16th Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle. A. 2026.
 The Readings of this Sunday reveal a God who is patient, compassionate and merciful. Rather than rushing to condemn, God gives people time to repent, grow and return to Him. The message is one of hope, tolerance and trust in divine wisdom. 
The Book of Wisdom (First Reading) presents God as both powerful and merciful. He governs with kindness and patience. God gives sinners time for repentance. He does not delight in destruction but desires conversion and healing.  Human beings are often quick to judge and condemn others. God, however, sees the whole person, understands human weakness, and patiently invites transformation. God alone knows the human heart. A person who appears sinful today later experience conversion and holiness. The Lord patiently allows time for repentance and growth.
The Parable of the “Wheat and the Weeds” (Gospel) reflects the reality of human life and the Church. The world is made up of good people and bad people. It is exactly like a field in which wheat and weeds grow side by side. The good and the bad, sinners and saints are everywhere in the world, in the Church, and in every human society. We experience this reality in ourselves and in others too. Jesus wants to let them grow until the harvest time. Only at the final gathering is the separation to be made. Does it mean Jesus is saying that evil people should be given a free hand to do whatever they wish? This would seem to defy common sense. The suggestion to “root out weeds” seems to make a lot of sense, and indeed it has often been tried. Hitler tried it on the Jews. Stalin tried it on his enemies. Though an attractive situation, this is not humane, its’ not what Jesus wants.
It is in a real world that we must live- a world tainted by sin as well as institutionalized evil. The abuse of power, the enslavement and exploitation of the underprivileged and the murder of the innocent have always been a part of the human story. Jesus asks us to grow strong in the midst of all this. Good and bad co-exist. 
God is ever patient. He bears with us, and we too must be patient with the good and the evil, the sinner and the saint. We must not fear. The key to the mystery of good and evil co-existing is the confidence that the Lord of all history will be present when the crop is gathered. Jesus Himself tells us to go on growing confidently in the midst of human ambiguity, trusting that it is our God who will finally reap a rich harvest.
Patience is the full flowering of love. At a deep level, patience is love supporting, bearing all things and everyone. To be impatient with someone means to find or consider him, for the moment at least, unbearable. It means as long as the impatience lasts- the positive goodwill, the benign disposition, the concern and care for that person has come to a halt. To be impatient is to allow the forces of evil to overpower or eclipse the forces of good. Impatience is lack of and diminution of love.
In this sense God cannot be impatient, for there is no force that can upset God’s goodness towards us. He is not subject to variation in mood as we are. God’s goodness is boundless and stable as rock. The scripture rightly describes God as long-suffering, slow to anger.
One is patient with someone as long as one loves that person. St. Paul therefore says love is patient. God is love and His love never diminishes. God, who is love, is patient too. Only the patient sons/ daughters of a patient father can shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Faith takes up the cross, love binds it to the soul, and patience bears it to the end.
