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Behold, the fabled “French" issue of On the
Wire. | am quite proud of this issue, especially since
it was put together without the help of the French,
| would have liked to had even more French stuff in
here, but when | asked them, | met with the usual
French malaise (the exception to this was Mark Meader,
who was very helpfull Thanks, Mark!). | hope you like it
and if you have any articles or info along the same
vein, please send it to me.

The next issue (Christmas) will be the "German”
issue and in the Spring, we will be doing the
“American” issue. | especially need photos of
troops—it doesn’t matter which side. All photos will,
of course, be returned!
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Ramblings from Rtop the Soapbot

by Marsh Wise
Editor, On the Wire

gll, here we are ot the Fall event! Nope, there

wasn't A Summer issue of OFf W like [ promised—

what happened was that [ got a call from GWA
VP Rick Blair telling me to “put the brakes on it " ns
they, the G-7, didn't know what was happening with the
September event and GWA finances. As we all now know,
the Beptember event was cancelled due to a lack of funds
and & umnit to sponsor said event

Thoughts about “On the Wire's” Future

As 1 worked on this issue, o couple of things hit me.
The first is how it feels, by this | mean eyes burning [since
w're using A 12 inch monitos, § any of you have an ald 1517 inch
WA monitor lying areund and wish 1o donate it, we would be ga-
ga with appreciation] and back hurting from sitting here in
fromt of the computer for hours at a time—I also forget
though, just how much satisfaction [ get when it's done!
As Uve said before, my poal for OFW is to get it to be sell-
sustaining and to have people other than GWA members
gelting subseriptions. The first time [ thoupght of this was
while perusing old copies of Der Angriff, the WWI mags-
zinge that was published back in the early 80's by Rick
Baumpartner. Although Der Angriff started off as s
newsletter simply for [RG3, it evolved into a generic WWI
magazine, which fentured articlos about all combatants
and interviews with the veterans. Sinee there really is no
WWI mapazines out there (ones that cover what we da), T re-
ally want to make (W into “THE"™ WWI magazine
Onee we get the ball rolling, it will continue by itsalf
Right now, I have two American articles in the can and
some Grerman stufl too. The plan is for a Christmas issue,
which will have a German theme, and for the Spring is-
sue to be an American issue. So please, if vou have ar-
ticles send ‘em int

Among the things I'm currently worling on is a GWA
internet web page (see balow). My hope is, that with ‘Net
exposure, we can draw some outside subseriptions and
maore impartantly, ARTICLES! It's hard when you re-
ally don't gpet submissions to publish. Some people (Delks,
Gooedwin, Kellor, Randy Gaulke. among others) Always send
stull in o timely manner—others, well let’s just say that
if [ get something from them, | make a sacrifiee in fhanks
to Bast, the Cat (rod. Really, the membership needs to be
kept informed on what’s going on in the organization and
(MW is your link to the GWA

GWA Web Page

As 1 said ghove, I'm currently working on the GWA
Web Page and plan on having a page or link for each unit
in the GWA. I need a 1-2 page deseription and some info

about each unit, along with the unit contacts and 2-3 good
photos, If you already have a unit web page, please just
send me the URL address for your page and I'll put it
there. For anyone who is interested, IR63 has our web
page up now and you can visit it at:

hitp://www.saturnnet.com/radarrider/

I hope to have the GWA page finished by Christmas,
again like everything else though... we'll see, as it de-
pends on other’s participation.

The Spring Issue of “On the Wire"

The Spring {#W was handed out at the event, but un-
fortunately, this didn't work so well—registration was
left unmanned for most of the event and some folls helped
themselves 1o more than their fair share || was told one
clown took 100 copies! 7). How many members actually got a
copy is open to conjecture, but | have part of one case left
{out of the ariginal thren meses=total 500 copies printed ). I you
didn’t get yours, plesse send me a self-addressed, Sxl2
envelope with $1.10 postage and ['ll send it to you, or...
pick one up at the event. Please don't do this if you al-
ready received a copy as we just don't have that many
left.

The new administration assures me that things will be
ione in a more timely manner from now on—we can hope!

Problems at the Spring Event

The Spring event was pretty good with anly a few inei-
dents marring the good times, the biggest of these being
the unsafe Russians. The problem with the Russians was
due to their (as wsusl) fofal lock of comprehension about
safety—among the problems, two members of my own
unit were zhot in the face by members of the Hussian Le-
gion., This and their steadfast refusal to take hits is grow-
ing thin! After the G-7 meeting in August, they have now
been placed on probation and must go through the pro-
vess of becoming a GWA unil all over again. Maybe after
this, they will finally “get it" about WWI reenacting.

I eall on Captain LoCicero (the Allied Combat Commander )
to look into this and correct these deficiencies before they
become major problems!

Thanks

As this is the last event of his administration, I'd like to
thank Marv Chadab for all the help he has given me
with On the Wire. Drei Hoeh fiir Maro!!!

Well that's it, hope you enjoy this issue and as always,

I look forward to your commenta
Your comrade in ihe trenches,

Marsh Wise

Editor, On the Wire
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Copy of fetter sent ro the G-7

Dmr Marvin and G-7 Members,

This lerter has been written in response to your decision
to outlaw German egg grenades because of che fear of
injury from shactered plastic. [ ask char you reconsider
this position for the following reasons:

1} All grenades are potentially dangerous, Even if they
do notr sharter, considerable damage can be done if a
grenade explodes by one's eyes, ears, etc.

2) Egg grenades represent the easiest means of provid-
ing support for the German infantrymen. True, you
can make stick grenades. Bur they are significancly
more difficule o assemble, especially in the numbers
necessary for modern wartare.

3) I have ralked with several reensceors and it appears
thar grenades have nor been responsible for any of
the bad accidenrs thar happened in the past. Thisisa
preeey good record, given the number of serious acci-
dents.

4) The lethaliy of all grenades has been reduced over
the years by reducing the amount of black powder
allowed in a grenade and by prohibiting “packing”

of the charge.

51 The issue is as much 4 COMMUNICATION ISSUE &8 It 15 4
sifety issue. The most current version of the GWA's
sifety regulations should appear in EVERY issue of
n rhe Wire. If the concern s char grenades are
being taped too tightly, that should be made clear o
the membership in the safety regulations.

I am a safery nue, 1 acrually observed ar three GWA
events before joining the organizanion in 1992, Reducing
the charge, prohibiting the packing of the charge, and
the “between-the-legs” rest help to ensure safery on the
bartleficld. However, in my opinion, one must find a bal-
ance berween safety and the need to have adequare fire-
power. Quire honestly, the egg grenades represent rhe
German infunery's greatest support weapon because they
can be manofacrured easily and inexpensively.

Mt freundlichem Gruss

ﬁ:’aufaf}' Gaulke

2 /IR111

On our Authenticity

The news thar the GWA wis developing a grear new
site gave me high hopes for the furure of WWI reenact-
ing. Unfortunarely these hopes were badly shaken when
1 actually arrended the spring show. The site was noc the
problem, it is much more autheneically laid our than the
old Lee Farm site and has tremendous potential. The big
problem lay with the profound mediocrity of the GWA
membership irself There appeared to be no authennicicy
standards for behavior und dress, Some people had clearly
put a grear deul of effort ineo their impressions, bue reen-
acting is 2 group effore and can only be as authencic as its
least authentic members.

Here are just a few of the disappointing observations |
made regarding the American and Commonwealth
troops: very poor American reproduction uniforms; the
use of incorrect items such as: cotron WW[ American
runics and WWI American equipment; a baffling in-
ability to wrap purtees so they stay around the tops of
one's booes [Maybe someone who has great skill in this area should
hold a class Friday at the event on how to wrap puttess of,,, dare | say
it: write an article for Orwi—wmw]; Diet Pepsi cans in the
trenches, people wearing modern eyeglasses; and an ab-
surd number of ridiculously overweight soldiers.

Equally disappointing was the insuthentic behavior of
large numbers of the artendees, Throughour the day |
saw men walking on the paraper, and those that weren't
were scaring over it. As close as the rrenches are ar chis
site, it would be suicidal to expose oneself. Everyone should
stay below the parapec! If you want to see, buy a trench
periscope.

Another stupid cpisode 1 saw during an artack was a
reenactor jumping across a trench and hopping into a
machine gun bunker shouting, “I'm dead. 1 just want to
party.” Ridiculous behavior like this is not consistent wich
the dignity of the vererans of WL, it s highly amareur-
wsh, childish, and should nor be tolerated. The GYA needs
ro look ac its standards for membership if it is o be any-
thing other than a playground for full-grown kids who
want to “play army.” | would be deeply ashamed of any
veterans of WW1 were present at the event.

As u replication of the WW 1 experience these recnace-
ments will nor improve uneil we emphasize crench life. A
step into the trench area should be a step back (n rime.
Everything we do in thar area should be done as if we
were in France more than three-quarters of a century ago.
More time should be spent authentically laboring ar im-
proving our trenches during the day und repairing the
wire ar night. WW1 soldiers spent more timc repairing
their trenches than they did in combar and our site needs
work.

Also, why are we virtually ignoring gas artacks? Gas is
the most distincrive aspect of WWIL Soldiers often had ro
wear their masks for hours ar a time. How can we have o
WWT reenacement withour spending ar lease an hoar in
our gas masks? The GWA leadership should insure thar
no event is held withour a large supply of harmless bur
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visible gas. | would suggest dry ice and warer. An im-
pressive gas shell might be made by a clever person. Imag-
ine the effect on a wer day!

At present, the WW I reenacring hoblby is of Lietle edu-
carional value and nothing 1o be proud of. It doesn’t have
to be this way. Everyone who cares abour whar they are
doing will have to work rogether to dragoon the farbs
into shaping up or dragoon them our of the hobby.

Framk Jordim

27 Division

A Thanks

Dear GWA members,

| want to thank reenacrors of all nacionalities ar the
April 1997 reenactment for purting up with che desires
of the Ares & Encercaunmenr film crew,

| had the dubious honor of escorting the flm crew
through both sides of the lines, and | was extremely
pleased thar units and individuals alike were willing ro
follow the flm crew’s directions. During all chis, T wat-
nessed some fine examples of living hiscory and firse per-
son impressions on both sides of the lines!

| know thar W'WI reenactors do not generally enjoy
“playing the game” for the press, however, | personally
believe thar educaring the public abour one of the forgot-
ten wirs should rank high on reenactors” prioricy lise, Also,
the increased publicity could generate new blood for the
hobby.

For your information, the film crew was shooting scenes
for a new series on foot soldiers throughout history. The
final film shouold air in lace fall 1997 or early spring 1998,
I'm not sure whether it will air on A&E, The History
Channel, or The Discovery Channel. 1 believe chat
all three are owned by the same enterprise.

Mit freaadlichem Gruss,

Rolf Gaulke

2. /MR111

28 May, 1997

Copy of letter sent to:

Rick Blur, Chairman, Satery Commirtee
and members of the G-7
6 June 1997

Flitnd.u,

I am writing in concern abouwt the new decree to ban
German egg grensdes (The ones made from commercial plastic
Easter eggs). The ban was mentioned in On ehe Wire and
at the safety meeting, but | do notr believe chat this is a
decision that can be made unilaterally, wichour the agree-
ment of the membership,

Firstly, 1 fail ta believe that properly made egg grenades
pose any safery threas even if they do fragment; the charge,

after all, was reduced o 30 grans of powder.

