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As Lent nears its climax, the Church places before us one of the most powerful signs in the Gospel: the raising of Lazarus. This is no longer a quiet healing or a gentle awakening- its’ a dramatic confrontation with death itself.
Lazarus has been in the tomb for 4 days. All hope seems lost. Martha and Mary voice what many of us feel in moments of grief and disappointment: “Lord, if you had been here…”Their faith is sincere, but wounded. They believe Jesus can help-but perhaps only with certain limits. Jesus enters fully into their sorrow. He does not explain suffering away, Instead, He weeps. These tears reveal a God who is deeply moved by human pain, who stands beside us even when life feels sealed in a tomb.
 Jesus wept with those who loved and he still does. That is so important for us to know: Not only is Jesus the healer of our pain, but he is also the feeler of our pain. When we hurt, Jesus hurts. When we are sad, he is sad. When we grieve he grieves. When we cry, he cries with us. We may feel like we suffer by ourselves, but we never suffer alone. When we suffer Jesus suffers with us. This Lent, weep with someone who is weeping. Grieve with a family that has lost a family member. Weeping is a great virtue. Make a telephone call, send an email; use Facebook or twitter. Just do it this Lent. Be a comforting presence. It is a great preparation for Easter.
Then comes the heart of the Gospel: “I am the Resurrection and life”. Jesus does not merely promise life someday in the future. He declares that life itself stands before them. Where Christ is present, even death cannot have the final end.  The First Reading from Ezekiel echoes this promise. God speaks to a people who feel cut off, hopeless and spiritually dead. Yet the Lord says, “I will pen your graves and have your rise”. What seems beyond repair is not beyond Gods’ power.
St. Paul reminds us that the Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in us. This same Spirit breathes life into our weary hearts, our broken relationships, and our spirituals dryness. Lent, then is not about dwelling on death-but about trusting Gods’ power to restore life where we least expect it.
 Jesus raised people up and he still does.  What Jesus is asking us, now, to continue his mission of raising people up: mentally, emotionally and physically. It is time for us to get up from our own tombs or whatever tomb that is imprisoning us.  He wants to free us from our bondage, from our guilt, from our grief, from our fear, from our hatred, from whatever it is that is holding us back. Jesus wants us to have a new start, a new chance, a new life, a new hope, a new meaning and he has the power to do it.
The Lazarus story should wake us up from our sleep to realize that we have some living to do. This Lent, help raise someone in need by your word and action. Send a card. Encourage someone; Lift up other peoples’ spirits. Encouragement and inspiration are great virtues. Use only life-giving words. Give some of your money to charities to lift some people’s lives up.
Jesus included others in the healing process and he still does.   When Lazarus comes out of the tomb, Jesus turned to his family and friends and says, “You unbind him, and you set him free”(Jn. 1.44). Jesus performed the miracle but he relied on others to take part in it. Certainly Jesus could have taken the tomb clothes off Lazarus and set him free himself, but he didn’t. He included other people in the performance of his miracles and he still does. God is always counting on us to help Him do His work!
As we prepare to enter the Holy Week, this Sunday invites a bold question: “What tombs- like sins, fears or hopeless situations still bind us” that need to hear Jesus’ command, “Come out”?
The stone is rolled away- not by Lazarus, but by others. God often uses community, faith and courage to help to remove the obstacles that keep us bound. Resurrection begins when we allow Jesus to speak life into our deepest places of despair.
