, bt ) you ARE
a ensualty. Go down and stay =0 for a period of time,
(Fas. There are many more areas and we will talk in
depth in foture issues, but the last one [ wish to talk
about is pas. It's very simple, In the pressnce of white
smoke you are in smoke. In the presence of any colored
smoke, you are in gas, You must put on your gasmask in
n pas attoek. If vou don't, you're a casualty if the smoke
rolls over you. It really bothers me when I am killed
sitting in my trench with my mask on by an anemy who
shoots me while standing in gas with no mask

[ cloge by reforring to my opening comment. . I'm tired
of playing “bang-bang, you're dead” WWI combat has
been and will be great fun and very realistic if we but
follow some simple rules. Come with a 1917 attitude in
gpeech and thought, respect that bullets can kill from
il meters, if vou become a easualty, stay that way antil
the action passes, then gt up and re-enter the battie
from your own side, be careful of your weapon and don't
turn it into n MG when someone comes around the cor-
ner, treat prenades as the real thing, and put on your
gpnsmask when a gas attack comes. [fwe will follow these
rules, we won't find all the historians playing =skat in
the bunkers while all the children play army in the
trenches. With the new numbers we have, it is incum-
bent upon the older mambars to enfores and axhort us
all to more realizsm in combat, Otherwise, lot's come in
blue-jeans and fight it out hiding behind sheaves of
whisat.,
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German Coofing in the World War-~
or ... MMating the Best of One’s Situation!

by Musketier Rolf Gaulke
2ARTI

Eha meal presented here is typical of what indus-

trious (ferman soldiers ean concoct behind the

lings. It represents the soldlers” ability to scav-
enge food locally as well as the negative impact that the
British blockade, the nefficient domestic rationing sy=-
tem (s dumonstrated by th thriving black markel ), and several years
of war are having on the nation's food supply.

The meal includes: Kartoffelpuffer (potato pancakes),
Apfolsuppe (Apple Soup), Kriegskuchen (War Cakel,
Rosinenbrot (Rosin Bread), and Ersate Kaffes (Bresiz oof
fiee). The recipes and their sources are listed after the
explanation below.

The scavenger portion of the meal is represented by
the potato pancakes and apple soup. Potatoss and apples
are both fairly easy to find bohind the lines in the fall of
the year. The typical soldier might need a little more
ingenuity to find the other ingredients (boullion, sggs, st |,
but the combining of resourees and “trading” with sup-
ply depot workers and cooks can vield the necessary
ingredients,

The war cake and raisin bread represent two types of
food that are often shipped from home. The two provide
an interpsting contrast The war cake, with its numer-
ous ingredients, perhaps has greater appeal to the pal
ate. However, as the war continuez and rationing
becames increasingly stringent in Germany, the
Hausfrau certainly finds it easier to locate the ingredi-
ents for the raisin bread. Hence, the inclugion of both
breads in this meal.

Ersatz coffee—essentially a mix of chicory, barley, and
vther grains and ingredients—completes this wonder-
ful maeal,

The Recipes and their Sources:

Wearning: The conversion of dry ounces to wet ounces
varies by product being measured. For example 1 pound
of sifted flour, i.e. 16 dry sunces, approximates four sups,
or 32 fluid ounces,

However, 1 pound of sugar, L.e. 16 dry ounces, approxi-
mates two cups, or 16 fuid ounces, When attempting to
make these recipes, bakers should use a mini scale for
measuring dry ounces and the standard measuring cups
for measuring fluid sunces!

Kartoffelpuffer (Potato Pancakes)
Ingredients:
M 2 pounds of peeled potatoes

B 1 tablespoon salt

B 100 grams (15 dry ox. | potato flour

B % liter {about one cup) milk

B 2 egps

B cooking fat

Place the prated potatoes in cold water. Pour the wa-

ter off shortly before baking and drain by patting pota-
toes with a ldtchen towel. Add the salt, flour, and epp
wolk. Then, add the stiffened ege white, Using a spoon,
miake the thinnest possible cakes {average dinmeter B ot
meters (3.0 inches)) in & pancake pan filled with hot oil. The
pancakes should be turned and baked until crispy. [Beck
home] They would be eaten as soon as possible with salad

(lottuce !, Asparagus, or topped with stewed or preserved
fruit.

