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2 Cé mhéad féileacdn atd ann?
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Your child is learning about time (the clock in one-
hour intervals) and how to read data from a chart.
S/he is also learning to deal with sets that have
more/less/fewer. Your child needs to know the
language of time — hands, clock face, long/short
hand, o'clock, numerals 1-12.

Time
Making a clock

You can make a clock with your child using
cardboard. Cut out a circular piece of card. Cut two
small pieces to act as hands. Stick the hands to the
face using a brass fastener/clip. The clock hands can
then be manipulated by your child. Ask your child to
write the numerals 1-12 on the face in the correct
order. You may need to help him/her do this as it can
be quite difficult. (If you have an old clock to hand
where the hands can be manipulated by your child,

it's even better!) Remember that your child will not be

officially introduced to the numerals 11 and 12 until
First Class. Show your child a time, e.g. 7 o'clock and
ask: What time is it? How do you know it’s 7 o'’clock?
Do the same with a number of other times (make
sure they are on the hour).

Rhymes

Read/sing the rhymes ‘Hickory, Dickory, Dock’ and
‘Clock Song’ (sung to the tune of ‘The Wheels on the
Bus’).

Hickory, Dickory, Dock
Hickory, dickory, dock,

The mouse ran up the clock.
The clock struck one,

The mouse ran down,
Hickory, dickory, dock.

Clock Song

The hands on the clock go round and round,
Round and round, round and round.

The hands on the clock go round and round.
To tell us the time.

The short hand on the clock

Goes from number to number,

Number to number, number to number.

The short hand on the clock

Goes from number to number.

To tell us the time.
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Data

Data can be organised in many ways in everyday life,
from pictograms to bar charts to bar graphs, etc. In
Senior Infants, your child is expected to represent
and interpret data (information/objects, etc.) in two
rows or columns. It is best to introduce your child to
data by using a range of objects that are familiar to
your child.

Making rows

Give your child some counters, buttons, Lego blocks,
or 1c coins, etc. Ask him/her to make a row of five
coins. Then ask him/her to place a row of four coins
directly underneath.

These rows should be in one-to-one correspondence,

i.e. your child should be able to see the coins in the

bottom row that correspond to the ones in the top

row. S/he should also be able to see that there is an

extra coin in the top row. Ask questions, such as:

® How many coins are in the top row?

® How many coins are in the bottom row?

® How many more coins are there in the bottom row
than in the top row?

® How many fewer coins are there in the bottom row
than in the top row?

e What could we do to make the two rows have the
same amount? (Add one more to the bottom; take
one away from the top.)

Making columns

Give your child some counters, buttons, Lego blocks,
1c coins, etc. Ask him/her to make a column (tower)
of eight counters. Then ask him/her to place a column
of six counters beside it.

Ask questions as above about the columns.
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‘/_' @efore/After/Between Within 10

Your child is learning about numbers that go before,
after and between other numbers. This is done

by means of games and activities using concrete
materials. Your child needs to know the mathematical
language associated with before, after and between -
What number/numeral?, in between, in the middle, in
front of, just after, just before, next to, beside, etc.

First, second, third and last

Begin by revising some things you or your child do
every day. This is a continuation of work done on
ordinal number (first, second, third and last):

First, | get up.

Second, | get dressed.
Third, | eat my breakfast.
Last, | go off to school.

First, | come home from school.
Second, | eat my dinner/lunch.
Third, | play some games.

Last, | go to bed.

What | do before and after

Talk to your child about things s/he does before
significant events in his/her day and ask some of
these questions:

® What do you do before you get dressed in the
morning? (I wake up/jump out of bed, etc.)

® What do you do after you get dressed in the
morning? (I walk to the bathroom/wash my teeth/
go down the stairs/tie my shoelaces, etc.)

® What do you do after you reach school? (I play with
my friends/I talk to my friends/| get into my line/
I walk slowly into my class/! sit in my chair/I play
with some toys, etc.)