Secondly, | strongly believe thar a decision to ban egg
grenades should be put to the vore by the general mem-
bership—as fs our poficy and as was done with the pow-
der reduction from 60 o 30 grains. This has already been
done twice before wich regard to the mortars.

We have been using egg grenades inall sores of weacher/
temperature conditions (Big Besver) for many years with-
out problems. Since we have lowered the powder charge,
I do not see how these can be a safery hazard, provided
the charge is indeed 30 grains and is not pightly wrapped.

With regard to the safery rules, 1 think mare emphasis
should be placed on enforcement of current safery rules
rather than constantly issuing new ones. Ar present, much
of our membership routinely ignores mosr, if not all, of
our current combar safery rules. | personally yelled ar chree
Doughboys who wenr over our burbed wire and then on
over our MG position. Had the gun fired, they would
have had o be taken to the hospital. Lit grenades are
frequently picked up and thrown back—despite con-
stanr reminders against this practice at the safery meet-
ings, Unapproved grenades are often broughr our during
night combat, | could go on. .. some of my fellow unit
commanders either refuse to enforce the rules or do not
miake it their business to monitor cheir men—either way,
safety is ignored.

The safety meeting nowadays seems to be a long, drawn-
out formality, where no one pays much artenrion to eicher
the safery rules or even the combar rules. The combar
commanders frequently actack che flanks, which is against
the old combar nules (che “flank” is either the Noreh Sea or Switzer-
land), Combat is prohibited beyond the rwo rear roads,
ver my camp has been artacked and a combar Post (Werner's
tree house) has been placed in this area; i.c. Que-of-bounds,
MNeedless to say, this invites artacks into a prohibited area.

The poine is char if che G-7 irself disregards rules and
procedures, how can it expect anyone else ro obey chem?
If, you want to ey o ban egg grenades, fine—pur ir o a
general vore.

Despite the low Spring turnout, this hobby 15 growing.
[ think we need o get back on track to emphasize chose
things about WW1 reenacting thar make it bereer than
other reenacting events—itaking hies, following combar
rules, drrencion to authenricity, erc.

Lastly, we all know, and accepr, that this hobby cannot
be totally “safe.” We all must accept a certain amount of
risk, and thar is what makes W1 beteer chan other re-
enacements. Those who are uncomforeable with this risk
{which we do try to minimize) should stay home.

Sincerely,
Steve Fisher

2. /IR111

All comments are welcome! Flease send in your deas,
erificisma and suggestions for publication,
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Words from the @WH President

Dear Friends,

In the year 2397, an archeologist digging in a
cow pasture near the small Southern Pennsylva-
nia town of Shimpstown will discover thar his-
tory books were wrong. He will contend, based
on his excavarions that the Great War of che
Twentieth century was also foughe in North
America as well as in Europe. These were the
thoughts that filled my mind when two weeks
ago | stood ar cthe edge ar was once Camp
Bandholez, the camping site of the 116¢h infan-
try. All thar was left of thousands of hours of
sweat and toil and thousands of dollars of ex-
penditures was a pile of scrap lumber and scrub
bushes. Our previous site ar Shimpstown has
been bulldozed to a point where only an ar-
cheological dig and our memories can find it.
Now as | write my last communiqué as Presi-
dent of GWA we have a secure and improved
at Newville. As 1 think back at the past two
years, I am well pleased with the events thar
we have staged while | have been on warch.
Many of the issues thar were rancorous and con-
tentious have been resolved. True, there are sell
issues of safety, site-development, and authen-
ticity which are not resalved, but we as intelli-
gent, well meaning gentleman can handle them.

Now, for some hard news. At a recent meet-
ing of the G-7 at the Newville site, we came to
the sad conclusion thar the current evenr fee of
$15 was insufficient to allow us as an organiza-
tion to continue our activities. The current event
fee only allows us to meet our financial obliga-
rions to our landlord. We have finally depleted
the buffer in our treasury that was accumulared
prior to the acquisition of the Caesar Krauss site.
This lack of funds has recently inhibited our abil-
ity to plan and hold a September event. In or-
der to adhere to our goals of site development

6

September 16, 1997

and a third annual evenr, we are forced ro raise
more money. Accordingly, the November event
fee will rise to $25 for all members. In the Spring
1998 that fee will rise to $40—however, a §15
dollar discounr will be offered to those mem-
bers in possession of a valid NRA membership
card making the fee only $25 for NRA mem-
bers.

It is not our goal to increase membership in
the NRA, but it IS our goal to maincain afford-
abie liability insurance. In spite of efforts to find
alternative insurance none has been found. For
those of you who do not know, we are required
to enroll 51% of our active membership as NRA
members in order for our insurance to be valid.
Failure to do so invalidares the insurance and
places our hobby in jeopardy. | see no recourse
but to offer a rebate for those who help us o
peruse our hobby. For those of you who object
to joining the NRA please, by all means, come
forward with alternative suggestions, which will
allow us to roll back the differential in event
tee. This will only ocear if we can find a substi-
tute for our NRA insurance.

[ wish to thank those members who have given
of themselves in order to allow this arganiza-
tion to continue its activities. [ look forward ro
continuing to be active in the hard work to im-
prove our site and grow our organization. This
hobby can only be viable if we unire, roll up our
sleeves, and get the work done. Seven acrive
members cannot do it alone. My best wishes to
you all in this hobby and alse in your future
endeavors.

Your ruptured duck President,

Mavvin Chagap
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The GWA and the NRA

The privileges of membership in both associations.

by Philip Schreier
past Allied Commander, founder of the ALF. and
Manager of NRA s Gun Colfector Programs

you notice the ofien overlooked question box marked

“Are you an NRA Member?” Were you able to confi-
dently mark that box with a check in the “yes” column?
If you are not a current member of the NREA, were you
wondering why the GWA had an interest in whether vou
were or not?

Maybe | can clear up some of these questions and shed
some light on what has become a sometimes maligned and
often misrepresented subject.

Five years ago the National Rifle Association of America
reversed a decades old policy of not affiliating reenact-
ment clubs as bona-fide NRA Affiliate organizations. This
was done to incorporate more people whose interest in
firearms was expressed in non-traditional uses, The very
act of reenacting breaks a number of NRA pun handling
pafely rules and creates an stmosphere where the likeli-
hood of accident is very high. That is why NRA refused to
“recognize” reenactors with affiliation.

Times have changed and the NRA re-evaluated their
position an this issue when it became evident that reenac-
tors have a better and safer track record than most county
shooting and hunt clubs, The GWA was one of the first
national reenacting organizations Lo take advantage of
the affiliation program when it was opened to re-enactors
five vears ago.

AfMfiliation brings with it a number of benefits to the
affiliating organization. The GWA affilisted because they
wanted to take advantage of the 1 million dollar insur-
ance policy that was offered to cover our events. At §7 a
person the policy was, and still i, a preat barguin. To
qualify for the insurance benefit they must maintain a
51% GWA & NRA membership level and pay the §7
per person ennual insurance premium.

The policy is enforce at the 87 per person rate as long
s the GWA maintains & membership level of at lonst 75
members, any less than that and they are forced to charge
WS A MEnimilm premim.

To offset the §7 per person premium, the GWA became
enrolled in the NRA recruiter program. By encouraging
GWA members (or noniWA types) to join the NRA they
earn $10 for every new membership and $5 for every re-
newal, With this program, and some motivated recruit-
ers, the GWA can effectively have a $1 million dollar in-
surance policy with the NRA for free!

“Then you went to register at the last GWA event, did

If you are thinking of filling out an NRA membership
application please enter the GWA recruiter number—
COOSRBD—on each and every one of the applications,
This number can be entered in the box marked “Recruiter
Number” or “K&E". If you are currently receiving NRA
renewal notices, please make sure you write the GWA
number somewhere on the renewal form. At the end of
every month that applications are received the GWA will
get a handsome cash reward from the NRA.

Some people have resisted joining the NRA for one rea-
son or andgther (and [ have yei to hear & valid and ressooeble
exruse for not joining). The fee is 335 for a year and comes
with a number of benefiis (mot to mention that 5 GWA members
work at NRA) you can call 1-800-672-3888 to find out what
the henefit program offers. If you are still unsure about
joining the ONLY association that fights to maintain the
personal liberty that makes our hobby possible, then why
not join as an associate member for $10. The GWA won't
pel A recruiter bonus for signing you up but your assoei-
ate membership counts towards maimtaining our 51% that
we need to keep our insuranee valid

Have you gotten this far and you still have a problem
with joining the NRA? I'll bet you're mad because we never
sent you that black hat we promised, ... call me and I'll
send one out today, Okay, maybe you're mad because your
postman hates you because all the mail we send out gave
him a bad back™? Call me and we'll do a *promo-kill”
and you'll never see mail from us again until it's time to
renew.

Don't agree with our politics??? Have you tried reen-
acting World War One with broom sticks? Any other
problems?*?? Call me and let’s talk, 1'll pay for the call,
1-800-672-3888, menu 6 and then 1801#. 1 bet dollars
to dog tags that you just might hate the NRA because of
some leftist, pinko, limp-wristed pap that was acciden-
tally spoon fed to you by those laughing jackals that bring
you the evening news nightly. Call and let's examine both
sides of the issue, if you can come up with a valid excuse,
I'll perzonally pay your insurance premium! (Inather words,
dio your beat, but 1 don't think your gonne win this argument |

Join for the insurance, join for the GWA, join because
you believe in the 2nd Amendment, join because you like
the hobby and would find it boring without guns, join
hecause Teddy, ke, JFK, Grant, RBurnside, Sheridan,
Merritt and 2 Meda! of Honor winners (Edison & Foss)
were all fife members, join because it's just one more thing
that really pisses off the wife, but for gosh sakes man
JOIN and JOIN NOW, tomorrow may be too late!

B S S B e e STV
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GWA Yall Combat Info

by Rick Blair
GWA Vice President

L The 1987 GWA Fall Combat Event will be held October
Jd1-November 1-2 at the Caesar Krouss Greal War
Memorial Site near Newville, Pennsylvania. The event
will officially begin at Noon on Friday the 31st and end
at Noon on Sunday, November 2nd. The site will prob-
ably open a few days early for those who want to work
on trenches, bunkers. or just do some period camping.
If vou intend to arrive early though, remember, vou
must have vour GWA dues paid-up for 1987, the rea-
gon for this requirement is for insurance purposes. [
for some reason, you haven't paid your 1997 dues yet,
send them to the GWA Treasurer:

Mike Moss
456 N New St
Bethlehem, PA 18018-5814

**NOTES: The Vice Presadent will not accept dues pay-
menis.

To find out just how early in the week the site will open,
I recommend you contoct Rick Keller at (717 264
6834. Keep in mind that the site is “locked” when not
in use,

If you mrrive on Fridsy, you must park in the front lot
nnd register befare taking vour vehicle back to the camp-
ing or combat areas After you have registored, you may
take vour vehicle to the rear parking lot and park it if
you wish. You are nof permitied to drive your vehicle
onto the combat site or vse the saccess roads behind the
trenches without first cbtaining a Vehuofe Pass from the
Registration Tent. If vou are arriving early, vou do nod
hove squatter’s rights to the access roads or other areas
behind the irenches. Take care of businesa and get your
wvehicle out of the way.