Source. Nockbuch oer Nool wad MaushalungsSchusy
10 Auflags (1i5h Ea], 1925

Apfelsuppe (Apple Soup)
Ingredients:
B 3 cups of applesauce swestenad
Bl 2 bhoullion cubes
B 3 cups of water

Boil and serve hot Pear soup is made in the sams
way.

Source. Garmany o War Time. What a0 Amencan Gl Saw and Heard
Chicago. Open Court Publishing Company, 1817, (Mol Thes took provcss fypod
i ard Penoon (hoarding f| s e Garmag |

R i e B e e A A NI e . e U
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Knegskuchen (War Cake)

Ingredients;
B 1 pound sugar

B 2 eggs

B % liter (about one cup) milk

E 2 table spoons cocoa

Bl 160 grams (525 dry ounces) of nuts (finely chopped)
B 40 grams |14 dry ounces) of citron

Bl 40 grams (1.4 dry ounces) of orange peel

B 120 groms (4.2 dry ounces) of sultanas (reisins)

E 1 package of Dr. Dethers baking powder {prob-

mhly fwao tessponns |
B 1 pound of sifted floar

Beat the sugar and eggs until creamed, Then add the
milk, cocoa, finally chopped nuts, citron, orange peal,
sultanas, and the baking powder and shifted floar. This
dough is placed in a bread loaf (Stollen) pan and baked
for 1.25 hours on medium heat (probably 360 degrees Fahren-
heit). (It can also be baked in a cako pan. ) After cooling, cake
can be cut in half and filled with marmalade

Bourca: Kockbuch der Koch- und Haushallungs Schulen
10 Auflage (106 Edien), 1925

Rosinenbrol (Rasin Bread)

Ingredionts;
E Y cake (4 packet) yeast

E | cup potato Aour
M 2 tablespoons of raisins
1 pound floar

Set sponge at night: To activate the veast, dissolve 14
packet of veast in 1L'8 cup of water that feels warm to
the touch. [ Be sure water is not too hot, or you will kill the yeast )
Allow to stand three to five minutes. Bubbles should
appear on the surface. Then, beat in & cup of Mour to
make o smooth batter—the sponge. Cover and let rise
in & warm place overnight (or until doubled in size.) Then
mix in the other ingredients, toss the dough on a lightly
floured board and knead untll smooth and elastic. Place
the dough in a greased bowl and let rise again. When it
has doubled in size, punch the dough down and form
into & loaf. Bake for one hour st 350 degrees,

Sturciy. Gy o1 Wi Time, iWhat an Amenican Girf Saw and Heard|

Ersaiz Kaffee

Many U5, health food and natoral stores sell prod-
ucts which are produced from the same ingredients
found in Germany’s Ersatz Kaffee—Chicory, Barley, and
pther prains and roots,

o :E;’Q:-ﬂ-:-’
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A revealing photo a group of quite young German soldiers at meal time. Note the
grey-colored . Drillichanzug™ worn by three of the men and the striped trouser
suspenders. They also are wearing the camouflage bands on their Feldmitzen—the
tunics being worn are of the 190710 and Transitional varieties. (R WelB collection))
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Hilied Rep’s
Corner

by Jeff Holder
Allied Representitve

redtings fellow Allies. 1 hope vou all weatherad
Gt}!l- winter and this communication finds vou in
good spirits and good health, | have been to the
tronchea twice mn the last few weeks and everything is
for the most part just as we left it in the full. T will be
working at the site every weehond from now until the
gvent. | hope to have the road behind the Allied ling re-
paired, ng well as an nrea cleared and barb-wired to hold
POWEs
Mike LoCicero and his staff are planming o build o CP
for the Spring event. Most of thie year's improvements
will pecur during the summer. These improvements will
include more trench digging as well as the nssipnment
of locations for units that want to build bunkers. All unit
leaders ghould have received in the mml 6 packet con-
taining the new gite regulntions. If vou did not pet one,
please see me at the event In this issue of OtW, Deks
hns mven an overview of these regs, and explains their
importanece. Plenge read his eolumn. 1 will give more dip-
tail to the Allied Trench Committee plans at o meeting French artillery observation post. (R Wed collection)

during the weekend of the event. Check the schedule for = e ——=
details. w
ords rom the
Your Friend in Reenacting,

Je ¥ Holoter Allied Combat Commander

by Mike LoCicero
Alfied Combat Commander

Nothing received
nothing printed!

