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The Story of Wicklow Pride®
Wicklow Pride® began in 2014 as a grassroots community initiative created to bring visibility, inclusion,

equality, and community support to LGBTQIA+ people across County Wicklow. At a time when many

LGBTQIA+ people in smaller towns and rural communities still experienced isolation, invisibility,

discrimination, and fear, Wicklow Pride® emerged as a positive and community-led movement focused on

creating safer spaces, meaningful representation, public celebration, advocacy, education, and solidarity.

From its earliest beginnings, Wicklow Pride® worked to create events and initiatives that welcomed

everyone — LGBTQIA+ people, families, allies, young people, older people, disabled communities, local

businesses, artists, performers, community organisations, and the wider public. What started as a small

local movement evolved into one of County Wicklow’s recognised Pride initiatives, supporting inclusion,

equality, accessibility, community development, arts and culture, safeguarding, advocacy, and awareness

projects. Today, Wicklow Pride® Foundation Limited continues that work as a not-for-profit organisation

committed to ensuring that inclusion, dignity, diversity, accessibility, and human rights remain central to

community life throughout Wicklow and beyond.

“Wicklow Pride® was never just about one event or one parade. It was about

building visibility, dignity, equality and community for people who often felt

forgotten or unseen.”

— Dave Thomas, Cofounder & Director



A Grassroots Movement
Wicklow Pride® remains proudly grassroots at its core. The organisation has always relied on community

participation, volunteers, local support, partnerships, and collective action to create positive change. Its

activities have included Pride festivals, public parades, educational initiatives, disability inclusion

advocacy, youth engagement, safeguarding work, arts and culture projects, awareness campaigns,

fundraising initiatives, community outreach, and public representation. Wicklow Pride® has worked to

ensure Pride remains accessible, welcoming, inclusive, family-friendly, and connected to local

communities.

“Community is at the heart of everything Wicklow Pride® stands for. We believe

Pride should be welcoming, accessible, respectful and empowering for everyone.”

— Peter C. Murray, Chairperson



Visibility, Inclusion & Community Impact
Over the years, Wicklow Pride® has helped create important spaces for visibility, celebration, dialogue,

representation, education, and support. Its public events and outreach activities have welcomed people

from diverse communities and backgrounds, helping to strengthen understanding, inclusion, accessibility,

and solidarity. Wicklow Pride® continues to support:

• LGBTQIA+ visibility and equality

• Disability inclusion and accessibility

• Youth engagement and safer spaces

• Arts, culture and creative expression

• Safeguarding and wellbeing

• Anti-discrimination and human rights

• Community partnerships and outreach

• Family-friendly Pride events and celebrations



Media, Governance & Future Vision
Wicklow Pride® Foundation Limited operates as a not-for-profit organisation with a strong commitment to

governance, safeguarding, equality, inclusion, accessibility, transparency, and community responsibility.

The organisation has developed extensive governance and policy frameworks covering:

• Equality & Inclusion

• Disability Rights & Accessibility

• Children First Safeguarding

• Trans Rights & Human Rights

• Volunteer Standards

• Health & Safety

• Financial Accountability

• Ethical Sponsorship & Governance

Looking to the future, Wicklow Pride® aims to continue expanding its work through community

partnerships, sponsorship, fundraising, youth programmes, awareness campaigns, cultural initiatives,

accessibility improvements, and public advocacy.

“Wicklow Pride® belongs to the community. Its strength has always come from

people standing together to create a more equal, compassionate and inclusive

society.”

— Dave Thomas, Cofounder & Director



Media & Contact Information
Wicklow Pride® Foundation Limited

Website: www.wicklowpride.eu

Chairperson: chairpersonwicklowpride@proton.me

Director: directorwicklowpride@proton.me

County Wicklow, Ireland

Wicklow Pride® continues to welcome media engagement, sponsorship partnerships, community

collaboration, volunteer participation, advocacy partnerships, and opportunities that support equality,

inclusion, accessibility, arts, culture, and human rights.


