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Aerial view of the new Caeser Krauss Great War Memarial Site, taken 4 November 19495
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Words from
the €difors’ Desk

by Marsh Wise & Sue Fisher
Co-Editors OTW

iret of all, we would like to thank sveryans who sant (n
F::tielaﬂ for this issme. [t's moch eagier to get out » news
lettar when we don't have to do quite sa much writing!
We sre also happy to print your “Letters to the Editors” ei-
ther about this newsletter or about the GWA, WWI in gen-

eral, or miscellaneous resnacting itams
Mow for our individus] comments:

Sue: | would like to make a few comments about the pro-
posai to change or add an e#vent &c that we can have aircraft.
| offer these comments as 8 GWA member pnd plot, net in
any official capaeity:

I really want to see airplanes come to our events, but there
are some things to consider and a few questions to be ap-
swered.

L. Right now, we only have one or two pilots that have even
said that they would be willing to attend aur events. 1
weuld hate to change everything for the sake of the pos-
eibility of just one of two airplanes.

2. Adding & third event mlgh‘l :i:I.Jl the attendance at the
November “big event™—but for those who want more op-
portunities to play WWI, a third event would be s bonus.

3. Whe is going to bear the expense of bullding an sirstnp
and hangara?

4. Are we going to hold the pilots to the same standards of
authenticity (writtom or snwritten) 85 the reat of the GWA
mambers? To what axtent?

Marsh: Ench jssue of OtW we do seems to ba a Little beefier
than the one before, Methinks this issue will bring you some
very interesting information; we have articles an machins-
guns, barbed-wire |yeah, yeah—wire’s cooll], German helmets,
gas, bunkers and other assorted stuffs, T think it will meet
your approval.

O o snd note, many of you may not have heard this, but &
couple of our Kameraden were in & bad recident on the way
to the event last Fall. The sccident oceurred in Chambers:
burg and the two men were on the way to their first event,
Jason Worniak, 24, from Otis, IN was killed end John Gilley,
34, of Homewood, TL was seriously injured, requiring many
manths of pain and therapy. Qur condelences go to Jason's
family and let's hope that John gets better and will soon be
out in the trenches with us

I would like to comment about the proposal to change the
gvent date or add another event so that we can have aireraft.
My thoughts are that, although I really like WWI aircraft
and would love to see them there, moving the event date back
s 8 bad idea. Why 1 sayeth you? Think abowot how hot it was
i Fi. Pickett; do you really want to fight in Septombaer? Hell,

Continued on page 14
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President’s Hddress fo the [Tlembership

dar and realize that [ have been the president of the

Great War Assseintion for the past thres monihe. Ac-
tunlly, 1t seems more like thres years, especially whaen | look
at my teiephone billl But | am not complaming for there have
basn many benefits coming from my new rmle us President. |
have been most fortunate to become acqueinted with fellow
re-enactore whom | might otherwise not have known. Those
whone names [ may only hove heard twice a year are now
friends with whom | have snimated conversations. Long af-
ter my torm expines, these friends and Kameraden will re-
main, and this (Eet makes any of the minor annoyances pals
When asked towrite this communiqué, | immedintely thought
of & World War Il newsreel that has stayed In my memory
and gives me inspiration Perhaps you have seen this news.
reel elip: after the first B-29 bombers armive at thair bosss in
the Mariasnas, their youthful celonel wing commander is re-
luctantly ushered belore the cnmerss and the microphones
He appears embarrassed, snd after o prégnant pause, informs
the American people, "We are glad to be here and when we do
some more Gghting, we'll do soime more tallking” T hoave al-
ways aspired to such helghts of elarity and brevity, but alas 1
do not come cloge to this goal in this report to yoa!

Those of us who ntisnded the past event in Novembesr can
attest to the potentinl of the Cassar Krauss Memorial Battle-
field. The rudimentury trench system that awsited us was &
vast improvement over the trenches of the procesding few
battles, We need not be visionaries to form n mental image of
the site after toll and sweat is addad to it. With revetments,
bunkers, emplacements, entanglements, readouts, commi-
niestion trenches, hstening outposts and sven perhaps an
airfield, recapturing the true horror of the Great War will
betome the reality for which we all strive. Our past relue-
tanee to invest affopt o Improve our temporsry sites was un-
derstandabls, but these inhibitions are no lopger necessary
Our new #ite 18 geographically acsepiahle to most of the mem-
bership, and our long-term leasa precludes the debacle of the
loss of the Shimpetown site. We are fortunate that Mark
Anderson choss to hopor his grandfather's service in the Groat
War by acquiring this parcel of land and allowing us to turn
itinto the devestation that was Franee, 1914-18, We will honar
Mr. Andersan and his family by developing thi= site in an
histarically correct manner and by eonducting ourselves with
exemplary behavior Our plans are to dedieate the battlefield
ta Cpl. Krauss in November, 1896, and we will unveil the
monumaent that will be ereated in his honor as well as in the
honor of his comrades and all whe fought and fell during this
dark moment in the history of civilization. | plan to write
about Cpl, Caesar Krause’ service record and his deeds in the
next issue of On The Wire.

I regret to report that we have lost the leadership services
of two of our highly regarded GWA officers. Mike Gonzales,
the Garman Combat Commender, and Seott Rall, the Allied
Representative, have tendersd their resignations. Although
neither will be leaving the hobky both have concluded that
for parsonal reasons they sannot devote the lengthy hours
their offices demand. [ certainly can appreciate that. [ have
asked Jefl Holder, our Allied Tronch Masior, to assume tha
additional duties of Allied Represantative. Fortunately, he has
ngread. The position of Central Powers Combat Commander
presants 8 difficult problem. Thres exceptionally qualified
candidates have come forward and hove asked to be conaid.

Dear Friends, I sm ti-ul.].r amazed when [ ook at the calen-

ered. | beligve that all three, Hob Zisnta, Tim Goedwin and
Steve Fisher are well gqualified to serve in this position. All
thres have compalling argumanis why he should be appointed.
Chensing betwesn these espabls leaders requires 8 Solomonic
sofution, which is beyond my modest abilities, Alter exten-
sive consultation with the G-7 and the Central Powers unit
commanders, | have decided on 8 compramise. 1 have ap-
painted Werner Gruhl 1o sssume Miks Gonzales” position
Werner has [ndieated to me that he will serve for this event
only and intends to resign at s conelusion. 1 will therefore
neod to name & replarement for Werner To sdvise me, 1 will
hold & plebiscite limited to the Central Powers membershup
during the upesming event. Based on the results of this pall,
1 will, a5 demogratically ad possible, name o replacement for
Werner. Even thoogh our constitution calls for o Presidental
appointment to replace vacint positions, 1 balleve by turning
to the membership for advise and consent, the message that
wi are 8 democratic organization will be heard by all. If we
ean get away from the factionalism and the eult of personal-
ity that has plaguad this hobby lataly, we will all be sbie to
advance in our aspirations to develop this new site and re-
gtore n sorely missed easualty, FUN. Yes, some of us hove
forgotten that this is & hobby and participation (n it sheuld
ba enjovable. T appeal to you all, lightern up-and start having
fon ugain!

1 promised Mike Gonzales that [ would not fawn over hia
contributions at our next evant, but 1 didn't say anything about
this commionigud, T will however, try to emulate the B-28 colo-
nel. Mike Gonzales serves as p role model for us all. His mili-
tary bearing and his military knowledge are greatly admired,
and we all have all prefited by his contributions la our hobby
Hiz absence from the G-7 will be sorely missed, | axtend my
best wishes to Mile and I am certain that the entire meambsr-
ghip echoes my warm fealings towards him, [ would be re-
mies if [ didn't acknowledge the snormous cantributions made
by the preceding sdministration. Tim Goodwin and Craig
“Doks” Nordquist have literally salvaged oor hobby, Withoot
their Harculean afforts and their unselfish investment of
countless hours, our hobby would have withered away and
our erganization would be extinet. Wa will forever be grateful
for their effort. In sdditon to Seatt Ball, many others have
given of themselves, snd | wish | conld thank them all in this
ealumn. We all know who they are and our esteem and re-
gpect for them should be obvious. Finally, 1 wish to acknowl]-
edge the work done by our Vice-President, Richard Blair. Rick
Iz & wonder of efficiency and organization. His eontributions
have mads my tnsk & cale walk, and T would be lost without
him,

The final thought | wish to leave you with coneerne safety
Without fanatieal devation to salety we will conse to exist. [
urge all of you to pay-sirict attention to safety 1ssues. Any
lapse of common sense relsted to safety will be dealt with
prompily and firmby, If you have the shghtest doubt regard-
ing o eafety matter, please stop, think and take appropriate
action. No one wants to be hort and no one wants to hort &
friend. When it comes to ssfety, [ can be downright nasty, so
please don't bring out my Mr Hyde side

I wish you all an enjoyable and safe spring svent, and be
earaful out thers.

