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2014 - 2016
2014 - The Beginning
Wicklow Pride® was founded by Dave Thomas and Patrick Bracken with a focus on
visibility, inclusion, and equality for the LGBTQIA+ community in County Wicklow.

Historic Civic Recognition
The first official flying of the Pride Flag at Wicklow government buildings, marking a
historic moment of civic recognition for the LGBTQIA+ community.

2015 - Marriage Equality, Patronage and Recognition
Wicklow Pride® supported the Marriage Equality campaign. Senator David Norris
became Patron. Simon Harris TD supported the festival. The first flying of the
Transgender Pride Flag took place.

2016 - Permanent Pride Rainbow Crossing Campaign
Launch of the campaign for a permanent Pride Rainbow Crossing, advocating for
visible, lasting symbols of inclusion in public spaces.
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2017 - 2020
2017-2019 - Community Building
Continued community building and outreach across County Wicklow, expanding
visibility and support networks for LGBTQIA+ individuals and families.

2020 - COVID-19 Support
During the pandemic, Wicklow Pride® pivoted to online community engagement and
support initiatives, ensuring the LGBTQIA+ community remained connected and
supported during isolation.
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2021 - 2023
2021 - Ireland's First Permanent Pride Rainbow Crossing
Installation of Ireland's first permanent Pride Rainbow Crossing in Arklow, a landmark
achievement in LGBTQIA+ visibility and civic inclusion.

2022-2023 - Growth and First Pride Parade
Significant growth in advocacy work. Wicklow's first Pride Parade took place,
bringing the community together in celebration and solidarity.





2024 - 2026
2024-2025 - Community Leadership
Continued community leadership, GALAS Award nominations, and sustained
advocacy for LGBTQIA+ visibility across County Wicklow and beyond.

2026 - Education, Innovation and Awareness
Wicklow Pride® rebranded to the Wicklow Pride® Foundation, a not-for-profit social
enterprise which is volunteer led, as it has always been over the 12 years. Focus on
education, innovation, and hate crime awareness. Collaboration with Gardaí and
community partners to create safer, more inclusive spaces.
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Major Achievements
• Founded in 2014 by Dave Thomas and Patrick Bracken

• First official Pride and Transgender flag raisings

• Marriage Equality campaign support

• Ireland's first permanent Pride Rainbow Crossing

• Wicklow's first Pride Parade

• COVID-19 community support initiatives

• Multiple GALAS Award nominations - 2015, 2024, 2025, 2026

• National and European collaborations

• Recognition awards and ongoing advocacy
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Contact Us
Wicklow Pride® Foundation

c/o 8 St. Brigid's Terrace, Arklow, County Wicklow, Y14 WY23

www.wicklowpride.eu

directorwicklowpride@proton.me

Wicklow Pride®  Trademark No. 273601- All Rights Reserved. Wicklow Pride Foundation Ltd - Is Private
Company Limited By Shares And A Not For Profit Company. Register No. 812302

Dave Thomas - Cofounder/Director   Peter C Murray - Chairperson   Louise Byrne - Founding Member/Social Media   Nikki Byrne - Founding Member/Events   
Patrick Bracken - Cofounder/Company Secretary
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