33rd Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle. C. 2025.
It was in 15th & 16th centuries, intense religious persecution of Christians took place in Japan. At the time, there was a married Christian couple, Adrian and Elizabeth, lived there with their six year old daughter Catherine. They knew that they would suffer martyrdom and felt very sorry for their little daughter. They called her one day and said, “Little Catherine, we will soon die as martyrs, what are you going to do without us”?. The girl, as if inspired by God, said, “You are going to be martyrs in Heaven”? I will be a martyr like you and will go to Heaven with you”. With that she picked up her toys and give them to her friends, saying: “I am saying goodbye now because I am going to heaven”.
Today, the Lord while giving a final warning about dire persecutions and severe trials, leaves us with a consoling and reassuring message of His protection and assistance. Trials and tribulations will come as acid tests of our loyalty to Christ. He warns that the visible symbols of stability like the temple will be shaken, that deception will abound, and that the followers will face persecution-even betrayal by close ones. Yet, His message si not one of despair, but of steadfast trust.
The question raised by the disciples expresses the ever-present human anxiety: When? We want to know the time and date in order to overcome our anguish. This attitude comes from fear and lack of confidence in our destiny planned by God. It is true that we may experience hardships of war, of hatred in the family, and the anxieties of a life which seems to have lost all sense. All these are signs that we are engaged in a decisive battle and the anguish of the times that are coming to close. But Jesus assures us, “Don’t worry”. However, disastrous things on earth may seem on account of social insecurity, political unrest, etc., the Disciples of Christ need not be shaken. Their stability is based on the presence of Christ with them, who assured us, “Not a hair of your head will perish”.
The Gospel today is studded with antithesis: The disciples commenting on the costly adornments of the Temple of Jerusalem the center of Jewish worship say, “How the temple is adorned with noble stones”. But Jesus explains: In future even the magnificent Temple will come down “the days will come when, not a single stone there will be left in its place; everyone will be thrown down”. What he says is that even what seems permanent is subject to transformation. Our security cannot rest in buildings, institutions or human power- but in Gods’ unshakable word. The Christian is called to vigilance- a faith grounded in Christ, and not swayed by sensationalism or fear.
Today’s First Reading also has an antithesis. The arrogant and all evil doers, we are told, will be rubble, while those who fear the Lord will be protected and saved. Precious stones adorn the temple. But the temple will one day tumble down and the stones will be utterly shattered and scattered. We have friends, parents and relatives, more precious and nobler than rubies. But they become our enemies precisely because we are loyal friends of Christ.
Every possible disaster, including death from any quarter, even from the most intimate circle of friends and relations, can come upon a disciple of Christ. But the paradox is that not a hair of his head will perish. Jesus assures that in such moments of trial, divine wisdom will be given. Dying for Christ is not perishing. It is saving, it is real living. Our security cannot lie with anything that is transitory; it cannot rest with anything that is of this world. God will get us where we need to be. Our security is God, not the events of our life or the passing things of the world.
Noble stones are precious, All the more so noble friends and relatives. So is ones’ life. But what matters, what admits of no compromise is loyalty to Christ. The threat that every type of calamity can befall a disciple of Christ is matched with the total, all comprehensive assurance of divine help. To be loyal to Christ we may have to let go of everything and everyone, literally. It is terrible, it is frightening, but it is consoling as well. For the total gift of self to Christ is matched with the total gift of life, glorious life, with Christ. Hence let us pray to our divine master, Jesus, to help us to be loyal to him even in every minute datails of our life.