.#—*—H-H.*—*—H—*WHHH-W
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Oetman
Reqimental Flags

Have you ever wanted an authenoe German regimental flag for your unie or even for yourself? Well,

here's your chance!
My flags are 5' x 5', hand painted on silk. I research cach flag w insure that it 15 suthentic and correce.

I can generally custom make any flag from che Prussian Army—drop me a line or call for

a quote!

1 have already made the colors for the Kamser Alexander Guard Greaadicr
Regiment, the 1885 Parcern for Landwehr Fahoe and the {V Batadlon of
the IR92 Brunswick. | am also able to do non-Prussian colors, so please,
let me know your needs!
I can also do flags from other nations and eras; Czarise Rus-
stan for example. Another specialey is flags from the Ameri-
can Revolunonary War era; | have already done a Hessan
Leibfahne and o Royal Hannovarian Fahne.
| am offering a special deal for the first four flags pur-
chased (not ordered, but purchased}—a $350 rebate on cach
flag. So, if one person orders four flags and pays before
anyone else, he will gee a $30 rebate on cach flag for a
total of $200, and of course, if four individuals, are the
tirst, then they will cach ger the $50 rebare.
Basw guidelines for ordering: Each flag costs $350
{ patnted on one side). I you wane the reverse painted also,

/B Fahne it 1% an additonal $150 for a tocal of §700.
Infﬂnter?lg[‘l%gh?n?élgr:?ﬁqegi | request a 2100 reor-refundable rh:pum. in advance, due m
9 the cost of the materials involved and the over 60 hours of labor

it tikes to produce each one of these flags, When firashed, upon pay-
ment in Full, the flag will be sene by Insured—Registered Mal

Please address all inguiries to:

Brent Mikulak
151 Diane Lin
Bristol, CT 06010-7848
tel. 860.589.7107
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The Feldmiije Controversy

by Musketier Frank James
3./Ra3

ameraden, this article 1s not to eriticize nor judge

anyone's impression. [ts purpose is simply to in

furm. It is completely up to the individual to cor-
rect his own impression, if he deems it necessary.

After the Spring 1996 Event, | started comparing pho-
tographs of Great War events, both of recent events and
those from the past, to my collection of oripinal German
posteards. The results of this comparison were quite
amusing (to mysell mnyway). Although the faces of the re-
enactors were different, the equipment was basically
the same with one real exception; the shape of the
Feldmiitzes was starting to change.

This last Spring we had four new Reloruten, and it
was remarked by one of our _Alte Kampfler” that one of
the new men's Feldmiitze had “wings" and that if a
atrong wind were to come up, Gefreiter Wachalevelki and
I would have to grab onto that man's legs to keep him
from hlowing away,

Well, this comment piqued my interest enough to start
digging through my own library to see what the com-
mon German infantryman might have actually been
wearing. Was it the classic “Pillbox™ shape our Alte
Kampfer referred to, or... was it the now commaon, re-
enactor-style Mario's Brothers, "Pizza Chef” shape?

Im the photos of Great War reennctments | stodied
(pre-FL. Pekett, Pr Picketl, and Newville photos), BE% of the
Feldmiitzes being worn had the "Pizza-Chef” shape,

Mario's Brothers, “Fizza Chef” style Feldmiitze

while the rest had the "pillbex” shaps to them.

Now what, you ask, does this prove? Well, to mas, it
ghowed that in the process of tryving to accurately por-
tray the common German infantryman, we are malong
great strides in many places while we appear to be fall-
ing behind in other areas.

I decided to begin a “James-Study” and zo0 started to
minutely examine all of the German  Feldpostkarten”
in my collection. These Postkarten range from early to

10

late war, and as you can
guess, the results prove

nothing, but as they say,

"Curiosity killed the
Entze!™

came up with some
intertesting findings. Out of
100 Postkarten, 93%
were the classic
“Pillbox" shape,
6% of the
Mutres wers
pulled over to
one side and
resembled a
beret (and in
fact, could have tesn of sither shaps), And the remaining 2%
were not recognizable as either style and were not a
factor in my survey,