Sincerely,

Mavvig Chadlab
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Die Fe(dpost D4

Battleficld Access

Dear Members,

The new permanent WW batilefield is now reality. The site s
bought and 3 long rerm lease 5 agned. Evervone had a grear time
b the Fall 1995 evend, with lots of rooam o play, 1t is lime w0 make
some long term plans o develop the sie and m coordinate the
effors 1w be ool effective, We have abso forgonen how jo biild
plan, and fight in trenches, and with the vasiness of the banleficld
arcas we have 1o iraverse o get somewhere on wme, we nesd 1o
develop kong term set *achedules” so that evervone can be on
tirme for dctivities

Sirice Ernie Cowen and mysell are Mark Andersan’s appointed
carctikers of the siic, we need w nform the members ol our -
tentions o allow access o the siie when aod letsed for @i event,
We are open w suggestions. and ideas, and wall welcome any re-
B,

Some tohests and suggesthons on use and development of the sie
are as follows: As of this writng GWM has installed the gates and
the site will be locked by 1 January 1990, however, for the case
ol all W A members and thetr respective developmeni plans, and
o make it smple m work o the site withour sigmng our a key, we
will open the siie on thee Friday, Sarday, and Sunday of the firs
weekend in cach monthe (Weskend siarmmag with s Soordayl, This will be
Sarch through Ooober. November |even weekemd] will be apen
from the Monday before ithe event o the Monday afier the eveni
for 1 week. aff alrer actieities will need (o be conrdemated with
GWM for socess i the sie. Al people on the sie foe any resin
must have g current GW A Membership Card, this is for safery and
insgrance purposes. b Acdigion the week of July 4th [which s July
i-% (2on], the site will be open for g projects ek as bonker Bnlamgl
Thas is the thine 10 coordiniie the back hoe 1o accommplish severil
fasks an the least oost o all, If we got enough people, we can also
possiibly march in the Chambersburg July 4th parade as undis,
sponsored by the VW or Americin Legion posts i powa, | will
work on this for the future. They have already shown interess in
this propect,

Many wniis have approgched me about “regional”™ unit spon
sorgd *bandes,” since the geest complaing | heard ar the end of
ihie Moveraber banle was that e members swanied o use the sile
morel This will seed 1o be set up with the Go7 of GYW A Banles
wan be hedd gt any dme, with 3 weekend reserved by the spon
soring wndl, with enough event fees o cover uwse of the property
anil expenses, An evend fee of §25 per person wold cover all
expenscs. This would be a good way 0 have more banles, rase
some much necded Tunds for the sie, GWA, and the unit, plus
spend more e impeoving the banleficld, Undis should contao
the G-7 for any planned evient ideas. Now that we have 3 greal
place 1o play, we must yse the time we have o mm i ineo the sie
wie have all worked 5o hard fo find. Members have expresed
imterest i g June Died or sihoweekend) and Seprember [ seekend] "re-
giomal® field daysfevent, thus spacing them at leas -3 months
wpart. Linkis can use the site at anv time for ganing and worlsing.
with advance notice o GWM, who are responsible for the ste
during “no-beanad™ peeiods,

As for aciudl wse of the bamlefield, we nesd 1o consider gdop-
ing a *set” schedule of evenis thar will happen gt EACH National

= !

Event, In this manner, every individisal can plan thelr moves 1o mes
i fivedf schedule published well in advance. We need inpur from
the unir commanders 1o develop a permanent tme schedule tha
everyone will evenngally know by heart and follow out of inssing.
We have & huge plyground and i s verr difficult v inform mem-
bers of schedule changes Unitil both sides have a good communic
tions and command strecure, we should adopt *se” timetables 1o
Fdlor:. Plese feel free o oonact us 4 GWM o set up work details,
Lingt comarmnders need o talk to thar members to see if enough
imserest exists i sponsor 4 battle, perhaps oo a yearly resesved
werkend wdentlcal 10 the now scheduled Spring and Fall evenits

Remember, the future and the growth of our hobby & now in
the hands of the GW A membership, The siie s ours o baild @ned
enjoy, 5o plans should be made well in advance o0 make use of
the new sne

Richard H. Keller

A Suggestion
Dear Mamibers,

| sugges that the spring and fall event schedules be set up the
wiy they were at Shimpstown. In those days, the combat soe-
nariy saried at noon on Saurdsy, instead of a0 6000, This allowed
comumanders enough time in the morning for wnit drll, rrpdning,
livimg hastory soenaros and wench work —snd sull give their metn-
bers 3 chanoe o visie the feg marker. Although | push members
of my unit o come early on Friday so the above can be done
them, many members have o come a long diseance and cinnot
arcive i the afternoon Tm sure other pnies have amilae sitoa-
tions. Also, | feel that having the combat stert at noon o the ald
days was one of the man regsons 50 many people sull had e
energy, ammo gnd desire 1o fight unild 1000 poan, o lper, unlike
receni events where the action has Hzzled ow before 900 pum,
Many of vou will agres thal mghiiime s when W1 reendacting is
al ies bent!

Abai, i the Slumpsdcran days, we hued cosibgt on Sunday moen
mgs. These 800 im, lights were gmong some of the bese thar |
can remermber, i3 cvervone expencked their Last round, grenade
and ounce of energy in one final pash before they had hir dhe
rosiad for home and want another six manths o Gight agsin,

If we stan havimg real 2dhe, 0900 Saturday o 0000 Sunday soe-
narics—ones where most of the event participans aoually say
and mke part—T would give my full support 1o But il we aren't
goimg & o this, then let's do whiil worked so well in the Shimps-
towm days

Mark Graef; OO, IRG3

Ll L

B i g i

SIZE 10 5/8" x 1
i J
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A Letter to the Central Porwers jfrom Mife Gongales

Comrades:

After four years, In find myself in & situation which requires me to remove the mantel of Combat Commander of the
Central Powers. This situation {s not an unhappy one, howaever, and rest assures, only monomental events could
possibly induce me to give up this gift you men have given me with your last thres votes

The situntion is this: my wife will be giving me a son this spring. [ (of course) knew this at the November slection, and
was confident that | would have the time and the ability to attend every event for the next two years. Then the othar
shos dropped: T've been awarded a scholarship to sttend the University of Oklahoms to pursue my Master's degres
beginning this summer. Wall, that clinched it! Between o new haby and greduate work, there just won't be time to
dedicata to the position of Combat Commander that it deserves!

My first event gs commander was our laat avant at Shimpatown. Then came “the wildarness years.” The GWA
without a home of ite own held events everywhere from Boy Scout camps to Army installstions. Many of you reading
these lines remained true to the organization, paying your dues, nttending these evants. With apelogies to our British
eolleagues, yvou men may proudly refer to yoursalves from this time onward as die alte Varsehtlichan * Appropriately,
my last event was our first at the GWA'S naw home

My thanks goes out to sach and every one of you for giving me this epportunity. and for your willing cooperation
which made every event, regardless of where it wazs held, a ton-o-fun

In elosing, guys, I'd like to say & word abouot your G-7. You've got & winning team working for you, people who, aftar
& long day's work, come home to GWA work The postage, long-distance phone hills, travel and family weskends are
sarrificed for your bensfit. They do it all without thought of remuneration, and for damn little thanks. The men who
gwent out the sdministrative end of this hobby for ue are a rere breed. Were it not for those among us willing to wads
into the fray and shoulder the responsibility, we'd have no GWA

Mike

GWAH IMembers~Come to the 1996 Dawn Patrol Rendezvous!

WHO: The United States Air Force Museum/Wright Patterson Air Force Base (Dayton, OHVThe
Great War Aeroplane Association and The Great War Association

When: 0900 20 July to 1700 21 July

Where: Old Wright Field behind the USAF Museum Memorial Park next to the Air Force Museum,
Patterson Air Foree Base in Daviton, Ohio

What: A fly in for WWI peried aircraft with a WWI reenactment in trenches
Highlights:
&= Between 20-30 period WWT aireraft will be on hand
& The period aireraft will participate with us in the reenactments
& The Air Foree will dig two lines of trenches, supply barbed wire and sandbags
& Dinner will be supplied on Friday evening by the Air Force
& We will hold a battle reenactment Friday evening, Saturday, Saturday evening and Sunday
&= We will be supplied with clean straw, water, Port-a-Johns, and a standby ambulance at no eost
&= Aleohiol is permitted after all combat 18 concluded
#= We may hold a flea market for ourselves and the estimated 100,000 tourists
#= The Air Foree will make sure that our eamp i8 in a secure area
&= Free entrance to the finest Air Force Museum in the country ta GWA members

Plan on coming. This event should be a rare opportunity for each of us to enjoy large scale aircraft
attacks and demonstrations. There should be plenty of opportunity also to recruit. BE THERE!
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Cnlightenment from the GWA Vice President

by Rick Blair
GHA Vice FPresident

1. 1896 spring eveni—dates and loeation—The 189068 CWA

Combat Event will be held on April 18, 20, and
21 at the Casenr Krauss Grest War Mamorial Site near
Newville, Permsylvania. Refer to the map insert for spe-
cifie directione. Signs will be posted within a few miles of
the sita to help guids you in. If yvou plan to arrive before
0800 hrs on Friday, April 18, copisct Rick Keller at Great
War militaris. Rick plans to open the site early in the
waek, but you might want to call and check. You ean reach
Rick at (T17) 264-6834, Monday through Saturday, 900
AM to 4:00 PM.

2. Parking—When you arrive, park in the front parking lot

off Middle Rond and procesd {o the Registration Tent for
further directions, The front parking lot has been ex-
panded and there may be a back parking lot located closer
to the eombat site by April 18th. We will park as many
vohicles in the back parking lot ns space allows Camp-
ers and those who wish to deliver supplies and equip-
ment to the combat mite will have first priorty for back

purking lot space.

