The Ascension of the Lord, Cycle. A. 2026.
Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord. What is the real significance of Ascension?  Its’ a Feast of Mission, promise and presence. Each week we proclaim in the Creed that Jesus ascended into heaven and is seated at the right of the Father. From this, we then make the most spectacular of assertions that, having ascended into glory, Jesus will, return to judge all humanity.
 As Christians, we believe that the Ascension is more than just a tidy conclusion to Jesus’ earthly life and ministry. It is an event that has ramifications for all humanity- that Christ, having defeated death, will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and to establish his eternal kingdom of light. 
The First Reading from the Acts (1.1-11), says, Jesus is taken up into Heaven before the eyes of His disciples. They stand there, looking upward, perhaps confused and even saddened. But the angels gently redirect them saying, “Why are standing there looking at the sky”?. This moment teaches us something essential: faith is not about clinging to the past but stepping forward into Mission, Jesus entrusts His work to His disciples- and to us. We are not called to remain passive spectators of Christ’s glory, but active witnesses.
In the Second Reading, St. Pauls’ letter to the Ephesians, he prays that the believers may receive a “Spirit of wisdom and revelation so that they understand the Hope of Gods’ call, the riches of His inheritance and the greatness of His power”. This means, the Ascension reminds us that Christ is not absent- He is exalted, reigns in glory, yet remains intimately connected to His Church, which is His body.
The Gospel Passage is one of the most powerful sending moments in Scripture: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations”.  Jesus gives three profound assurances: (1) Authority- “All power in Heaven and on earth has been given to me” (2) Mission: “Go and make disciples’..(3) Presence: “I am with you always, until the end of the world”. Even as He ascends, He promises to remain. This is the paradox of the Ascension. Jesus leaves, Yet, He never abandons.
The Disciples had to let go of seeing Jesus physically in order to discover Him spiritually-present in: the word, the sacraments, the community of believers and in the mission entrusted to them. We too are often tempted to “stand looking at the sky”-waiting for God to act- when God is calling us to act. The task is now entrusted to all of us. We are the people who have to continue His ministry. The Gospel cannot just be kept under lock and key. It has to be revealed and proclaimed through our lives.
Where am I being called to be a witness to Christ today?
 ‘Do I trust that Jesus is truly with me in my daily struggles?
Am I actively living out my mission or waiting passively?
What kind of civilization will prevail in the world’ future? It depends on us if it will be the civilization of love, or the “un-civilization of individualism.”
Let us pray, “Lord Jesus, you have ascended into glory, yet, You remain  with us always: strengthen our faith when we feel alone, open our hearts to your mission, and send us forth with courage to be Your witnesses in the world” , Amen.


