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The Central theme for Today’s’ Readings is -faithful stewardship: receiving Gods’ gifts with gratitude, using them courageously, and remaining ready for the Lord. The question that underlies the Gospel story is-- “What are we doing with our God-given talents”. Experts say that the average person use only a fraction of their talents. If we use our talents properly, we can make a huge difference in the world.
 A talent in this parable was large sum of money, but Jesus invites us to see beyond money. God entrusts us with many gifts: Our time, intelligence, faith relationships, our ability to be hospitable, to have a heart for the poor, to encourage others, to heal, to empathize, to love, to learn, to teach and much more. God wants us to use them for his glory and for the good of others. Remember, we are not owners of everything we possess. We are just stewards. One day, the Lord will ask how faithfully we used what He placed in our hands.
There is an important lesson for us: Sometimes we become unhappy because we compare ourselves with others: saying, “He has more ability than I do, she has greater success, why didn’t God give me what they have”?. The Gospel tells us to stop measuring ourselves against others and instead ask: “Am I faithful with want Goad has given me”.
In Todays’ Gospel, Jesus says, “A master going on a journey summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them”(Mt. 25:14) which amounted to a lot of money. A talent was the Roman denomination of the highest amount possible. To understand the value of talent in the first century, we can calculate its purchasing power this way, roughly, two drachmas were a days’ wage for a laborer and talent was worth 6000 drachmas or 8 years pay for a worker.
We might sympathize with the third slave who buried his one talent. He was given the equivalent of 8 years of labor, all of a sudden 6000 silver coins in his hands. After a sleepless night, he decided to bury it in his yard.  His problem was fear: he says, essentially, “I was afraid”. Fear make us bury our gifts. We may be afraid of failure, criticism, rejection or making mistakes. We may tell ourselves, “I am not good enough”, and therefore never try. But Christian discipleship requires courage.
Finally, the master returns and gets to the third slave last because it takes time to dig up the money. Proud of himself, he drags the garbage bag full of money to the master, without wasting or spending anyone of it. But expecting praise, he gets blasted. And worse, the master says, “to take this money and give to the one who has lots because to all those have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away”. What does it mean? Is Jesus promoting a kind of economic scenario- where the rich get richer and the poor get poorer?
No, Look at the scriptures closely, It says, “He entrusted them his property” That is, he gave them everything he had and put them into their care, meaning, when he got back, he was utterly dependent on what those slaves had done with his money. So, it is the master who is at risk in this parable. 
Clearly, now this is the parable of God who is extravagant. He gives His life for us, all His love, all of who is. God gives us everything unreservedly, freely and generously. This, then was the inestimable gift of his very self and the third slave missed that. He took the money as a risk rather than as a gift. He returned and said, “Here you have what is yours”. But the master doesn’t want what is his. He wanted His slave as generous as he. The slave was to be extravagant like the master.
One thing for sure: God will reward those who use their talents. The Lord will praise us with these most beautiful words: “Well done, good and praiseworthy servant!”. We all want to hear those words from the Lord, later in our life.