3. Registration—Register at the Regstration Tent upon ar-

rival. The Hegistration Tent will be located just off the
front parking lot. Registration will be apen from 1100
hrs te 2300 hrs Friday 19 April and from 0700 hrs to
0900 hirs Saturday April 20. Late-comers can register from
1800 hrs to 1700 hrs on Saturday. The event fee (s $16 1F
you owe the $20 OWA dues, you ran pay them et this
time. You must sign 8 "Waiver of Lisbility” and receive
and sign for & copy of the "Safety Guidelines.” You wil] be
azked to update any personal informatioin for the
organicstion's files and you will be asked to fill out and
return o ballet for any voting issues. At this time, you
will receive a Trench Pass, GWA Membership Card, cur-
rent copy of the GWA By-lows, and a site map, You must
have your Trench Pass and Membership Card in your
poesession et all times while on the property. Anvone
who ean volunteer to provide a tent, tables, chairs, |an-
torns, cellular phone, ete., please contact the VP, Rick
Blair, st (301 432-2924 (evenings). [ will aecept a oollect eall

A ymrmber, you murd Rove o Trench Paur snd Oues Card Lo parficwpair s

b combal scenarios!

4. Dies and Membership eards—UDhie to insurance and
linbility eoncerns, your GWA duoes must be paid in foll
through 1886 before you ean be permitted to enter onto
the property. GWA dues are payable and monsidersd] sorent
heginning on 1 January through 31 December of the calen.
dar year GWA Memberslup Cards will now refles this.

If you are s 18806 GWA Memberahip Card helder and
plan on arriving prior to Friday, 19 April, your 1988 GWA
dues must be pajd in full before you armive, If yvou do not
plan to arrive sarly, you may pay your duss when you
register. For those who do plan to arrive early, poy your
1986 dues to GWA Treasurer, Mike Moss (ifg Norih New

%1, Beililohew, P 1e01R2, Mike will notify Rick Heller, wha
eofitrols site access on bahalf of our landlord, that you
have paid. Rick will keep records of those who have paid
their 1888 GWA duss so there should be no confusion as
to who will be allowed to enter onto the property.

If time becomes & problem, don't chanee (& You can
stop by Grest War Militarin on your way to the site and
pay your 1898 GWA dues directly to Rick. Great War
Militaria is located st 240 Grant St., Chambersburg, PA,
17201, Call Rick st (T17) 204-6834 for office hoiurs and
more specific directions. Rick will issue you a 1906 Mem-
bership Card as yoir pass and recelpt

I you are a 1806 Membership Card holder, remember
that your cord will expire on Decembar 31, 19896, If you
plan on visiting the site for whatever resson after that
date, your 1987 GWA dues must be paid in full and you
must hiave a 1287 GWA Mesmbership Card in your pos.
session, when visiting the property,

5. Viehiele necess to the sombat site—Vehicle aceess to the

camping arers will be unrestricted unless congestion de-
velops or the roads become impasashle due to adverse
conditions {Le: rsinfsscw/mud). If you are a “non-period”
eamper nnd your vehile is your shalter, you may park it
in the “non-period” camping ares for the duration of the
event. This ig, of courss, subject to availability of space
and road and ground conditions. If you are & “period”
enmper, Vou mist unload your vehicls and return it to a

perking lot promptly.

7. Camping/sits focilities and services—Thers are aress des-

ignated for both “period” and “nen-period” camping. The
*eriod” camping ares is located just off the combat site
and the “nen-period” camping ares 15 lorated to the rear
of the Registration Tent. It is poasible thet these aress
will be expanded prior to the event and will be serviced
by sdditionnl mccesss roads

Be aware that you may have to clear soma brush if yoo
intend to set up a tent, All fires must be extinguished
before voo leave your camp. Drinking water (well water) s
available on site

Pleasa bag your trash and deposit it in the dumpster
as you leave, The dumpster will be |ocated in the front
parking lot. Portable toilets will be available on site and
located as conveniently as possible

You may slso eamp on the combat site, Combat site
eamping will be strietly authentic. If you eamp on the
eombat site, you are subjsct to attack at any times dur-
ing the combat scenarios. You will be expocted to react
appropriately and play the game.

Be aware of the potential for sdverse weather condi-
tions and prepare to camp secordingly.
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8. Loeal lodging—For those of you who do not wish to eamp,
the following is & list of area hotals and motels:

Shippensburg Inn (717) 530-1234 Shippenaburg
University Lodgs Motal (717) 532-7311 Shippensburg
Hot Peint Inn (717) 530-8983 Shippensburg

Theo's Inn (717) B32-5551 Shippensburg

Kenmar Motel (717} 423-5015 Exil 15FA Tumnpiks

These motels are spproximately 18 miles from the site.
You may also tryv motels in Chambersburg or Carlisle

These would be further nway, but still within an hour's
drive of the site

B EF P Note: The Ruge Carfiele Auto Show is the same weekgnd ax
our event. Jecordmg to thow of you wila fave tned @o get Uiem,
motel rooma are abready scarce. Do 't daliy! 17

8. Food services—Combat Catersrs will be on site to provide
the following meals:

Friday—Dinner
Saturdsy—Breakfast, Luneh, and Dinner
Sunday—Breakfast

The eost for thess flve mesls will bs $30. Combal Oa-
terers ask that you meake reservations well in advance sa
they can pian to have sufficient supplies of food and drink
on hand. You may pay in advance or pay in person st the
Mesas Tent. Pledse bring vour ewn mess kit and utensils
if you have them. The supply of plates, bowls, cups, flat-
ware, ste, may ba limited, To make reservations or pay in
advance, please contact Lou Ritter at 204 Third St.,
Deémton, MD 21628, Phone: (410} 478-0811,

We nlso hope to have the Salvation Army’s mobile can-
teen back again this year

10. SutlerafMen market—Sutlers may conduct business at any
time during the event. Sutlers must pay the event fes
and currant GWA dues in order to set up shop and sell
thalr wares, The sutlers’ area will be located farther back
the main access road if space can be cleared for them
before the event. I not, they will be locsted behind the
Registration Tent as they were at the 1885 Fall event,
Reep in mind that no tables, chairs, booths, ate, will bs
provided for sutlers by the GWA. We ask that vou please
do pot display items with Nazi insignia

11. Event schedule—The 1986 GWA Spring Event will offi.
elally begin at 0800 hrs on Friday. 19 April, when regis-
tration opens. It will end on Sunday, 21 April st Noan
aftar the site has been clenned up

12. Combat schedule:
Euarly War Scanarios

On Saturdsy: Immediately following the 0900 hrs Safety
Mesting until Saturday noon. A designated aren of the
Combat Site will be set aside for early war combat. Ne
artillery, martar, or rifle grenades will be discharged any-
where on the cembal site until poen Saturdey.

Late War Scenarios:
1900hrs Friday to Midnight Saturday. *77?

Post-Safoty-Mesting until noon—only in designated aress of the
Cambat Site.

1330 hra Baturday to 1700 hirs Saturday.
1900 hrs Saturday to 0800 hre Bunday as mterest dictetes.

13. Bafety mestings—There will be a Safety Briefing held on
the combat aite Friday at 1830 hre for those who wish to
participate in combat that night. The Saturday Salety
Muesting will begin at 0800 hrs on the combat site, Ba
prompt. The meeting will ba brief

14. Safety reminder—You are responsible for your own ac-
tions. Pay close attention to what you are doing and the
proximity of cthers while you are doing it Be careful of
ohatacles on the combat site. Unit Commandears—YOU
sre responsible for the actions of your menl

a. Pyrotechnics inspection will begin immedistely after the
Bafety Meeting. A sample of any pyrotechnic you carry
onto the combat site must be detonated in front of the
Safety Inspectors snd Allied/Central Powers Safety
Representatives. You may be asked to surrender a rep-
resantative sampls of your pyretachnic for later ax-
amination. Remember that flares, smoke devices, ar-
tillery and mortar rounds, and any similar devices will
be subject to testing and examination. If yoor pyro.
technics are not approved, you will remove them from
the combat site immedintely. Using or possessing un-
approved pyrotachnics will result in your dismissal
from the event. Do not throw or leunch any pyrotech-
nic device directly at & person. Do not throw or launch
any pyrotechnie deviee direetly into hesvy weapaons
positions or bunkers, The crews of heavy weapans will
be responaible for acknowledging when they have bean
destroved and will “ceasze fire ™ Naver pick up sny py-
rotechnie deviee to avoid being in range when it deto-
aTes.

b. Mo live ammunition is permitted. No shotguns are per-
mitted. No firearm judged to be unsafe or illegnl will
be permitted. If 8 blank misfires, do not open the
breech immediately, as the round may go off as you
ejeet it. Wait & few seconds and then carefully open
the breech and extract the round. Be esreful when
extracting jammed reunde. Ensiure that vour muzzle
is unobetructed by dirt and debris

¢. Do not aim and fire directly at individusls within twenty
yards of you Blanks ean be dangerous at ¢lose range.
If in doubt, sim and fire your weapon straight ap. Oz,
when in close combat ingide the treoches, just vell
“HANG Becsuse of the dengers inherent in trench
fighting, you must be in control of yvour firearm &t all
times and keep the muzzle pointed in & sifs direction,
Keep your fingsr off the trigger until your are crism it
is safe to discharge your firesrm.

d. Trench fighting will only be conductad in the trenches.
If irench fighters are discharging their weapons
straight wp for safery, you are not anfe if you are shove
the trench. Do not attempd to feres yoldr way into s
heavily-defended position if it 1# obvipus that you
should be dead. By the same token, if the attacker has
chviously overwhelmed you by firepower or numbers,
give it up snd die. Remember, EVERYBODY DIES!

e Mo fixed bayansets or unsheathed knives are permitted
except under conditions specifically sgreed wpon by

ON THE WIRE — ﬂ'll‘laﬁ 19?6 7



the Combat Commanders where participants will die
before they come into melee range. Trench clubs miist
be soft enough to be tested on the users skull. These
must be approved by the Safety Inspectors at the
Safety Meeting. Trench knives are to ba used with re-
siraint. Trench knives must be made of fexible rub.
her, eoft plastic, or other materinl that ennnot pan-
eirate or cut human fesh.