I Registration—Registration will be open from 1200
to 1600 on Friday. Registration will re-open Friday
evening from 1800 to 2000. Registration will also be
open on Saturday from 0700 to 0900. You will need to
have paid your 1997 GWA Dues (520—not prorated) to
participate in this event. You will also need to pay the
Event Fee(825) which gets vou your Trench Pass (im-
partani!). This applies to combatants, auxilinries, and
sutlers. Pay by CHECE—NOT with cash! [ cannot
stress thiz enough! 1T vou have not previously signed a
Warver of Liabifity and received a copy of the safety
guidelines, you will need to do so at Registration. The
Allies are responsible to stall the Registration Tent at
this event [Let's hope they do bettor than the Germans did this
Spring —MMW].

**Every unit on the Allied side will be expected to provide
2 men {(or more, depending on how long you want their shift to

be) cover their shift. Registration WILL KOT be left
unmanned at this event, Unit Commanders ask at reg-
istration when vou check-in to see when you're ached-
ubed tirme is. Also, registration will no longer be up at
the [ront of the gite but instead will be back near where
Combat Caterers used to set up. This will place it closer
to the combat area and help to “catch” the scofflaws
and cheats.

4. Camping—The “non-perod” camping areas are for
those who are sleeping in therr vehicles and in non-
authentic tentz, ete. Thoss who have guthentic strue-
tures and gear may camp in the “period” camping area
elosest to the Combat Site. Bring trash bags. Please
collect all your trash bags at the end of the event and
deposit them in the dumpster located i the front park-
ing lot. Lastly here, please be careful with open
fire.

f. Loecal Lodging—Faor those who do not wish to eamp
at the site, the following is 8 list of area hotels and
maotels:

“ Shippensburg Inn

Shippensburg ... . o (717)530-1234
< University Lodge Motel

Shippensburg . (T17)532-7311
% Theo's Inn

Shippensburg (717)532-5551

< Kenmar Motel

Exit 15—PA Tumpike o (T17) 432-6915

These motels are within 20 miles of the site. You may
also try motels in Chambersburg or Carlisle which are
still within an hour of the site. [If all else failks, you may do ke
thiey did “back then” and actually camp-out—ww]

fi. Food—Right now, your choices are limited to what
you oF your unit brings. We will be trving to get some
kind of food vendor an-site, but as of now we have noth-
ing lined up.
=*Note: Combal Caterers will not be ot this event to
provide food services

Sutlers—Sutlers may conduct business during the
evenl. Mo tables. chairs, sheltera, ete. will be provided.
The sutlers” area will be located along the rear parking
lot. Sutlers MUST be members of the (WAL

8. 1998-99 G-7 Elections—Voting for the 1868-80 G-7
will be eonducted by ballot during Registration, This
rescinds information printed in the Spring OfW which
stated that ballots would be available prior to the event.
Viotes will be counted at the event and the newly elected
(3-7 will be announced prior to Sunday noon. The fol-
lowing G-7 offices will not be voted on due to the
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Vice-President having received only one nomination at
the Spring 1997 Event:

< President—Mike Moss

% Vice President—Ken Boice

% Treasurer—HRandy Gaulke

% Allied Combat Commander—Mike LoCicero

& German Combat Commander—Rob Fienta
Those nominated for Allied Representative are:

% Jeff Holder
2 Tom Price
% Matt Soocy
& Only Allies Can Voie for the Allied Representative
Those nominated for Central Powers Hepresentative are:
& Jim Michauod
& Steve Fisher

# Only Central Powers Can Vote For the
Centril Powers Hepresentative

G, Bafety—A couple of izsues here:

First: The ban on “egg” type grenades will be in efTect for
the Fall Combat Event. After the Spring 1997 Combat
Event, [ found several unapproved grenades which were
not tested at the Safety Meeting. Two of thess had bean
constructed with metal parts. Anyone caught with an
unapproved grenade or other pyrotechnie device will
be leaving the event and 1 will see to 1t that such per-
sons lose their GWA membership unt] Hell freezes over
for the second time. Due to the proliferation of gre-
nades at the last event, | am asking that everyone use
digeretion and pood judgement with these deviees. IT
you are bombing a group of 2 or 3 enemy soldiers in a
ahell hole it isn't necessary to use 4 or & grenades just
because you have that many to spare. Remember too
that grenades become more of & safety concern when
people choose to cheat by not taking hits.

Becond issue: The By-Laws are clear in prohibiting mi-
nors from participation in combat scenarios. I under-
stand the argument for allowing your 12 year old son
to be the official regimental mess kit besrer, but the
By-Laws will not support this. No minors will be per-
mitted on the combat site during the combat scenarios.

Third issue: Those units camping directly off the access
roads have occasionally come under fire from artillery,
The potential for injury is sipnifieant. Anvone remain-
ing in those camps after the start of a combat scenario
will be required to wear a steel helmet for the duration
of combat. The camps themsalves are not to be attacked
and firing from the camps is prohibited.

Fourth issue: [f vou are killed afier having infiltroted
the enemy’s trenches, you must return to your own
trench. You may then aitempt another assavlt. [t is
not permissible to simply disappear a few yards down s
secondary trench and then return a few minutes later

to ambush the same people that just ambushed you
This is not how the game is to be played,

Fifth issue: There will probably be a volunteer MP unit

working at this event. Their duties will be to check
participants for trench passes, report safety violations,
keep the combat site clear of unauthorized vehicles,
and be on watch for trespassers. MP's will diaplay a
distinetive ID and will have the authority to act for the
G-T. The MP's will be courteous. They will not be au-
thorized to enpage in phyaical confrontations with any-
one for any reason, they will not have the authority to
ejeet anyone from the site, nor will they have the au-
thority to detain anyone or seize their personal prop-
erty. Il they ask for vour trench pass, show it to them.
If vou do not have a trench pass, the MP will take your
name and unit affilistion and a member of the G-7 will
ensure your participation at this event has ended. If
you are observed violating the Bafety Guidelines, an
MP will stap the combat and notify vou of the vinlation
in the presence of your unit commander. The safety
infraction will be reparted to the appropriate G-7 Com-
bat Commander who will, in turn, report it to the G-7
Bafety Officer. A serious zafety infraction could end
your participation.

“* Any unauthorized vehicles found on the combat site or

plong the access rond immediately behind the combat
site afier the start of a combat scenario will be reported
Lo the (G-T Safety OfMcer and towed at the owner's ex-
pense, The combat scenario will be stopped until the
tow truck clears the combat site. Anyone observed tres-
passing, stealing, or committing other erimes will be
prosecuted.

10, Third Event—As vou are aware hy now, there was

no third event, Early into the plunning stages of the
event it became clear that the treasury would not sup-
port & third event and there was no way to guarantee
that the event could be self-supporting. You should know
that our operating expenses have increased significantly
since we came to Newville, We pay roughly 37,000 s
year [or insurance. We turn over about $6,000 a year
Lo our landlord. Each event costs about $2,000 in sani-
tation, emergency medical serviees, barbed wire, sand-
bags, smoke, flares, printing and copying, ete. It costs
well over §1,000 a vear to send out the newsletter. We
spend about $2,000 a vear to maintain the site in &
playahle condition. We have also had to pay soms legal
fees and other mise, expenditures which add up. Abso-
Iutely no ane in the G-7 is “nickel and diming® the
ireasury.

AS you can see, it costs us & substantial amount of money

to play WWL Dues are currently $20,00 a vear and an
event fee has been running $15.00 per event. No other
revenue is coming into this club except some interest
on our account balance, We have about 450 members
and nttendance st events has avernged about 325, If

GWH VP, continued on page a5
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For GWA Treasurer:

I‘:.'l1'r!u.*rm;ilt:nr

Even though | am running unopposed, | wanged 1o in-
troduce myself to the members

To many of you, my reputarion for leceer writing has
probably preceded rhis introducrion. Afrer un unhappy
event at Fort Pickert some vears ago, | wrore a scaching
lerrer ro the Allied commuanders. {1 guess the payback & o elec
me as treasurer) | have also written letrers to the GWA on
ather ropics, including my opposition to the recent deci-
sion to outlaw German egg grenades. The object of the
many leceers is to let my voice be heard when 1 disagree
with a decision that is being or has been made. As a Ge-
frescer our in che field T have no problem following the
chain of command. However, when ir comes down to
GWA palicy, | believe that each member should have the
right to voice his opinion and, just as important, the ra-
rionale for that opinion directly oo the officers. Under the
conseitution, the officers of the GWA are clearly elecred
by the members, not their unic commanders

I have been a W1 reenactor since edrly 1993, 1 do
not reenact other perinds, becanse the Grear War is my
primary interest. However, | have traveled to che battle-
fields several omes. In face, | will miss che evene this No-
vember because 1 will be joining @ German and French
group on their work weekend near Vauquois, France.
{(Many of you had the opportoniry to meer Thomas Novack of
Oserhpusen, Germany, He will be palong pare in thes work weebend)

I do not consider myselt in expert in arms and equip-
ment, or in the development of tactics and strategy of the
wir. [ am nor a serous collector of militari. In facr, many
aof you know much more than | do about identifying farby
Feldmiitzes and incorrect booes. However, [ believe char |
do have the qualifications necessary for the Treasurer’s
position. I am currently a high yield bond analyst for
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. In chis position, |
am responsible for helping to invest over $500 million of
cash in hugh yield bonds. This involves assessing such fac-
tors a8 4 company’s financal serengeh, s markee posi-
tion, the depth of management, and the changes taking
place within che industry. | firmly believe thar che G-7
officers need to spend more time addressing the risks and
administrative details of the hobiby rhan chey spend on
reemaceing. We can never lose sighe of che fact thar we are
"pluying” with very dangerous weapons in a very lini-
RIOAUS SOCIETY,

Many of you are aware of the "politics” and animosity
between certain individuals and groups wichin the orga-
mzarion. Although palitics are a part of every organiza-

19907 GWH Clection Info

rion, | have always rried ro mainouin an independent view-
point. In face, to the extent possible | strive to understand
forh sides of the story before making a decision.

I also believe char communication from rhe (-7 must
be improved in order to minimize the rumor mill chat
exises in any organization with 300+ members, Because
of the distances involved, and because many members have
access to the internet ar home or at work, | recommend
thit the GWA establish its own web site, [ believe thit a
GWA business page discussing the lurest administrative
items should be updiared monrhly. Addinonal pages can
be set aside tor the constirution, the lease agreement (o
the extens chat it 1w w publicly-filed legil document ), |I.I.1|:I1l.'l]|:iLj|:}'
guidelines, officer addresses and phone numbers, GWA
approved wnirs, eec. (It mighe be o sensitive m put grenaede make
ing rules on the internet!?) This should not l"!:'.'.l|il.l_'l.' Cn rhe
Wire. It 1s simply meent o enhance the qualicy and fre-
quency of communicarion berween the leadership and the
members.

By now you're asking yourself whar kind of WW1 re-
enactor am I | am dedicated to the hobby, buat | realize
thar being an officer of this organizarion involves more
than having an auchencic kit and staying in first person
all weekend. 1 look forward to serving the GWA mem-
bers as Treasurer, Feel frec to contace me with your con-
CETNS, SUGEESHONS, et

f?atmfjf Gerulke,

For Allied Representitive:

I hape that you have all had a good summer—having
not only had some rime for relaxacion bue also time o
accamplish your own goals in improving your impres-
sions, as well as purting in some site work if pracrical.

