13th Sunday Ordinary Time, Cycle. A. 2026.
We know the old saying, “To the degree you give to others what they want, they will give you what you want”. Let us explore the truth in it in the light of Today’s scripture readings Todays’ Readings raise the perplexing theme that “there is finding in the losing of”.  The “losing “of which Jesus speaks is about sacrifice: losing or giving up something of ourselves for a greater good or for the good of others. As Christians, we know that sacrifice is at the core of our identity. Following Christ is not merely a matter of words or outward religious practice. It requires total commitment, generous hospitality and a willingness to die to selfishness in order to live fully in God.
In the First Reading, sacrifice is found in the expression of hospitality. A rich woman of influence, with her means chooses to use her wealth to show hospitality to Prophet Elisha. In sacrificing her time and the space in her home, she ultimately receives the promise of a son. In sacrificing her home for others, she fills her home with joy.  In the first part of the story she is the one who gives: she provides the Prophet with a meal and a place where he can stay. In the Second part of the story, the Prophet Elisha is the one who gives. He announces to the woman that in a years’ time she will conceive and bear a son.  Showing love and concern for others requires sacrifice. But it is in the losing that we find joy of a full warm home.
Genuine hospitality is sacred. When we welcome others with love, we welcome God Himself. Small acts of kindness become channels of grace. Christian discipleship calls us to become people who create room for others in our lives.
In the Second Reading, St. Paul in his letter to the Romans reminds us Christians that through baptism they are united with Christ in His death and Resurrection. Baptism is not only a ritual or family celebration. It is a radical transformation. The old self, dominated by sin and selfishness, must die so that a new life in Christ may emerge. Every day Christians are invited to renew their baptismal commitment.
In the Gospel Jesus tells the disciples that even the smallest gesture of kindness done to someone will have its reward. His words are quite directive, “Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it”. It is not easy to be comfortable with sacrifice-giving. It leaves us vulnerable and requires loss. But losing ourselves in order to find our true selves in Christ brings us closer to God. 
It is our daily experience that when we give without expecting a reward, we find that we are rewarded. Often we find that we receive far more than we ever give. Anyone who has volunteered their time and services to help someone or to help a cause knows that feeling which comes from such giving. God values simple acts of love. No sacrifice made for Him is ever wasted. The readings invite us to learn to give and to serve without thought of ourselves and what we will get out of it.
The insight from the Gospel today is a strong reminder for all of us to carry our daily crosses in good faith and to be hospitable to the people around to follow Jesus for becoming his authentic disciples in the world today. The hospitality of grace is about helping people putting the pieces back together. I remember a line from a beautiful song. “Send us your weak and we will make them strong”. We all have crosses to carry which don’t go on vacation for the summer. Here the Church is the place where we can come to renew our vision, revive our commitment to Christ, relight out baptismal candle, restore our baptismal dignity, reclaim our place at the Lords’ table, and slowly remodel our lives.
If we know Catholics, ex-Catholics or former Catholics who feel that they are no longer welcome or overburdened by their crosses in life, let us try to show them the hospitality of grace. Let them know that there is a place for them here. The Church is a place they can call home, where they can renew their spiritual strength, remove the stains from their baptismal garment and relight the baptismal candle. We can make effort to show them the magnificent hospitality of Jesus Christ.