In the countless volumes of Great War books, | found
that almost every photo of a German Seldat who was
wearing 8 Miatze showed that it had the “pillbox” shape.
1 then made an appointment with a lecal museum, the
War Memorial Museum of Virginia. The curator of col-
lections [ ngood friend) brought out five examples for me
to study. | immediately compared these examples to my
Feldmiitze and Emheitsfeldmutze. The first thing I no-
ticed was that the wool being used today is much thicker
than what was used back then (but this eoukd b from the
originals being “wall worm™ as oppesed to eing worn svery ow and
then like ours are), 1 also noticed that three were of the
“pillbox" shape, sne was the “Pizza-Chef™ shape and the
last one was an Einheitsfeldmiitze, All of the Miitran
were marked, but due to their being “well worn" I eould
only faintly see the makers mark and to which
Armeekorps they belonged to. Only one of the Mitzen
had both Kokarden on it and it was a Prusszian
Feldmiitze.

Mow vou ask, what can we do to end this problem?
The first thing to do, iz not to take my word as gospel,
becanze of the thousands of Feldmitzes that were made,
| only saw a mere handful. Instead, dig into your own
library, serutinize the photos in your collection | i thos
of ywiour Kameraden) and then make the decision for your-
gelf Another idea is to visit a loeal museum and study
any examples they might have. See how it is made and
(if possible) carefully make a pattern from it or... pur-
chase a pattern from Historic Reproductions (AKA Ken
Baice}, for & mere $10.00, which is a good investment
towards really improving one's impressions.

Normal-style Feldmitze
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1 ] =
[TOTAL = . %4408 $196.14  $22.976.39 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS, AND BALANCE AS OF 731
|
B85 SialeofW) 1 s4s00 | Commercial recording office Stale of N B
B8-8/22 DuesfFeas = =~ . s1z000 _ : = e
(B85 Interest 1 " $39.05 _ " ) . |
- “,E_._.__F I T $159.05 Hu.ipt__znuzlmbzn..muvmﬁm: E TOTALS, AND BALANCEASOF 831 |
i v | ) L ==l N —_—
_BiEms | Steve Fisher 142 _526.19 | I [Postagestamps =
811185 LS Army | 143 u_n_..u.uml —] A= _.n_. Pickett, use of barracks UL.S, Army Administrablon =~
2685 (US Amy | 44| 824750 Ft Pickell, trench consbucbon
B85 TmGoodwin | 145  $50500 = (GWA G-7 Canference calls_ o
811585 __Ei Gonzales 46|  s12800 |Postage stamps.
| 8/28/85 |Eugene Myars | 147 s1.01000 . __ |Beckhce work on trenches, Newville site. I
620 & 9/26DuesiFees h_ M 7. e —
.ﬁ.ﬂ.n.__nhm __._._l.-nl_ | I (] e ..m.__. o S o o ) I
~ [totAaL _ $2,508.20  $1,466.97  $21.986.11 __zlnm_..h.nmn|mﬁ.m|zumwnurrw AND BALANCEASOF 9/30 |
1085 [EmieCowan | 148  $500.00 == mn!m.wi_ﬁii..g.{r. . ]
185 Vokd 148 [Void ) -
10995 |EugeneMyers | 150|  $1.20000 [Backhoe work at Newvile site. = =
10/9E5 ﬁ__a Goodwin T 1w 535 35 \Postage G-T/Unil commanders information, B
10M3M5 Void | 162 Waed | =__
101385 [Tim Goodwin | 153  $60281! _!!tignn::eaauxuﬂﬂ._i.n.:nﬁifm.. J i
10/17/95 |Kene Bag . | 154  $1.25000 Purchase of sand bags ERIEST o =
107185 |Intercontinantal Dist 155 510.75 B N _|Reimbursament fior next day pestage for Kane Bag check f=—=——
102795 Dues/Fees _ i $25.00 i = : === =il
| 10/30/85 |interest 1 ) E—— $34.37 === == e =PE T 1
10/26/95 |Eugene Mysrs 158 §1200.00( ) Backhoe work al Newville site. T 1
| 10/26/95 [Robert Hall 157 _3500) ___|Reimbursement far averpayment of dues. =
10/26/95 [Tim Goodwin 158 £241.058 o _ Reimbursement for purchase of fares, ]
| 10/27/85 Ermee Cowan 159]  §1,10000) s [Construction work at Newyills sio. o —
1073185 Steve Fisher | 160|  §22.70 | |Reimbursement for postage, copies -
10/31/95 W.____:_.E Insurance | 161 5243900 Paymeni forinsuranes