First, | would hike to begin by publicly thanking Ernie
Cowan for his assistance and the use of his shop to ser-
vice several of the parts needed to overhaul my back-hoe
enging.

At rhus Fall evenr we will be holding elecrions for the
G-7—vyou may note that I am running for re-election as
the Allied Representative. Mose of the positions are
uncontested, bur nor the Allied Rep position. 1 humbly
usk for your vote chis Fall and if re-elecred, | vow to con-
tinue working hard ac improving the site and secing o
the interests of the Allied unizs.
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Some background info on me: 1 have been reenacting
since 1984 (doing Civil War) and | have been reenacting
Woorld War [ since the Spring of 1986. My normal im-
pression is thar of an NCO with the 116ch Inf, H.Q
Con, 29eh Div AEF (the martar company),

I was appointed to the position of Allied Representa-
tive abour a year and a half ago to fill the shoes of Pete
Tuetle, thereby entering the murky world of GWA poli-
tics. And I must tell you, “1 hate politics,” bue 1 feel so
strongly about our hobby and doing it right, char I will
do whatever | can o make things better.

Previously, I was the Allied Trench Master, having
begged that duty during the last event held ar the Shimps-
town sire. During the search for the new site, [ researched
the layour of rypical Allied trenches and prepared plans
for idealized syscems chat could be modified for any site,
When the possibility of acquiring the Newville arose |
wus one of the first Allied members on the site. After pur-
ting out & call for help, 1 had & small ream, consisting of
Dan Apple, Todd Galle, and myself. We physically
marked the woods for clearing and staked-our che loca-
tions of all the Allied trenches that exist there roday. Ar
the time of thar first construction, [ was busily student
teaching, yer | managed to venture an hour and o half
from my front door to the trenches, nearly every weekend
and every Wednesduy night to check on the progress. |
had to keep tabs on the progress of the back-hoe opera-
tors that were hired and, to skerch a fairly accurate map
of the Allied trenches for use of our Combar Commander
and his seafi.

After the back-hoe operators finsshed the first stages of
construction and moved onto other work, 1 decided the
only way to continually improve the Allied rrenches -
waurds roral suchenciciry would be for a GWA member to
by his own back-hoe. Last sammer [ pur my money where
my mouth is and became “the” GWA member with a
back-hoe. Last summer my machine was used o construct
the front-line living/machine-gun bunker in the cencer of
German “Area B." Of course, the day | took it back to the
Allied line, my back-hoe immediately turned traitor on
me and blew a ten-inch hole in the side of its engine block.
Thus June [ inscalled a complerely rebuile engine and will
be working on Allied trench improvements as drafred by
the Allied Sice Commirtee and myself. Although it may
seem like a conflict of interest to be borh on the G-7 and
working for the GWA as back-hoe operator, 1 assure all
GWA members that | will afways use my Eagle Scour
honesty and work for less money than the ourside con-
tractors. And for practical purposes, larger jobs such as
the modificarion noted in my Allied Rep article, will be
hured out to outsiders who can pur a full-time effore into
the project.

Once agun, I humbly ask for your vore this November.

Sincerely,

J&f%‘éf L Holedler

For Central Powers Representative:

H;, my name is Jim Michaud. I'm running for the posi-
rion of Central Powers Representative and | am ask-
ing you for your vote this Fall.

I huve been a member of the GWA and the unit com-
mander of the 5" Sturmpioniers since 1979.

I have the experience to do this job well, having been
the firse elecred CP Rep in the GWA. | held this position
from 1991 to 1993, helping to set the foundation for the
new GWA. Among the things thar we did ar chis time
was to promote a “living History” atmosphere and make
WWT maore than “just another reenacement.” [ believe
that we need ro reemphasize this living history aspect of
our hobby.

I feel thar since the job of CP Rep is ro represent the
eneire Central Powers side, there has ro be rwo-way com-
munication between the unit commanders and che CP
Rep. In order to fully represent your needs and views o
the (5-7, this communicarion is essential.

Among the things | would like to work on, if elected to
this posirion, are:

# Communication—I would like to see consistent com-
munication between all of the German units. 1 hope
facilitate networking amongst the units and encour-
age the sharing of histonical references and repro
sources. Also, 1 hope to help keep the informarion
flowing berween the different units on the projects
they have going, so rhat each may help the other—
thereby bringing a unired frone to all of our efforts in
this hoblby,

#  Authenncity Standards—Auchenticity standards
have slipped over the last few years—something many
members frequently comment on. My goal in chis area
is to come up with arcarnalie standards and 4 system
of enforcing them that everyone can live with. No-
body wants rules rammed down their throat and chis
is whar [ wish ro prevent, If you elect me, 1 will be
polling each unic as to whar they would like ro see in
the standards and ALL inpur is solicired!

S0 once again, | ask for your vore during chis election
and look forward o serving yourinterests as the Central
Powers Representarive.

Sincerely,
Jim Michaud
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Eront and rear view photos of a Corparal of Engineers of the French Army, taken at Vincennes in 1917 when this
soldier was decorated with the Croix de Guerre, a medal instituted in April 1915 and awarded to soldiers and sailors
mentioned in dispatches. The soldier is wearing the standard Model 1915 horizon-blue field infantry unifarm, with a
later M1915 capote [greatcoat] and Adrian steel helmet with engineer badge. This Poifu carries the 1907/15 Mannlicher-
Berthier, 8Bmm three-shot rifle and wears standard 1888 regular model infantry accoutrements, modified in 1915 from
black to brown leather, These consist of three ammunition pouches holding 40 rounds each suspended on a belt
with brass frame buckle and Y-straps, and 3 M1886 cruciform-style epee-bayonet on 3 branched holder. He also
wears a M1915 cloth and gauze-pad filter “Tissot™ gas mask m a metal container on his right hip, and a pattern 1861
cloth haversack on his left. Over the right shoulder he carries a ane-liter officer's model canteen with two spouts.
On his back is a M1893 waterproof cloth pack with wooden frame. Strapped to the pack is a blanket rojled in a
cloth groundsheet/tent, with folding tent poles and pegs on she left and shovel handle on the right. On top of the
pack is a spare pair of hobnailed ankle boots with rivets reinforcing the strategic points, with an individual mess tin
perched on top of the boots. Strapped to the back of the pack is an eight-man squad cooking dish

Much af the equipment he cames had nat changed from the original pattern issue, in some cases only in the color
of the item. With marching food rations and ammunition issue, sometimes cafrying an extra canteen, gas mask and
haversack, the load of this typical French poilu was as much as 85 pounds. (Photos imperial War Museum gs0381 and 050382
yia Mark Meader and Dor Angrifi},
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Book Review:

With the German Guns: !
Four Years on the Western Fronf,

1914-1913

review by Doug Kingdom

3 Komp ARE3

Herbert Sulzbach. Humden Connecticut.
Archon Boaks, 1981. 250 pages.

he early morning hours of 21 March 1918 ushered

in A massive eruption of earth and fire concen-

irated arcund the French town of St Quentin not
too far from the Belgian border, With relling thunder
that literally could be heard a2 far away as London, En-
gland, over 10,000 German guns and trénch mortgrs
opened up agninst some 2,700 puns of the Roval Artil-
lery.

In what was to become one of the most fierce and sav-
age artillery battles of the Great War, the Germans fired
mare than 3.2 million rounds that day, one third of which
were gas rounds. If one ean imagine, this amounted to
an average of about 2500 rounds per minute fired on
illied positions, all day long. [t 18 no wonder the artillery
was hated by the Infantryman of both sides,

Guns were massed in such a manner only twice more
during the war, at Chemin des Dames and Champagne-
Marne, World War 11 saw the massing of such artillery
only a handful of times on the Eastern Front, but with-
ot the gas and never with such enormous numbers of
Artillery as experienced by the soldiers at St. Quentin.
Today, one can only imagine what it must have been like
to fight under such conditions. Fortunately for us, there
are books that give us a plimpse of what it was like from
an Artillerymen’s perspective on the Front! One such
book is With the German Guns: Four Years on the
Western Frons, 1814-1818.

Herbert Sulzhach, author of With the German Guns
was the young son of & prominent Frankfurt balang fam-
ity who enlisted on the first day of the Great War, As-
signed to the German Army’s 5th Field Artillery, Herbert
Sulzbach fought for nearly a staggering 50 consecutive
manths on the Western Front!

In 1916, he earned a batilefield commission and became
a firing battery officer and later on, a battalion adjutant,
Sulzbach's batinlion fought on the Somme in 1916 and
St Quentin, Chemin des Dames, and Champagne-Marne
in 1918, Sulzbach distinguished himself in battle, earn-
ing among other decorations, the Iron Cross Second and
First Class. Miraculously, Sulzbach survived the war

without injury, while all of his close friends were killed in
battle. Between 21 March and 11 November 1918, 80 par-
cent of the regiment’s officers became casaalties.

Sulzbach's With the German Guns was originally
published in Germany in 1935 as Zwei Lebende Mauren
and was based on dianes that he carefully kept during
the war. With the German Guns i3 written in diary
style and gives a penetrating depiction of a frontline
artillerymen’s view of the war in the trenches. It also pro-
vides the reader a fascinating insight into Front Kémpfer
{Front Fighter ) small-umt social dynamies in the Old Ger-
man Army.

Firsthand accounts of some of the war's greatest battles
as well as the routine daily evenis in a soldier’s life are
described in this book. Sulzhach also recounts some truly
unigque personal experiences, such as discovering the gir-
plane wreckige containing the body of General Ludendors
atepaon while out on reconnaissance,

It is interesting and yet sad to note that when Zwei
Lebende Mauren was first published in 1935, Sulzbach’s
book received acelaim in Germany, but then it was banned
from the Third Reich once it was learned that Sulzhach
was Jewish. Stripped of his German citizenship, Sulzbach
fled to England. At the start of World War 11 in 1830,
Sulzbach was interned as an enemy alien. After repeated
attempts, Sulzbach was allowed to enlist in the British
Army. He was 44. By the time the war ended, Sulzbach
was once again an officer, this time a Captain in the Brit-
ish Army! He was placed in charge of reindoctrinating
German officer prisoners of war. Sulzhach was probahly
agne of the only officers ever to bé commissioned by both
the Kaiser and the King of England.

After World War 11, Sulzbach’s German citizen was re-
stored. He retamed his duel British-German citizenship
pnd began a new career in the German foreign service
where he received many high awards from the German,
British, and French Governments,

The Great War reenactor on either side of the line will
enjoy reading this book. With the German Guns pro-
vides an informative and highly detailed personal account
of the reality of the Western Front without dwelling on
the horrors of war. So find & good log or chair in the
bunker, light & Hindenburg candle, grab your favorite
pipe and have a good read. Just be sure to keep your hel-
met and gas mask handy! ]
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by Ernst Deksheimer
Central Powers Representative

eryone, | asked many (Germans, that is) why they

thought it was so—the almost universal answer...
the Allies were very agyressive. My Stahlhelm is off to
Captain LoCicero and all the Allisd forees for o game
well playved. They got beat of course, but it was nice to
see them at least try.

?uhu]nu.s event! This is what | heard from almost ev-

Centiral Powers Unit Commander’s
Meeting

[During the event, the Central Powers held a Unit
Commander's meating in which some decisions elfecting
you were made.