[ Stationary machine gun positions must have moge mark-
#re posted to designate & "danger zone” for the finng
of their weapans, Machine gunners will “cease fire™ if
n combatant enters this zone Barbed wire may be used
to crente the "danger gone.” Wood-tipped blanks can
enby be used if your weapon is fitted with » shredder
which renders harmless any wood discharged from the
muzzle.

g Stes]l helmets must be worn during lafe war scennrios
due to the use of artillery, mortars, and grenads launch-
ere. Always be aware of the possibility that your posi-
tiem may ba shellad. If vou are shellad, hug the tranch
wall or otherwise take cover. Do not logk up and try to
visually follow the course of & projectile. Let them fall
to the ground and then try to stay clear of them, If a
round detonates near you, scream, vell, and play cut a
good death scene

h. There iz ne way to outflank the Western Front. Be a
good spart,

i. No drugs will be permitted on the property with the ex-
ception of medications preseribed for you by a physi-
cian and those that may be purchased over the counter
Participating in the combat scenarios while intoxieated
ar impoired by drugs or aleaho] is forbiddan!

J. All storage containers for ammunition and pyrotechnies
muwt have s hard lid which is to be kept closed

. Remember that the shout *Corpeman™ indicates n genu-
ine emergency. All aetivity ceases immediately Only
those persone at the scene of the emergency should
yell “Corpaman!” Those persons trained in smergency
modical procedures will respond to the scene of the
incident. One person at the scene will be detaled to
summon the on-site emergency vehicle. A cellular

phone will be available for 811 ealls.

16, Site clean-up—The site must be cleaned up Sunday morn-

ing. Unit Commanders will be responsible to detail a
clean-up party for their particular positions on the =ite
to include no-man's-land. Trash bags will be providad
All trash should be collected in the aren where the Safety
Meeting is held so it can then be transported to the
dumpster by designated vehioles,

16. Waork projects—Work on projects approved by the Trench

Measters throngh the Co-Chairmen of the Site Develop-
ment Commuittes i encoursged until 1800 hre Friday You
may resums work Saturday at 0700 hrs until 0800 hes
You may also work during meal breaks on Saturdoy,

17. GWA executive mesting and unit commanders’ masting—

There will be an electad officers’ meeting neer the Regis-
tration Tent Priday at 1700 krs. Thers will be a Unit Com-
manders’ meeting on the combat site Saturday at G700
firs

18 Voting issues:

A, Should we schedule a third event to sccomodate par-
ticipation by vintage sireraft? Do we want to reschisd-
ule the traditional (]l event in any case® To accomodate
the sireraft, o third event or reschedoled fall event
wounld have to secur no later than Cet. 15. A landing
strip would have to be built 1o accomedate take-offs
and landings,

B. A petition has been presenied to amend the “By-Lawe”
g0 that Representatives and Combat Commanders may
only be elected by members of their respective sides,
Representatives would hold offics for one 2-9ear term
and could be consecutively re-elected for one sdditional
Zoyear term. Combat Commanders may ba re-slected
for an unlimited number of 2<year terme

C. Many of you are by now awnre that the post of Cantral
Paowers Combat Commander ie vacant. The President
is asking for a plebicite in order to determine who the
membership of the Central Powers forces balieve is
most eapable to replice Mike Gonzales. Only Central
Powers membera who have paid their 1986 GWA
dues will be sauthorized to respond to the pleblcite.
The President has appointed Werner Gruhl as tempo-
rary Central Powers Combet Commander for the 1998
spring event and until & decision can be reached ns to
who will replace Mike. Any member of the Central
Powers Forces may be named ns a candidate for tha
appointment

All three issuess will allow for an sbsantes respanse.
Forms for absentee responss are included in this news.
letter

All GWA members who have paid their 1856 GWA
dues are eligible to respand to lssue "A" (Adnait Bvest/Fall
Evont Dnie Change] ind Issue “B” (By-Laws Ameadmeat) gither
by the absentee response form provided or in person at
the Spring Event

All membares of the Central Powers Forces who have
paid their 1896 GWA dues are eligible to respond to the
plebicite {Combst Commander Vamney ) gither by the abeentee
form provided or in person ot the Spring Event

Absentee forme must be notarized or they will not
count.

Mail your sbsentee form to the Allied Combat Com-
mander, Mike LoCicero (sddress: 600 Valley Rond, Apl 21
Warrington, A 18676), so that he will receive it before Aprl
12" Forms received by mail after that date will not be
counted. Members of the Allied Forces who are neither
unit commanders nor members of the G-7 will be ap-
pointed by the Vies-President to handle and ecunt all
responses. Mike LoCisers will roceive all the mailed re-
sponses and daliver them unopensd to the Vice-President
at the Bpring Event, The Vice-President will inspect the
magil in his presence and turn it over to the members of
the allied Forees sppointed o tally the responses. He-
sponees filed in person at the event will remain sealed
until opened by the appointed Allies. The appointed Al-
hims will notify the Vice-President of the results and turn
over all response forms to him as a matter of record. The
Viee President will advise the President of the results

S A I S o I
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18, 1886 site development updste—A mesiing of the
Bite Development Committes and interestad parties was
held ot Great War Militaria on March Bih. It is impos-
sible to mive a complete accounting of all that we dis-
cussed; however, many decisions were made that will have
an immediate lmpact on the quality of the combat site

Prior to the 1986 Spring Event, the earth mounds in
front of both trench systems will be removed and the sec-
and line of trenches with communieators will be dug
bechind the Central Powers position. The second Allied
trench will ba funded and dieg after plans have bean de-
véloped and spproved and the money can be made avall
able

Bmooth wire alresdy in place (ovepld the gresn-conted st
may remain, but must have barbed wire incorporated into
it to provide a more authentic appearance;

The front trench will not be fully revetied. The front
line trench must be made to appear as though it has been
ghalled and fought ever It sould not give the appearsnce
of m “quiet nrea.” The second line trenches may be réevat-
ted extensively The responsibility for revetting will lie
with tha individual onits who will be sssigned a spoeifle
ares to maintain, however, some GWA assistance may
be fortheoming.

The winng of no-man's-land may ba started this year
The expense invelved with this iz being considersd

Az [ said, s complete recap of the antire ten-hour meeting
is not possible here. More information will be made availahle
at the Spring Event

Sea you in the Trenches...

Rick Blair

GWH 1996 Spring Combaf
Coent Schedule

Friday

000 1o 1100 Open Registration
0200 to 1800 Work Parties
1700 to 1800 (-7 Meeting
1700 to 1830 Dinner

1830 to 1900 Safety Briefing

1900 to Midnight  Late War Combat

Saturday

0700 to 0900 Open Registration

0700 to 0900 Work Parties

0700 to 0830 Breakfast

0700 to O8O Ulnii Commanders”
Meeting

0900 to 0930
0930 to Noon
030 to Noon
Moon to 1330
1330 to 1700

Safety Meeting
Early War Combat
Late War Combat
Lunch/Work Parties
Late War Combat
1600 to 1700 Open Regmstration
1700 1o 1830 Dinner/Work Parties
1900 to 0800 {Sun ) Late War Combat

Sunday

Breakfast
Site Clean-up

——————————

0700 1o 0830
OROO 1o Noon

“And tell them, 'We are under intense enemy at-
tack and would sincerely appreciate any heip that
you might possibly render fo minimize this ex-
tremely critical situation, includimg. " "

Cartoon submitied by Dowg Mingdom, 30563
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Gas Casualfy?

by Mike Whalen
LAARTTT

3 we all know, next to trenches, gas 1 the most widely
Hrﬂnuwu:ablr foature that sats WWI apart from other

wars of this century. The imape of & gas easnalty, blinded
and cholong for sir, coughing up pieces of lung, = a powearful
one. This image may not be as strong today as it was in the
past. However, the fear that must have existed in the minds
of the soldiers who Lived through s gas sttack must have been
enormaus. The leaders in poast-WWI Eurcpe feared its use so
much that in WWII it was not even tried, for fear of retalia-
tion fromm the other aide with new, improved chemical agonta

By modern standards, WWI gas was [airly weak. The
weather played an important role in gas effectiveness, wind
and rain having much to do with lessening the potency But,
beth sides were constantly having to increase the level of pro
tection that their soldiers newded to fight new advances in
chemical weapons. Even so, gas was up to eight times more
effective than HE. In creating casunltias, Why! Gas covars a
larger area per shell thun a HE. explosion, and, gas baing
heavier than mir, it can go into deep dugouts that only large
ealibar H.E. shells could penetrate. The thirty-foot-deop bamb-
proof bunker is no mateh for a clopely-placed gas shell. A near
mise is as good s a direct hit, in thi= case

Ap good ne gas was in causing casualties, 1t did not often
caiise deaths. Nearly 98% of gas vietims did not die. Even
more AMATING, & very large portion of gas vietims were re-
turned to active duty within six weels Chemical waapons
never were the killers eo often portraved in movies, At the
time, however, the commaon soldier anly saw the effects of gas
on his comrades who had not donned their masks fast anough,
or—even worse—never got them on at all, Thie burned a vivid
picture in the mind of the soldier that remained with him the
rest of his life, When & gas sentry sounded the slarm, | am
guite sure that everyone who could hear it didn't stop to see
which direction the wind was blowing to find owt if the elood
was mming his way