TOTAL

| 3909648 $59.37|  $12,961.12 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS, AND BALANCE AS OF 10/31/96

N = e = e e 2 . = SN



| 11724195 |Chamberfin Septic | 162 $300.00 [Payment for portable tollets - Fail '85 Event — =

" 11/24/85 [Tim Goodwin T 83| $420% _ ‘Reimbursement for smoke grenades, bales of straw I
11/24/95 |Mark Anderson 164 5§2,570.00 |Paymant sccording fo lease for Fall ‘95 Event 1
| 1195 DussFees. _ | 3765500 | o |
|_11/95 Jinterest [ 53204 _ — == — -
_ lvevaL | FE.E_ $7,687.04  $17,348.60 INCOME AND EXPENSE TO"ALS, AND BALANCEOF 11/30188 |
| 121585 |Emie Cowen _ _mm 344000 _ w-._ﬂ.n:_ for bulldozer work ai sile - .
| 12122183 Monigomery McCrackin | 54,155 50 | Payment for legal expenses o negotiaie laase for new site
| 12122195 [Eugene Myers ,_mq 5141000 [Payment for back hoe work al Newville site . B
| 12/95/95 |Duss/Fees . sg00 | ==
T 12/85 [interest . _ 52804 _ T
_1| .-!me.;_. — | s8.019.50 $48.04 “ §11,377.14 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS, AND BALANCE OF 12131185 _
UIN5ME DussiFees . | $20 00| S5 S=———re——
U506 [Interest , _ T sae “ — -
i | “ _ = —
TOTAL - | _ $0.00 $36.93  $11,414.07 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS, AND BALANCE OF 1/31/98 -
s et | | | o = = —
CBNOEE  Tim Goodwin ] 168 | 3140 n__u_ m Rambursement for MR insurance bl I
| 2110086 |Murray Insurance T eet $587.25] | \Additional paymant for addibenal nsured M. Anderson =)
2/86/%6 |Inierest e “ $1582 = . - |
=t o _ Il _ . _ = : =
___|TOTAL ” i §T27 .25 $1582  510,702.64 ___zn_u..m AND EXPENSE TOTALS, AND BALANCEOF 2/29i%6 |
I.u___uE.E min_ ___.___E_ -.________!._u _ 170 o8 oo _ _mut_..ui.._u:!_.__...ﬂ purchiese of flares . it
| 31506 |Cumberiand Wasle [ _ $20000 | Paymen for n!.nnnm remaval Spring ‘96 Evenl | -
" 1506 |NRA Liabiity Insurance 172 §1.518.00 m |Payment for NRA insuranca palicy i Z
| nsme m”!._wi__u Port. Restrm | i3 $30000 u.a__!.a for portable lolats Spring '96 Everi Hl
V8698 Dues | §160,00 == e
]m.u._m_.l__.m.l Dues | 5 _ $2000 . - )
E interest S1404 [ - E
4196 Eugane Myers T4 B147500 . Paymen| for backhoe work on Newvillesite. |
~ A/10/88 | Rick Blair | 175 §44176 | {Reimbursement for puchase of membership cards & flares | _—
. 411/88  Tim Goodwin 1 1m| s678.31 | | ‘Reimbursement for printing & postage “On the Wira™ B I |
m i _ | 8589651 __=nn__.m AND EXPENSE TOTALS AND BALANCE OF 3/31/96 = =
= | . = —
n__Mm._mn m__._nﬂ_.__ﬂ_“..ﬂa- i 177 5254500, _ Backhoe work dong at Newville site ) - E|
_5r2re6 | Newyi ulance 178 | §300 ____n Ambulance services April Event o | |
52796 |GW Mistory Society . 090.00 _ Site rental fee from M. Anderson April event =
2196 |Rick Blair |80, 544101 'Reimbursement for copymg, tallet paper, forms, elc. =
~ 5/2/66  |Emie Cowen 181 $780.00) _ ‘Backhoe work done at Newvilla site X i
e L_u______-- & fees April Event _ f8.970.00 S—
M98 [iniarest . _ . . 51168 _ = . |
i f I _ . _ $7,822.10 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS AND BALANCE OF 4130196 _ N
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| G898 |Eugens Mysrs 182 u.__..uuhu_l _  Bachhoe work 8t Newvill site B — I._
| 5198 [Dues —= $70.00, _ _
BI06  inferest . s11.02 _ S - B R
e -..Eu_k__znuzm.rznmnum.zmmqn;rw AND BALANCE OF 5i31/96
636 (EugenaMyers | 183 sose0 Backhoe wark at Nowvile s & —= 3
B/13/96 _Gordans Memarials 184  §1.250.00 = GWA contribution 1o WWI Memarial - 2l
| B/88  interest S— L STAS| 00000 . — E— =4
| —p——
= 1T — $6,280.65 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS AND BALANCE OF 6/30/86
| 82396 [SueFmher | 185 2000 | _|Reimbursement on duplicated dues paymant == =
796  |Dues B - ~ swo0, . R M == —
796 |Interest $6.25 — ) - NP | —
= = | $5,296.91 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS AND BALANCE OF 7/31/86
[ _ == = _ RERETS e e ——— R [(E——"
_ 80 Duss = %2000 E T
BG6  |Interest — 5588 = - . i
- ) ) | $532277 INCOME AND EXPENSE TOTALS AND BALANCE OF 8/34/86 1
o _
— T = 186 Biank chack mpiled to Rick Bigir on 10296 | e P | A—
._m.;mr__w check mailed to Rick B i Gy 1296  M.D. Moss out of country for 2 ¥ ilr- ..n E._E_.m...u__ invaices are pad i
N 188 {Blank check milled to Rick Bidir on 10/2/96  during this period, checks given to R. Blair B . i
189 Blank check mplled to Rick Blaw on 10/2/86 == ]
— | 180 Biank check mailed o Rick Bldir on 102186 - - |
—§  ——== ._E_E!._rn.lﬂ iled to Rick Blair on 10/2/96 4 - = -
/30195 _interest — N 567 | = e
= e O e
[ e e T |1 ] ssaemm _  TOTAL FUNDS AVAILABLE AS OF 10/15/86 B
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Units of the Great War Hssociation