1. On the German trenches, the vole was unanimous to
begin abandoning the right side front trench and be-
gin revetting the second line (in ordor to give us mors no-
mun's land ). The front line will slowly corrode and as
shell croters are dug, the dirt and shale will be pushed
into the trench

2, The trenches on the far left of the German line will be
extended to the rosd and more traverses will be added.

3. An overland trench wall will be added weross “death
villey” to marry the left and right sides of the line
topether, (Note: Phil Schrews has eshed for & second voie an
this. Normally s vote is n wote nnd we would not, but ss Phil had
alrendy received permission for & pillbox at the end of “death
valley," we will e reviewing this decision. )

. The decision was made to request of the G-7, funds for
pigtails, which, il approved would be divided evenly
among the units,

5. The Unit Commanders also decided to press forward
on a stronger, more enforceable set of Authentienty
Regulations.

I will be working with the Unit Commanders over the
summer to hopefully have a set of regulations in place by
the Fall Event.

Complaints

As CF Hep, prior and during this event, 1 received sev-
eral complaints which will be dealt with to the Viee Pres:-
dent. They include: combal safety violations, privacy is-
suesa, and two matters of vialetion of the Bylaws. Kam-
eraden, | bring this up (without being specific | 8% a reminder
that the Hep position ig wour channel to getting probilams
addressed No one likes problems, but if left alone, they
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don't usually go away. We will get matters resolved and
the GWA will be strengthen because of it.

The Old House

Ome last ares | must bring up ot this time ia the decay-
ing house on the left side of the German line. The Site
Committee has declared the house off-limits until it can
be rendered safe. The floor joists are sound, but the floor
itself is totally decayed in areas and part of the roof is
muissing. During this last event, we roped off the bad sec-
tiona of floor and prevented passage Lo the roof. Until
this house is rendered safer though, no one may go into
it for gny purpose. (Note The Site Committe: has voted to
ermmit Germnn trench fonds to repair the main danage ),

Thanks

I would like to thank you for allowing me to be your
Central Powers Representative [or the past two years, [t
has been a privilege and a honor, 1 wish my suceessor
good fortune in this job and in the future.

T ———
German Trenchmaster’s Notes

by Mark Grael, Cemiral Powery Trenchmatior

It s the responsibility of unil commanders/administrators to re-
view the GWA Site Regulations to ensure conformity of any
trenchwork or bunkers bailt in their unit’s sector. lgnorance of
the regulations will not be considered grounds for gelting awny
with unsafe, substondord or insuthentic constrection ai the Cae-
sar kravss Crreat War Memeorizl Site. Central Powers units should
coniact the CP Rep for o copy of the Site Regulations, if they
need &N exira one,

The GWA Site Regs state that all bunkers and fighting positions
miuslt meel certain standards AND be approved by the
Trenchmaster BEFORE construction begins. I you have steried
or recently buill a bunker, shell-proof, fighting position or any
shelier with overhead cover an the Central Powers” side without
getting approval from me, vou have an unawthorized structure
which 15 subject 1o removal,

If you are responsible for any of unauthorized structures that
have heen built or started on the German side since last fall, you
have thre options: 1. Take them down before the Fall "97 evem
nnd salvage the materials; 2. Submit plans now (= snple skesch witl
da} and get approval before continuing; or 3. Finish and com-
pletely bury vour structure before the Fall event and toke a chance
that it will be condemned amywsy and removed. (1 woald highty
suppest that void use ophion 2, less vou waste oy imore effee ) 1 can give
approval by phone within 24 hours of receipt of your plans if
necessary. (Al phone spprovals will be followed up by wntien confirma-
ton ) | can be contacted ar:

Box 3106, Falls Church, WA 22043
Phaome: (03] 383-8304

ON THE WIRE — FALL 1997



Words from the

by Tim Goodwin
Central Powers Combat Commander

Spring Event and are looking forward to the No-
ember event, From the Combat Commander’s point-
of-wiew, [ was very pleased (o see how the varipos (Ger-
man units are beginning to function as a team. The Chain-
of-Command is being used and orders are being executed
promptly. All the German units acted very profesaionally
ind gave & pood necount of themaelves,

Gerynm- | have spoken with had a great time at the

Safety

Ad the April event, we had three minor injuries, none
of which involved safety infractions. The most serious
imjury oceurred when one of our comrades tore a liga-
ment in his ankle, as he was jumping into a8 shell hole
This not only put him out of the battle, but he aiso in-
curred subsequent medical expenses. The second was when
an Allied saldier took a direct hit in the helmel by one of
the 12. MWEK's mortar rounds and was momentarily
stunned (this is why everyone in required o wear bolmets). The
third injury involved smoke inhalation; the individual in
fuestion was checleed out by the EMT's and returned to
action,

Safety continues to be an important element in the con-
tinustion of our hobby. Most individoals on the field take
safety very seriously, and | am glad to report unit leaders
are becoming more proactive in the enforcement of the
GWA's Safety Guidelines. Should anyone encounter any
problems on the battlefield or observe any potentiolly

Central Powers Combat Commander

hnzardous situation, immediately report this ap your
Chain-of-Command 20 we can get it resalved! | received
several complaints following this last event regarding a
“specific” Allied unit, which are now being acted upon.
Always remember, our primary goal is go to these events,
have a GREAT time, and NOT have anyone get hurt!

Goals

The Newville site iz slowly beginning to improve, as
individual units continue working on their assigned sec-
tors, Partdeular note should be taken of the excellent job
the 20th Machine Gun has done in revetting their fromi.
line position and [R63's bunker construction project.

My immediate goals for the next event include:

1) Completion of our field telephone network

21 Practice the use of authentic amall group tactics

) Btriet adherence to the Chain-of-Commoand

4] Timeliness (ie. get troops into position and start the battle

on time ),

Thanks

Finally, I would like to thank Werner Gruhl and Rob
Fienta for their invaluable support s members of my
staff, | Jook forwand'to leading the Central Powers agninst
the Allied Hordes this Fall! Should anyone need to con-
tact me regarding the combat portion of the event, I can
be reached at 614-427-3544! See you in November!

ﬁ’aupfm&tﬁﬁf fi"u(;ujz‘ He.in

ink.a Timothy E. Goodwin|

Central Powers Command Structure
For your information, the following is the current: Central Powers Command Structure

Central Powers Staff

_ Billet Name  CommandPriority
L CP Combat Commander .......... Hauptmann Tim Goodwin #1
L3 CP XO (Znd-in-Cmnd ) e Dberleninant Hob fienta #2
& CP Adjutant ............... st e ee.s Gefreiter Werner Gruhl —
Abteilung Commanders
& L Abteiling ..._.............c.e...... Vizefeldwebel Jef Fontana #5
& 2. AEUng ...coviiiirmmnnsissionians Vizefeldwebel Craig Nordguist ( Deks) .......... #d
3 3 AbeIUNE ..o Leutnant Chuck Lindvig #3
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‘We are s march in the dirsctien of Verdun.
Faces are grave. The guns are thundering
ever there. IU's a real lurmace, evervens
reaiizes that perhaps temerrow death will

by Henri Desagneaus
edited by Mark Meader

Reprinted wiith permission from Der Angriff, Nr. 1B,
May 1982, courtesy of Blue Acorn Fress

uddenly, on 21 February 1916, 1,200 concealed Ger-

man cannon fecing the great French fortress of Ver-

dun drummed out a new and bloody taitoo in the
history of warfare. Nothing to equal the weight of the
German bombardment had ever bean experienced by any
fortress or army before,

The ominous German eode name for the asasult on Ver-
diin was " Operation Execution Place” Their massive open-
ing attacks on the frontiers of France in 1914 had bogged
down, and the year of 1915 had been a8 period of sterile
victories or bloody defeats for both sides. A stalemate had
been reached on the Western Front that had to be bro-
ken. To do this the Germans attacked Verdun in early
1916, but with an entirely new idea in mind, drawn out of
the coldly-caleulating person of the German chief of staT,
(reneral Erich von Falkenhayn

The ohject of the operation was not Lo secure i decisive
victory, on ground the French considered sacred, but was
mstead, to draw the French Army and its reserves into
the salient, and bleed them white, Al o frightfol eost the
Fronch held, but they finally discarded their doctrines of

French trench mortars (220) in action. (R WeiBl collection)

14

NFERN(

“lattaque & outrance” and “ alan,” and the following year
suffered mutinies in the rear, The weight of Allied effort
passed to the British who had to advance their automn
1916 plans for attack on the Somme to July, in order to
relieve the hardpressed French at Verdun

For 10 months, from 21 Februarv to 18 December 1916,
i an area of ittle more than three and one-half miles,
250,000 Frenchmen were killed, more than 100,004 were
written off a8 missing —their remains pulverized by un-
ceasing bombardments—and more than 300,000 wounded
or gassed. Into the constant attack and counterattack to
capture, recapiure and hold the series of fortified ridges
around Verdun came most of the regiments of the French
Army in their turn, replacing decimated repments one
after the other. One of these was the 35%th Regiment of
the Line, with the 21st Company of the Gth Battalion com-
manded by Lirutenant Sernrd Desgenestix,

Mobilized as a reserve lieutenant in the railway trans-
port service of France on 2 August 1914, Desagneaux was
invabved in vartous duties supplying French divigions, until
December 1914 when he was made assistant railway con-
trol officer at Grey, France. He served there through 1815,
then was assigned to o training course for comprny cum-
manders at Remiremont. At this period in the war, al-
most all of the experienced officers of the French Army
had been killed or dissbled, so that NCOs and enlisted
men were being taken into the officer system in order to
lead France's decimated armies.

Lieutenant Desagmesux first was assigned to the
2%nd Company, Gth Battalion, 358th Regiment. He
saw some combat at Armancourt where he was or-
dered to take command of the 215t Company. Noth-
ing, however, had prepared him or hiz men for the
horrors in store for them when they were told the
369th was to march to Verdun to take itg ploee in
the line

The following account is from Desagneaux's
A French Soldier's War Diary 1914-1918, pub-
lighed by Severn House Publishers Lid. (Elmileld Press )
in 1875.. The book's original French title was ofour-
nal de Guerre 14-18, edited by Desagneaux’s son,
Jean, and was published in 1971 by Les Editions
Denoel. The extracts speak for themselves of the ter-
ror, anguish and utter futility experisnced by French
troops in the rat-runs of Verdun
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Verdun Sector
31 Moy 1o 5 July 1916

10 June, Saturday

At one in the morning, order for departure at 4
am. We are to march in the direction of Verdun
That gives us an extra day of life! We are billeted at
Rosieres near Bar.

12 June, Monday

Issomeourt, last stage belore Verdun. There is not
much room a8 car-load upon car-load of supplies
and munitions speed past us.

13 June, Tuesday

Reveille at 2 a.m. At 5, we travel by ear and are
put down at Nixeville, 6 kilometers from Verdun
We hivoune in 0 wood in 8 luke of mud. The guns
fire angrily, it's pouring down rain. At 3 p.m. we
are ordered to stand by to leave We don't, howsver. We
spend the night and the day of the 14th waiting in torren-
tial rain with mud up to our ankles. Our teeth chatter
with cold, we are very uncomfortable. Although the troops
have been stopping here for the last four months to go to
and from Verdun, there is not one single hut or shelter,
We camp in individual tents in thick mud. Yoo should
hear what the men have to say about it !