Gus drill was part of @ man’s training after April, 1915
MCOa had very effective wayn of making one remember the
drill. The first time at the Froot under chemieal attack would
make you 8 witness to &t least one man whe didn't remem-
bar, was too slow, or just had faulty equipment. After
that, it wos 8 primal gut resction to get your mask
on as quickly as possible. The soldjer of WWI after
April 22, 18156 whan chemical warfars was iptro-
duced by Germany, would sconer forget hie boois
than forget to keep his mask elose at hand,

And what about the gas cloud? Phosgene, ope of
the most common war gasses, |8 almost invisible
in the air The method of detection, ather than
shells plopping all around you, is its smaell—that
of musty hay. Even slight traces of phosgane in the
air make smoking unpalsiable. So all of your smok-
ing buddies just became an earfy-warning system,

Why gns? Both sides came to recognize that this
one weapan had the best chance to neutralize an
enemy. How? Wall, as previcusly stated, gas can
get imto places that mose artillery cannot reach

Secondly, troops 1o gas masks are less effective. Thelir vision
is lessened, and fatigue sets in when one's oxygen intake i=
out. Not only does gas displace the nir, but those filters do not
let much through in the first place. Loading shells into can-
nons or runing across 8 shell-torn no-man’s-land s hard work
But, with & gas mask on, you have really complicated mat-
tere. Enemy batteriea can keep up shelling for hours, and
fatigue will start to set in—just from sitting there. Saon, vou
will not be able to put up mueh of & fight. It was not unheard-
of for one side to shell with smeke and place & few tear gas
shells in, just as & harassment to get the enemy to don their
masks. The mixture was slmost harmlsss, but onee s soldiar's
oves started to sting, he would not think twice about putting
his mask on for fear something more lethal was in the air

As thosse who have usad their masks at an even! can tes-
tify, & gas mask is oneomiortable and inconvenient to wear,
Bui remember, we are trying to recreata just a litile what it
was llke to be that soldier in the Great War, Think abaut it
the pext time you are (o a "gas attack”™ Over 75 years ago,
you sither donned your mask ar you would find yourself rell-
ing around on the bottem of a trench, your burning lungs
blistering from the effects of 0 chemical attack. Your only
screams are for your comrades to blow your brains out to
stop the pain. 1, for one, prefer the mesk

Thankfully, for our hobby; some masks are now being repli-
cated. PH helmets, Gummi masks, snd some early Freoch
desnigns are being made through the skills of sur members
Sameons cut thers ahould make smal| box respirators or re-
build trashed originals. Thers should not be & single person
on our battlefield without gas protection. Even our Red Cross
|ndins! We are recreating history, and the fact is, every living
thing vital to the war effort had ges protection. That's right
Cammior pigeons and messanger dogs had gas protéction. Their
homan handlers were charged with making sure the snimals
werg out of harm's way during & gas atiack.

Suffice it to say that we as historians have far more staiis-
tieal and general information on the effects of gos warfare
than did the common soldier in the Great War that we por-
tray. This form of warfare is responsible for an estimated one
mullion casunlties during the war It was the fear of the ef-

fects of gas and the preventative mea-

sures both sides used to lessen the
wffects of chemical agents that
kept this figure from being one

miillion desths instead of one mil-

lion sent to hospitals,

Bemamber the old adage, "an
ounes of prevention is warth o
pound of eure” The mask in
the bag of ean around vour
neck 1= that prevention
Next time you see colored
amake an the battlefiald, ik
ropresenfs n senous threst
If not to your lifs, then to
vour health, Take it seri-
ously, as the men eighty
years ago took the real thing
BErously
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Che Citects Of
Machine Gun Fire On Croops

By Gefreiter Gerhard Dreisbach
23 _von Winterfeldt™

ualties! Yes, this is the major effect, and the in
tended ane, of 2 machine pun. [t= ahility to act as a
virtual “bullet hosa® driving the snsmy away, leav-
ing their will to resist broken, supplies nearly every
movie maker of today with the ability to make heroes
ahle to kill thousands of scum-like extras, wolk over their
corpses and still be clean enough to tango ten minutes
later. Bad Guys now can fire millions of rounds and still
not hit the hero, thus proving that they are truly worth-
less and really deserve to die.

The actunl use of the MG in combat is a Little
different, with some more boring, average uses
thrown in, like covering fire, suppressing
movement, generally demoralizing the enemy,
or even As a teol to hold down mape and other
important papers in & stff wind, 1t still holpe if you
have a cute girl to tango with afterwards, (Those of you
whn saw True Liss may got this)

Machine guns revolutionized warfare beginning in the
18th century, The Gatling gun, Nordenfelt, and other
manually operated suns were widaly used im the
colonial wars of the late 1800s, and quickly
adopted by every major nation. Their presence
alone would often steady troops who were oth- &3
erwige shaky or prone to panic, and Lerrorize
EMEMmies,

The use of the machine gun in combat can be reduced
to three different types of major uses The first is the
defense, a role that was one of the first uses of the ma-
chine gun. The next is the offense, which is eapacinlly
well reported on in Erwin Hommels Attacks. The third
use is harassment,

The machine pun was an ineredible aid to the defenss,
The effect of the thousands of machine guns on the west-
grn front of WWI was to strengthen the defense to the
point that attacks guickly became suicidal. Pre-WWI
tactics streszad both aimed aceurate fre and closing with
the enemy to finish him with the bayonet. Many pre-
WWI tacticians radically over-emphasized the latter, and
ineluded lots of velley fire, both errors mirroring pre-
1866 war Austrian tactics. The tactics that many com-
manders were comfortable with included not only the
bayonst charge, but alss the shoulder-to shoulder meth-
ods of the Napoleonic era.

A major missing ingredient in these pre-war plans was
the fact that the Maxim, Hotchkiss and sther machine
guns of the era were capable of aimed accurate fire, at
vory long range, in large volumes (400 or mare poards par

minute!|. Resting (mostly) on tripeds and immune from
accuracy-defeating problems like breathing and stress,
the machine guns of 1914 were considerably more aceu-
rate than the average rifleman, This capability increased
the risk of being shot at and hit considerably, dampen-
ing the interest of many in brave displays even at very
long range. If the defenders could see you, they could
probably hit vou, especially with the alaborate telescopic
sights that were standard issus for the German army’s
Maxims.,

The wasteland of"no-mans-land” and the trench lines
characteristie of the Western Front were caused above
all by the machine pun, worl-

ing with the artillery. This combination foreed

all sides to dig in to interlocking metworks of
trenches. Movement above ground or in the open, espe-
ginlly an attack, was met with a hail of bullets. The ar-
tillery quickly became necessary for any forward move-
menl to oceur, blasting the opposing trenches and their
machine guns out of the way,

The best example from WWI of the effect of machine
puns in the defense is the British attack at the battle of
the Somme on July 1, 1916. The artillery failed to clear
the maching puns from their front, and the Britizh were
slaughtered. They received over 60,000 casualties in ane
day, mostly from German machine guns. There were
far fewer defending German troops than attackers, and
they still held, By contrast, the 118, lost 56,000 soldiers
in over 10 years of war in Vistnam.

You can't make charge after charge into certain death
and not be affocted. The effect= of the machine gun here
resulted in an increased reluctance on the part of the
troops to go over the top without a huge barrage or a
promise that the general in charge had some other plan,
The endless charges into fire and the awful casualties
eventually led to the infamous French army mutinies of
1917, The troope simply refusad to po over the top Anymore.
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The most immediate result of machine gun fire in the
defense is the SWeRp of death in fromt of it Attacking
units were wiped out to the man at the Somme, and any
attack usually degenerates into probes for a weak spot
or a hand grenade contest to attempt to knock out
the MG and its erew. The momentom of
the azsault can also pass to the de-

fense simply due to the volume
of fire. ARl

Machine guns can also
take the initiative for an at-
tacker and hold it, Machine I'r T,
guns in the offensive are | =
guite common in the his- | &
tory of the First World War.
Future German general
Erwin Rommel recounts
many times that the '08 Maxim %
was used in the offense in his bools, Mt
Attacks, It i= 0 work that is required
reading for any serious Garman WWI living history en.
thusiast.

Rommel used the guns at his command to capture and
hold the enemy’s attention, or drive him away by plac-
ing & volume of fire atop cne or several specific areas,
An example would be an order for all guns to concen-
frate fire in a sudden blast into the enemy positions
across from the attacking lines. At a pre-set signal, a
specially-tasked proup of puns shifts all of their fire onto
a set point, while the other guns widen their sweeps,
keeping the defenders’ heads down, The concentration
of firs at that one point destroys or drives off the de-
fanse thers, just as an assault team heads for it, cov-
ered by that same heavy concentration of fire

This greatly reduces the casualties among the attack-
ing force even as it destrovs the cohesion of the defend-
ing one. As soon as the assault
troops reach the im-
pact, or “beaten rone”
of the M{s, the guns
wiould then shift their
fire onto other likely targets, like
the support and communications
trenches, protecting the attack
and later widening it. Some guns
were also rushed up in the first
wuaves, to seal off approaches and
allow the assault team to concentrate attacks, More fal-
lowed as soon as they could be sent.

Much of the firhting on the Western Front invalved
automatic weapons with increasing frequency as the war
continued, The volume of firepower available to com-
pany- nnd sectinn-level commanders on all sides soared
during the war, The greatest increase in effects and use
of MGsa was with the Germans, but the British also
worked overtime to change their infantry.

The greatest example of the effects of the volumes of
MGs used in the offense and combined with other arme,

MG '06/15

wis in the Michasl offensive of 1918, The  Sturmtruppen”
units, and the radically changed German army, made
viary heavy use of machine puns in their bid for victorwe.
The result of this was the destruction of the Allied units
in their path, who, already broken up from hurricane
shellfire, then had to face gusts of autnmatic
weapons fire, including the first
submachine guns. The result was
breakthrough and collapse.

