27th Sunday-parable of the Vineyard. Cycle. A.2027
The Parable of the Vineyard is the dominant theme of today’s readings and it sums up the story of Redemption. It is common to both the Old and New Testaments. God’s people are His vineyard. God has planted, protected and cared for His vineyard with great love. Yet the question is: What fruit are we producing?
 In the First Reading Isaiah says that God did everything he could for his vineyard (Israel); it was prepared with tenderness expecting choice vines. He cleared away the stones, planted choice vines, built a wall around it, erected a watchtower and built a winepress. And what happened..?  Instead of good grapes he got useless wild grapes; that is, Israel was not faithful to the Covenant. What will God do? He will destroy that Vineyard- this is a prediction of the destruction of Jerusalem and the captivity in Babylon.
 The Gospel Reading today continues Isaiah’s metaphor of the vineyard and develops it. The Vineyard is Israel. The tenant farmers are Jewish Religious leaders; the servants are the Prophets; the Son is Jesus sent by the property owner (God) to get his share of the grapes (good works). The tenants abuse their position; reject the prophets and kill the son. This refers to Jesus being crucified outside the gates of Jerusalem.
The sin and ingratitude of the chosen people were great. Isaiah spoke of the destruction of the Vineyard; Jesus says that the kingdom “will be taken from you and given to a nation that will yield a rich harvest”. So now the Church takes the place of the synagogue. But are we- the new people of God more faithful than the Old. If we, the members of the Church, do not produce the fruits God expects ( i.e., good works), we will suffer the same fate as Israel.
The Vineyard is our world, our society, our family. It is rich in abundant blessings. God has given us so much.-life, faith family, talents, opportunities, forgiveness, and above all His Sion Jesus Christ. But these gifts are not possessions that belong exclusively to us. They are trusts and entrusted to us. Our faith must produce love, kindness, patience, forgiveness, generosity, justice and compassion. It is not enough that we simply call ourselves Christians. Our faith must become visible in the way we treat others.
 So the Parable applies to each one of us. Each Baptized person must be a “vine of the Lord” and must bear fruit by imitating Jesus and being grafted into Him, “the true vine”, apart from whom is only death. For he said, in John 15.5, “I am the vine, you are the branches”. He who abides in me and I in Him, he  it is who bears much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.”
We buy a TV, we expect it to give us a good picture; we buy a car, we expect it to run. We buy food and we expect it to give us energy and not poison us. If we plant a garden, we want to see what we plant grow and not just a bunch of seeds. That’s what the story of the “Vineyard” is all about. God made us, he blessed us in so many ways, and he expects results, good results.
In the Second Reading today from St. Paul to the Philippians tells us some of the things God is looking for: “Our thoughts should be wholly directed to all that is true, all that deserves respect, all that is honest, pure, admirable, decent, virtuous or worthy of praise and live according to what you have learned and accepted, what you have heard me say and seen me do”. That will work out to produce the fruits of the kingdom. “Then the God of peace will be with you”, St. Paul says.
So, perhaps today, God is asking:
Am I producing the fruit of love?
Do I forgive those who hurt me?
Am I generous with my time and talents?
 Do I recognize that what I have is God’s gift?
 Is Jesus truly the corner stone of my life?
 Do I trust God with mu worries and anxieties? 