At 5 p.m., order for departure ot 6§:30, We are poing to
be quartered in the Citadel of Verdun. Faces are grave,
The puns are thundering over there. [i's a real formace,
everyone realizes thst perhaps tomorrow death will come.
Numerous rumours are circulating; we are going to Mort-
Homme which has been captured by the Socfes or to the
fort at Vaux... What is certain, nothing good lies in store
for us.

We arrive at the Citadel at 10 p.m. after a difficult march
through the muad.

15 June, Thursday

We spend the day in the Citadel waiting. The guns fire
ceaselessly, Huge shells (380s420s) orosh down on Ver
dun eausing serious damage. 1 walk as far down as the
town, it's in ruins and deserted, One can't stay outside
fior long as shells are dropping everywhere,

The Citadel 15 a real underground town, with narrow-

gaupe railway, dormitories, and rooms of every type; it's

safer hers, but very gloomy.

At 8in the evening, we leave, not knowing our destina-
tion, We advance slowly through the night. At every mo-
ment huge shells come and explode on Verdun, at the cross-
roads, and in the direction of our gun-batieries which are
stationed on all sides. We march in silence, everyone con-
srious of the seriousness of the moment.

At 1 a.m. we arrive af the Bras-Kavine Guarries, where
we remain in reserve. No shelter, nothing, we are in the
open felds ol the mercy of the frst shell.
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[amuuﬂaged French heavy gun on a railroad car near Vienne-
le-Chateau (Marne); (R Weil collection)

16 June, Friday

Buperh weaiher, but not far from us, 1t's a furnsce of
artillery fire. The Bocfes pump their shells at us, and our
guns reply. What & racket! 150s and 210s scour the land
on all sides and there is nothing anyone can do but wait.
The hattalion is massed in the ravine without any shel-
ter, if their shelling was not at random it would be dread-
ful for us. The German observation balloons scan the
horizon. Up in the air, their planes search {or us; we curl
up in o hole when a shell burts near us and it's like this
until evening when orders arrive.

At B p.m. my eompany and another (ihe 24th | receve the
order to advance with a view to reinforeing the Sth Bat-
talion which is to attack on the following day. We leave,
not knowing exactly where we are going; and no one has
a map. We have a vague idea where the command posts
are; guides are rare in this aren where death stalks at
every step. With difficulty we move along crumbling
trenches, cross a ridge to take up our positions in the
Havin des Dames (less than o kilometer doe west from Port
Dousument, whieh iz held by the Hoches). The shells still rain
down, no shelter,

We haven't eaten for twenty-four hoors and don't know
if supplies can arrive tonight.

17 June, Saturday

The attack is due at & a.m. The 106th is in charge with
the oth Battalion of the 359th as support. We have to
recapture a trench at the top of the ravine that the Boches
took from us the day before. We spend the night in the
Bras-Ravin; hurriedly we dig a trench to give the men
pome shelter, Just beside us there is a cemetery where the
dead are being brought st every moment. The guns fire
furiously, from 3 o'clock it's hell. One cannot imagine
what the simple phrase of an official statement like “We
have recaptured a trench” really means! The attack 15
prepared from 4 to 9 o elock: all puns firing topether. The
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caught us in & hail of machinegun fire, We succeeded
in capturing several parts of ithe trench but couldn't
hold them; at the moment our iroops are scattered
here and there in shell-craters. During the attack the
Crerman planes bombed our men ceaselesaly. Chur losses
are enormons; the 106ih already has 350-400 men out
of action, two captaing killed and a large number of
officers wounded. The Gth Battalion of the 358th,
which was advancing in support waa caught by gun-

ﬂﬁ"ﬂ fire and suffered heavily, The 19th Company hasn't

got one officer left; in the 18th, three are missing. We
have 32 Baches as prisoners, The positions are the
same as before the asttack—with our troops only be-
ingable to maintain the front-line position which they
had previously.

At nightfall, the dead arrive on stretchers at the
cemetery. In this, the Ravine of Death, they lay there,
lined up, waiting to be put into the holes that are
hastily being dug to receive them: Major Payen, his
head red with blood; Major Cormouls, black with
smoke still others unrecognizable and often in pieces.
A sad speetacle, which iz repeated here every day.

18 June, Sunday

We have had to leave to occupy our new positions
before our food arrived. [t's the second day withouwt
food. We eat whot Bttle we've got amid huge black
flies,

We are stuck at the top of the ridge in a half-col-
lapsed trench, without any shelter. The whole night
there is terrible shelling; we lie Nat and pray {or any
hole to shelter in. At every moment we are sprayed

Map by R.A. Baumgariner

Germans fire non-stop, ammunition dumps blow up, it's
deadly. There are so many explosions around us that the
air reeks of powder and earth; we can't see clearly any-
more. We wait anxiously without knowing whether we
shall be alive an hour Inter.

At 8, the punners’ range lengthens, We ean't see any-
thing up in front anymore. The planes Ny, low signaling
all the time.

At 11, after a relative pause, the cannonade starts up
agnin. AL 2 p.m it's worse still, it's enough to drive you
mad; the Boches are only finng their 210s and 1508, shrap-
nel explodes above us. we have no idea of what is happen-
ing or the result. We are infested by huge black flies. You
don't know where to put yourself.

At 6 pm. [ receive the arder to reconnoiter the gun
emplacementis in the front line, &s our battalion is reliev-
ing tonight, The shell-bursts are so continuously heavy
that we cannot advance before nightfall and it is impos-
sible to cross the ridge,

The wounded from this morning's attack are beginning
to arrive we learn what happened; our artillery fired too
short and demaolished our front line trench (evacunted for
the attack |, instead of firing on the Sxehes When we at-
tacked the Germans let us advance to 15 meters and then

with clods of earth and stone splinters. There must
bar an sittack on the right, &5 one can hear the chatter
of machineguns. How many men are afraid! How many
“romxes de (Fuerre " are weik at the knees |

The 210s make the ground quake, it's hellish, and ex-
plains the dazed looks of those who return from such a
BeeLor,

It's Sunday! Day breaks amid bursts of gunfire. We await
prders. One can’t think of washing or sleeping. No news;
neither papers, nor letters. [t's a void, we are no longer in
A civilized world, One suffers, and saya nothing, the night
has been eold; lying on the damp earth one just shivers,
not being able to breathe properly because of the smell [of
ihie deni .

The afternoon does not pass too badly. It's an artillery
duel, where the infantry is not spared.

At 8 p.m. | receive the order to relieve in the front line a
company of the 106th.

At 9 p.m. this order is countermanded, [ am to relieve a
company of the Gth Battalion af the 358th in the ravine,
al the “Boyau-Marie,” near “Trois Cornes™ wood where
there are attacks every day...

Orders and counter-orders follow each other; no one
has a map or even a sketch. We don't know where the
Boches are, but there is some fear that they will attack us
on the right.
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French troops march to the front. Scenes such as this were enacted almast daily on the roads south of Verdun

during 1916, (Impernal War Museum photo Q10978),

My company is all in a line in this trench, which col-
lapsed yesterday under the bombardment following our
attack. A squad of machine-gunners of the 5th Battalion
is buried in it; the following day at dawn we will discover
all along the trench, corpses, their legs and arms pro-
truding out of the ground.

Searcely are we in position when the shelling restarts;
the only shelter are small crannies in which one must
curl up. We are being shelled from the front and from the
Mank. What fire! The ground trembles, the air is un-breath-
nhle;, by midnight I have already eight wounded in my
COMpany.

19 June, Monday

We are expecting an attack at any moment. There is
talk of recapturing the trenches with grenades. But what
are pur leaders doing” Ah, we don't see them here, We are
left to ourselves, they won't come and bother us.

We try and make ourselves as comfortahle as posaible
hut the more we dig the more bodies we find, We give up
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and go elsewhere, but we just leave one graveyard for
another, At dawn we have to stop as the German planes
are up above spying on us. They signal and the guns start
up again, more furiously than before.

Mo sleep, no water, imposszible to move out of one’s hole
to even show your head above the trench. We are filthy
dirty and have only cold tinned food to eat. We are not
receiving supplies any more and have only been here for
four days.

20 June, Tuesday

The food supplies only arrive with preat diffiealty ot 2
this morning. Still no water. When one has exhausted
one's ration of coffee and wine, you have to go thirsty. By
dny, the heat is overpowering, we are surrounded by fliea
and corpses which give off 8 nauseating smell.

On the alert the whole night. Our position is critical
The Boches harass us. On our right the ravine cannot be
oorupied hecause of the shelling, The Thiamont and Vanx
waorks are being bombarded continuously. On the left, too,
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Bras and Mort-Homme are being shelled ,

Yesterday my company had two men killed and 10
wintinded.

10 p.om. Great eommotion, red and white flares, chatter
of machine-guns, thunder of artillery, 400 meters from us
& new attack is unleashed upon our lines, Every man is at
his post waiting the whole night through. Will the Boches
rush us from the top of the ridge? Shells explode only
metera from us and all around men fall wounded. We are
blinded by the shells and by the earth they throw up, it's
an inferno, one could write about such a day minute by
manute.

Meanwhile, orders to stand by arrive. Ready we are,
but those who are sending these orders, without knowing
what is happening, would do betier to come here to see
the position we are in.

Taday, 1 killed and 9 wounded in my company,

21 June, Wednesday

Impossible to sleep, even an hour, the deluge of shells
contimues and the whole night frantic orders follow each
other: you may be attacked, be ready! We have been ready
for three daye.

The night passes in an inferno of fire. Near Mort-
Homme, calm has returned, the Boches are concentrat-
ing om Hill 321 and Vaux—it's hell out there—you won-
der how anyone will come out alive. The shells, the shrap-
nel, the 2108 fall like hail for twenty-four hours nonstop,
only to start again; everything trembles, one's nerves as
well as the ground. We fecl at the end of our tether,

B p.om. We have been bombarded by 210s for exactly
twenty-four hours. The Germans have been attacking on
our right sinee 6 p.m. My company ot every moment re-
cerves the order to stand by to advance. It's a state of
perpetual anguish, not 8 moment's respite.

We cronch there, our pecks on our backs, waiting, scan-
ning the top of the ridge to see what is happening and this
lasts until nightfall. We are haggard, dazed. hungry, and
feverizhly thirsty, but there is no water. In some compa-
nies there have been cases of madness. How much longer
are we going to stay in this situation?

22 June, Thursday

At last in the evening | receive the order io relieve the
24" Company in the front line. The whole afternoon there
has been a deluge of shells on the ravine, perhaps we will
b calmer in the front line? But where to go to relieve” A
reconnaissance is impossible, no one hae an idea where
the troops are exactly.

AL B pm. an avalanche of fire bursis on the ridpe, the
relief has to be delayed, it would be impossible to pass. s
it an attack? There is gos as well a5 shells, we can't breathe
and are forced to put on our masks.

At 11 p.m. we leave. What a reliefl Not knowing our
front line positions we advance haphazardly and over the
top we find our men crouching in shell holes.