The third major use for machine

runs in the First World War was

harassment or interdiction fire

This had the effect of generally

making life miserable for the

troops in the field. It consists of
firing at set geographic or physi-
cal targets in order to deny their use
to the enemy. This can include sweep-
ing a road with fire, aspecially the indi-
rect ar plunging fire that the MG ‘08 and
Vickers excel at. This involved the use of complicatad
dinl sightz and even telescopic sights, and vsually was
done at very long ranges.

This is really high-intensity sniping, with a general
area as the specific target rather than one individual
person. This was extraordinarily common on the stale-
mated battlefields of the Western Front, and crews of
the heavy guns became quite skilled in it as the war
dragged on, It is mentioned in nearly every memoir of
the war, ofien with memories of individual sections of
tremch or line that were the most affected. The higgest
nttractor of this kind of fire was being seen, or giving
snme sign that you were in the trench opposite that spot,
at a certain time, every day

As reenactors, we should add to our authenticity by
camouflaging positions and vantage points carefully,

against both air and ground observation.

We should also make sure that we take
many hits when faced with concerted MG fire,
gince it really would grind many attacks to a complate
halt, Attacks “over the top” at sited MGs during the day
were usually hopeless, especially without artillery prepa-
ration, Being pinned down in a maze of shell craters
was also a likely result, which was really bad if the other
gida happened to have any trench mortars or artillery
to wrack the area with, This isn't nbout winning, losing,
or making the attack “work.” This hobby is about living
history, and attacks often failed. So did the defense. So
let's get out there and reenact the war, and have fun
doing it!
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The 3-Inch Stokes Mortar

by Rick Whitaker
T16th Inf RgtHO AEF

the 116th Infantry Regiment duning each GWA trench

event, was invented by Frederick W 8. Stokes, of Lon-
don, Englend and was submitted for patent in the United
States on 13 May 1816, The mortar was adopted by the US
Army because of ita light weight, its ease of employvinent, snd
its effective rate of fire

The moriar consists of thres base parts: the barrel, the
suppaorting legs, and the base plate. The barrel was made
with & removable screw cap to closs the base and contained
the striker which detonated the propelling charge. The sup-
porting legs consisted of an Aframe, arranged to fold up for
transport and & horzontal cross-bar hinging upsard as the
legs came together. The support legs also contained the tra-
versing and elevating mechanism that allowsed the gun erew
to apcurately aim the weapon. The bese piate was formed of
pressed steel, stiffened so 85 to dissipate the recoil of the
barrel over a wide area. Altogother, these three simple items
combined to make & very reliable and highly versatile infan-
try support waapon.

No matter how good the design of n weapon, the real busi-
nesa end is the shall it fires. The 3 Inch Stokes mortar rounds
were classified as fived ammunition, becanse all the compo-
nents of the round were loaded in the mortar as a complete
unit by one operator, The Stokes mortar, like most mortars,
was muzzle loaded and had a amosth bore. Thus, no rotation
was imparted to the round, resulting in an unstable flight,
Because of this unstable flight, the round could impact nose
first, base first, or on its side. To insure reliability, & special

'I"ht dInch Stokes Mortar, similar to the one used by

fitze had to be developed, known &= the “Always" fuze bacause
it would *always” detonate when the round impacted.

The Stokes mortar has only thres types of rounds: HE (high
mjilsive), Bmoks, and Practice.

The HE round, painted yellow with black merkings, con-
sistad of 2.16 Ib. of granular TNT, which was lightly tamped
or vibroted into the shell casing. This insured 8 uniform den-
sity througheout the exploding charge. The Bmeke round,
painted blue gray with yvellow markings, was filled with 2.53
Ib. of white phospharus, This white phosphorus was cotitained
in a sealed container within the shell casing boonuse white
phosphorus spontanecusly ignites upon contact with ar, And
finally, the Practiee round, painted dark blue with white
markings, was filled with 2.15 [b. of sand and upon impact
amitted a white pufl of amoke,

The final component to complete this snsembls was the
propelling charge. The Sickes morter propelling charge con-
eisted of two pieces, the eartridge and the powder rings. The
cartridge, similar in appearance to a commercial shetgun
shell, contained & primer and 120 grains of loase sporting
ballistite powder. This eartridge alone could propel the round
up to 290 yards. The supplamental charges, called powder
rings, were ring-shaped silk cloth bag containing 100 grains
of hallistite powder, and were peed to increase the maximum
range of the mortar out to 753 yards (497 ynrds for one powider ring;
ety werds for bwen powder ringw, and 753 yards for three powtder rings). Thires
is the maximum nomber of powder rings used

Baecause of its gimple design, ability for rapid movement,
and high rate of fire, the 3-Inch Stokes mortar was used by
severnl Allied armies, over severn] decades, in many differ
ent campaigns and theaters, [n every cosa, the 3-Inch Stokes
mortar proved itsalf to be an Infantryman's most respongive
indirest fire weapon and & valued friend.

Sditorial
continued from page

Oetober 1= =till pretty warm. The Spring event i= usunlly warm
enough (and ssmetimes too warm ) for us. | think a third event would
be a batter ides. Anyway, them's my thoughts on this notion!

At the Fall event, [ talked to Terry Grogan about the lzonzo
article we published in the last issue. [t seems that the su-
thar of that piece did NOT survive the war; it was his brother
thet puhlished the article and ssus a0 singer after the war |
was guite unhappy to find thi=s out; after all that and he still
got killed.

Many of you are perchance wondering what happened to
otr “French” Teaus, Well it's pretty simple really; we didnt
recoive ONE SINGLE THING fram the Frogs! If you don't
send it, we don't print it C'est la Viel Perhaps also, you are
wandering why this issuse is coming to you only mere weeks
bafore the svent? Well, even at this late date (Mae 30} people
are #till sending in stufl that was dus weeks ago. What zan
wi do abowt this? | don't know, but the desdline for getting
atufl into us for the Summar issue is July 311 This doean't
mean August 5* or so, but by the 31%, WNull sasd on this pont!

From both of us; Some notes on mput to OtW, neither of
us are sscretaries; we do not get paid to type out your article,
Certnin members seem to feel that it is our job to do their
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work—WHRONG! We do not get paid for doing this job, we do
it bacause wo like it, but that doean't mean that we want to
it and type for hours at a timae. In this day and age, most
erganizationsal newsletters like oure require that articles be
sent-in by electronic format—either on a disk or over the
Internet—this is all we ask. Of courss there are always one
o two “hold-outs”™ who won't buy (or mse) 8 computer o word
processor, but if you do have such & device pledss send us the
fils on & disk. We can take files from ANY format, IBM, Mac,
waord processor, ete. If you are worried about getting your
disk back, mark it with your name and the worda “Flease
Return!"We will be happy to bring it to the next event or... il
you send ue n self-addressed mailer we'lll pop it back in the
mitil to you. If you sre one of these hold-suts we'll try and
neeamodate you but this is only conditional on us berrowing a
seaniner. RS, Peaple sending ue articles typed in ALL CAPS will be sfint|

Now sfter all that, we ook forenrd to the return of the
feeling of Shimpstown. WWI has s bright future and the res-
son for that §s the members who stayed with the erganization
thromgh the reugh times. But for them, WWI would have ended
iip like some of the other periods in reenacting, instead of
what it iz the “Respactor's Reenactment” We hope to see
you in m couple of weeks at Newville!

Juat a few thoughts.

Sue § Marsh
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FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS

ADDENDA No. 1, Document Mo 782
AFRIL, 1918

submitted by Al Fuerst
29th Division—1 T8th inf Regt. Hdgtrs Co

dealing with barbed wirs. There are countless ac
eounts of infantry wiring parties, other parties sent
out to cut the enemy’s wire, or even to repair their own wirn
Sangs containing the fatal dark humor cotimon to late war
trench life included "Hanging on the Old Barbed Wire® sung
to the British tune “Have You Seen The Sergeant Major™
Barbed wire was not thoughtlesaly strewn in front of
trenches, it was lald down in patterns of varying eomplexity.
The AEF incorporated the best of British and French wire
doctrine in the manuals thet ware published in France. Depth
of the wire entanglement as well as its pattern varted by lo-
eation and the tactical situation. Gaps were also included in
your wiring plan so as to be able to traverss the wire in front

Om of the uriverssl experiences in the World War was

b Two entanglements separated by a space are better than
the same amount of entanglemant in one belt.

e The entanglement must be well supported and anchored to
the ground by plrknll and posts, so as to be difficult ta
flatten or drag aside.

d. It must have sufficient barbed wire to prevent sasy pan-
etration. Some loo=e tangled wire is difficult to clear sven
after the wire is cot

g. It should be simple in design in order to ba budlt rapidiy
and quietly at night and in close proximity to the enamy.

f The entanglement should be provided with blinded gaps for
tha passage of our men. The gap ia usually 12 fest in
every 50 yards. The actual number may vary langely upon
the tactical situation. Means to block these gaps must be

of your own trench. at hand.

The following guidelines taken from the manual apply
equally well to the troops in France as they do to us who wish
io replicats their experiences;

n. Within limits, 8 brosd thin entanglement is better then a
narrow thick one; the former being just as aflfective and
leas linble 1o destruction.

g It ehould present in its first stages an obstacle, Bahind
which the wiring party ean work under protection and
which can be added to and improved later.

Copies of this manusl will be available through the Allied
Trench Master. Happy Wiring!

AnRle Boots!