® What do you do before you go to bed at night?
(1 brush my teeth, | get into my pyjamas, | read
my book, etc.)
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Numbers - Before, after and between

Place some numeral cards 0-10 on the table in
random order. Write the numerals on pieces of
cardboard/paper/Post-it notes. Ask your child to
arrange the numerals in order from 0-10. Now ask
him/her questions, such as:

Which numeral comes just after 7?

Which numeral comes just after 6?

Which numeral comes before 8?

Which numeral comes before 9?

Which numeral comes after 0?

Which numeral comes between 6 and 8?
Which numeral comes between 4 and 6?
Which numeral comes between 7 and 9?
Which numeral comes two places before 67
Which numeral comes three places before 9?
® Which numeral comes two places after 77
® Which numeral comes three places after 67

Which numeral?

Place a number of household items on the kitchen
table in a row, e.g. a cup, spoon, saucer, marker, pot,
jug (any items of your choice can be used). Place the
numerals 0-10 under the relevant items, e.g. the cup
will have number 4/the spoon will have number 10,
etc. Now ask him/her questions, such as:

® Which numeral is under the mug?

® Which numeral comes just before the one under the
scissors?

® Which numeral comes between the ones under the
marker and the jug?

® Which numeral comes between the ones under the
saucer and the marker?

® Which numeral comes between the ones under the
pot and the fork?

® Which numeral comes two items after the scissors?

® Which numeral comes three items after the pot?

® Which numeral comes two items before the marker?
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; CDays of the Week

As said in Junior Infants, the categorising of the first
day of the week differs from country to country.
Some have Sunday as the first day with Saturday as
the last day. Other countries have Monday as the first
day with Sunday as the last day. In Ireland, we classify
Monday through to Friday as weekdays with Saturday
and Sunday as the weekend. You don't need to
explain this to your child but for the purposes of our
activities we are taking Monday as the first day.

Activity: Order the days of the week

Write the names of the days of the week on pieces of

paper. You may prefer to write the words on Post-it

notes. Place the names of the week randomly on the

kitchen table. Now ask your child to place the names

in order starting with Monday. Then ask a number of

questions, such as:

® Canyou pass me Monday?

® Which day comes after Wednesday?

® Which day comes after Thursday?

® Canyou hand me the day that comes just before
Sunday?

® Can you give me the day that comes between
Thursday and Saturday?

® (Canyou hand me the last day of the week?

® Can you show me the days you have to go to school?

® Can you show me the days when you don't have to
go to school?

® Which is your favourite day? Why?

Describeyourday

Talk to your child about the different things s/he or
the family does during the day. Get him/her to come
up with the activities where possible, e.g. get up,
wash, get dressed, brush teeth, get ready for school,
go to school, spend time in class, have small lunch,
go to the yard/playground, have big lunch, collected
from school, do homework, listen to a story read by
mammy/daddy/family member, have dinner, read a
book, play a game, etc.

Writing the days of the week

Ask your child to write the days of the week into a
copy or onto a sheet using only the script from their
schoolbook.
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Poetry/Music

Read the titles of the three poems/songs before
reading/singing. Ask your child what s/he thinks each
poem/song is about.

Read/say/sing the poem/song ‘The Days of the Week'’
with your child. It can be sung to the tune of ‘Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star’ This is revision of work done in
Junior Infants.

The Days of the Week
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday too,
Thursday, Friday, all for you.
Saturday, Sunday, that’s them all.
All those days we will recall.

(Sing two or three times.)

Read/say/sing the poem/song ‘Let’s All Sing’ with your
child. It can be sung to the tune of ‘Frere Jacques:

Let’s All Sing

Here we ha-ve

The days of the week.

Let’s all sing,

Let’s all sing.

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
Su-n-day.

My favourite day!

Read/say/sing the poem/song ‘The Morning Song’
with your child. It can be sung to the tune of 'You Are
My Sunshine’

The Morning Song

In the morning,

Only the morning,

I wake up happy,

The sun is bright.

| eat my breakfast

And put my clothes on.

Then I go to school on a bus.

('On a bus’can be replaced by ‘in a car’/'on my
bike’/'o-n foot’)

When you are finished reading/singing, ask him/her

if their predictions about the content of the poems/
songs were correct. Explain any word that causes

difficulty for your child.
/CJFallon