My company is placed in ane line, without any trench,
in shell craters.
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It's a plateau, swept continuously by machine-gun fire
and lares. Every ten steps one has to fall flat on the ground
a0 a8 to not be seen. The terrain is littered with corpses.
What an advance! It"s dark, one {eels something soft be-
neath one's feet, it 8 stomach. One falls down flal and
it's a earpse. It's awful; we start again with only one de-
gire—to get there,

My compuny occupies a broken line. Impossible to move
around in daylight. To the left, no communication with
the neighboring company; just a hole 100 meters long, we
don't know if the Boshes are there. In the center, the
same hole—oecupied or not? 1 have s squad which is com-
pletely isolated and stay with it

The eaptain | am relieving (Svmian) tries to show me
the terrain. He doesn't know it himself, dazed by four
days spent up front amid dead and wounded.

In a nightmare advance, we stumble forward falling in
shell eraters, walking on corpses, flinging ourselves re-
peatedly on the ground. Ground where there lie forever
men of the 106th, of the 356th, still others of regiments
which preceded us. It's a graveyard, a glimpse of hell.

23 June, Friday

5 im. The bombardment starts up again fiercely. [ get
a shell splinter in my lip. Nothing serious fortunately, as
the wounded have to wait until evening to get their wounds
dressed One cannot leave the zhell hole even by crawling
on one's siomach.

7 a.m. Alert. Commotion. The Baches attack. They are
driven back by our return fire. In the direction of Hill 321
huge sttack which lasts three hours with wave upon wave
of them,

The heat is oppressive. Around us the stench of the
corpses is nauseating. We have to live, eat, and wait in it.
Do ar die! It's six davs now sinee we had a moment's rest
of sleep. The attacks follow each other. The Boches have
succeeded in advancing townrds Hill 321 and in oecupy-
ing a part of the ravine behind us, where our reinforee-
menis are,

The shelling has completely destroyed the trench where
we were veasterday, the dead and wounded are too numer-
oS Lo count.

24 June, Saturday

Big German offensive on the right bank of the Meuse.
Thizs news arrived during the night. There is no question
of our being relieved. Everything is silent and is behind
us; on Fleury Ridge the Boche continue infiltrating. We
have been turned! There is no longer any doubt, as we
can see enemy columns invading the terrain and their
machine-puns are attacking us from behind while our
prtillery has to move back.

Now something worse, my men, who hawve been suffer-
ing all sorts of hardships for the last seven days, are be-
coming demoralized. The word “prisoner” is being whis-
pitreil. For many this wouold seem salvation. We must fight
nprinst this notion, raise morale. But how? We can't move
around, and only those near us can hear. They are all
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good chaps who won't leave us and will form a bodyguard.

What are we waiting far® We don't know. Yet we can
only wait for it: perhaps the attack which will kill us, or
the bombardment to bury us, or exile even. We spend some
anxious hours without knowing how long this will last,

Impossible to eat, our nerves can't stand it. If we have s
call of nature to satisfy, we have to do it in & tin or on a
ghovel and throw it over the top of our shell hole. It's like
this every day.

25 June, Sunday

Terrible day and night. At 3 am., without warning,
our own troops attack us from behind in order to recap-
ture the terrain lost the day before on our right. These
troops, withoul precise orders, withoul maps, without even
knowing where our lines are, ventured off, They fell upon
us, believing they had found the Soches But the Bocfhes
were 100 meters in froot, Iving in wait, and bursts of
machine-gun fire cut them down in our trench, We thus
hiove another heap of corpses and wounded orving out,
but whom we are powerless to help. Trench! Well, almest
every evening we bury the dead on the spot and it's they
who form the parapets!

At 6 am. the guns fire furiously and to add to our plight,
our 755 fire at us, Ternble panic; six wounded at ane go
from a shellburst, everyone wants to run for it. Agnel and
I have to force these poor devils back by drewing our re-
volvers.

Majar David is killed in turn by s
our 768 Our preen flares ask for §
the range to be lengthened, but with
all the dust our artillery can't see n
thing. We don't know where to put
ourselves, we are powerless. [so-
lated from evervthing with no
means of communication, There's
blood everywhers, the wounded
have sought refupe with us, think-
ing that we could help them; the
hlood Mows, the heat s atrocious,
the corpses stink, the flies buzz—
it's enough to drive one mad. Two
mien of the 24th Company commit
suicide

At 2 p.m. our Ths start firing on
us apain. Our situation is eritical.
It is only improved when | send o
loyal man ot full spesd with a re-
port to the Colonel. Luelily he gets
through

26 June, Monday

Our 220 mortirs bombard
Thinimaont; we st recRpture some
tErrEn (o give Ourse|ves soime roofm
and to drive the enemy back in its

have been in the front line and the relieving troops have
been annihilated this morning during the attacks.

Hain replaces the sun; filthy mud. We can't sit down
anymore. We are covered in slime and yet have to he flat.
I haven't washed for ten days, my beard is growing. | am
unrecopnizable, frightening dirty,

27 June, Tuesday

The puns thunder the whale night: the men who left to
fetch the food at 10 last night haven't come back. Still
lonper without food or drind.

4:30 a.m., first attack an Thisumont and Hill 321.

B gm., second attack. All around us men are falling;
there are some only 5§ meters from us in shell holes, yet
we can't help them. If you show your head, vou get a
burst of machine-gun fire.

The whaole day, incessant firing: the Hoches counter-
attack; we drive them back by our rifle fire and with pre-
nndes,

My company is rapidly diminishing, we are about sixty
left now, with this small number we still have to hold our
position. In the evening, when the men go to fetch sup-
plies we ore really at the merey of an attack. 5till no re-
lief.

28 June, Wednesday
Hardest day to endure, The Boches begin to pound our

advance on Fleury. We attack in- The Poilu as envisioned in popular art of the time—fighting at the front with a
cessantly. It's four days since we quiet determination and self-confidence to see the job done; a far cry from the

reality of the trenches

e S e o T e o U
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positions, we take cover; some try to flee, we have to get
our revolvers out again and stand in their way. It's hard,
our nerves are frayed and it's difficult to make them see
FEASOTL.

At midday, while we are trying to sat a bit of chocolate,
Agnel's orderly has his back broken beside us; the poor
chap is groaning, there is nothing we can do except to
wait for nightfall, and then, take him to the frst-aid post,
and will we be ahle to? The wounded are 2o numeroons and
we have so few men left that those who can't walk some-
tirmes have to wait for 48 hours before being taken oway,
The stretcher-bearers are frightened and don’t like com-
ing to us. Furthermore, the nights are so short that they
can only make one trip. One trip: four men to take one on
a stretcher!

1 p.m. it's an inferno: the Bockesundoubtedly are pre-
paring to attack us. Shells seream down on every side: o
niw panic to be checked. At 6 p.m. when we are dazed and
numb, the firing range lengthens and suddenly everyone
is on his feet, shoating, the Sochesare coming. They at-
tnck in massed formation, in columns of eight!

These troopa who moments ago were in despair, are at
their posts in o twinkling: we hold our grenades until the
Bochesare at 16 meters, then let them have it Guns barl,
and a machine-gun which survived the avalanche of shells
is wreaking havoe, The Boches are eut down; amid the
smoke we see dozens of dead and wounded, and the rest
retreating back to their trenches. Our commanding of-
ficer, thinking that we gre hard-pressed, sends us wel-
come reinforcements. They will be useful for supplies and
taking the wounded away.

Only around 9 p.m. is it quieter. We help the wounded
who are waiting to be taken awny. Our shell holes are
lakes of mud. It is raining and we don't know where to
put ourselves; our rifles don't work anymore, and we can
only rely upon our grenades which are in short supply.

This evening, still no relief; another twenty-four hours
o pet through. It gets colder 6t night, we lie down in the
mud and wait.

29 June, Thursday

COhir fourteenth day in this sector. The bombardment
eontinues, our nerves make us tremble, we can’t eat any
more, we are exhausted.

Siill no relief.

30 June, Friday

Attacks and counter-attacks. Frightful day—the shell-
ing and the fatigue are becoming harder to bear. At 10
a.m,, French aitack on Thiaumont; the artillery fires
12,000 rounds of 256s, 550 of 2205 and the 765 fire at will,

The din began at 6 this morning; the Bocfe reply fori-
ously. It's hell, we are getting hit more and more often as
our position is the favourite enemy target. The majority
of the shells fall on or around us. The shelling will last
ten hours! And during this time we expect an attack at
any moment. To make it worse, my own company is hard
hit. A 210 falls directly on a group of men sheltering in &
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A good view of a French trench line—most were not
even in this good of shape at Verdun due to the
constant shelling. The officer on the left is a chasseur a
pied (Alpine Troops), considered one of the elite units
of the French Army,

hote: 3 killed and 2 seriously wounded who drag them-
selves up to me to plead for help, A minute lster a second
ghell sgends n machine-gun ving, killing two more men
and wounding a third. It's panie stations—the men run,
and under & hail of gunfire, | have to foree them back
again with a revolver in my hand. Everyone goes back to
his post. We set up another machine-gun and keep watch.

At 10 am. and 2 p.m. first and second French attacks
on Thisumont. The Bocfes harass us with their fire. Cur
heads are buzzing we have had enough. Myself, Agnel,
and my arderly are squashed in a hole, protecting our-
selves from splinters with our packs. Numb and dazed,
without saying a word, and with our hearis pounding, we
await the shell that will destroy us. The wounded are in-
creasing in numbers around us. The poor devils not know-
ing where to come to us, believing that they will be helped
What can we do? There are clouds of smoke, the air is un-
breathable. There's death everywhere. At our feet the
wounded groan in a pool of blood; two of them, more seri-
ously hit, are breathing their last. One, a machine-gun-
ner, has been hlinded, with one eyve hanging out of its
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pocket and the other torn out; in addition he has lost a
leg. The second has no face, an arm blown off and a hor-
rible wound in the stomach. Moaning and suiTering atro-
ciously one begs me, “Lisutenant, don't let me die, Lie-
tenant I'm suffering, help me ! The other, perhaps more
gravely wounded and near to death, implores me to kill
him with these words, “Lisutenant if vou don't want to,
give me your revolver!” Frightful, terrible moments, while
the cannons hiarry us and we dre spattered with muod and
earth by the shells. For hours these groans and supplica-
tions continue until, at 6 p.m., they die before our eyes
without anyone being able to help them.

At this moment the hurricane of fire ceases, we prepare
to receive an attack, but fortunately nothing happens.

We look at one another, our eyea hagpard, trembling
all over, half-crazy. s it going to start all over again?

At lasi, at B p.m., an order: we are to be relieved. What
a cry of joy from those of us lefi. We wait anxiously and
it's 2 a.m. before the replacements arrive. Our informa-
tion is quickly passed on. Soon it will be dawn and we
have to cross the zone before sunrise

Tiredness disappears, and our limbs regun enough
strength to escape from these plains where at every step
the puns have done their work; corpses of men, carcasses
of horeses, overturned vehicles, it 5 0 hormfie graveyard
all the way to Verdun. We halt, the puns are rumbling in
the distance, we can breathe at last; we call the rall, how
many men are missing when their names are called!

Our time at Verdun has been awful Our faces have
nothing human about them. For sixteen davs we have
nether washed nor slept. Life has been amongst the dead
and dytng, hardships of every sort and inecessant anguish
Our cheeks are hollow, beards are long and our clothes
thick with mud. And above all, we have a vizsion of these
horrifie days, the memory of a comrade fallen in action;
each one of us thinks of those who have not returned
Despite our joy at being alive, our eyes reveal the crazy
horror of it all

During the struggle whole regiments have melted away
The 126th Division doesn’t exist any more. The 359th
hews lost 33 officers and 1,100 men. My company (the 21xt I,
with the 22nd, had the heaviest pressure to bear, Both
resisted all German attacks. They prevented their descent
into the ravine and therefore the complete encirclement
of the area,

1 July, Saturday

After being relieved, we are quartered at Bois-la-Ville,
in the same camp where we stopped on the way here, We
arrive at 2 a.m., exhausted. We fall into bed and sleep like
brutes.