TO: All World War | Unit Commanders
FROM: Jim Michaud and Michael Moss
HE: WWI ANKLE BOOTS

Dear Sirs:

Recontly, Jim Mishaud and T have besn able to porchase a quantity of WWI etyle military ankle boots. Fart af this
inventory iz from the 1%30' Swiss Army. These ankle boots are black and are very similar to German WWI style boats.
The bluck boots are used but in excellent condition. New leather soles and heels have boen added to insure suthenticity.

The second part of this purchase s brown Swedish Army boots from WWIL There would be excellent for WWI US|
British, and French impressions. Some are in new condition and unissusd with rounded toss. Others are used and in
exeellant condition, some even have hobnails. The Swedish Brown boots come with heel plates, tos plates, and all have
lonther soles and lesthor heels.

We have sizes available from 6% through 13. Finding military ankle boots in *homan” sizes has become very difficult
in the last few yvears and we are pleased to offer our selection to GWA member units first

Our prices for the brown ankle boots in sizes 84 through 8 are $36-8$45 per pair, sizes 8 % through 11 are priced st
$45-866 per pair and 11% throogh 18 are per piir.

The prices for the black ankle boots in sizes 84 through 8% are $45-$55 per pair, sizes B through 11 are $65-865 per I
pair, and sizes 11 W through 13 are priced ot $656-475 per pair,

Would you plasse advise members of your unit that these boots are avallable for immediate shipment, We will also
have a displsy of them for sale at the April WWI event st Newville,

P.8. Plouss ask individuals to include $7.00 for shipping and handling of each pair of boots
P8.8. Very soon we will have aveilable German style Hobnails and Heelplates

Please contact either of us at:
Jim Michaud home phone#: (516 678-5156
Michael D. Moss home phoned: (610) B65-T819
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1996 GWH Spring €vent Absentee Voting Ballof

Vote to have a third event or change the date of the Fall Event
(Check each number as applicable)

1. _ [ vote that a third event be scheduled to accomodate the participation of vintage WWI
aircraft. The third event should be scheduled for (circle onel:

September October
2, I vote that me third event be scheduled.
L, [ vote that the traditional Fall Event be rescheduled from the first weekend in November

to eari:r Fall with or without vintage WW1 aireraft. The Fall Event should be rescheduled for (cirde one:
September October

4, I vote that the traditional Fall Event remain scheduled for the first weekend in November.

‘By-Laws” Amendment (Check one)

1 vote to amend the “By-Laws"” which will allow Representatives and Combat Commanders
to be elected only by members of their respective sides. Representatives may be elected and re-
elected for a period of up to four years consecutively. Combat Commanders may be elected and re-
elected consecutively for an unlimited number of terms. [see page 19 for By-Laws propasal]

I vote not to adopt the “By-Laws™ Amendment as described above.

Plebicite -- Advice to the President on appointment of
New Central Powers Combat Commander Appointment

FxoRdoRECentral Powers Forces Members Only & xE &

Enter the name and unit affiliation of your choiee for Central Powers Combat Commander:

Name: Uit

Member's signature:

Ihate!

Witness Signature:

Date:

Notary Seal
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A Petition to Propose an Amendment to the Bylaws of

The Great War Association.
November 16, 1995

Whereas  the current bylaws of the Great War Association (hereinafier referred to
as the GWA) allow for the election of Allied and Central Powers
Representative by a vote of the whole of the general membership, and,

Whereas  the previous three GWA elections were held without contest for the
positions of representative, and,

Whereas  there are provisions in the Bylaws for the election of Combat
Commanders by exclusive vote of each respective side, and,

Whereas  there exists the possibility of one side electing a representative to the
other side without the consent and approval of those who are to be
represented, and,

Whereas  'we the undersigned, being members of good standing in the GWA, have
affixed our true and legal signatures to this petition proposing a change to
Article # 16 of the GWA bylaws as amended on November 4, 1995 and
respectfully submit this petition to the President of the GWA so that he
will circulate it publicly among the GWA membership and provide for a
vote of the general membership on Apnl 19 & 20, 1996, Now therefore.

Be it resolved that, Article # 16 of the GWA Bylaws, as amended 11/4/95, shall be
changed 1o read:

The President, Vice-President/Secretnry and Tressurer are slected by s vate of
the general membenhip. The Allied and Cantral Fowers Representatlves and
Combat Commanders are ehected by a vote of their respective sides. The term
of pifice for all positions Iy two years and each incambent may be re-elected for
one additional 2 year term, 50 a8 nod to eveeed & todal of 4 consecutive yean, the
caception being that the Allied and Central Powers Combat Commanders may
be re-elected an onlimited number of times.

Philip Schraibr, MW12, Spoasor. Ivan Ingraham, Sth Ba, ANZAC, Sponsar.




H Brief History of the
German Stahlhelm

by Rick Keller
12 MWK

The model 1916 German halmet, was desipned to protect
the wearer from small shell fragmants that woold normalfy
wound or kill. The M16 was adopted in November 1916, with
the first test production and trisls sueceasfully conduetad by
both the 1st Assault battalion (Surm-treap Bad, Hobie®) and van-
ous aseault battalions (o ihe sevy of reguiar army troops who Tliber
aied” mamy of the new helineis from e assault unkis ) 8t Verdon in Now/
Daz, 1915, Production began in January 1916 with 30,000
halmets { EusnhutienwerkThale) made and (ssaed to assault bat-
talions st Verdun, with full adopticn of the helmet for both
aesault battalions and regular field armies in Februsry 1518,
The new steel helmets were made in sizes 80 to T0 (approx
mately FE° bend s STW head in W inerements), with the maker and
size stamped inside the left shield and steel lot numbers in-
side the top. For correct fit, the visor is to be level 1o the
eyebrow and a space maintained between the head and the
shall (o absort impact) with wse of pads, cloth, or paper strips
Yentilation is through the wisor shield lug holes, which can
be stoffed with wood, paper or dirt for inelementiwindy
weather A handkerchief or piece of cloth ean be placed in the
dome for warmth in cold weather The chinstrap, when not
used, was to be piaced over the visor of the halmet.

Initially 6% of all helmets were to have accompanying pro-
tective nickel-steal armor “brow” plates, but this was never
aceomplished dus to shortege of nickel needed in it produe-
tiof. The brow plate lugs of the M16 helmets show a distine-
tive “step” as the halmet becomes smaller in size. This "step”
s te nccommodate the width of the armored brow plate which
was maede in only one size. Priority was given to German sol-
diers on the Bomme and Verdun for the new helmets, The
French captured their first German helmet and front plate
in mareh of 1816, The US military received a captured hel-
mat from Pars in February 1817 afiter their reguest te the
Garmun military attache 1n Berlin was denisd due to “patent
right problems!” In Moy, 1817, due to leather shortages, the
ali leather liner was changed to a metal band with leathar
pads. In many instances, troops polished their helmets with
grease or oil for inspections, parndes, and othor functions. By
Novembear, 1917, a non-reflective paint was being spplied to
reduce the giare of the initial gloss paint. The demand for
stasl helmets continually exesedad the supply, thus helmots
were always kept where they were needed, with none taken
home on leave (ks fee ruriiy of staibio portreiis with siee] helisets), [t is
interesting to note that as [ate as February, 1817, lepther
epiked helmate were baing withdrmwn from the front lines s
steel helmets became svallable

In July 1818, the value of cumouflage (whos girpess = o
make an slyject appear shadewad by (s sareoamdines) Wins rwmgmzﬂd

Hubsequently, print snd instructions for the painting of hel-
mets was distributed to front line troops. The colors of green,
yallow ochre, snd rust brown (wbe mived or usad “as w°), Were to
be applied according to the “time of year” with one of the
three basic colors matching the surrounding area. “patches™
were to be large equalized portions with sharp angles with
the frant of the helmet exhibiting no moere than 4 colored fields.
Light and dark paints waere to be placed next to each other,
with colored segments seperated by a finger wide black lins,
This color scheme wes adopted for eannons, mortars and
machine guns also, with lighter colors to be used on top (shodow |
and darker paints on the horizontal. In July of 1918, matte
|aequer paint was 1ssued to troops bo repair dameged hel-
mets, and 8 new buckle type chinstrap was adopted, which
became known as the model 1915 helmet, Many 1917 bands/
pads were modified and used on the new M1918 helmest It is
our firm belief, based upon the verious similar patierns on
helmets in the GWM collection and these sold through our
ratalog, that distinctive camouflage patterns placed on steal
helmets were often unit individualized, not only as a mark of
“esprit de corps,” but to recognize meambars (or parts of) from
your own unit. Thers can beé no doubt that several members
with nrt talents were “detailed” to paint the helmets, and
thus many distinctive individualistic snd unosus] patterns
ware bound to emorge ns a part of the painters personality or
whim. Many helmets were painted sfter the war for “souve-
ruirs” Cani thoms el bieady of *camaued® ranch art 108 helmeis wiili (e same
stylesl. An authentic “wartime” camiou German helmest ean only
be ascertained by its traits of provenanos, and the experience
gained in years of handling orgnal and reproduction hel-
mets. The paints used in WW] were distinetively different
than the paints of today, but not impossible to mateh. One
trait displayed by old paint is that it tekes o very long period
of time to cure and obtain traits that can be recognized after
that hardening process. Often the problem i= telling exactly
how old the paint on a halmet i, and if it wes done properiy
20 years ago, It could pass for WWIL Painting of helmets to
pass a8 originals is still a fairly medemn trend, and matching
the factory colors of WWT is still difficult, a= you need to know
the colors that were produced, but aa the years go by, and if
done correctly, the collectors of the future will have to be very
wary! The GWM museum contains ane of the largest collec-
tions in the United States of peinted helmets, boith German
nnd Allied, sines collecting painted objects is one of our pas-
glons

