Christ the King, Cycle. C. 2025.
The Solemnity of Christ the King, the king of the universe which we celebrate today brings to a close the liturgical year of Cycle C. and we begin a new liturgical year Cycle. A. The Readings today invite us into a profound reflection on the nature of Christs’ Kingship. They challenge us to rethink what true authority and power mean in the light of the life and mission of Jesus, particularly his final moments on the Cross. 
Jesus’ darkest hour became the hour of his great triumph. As Catholics, we celebrate the triumph of the cross, not the tragedy. As we honor Jesus’ kingship on this last Sunday before Advent begins, we are contemplating his only throne-that the same cross. It strongly reminds that the real identity of a Christian is ultimately the Cross.
We get the image of the splendor and majesty of ancient kings and queens, magnified in Christ several degrees in the Second Reading today, as we contemplate Jesus, the image of the invisible God, the first born of all things, who was present at creation, through whom all things were created, and who is filled with divinity.  For Paul, Jesus is the source of all authority- of thrones, dominions, principalities, and powers, for they were created through him and for him. 
 In the First Reading, when the Israelites anoint David as King of Israel, they recognize not only his success in battle but his call by God to Shepherd his people. They welcome David as King because of his care for them- the same care he gave to the sheep in his Fathers’ flock before God called him to Kingship. This means, his Kingship is presented as divinely ordained- God Himself chooses David and gives him the authority to rule. -David is often seen as the pre-cursor to Christ, “the Son of David” who will rule over creation. Christ, as the true king, comes not just as a ruler, but as the fulfillment of God’s promise to Israel. In Jesus Gods’ reign is realized in a new, unexpected way- not through political power or military might, but through humility, service and self-sacrifice.
In the Gospel text today, we understand that Jesus shows an even greater depth of care for his people. David was 30 when he came to the throne. Jesus was 30 when he began his ministry, but was born a king. When the tribal leaders proclaim David to be “bone of their bone”, they signify that he is not apart from or above them, he is one of them. Jesus is God of all creation, but he lowered himself into our human likeness, like us in all things but sin, that he might become one with us and make one with God.
History records the traditions associated with a new king ascending to his throne. The night before, he held a banquet, which for Jesus was the Last Supper. On the day of a kings’ coronation, a prisoner would be pardoned; Jesus pardoned all on the cross. The new king would give alms to the poor; Jesus gives his life for us. The king would be dressed in royal robes and pageantry; Jesus was stripped of his clothes and mocked. The only crown Jesus Christ the King of the universe ever wore was made of thorns. His reign, therefore is not about domination, but about love that endures suffering and overcomes evil. Jesus did not insult for insult. Instead, he forgave his tormentors.
The recognition of Christ’s’ Kingship by the criminal represents the heart of the Gospel message. The criminal’s’ faith-expressed in his humble request to be remembered- becomes the key to salivation. In a world that often overlooks for kings who will fix everything or provide security through strength, Jesus shows us that His Kingdom is one of mercy and grace. Even at the moment of greatest suffering, He offers salvation and promises eternal life.
What does this incredible Kingship of mean for us? How can we serve Jesus, whose power and glory as God are matched only by the depth of his love?  As Christians, we are baptized into his service-each called to serve Jesus and his Kingdom in a unique way according to our gifts and talents in our genuine life situations. Our positions and accomplishments should be occasions of service to others. It is by serving and loving one another that we show our loyalty to Jesus. “We are leaders and servants: we lead when we serve”. 
This is the identity of a Christian. It is only in this sense that the kingship of Jesus Christ as the Universal King makes sense. The splendor of Christians is not glorifying our achievements but to show the world why it is important to embrace the Cross. And we do so in a real tangible way in the Eucharist. The broken bread is the broken body of Christ on the cross which He shared a day before his death. Honoring the living presence of Jesus in the Eucharist is what will bring us the crown of glory, naturally not the type of glory that the world values but what is precious to God.
As year ends and we prepare to begin anew with Advent, this Feast challenges us: Is Christ truly king of my life? Do I live as someone who belongs to his Kingdom?. Do I entrust myself to his rule of love?
 