Allied Forces

British Expeditionary Force American Expeditionary Force French Ay
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[B04) 71445 dringion WA, EENTT 2084 i M, 40 Crmpary Eugers & Fogimsly
Pt Flack Wkt T PR S Moy % Second 51
ity b Pick Fers L300 St Foneth A Ao Wl 81034070
R Uics B5040n Ad 1108 Dl A Snrion, W1 L1088 M1 LR AL
shamacn, ME 4043-6801 Wacor] M0 206032960 i bk Fan: (311) 662447
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(317 B35. TeET Sprngied, WA 27953-2976 w m
178 Lancens (T8} -1
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Hend il
B8 20
Wihite P, MO 2058E- 9801
(IO B 50
A i et of Bhie (A, wen are enititnal to o [1) Tree clasaiPanl sl b OB, The b @ it £o imeehers of the WA ompand = Smiled o one cokirrrreh

T Ly, This srif¥er does not sgiphy To Dealers By e delaee, oo st take out 8 respular el b W

& Eepro LS, MISOT Winter Hat
Wade to measure. $45 post pald, payalle when finlshad,
Siened head measuremeant, down-payment, full-payment or

“rMantest Fhotocopiss of your Garman Soldeuch(s] for &
future serles of In-depth artlclss—1te sppear in OtW—or
tha German Soldbuch, Fleass ooy the bock itsell ard any
Fasta-ine and iteme which ane Included with The Boo (if yeu l=ttar-af=-imtant Lo puy To
b e ' LT arpals, Bat would e good Bool ) M. J. Shea, 4842 Bowser Or, Tolado, OH 4561550064

Alao, | have basn told that somacns in the GWA has a
Soldbuch from KB, if this is true, | would really appreciate
a photacogy! Infact, a photocomy of @ Soldiuch from syl the
original unite That are being represantad would be great

Send the copies to On the Wire cfoc Mansh Wiss, PO, Box

e —

Cool Period Fonis for yowr computer!
Thess fants are availabla now, and mary mare are under gon-
struction Call me with your nesds, IF | dan't have i, pc\-ﬁa-it‘l:-,- |
zan make the WW| perad fertt of your dreame

