29th Sunday ordinary Time.Cycle.C.2025.)
Years ago, a young man with 6 months schooling to his credit ran for an office in the legislature. But as expected, he was beaten. Next, he entered business but failed, and spent next 17 years paying the debts of his worthless partner. He fell in love with a charming lady and became engaged- but she died. He had a nervous breakdown. He ran for Congress and was defeated. He then, tried to obtain an appointment to the US Land Office but didn’t succeed. He became a Candidate for the Vice-presidency but lost. Two years later he was defeated in the election as a senator. He ran for office once more and was elected. That man’s name is Abraham Lincoln. Perseverance is the key to success in ones’ endeavors, whether spiritual or material.’
Today’s Liturgy of the word exhorts us to persistent in prayer and persevere in our faith in God that he will answer our prayers. Perseverance is linked to prayer. The connecting link between perseverance and prayer is seen in the First Reading today. When Moses continues to keep his hands raised in prayer, victory is assured. When Moses begins to grow weary and drop his hands, he is on the verge of giving up. It is difficult for Moses to persevere in prayer and so, it is difficult for Joshua to persevere in battle. However, because Moses will not give up and perseveres, Joshua is finally victorious.
This is also the case with the widow in the Gospel Text Today. The judge kept resisting, but the widow kept insisting. She pleads and perseveres. Despite the fact that she had so many things going against her, she does not give up. She is a woman living in a patriarchal society where women were considered a second class citizens and worse, she is a widow and thus, had no male advocate. Even more unfortunate, the judge who can decide her case is one who fears neither humans nor God. Yet, the judge relents, not because he is suddenly converted but for fear of being worn out, for avoiding nuisance by the woman’s persistence and perseverance. Perseverance wins the widow justice.
What Jesus is telling us- If such an unjust, corrupt and scrupulous judge heard her, how much more would our Heavenly father, who is just and loving, answers our prayers,. At times, we may not get an immediate answer to our petitions. This should not in any way lead us to give up. God, who is all knowing and wise, knows what is best for us. The delay may be to deepen our faith and trust in Him. Or it may be that the favor we think is good might actually hurt us. We being humans with limited knowledge, are not able to understand the plans God has in store for us.
The Exhortation that St. Paul gives to Timothy, about being persistent, given in the Second Reading of the day is similar to that of the widow, Joshua and Moses had already taken to heart. Timothy is asked to remain firm and persevere whether the external situation is good or not or whether the things are going his way or not. In fact they were all persevered even when the situation and time were unfavorable to them and waited for what God had in store for them. Thus each was victorious. 
One of the grave dangers that many of us face today is that of quick fix solutions to problems and issues in our life. We are hardly able to endure obstacles and difficulties without getting weary and tense and unable to be calm and serene in the face of hindrances that come our way. The reason is- we do not believe enough either in ourselves or in God. Confidence in ones’ ability and confidence in God that He will always do what is best for us are crucial to our getting what are seeking for.  The one who perseveres knows that though it is not easy, perseverance wins the day.
The only weapon the widow had against the judges’ injustice was perseverance and Jesus praises her a lot--- is a strong reminder that once we decide to persevere God does not give up on us. It is a virtue all of us need. So the question is why must we give up on ourselves? Why must we give up on others? The Gospel text today ends with a question asked by Jesus. “And, yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth? In order to answer affirmatively, we must be ready to profess a faith like that of the persistent widow who demands justice praying both night and day and like Moses and Joshua, and not give up or give in even we imagine that we are fighting a losing battle.  
Today we live in a world where instant results are expected- Instant telecast of events, instant money, instant communication and the like. Therefore we expect instant results of prayer. But we forget the fact that there has been a long history of diligence and patient endurance to arrive at this stage of instant results. Had it not been for the persistent research of scientist’s inspite of initial failures, many of the discoveries and inventions would not have taken place.
God hears the cry of the people and answers that cry speedily although that does not seem to fit with our actual experience of unanswered prayers, even in our dire needs. The truth is that God is always present experiencing our pain and distress, and Jesus is the guarantee. God is with us. Hence, don’t give up on prayer. Prayer is the huge, invisible unrecorded influence in our lives. So we must be persistent in approaching God and in proclaiming the message. 