Bibhography
aw The History of the German Stesl Helmef/13716- 1945
by Ludwig Baer R. James Bender Publishing; San Jose 1985
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Working Coward an Huthentic Western Front Replica

by Wemer Gruhl
Cantral Powers Combat Commanger

Warner Gruah| fought in the Korean War during the trench
warfare period and later served as an artillery officer, and
has had first-hand experience with weapops with the secu-
racy and destructive power oot much different than those
used in WWI He has also ressarched Geld works of the Great
War and has personally visited many of the remaining struc-
tures on the Westarn Front

# November event showed that we need to take groater
Uare in develeping our fine WWI site. The immediate
problem i= the rosh to position and constroct machine-
gun bunkers and defensive works with, in many cases, little
regard for authenticity: 1.e for their taction] sffectiveness and
vilnerability to weapons of the period. The initial trench dig-
ging carried oot by Hick Keller and Ermie Cowan, however,
was g good beginning,

We need to keep in mind thot the lesss ngreoment with our
bansfnctor, Mark Andarson, Fightly stipulates we are to pro-
vide and maintain an hstorcally acoarnte battlefield ne o me-
morinl to his grandfather, Caesar Krauss, and the others of the
AEF who fought and gave their lives in that terrible conflict
An jiccurnte battlefield replica wall also provide a much fuller
understanding of WWI combat snd & pride in our hobby.

In this regard more eare must go into the location, design
and fabrieation of MG and observation pillboxes, The idea is
not necessarily to bulld our bunkers exactly as they did, but
to builld them so they at
lenst look like the origl-
nals and are reslistically
loeated

As soon as the piled
tretich dirt can be loveled
und fring steps built, the
trenches themselves
should be oecupied and the
sand bags moved in next
te the lip of the trench,
Troops lying outside a
trepch with only forward
sandbag protection would,
in reality, suffer high ca-
sualties from artillery and
maortars. Far the same rea-
son trenches ean not be
allowed fo become too
widse. The wider & trench
{8, the easier it |s to drop
mortar or artillery roands
into them F,

The wooden posts being
used in some spots at the
site to support barbed
wirs may not be thick
enough for authenticity
Muotal serew pickets ar
meare substantinl wood
poats should be enconr- f e
aged,

Tax Fipen

GAS
Py o

ook =
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Perhiaps for the next two vears we should concentrate on
improving the trench systom iteelf and leave pprmanent MG
pillbox loetion apd construction until laver Immediate at-
tontion should be given to leveling the piles of dirt from the
initial diggging, revetting trench walls, building fire steps and
placing sandbags on the parapet. Then living, command and
support bunkers eould be started 16 line with the GWA au-
thenticity rulss and guidslines now being developed

In tribute to Mr Krauss and WWI veterans like him, and
to gain the most from our reenactments, this monument
should be as aceurate &5 we can make it. We must take the
time to do it mght!

The following guide of quotstions from relisble sources pro-
vides information useful our efforts to put together a credibie
replica of the Western Front

Gwide for Accurale Trench Works from WWT Experience

The information provided has been taken from histarieal
sources and numbared as to the applicable footnotes shown
ofi the last two pages. The material was gatherad by the 1953
Site Committes to wee for parmanent #ite planning.

Machine gun tactics and emplucement

1) "MG must act by surprisa,”

21 "Must be able to fire on flank of the ensmy,”

3) "Movement of MG must be mads quickly and in secret;
otherwise they will be reported to the anamy's artillery, and
their emplacement will be exactly loeated and disabled with
& few shells™ 2f

“Ti was usually best to keep the Vickers out of the front line

German shrapnel-proof for forward position,
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oncrete profection was given (o German observers ai grouend ievel, T groand-level
concrete observation past alfowed defenders fo seq when ane atiack wai staning.
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German Panzermebu® or pill box aleng the Siegfried Stellung or Hindenburg Line,

firing trench. and by 1818 they were normally kept back in or
near ihe second line, where ope gun was given several firing
points. The best posts were also squipped with two or more
emall bunkers for belt-filling and erew quarters. During bom-
bardments the gun could be dismounted and taken below™ ¢/

*Machine guns should anly be placed in the first trench
whaon thoy can bring lanking fire to bear and when the fore-
ground naar the enemy ean not be swept from MG positions
on high greund behind the line™ 6/

"The machine guns firing from trenches had no elaboratsly
prepared emplacements. The necessary means of sccess to
the parapet from & nesrty shelter was prepared, snd the gun
run up inte astion.” 7

"M emplacements with over head protection, the so called
pill boxes, were very few - probably numbering not more than
3 in the whole sector of the American attack (8000 yards)" T/

“From the front such positions (macibie pun b were sither made
to be as pearly invisible as possible, or identical to nearby
eectione of trench” 4/

Bunkers, pencral
“An the war progressed heavier guns were used in ovar
greater

bombardments against the tranch systams and sandbogs,
un and timber structures wers not sgqual to the task. Over
half of all casualties came from enemy artillery” 4/

“If the roof was an iron sheet and foot of earth, the dugout
was just shraphnsl-proof; only 8 & of earth would deter o 6 (or
nao} ineh shell”™ (WO nole the most common hewry artillery dsed by bath
nides ) Gl

“Hesvy shells eould penetrate the ground several foet befors
axploding w form o desp crater Among the most feared was
thie (flermen) 150 mm field howitzer shell known to British as
hvie BB (Not: the Hritish squivalent was the & howiioer or fheid gun 4/

*The ideal 5.8 shelter, when not mades completely of con-
erota, had five layers: 1) rubble or chalk, 2 soil, 3) logs, 43
second |ayer of soil, 5) thin splinter proof layer of brick, con-
erete or corrugated iron all layers sdding ap to about 9 feet af
cover 4

*Conerete was ideal both for sheltars and front line pill
bsostea, but the latter wore not particalary widespread an the
British side. The Germnans had the opportunity to build cozn
crete pillboxes behind their existing lines and fall back otito
them ans reguired " 4

Three feet of reinforced concrete over a span of not more
then & ft will withstand most field guns snd 5 ft will with-
stand up to 8 inch caliber, 7/

“By mid 1916 most German pill boxes appear to have been
macde of concrete. 1S

*Cave shelters ware vary plentifully provided in the
Hindenburg trench proper (they were nat i the sdvanesd lins i foont
af Hefllsawri) ird the rear lines. The entrances averaged one to
every 40 yards of trench front.”™ 7/

Blocks of concrete ware often used for bunker construetion.
1

“Diugout frames were increasingly made away from the front
by engineers, pieneers local faciories and moved up the line
in lkit form.® 4/

Bunkers 7/ Pill boxes for Machine Guns

Very few MG pill boxes appear to have been constructed
close to enomy lines (wiikio (06 yards) in order to kesp them
hidden. Most MGe and crews nppear to have besn protected
from artillery in bunkers balow the surface from which they
omerged and st up their weapon in & site without overhead
cover. These MO positions had the advantage of being less
visible and gave the grew a much wider field of view and fire
than & typleal confining pdll box. These MGe could also be
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German shell-proaf bunker under construction. Machine Guns and crews weathered artillery attacks in shell-
proofs like this and emerged to set-up their guns in temporary positions when shelling stopped

moved gquickly to alternate prepared uncovered sites when
battle conditions required.

The Germans used & numbar of standard designs for shell
prood bunkers with MGs being fired over the roof 1/

Most bunkers, to include MG pill boxes, wers buili in the
suppart line. 1f

Some MG or obe=ervation concrete pill boxes were built on
the front line when about 500 to 1000 yvards from the oppos-
ing line. The nearest example was 150 yards away and built
with a low silhooette of about 4 feet. 1/

“ The second line usually contained fewwer finng positions
and more overhead cover, but it was slso the musin locaticn of
the Vickers Machine guns with their posts set at various an-
EE\lf to the front. After 1915 flexibkle forward defenss from
shell holes and positions was usually the province of the Lewis
gun” 3/

Trenmch design

“The height of the parapets above ground level was oot more
than a foot and 8 hall™ (for trenches in geoersl ). 7/

“The posts (fiw tarted wire) were 2 feet 6 inches and 4 ft in
height above the ground. Some balts were sot whelly with
high posts and some wholly with low and some had two typas
intarmisad. The high post were generally of angle iron and
low were often of wood.” The posts ware spaced from & to 7
feet apart. The inner belt was spproximately 30 yards from
tha trench on average, but did not parallel the trench. The

inner belts had pormally 8 beight of 4 feet and the puter 2
fest & inches 7/

“For obvious résscns the wire was siways placed st least o
grenade’s throw from one's own trench,” &/
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_Storm of Sreel

Federal Class | & 111 Military Firearms Dealer
1050 $1. John Street
Easton, PA 18042
Telephone: (610) 253-9385
Fax: (610) 253-3210

Supplying all your WWI (rearms needs ineluding:

e L . Mannlicher
. Lebel M Carcano
7 [P : .| ¢ {113 M .. US M1903/1917
Bl Gewehr 98/Kar98a [ .................. Moisen Nagant M1891

" Machine Guns

Bayonets

e Reenactor tﬁrnugﬁ Collector grades avaifaole!

oFair and Ronest service and pricing

*Buy, sell and trade
Michael Moss Jim Michaud
*All ATF rules apply ’
(610) 253-9385 days FF.L No. 8-23-048-01-5F-36650 {516) 678-5156 evenings

E.LN. No. 23-201-6633
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