Divine Mercy Sunday, 2026.Cycle.A

Divine Mercy Sunday instituted by Pope John Paul II in the Jubilee Year 2000, flows directly form the grace of Easter. The Resurrection of Christ is not only a victory of Christ over death, it is the revelation of the inexhaustible mercy of God.
In the First reading from the Acts of the Apostles (Acts: 2:42-47), it says the early Christian community lived in unity- devoted to the apostle’s’ teaching, fellowship, braking of the bread and partyer. Their lives reflected the transforming power of the Risen Lord. Mercy was not merely preached; but it was practiced. They shared their possessions and cared for anyone in need. Divine Mercy is not an abstract devotion. It becomes visible in a community that forgives, shares and loves without calculation. Where mercy reigns, fear diminishes and joy multiplies.
In the Second Reading from 1 Peter 1: 3-9), St. Peter proclaims that we have been given “a new birth to a living hope through the Resurrection of Jesus Christ”. Mercy gives us hope. Even amid trials, faith refines us like gold tested by fire. The Resurrection assures us that suffering is not the end of the story. Gods’ mercy transforms wounds into sources of grace. Our trials, united with Christ become pathways to deeper faith and joy.
The Gospel today ( Jn: 20: 19-31) presents two powerful moments of mercy. First, Jesus appears to the frightened disciples. He does not rebuke them for abandoning Him, Instead He says, “Peace be with you”. He shows them His wounds. The wounds remain-but they are now glorious. Mercy dose not erase the past, it redeems it.
Secondly, we encounter Thomas. His doubt becomes an opportunity for deeper faith. The Gospel does not tell us If Thomas ever did put his hand in Jesus’ wound, but that doesn’t matter. Either way, he and the other Apostles received everything Jesus had to give from his pierced heart- the gift of divine mercy that we celebrate today. When Jesus invites Thomas to touch His wounds, he responds with one the most profound confessions of faith: “My Lord and my God”. Doubt when brought honestly before Christ, becomes a doorway to mercy.
Jesuits breaths on the disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them”. Here we see the Sacrament of Reconciliation rooted in the Resurrection. Mercy is entrusted to the Church so that every generation may encounter the forgiving heart of Jesus Christ.This is tremendously liberating. It frees us from worrying that we are not good enough to earn his love, from distancing ourselves from him out of shame for our sins and defects- as if we could ever hide them from him. Above all, it sets us free from the great sin of despair- of thinking that we too far gone for God to save us.
Through St. Faustina, Jesus reminds the world that His mercy is greater than any sin. The image of Divine Mercy-with rays of red and pale light flowing from His heart- with the inscription-“Jesus I rust in you “proclaims that blood and water, symbols of the Eucharist and Baptism, are streams of grace for humanity.
Divine Mercy Sunday invites us to: trust in Jesus completely, return to Him in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, become the instruments of mercy in our families and communities. As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday in 2026, we are reminded that the Risen Christ Jesus stands in the midst of our fears, our doubts, and even our failures. He speaks the same words today,”Peace w be with you”. Let us not be afraid to bring our wounds to Him and not hesitate to show mercy to others. The Church grows not by power, but by mercy. Let us echo the prayer taught in Divine Mercy: “Jesus, I trust in you”.