1408, Annandale, VA 220039408 My phone number = . SusFlecher

TOB.e2. 2267 if wou want to call and can halp with the ‘:H_:m mm’ Gir #2005

articles, Thanks f::r your halp on Thisl indianspolis, IN 48251728
’ (317 B28-T81
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Units of the Great War Hssociation

Central Porwers Units

Marvin Chadab

8413 Macklin &1
Alexandria, VA 22308-3028

(703) 360-8537

Vice-Prasident:
Rick Blair
6515 Coffman Farm Ra
Keedysville, MD 21756-1207
(301) 432-2924

Jall Holder
1818 Virginia Ave
Dover, PA 17315-3870
(717) T64-0649

Allied Combat Commander;
Mike Locicero
2945 Snake Hill Rd
Doylestown, PA 18801-1750
(215) T94-3672

Treasurer: Allied Trench Masier:
Mike Moss Jeff Holder
458 N New 51 1818 Vimginia Ave
Bethlehem, PA 18018-5814 Dover, PA 17315-3870
(610) BES-TE1G {T17) T64-0649

Slerman Hemiy Austro-Hungarian
: Army
e &3 It Fngeman fir 11 11 Wisraio Eomgsnm
[ CitwarieFobamerfs | (1 Babarim ) Erfét Cinivart
gt e Savas: Fochar PO B A2 1K e R
PO o 3106 5000 (i W21 Chamberaturg P4, 177307085] Les Poiers
Py (ot WA TAM30106 ndianapcin, 1N 83541718 (M He-eRs AD U 15
[Fod} dd-31 (17 - TAEY s, B8 15640
Infrviane- Fagemar Me ) i A
Keiraghch Bayeriache Lok Raginerd [rrm———— (2 erchissaches) e b
Kt A |1 Fmrse el Fuviers
PO Box 117 Charieg Lindwq [Faskd Correnanices) 0 MW T2nd 81
Pl Tower, NG IT383-0117 1631 Homard Aue Cnishoma, OF 3107304 —
B0 £78- 2704 Ean Chawrn, W41 47100 048 Ay SR 36T
i Fecpereert M 120 (Tigyse-ared Linchuts itasmiorn: ot W 25 ¥ ]
12 Wt | Jrm Mo [ Aesmen Officar) 1, Pwermsi w m’ m
Ware Baradici 1216 Magrwoxed Rij ‘JITI-I"
HI7 Epeng Ln Two Frvors, W1 SER41.5000 10 M Granda B e — —
Encis, P& 10282122 414} T54- 1073 Anglon, WA T 97 _raiwturn aimon
[T 733 The 0 WG S Kompomn (HICT S S Ered iz
& Sapmn Pones Hetalon {Fohr} [Cion Horgel 18 Qusseigeea S
Jim Shohaud 25801 Premoot Hd Wi, A 211131036
1H Vemint fm Cuarigburg, VD HHT 18150 | B 3TBET T
Fiexcil Cardre, WY T15/0-2011 (301} -3
(51E) BrA-5156
Officers of the GWA — “the G-7"
=
e ——
President; Allied Representitive; CP Representitive:

Ernst Deksheimer
6525 Beech Or
Cincinnati, OH 45231-4003
(513) 522-1131

CP Combal Commander:
Tim Goodwin
7855 Hom Rd.
Gambier, OH 43022-8722
(B14) 427-3544

CF Trench Masler:
Mark Graef
PO Box 3106
Falls Church, WA 22043-0106
(T03) 448-0831

© 1997 Great War Association

Om the Wire is published & a songrofil veniure 1o increase knowledge abiui the Cresl War and & 6 sewsleiter for the Greal War Association (GWA)
The contents of Omthe Wire are the property of the GWA, snd may ot be sold or iraded. The contents of this magazine may be freely reproduced or republished i
whole of 5 part i any Froe FI1I|'||p'_IJ|.:I|] dedicaied in the furibering of keowladge and imerest in the Grest War. Proper credil must be gives 1o Oha thie Were. the austlon

amidicr any other original soarces

Pages, miicles. leat or original afwork may ool be reprodiiced of wead in any commercial putilicaton, advruisemen, o catalog withoe the express writies permession of the

Presideni of ibe GYWA.

Amnyane inderesied in joing the OWA shoald comact:
(WA Treasrer Mike Moss
456 MNarth Mew Simeed
Bembehem, PA [RO18-5614