2 July, Sunday

At 8 am. we pile into cars, glad to leave this ill-fated
region far behind. We get out at Ligny-en-Barrois at 2
p.m. We spend the evening at ablutions.
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5 July, Wednesday: Promoted Captain.

Captain Henri Desagneaux was given leave for a week
ind rejoined his regiment ot Liverdun. He served with
his regiment on the Somme and later on the Aisne, Mount
Hemmel, Guiscard and at Montdidier, finally being dis-
charged in January 1919

Despgneaux and hizs men had served their time at the
Golgatha that was Verdun, but the constant attack and
counterattack to hold the ground around the city went
on for six more months, with no significant gaing being
made hy either side. For both sides the carnage of Verdun
became a symbol: for the Germans, ,Seficksal™ or na-
tional destiny; for the French, * Mhonneur de France.” In
every sense of the word however, Verdun was a catastro-
phe—a distillation of the heroism, stupidities, tactical
hankrupteies and all the horrors of the First World War.

A French Soldier's War Diary |9/ 4-1918, published by Sevvern
House Pubdisteers Lid. [Eimbsid Prasa) & 97 5—A80 rights
reserved. Orginalty published in French as fournal de Guerre
14-18, and edited by Desagreaus's son, Jemn, and was
published in 197! by Lea Editions Denoel.

Lieutenant Henn Desagneaux
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A Guide to Better
Reenacting

by Ernst Deksheimer
JAR63

Dg,rim;! It happens to us all at some point in our ex-

istence here on earth. It seemed to happen all too

frequently to the boys in the trenches, on both
sides, during the First World War. Anyone with any lon-
gevity in this hobby remembers the “everyvone diea!™ call
of Chris Aleo. This edition of “A Guide to Betfer Reen-
acting” will sceentuate the need for us to get back to
some of the ald methods of attack /defense and dying. First
a few siatistics to show you that Chris was not wrong.
Here are the numbers for some of the nations involved in
participants and casualties:

Germany
11,000,000 soldiers mobilized 6,018, 758 casunlties

Austro-Hungary
7,800,000 soldiers mobilized /4,820,000 casualties

Turkey
2,850,000 soldiers mobilized/ 725, 0000 casualties

France
B, 410,004 soldiers mohilized/, 641,800 casualties

Great Britain
B, 904,467 soldiers mohilized 2,998,583 casualties

Russia
12,000,000 saldiers mobilized /5,650,000 casunlties

Italy
5,616,000 soldiers mobilized/ 1,597,000 casualties

United States
4,355,000 soldiers mobilized/ 360,300 casualties

Siaggering Gentlemen, isn't it?... Evervone dies!!

Heenacting of the Battle

Now we come to the reenacting of the battle. Obviously,
we don't have the same numbers available to waste in
frontal assaulis against a determined, dug in foe, who is
strafing the field with small arms and MG fire, mortar
shells, artillery and grenades. Should we truly be facing
our attackers, the numbers reaching mid-field would be
minimal, [n the same way, the defendors would be dving
in droves from artillery bursts and continual rifle and
MG fire to the point that when attackers did arrive they
might not find too many even alive to shoot. We want
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realism, but must provide for some modicum of success
for attackers to succeed and defenders to defend. So how
do we do it™?

Rules of Combat Assault

The rules of combat assault from earlier days of WW1
provide us with & reasonable zolution. Here they are:

Attack:

% Take a number of casualties, based on the opposition
faced. [f the opposition is too great for the number of
attackers, the assault fails. While they may not get
back up to join in the assault, if the assault succesds,
those casualties in the field may join their comrades
in the enemy trench.

& Il the assault faeils, the soldiers must return to their
own trench.

# The prolific use of smoke, gas and grenades will md the
attackers in reasonably reaching their ohjective.

[ Mote: The OWA defines a gas attsch as colored smoke and smoke as
white smoke|

# Those not wearing a gas mask during a gas attack are
considered caspalties and are to be ignored.

# Bayonets may be fixed for an assault, provided no one
reaches the enemy trench line.

In the Trenches:

# If g soldier beromes a casualty in the enemy's trench,
he must leave it and go back to his own,

# To avoid an unending supply of ammo, don't go
“BANG!" Instesd fire straight up and only if fur-
ther than 810 feet from the enemy.

# Grenades kill or disable if exploded within & feet of the
soldier.

# There is no jumping “over the top of the tremch” to get
around an enemy position.

# No fixing bayonets, using real knives or shovels in the
trench.

It has been my recent experience Lhat some soldiers sim-
ply cannot be removed from the enemy trench. They are
killed but quickly come back to life and fight on. Friends,
as in real life, there are absolutes. Dead is dead! This is
the bigpest rule in the combat we do... [t simply is not fair
if through a brilliant attack, we cannot win, nor through
a brilliant defense, stave off utter defeat!!! Remember. ..
EVERYONE DIES!!! Lat's be fair and have a great time.

Next time—The use of grenades.
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WA VD, continued from FAgE g

wou do the math, you can see we're losing ground. Re-
memhber, we have only begun to develop the site and
thust iz poing to require significantly more money Lhan
we presently have or anticipate having, 1'm afraid the
plain fact is, we can pay a higher event fee or have
fewer of the things that make for a good reenactment,
Maorv has already covered the new fee schedule in his
article, but here they are again: the November event
fee will rise to 326 for all members, In the Spring 1008
that fee will rise to $40—however, o 16 disconnt will

be offered to those members in possession of o valid
NRA membership card making the fee only 325 for
NEA members

12 Clean-up—ALL UNITS MUST PARTICIPATE IN

THE SITE CLEAN-UP ON SUNDAY, Clean-up will
begin at 0800 on the Combat Site, You are not Just
respansible for your own little hole. You are also re-
gpongible to help elean-up No-Man's Land and the rear
areas as well. Do nof throw live pyro into the trash—
it should be gathered into a designated area and then
detonated. Trash bags for clean-up will be issued.

1997 Fall Combat Event Schedule

Friday
BN R TN - b 4 i RSB b e B R R Crpen Hegistration
LR b BOONE i b rerrrrmsnrssrrsesssiasenressnses WOTIKE PETties
b | | S e P L L L ST TP TR BT L 0 R L S F e TP oo Unit Commanders mesting
............................................................... combat site on road at Death “Valley"
DD LTI 3o A G e K Dinner
TR0 A EBN: i e e (-7 meeting—registration Area

Lo 1 p BT sy S S F Feusee e oo
133080 1B ... s

rereeeniensee pEN registration
ciennnriee: Baifety Meeting at the combat site

..................................................................................... on road at Death “Valley”

1845 to SEand-down ..o s s e Late War Combat
Suturday

T DI ittt e e e e et Upen Regstration

R R OB o e e s L e e S PN ORI Breakfast

OB00 to 0830 ......ccevvvevrecres i resssssssressmsensssres Bafety Meeting at the Memaorial Area

KO B LTI b i e L b Unit training/site construction

1830 to Stand-Down (or 24000 ooiiciinnninnnns
Sunday
T B D o b S R S s b e b s A 2 b b .. Breakiast

serriocenen. Late War Combat
weessienenes Stand-down for Dinner
cevrersenansnes Liibe ' War Combat

0800 to 1200 .....coiiiininani A A Ny L L e R At AT All-Hands Site clean-up
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Hilied Rep’s Corner

by Jeff Holder
Affied Represantifve

Dear Allied Members,

Greetings, by now all of you have wound-down from
your summer activities and may even be thinking about
gearing up for the Fall Event.

For those of you that were at the Spring Event, | must
say “good job!”™ Everyone that | have talked with about
it have said that it was A great event.

I would like to commend the AEF 18t Divsion (o fairly
fiew wnkt bo the WA 1 must sdd } for having doné an outstand-
ing job filling not just one, but two, fighting bays with
men and properly constructed revetments. “Looking gond
15t Divsion.”™ | would alsa like to compliment the French
161 Hyt. on their efforts to authentically improve their
previously revetied position, and the completing of a sec-
ond revetted bay, “Outstanding work to the 151 on
completing these improvements!”

The 6th Bn ANZAC have been sandbagmng the heck
out of their pogition. And not to leave anyone else out
Kudos to all Allied members to who have made improve-
ments to the lines this season. Keep up the good work!
Also, remember to check your site guidelines and contact
Todd or | before starting any work, so0 that we are all
working towards the same goal

New Business

Todd Galle our trench master and myself have recently
finalized the plans for modifications to the trench lines in
the BEF sector. As requested by many of the BEF mem-
bers, the lines in the new section, to the left of lands end,
will be further back form the enemy lines that the exst-
ing trenches in the BEF Bector. (see your unit leider for &
map) To make this addition properly flow into the exist-
ing trench line some major changes will oecur to the front
line. The reveted tremches of the Buffs and the Gth BN
ANFAC will be cut off from the main front line and serve
s “Advanced Post” All other front line trenches from the
left of the AEF 28th Div. Co. M. will be abandoned. Shell
holes will be dug near these existing trenches about every
15 yards or so and the dirt removed to create these shell
holes will be used to make permanent trench blocks to
disconnect the exiting front line in most of the BEF sec-
tor. These disconnected and abandoned trenches will not
be officially occupied by any unit, but they will serve as
play area for out-going and incoming assaults.

The existing second line of the AEF sector will be con-
tinued left to serve ns the official front line of the BEF. A
second line will begin behind the Buffs and continue all
the way to the new left flank As the new front line bays
are dug I will be notify the units asaigned to these bays of
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their completion so that these units may begin revetment

as soon as physically possible.
Sincerely,

Jéfﬁ"a)f L Hiloer

Allied Represenfafive

**P.5.—For all units that eamp in the “authentic camp,”
I have acquired several loads of free fire wood and
have delivered them along Allied Road. Keep warm
and Enjoy!

Words irom the

Ailied Combat Commander

by Mike LaCicero
Allied Combat Commander

[I'-lnn, I have been your Commander sines the Spring of
1865, 1 am honored that vou have unanimously deeided
to have me stay on as your Allied Combat Commander.

| believe that this event will be better than the last—as
each event here at Newville hns been. 1 will be working
with the Unit Commanders to improve communication
between all of the Allied units,

I want to thank Tim Goodwin, the outgoing Central
Fowers Combat Commander for helping to make each of
these events a success. | look forward to working with
Tim's successar, Rob Ziente

Be there and be ready to push the Huns back!

Mike LoCicers
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Buddies| AE.F. Signal Corps photo taken 3 Naov
1918 in the vicinity of Bault aux Boris, France. Dur
corporal here may not meet the GWA uniform
regs (77). He is armed with a pistol, but obviously
has picked up a rifle as being more effective
Matice the mud on the rifle butt. Also, guite an
interesting way to carry ammo clips!

(photo courtesy of Al Fuerst)

Units of the Great War Hssociafion

Allied Forces
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Unifs of the Great War Hssociafion

Gentral Powers Units
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Sokdiers from both armies pose together after the Armistice between Germany and
Russia, December 1917. {photo from the . WeiB collection)
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